Cash  crisis 


by  Andrew  Pierce  and  Arthur  Leaihley 
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JOHN  MAJOR’S  fragile  Com- 
. .  mans  majority  was  wiped. out 
,  •  last  night  after  a  Tory  MP 
| .  Withdrew  his  support  from  the 

.  party,  accusing  ministers  of 
,  “distorting  promises"  over 
'hospital  care. 

»  .  Sir  John  Garst  put  the 

j  ,  Government  under  increasing 
'  •  pressure  by  announcing  that  ■ 
!  i  ■' ministers  should  not  expect 
ji  his  backing  and  refusing  to 
commit  himself  to  keeping  die 
; . Conservatives  in  power  in  a 
confidence  vote. 


ik  The  announcement  by  Sir 
^Kfohn,  member  for  Hendon 
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*\'i 

\\:)i 


V 


:  North,  was  in  protest  at  minis- 
ijV  tors’  refusal  to  keep  open  a 

I*Y  hospital  accident  mid  emer- 
[?•  gency  unit  It  added  to  an  air 
[  of  crisis  at  .Westminster,  as 
::  Cabinet  ministers  launched  a 
■  campaign  to  restore  unity 
over  Europe. 

;  Of  the  651  MP5,  Tory  buri- 
! .  >  ness  managers  can  now  count 
!'/  on  the  support  of  only  322  in  a 
f .  whipped  vote,  against  322  for 
fc  die  opposition  parties.  Four 
fe.-MPS,  two  from  Labour,  two 
from  Conservative,  do  not  vote 
r  because  they  act  as  speakers. 
r-  There  are  two  vacancies, 

%  WlrraJ  South  and  Bariisley 
u.  East  The  Government's  pos- 
L ition  is  likely  to  get  worse  next 
i-i  Thursday  when  the  Barnsley 
!$.  by-dection  retnms  a  Labour 
member. 

;4  Although  the  Government 
J:  usually  enjoys  a  nine-vote 
;  cushion  because  the  Ulster 
«  ..Unionists  tend  to  vote  with  the 
I  “  ^Conservatives,  there  is  little 
dtwbt  that  this  week’s  stannm 
■fr  the  party  over  Europe  and  Sir 
■  f  -  ‘Min’s  withdrawal  of  coopera- 
js'j  don  make  Mr  Major’s  admin- 
'  y  istrahon  more  vulnerable 
~i-  than  ever  before. 

•  >  Sir  John  wrote  to  Alastair 
GoacBad.  the  Taiy  Chief 
Whip,  to  explain  his  derision. 
He  told  a  news  conference:  "I 
.  am  today  withdrawing  my  co- . 
•  operation  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  shall  not  treat  the 
■  • .  "Whip”  as  either  a  summons  to 


Gorst  **1  withdraw 
myccKjperatian" 


attend  the.  Commons  or  as 
;  placing  me  trader  any  .obliga¬ 
tion  to  i^asadvised.*  Asked 
if  he  would  support  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  in-a  confidence  vote 
he  said  anfy:  “Wart  and  see.” 

4  Altljmti'h.  Michael  Hesd- 
tine,  the  Deputy  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter.  underlined  that  Sir  John 
-  had  not  actually  resigned  the 
Tory  whip,  which  would  make 
.  him  ineligible  to  stand  for  the 
party  in  the.  general  election, 
senior  Tbries  admitted  dial  his 
decision  was  damaging. 

Hugh  Dykes  (Harrow 
East),  who  has  backed  Sir 
John's  three-year  campaign 
over  the  threaten^  dosure'eff 
the  accident  and  emergency 
department  at  Edgware  Hos¬ 
pital,  north  London,  said  that 
he  was  awaiting  further 
moves  before  deriding  wheth¬ 
er  to  resign  the  whip: 

'  In  June,  Sir  John  and  Mr 
Dykes  threatened  to  resign  the 
whip  over  {dans  to  dose  a  24- 
hour  accident  and  emergency 
unit.  They  backed  away  from 
their  threat  after  claiming  that 
Mr  Dorrell  had  assured  them 
that- there  would  be  a  casualty 
unit  with  medical  fadlines  for 


emergencies. 

Sir  John  took  yesterdays 
action  because  the  Edgware 
hospital  will  be  given  only  a 
minor  accident  treatment 
centre  with  doctors  available 


only  for  13  hours  a  day.  The 
only  way  the  two  MPs  say  they 
will  back  down  is  if  the 
Government  gives  into  their 
demand  for  a  24-hour  unit 

Sir  John  registered  his  "dis¬ 
gust"  over  ministers'  action 
and  accused  Stephen  Dorrell. 
the  Health  Secretary,  of  “fad¬ 
ing  and  distorting  promises". 

Three  other  MPs  —  Tony 
.  Marlow  (Northampton  N). 
Terry  Dicks  (Hayes  and  Har- 
lingtan)  and  Bfll 1  Walker 
(Tayside  N)  —have  threatened 
to  withdraw  their  backing  in 
the  dispute  over  Mr  Major's 
“wait  and  see"  polity  on  a 
single  currency. 

Tory  backbenchers  are  in¬ 
creasingly  flexing  their  mus¬ 
cles.  On  the  eve  of  the  Budget  i 
Nicholas  Winterton,  the  MP 
for  Macclesfield,  secured  £8 
million  ofroad  improvements 
for  bis  constituency  by  threat¬ 
ening  to  vote  against  the 
Government. 

Despite  the  uncertainty  of 
further  MPS  resigning  the 
whip,  the  omens  remain  good 
for  the  Government  surviving 
until  its  preferred  choice  of  a 
General  Election  in  May.  The 
last  labour  government  went 
info  minority  in  1976  and 
survived  42  defeats  and  beat 
off  two  confidence  motions 
before  it  fdl  in  March  1979. 

Senior  Tories  said  last  night 
that,  with  no  three-line  whips 
planned  before  the  Commons 
rises  for  Christmas,  the  loss  of 
support  was  not  of  imminent 
importance. 

"Mr  Dicks  threatened  to 
resign  the  whip  in  protest  at 
Mr  Major'S  lade  of  leadership. 
In  a  hitter  personal  attack,  he 
said:  “I  don't  want  to  be  on  a 
ship  like  the  Titanic  where  the 
helmsman  can  see  the  ice 
ahead  arid  simply  says:  let's 
wait  and  see  what  happens’. 
The  only  option  is  to  sack 
Kenneth  Clarke." 
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Tim  Henman’s  witek,S4mimngs'Will'zise  to  £500.000  today  if  he  beats  Boris  Becker  and  to  £990.000  if  he  wins  tomorrow 


Henman  serves  for  a  £lm  pay  day 


By  John  Goodbody  and  Alix  Ramsay 


Simon  Jenkins,  page  20 
Leading  article,  page  21 


TIM  HENMAN  could  earn 
almost  £1  million  for  a  week’s 
work  if  he  wins  the  Compaq 
Grand  Slam  tennis  cup  in 
Munich  this  weekend.  Brit¬ 
ain’s  first  world-class  male 
player  for  20  years  is  already 
assured  of  doubling  his  previ¬ 
ous  earnings  this  year  and  will 
collect  £495,400  this  week  if  he 
defeats  Boris  Becker  in  the 
semi-finals  today. 

If  he  upsets  the  German, 
three-times  Wimbledon  cham¬ 
pion.  and  then  wins  the  final 
tomorrow,  he  will  earn 
£990353.. 

Henman  said  yesterday  of 
theprize  money:  “1  am  aware 
of  it  Make  no  bones  about  it 
But  what  is  more  important  is 
that  I  am  playing  Boris  in  his 
home  town  over  five  sets  and  I 
don't  think  you  can  get  much 
better  than  that. 

“Maybe  to  play  him  at 


Wimbledon  on  Centre  Court 
may  be  better,  but  he  says  that 
is  also  his  home.  1  know  there 
is  a  lot  of  money  at  stake  but  I 
am  pleased  with  the  way  I 
have  blocked  it  out  of  my 
mind.  1  have  always  said  that 
tennis  was  more  my  hobby 
than  my  profession-" 

Before  he  came  to  Munich 
as  a  second  reserve  on  Sun¬ 
day.  he  had  earned  £262.000 
in  a  meteoric  year,  during 
which  the  22-year-old  reached 
the  singles’  quarter-finals  at 
Wimbledon.. 

He  received  £30,000 just  for 
turning  up  in  Munich.  When 
Americans  Pete  Sampras  and 
Michael  Chang  withdrew. 
Henman  came  into  the  draw 
and  promptly  earned  £60.000 
by  defeating  Michael  Stich, 
the  1991  Wimbledon  champi¬ 
on.  In  the  quarter-finals  on 
Thursday  he  beat  MaliVai 


Washington,  the  1996  Wimble¬ 
don  finalist  in  straight  sets. 
This  brought  his  week’s  earn¬ 
ings  to  £257,000. 

Asked  yesterday  whether  he 
had  enjoyed  a  fairy-tale  year, 
Henman  replied:  “1  don't 
know  whether  you  could  call  it 
that  1  just  know  that  1  have 
had  a  good  year.  It  is  almost 
unbelievable." 

However,  money  has  never, 
been  the  driving  force  for  the 
Briton,  whose  great  grand¬ 
mother,  Ellen  Stawell-Brown, 
was  the  first  woman  to  serve 
over-arm  at  Wimbledon  and 
whose  grandfather,  Henry 
Billington,  reached  the  third  : 
round  of  the  same  tournament 
three  times  just  after  the 
Second  World  War. 

This  year,  Henman  has 
restricted  himself  to  buying  a 
flat  near  the  Queen’s  Club,  in 
West  Kensington,  .and  driving 


a  Peugeot  205.  He  could  afford 
a  Ferrari  but  says:  "Ir  really 
isn’t  me.  A  Peugeot  gets  me 
from  A  to  B." 

Henman  practised  for  the 
semi-final  yesterday  with 
David  Felgate.  his  coach,  on 
the  same  OlympiahaUe  court 
where  11,000  Germans  will 
today  back  Becker. 


THE  Royal  Academy  last 
night  admitted  that  it  faces 
“serious  financial  problems" 
after  it  was  revealed  that  it  has 
a  deficit  of  £32  million. 

Ernst  &  Young,  the  accoun¬ 
tants  who  were  called  in  by  the 
academy's  solicitors,  have 
been  unable  to  complete  the 
audit  for  the  year  ending 
September  30.  1996.  The  ac¬ 
countants  discovered  that 
£200,000  of  staff  pension  con¬ 
tributions  had  not  been  made 
to  the  correct  fund  and  £1 
million  Trust  funds  for  capital 
expenditure  had  been  used  on 
day-to-day  running  costs.  Its 
overdraft  with  the  Royal  Bank 
of  Scotland  is  £225  million. 

With  deficits  of  £32  million 
in  the  past  two  years,  a 
meeting  next  Thursday  of  the 
academy's  general  assembly 
must  approve  a  rescue  plan  to 
satisfy  bankers  that  urgent 
efforts  are  being  made  to  put 
their  finances  in  order. 

In  a  statement  issued  last 
night  Sir  Anthony  Tennant, 
the  new  chairman  of  the  Royal 
Academy  Trust,  said:  “The 
academy,  like  so  many  other 
art  institutions  both  in  Britain 
and  abroad,  feces  serious  fi¬ 
nancial  problems  but  there  is 
no  question  of  future  insolven¬ 
cy  for  the  academy.  The  appro¬ 
priate  steps  are  now  being 
taken  to  ensure  its  financial 
security." 

Sir  Philip  Dawson,  the 
academy's  president,  said:  "I 
am  certain  that  faced  with  the 
realities  of  our  financial  pos¬ 
ition,  the  academy  will  sup¬ 
port  the  proposals  for  the 
reform  of  our  administration." 

The  scale  of  the  academy’s 

Continued  on  page  2,  col  8 
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1  carat  diamond  rings 
from  Boodles... 


Mounted  in  platinum,  all  certificated 
fine  quality  H  colour  vs2  clarity 


Air  deal  pledge 


British  Airways  has  radicated 
that  ft  would  accept  tough 
conditions  for  its  planned  fink 
with  Amennao  Airlines,  which 
■took!  create  the  world’s  big¬ 
gest  air  partnership — Page  25 


Court  decision  puts  City’s 
liquid  lunchers  on  the  spot 


Shares  fall  after  US 


£4,200 


bank  chiefs  warning 


^  Death  verdict 


By  Adrian  Lee 


By  Janet  Bush,  economics  correspondent 


A  coroner  has  tailed  for  re¬ 
forms  to  police  training  after  a 
jinry  returned  a  verdict  of 
accidental  death  on  a  suspect 
whose  death  in  police  custody 
-sparked  a  riot - —Rage  3 
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THE  role  of  alcohol  in  the 
modem  business  lunch  came 
under  scrutiny  yesterday  after 
.  a  television  executive  lost  his 
damages  daim  against  a  com¬ 
pany  doctor  who  advised  that 
his  drinking  habits haired 
him  from  a  lucrative  job. 

Peter  Baker  who,  it  was 
estimated,  drank  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  at  least  four  bottles  of 
wine  a  week  and  admitted 
enjoying  a  bottle  a  day  for  six 
days  during  a  festival,  was  not 
the  victim  of  negligence  by  Dr 
Geoiges  Kaye,  a  judge  ruled.  . 

Mr  Baker.  53.’  of  Great 
Bookham.  Surrey,  was  due  to 
become  bead  of  international  ■ 
gulps  until  NBC  Europe  on  a 
£45,000  salary  when  he  foiled 
a  pre^rnplqyment  medical. 
He  was  ordered  yesterday  to 
pay  costs  thought  to.  b*  more 
than  £50.000.  Mr  Baker  had 
daimed;  that  Dr  Kaye,  the 
physician  for  NBC’s  parent 
company,  GE,  had  misdiag¬ 
nosed  a  drink  problem. 

He  told  the  High  Court  that 
he  drank-ane  or  two  glasses  of 


wine  a  day  on  average.  Some 
days  he  might -not  drink  at  at 
all  but  in  tiie  week  of  his 
interview  with  NBC  he  had 
been  for  a  lunch  at  which  he 
drank  three  glasses  of  wine.  At 
the  weekend  he  might  have, 
half  a  bottle  of  wine  over 
dinner,  or  a  beer. 

Some  of  the  leading  advo-. 
cates  of  the  alcohol-free  lunch 
are  American-owned  banks. 


Baker  will  have  to  pa; 
.costs  of  about  E50.0GC 


but  they  view  anyone  who 
transgresses  as  requiring 
medical  assistance  rather  than 
-  disciplinary  measures. 

“We  do  not  need  a  company 
policy  about  alcohol  consump¬ 
tion  during  the  working  day." 
a  spokesman  for  the  American 
investment  bank  Goldman 
Sadis  said.  "It  is  simply  part 
of  our  culture.  Our  people 
realise  that  if  you  consume, 
alcohol  it  leaves  you  unable  to 
perform  adequately." 

Trevor  Wheeler,  of  Chase 
Manhattan,  said:  "If  I  do  take 
anybody  for  lunch  I  am  frank¬ 
ly  amazed  if  they  ask  for  any¬ 
thing  to  drink  but  water.  It  jusf 
does  not  happen.  The  Eighties 
are  over,  you  know." 

However,  a  barman  at  tile 
Grande  Marque  wine  bar  on 
JLudgate  Hill  said:  “We  have 
plenty  of  champagne  out  there' 
today,  and  there  will  be  more 
tonight  Perhaps  the  people 
who  do  not  liquid  lunch  never 
came  here  anyway." 


World  of  festivals,  page  3 


LONDON  shares  suffered 
iheir  worst  fall  for  four  years 
yesterday.  The  FTSE 100  index 
of  leading  shares  closed  882 
points  lower  at  3,963.0.  At  its 
worst  point  the  FTSE  had 
plunged  by  16&5  points. 

The  fall  came  after  Alan 
Greenspan,  chairman  of  the 
American  central  bank,  pan¬ 
icked  Wall  Street  with  a  warn¬ 
ing  about  the  dangers  of 
driving  stock  markets  up  into 
a  speculative  bubble. 

He  expressed  concern  about 
“irrational  exuberance”  push¬ 
ing  up  prices.  Although  the 
Chairman  of  the  US  Federal 
Reserve  was  talking  in  general 
terms,  he  is  loo  experienced  a 
central  banker  to  have  been 
unaware  of  the  potential  im¬ 
pact  of  his  remarks. 

Investors  saw  in  his  com¬ 
ments  a  warning  that  he  could 
raise  interest  rates  if  surging 
asset  prices  threatened  control 
on.  inflation.  Wall  Street  has 
jumped  by  25  per  cent  this 
year,  most'  of  that  coming 
since  July: 

Selling  immediately  hit 


shares  in  Tokyo  and  other  Far 
Eastern  markets  and  stocks 
slumped  all  over  Europe  as 
soon  as  markets  opened.  On 
Wall  Street,  the  Dow  Jones 
Industrial  Average  was  down 
by  140  points  at  its  worst  levels 
of  the  day. 

However,  the  panic  subsid¬ 
ed  after  American  employ¬ 
ment  figures  showed  that  US 
unemployment  rose  to  5.4  per 
cent  from  52  per  cent  in 
November,  suggesting  that 
the  American  economy  is 
growing  modestly  enough  not 
to  ignite  higher  inflation  and 
therefore  provoke  a  rise  in 
interest  rates. 

At  midday  an  Wall  Street, 
the  Dow  Jones  index  had 
recovered  more  than  half  the 
ground  to  60  points  lower. 

One  fund  manager  com¬ 
mented:  "This  is  edge-of-the- 
seat  stuff.  You  cant  stop 
concentrating  for  a  second 
with  the  market  like  this." 


Greenspan  warning,  page  25 
Market  report,  page  28 
Stock  market,  page  39 
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BRITAIN  fold  its  EU  parters  yester¬ 
day  that  it  had  no  intention  of 
abolishing  frontier  controls  or  accept¬ 
ing  other  controversial  proposals 
contained  in  a  draft  for  a  revamped 
Maastricht  treaty.  As  Malcolm 
Rifldnd,  the  Foreign  Secretary,  spelt 
out  British  resistance,  France  set  the 
scene  for  a  bumpy  European  summit 
in  Dublin  next  week  by  attacking  the 
Irish  text  as  hopelessly  weak. 

Mr  Rifkind.whowas  in  Brussels  to 
prepare  foe  the  summit;  told  the  other 


J4  ministers  that  Britain  viewed  the 
treaty  outline  as  fair  but  that  it  was 
misguided  in  several  areas.  The 
proposal  to  include  an  employment 
chapter  committing  states  to  job- 
creating  policies  "would  not  create  a 
single  new  job0:  He  also  flatty 
rejected  the  call  to  turn  Europe  into  a 
frontier-free  area  with  common  polic¬ 
ing  by  2001.  Britain’s  island  geogra¬ 
phy  made  border  controls  its  best 
defence  against  crime  and  illegal 
immigration,  he.said.  “It  is  a  fact  of 
EU  life  that  the  United  Kingdom  will . 
retain  its  frontier  controls.” 

Mr  Rifldnd  attacked  a  proposal  to 


give  Brussels  more  control .  over 
defence  through  Are  Western  Euro¬ 
pean  Union,  and  he  voiced  scepticism 
over  the  proclaimed  desire  to  extend 
majority  voting  to  areas  now  gov¬ 
erned  by  tiie  veto. .  Outside'  the. 
ministers’  “conclave",  he  also  took  a 
.  swipe  at  Jacques  Santef,  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  EU  Commission,  for 
.saying  Britain’s,  “moment  of  truth" 
over  Europe  was  arriving.  He  said  M  . 
'  SanteriS  words  were  just  “splendid" 
rhetoric’’.  ; : 

■  Mr  Rtikind’s  sanguine  response  to 
the  draft  treaty,  which  is  due  for 
'(torapletion  next  June,  reflected  Brit¬ 


ain’s  satisfaction  that  the  negotia¬ 
tions  had  so  far  delivered  little  of  the 
red-blooded  federalism  that  Ger¬ 
many  and  its  allies  -had  been  callingr  ■ 
for.  Only  on  social affairs  was 
Britain’s  position  isolated  from  the. 

.  rest,  and  that  was  already  covered  by 
the  opt-out  negotiated  ai  Maastricht, 
Mr  Rifldnd  noted.  -  '  - 

•  British  satisfaction  contrasted  with  : 
an  outburst  from  Herwfe  de  Charette,' 
the  French  Minister,  who  said  the 
draft  treaty  “reflected  the  mediocrity 
of  the  weak  done  So  far”  at' the  inter- 
gavemmental  conference,  the.  rolling 
negotiations .  to  rewrite  the  Maas¬ 


tricht  treaty.  “Things  are  riot  wqrk^f 
mg/hesazcL  w 

He  described  the  call  for  common 
policing  . ami  .open  internal  frontiers 
-as  empty.  Trance  was  appalled  to 
note  that  -Ireland  had.  come  up  with 
no  serious  text  bnrefiHimhgtiK  Ell’s 
-machinery,  inchiding  the  Cotnrais- 
sion  andfeederiaonmakingsyst^ 

'  'Gennamy  gave' the  Tnsh.  draft 
"  modest  praise,  but  officials  privately 
-  shared  .the'Etaxfr  view  mbit  too 
timid  Chanodlor  Kohl  and  President 
Chirac  are  expected  to  issue'*  strong 
call  for-.*  push  to  topfr  enagetic 
.  reform  izr  Dublin.'"  Y  /■' 
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Clarke  could  lead  20 


By  Andrew  Pierce,  political  correspondent 
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The  Columnist 
of  the  Year 


THE  warning  by  Kenneth 
Clarke  that  up  to  20  ministers 
would  join  him  in  a  mass 
resignation  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  if  John  Major  surren¬ 
dered  to  the  Euro-sceptics,  is 
no  idle  threat. 

The  Chancellor  has  told  his 
friends  that  the  issue  is  much 
more  important  than  Europe 
and  die  endless  row  over  the 
single  currency.  It  is,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr  Clarke,  the  soul  of 
the  Tory  party  at  stake. 

The  Tory  whips,  aware  of 
the  potentially  fatal  damage  of 
losing  such  an  outspoken 
Chancellor  so  dose  to  an 
election,  have  identified  the 
most  likely  dissidents  in  the 
Government  ranks.  The  arm- 
twisting  and  subtle  flattery 
has  already  begun  to  ensure 
they  stay  on  side. 

But  some  of  them  have 
already  made  their  minds  up 
to  join  Mr  Clarke  in  exile  on 
the  backbenches.  Mr  Clarke 
would  be  the  unopposed 
champion  of  the  Tory  left, 
John  Redwood  the  standard 
bearer  of  the  right.  Mr-  Major 
would  be  uncomfortably  sand¬ 
wiched  in  the  middle. 

The  spotlight  would  fall  first 
on  the  Cabinet  ministers.  John 
Gummer,  the  Environment 
Secretary,  is  the  most  obvious 
suspect. 

Mr  Gummer,  one  of  the 
longest  serving  ministers, 
would  be  in  a  difficult  dilem¬ 
ma.  A  committed  European, 
he  is  also  a  close  personal 
friend  of  the  Prime  Minister. 
“He  would  be  totff between  his 
loyalty  to  John  Major  and  His 
passionate  belief  in  the  single 
currency.  Europe  might  win," 
said  one  leading  left-wing 
Tory  MP  last  night  Sir 


George  Young,  the  Transport 
Secretary,  who  was.  sacked 
and  resurrected  by  Margaret 
Thatcher,  would  also  be  tar¬ 
geted  by  the  Chancellor's  sup¬ 
porters.  A  question  mark 
would  also  hang  over  William 
Waldegrave,  the  Chief  Secre¬ 
tary  to  the  Treasury,  who  has 
a  high  regard  for  Mr  Clarke. 

A  clutch  of  middle-ranking 
ministers  could  also  follow  the 
Chancellor.  Most  Tory  MPs 
expect  Ian  Taylor,  the  Trade 
and  Industry  minister  and 
MP  for  Esher,  to  be  at  the 
head  of  the  procession. 

Robin  Squire,  the  junior 
education  minister,  and  David 
Curry,  the  deputy  to  Mr 
Gummer,  are  also  thought  to 
be  highly  likely  to  go.  Other 
high-profile  ministers  who 
their  colleagues  expect  to  con¬ 
sider  their  position  include 
Baroness  Chalker  of  Walla¬ 
sey.  the  Overseas  Aid  minis¬ 
ter.  Lady  Chalker,  who  is 
known  to  be  unhappy  at  the 
rhetoric  on  Europe  and  the 
policy  of  non-cooperation  in 
the  beef  war.  She  is  still  sore 


Leading  article,  page  21 


John  Gummer.  left,  and  Sir  George  Young:  both 
might  join  the  Chancellor  on  the  backbenches 


Universities 
will  warn 
students  of 


£1,000  fees 


By  David  Charter 

EDUCATION  CORRESPONDENT 
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While  it's  true  that  the  new  American 
Express  Credit  Card  carries  a  low  16. 7%  APR? 
it  also  delivers  the  excellent  range  of  services 
you  expect  from  American  Express.  All  of 
these  services  can  help  to  make  your  life 
easier,  whether  it's  answering  a -small  query  at 
anytime,  or  providing  urgent  access  to  an 
English  -speaking  doctor  or  lawyer  anywhere 
in  the  world.  A  credit  card  with  these  services 
and  a  low  APR.  Interested? 


To  find  out  how  vws  can  help  you  do 
mon^call  now: 


0800  700  767 
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Barclays  Bank  pic  Standard  Vba  213%  APR.  CM  Card  20. 9%  APR.  American  Express  APR  based  on  £2000  sewage  hneof  craft:  veil  fee  svrrvd 
first  war.  Competitor?  APRs  based  on  Cl  MO  of  credit  milh  fee  included  vhere  appikabk.  Source:  Morey  fuels.  American  Express  may  rary  the  APR  fjjfrres! 
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MANY  university  prosp¬ 
ectuses  are  to  carry  warnings 
that  applicants  face  course 
fees  of  up  to  £1.000  after  vice- 
chancellors  agreed  to  drop 
their  threat  of  a  E300  entry 
levy. 

The  Committee  of  Vice- 
Chancellors  and  Principals 
said  that  a  “substantial"  num¬ 
ber  of  universities  would  alert 
applicants  for  [998  places  that 
fees  were  possible.  Gareth 
Roberts,  the  committee's 
chairman,  said  that  £1X100 
would  be  a  realistic  charge, 
but  not  everyone  would  have 
to  pay  the  full  amount.  The 
wording  of  rhe  warning  has 
yet  to  be  agreed,  but  it  is 
unlikely  to  stare  the  exact  sum 
payable. 

Mr  Roberts  said:  “It  could 
not  be  a  figure  that  was  so 
high  that  it  put  students  off,  or 
a  sum  that  was  too  low.  I 
suspect  you  are  talking  of  a 
figure  of  around  the  £1.000 
mark,  with  a  safety  net  where 
I  suspect  that  at  least  SO  per 
cent  of  the  students  would  not 
have  to  pay  the  lull  sura."  He 
said  reductions  were  likely  to 
be  worked  out  on  the  same- 
basis  used  by  local  authorities 
to  assess  a  student's  wealth 
when  calculating  grants. 

Mr  Roberts  welcomed  the 
extra  £100  million  found  - for 
universities  in  the  Budget  but 
said  that  losses  through  tax 
charges  and  other  changes 
reduced  the  gain  to  £21  mil¬ 
lion.  The  £300  entry  fee  was 
dropped  not  because  of  the 
Budget  but  because  of  legal 
advice  that  students  had  not 
been  given  fair  notice. 

The  committee  appealed  for 
all  universities  to  wait  until 
the  publication  of  Sir  Ron 
Dealing’s  report  on  higher 
education  funding  next  sum¬ 
mer  before  deriding  whether 
to  charge  fees. 

□  Vrce^hanceflors’  cash  shor¬ 
tage  has  led  to  a  breakdown  in 
pay  talks  with  all  staff,  who 
nrfected  their  offer  of  15  per 
cent  and  staged  a  one-day 
strike  last  month.  Mr  Roberts 
said  that,  if  emergency  pay 
talks  on  Thursday  failed,  it 
would  mean  an  end  to  nat¬ 
ional  pay  bargaining.. 


far-  - 
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over  her  failure  to  secure  a 
Cabinet  post  :•  . 

Jeremy  Hanley,  the  Foreign 
Office  minister.-rs  also  known 
for  his  pro-European  views. 
But  his  departure  from  the 
Government  would  be  partic¬ 
ularly  damaging  as  he.  is  a 
former  Tory  Party  chairman. 
Anthony  Nelson,  a  junior 
Treasury  minister,  might  also 
follow  his  boss.  Doubts  also 
persist  about  Nicholas 
Soames,  the  Armed  forces 
minister,  who  famously 
dashed  with  Baroness  That¬ 
cher  over  her  views  on 
Germany,  is  also  at  the  centre 
of  speculation,  although  his 
military  background  and 
training  in  loyalty  mean  he 
would  probably  resist  the 
pressure  to  quit. 

Mr  Clarke,  in  an  interview 
yesterday  with  his  local  news¬ 
paper  the  Nottingham  Eve¬ 
ning  Post,  made  dear. his 
desire  to  lead  the  Tory  party. 
But  he  stressed  that  he  would 
not  challenge  John  Major. 
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Gfilian  ClarikeT  ‘I  havenT  discovered  a  quilter  among  Cabinet  wives”  she  said 


Hints  from  the  political  wives 


are  not  a  patch  on  Mrs  Clarke 


By  Damian  Whitworth 


GILLIAN  CLARK&  wife  of 
the  Chancellor,  is  joining  the 
trend  for  politicians*  wives  to 
reveal  home-loving  glimpses 
of  fife  behind  the  scenes.  She 
is  to  go  on  television  to  tdl  aO 
about  her  love  for  -quilt¬ 
making. 

For  the  first  programme  in 
a  Channel  Four  series  on 
hobbies.  Collector?  Lot,  to  be 
screened  next  month.  Mrs 
Clarice  has  been  filmed  at  the' 
American  Museum  in  Bath. 
She  will  be  seen  shewing  her 
favourite  qutits,  giving1  de¬ 
tailed  tips  on  how  best  to 
practise  her  art  and  recom¬ 
mending  it  as  tile  perifed 


antidote  to'  the  stresses  of 
modem  fife. 

“You  sit  in  a  comfy  chair 
and  just  sew,"  she  says.  “The 
rhythm  calms  you  down,  faiw- 
ezs  the  pufae  rate,  lowers  the 
blood  pressure,  puts  you  back 
on  an  even  keel  with  the 
world  after  what  may  have 
been  a  rather  frustrating  and 
difficult  day."  -V.  - 

Hilkoy  Clinton  led  the 
trend  whh  a  dedaiation  of  a 
hitherto  urumagined  enthusi¬ 
asm  for  home-baking.  Norma 
Major  had  ahigfatprofile  tour 
to  promote  her  bode  about 
Chequers,  ;  and  gave:  a  TV 
interview  on  her  home  con¬ 
cerns.  Cherie,  Booth,  ivffe  of 
Tony  Blafr.  was  a  guest  editor. 


of  the  women’s  '  magazine 
:  Prima...  V 

Mrs  Clarke  says  that  her 
hobby  began  20  years  ago:  “I 
.  had  an  ever-iricrraOTig  pile  of 
-  drtes-malang  leftovers,  and  I 
Wanted  to  do  something  with 
them.  One  of  the  joys  of  old 
qtrilts  is  the  way  they're 
.  treasure  house  of  old  fabrics. 

:  Youcan  seeaUsorts  ofthra  gs 
—most  likely  the  household's 
dofitesmaking  leftovers.” 

•  The  Chancellor  himself  pitj- 
fers  to  relax  in  the  pub  or  the 
curry '  house. .  Mrs  Clarke 
adds  "J  haven't  yet  discow 
ered^a  fdlow  quitter  among 
the  Cabinet  wives.  I  may  dp 
so.  I  shall  probably  have 
dozensof  Idtersnow.” 


Decision  today  on 
museum  charges 


Academy 


The  trustees  of  the  British  Museum  will  meet  today  to  deride  : 
whether  to  introduce  admission  charges  in  the  light  of  a . 
damning  report  on  the  -museum's  internal  practices. 

The  meeting  of  the  trustees,  who  include  Sir  David 
Attenborough,  the  broadcaster  and  naturalist,  and  the  Duke 
of  Gloucester,  wifi  be  attended  by  Dr  Robert  Anderson,  tire 
museum's  director,  who  has  been  stepping  up  his  opposition  - 
to  the  idea  of  admission  fees  in  recent  weeks.  The  trustees 
have  been  studying  a  report  by  Andrew  Edwards,  a  fonner 
Treasuiy  deputy. secretary,  winch  said  the  museum  was 
riddled  with  ineffirieacy.  He  proposed  numerous  job  cols 
and  a  £5  entrance  fee  to  raise  £8  million  a  year. . . , 


Murder  victim’s  fiancee  ill 


The  fiancte  of  Lee  Harvey,  25,  who  was  stabbed  to  death 
after  the  couple  were  pursued  by  another  car  in  the  county  of 
Hereford  and  Worcester  last  weekend,  has  been  admitted  to 
hospital  after  collapsing  earlier  this  week.  Neither  doctors 
nor  police  would  disclose  the  nature  of  Trade  Andrews’s 
illness  last  night  but  Mr  Harvey's  family  said  she  had  been 
under  strain. 


Eighth  food  poison  death 


An  eighth  pensioner  died  at  Falkirk  arid  District  Royal 
Infirmary  yesterday  in  Scotland's  £.  coli  0157  food 
poisoning  outbreak.  The.  elderly  man  was  from  the 
Bonnybridge  area.  Numbers  affected  by  the  outbreak  have 
risen  to  370,  with  194  people  confirmed  as  being  infected 
with  the  E-coli  bacteria.  Fifty-seven  are  in  hospital  and  25 
adults  and  six  children  are  seriously  3L 


Continued  from  page! 
firiandal  incompetence  was  set 
out  last  week  in  an  internal 
memorandum  from  David  .Gor¬ 
don,  the  n  ewly-oppointed  secre¬ 
tary,  to  members  of--  the  • 
academy's  governing  council 
and  to  hs  trustees,  including  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  who  is  Trust 
president.  -  .•  .  .: 

The  rescue  plan  includes  aQ. 
proposal  to  remove  control  from 
the  12-man  council .  of  academi¬ 
cians  and  set  up  a  new  group 
which  .would  include  represen¬ 
tatives  from  all  sections  of  the 
academy,  including  ',  trustees 
and  staff. 

They  also  wish  to  boost' die-, 
income  - far  the  academy  >nd 
have  upset  some  of  tbeiokl 
guard  by  proposing  the  removal 
of  the  academicians’  pf&ate 
assembly  rooms  to  create  more 
space  and  to  convert  part  cf-the 
'  recently  built  SacSer  gallery 
into  a.  cafe.  :  .  ; 

The  academy  is  self-financing 
and  receives  no  grants  from  the  -  - 

taxpayer.  It  is  planning  to 
exjafld'  its:  gaUery_  space  and 
hopes  to  win  lottery  funds  for 
the  takeover  of  the  premises  of 
the  nearby  Museum  of  Man¬ 
kind  which  is  to  be  rehoused  by 
the  British  Museum. 


Schools’  paedophile  warning 


A  dossier,  including  a  photograph,  of  a  convicted  paedophile 
who  has  been  released  from  jail  teas  been  sent  to  140  schools 
in  South  Wales.  Police  sent  personal  details  of  FabioLowrie.  ■ 
4%  to  the  director  of  education  in  Cardiff  advising  him  to 
alert  headteachers  in  schools  in  the  area.  A  similar  pilot 
scheme' is  under  way  in  Portsmouth  in  which  information 
about  convicted  paedophiles  is  sent  to  head  teachers. 


Pupil  dies  of  meningitis 


A  16-year-old  boy  from  Sale  Grammar  School  in  Greater 
Manchester  died  of  meningitis  and  a  15-year-old  gfri  at  the 
school  is  seriously  ill  with  (he  disease.  Berth  contracted  men- 
ingococcal  septicaemia,  the  severest  form.  As  health  officials 
sought  to  reassure  parents,  a  sixth  meningitis  case  was 
confirmed  in  a  male  student  at  University  College,  Cardiff 


Prison  move  for  McAliskey 


The  pregnant  daughter  of  former  nationalist  MP  Bernadette 
McAliskey  has  been  moved  to  Holloway  prison  after  und¬ 
ergoing  a  hospital  scan.  Roisin  McAliskey,  25,  complained 
of  stomach  pains  al  the  all-male  Behnarsh  prison  where  she 
is  faring  extradition.  A  Prism  Service  spokesman  said  ante¬ 
natal  .care  was  more  readily  available  at  Holloway. 
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Bookies  bet  on  lottery  rival 


Bookmakers  are  to  launch  a  pre-Christmas  rival  to  the 
National  Lottery.  The  game  will  feature  a  daily  draw  and 
punters  trill  make  bets  on  the  numbers  they  think  trill  come 
up-  Unlike  the  lottery,  which  has  a  minimum  El  stake;  bets 
as  low  as  I  Op  will  be  allowed  and  players  will  be  able  to  bet 
on  single  numbers  or  on  sevrnL 
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PETER  BAKER  was  known  to 
ergoy  'a  drink  but  had  not 
acquired  a  reputation  for  ex- 
;ces5  in  the -world  of  television 
jjsafes,  where  "lunches  without 

Mk»hoIareiDcxjrK»vable". 
STormer  colleagues  yester- 
®ay  vcriced  support  for  the 
gwcutive  "after  he  lost  his 
jgahn  for  damages  against  a 
wteapany  doctor,  who  said. 
%at  his  drinking  habits  made 
iipfin  unsuitable  for  a  lucrative 


By  Adrian  Lee 


j=  Mi-  Baker,  S3,  had  spent  22 
■years  in  the  business  and 
j^egularly  visited,  film  ?mH 
■television  festivals,  at  a  time 
Jvhen  the  hospitality  was  more 
[lavish  titan  today.  His  job  was 


anyone  else.  He  did  not  have  a 
reputation  as  a  big  drinker.'! 
hilly  understand  why  he  has 
brought  this  case.  People  were 
delighted  when  he  got  the  lob 
at  NBC  and  then  mystified 
when  he  didn't  take  it  up.” 

Mr  Jones,  whose  portfolio 
includes  Inspector  Morse,  said 
the  culture  had  changed  in 
recent  years.  Up  tn  JSOmstrib-. 
utors  might  be  competing  for 
Sales  at  each  festival  and  a 
bottle  of  Perrier  was-  increas¬ 


ingly  as  popular  as  a  fine 
duet  “It  is  a  rarefied  atmo- 


;an  intensely  competitive  field, 
fit  was  accepted  that  entertam- 
ong  potential  buyers  was  an 
integral  part  of  his  role, 
f  “There  is  a  lot.-  ■  of 
Socialising,"  said  Philip  Jones, 
teho  was  at  the  1991  festival  in. 
[Monte  Carlo  where  Mr  Baker 
^admitted  having  a  bottle  of 
[wine  each  day  "Of  course,  you 
[could  just  sit  down  over  a  cup 
[of  tea,  but  it  is  very  difficult 
jurying  to  sell  to  someone  who 
§has  got.  their  drinking  boots 
on  You  sometimes  cant  back 
away  from  that." 

Mr  Jones,  managing  direc¬ 
tor  of  CTE  Carlton,  said: 
"Peter  Baker  did  not  stand  out 
as  being  any  worse  than 


sphere  and  you  are  on  ex¬ 
penses  in  glamorous  places, 
but  you have  to  be  on  your  toes 
24  hours'  a  day.  It  is  hard 
work."  Mr  Jones  said. 

Stephen  Leahy,  chairman  of 
Action  Times,  one  of  Europe’s 
largest  entertainment  and  tele¬ 
vision  production  companies, 
is  renowned  for  throwing  the 
best  opening-night  parties  at 
Cannes..  He  said:  "Lundies 
without  alcohol  are  inconceiv¬ 
able.  It  is  a  sign  of  hospitality. 
We  normally  budget  for  a 
bottle  of  wine  a  head,  that 
wait  and  see. 

T  would  have  thought  a 
bottle  a  day  at  Monte  Carlo 
was  quite  modest  when  you 
remember  that  you  start,  at 
11am  and  might  go  an  until 
three  the  next  morning." 

Jane  Mfllidiip.  who  reports 
on  foe  festivals  for  the  maga¬ 
zine  TV  World,  said  there  had 


Br Stephen  Earrell 


A  CORONER  yesterday 
palled  for  *  far-reaching  re¬ 
forms  to  police  training  afier  a 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
..accidental  death  on  a  Made 
.burglary  suspect  whose  dead) 
m  police  custody  sparked  a 
riot  in  Brfirton  a  year  agtv 

.  The  family  of  Wayne  Efoog- 
jas,  25,  steamed  out  of  South¬ 
wark  Crown  Court  as  the  fore¬ 
man  delivered  the  8-1  majority 
verdict  Relatives  daim  that 
Mr  Douglas,  an  unemployed 
former  postman,  was  suffocat- 

lie  ^cedown  with  his  lands 
.cuffed  behind  his  bade  in 
■Braxton  during  and  after  his 
arrest  last  December. 

.  ‘  The  police,  however,  insist¬ 
ed  that  Mr  Douglas  had  re¬ 
peatedly  lunged  at  them  with 
two  knives  after  he  was 
stopped  because  he  fitted  the 
description  of  a  burglar  who 
•had  stolen  a  couple’s  credit 
"cards  and  cash  at  knifepoint 
minutes  earlier. 

The  jury  took  four  hours  20 
minutes  to  dedde  that  Mr 


Douglas,  iof  Sydenham,  south¬ 
east  London,  had  died  of  heart 
failure  due  to  stress,  exhaus¬ 
tion  and  positional  asphyxia. 

The  Southwark  Coroner,  Sir 
Montague  Levine,  said  that  he 
was  "appalled"  to  learn  that 
Metropolitan  Police.'  officers 
received  just  a  few  minutes* 
training -on tiie:farm  of  as¬ 
phyxia  caused  by  suspects 
being  held  face  down  Mien 
subdued  with  their  hands 
handcuffed  behind  diem.  Ms 
recommendations  included 
more  research  into  die  prob- 
Ians  of  restraining  suspects, 
guidelines  for  all  officers  on 
the  risks  of  positional  asphyx¬ 
ia  where  suspects  are  exhaust¬ 
ed  and  stressed,  refresher 
courses  and  a  booklet  to  be 
issued  to  all  police  officers  on 
the  symptoms. 

After  die  three-week  hear¬ 
ing.  Mr  Douglas's  brother  Al¬ 
bert  appealed  for  calm.  He 
said  the  family  were  disap¬ 
pointed  and  angry  with  the 
verdict  T  have  always  beat 
convinced  that  ray  brother 


Wayne  Douglas:  verdict  of  accidental  death 


was  suffocated  in  Brixton 
police  station." . 

The  family's  solicitor,  Lou¬ 
ise  Christian,  said  they  would 
seek  a  judicial  review,  “The 
coroner  made  errors  of  law  in 
die  way  he  summed  up.  We 
sought  a  verdict  of  unlawful 
foiling.  There  are  two  types  of 
unlawful  foiling:  gross  crimi¬ 
nal  negligence  in  not  getting 
Mr  Douglas  medical  treat¬ 
ment  or  asking  if  he  was  all 
right;  and  unlawful  force, 
because  he  was  put  on  his 
front  unnecessarily. 

“The  coroner  said  die  jury 
had  to  find  both  things  took 
place  when  in  feet  the  jury  had 
to  find  only  one.” 

Police  claimed  Mr  Douglas 
violently  resisted  arrest  when 
confronted.  He  was  hit  with 
police  batons  to  make  him 
drop  a  kitchen  knife,  then 
placed  face  down  in  a  play¬ 
ground  before  being  taken  to 
die  police  station,  where  he 
was  again  held  face-down. 
Witnesses  told  the  inquest  they 
saw  police  raining  blows  an 
him  with  batons.  But  two  post¬ 
mortem  examinations  found 
no  evidence  of  injuries  that 
would  have  contributed  to  his 
death. 

After  Mr  Doaglas  was  seen 
on  the  floor  with  his  eyes 
bulging,  bis  jaw  locked  and 
mucus  coming  from  his 
mouth,  officers  tried  to  resus¬ 
citate  him.  A  post-mortem 
examination  fay  Dr  Frederick 
Patel  concluded  he  died  from 
hypotensive  heart  disease. 
Professor  Bernard  Knight  con- 

dnded  positional  asphyxia 
was  the  cause  and  found  no 
evidence  of  heart  disease. 


Jogger  has 
throat 


slashed 


Murder  charge  PC 
‘had  no  choice’ 


:  A'  WOMAN  was  slashed 
across  the -throat  as  she  was 
onr.  jogging  in  what  police 
described  as  a  motiveless  and 
»  random  attack. 

Maty  Robinson.  41,  a  Drain¬ 
er  of  four,  was  running 
through  MUton  Keynes  m 
Buckinghamshire  with  a 
friend  on  Wednesday  ererwig 
B  when  she  was  tWjedfl* 
had  19  stitches  m  her  throat 

and  face  after  being  cut  with  a 

t  ksng-bladed  knife  . 

15  •  Mrs  Robinson  safo  ^ 

■  night  she  was  convinced  her 
assailant  warned  to  ^  h“: 

1  “All  he  wanted  to  do  was  »  nit 

*  fig** 

■  »sjEs3 

entirely 

have  ruled  out  sex  ana  roo- 
W  h was  gratuitous  vro- 

to  catch  this  man  as 


By  ItM  Jones 


rfidiismanas 
need  wj ^  -  were 

.■SgstfSS 

,  .  with  cropP^  batr- 


A  POLICE  officer  accused  of 
murdering  an  unarmed  man 
told  an  Old  Bailey  jury  yester¬ 
day  that  he  had  no  choice  but 
to  fire  his  gun  because  he 

believed  his  life  was  in  danger. 

PC  Patrick  Hodgson,  49. 
said  he  was  shaking  when  he 
shot  and  Wlted  Dawd  Ewin  as 
he  tried  todriveoffinaToyota 
car  that  had  been  boxed  in  by 
police  and  other  vehicles  near 
Hammersmith  Bridge  in  west 
London.  - 

The  aunt  was  -told  that  PC 
Hodgson,  a  specialist  firearms 
officer,  had  been  a  member  of 
the  crew  of  a  Metropolitan 
Mice  armed  response  vehicle 
when  the  incident  occurred  in 
February  last  year.  PC  Hodg¬ 
son  told  the  court  he  thought  - 
that  Mr  Ewin,  38,  a  suspected 
car  thief,  may  have  carried  out 

an  arrcted  robbery  when  fas 
saw  him  sprinting  out  of  an  . 
off-licence,  -  - 

He  said  Mr  Ewin  ignored 
his  warnings  to  stop  .and  ran 
into  the  car.  “I  drew  my  gun 
and  shouted  'Armed  police*  to 
.  stop  him  escapir^  and  ai  the 
same  time  to  defend  myself 


from  any  possible  threat  from 
inside  the  car. 

“While  I  hadn't  seen  him 
carrying  a  weapon,  once  in  the 
car  any  weapon  in  the  vehicle 
would  have  been  a  threat  to 
me i  ...  I  felt  extremely 
vulnerable." 

He  said  Mr  Ewin,  of 
Roehampton.  southwest  Lon¬ 
don,  continued  to  shunt  tile 
vehicle  backwards  and  for¬ 
wards  as -he  tried  to  escape.  "I 
was  totally  shocked  because 
with  that  one  exception  people 
had  always  complied  with  ray 
demands  when  I  pointed  a 
gun  at  them."  It  was,  he  said, 
the  only  time  he  had  fired  a 
gun  on  operational  duty,  since 
qualifying  in  1980  as  a  fire- 
arms  instructor. 

PC  Hodgson,  who  denies 
murder,  told  Nicholas 
Purnell.  QC.  for  the  defence: 
“There  was  no  other  option, 
nothing  else  I  could  have 
done.  I  was  never  out  of 
danger  ...  I  tried  all  tite 
conventional  methods  but  fir¬ 
ing  the.  gun.  was  the  last 

resort." 

The  case  continues. 
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been' a  decline  in  lavish  enter¬ 
taining.  “The  champagne 
breakfast  is -rare.  Often  there 
are  meetings,  every  half  hour. 
You  cant  say  that  befog  wined 
and  dined  for  a  week  is  ail 
pain,  but  people  come  back 
exhausted.”  • 

• .  She  added,  however;  “It  is 
still  very  much  a  relationship 
business.  Relationships  are 
fortified  over  a  glass  of  wine 
andacanapei" 

.Mr  Baker  lives  in  a  large 
detached  house  ui  Great  ' 
Bookham.  Sumy,  with  his 
wife  Beryl  and  three  children. 
“He  is  a  family  man."  one' 
resident  said.  “I  remember  he 
used  to  be  away  all  ihe  time  on 
business,  often  to  America. 
Bur  he  didn't  strike  me  as  a  big 
drinker.  He's  a  nice  chap." 

Mr  Baker  began  his  tele¬ 
vision  career  in  1969  with 
Warner  Brothers  and  had  also 
worked  for  Production  Asso¬ 
ciates,  Global  Television  and 
Talbot  Televirion.  'After  losing 
the  post  with  NBC  Europe  in  « 
1991  he  set  up  his  own  distri¬ 
bution  company,  Doljac. 

Mr  Baker  had  claimed  that 
Dr  Georges  Kaye,  the  physi¬ 
cian  for  NBC's  parent  com¬ 
pany,  GE,  had  misdiagnosed 
a  drink  problem.  Bat  a  High 
Court  judge  ruled  yesterday 
that  he  was  not  the  victim  of 
negligence  by  Dr  Kaye. 

Deputy  Judge  Robert  Owen. 
QC,  said  a  substantial  body  of 


Guard  on 
Lawrence 
son  alter 
kidnap  bid 


By  Joanna  Bale 


Peter  Baker,  left;  had  alleged  negligence  by  Dr  GeorgesKaye,  who  said  his  drinking  made  him  unsuitable  for  a  job 


reasonable  medical  opinion 
would  have  reached  the  same 
conclusion  as  Dr  Kaye,  a 
vastly  experienced  physician. 
Also,  Mr  Baker  had  been 
evasive  about  his  drinking. 

Doctors  will  be  open  to 
challenge  from  people  under¬ 
going  company  medicals,  de¬ 
spite  Mr  Baker's  defeat.  The 
judge  ruled  that  the  case 
established  a  new  principle: 
the  doctor,  although  employed 
by  the  company,  also  had  a 
responsibility  to  foe  patient. 

Dr  Kaye,  who  is  based  in 
Harley  Street,  was  in  France 
on  company  business  but  was 
relieved  to  have  been  been 
vindicated,  his  solicitor  said. 


TV  firm’s  £8,000  drinks  bill 


By  Adrian  Lee 


THE  company  that  refused  to 
employ  Peter  Baker  because 
he  had  an  alleged  drink 
problem  spent  thousands  of 
pounds  on  alcohol  recently 
when  it  threw  a  huge  party  in 
a  French  rhfttpan 
NBC  celebrated  its  seventi¬ 
eth  anniversary  with  a  cele¬ 
bration  in  Cannes,  on  the 
penultimate  night  of  the  an¬ 
nual  October  television  festi¬ 
val  The  total  bili  for  the 
evening  came  to  £27,000,  with 


£21000  spent  on  drinks.  Most 
went  on  alcohol.  "It  was  the 
highlight  of  the  week."  one 
partygoer  said.  “There  were 
certainly  some  very  drunk 
people  there."  The  party  went 
on  until  330am.  “  1 1  was  stiH  in 
full  swing  but  that  was  when 
the  chateau  dosed." 

Many  of  those  at  the  party 
attended  festival  events  the 
next  day  for  their  companies. 
The  High  Court  was  told  that 
NBC’s  American  parent  com¬ 
pany.  General  Electric  Tech- 
'  meal  Services,  frowned  on 


aloohoL  Those  who  drank  at 
lunchtime  and  refused  to 
change  their  habits  were 
eased  out  of  the  company. 

Mr  Baker  admitted  drink¬ 
ing  a  bottle  of  wine  a  day  at  a 
festival  in  Monte  Carla  short¬ 
ly  before  he  underwent  a  pre¬ 
employment  medical  A 
former  medical  director  of  the 
company  told  the  court  that  it 
had  a  "strict  policy  on  alco¬ 
hol"  because  it  was  estimated 
that  drinking  by  executives 
cost  millions  of  dollars  a  year 
in  poor  derision-making. 


THE  son  of  the  murdered 
headmaster  Philip  Lawrence 
was  escorted  to  school  yester¬ 
day  by  detectives  hunting  a 
mystery  couple  who  attempted 
to  abduct  him  from  his  home. 

Mr  Lawrence’s  widow, 

Frances,  has  told  police  that  a 
man  and  a  woman  claiming  to 
be  from  the  social  services 
came  to  the  house  and  asked 
for  Laden  Lawrence,  nine. 
They  tried  to  persuade  her  to 
lei  them  lake  him  away  for  a 
medical  examination,  and  re¬ 
ferred  to  his  GP  by  name. 

At  the  Lawrence  family 
home  yesterday  in  Ealing, 
west  London,  Detective  In¬ 
spector  Alan  Gale  said:  “police 
are  investigating  an  allegation 
of  attempted  abduction  of  Mrs 
Lawrence's  son  from  this  ad¬ 
dress  on  Wednesday  after¬ 
noon.  She  was  suspicious  and 
refused  access." 

The  man  was  aged  about 
40,  5ft  Ufa,  with  short  brown 
hair  and  black-rimmed  glass¬ 
es,  and  wore  a  beige  mackin¬ 
tosh.  The  woman  was  about 
28,  black,  5ft  6i n.  with  short. 
blade,  bobbed  hair,  and  wore 
a  black  jacket  and  black  shirL 

Police  said  that  there  was  no 
evidence  of  any  link  with  a 
stalker  who  troubled  Mrs 
Lawrence  earlier  this  year. 
Officers  are  investigating  any 
liitics  with  similar  attempts  to 
lure  children  in  the  west 
London  area. 

Mr  Lawrence  was  stabbed 
last  December  outside  St 
George’s  school,  Maida  Vale. 
A  boy  of  16  was  held  for  life. 
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Airlines  challenge 
new  restrictions 
on  aircraft  noise 

By  Harvey  Elliott,  air  correspondent 


AIRLINES  yesterday  won 
High  Court  approval  for  a 
legal  challenge  to  government 
proposals  for  a  clam  pd  own  on 
aircraft  noise. 

Mr  Justice  Poppiewell  gave 
permission  for  fata,  the  Inter¬ 
national  Air  Transport  Associ¬ 
ation.  to  seek  a  judicial  review 
of  tighter  noise  restrictions  on 
aircraft  taking  off  from  Heath¬ 
row,  Gatwick  and  Stansted. 

The  regulations  were  due  to 
come  into  force  on  January  1 
but  will  be  postponed  pending 
the  case,  expected  early  in  the 
new  year.  Environmental  and 
residents'  groups  were  an¬ 
gered  by  the  postponement 
Dermot  Cox,  chairman  of  the 
Heathrow  Association  for  the 
Control  of  Aircraft  Noise, 
said:  “It  is  quite  despicable 
that  the  airlines  are  not  only 
refusing  to  accept  that  im¬ 
provements  have  to  be  made 
to  the  environment  but  are 
able  to  postpone  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  policies. 

“They  will  learn  eventually 
that  they  have  to  work  with  the 


communities  rather  titan  con¬ 
front  them  at  every  turn. 
Whatever  happens,  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  must  stand  up  to 
their  bullying  tactics." 

The  Transport  Department 
planned  to  cur  the  maximum 
permitted  noise  by  three  deci¬ 
bels  during  the  day  and  by  two 
at  night.  Scientists  said  that 
this  would  have  a  significant 
impact  on  the  amount  of  noise 
aircraft  were  permitted  to 
make,  and  would  encourage 
airlines  to  invest  in  quieter 
jets. 

lata  will  argue  that  the  new 
limits  are  unlawful,  “not  oper¬ 
ationally  achievable  and  will 
have  a  severe  impact  on  the 
long4iaui  operations  of  major 
carriers”.  It  said  that  hun¬ 
dreds  of  older  aircraft  would 
be  barred  and  newer  jets 
would  have  to  reduce  their 
load  of  fuel,  cargo  or  passen¬ 
gers  to  conform  to  the 
regulations. 

‘The  Government  signed  an 
international  agreement  in 
1990  which  allowed  airlines  to 


use  older  aircraft  (known  as 
chapter  two  jets)  until  2002," 
an  lata  spokesman  said.  "Hie 
British  Government,  however, 
introduced  these  new  rules 
without  consultation  and 
many  of  our  members,  who 
are  gradually  phasing  out 
these  aircraft,  are  faced  with 
having  to  stop  flying  to 
London  from  the  beginning  of 
next  month." 

lata,  which  represents  2S4 
airlines  carrying  95  per  cent  of 
the  world's  international 
scheduled  traffic,  also  wants  to 
overturn  a  requirement  for 
aircraft  to  reach  a  minimum 
height  of  1,000ft  at  a  given 
distance  from  take-off. 

The  Department  of  Trans¬ 
port  is  considering  equally 
tight  noise  constraints  on  air¬ 
craft  as  they  land.  Complaints 
about  aircraft  noise  at  Heath¬ 
row  are  failing  despite  a  sharp 
increase  in  the  number  of 
flights.  But  they  are  rising  fast 
at  Gatwick.  where  BA  has 
switched  hundreds  of  addi¬ 
tional  flights. 


*  -  •  3*. 
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AGATNSTT  all  the  weather  forecasts,  a 
blizzard  lays  a  blanket  of  snow  deep  and 
crisp  and  even  on  the  grounds  of  the 
Royal  Pavilion  in  Brighton.  Even  more 
remarkably,  it  does  it  every  evening  at 
4o’dock  on  the  dot  for  an  hour  because, 
tired  of  waiting  for  the  vagaries  of  the 
English  winter  to  produce  a  traditional 
white  Christmas,  the  town's  council  has 
turned  to  technology  to  whip  up  the 
festive  spirit  The  snow  is  made  from 


White  Christmas 
falls  on  the  dot 

foam  and  produced  by  machines  hung 
in  four  trees  in  the 'grounds  of  the 
pavilion,  once  the  ranee  Regent's 
extravagant  summer  retreat  To  add  to 
the  traditional  Yuletide  scene,-  carols  are 


sung  and  ponyttap  rides  are  offered 
around  the  fawns  agah&t-a  backdrop  of 
40,000 fairy  lights.  Amanda  Shepbercb  a 
spokeswoman  for  Brighton  council, 
raid:  Tt  creates  a  traditional  image  of 
what  we  imagine  Christmas  to  be  tike." 
The  snow,  wttch  metis  away  each  night,' 
will  fail  until  Christmas  Eve  when  the 
'machines  wffl  be  tarried  off  Miss 
Shepherd  said:  “It  is  then  up  to  nature  if 
it  wants  to  follow  our  tead." 


Millennium 
exhibition 
cost  rises  ■ 
by  £200m 

.  By  Damian  WfflTvwwm  . 

THE  Mflfehnium  Eriiflmion 
.at-.  Greenwich!  will  cost 
'£700  million,  -£20Q  million 
more  thari^the  must"  recent 
official  estimate,  according  to 
its'  organisers.  .Their,  business 
plan  for  ihe  .  evenl  wifi  he 
presented  to  the  Millennium 
Commission  nest  week. 

The  commission  will  decide 
whether  the  plan  is  acceptable 
or  if  the  exhibition,  which  ha^ 
had  a-  battle  to  raise  the 
necessary  .private',  backing 
should  be  scrapped.  ' .  .  . 

The  commission  will  not 
asked  to  increase  its  £200  miL 
lion  contribution,  and  private 
.  spansdrshipjs  expected  tti'stay 1 . 
at  E150  raiUibn.  Instead,  Mifc 
fenmum  Central.  the  operat¬ 
ing  company,  believes  the  ex¬ 
tra  cash  will  come  from  mer¬ 
chandising,  media  fees,  and . 
gate  receipts."  Iris  alto  hoped 
that  more  spontorship  will  bti 
raised  for  inuring  events.  -  -W 
'  However, .  the  organisersr 
will  make  it  dear  thatboth  the 
Government  and  Opposition 
must  be  prepared  to  guarantee 
borrowings  for  stxh.a  hugd 
project  in  .  order  for  work  to 
begin  early  next  year.  .  • : - 
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Prince  urged  to  help; 
boost  communities 


Br  John  Young 


THE  Wnoe  ofWhles  is  being 
urged  to  sound  a  "darion  call” 
to  win  greater  public  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  rde  of;  local  com¬ 
munity 'enterprise  in  creating 
a  hairier,  hsahhier  and  more 
-justsociety.- 

The  Prince  met  a  delegation 
from  Business  in  the  Com¬ 
munity  in  UverpQol  yester-  . 
day.  He.  wa^  "fold  'that 
govermnent,  local  smthofrities,'' 
industry  and  commerce,  and  - 
seats  of  learning — particular- 
ly^  schools  for  busmess,  medi- 
one  and  aniritecture  — 
needed  to  be  made,  aware  of 
the  benefits  of  -  involving 
people  who  fiad  previously  frit  . 
excluded  from  decisions  affect¬ 
ing  their  lives.  -  j . 

The  Prance  was  reminded  of 
his  oWn  reoentiy  staled  wish  fo 
see  a  spiritual  as  well  ,as  a 
physical  dimfensteto  ^6  the 
coming  ntiUemiiuni  oHebra- 
tions.  ftutherships .  between ' 
business  and  local  communi¬ 
ties  required  a  moral"  as  well 
as  a  financial  obmmitmtfht, 
and  In  the  process  encouraged 
new  attitudes  to  people’s  du¬ 
ties  and  responsibilities  to 
tiieir  fellow  citinans. 

.  The  dekgation,  led  l?y  Peter 
Davis,'  chief  laecutive  of  the 
Prudential  Corpor^ion,  told 
the  Prince  tiiat  existing  public 
funding  structures  were  quite 
inappropriate  in  meeting  aom- 
munrtyneedi  • 

The  Rev  Andrew  Mawson, 
tiuef  oiecutiveof  the  Bromley- 


by-Bow  Centos  in  east 
London,  dted  a  recent  survey 
among  community  groups 
which  found  that  only.  !  .per 
cent  believed  the  present  fund¬ 
ing  mechanisms ^were  satisfac¬ 
tory.1  .Money  from  the 
Treasury  wentta  local  Author¬ 
ity  housing,  education  and 
social  services  departments 
and  there  was  widespread 
-waste.  ;" 

The  Prince  agreed  that,  the 
Treasury  was  .  “a  problem" 


^ELO/77^ 


^  9  *  •V/ 

and  toggested  also  that  .the 
National  Audit  Office  was  a 
damixaner.  on  funds  being 
spent  more  imaginatively.  He 
ui^cd  delegates  to  take  the  ’ 
initiative,  in.  Showing :  hdw 
money  was  wasted. 

The  awards  have  been  spam 
sored  by  The  Times  since  their 
inception  in  '1986.  -  "  • 

pReporft  on.  some  of  %he 
entries  for  the  1996  Cdmmuiir  ■ 
ity  Enterprise  A»wnir:  wOl. 
appear  in  The  "nines  shortly  W  ’ 
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situation.  If  we  had  not  been  there  to 
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School  set  up  with  highest  18th-century  ideals  now  finds  itself  derided  by  critics  and  deeply  in  debt 


sony  picture  of 


By  Russell  Jenkins  and  Isabel  Cariisub 


THE  Royal  Academy,  which 
was  revealed  yesterday  as 
being  £3  million  in  debt,  has 
been  plagued  with  financial 
problems  in  recent  years  and 
riven  by  rivalries  between 
traditionalists  and  modern¬ 
isers,  artists  and  architects. 
Next  month.  Trevor  dark,  hs 
former  bursar,  is  to  appear  at 
Southwark  Crown  Court  to 
piswer  theft  charges  amount¬ 
ing  to  £389,000  of  the  acade¬ 
my’s  funds. 

..  It  has  been  dismissed  fctf 
opponents  as  an  irrelevant 
anachronism  for  most  of  this 
century,  and  its  Summer  Exhi- 
.bition  is  derided  by  art  critics. 

All  this  is  a  far  cry  from  the 
Spirit  of  1768,  when  a  group  of 
artists  championed  by  Benja¬ 
min  West  sought  the  support 
of  George  LIT  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  “well-regulated 
school  or  academy  of  design 
and  an  annual  exhibition”.  It 
was  founded  with  a  member¬ 
ship  of  up  to  40  academicians, 
“men  of  fair  moral  characters, 
of  high  reputation  in  their 
professions”. 

Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  was  the 
first  president  and  held  office 
until  his  death  in  1792.  He  laid 
down  the  concept  of  the  acade¬ 
my  as  a  body  of  professional 
men  “to  direct  the  student” 
and  form  a  “repository  far  the 


great  examples  of  the  Art” 
The  firet  home  for  the  acade¬ 
my's  schools  and  exhibitions 
was  in  Pall  Mali  They  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Somerset  Palace  in 
1780.  then  shared  premises 
with  the  National  Gallery  in 
Trafalgar  Square  for  some 
years  before  moving  to  Bur¬ 
lington  House,  in  Piccadilly, 
in  1867. 

Its  authority  was  unques¬ 
tioned  until  the  last  decades  of 
last  century,  when  groups 
such  as  die  New  English  Art 
Club  and  the  London  Group 
were  formed  to  challenge  what 
they  believed  was  the  acade¬ 
my's  stultifying  effect  on  inno¬ 
vation  and  creativity. 

This  century  the  academy 
has  lost  ground  to  the  Arts 
Council  and  the  Tate  Gallery. 
Its  schools,  whose  students 
once  included  Turner,  Consta- . 
ble  and  Millais,  have  been 
compared  unfavourably  with 
more  go-ahead  establish¬ 
ments,  such  as  Goldsmiths', 
which  produced  Damien 
Hirst. 

It  is  the  oldest  fine  arts 
institution  in  Great  Britain 
and  its  elderly  membership  is 
made  up  of  the  most  distin¬ 
guished  artists  and  architects 
in  the  country.  Originally  run 
by  artists  for  artists  alone,  foe 
academy  still  receives  no  gov- 


Surrounded  by  riches,  staff 
await  news  of  their  fate 


By  Kathryn  Knight 

STAFF  at  the  Royal  Academy 
'fretted  over  their  future  yes¬ 
terday  near  one  of  Britain's 
most  valuable  permanent 
displays. 

Michelango’s  masterpiece 
sculpture  Madonna  and 
Child  with  the  Infant  St  John 
is  worth  at  least' £50  miDioo. 
Visitors  carried  evening  news¬ 
papers  reporting  a  financial 
crisis.  The  glimpsed  headlines 
were  the  find  real  news  of  any 
problem  for  some  of  the  196 
employees  at  the  Academy's 
grand  buddings  in  Piccadilly. 

As  crowds  of  school  parties 
and  tourists  jostled  their  way 
through  three  exhibitions,  foe 
staff  were  muted  and  fretful. 
Many  were  initially  aston¬ 
ished  when  told  of  the  Acade¬ 
my's  financial  plight,  and  too 
fearful  to  comment  at  length. 
Those  who  did  were  angry 
that  they  had  not  been  in¬ 
formed  directly. 

“I  think  most  of  us  had  an 
inkling  there  were  financial 
’problems  because  we  were  all 


Infant  St  John  t, 

being  asked  to  work  extra 
days  and  extra  shifts.”  one 
ticket  collector  said.  “It  is 
general  knowledge  that 
money  is  short  here  and  belts 
are  being  tightened,  but  these 
figures  are  astronomical." 

Another  said:  “The  least  we 
can  hope  for  now  is  that  our 
jobs  are  safe." 

In  .one  section  of  an  upstairs 
entrance  hall,  raffle  tickets  are 
sold  to  raise  funds.  In  three 
months;  ticket  sales  have 
gathered  about  £20,000. 

■  There  are  three  paying  exhi¬ 


bitions:  Living  Bridges,  a  dis¬ 
play  of  models  and  designs 
for  a  new  inhabited  bridge  in 
London;  Alberto  Giacometti 
a  display  of  works  by  foe 
Swiss  sculptor  and  painter 
and  artist's  drawings  from  the 
Thaw  Collection.  Tickets  cost 
£5  for  each  exhibition,  al¬ 
though  a  package  ticket  is  £9. 

Many  visitors  yesterday 
said  they  would  be  prepared 
to  pay  a  higher  entrance  fee. 
Jbssi  MordaL  from  Norway, 
who  visits  every  year,  said:  “It 
is  a  major  attraction  for 
tourists.  I  see  oo  reason  why 
they  cannot  up  the  prices  to 
help  them  —  people  think 
nothing  of  paying  four  times 
as  much  for  a  night  at  the 
theatre  or  a  concert” 

Diane  Radleigh  from  Lud¬ 
low.  Shropshire,  hoped  that 
the  Academy  would  not  be 
“horribly  araimerrialised”. 
She  said:  “I  can  just  see  it  — 
the  Royal  Academy  HoteL  It 
would  be  a  dassic  symbol  of 
national  decline  if  we  cannot 
keep  tins  lovely  institution 
untouched.” 
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emnienf  funding.  It  has  al*. 
ways  depended  for  a  large 
pan  of  its  income  on  a  cut  of 
foe  profits  of.  the  annual 
exhibition,  first  held  in  1769 
and  now  known  as  foe  Sum¬ 
mer  Exhibition.  The  academy 
deducts  a  30  per  cent  commis¬ 
sion  on  works  sold  and.  in  the 
past  few  years,  has  made  an 
annual  surplus  of  £200.000. 

The  first  temporary  loan 
exhibition  was  held  in  Janu¬ 
ary  1870.  The  problem  in 
recent  years  has  been  to 
present  an  appealing  year- 
round  programme  of  exhibi¬ 
tions  while  stED  making  an 
overall  profit. 

Sponsorship  to  underwrite 
exhibition  expenses  has  been 
increasingly  hard  to  find  and 
several  shows  were  nearly 
cancelled  recently.  In  August 
the  curators  invited  by  the 
academy  to  mount  the  Lord 
Leighton  exhibition  had  to 
come  up  with  £150,000  them¬ 
selves  to  prevent  its  cancel¬ 
lation.  . 

A  survey  of  the  academy's 
finances  for  1991-94,  published 
in  the  February  issue  of  The 
Art  Newspaper,  showed  that 
eight  shows  brought  in  a  profit 
after  reimbursing  the  sponsor, 
two  broke  even  and  13  resulted 
in  a  loss.  The  greatest 
lossmaker  was  foe  exhibition 


The  Royal  Academy  and  its  first  president,  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  v/ho  wanted  it  to  be  “a  repository  for  the  great  examples  of  the  Art" 


of  American  20th-century  art. 
which  resulted  in  a  deficit  of 
£613^48.  ' 

Africa:  The  Art  of  a  Conti¬ 
nent ,  held  last  autumn,  was  a 
particularly  ambitious  show 
that  cost  £15  million  to  mount 
and  needed  500,000  visitors  to 
break  even.  It  was  a  critical 
success  but  a  financial  failure. 


as  only  250.280  people  came  to 
see  it 

This  autumn  a  huge  gap 
was  left  in  the  exhibition 
programme  by  the  late  cancel¬ 
lation  of  an  exhibition  of  20th- 
century  art  that  was  to  have 
filled  three  other  London  gal¬ 
leries  as  well.  The  current 
Giacometti  show  was  brought 


from  Edinburgh  to  plug  foe 
hole. 

Burlington  House  was  re¬ 
modelled  in  the  I8ih  century 
by  foe  third  Lord  Burlington. 
The  original  rooms,  known  as 
the  Private  Rooms,  display  a 
selection  of  the  works  from  the 
academy's  collection. 

The  main  galleries  down¬ 


stairs  are  used  for  foe  Sum¬ 
mer  Exhibition.  Upstairs  the 
Jill  and  Arthur  M.  Sackler 
Galleries,  remodelled  in  1991, 
are  used  for  temporary  exhibi¬ 
tions.  The  academy's  most 
prized  possession,  Michelan¬ 
gelo’s  The  Virgin  and  Child 
with  the  Infant  St  John,  is  on 
permanent  exhibition  in  the 


Sackler,  where  it  can  be  seen 
four  days  a  week. 

The  schools,  where  60  post¬ 
graduate  students  work,  are 
behind  the  scenes.  The  life- 
class  room  has  recently  been 
refurbished.  There  is  also  a 
library  housing  documents  on 
the  history  of  an  and  a  print 
room. 
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Halfords  Travellers 
Emergency  Kit 


Includes  water  dispersant,  disposable  gloves, 
booster  cables  and  torch  (batteries  not  included) 
in  a  handy  storage  case. 


New 


SAVE  £3 


Halfords  Motorists 
Emergency  Tool  Kit 


Essential  36  piece  tool  kit  for  emergency  repairs 
complete  with  zipper  case. 

Was  £17*99 

Now  only  £14.99 


Halfords 

Winter  Essentials  Kit 


New 


SAVE  £3 


Halfords  Emergency 
Escape  Kit 


Includes  Life  Hammer  to  break'car  window 
and  fire  extinguisher. 

;  Was£L9r9&,.  ; 


Now  only  £16.99 


Halfords 
Multi  Function  Lamp 


Torch  beam;  fluorescent  lamp  and  Ted  wa 
flash  all  in  one  (batteries  rtot  included), 


Only £12.99 


Now 


SAVE  £2 

Ever  Ready 
Rubber  Torch 

Complete  with  batteries. 
Was  ££*99- 

Now  only  £4.99 


GIFTS 


WE’RE 


New 


Halfords  Emergency 
Puncture  Kit 


For  a  quick  roadside  repair  without  changing  the 
wheel.  Includes  Tyreweld  (seals  and  inflates  tyres 
instantly  until  a  permanent  repair  can  be  arranged) 
and  a  rubber  torch  (batteries  not  included). 

All  in  a  handy  storage  pack. 


Only  £9.99 


FOR  EVERY 
EMERGENCY 
ONLY  AT 
HALFORDS. 
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fresh  inquiry  on 


THE  Home  Secretary  has  said 
he  will  consider  carefully  a 
request  for  a  fresh  inquiry  into 
the  Hillsborough  disaster  in 
the  light  of  concerns  raised  by 
a  television  drama-documen¬ 
tary  screened  on  Thursday. 

Michael  Howard  was 
handed  a  letter  asking  for  a 
new  inquiry  by  Kathy  EUis  of 
Carlisle,  the  daughter  of  one  of 
the  victims,  yesterday.  The 
Home  Secretary  told  her.  "I 
will  look  at  this  letter  and  any 
other  communication  l  receive 
and  I  will  consider  it  very 
carefully." 

Richard  Wells.  Chief  Con¬ 
stable  of  South  Yorkshire 
Police,  which  took  most  of  the 
bl  ame  for  the  tragedy  in  which 
96  fans  died,  yesterday  found 
himself  in  an  argument  with 
families  of  the  victims  and 
their  supporters.  Mr  Wells 
had  said  that  on  his  first 
viewing  of  the  Granada  TV 
programme  he  saw  “nothing 
new".  He  promised,  however 
“We  will  replay  the  film  and  1 
give  a  solemn  undertaking 
that  if  there  is  new  material  we 
will  pursue  it"  ' 

The  Hillsborough  Family 
Support  Group  said  that  the 
programme  included  new  evi- 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 


dence  supporting  its  case. 
TYevor .  Hicks,  the  group’s 
chairman,  who  lost  his  daugh¬ 
ters  Sarah  and  Vicky  in  the 
disaster  and  whose  marriage 
has  since  broken  up.  said  it 
was  enough  for  a  jury  to  alter 
the  inquest  verdict  of  acciden¬ 
tal  death. 

The  film  touched  on  missing 
videotapes  of  crowd  scenes  at 
the  ground  and  witness  state- 
men  tsbeing  changed.  It  also 
highlighted  the  families'  claim 
that  a  security  camera  cover¬ 
ing  the  pens  where  the  fans 
■  were  crushed  as  the  crowd 
surged  was  working,  contrary 
to  statements  at  the  time. 

The  inquest  was  told  that 
the  camera  was  defective, 
preventing  police  in  the  stadi¬ 
um,  control  roam  seeing  that 
the  pens  were  full  as  they 
decided  to  open  the  gates  to 
relieve  pressure  from  outside. 

Roger  Houldsworth,  a  tech¬ 
nician  who  installed  and 
maintained  the  camera  at  the 
Sheffield  Wednesday  ground,  . 
has  signed  an  affidavit  saying 
that  the  camera  was  function¬ 
ing.  Mr  Hides  said:  “If  Mr 
Houldsworth  is  right,  other 
.people  must  be  wrong.  We  are 
calling  on  the  Home  Secretary 


Richard  Wells.  Chief  Constable  of  South  Yorkshire, 
and  Trevor  Hides,  of  the  Hillsborough  family  group 


£28,000  award  over  racial 


By  Richard  Ford 
HOME  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  Prison  Service  has  lost 
an  attempt  to  reduce  damages 
of  £28,000  awarded  to  a  black 
employee  over  racial  discrimi¬ 
nation.  An  employment  ap¬ 
peal  tribunal  upheld  the  level 
of  damages  won  by  Claude 
Johnson,  a  prison  auxiliary 
officer,  after  finding  ii  was  the 
worst  cdse  its  members  had 
come  across. 

In  its  ruling,  published  yes¬ 
terday.  the  appeal  tribunal 
said  that  while  the  award  to 
Mr  Johnson.  27.  announced 
‘■ptyear,  was  "larger  than  any 


other  reported  award  for  inju-. 
ry  to  feelings",  it  was  appro-, 
priate:  ■  _  . 

“This  was  a  campaign  of 
discrimination  over  a-  period  - 
in  excess  of  18  months  involv¬ 
ing  exposure  to  humitiation. 
ostracism,  ridicule  and  con¬ 
tempt  at  the  respondent’s  {Mr 
Johnson's]  place  of  work.” 

Mr  Johnson,  who  works  at 
Brixton  jail,  was  ostracised  by  : 
other  employees  there  after 
complaining  about  a  blade 
prisoner  being  attacked  by  a 
number  of  officers.  He  was  no 
longer  asked  to  play  cricket 
with  colleagues  or  join  them 
for  a  drink.  After  complaining 


to  the  governor  about'  his 
treatment,  for  six  months  he 
was  given  less  overtime  than 
white  colleagues. 

An  officer  told  Mr  Johnson, 
who  was  bom  in'  Britain,  to 
“sing  because  all  you  guys  can 
sing".  On  another  occasion  he 
was  told  to  run  with  some 
bags  because  “all  you  guys  are 
athletes”. 

Mr  Johnson,  who  has  been 
employed  by  the  Prison  Ser¬ 
vice  since  1989  and  earns 
£12,000  a  year,  had  been 
awarded  £20,000  for  injury  to 
his  feelings  plus  £7.500  aggra¬ 
vated  damages  and  a  farther 
£1.000  damages. 
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Lawyers  told  to 
inform  on 
bad-risk  clients 

By  Ian  Murray,  community  correspondent 


to  investigate.  We  would  like  a 
criminal  investigation  into 
perjury,  collusion  and  possi- 
-  bly  "perverting  the  course  of 
justice.** : 

Jimmy  McGovern,  the  writ¬ 
er  of  the  programme,  said: 
.“Now  everyone  knows  there  is 
a  lot  of  evidence  that  contra¬ 
dicts,  what  the  police  have 
said.  The  programme  accused 
South  Yorkshire  Police  of  the 
greatest  incompetence  since 
foe  Keystone  Kops  and  all  The 
Chief  Constable  can  say  is 
there  is  nothing  new." 

Dr  Stefan  Popper,  die  coro¬ 
ner  who  conducted  the  in¬ 
quests.  said  the  accidental 
death  verdicts  returned  on 
those  who  died  did  not  dose 
the  door  to  criminal  prosecu¬ 
tions.  but  he  believed  a  new 
inquest  would  be  futile 
because  of  the  limitations  on 
coroners’  courts. 

Mr  .Wells,  who  became 
Chief  Constable  of  South 
Yorkshire  in  1990,  said:  “My 
approach  lias  always  been 
that  this  was  an  avoidable  dis¬ 
aster.  The  South  Yorkshire 
Police  have  stood  up  since.  I 
took  command  and  acknowl¬ 
edged  our  part  In  the  tragedy. 
I  have  repeatedly  said  sorry, 
bur  we  want  other  parties  to 
say,  Yes  we  are  part  of  this 
too*.  It  is  now  time  to  move  on." 

He  said  that  his  force  had 
reservations  about  the  pro¬ 
gramme  when  they  met  its 
makers  a  years  ago  and 
declined  to  assist  than.  “We 
were  concerned  about  Jimmy 
McGovern’s  ability  to  be  ob¬ 
jective  about  a  subject  an 
which  he  confesses  to  deeply 
held  views. 

“Claims  about-missing  vid¬ 
eo  tapes  and  changed  state¬ 
ments  were  all  issues  that 
were  known  about  and  dealt 
with  in  an  above-board  fash¬ 
ion  in  the  earlier  hearings." 
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In  which  Pooh  and  Piglet  find  a  fortune 


An  original  drawing  of  Winnie-tbe-Pooh  and 
Piglet  going  Woode  banting  fetched  a  record 
£80-500,  well  in  excess  of  the  estimated 
E10.000-E15.000,  at  Christie's  in  London  yester¬ 
day.  Four  E.H.  Shepard  illustrations  of  the 
A.  A-  Milne  characters,  drawn  for  the  1926 


book  Winnie-the-Pooh,  sold  for  a  total  of 
E216JZ00.  Each  had  hern  estimated  to  make 
between  £8.000  and  £12,000.  The  prices 
overshadowed  Beatrix  Poller,  whose  Hunca 
Munca  and  Peter  Rabbit  fetched  £5,750 
(estimate  £2.000-£4v000). 


SOLICITORS  have  a  duty-  to 
warn  mongage  companies  if 
clients  who  are  would-be  bor¬ 
rowers  are  unlikely  to  be  able 
to  meet  their  payments,  the 
High  Court  ruled  yesterday. 

The  test  case  affects  the 
large  majority  of  residential 
mortgage  transactions.  -  in 
which  a  solicitor  acts  on  behalf 
of  both  the  borrower  and  the 
lender.  The  judgment  means 
that  lawyers  cannot  be  bound 
by  confidentiality  if  they  dis¬ 
cover  that  the  potential  bor¬ 
rower  is  a  bad  risk. 

The  Solicitors'  Indemnity 
Fund,  which  will  have  to  meet 
the  costs  of  the  case,  is 
expected  to  appeal  because 
more  than  1,000  similar  cases 
are  pending,  involving  trans¬ 
actions  worth  millions  of 
pounds. 

The  case  concerned  a  loan  of 
£91.000.  granted  in  1989  by  the 
National  Home  Loans  Cor¬ 
poration,  to  homeowners  in 
BletchJey,  Buckinghamshire. 
The  owners  had  obtained  a 
£58^00  mortgage  in  1986  from 
the  Halifax  Building  Society 
and  had  remortgaged  the 
property  for  E7I.OOO  wiih  ihe 
Tamar  Mortgage  Company 
Number  One  in  I9SS. 

They  fell  £4.000  behind  with 
their  repayments,  but  did  not 
disclose  this  when  they  ob¬ 
tained  a  second  remortgage 
from  the  National  Home 
Loans  Corporation.  Their  so-' 
Heitors  throughout  were 
Giffen  Couch  and  Archer,  of 
Leighton  Buzzard,  which  also 
acted  for  the  corporation.  Fe¬ 


licity  Butler,  the  solicitors' 
conveyancing  executive,  knew 
that  the  owners  had  fallen 
behind  with  repayments  and 
had  been  threatened  with 
eviction,  but  told  the  court  that 
she  assumed  the  mongage 
company  had  made  its  own 
inquiries  and  was  aware  of  the 
arrears.  She  believed  that  the 

corporation  “was  the  type  of 
lender  that  would  lend  to 
borrowers  who  would  be  con¬ 
sidered  more  risky ...  1  would 
not  have  thought  the  faci  that 
the  borrowers  were  in  arrears 
would  have  been  of  any  con¬ 
cern  to  it." 

The  judge,  Graeme  Hamil¬ 
ton.  QC,  disagreed.  “The 
solicitor  does  not  necessarily 
know  whether  any  —  and,  if 
so.  what — investigations  have 
been  carried  our."  he  said.  "In 
this  case  the  defendant's  solici¬ 
tor  did  not  know.  It  follows 
this  important  piece  of  infor¬ 
mation  should  have  been 
passed  on." 

The  owners  defaulted  on 
payments,  and.  because  house 
prices  fell  shortly  afterwards, 
the  corporation  was  unable  to 
recover  all  its  losses.  The 
judge  awarded  ES0.000  dam¬ 
ages  against  the  solicitors, 
saying  that  the  loss  was 
caused  by  the  corporation 
“embarking  upon  a  course  of 
action  upon  which  it  would 
not  have  embarked  had  it 
been  given  the  correct  infor¬ 
mation.  The  duty  in  this  case 
is  to  supply  information." 

Weekend  Money,  page  29 
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Government 
on  brink  of 
ordering  new 
cattle  cull 

By  Michael  Hornsby,  agriculture  correspondent 


APPROVAL  for  a  selective  cull 
of  older  cattle  is  expected  next 
week,  raising  hopes  of  a 
relaxation  of  the  European 
Union  ban  on  British  beef. 

Plans  for  the  cull  were 
discussed  with  a  delegation 
from  the  European  Parlia¬ 
ment.  which  visited  Britain  to 
assess  the  effectiveness  of 
measures  to  protect  public 
health  against  BSE. 

Lord  Plumb,  leader  of  the 
Tory  MEPs.  hinted  strongly 
that  an  announcement  was 
imminent  after  the  visit  ended 
yesterday.  “I  am  hoping  that 
in  a  matter  of  days  we  should 
be  getting  some  announce¬ 
ment  on  this.”  he  said. 

Philip  Whitehead,  Labour 
MEP  for  Staffordshire  and 
Derby,  said  that  a  lifting  of  the 
beef  ban  would  be  “much 
more  probable”  if  the  Govern¬ 
ment  gave  the  go-ahead  for  the 
selective  cull. 

The  European  Parliament 
delegation  inspected  abattoirs 
and  rendering  plants.  They 
met  Roger  Freeman,  the  Cabi¬ 
net  minister  in  charge  of  co¬ 
ordinating  BSE  polity.  Mini¬ 
stry  of  Agriculture  officials, 
scientists,  farmers'  leaders 
and  consumer  groups. 

The  slaughter  of  up  to 
147.000  cattle  identified  as 
being  most  at  risk  of  develop- 


Plumb:  hoping  for  an 
announcement  in  days 


ing  BSE  was  agreed  at  the  Eli 
summit  in  Florence  last  June 
but  the  Government  put  the 
cullon  hold  in  September, 
voicing  doubts  about  its  scien¬ 
tific  justification.  . 

Some  12  million  cattle  have 
been  incinerated  under  a  sepa¬ 
rate  scheme  to  keep  those 
more  than  30  months  old  out 
of  the  food  chain.  This  was 
aimed  ar  restoring  consumer 
confidence  rather  than  speed¬ 
ing  the  eradication  of  BSE. 
Cattle  under  30  months  old 
are  regarded  as  the  least  likely 
to  have  eaten  the  infected  meal 
thought  to  have  caused  BSE. 

The  selective  cull  would 
involve  older  cattle,  mainly 
dairy  cows,  reared  alongside 
animals  that  have  already 
died  of. BSE  and  likely  to  have 
eaten  the  same  feed. 

Douglas  Hogg,  toe  Agricul¬ 
ture  Minister,  still  disputes  the 
scientific  grounds  for  the  selec¬ 
tive  cull  but  is  understood  to 
have  been  persuaded  by  the 
political  arguments. 

Lord  Plumb  said  he  believed 
the  selective  cull  should  in¬ 
volve  about  100,000  animals, 
less  than  the  original  number 
because  some  would  already 
have  been  killed  under  toe 
over-30-months  scheme.  Ian 
Gardiner,  polity  director  of 
the  National  Farmers'  Union, 
said:  “A  cull  of  close  to  100.000 
animals  would  be  about  right, 
and  we  want  the  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  get  on  with  it" 

Compensation  for  farmers 
could  top  £100  million.  The 
cost  per  cow  would  be  high 
because  many  animals  would 
still  have  years  of  milking  and 
calving  left  in  them. 

The  European  Parliament 
delegation  was  impressed  by 
the  BSE  safeguards  in  place. 
Fried  rich-Wflhelm  Graefe  zu 
Baringdorf,  a  German  MEP. 
said  the  export  ban  would  not 
have  been  needed  had  the 
measures  been  enforced  with 
rigour  from  the  outset. 


See  you  in  three  years,  says 
jogger  on  a  lap  of  the  world 


ROBERT  GARS  IDE  sets  out 
for  a  jog  this  morning  with 
the  world  at  his  feet  He  plans 
a  33,000-mfle  route,  which 
would  make  him  the  first 
person  to  run  round  the  globe, 
returning  home  just  in  time 
for  the  big  New  Year's  Eve 
celebrations  in  December 
im 

The  psychology  graduate 
from  Stockport.  Greater 
Manchester,  expects  to  wear 
out  about  50  pairs  of  running 
shoes.  His  timetable  includes 
freezing  Russian  winters  and 
the  scorching  Saharan  sun. 
And  he  has  no  back-up  team: 
he  plans  to  run  alone,  carry¬ 
ing  his  survival  gear  in  a  27- 
litre  rucksack. 

“My  biggest  fear  is  not 
physical  hardship,  but  loneli¬ 
ness,”  Mr  Gaiside.  29.  said 
yesterday.  He  will  be  kissing 
goodbye  to  his  girlfriend, 
Joanna  Souter.  20.  for  his 


By  Russell  Jenkins 

farewell  from  Piccadilly  Cir¬ 
cus  for  the  first  leg  through 
western  Europe. 

“I  am  as  gregarious  as 
anybody.  I  hope  the  relation¬ 
ships  and  friendships  I  have 
on  the  way  will  help.  But  I  am 
a  moving  entity,  transient  to 
say  the  least;  so  I  am  just 
going  to  have  to  make  do  with 
thaL  Running  is  my  life  and 
this  is  the  ultimate  challenge.” 

He  hopes  to  raise  £2  million 
for  Greenpeace  through  the 
Running  Man  Millennium 
Appeal,  which  involves  the 
furthest  distance  ever  run.  He 
will  report  at  the  police  sta¬ 
tions  of  every  town  he  runs 
through  to  help  The  Guinness 
Book  of  Records  to  verify  his 
logbook-  He  hopes  that  his 
presence  wfll  go  before  him 
and  that  well-wishers  —  some 
of  them  charting  his  progress 
via  the  Internet  —  trill  offer 
him  overnight  accommoda¬ 


tion.  If  not;  he  will  be  sleep  mg 
where  he  can- 

In  the  new  year,  he  hopes  to 
cross  Poland,  Belarus  and 
Russia,  where  temperatures 
are  expected  to  drop  to  minus 
40C  He  has  a  Himalayan 
survival  suit  weighing  almost 
two  kilos,  for  overnight -stops. 

There  is  also  a  lighter 
double  hooped  bivvy-bag  for 
the  warmer  dimates  of  Asia. 
Australia,  the  Americas  and 
Africa.  His  kit  also  includes  a 
32  litre  water  container,  a 
wearable  mosquito  net '  a 
Lycra  running  suit  with  a 
fleece  lining,  a  solar-powered 
Walkman  arid  two  tapes. 

On  a  trial  ZOOO-kflometre 
ran  across  southern  Africa,  he 
encountered  wild  baboons 
and  poisonous  snakes,  but  it 
showed  that  a  target  of  up  to 
40  miles  a  dayis  feasible,  he 
said.  “I  have  made  up  my 
mind  to  do  it  arid  I  wDL”  . 


Robert  Garside  on  a  final  practice  ran  yesterday  for  his  transglobal  marathon ^ 


Scientists  itching  to  get  secret  of  midge’s  love  bites 


By  Nick  Nuttall 
ENVIRONMENT  CORRESPONDENT 

WHEN  a  female  biting  midge  says 
No  she  really  means  Yes,  scientists 
studying  their  courtship  ritual  have 
found. 

Researchers  discovered  that  the 
females,  including  those  of  that 
vicious  scourge  of  Scottish  holiday¬ 
makers  the  Highland  midge,  check 
the.  ,  health  of  an  eager  male  by 
putting  up  a  smuggle.  Dr  Alison 


Blackwell  of  the.  University  of 
Dundee  said  yesterday:  “The  female 
is,  it  appears,  assessing  toe  fitness  of 
the  male  by  the  vigour  of  his  response 
to  her  unreoeptive  behaviour.  This 
wrestling  can  cany  on  for  a  coupleof 
minutes,  which  is  quite  a  long  time 
for  a  midge.” 

The  researchers  have  also  found 
that  starving  a  male  keeps  him  keen, 
at  least  in  the  midge  world.  “Starved 
males  are  the  keenest  to  mate, 
presumably  because  they  are  nxa- 


ning  but  of  energy  and  must  do 
something  now  or  never. 

"The  message,  is:  if  you  want  peak 
sexual  form,  starve  him,”  said  Dr 
Blackwell,  whose  studies  have  been 
carried  out  with  Jacqui  Mair,  a 
postgraduate  at  the  university.  The 
findings,  details  of  which  will  be 
disclosed:  later  this  month  at  a 
meeting  'of  toe  British  Ecological 
.^Society  at  Durham  Universily.  nave 
come  foam  studies  of  the  common 
biting  midge,  which  lives  an  farm¬ 


land  and  feeds  off  cattle,  and  the 
Highland  midge.  While  farmland 
nudges  tussle  on  land  toe  females  of 
the  Highland  spedes  tussle  in-flight 
“The  males  swarm  and  then  toe 
wrestling  process  goes  on  in  the  air.” 
Dr  Blackwell  said.  Then  they  fall  to 
the  ground  and  finish  it  off.” 

By  studying  the  courtship  ritual, 
the  scientists  hope  to  discover  a  way 
of  controlling  the  Highland  midge. 
The  bloodsucking  insect  has  _been 
known  to  dear  whole  campsites  ■ 


overnight  and  ruin- many  a.  fine 
fishing  holiday.  It  is  even  claimed 
they  stopped  a  train  on  the  hill  out  erf 
Achnasnasn  in  the  Highlands  UkL 
swarming  on  the  rails  in  sue/?' 
numbers  the  locomotive  lost  its  grip. 

-  Dr  Blackwell  said  there  was  dear¬ 
ly  a  female  chemical  or  pheromone 
involved  in  initiating  courtship  and 
mating.  By  isolating  the  active  ingre¬ 
dient  it  might  be  possible  to  develop 
ways  of  hiring  toe  males  into  traps  to 
control  numbers. 
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FOR  LOW  COST  CAR  1HSURANCE 

THAT'S  AS  SAFE  AS  HOUSES, 
CALL  0800  200  370. 
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There  is  a  new  car  insurance  service  which  offers  you  a  high 
level  of  cover,  at  a  price  you  can  afford,  just  a  phone  call  away.  And 
it’s  brought  to  you  by  the  Halifax,  a  name  trusted  by  millions. 

Our  claims  service  is  available  24  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week  and 
with  our  comprehensive  cover  you  are  guaranteed  a  courtesy  car  if 
yours  is  being  repaired. 


It’s  well  worth  calling  us  for  a  quote  on  0800  200  370  between 
8am  and  9pm,  Monday  to  Friday,  or  9am  to  5pm  on  Saturdays 
(quoting  ref.  HCTI 01). 

What’s  more,  you  can  also  enter  into  a  free  prize  draw  to  win  one 
of  three  Rover  216Si  cars -call  into,  your  local  Halifax  branch  and 
pick  up  a  leaflet. 


Get  a  little  extra  help. 
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red  light 


TWO  Manchester  United  sup- 

•  porters  were  shat  early  yester- 
.  day  morning  after  staying  bn 

m  Vienna  to  celebrate  the 
Want’s  European  Cup  victory. 
One  of  the  men  was  said  to 
.  have  been  critically  injured. 

Austrian  police  said  that 
r  -Swven  Daye,  33,  and  Chrisio- 

•  pher  McKenna.  32,  were  am- 
bushed  from  a  passing  car. 
Two  other  fans  escaped  un- 

:  hurt  in  the  attack,  which  may 
.  have  followed  an  argument  in 
a  bar  in  Vienna’s  Ted  light 
district 

A  police  spokesman  said  Mr 
Daye,  from  Chadderton. 
Greater  Manchester,  was 
.  “seriously  injured  and  is  in 
danger  of  his  life".  He  was  in 
intensive  care  at  the  Danube 
.  Hospital  after '  a  three-hour 
'•operation.  Doctors  also  oper- 
ated  on  Mr  McKenna  to 
"iremove  a  bullet  from  his  leg. 

Detectives  later  interviewed 
'  Mr  McKenna,  from  Blackley, 

.  Greater  Manchester,  about 
.  the  incident  and  British  dipio- 
.  mats  spoke  to  the  two  fans 
.who  escaped  unhurt  Joseph 
:  Vickers,  38,  and  Paul  0*Neili: 

!  r  30,  to  try  to  discover  why  they 
were  attacked. 

Speaking  from  his  hospital 
•thed,  Mr  McKenna  told  the 
■ Manchester  Evening  News : 

’  “The  four  of  us  were  just 
chatting  and  laughing  when 
;  -  suddenly  car  windows '  and 
' .  shop  windows  around  us  shat- 


By  Daniel  McGrory 

tered.  The  .  next  thing  I  knew 
Steven  and  I  Were  lying  on  die 
'  floor  with.  Wood  evaywhere." 

Despate  an  assertion  by  the 
British  Embassy,  that  the  at¬ 
tack  followed  a  “vocal  alterca¬ 
tion"  with  Austrian  fans.  Mr 
McKenna  said  the  United  fans 
had  got  on  well  wnhthe  locals, 
even  though  Rapid  Vienna 
.  had  lost  2r0  on  Wednesday. 
“We  were  really  impressed 
with  how  friendly  the  Austri¬ 
ans  were,"  he  said. 

.  “We’d  had  a  brilliant  holi¬ 
day  and  had  been  out  celebrat¬ 
ing,  but  didn’t  go  overboard 
and  decided  to  go  back  to  toe 
hotel  because  our  flight  left  at 
4am.”  Mr  McKenna,  who  has 
■been  told  that  he  may  have  to 
remain  in  hospital  for  a  week, 
said:  “I  have  no  idea  why  we 
were  attacked."  • 

An.  employee  at  the  Piccolo 
Sauna  bar,  a  sprawling,  neon- 
lit  establishment  featuring  ex¬ 
otic  dancers,  remembered  the 
United  fans  arriving  with. two 
Austrians  who  were  well 
known  in  the  area  and  sharing 
several  drinks  before  an  argu¬ 
ment  began.  The  barman 
said:  “When  the  argument  got 
too  loud  they  were  all  told  to 
leave.  The  British  went  first, 
followed  by  the  Austrians."  - 
The  United  fans  said  that  as 
they  stood  on  the  pavement  a 
while  Mercedes  slowed  and  a 
gunman  leaned  from  a  win¬ 
dow  and  fired  a  volley  of  shots. 


Footballer  fined  for 
brawl  in  restaurant 


A  SOCCER  star,  caught  ion 
video  throwing  chairs  adras  a 
restaurant  was  fined  £4500 
yesterday.  Two  staff  were  in¬ 
jured  in  the  attack  by  Lee 
Bowyer,  an  England  under-21 
4  international,  and  two  friends 
'  at  a  drive-in  McDonald  Is. 

•  Keith  Grant,  the  magistrate,- 
told  Bowyer  that  he  had 

•  narrowly  escaped  jafl.  “This 
clearly  was  a  disgraceful  inci¬ 
dent  and  that  is  confirmed  by 
what  I  have  seen  cm  the  video. 

■Jt  took  place  in  a  public  place. 


Bowyer.  seen  on  video- 
throwing  chairs  at  staff 


People  were  put  in  fear”  Mr 
Grantsaid.-  • 

Bowyer,  19.  Who  plays  for 
the  Premiership  side  Leeds 
United,  admitted  a  charge  of 
affray  at  Thames  Magistrates’ 
Court,  London,  last  month. 
Yesterday  he  was  also  ordered 
to  pay  a  total  of  £175  to  the  two 
McDonald ’s  .staff.  Leeds  Uni¬ 
ted  had  fined  him  £4,000. 

Ben  Bormiri  and  John 
NwOcpo,  both  19,  were  fined 
£600 and-  £400  respectively  for 
their  part  in  the  incident  an 
the  Isleof  Dogs.-east  London, 
in. September. 

Stephen  PbUard,  for  Bow- 
yer,  told'  the"  court  that  the 
footballer  was.  of  (excellent 
character  and  that  there  had 
been  provocation  from  one  of 
the  staff,  who  was  seen  on  the 
video  waving  a  metal  bar. 

Mr  Pollard  said  that 
Bowyer’s  strength  of  character 
had  been  demonstrated  by  the 
way  the  midfielder  had  played 
for  Leeds  United  in  the  Pre¬ 
miership  match  against  Chel¬ 
sea  last  Sunday.  “He  was 
extremely  fearful  of  today's 
appearance  but  he  gave  his 
'  all,"  Mr  Pollard  said. 


Get  that  pension  sorted, 
call  us  today. 
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-A.  .police,  spokesman  said: 
/They  were  shot  at  from 
.  someone  in  the  car,  but  we  do 
not  know  what  sort  of  weapon 
ft  was. 

'  “We  do  not  know  what  the 
argument  was  about  but  .  we 
do  not  think  it  was  about 
footbalL  Ir  may  have  been 

about  money  or  girls.  It  must 
have  been  serious.  We  do  not 
normally  have  shootings  here. 
Ir  is  peaceful." 

Sidney  Daye  said  his  broth- 
er  Steven  was  an  avid  fan  of 
Manchester  United  and  went 
'to  all  the  team’s  games,  at 
home  and  abroad. 

The  dub  said  last  night  that 
rt  was  “shocked  and  sad¬ 
dened"  by  toe  attack  and  was 
cooperating  with  the  Foreign 
Office  and  the  Austrian  au¬ 
thorities  in  the  investigation.  A 
spokesman 'said:  “The  match 
itself  passed  off  peacefully. 
There  was  a  good  atmosphere 
both  in  and  around  the  stadi¬ 
um  with  supporters  of  both 
teams  exchanging  pennants 
and  other  souvenirs." 
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My  Twinn  offers  a  choice  of  skin  tone,  eye  colour,  hair  shade  and  spectacles 


A  Stepford 
doll  for 
little  horrors 

By  Stephen  Farrell 

THE  latest  toy  fad  to  hit  the 
United  States  is  a  “done"  doll 
tailor-made  to  resemble  the 
child  who  will  own  it  My 
Twinn  will,  according  to  its 
advertising  literature,  “help 
kids  and  families  fed  good 
about  themselves  and  appre¬ 
ciate  how  special  and  unique 
they  are”. 

Families  supply  photo¬ 
graphs  and  physical  details  of 
their  daughters,  including 
hair  samples,  and  a  Colorado 
company's  plastic  surgeons 
draw  up  a  23m  figurine  m 
floral  dresses  and  hair  bows. 

There  is  a  choice  of  six  skin 
tones,  12  eye  colours,  13  hair 
shades  and  matching  specta- 
des  if  required.  The  basic  doll 
costs  £87.  but  extras  such  as 
matching  dresses  can  bring 
toe  price  to  £210. 

The  doll  with  its  slightly 
sinister  echoes  of  the  film  The 
Stepford  Wives,  in  which  the 
men  in  a  small  town  replace 
their  wives  with  life-size  com¬ 
puterised  models,  is  not 
available  in  Britain  but  can  be 
ordered  from  America.  Gerry 
Masters,  of  the  British  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Toy  Retailers,  said 
yesterday:  “It  sounds  side,  but 
there’s  no  accounting  for 
American  bad  taste." 


THE  SUNDAif  TIMES 

Castaways 


6  Of  all  the  victims 
of  the  millionaire 
American  con-man 
Ann  and  Hammer, 
the  most  poignant 
were  his  mistress, 
Bettye  Jean  Murphy, 
and  their  secret 
daughter,  Victoria  J 


Read  their  storv  in 

THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 

tomorrow 
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NOKIA 


As  soon  as  you  open  the  new  Nokia  9000  Communicator,  new  and  almost  unbelievable  possibilities  emerge:  Who  could  fail  to  be  impressed  by  the  first  ever 
GSM  mobile  phone  and  palmtop  computer  to  be  combined  in  one  'slim,  portable  and  highly  desirable  package?  Its  capabilities  are  simply  astonishing.  Call  up  a  name 
and  number  tram  the  integral  address  book  and  Personal  Organiser,  then  fax  a  note  or  send  an  e-mail  while  you’re  still  on  the  move.  Quietly  browse  the  Internet 
set  the  flexible  messaging  system  to  field  your  calls  while  you're  in  a  meeting- or  simply  make  a  phone  call.  Amazingly,  all  with  one  pocketable  lightweight  device 
you  can  carry  everywhere.  The  new  Nokia  9000  Communicator.  So  simple  to  use,  it  makes  the  mobile  office  a  reality.  Call  0990  002110  today  for  a  brochure 
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HOTPOINT 1000  Spin  m  EdMon*. 

Amowasher  ___  __ 

■  Quick  wash.  Ffl 
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BUY  HOW  MY  JUNE  *97 


HOTPOINT 

1000  Spin  ‘Aquarius  De  Luxe' 
Autowasher 

■  Aquarius  wadi  system. 

■  Stow  spin  option. 

■  Ho  heat  economy  wash. 

■  Crease  care  faculty 

■  Oukkwash  _  _  
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HOTPOINT 

10.2  cu.fL  Fridge  Freezer 

■  6.0  cu.fL  fridge. 

■  Automatic  defrost 

■  Ti  [table  shelves. 

■  Economy  switch. 

■  Interior  light 
Model  RF61 
Was £39939: 

Was  £39939. 
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JVC  21'  Fastest  TV  with  Remote  Control 

51«nv  visible  screen  sfcee,  Model  21  EH. 

PUIS  Long  Play  Video  wMi  VideoPlus 

Model  231.  .  .  .  _  ..  ■  . 

Total  Separate  Selflng  Price  £549.98.  . i 
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■  Indicator  lights. 
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■  I  halogen  tone.  Hew  SAUEffllCE 

■  Double  oven.  BM  ■■■ 

Model  ewnp.  nki|]  c/MHob 

Was  £94939.  HEASi  1 1  JJ3? 

12  MONTHS 


_ 

"'BRITAIN’S 
BEST  SELLING 


MULTIMEDIA  PCs 

SAVE  to  eIOO 
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Cflnder  Otnor 
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dock  lost 
in  slime 

By  Audrey  Magee 

IRELAND  CORRESPONDENT 

,  DUBUNS  attempt, to  count 

-  down  the  seconds  to  the  mQ- 
.  lennium  by  installing  an  uh- 

-  derwater  dock  has  fallen  foul 
of  the  murky  waters  of  the 

l  River  Liffey. 

.H»  E250.00Q  digital  time¬ 
piece,  funded  by  the  National 
l/Jtteiy,  wqs  submerged  in  the 
river  in  March  io  count  down 
to  the  millennium.  But  within 
'days  nobody  could  read  the 
nine  neon  digits.  Aigai  bloom, 
attracted  by  the  dock’s  light 
and  heal,  look,  root,  turning 
the  dock  into  a  fazzy  yellow 
haze.  Dubliners  peering  into 
the  liffey  from  O’Connell 
Bridge  quickly  dubbed  it  “the 
chime  in  the  slime-. 

It  was  lifted  out  of  the  water 
in  August  before  the  annual 
Liffey  swim  and  was  never  put 
back.  Yesterday  die  lottery 
admitted  that  the  dock  was 
heading  for  the '  scrapheap. 
Paula  McEvoy,  a  spokeswom- 
a O.  said:  “I  still  think  -it  is  a . 

-  beautiful  idea,  but  maybe  an' 
idea  that  U  ahiad  of  its  tune.* , 

The  underwater  installation 
was  chosen  from  30  submis¬ 
sions  by  architects,  designers 
.  and  artists'  for  the  National 
Lottery  Countdown  2000  com¬ 
petition.  A  judging  panel  de¬ 
rided,  that  the  clock  was  the 
most  innovative  and  interest¬ 
ing  idea. 

The  six-tonne,  flat  rectan¬ 
gular  dock  was  powered  by 
electricity  transmitted  via  un¬ 
derwater  cables.  It  was  turned 
-on  with  much  razzmatazz  on 
Marrii  15,  with  119  million 
seconds  left  to  count  About 
10,000  people  gathered  along 
the  walls  of  the  Liffey  to  see  it 
light  up,  but  few  have 
managed  to  see  it  since. 

The  lottery  spent  almost 
.  four  rhonths  deliberating  what 
should  be  done  with  the  slime- 
ridden  dock.  Ms  McEvoy  said 
the  expense  of  scraping  algae 
off  it  until  2000  would  be  more 
than  it  cost  to'  build  and 
install. 

Grarnne  Hassett,  one  of  the 
two  Dublin-based  architects 
behind  the  design,  insisted 
that  the  dock  “worked  spectao- 
ularly  wdl  and  looked  fabu¬ 
lous*.  She  added  that  the  algal 
problems  could  be  solved  wrth 
more  time  and  research.  “We 
have  had  calls  from  all  over 
tire  world  about^juttingelocks.. 
into,  rivers,  so  maybc^we  win 
find  a  buyer"  •  •  .  5  * 

Sclioolbo 

A  CYCLIST  needed  emergen¬ 
cy  surgery  after  being  stabbed 
in  the  back  by  a  schoolboy  as 
he  pedalled  away  from  traffic 
tights.  Matthew  Pbgson,  21, 
received  a  Gin  wound  in  the 
unprovoked  attack. 

The  stabbing  came  alter  two 


courage  at  their  heart 


Battle  t# 
raise  funds 
and  save 
children 
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By  John  Young. 


NATHAN"  BUTCHER,  aged  ; 
six,;  'lay  in  die-  paedriatic 
.intensive  care  ward  at  GuyY- 
Hospital  after  a  heart  fiyjiass  : 
operation.  His  small,  body, 
was  drugged  and  wired  to  r, 
mass  of  medical  equipment/-' 

That  was  last  Monday.  Less 
than  72  hours  later  he  was  op, 
dressed,  talking.  laughing 
*  and  attending  school  classes 
ire  smother  part  of  the  build¬ 
ing.  -  Yesterday,  his  sister 
Katie,  4.  came  to  visiL  Barring 
a  relapse,  Nathan  should  be  : 
able  to  go  home  next  week  — ; 
his  Gather.  Chris,  is  keen  to 
take  him  fishing. 

Nathan,  from  Paddock 
Wood.  Kent,  was  diagnosed 
at  birth  as  suffering  from. 

.  aortic  stenosis,  a  malfunction 
of  the  aortic  valve.  A  heart 
muniaur had  been  detected 
during  pregnancy,  and  he 
was  bom  six.weeks  early  by 
Caesarean  section.  . 

three  weeks  later,  while  he 
'  was  still  in  hospital  he  be¬ 
came  breathless,  and  a  small 
balloon  was  inserted  into  the 
valve  and  inflated  to  keep  it 
open.  Since  then,  according  to 
his  mother.  Sally,  he  has  led  a 
normal  physically  active  life 
but  during  a  routine  check-up 
earlier  this  year,  a  scan  dis¬ 
closed  that  he  would  soon 
need  a  more  complex  opera¬ 
tion.  “They  decided  tt>  operate  . 
before  be  became  fit1*  Mrs 
Butcher  said  yesterday. 

Nathan’s  story  exemplifies 
the  astonishing  progress  of 
tbeJEvelina  Children’s  Hospi¬ 
tal  the  paediatric  unit  of  the 
Guy's  and  St  Thomas's  Hos¬ 
pital  Trust  -in  southeast 
London,  in  treating  heart 
complaints  that  only  a  few 
years  ago  would  have  been  •' 
considered  inoperable. 

Bur  foe  costs  are  high, 
money  is  a  constant  problem 
and,  at  the  veiy,  time  when 
Nathan  was  on  the  operating 
tahile*  doctors,  muses  and 
parents  of  other  children  who 
have  survived  heart  opera¬ 
tions  were  gathered  m.  a  • 
hospital  courtyardto  release  a . 
stream  of  red  and  blue  bal¬ 
loons  to  publicise  an  appeal 
forftxnds. 

.  Anpung  .  them  was  Laura' 
McCopnack  and  her'  16- 
TUbafiitoki  son.  Conor,  from 

■I,  j H.'. .• 


Beating  the  odds:  Nathan  Butcher,  6,  lies  in  intensive  care,  with  his  mother  Sally  at  his  bedside.  Three  days  later,  he  was  up  and  about 


Woolwich,  southeast  London. 
Born  a  . month  early  fa y  Cae¬ 
sarean  section.  Conor  has  not 
bad  the  easiest  start  in  life, 
with  a  deft  palate  and  a  dub 
foot  as  well  as  his  deformed 
heart.  He  suffers  regular  chest 
infections  and  has  made  sev¬ 
eral  return  visits.  Given  his 
handicaps,  be  looks  remark¬ 
ably  fit  and  happy.  Mrs 
McCormack  said:  “When  I 


bqys,  aged  J3  or  .14,  taunted: 
Mr  Fbgsori.  the  father  Df,  a 
•five^oitehoW  .sot,  when  he 
stopped  .  at  tights  '  in  Ports¬ 
mouth  on  his  way  home  from 
work  on  Thursday  evening. 

Mr  Pbgson  pulled  away 
he  heard'  one  cif  the.  boys 


chasing  after  him  on  foot 
-Within  seconds  the  schoolboy . 
had  plunged  the  knife  into  his 
bade.  • 

Doctors  told  Mr  Pbgson  he 
was  hicky  to  be  a  live..  Yester¬ 
day  his  condition  was 
described  as  stable.  " 


*  * 
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was  first  told  about  Conor's 
condition,  it  didn't  really  sink 
in  until  1  saw  the  surgeon 
later.  I  was  scared  of  giving 
birth  because  of  the  thought 
that  he  might  not  live;  but  we 
decided  to  go  ahead." 

Another  patient.  Andrew 
Kerry,  was  born  just  over  a 
year  ago.  When  his  heart 
condition  was.  detected  by 
scan  in  the  twentieth  week  of 
pregnancy,  his  parents  Colm 
and  Caroline  Kerry  felt  devas¬ 
tated.  Mr  Kerry  said:  “I  tried 
to  find  out  as  much  as  I  could, 
which  wasn't  encouraging 
The  operation  had  not  then 
been  performed  successfully. 

“We  were  faced  with  three 
choices:  abortion,  going 
ahead  with  •  the  birth  but 
refusing  surgery,  or  agreeing 
to  the  operation.”  They  chose 
surgery,  but  Mrs  Kerry  said: 
“I  think  any  choice  would 
have  been  very  difficult  If  I 
had  been  a  single  mother, 
without  the  love  and  support 


of  a  husband,  1  am  sure  it 
would  have  been  very 
different" 

Max  Webb,  aged  six  weeks, 
was  back  at  Guy’s  with  his 
parents,  Kim  and  Martyn, 
and  his  older  sister,  Martha. 
Mrs  Webb  was  tested  during 
pregnancy  for  abnormal  chro¬ 
mosomes  in  the  foetus.  She 
was  given  the  all  dear  and 
was  six  months'  pregnant 
before  she  learnt  of  her  baby’s 
heart  condition. 

She  said:  “He  was  kicking 
away  in  my  stomach  and 
already  he  seemed  to  be  a 
personality  in  his  own  right 
So  we  decided  to  let  fate  take 
its  course.  With  six  months 
gone  and  only  three  to  go,  we 
felt  we  should  lei  him  take  his 
chance. 

“Once  a  child  is  bom,  ! 
don't  think  the  third  possibili¬ 
ty,  just  letting  ft  die,  is  ever 
really  ,  on.  You  just  want  to 
give  it  every  chance  and,  my 
God,  I’m  glad  we  did.” 


The  Evelina  Appeal 

i  enclose  a  cheque/ postal  order  (payable  to  The  Evelina  Children's 
Hospital  Appeal)  for  £ _ 

Or,  please  debit  my  Visa  /  Access  /  Mastercard  atxmni 


Expiry  date - 1 . . 

Signature _ _ _ _ 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 


Today's  date _ / _ _  I .... — 


. . . POSTCODE - 


DAYTIME  PHONE  No . . - . — - - - - 

To  make  an  instant  credit  card  donation,  please  telephone  0171-403 
4080.  or  send  this  coupon  with  your  donation  Ur. 


The  Evelina  Appeals  Office 
Henriedc  Raphael  House 
Guy's  Hospital 
Si  Thomas  Street  SE1 9RT 

Reg.  Charity  No.  25WK3 
I  would  like  my  gift  to  help  Research  □. 
Care  □.  Equipment  □  ur  ihe  General 
Appeal  Fund  □  (tide  as  appropriate). 

.  □  Tick  here  if  you  would  like  a  receipt. 
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GP  given 
community 
service 

A  GP  convicted  of  child  por¬ 
nography  charges  was  yester¬ 
day  given  120  hours’  commu¬ 
nity  service  by  West  Wiltshire 
magistrates,  who  also  ordered 
the' destruction  of  Dr  John 
Payne’s  home  computer 
equipment  and  backup  disks. 

Payne,  49.  of  Warminster, 
had ‘admitted  usijig  a  tele¬ 
phone  to  transmit  and  receive 
a  pornographic  image,  and 
possessing  indecent  inrages  of 
children  on  disk.  He  is  faring 
disciplinary  action  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Medical  Council. 

Farmer  killed 

A  farmer  trying  to  put  down  a 
sick  cow  died  when  his  hu¬ 
mane  killer  went  off  and  hii 
him  in  the  chest  police  said 
yesterday.  Michael  Spencer. 
51.  was  trying  to  escape  from  a 
pen  at  Wision.  Pembroke¬ 
shire,  after  the  cow  became 
aggressive. 

Vintage  opening 

Michael  Forsyth,  the  Scottish 
Secretary,  took  the  wheel  of  a 
vintage  lorry  to  break  the  lape 
and  open  the  extension  to  the 
M77  in  southwest  Glasgow, 
amid  right  security.  Environ¬ 
mentalists  had  protested  for 
two  years,  trying  to  save  trees 
in  the  path  of  the  road. 

Taught  a  lesson 

A  dangerous  driver  banned 
for  IS  months  after  colliding 
with  a  fellow  student  has  had 
384  hours’  labour  imposed  on 
him  by  the  Royal  Agricultural 
College.  James  Painter.  20, 
will  help  in  pensioners’  gar¬ 
dens  and  plant  daffodils  at 
Cheltenham  Racecourse. 

Gold  letter  day 

Britain’s  first  gold  stamps  are 
to  be  issued  next  year  to 
commemorate  the  Queen's  fif¬ 
tieth  wedding  anniversary. 
The  first  class  stamps,  printed 
usin'?  a  new  technique,  will  be 
sold  in  books  of  ten  from  April 
21,  the  Queen’s  seventy-first 
birthday. 

Team  loyalty 

THE  officers  of  the  destroyer 
HMS  Newcastle  have  incorpo¬ 
rated  the  black  and  white 
stripes  of  Newcastle  United 
Football  Club  into  their  formal 
evening  wear.  Scottish  & 
Newcastle  Breweries,  the 
team's  sponsor,  is  supplying 
30  cummerbunds. 
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Coastline  gems  first 
to  be  protected  by 
conservation  funds 


By  Nick  Nuitall  environment  correspondent 


TH  E  sea  caves  and  seals  of  the 
Northumberland  coast,  the 
dolphins  of  Cardigan  Bay  and 
the  soft  coral  sea-fans  off 
Devon  are  to  be  better  protect¬ 
ed.  thanks  to  a  big  conserva¬ 
tion  grant  from  the  European 
Commission. 

Twelve  coastal  sites  have 
become  the  first  in  Europe  to 
get  backing  under  the  Com¬ 
mission's  Life-Nature  pro¬ 
gramme  in  recognition  of  the 
international  importance  of 
their  wildlife.  A  network  of 
marine  and  land-based  areas, 
called  Narura  2000  sites,  are 
being  designated  across  the 
Continent,  of  which  these  Brit¬ 
ish  ones  will  form  part. 

The  funds  —  E 2  million  front 
the  Commission,  matched  by 
£2  million  from  British  nature 
agencies  —  will  allow  regional 
task  forces  to  draw  up  action 
plans  aimed  at  preserving  the 
sites  from  threats  such  as 
development,  fishing  and  pol¬ 
lution.  They  will  also  pay  for 
the  mapping  of  reefs,  bays  and 
estuaries,  and  the  monitoring 
of  rare  plants  such  as  soft 
corals. 

Dr  Derek  Langslow,  chief 
executive  of  English  Nature, 
the  Government’s  wildlife  ad¬ 
visers.  said:  “This  is  a  major 
boost  for  our  marine  conserva¬ 
tion  work  within  England  and 
the  United  Kingdom.  It  will 
enable  us  to  give  the  organ¬ 
isations  that  manage  these 


areas  moneys  to  support  con¬ 
servation  work,  and  it  should 
ensure  that  such  areas  remain 
a  source  of  inspiration  for  us 
and  future  generations.”  ' 

In  England,  five  sites 
Special  Areas  of  Conservation 
have  won  backing.  The  areas 
include  the  North  Northum¬ 
berland  Coast,  noted  for  its 
sea  caites,  breeding  popula¬ 
tion  of  grey  seals  on  the  Fame 
Islands,  and  Arctic  species 
such  as  the  wolf  fish. 

A  management  plan  could 
help  to  create  a  better  balance 
between  the  traditional  inter¬ 
ests  of  fishermen,  who  net 
migratoiy  salmon,  and  the 
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nods  of  the  seals.  There  are 
also  conflicts  between  the  in¬ 
terests  of  wildfowlers  and 
water  sports  enthusiasts,  and 
the  needs  of  the  birdlife. 

Other  sites  in  England  in¬ 
clude  Morecambe  Bay,  and 
also  the  Wash  and  north 
Norfolk  coast,  which  is  noted 
for  its  common  seal  popula¬ 
tions.  waders  and  wildfowl, 
insea  life  and  large  expense  of 
unspoilt  salt  marshes. 
Another  is  die  Plymouth 
Sound  and  related  estuaries, 
noted  for  their  submerged 
sandbanks  and  s pedes  such 
as  the  pinky-white  sea  fans 
that  normally  thrive  in  warm 
waters. 

In  Scotland,  several  sites  — 
the  Berwickshire  coast.  Loch 
Maddy.  Papa  Stour,  the  Sol¬ 
way  Firth  and  the  Sound  of 
Arisaig  —  are  to  be  given 
funding.  In  Northern  Ireland. 
Stranford  Lough,  which  is 
noted  for  its  spectacular  shel¬ 
tered  waters,  has  been  picked. 

In  Wales.  Cardigan  Bay  and 
its  famous  bortlenose  dolphin 
population,  the  LJeyn  Peninsu¬ 
la  and  the  Samau  special  area 
of  conservation,  will  also  bene¬ 
fit  from  the  funding.  The  latter 
is  noted  for  Sam  Badrig.  also 
known  as  St  Patrick’s  Cause¬ 
way.  It  is  an  example  of 
moraine,  a  heap  of  glacial 
rubble  left  after  the  last  Ice 
A^e.  and  is  the  only  one  in 
Britain. 
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Medal  for  saving  Monty  found 


By  Joanna  Bale 


A  BRAVERY  medal  awarded 
to  a' private  who  saved  Vis¬ 
count  Montgomery  of  Ala- 
mein  when  he  was  a  young 
lieutenant  in  the  First  World 
War  has  returned  to  his  family 
40  years  after  going  missing. 

Edward  Dariow  was  awar¬ 
ded  the  Distinguished  Con¬ 
duct  Medal  after  rescuing  the 
injured  Montgomery  from  a 
battlefield  in  France  near  the 
Belgian  border.  Mr  Darlow's 


grandson  William,  of  Read¬ 
ing.  Berkshire,  paid  £2,100  at 
auction — four  times  the  guide 
price  —  to  restore  the  medal  to 
the  family.  It  had  disappeared 
after  his  grandfather’s  death 
in  1955,  and  its  whereabouts 
were  a  mystery  until  last  week, 
when  it  was  sold  anonymous¬ 
ly  in  London. 

Mr  Dariow  said:  “I  am 
proud  of  my  grandfather  and 
thought  it  important  the  med¬ 
al  was  returned  to  our  family." 

With  the  medal  was  a  1945 


newspaper  cutting  describing 
how,  after  rescuing  their  bad¬ 
ly-wounded  commanding  of¬ 
ficer,  Mr  Dariow  and  a 
colleague  returned  under  fire 
to  the  battlefield  at  Meteren. 

Mr  Dariow,  who  was  21  and 
serving  with  the  1st  Royal 
Warwickshire.  Regiment, 
wrote:  “Most  of  the  officers 
and  men  were  badly  wound¬ 
ed.  lieutenant  Montgomery 
was  one  of  them  and  I  recall 
placing  him  near  my  dying 
commanding  officer." 


Today  is  the  second  day  of 
Hanukkah,  the  Jewish  "festi¬ 
val  of  lights".  For  eight  nights 
we  light  the  menorah  —  a  candela¬ 
brum  similar  to  that  which  once 
burnt  in  the  Temple  in  Jerusalem  — 
beginning  with  a  single  candle  and 
each  night  adding  an  extra  light  It  is 
a  simple;  light-hearted  festival  but 
beneath  its  surface  is  a  complex  story 
of  history  and  hope. 

Hanukkah  commemorates  events 
more  than  2,000  years  ago,  after  the 
conquests  of  Alexander  the  Great 
Israel  came  under  Greek  rule,  first  by 
the  Ptolemies,  then  the  Seleucids. 
Initially  the  Greeks  dazzled  with  their 
military'  prowess,  art  and  philosophy. 
But  the  Seleurid  rulers,  with  some 
Jewish  sympathisers,  started  to  force 
the  pace  of  cultural  assimilation. 
Funds  were  diverted  from  the  Tem¬ 
ple.  A  statue  of  Zeus  was  erected  in 
Jerusalem.  Jewish  observance  was 
increasingly  frowned  on.  In  167  BC  a 
set  of  repressive  decrees  was  issued. 


in  effect  forbidding 
the  practice  of  Jewish 
ritual.  This  was  more 
than  many  Jews  could 
bear,  and  it  led  to 
rebellion.  A  handful 
of  pietists,  clustered 


Jonathan  Sacks 


the  story  is  rdated  in 
the  First  .  Book  of . 
Maccabees..  There 
was.  however,  ano¬ 
ther  narrative,  alto¬ 
gether  different  in. 
tone.  This  told  of 


around  the  family  .of  the  priest  how  when  the  Maccabees  entered  the 
Matthias  Hasmon  and  his  son  Judah  Temple  they  found  a  single  undefiled 


the  Maccabee,  began  the  'fight  for  cruse  of  oQ  wifli  wffichti^were  able 
liberty.  Vastly  outnumbered,  they  to  relight  the  Temple  candelabrum. 


suffered  heavy  initial  casualties,  but  Miraculously,  it  burned  for  eight 
within  three  years,  they  had  scored  a  days  instead  of  one,  and  it  is  this  we 


momentous  victory.  Jerusalem  was  recall  when  we  light  the  menorah  in 
restored  to  Jewish  hands.  The  Temple  our  homes. 


was  rededicated.  Hanukkah.  which 
means  "dedication”;  was  established 


Some  two  centuries  later  die  Jews 
of  Israel  faced  another  adversary: 


as  a  festival  to  perpetuate  the  memory  imperial  Rome.  This  time,  rebellion 


of  those  days. 


went  disastrously  wrong.. The  Temple  - 


The  significance  of  Hanukkah,  was- destroyed  arid  Jerusalem  laid  ’ 
however,  was  not  immediately  appar-  waste.  In /the  prevailing  mood  of  . 


ent  At  first  it  seemed  to  represent  a  despair  there  -was  a  proposal  to 
story  of  military  courage.  Jews  had  abolish  Hanukkah.  There  seemed 


fought  against  overwhelming  odds  -  nothing  left  to  celebrate. 

and  regained  their  freedom  and  It  vras  then,  that  the  second  stoiy,  of 


enduring  religious  symboL  It  emboefc 
ied  the  troth,  of.  which  the  prophef  r 
Zccharrah  spoke  when  he  said:  “Not  *« 
by.  strength  nor  by  might  bur  by  my 
spirit  says  the  Lord.”  - 

Judaism  could  survive1  without 
power  so  long  as  it  successively 
.rekindled  the  light  of  faith.  like 
the  oiL  the*  Jewish  people  would 
.  renew  itself.  Its  light  would  not  be 
extinguished.  This  faith  sustained 
Jewry  through  some  of  die  harshest 
trials  faced  by  a  people:  It  is  why  there 
are  Jews  today. 

Hanukkah  is  less  a  tale  of  victory  ■ 
than  a  story  of  hope.  The  menorah 
stands  for  die  strength,  greater  than 
ourselves,  which  at  times  of  pain  or 
persecution  gives  us  the  courage  to 
continue.  The. Book,  of  Proverbs  calls 
-die  human  spirit  the  “lamp  of  God”. 

*  Thai  is. what  we  light  on  Hanukkah. 
The  mirade  is  that  in  the  intervening 
centuries  it  has  never  ceased  to  burn- 
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political  independence.  That  is  how; .  the  cruse  of  oil  emerged  as  the  "  □  Dr  Jonathan  Sacks  is  Chief  Rabbi 
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fROSHIMA*S  atom-bomb 
ttoe  has  been  added  to 
oesco’S  list  of  World  Heri- 
ge  sites,  despite  American 
flections. 

A  21-nation,  committee  es- 
bl'ished  under  the  1972 
farld  Heritage  Convention 
ududed  the  controversial  me- 
lorial  among  37  new  shes 
esignated  at  its  annual  meet- 
ig  in  M&rida,  Mexico. 

The  new  sites  also  include 
te  13th-century  Cologne  ca- 
tedral  in  Germany,  a  Gothic 
masterpiece  damaged  by  AI- 
ifid  bombing  during  the  war. 
TheUnited  States  and  Brit¬ 
an  are  no  longer  members  of 
he  Paris-based  UN  Educa- 
ional.  Scientific  and  Cultural 
Jrgariisation,  which  oversees 


U  \ 

Prom  James  Bone  in  newyork 

’  World  Heritage  sites,  but  they  .. 
•  are  among  the  147  signatories  p 
erf  the  convention  under  which  '  $ 
i  the  sites  are  chosen.-  .  .  ,-j 
Washington  complained  s 
about  the  selection  of  the  V 
ruined  Gebhaku  Dome  In.  .'d 
i  Hiroshima,  which  lay  directly  y 
beneath  .the  epicentre  of  the 


.  “Any  examination  of  the 
period  leading  up  to  1945 
should  be  placed  in  the  appro¬ 
priate  historical  context."  the 
statement  said,  adding  that 
Washington  considered  the 
designation  of  war  sites  be¬ 
yond  the  scope  of  Unesco. 

The  .  dome,  which  now 


■ — “  UK  a  law  .  uuiik,  wiuml  uuw 

first  atomic  bomb  and  dissori-  '  stands  in  the  middle  of  a  peace 
ated  itself  from  the  decision.  park  in  Hiroshima.  was  pro- 
“The  United  States  is  com  posed  by  the  Japanese  Gbv- 


oemed  about  the  lack-  of  his¬ 
torical  perspective  in  the 
nomination  of  the  Genbaku 
Dome,"  a  US  statement  said. 
“The  events  antecedent  to  the 
United  States’  use  of  atomic 
weapons  to  end  the  Second 
WorkT  War  are  the  key  to 
understanding  the  tragedy  of 
Hiroshima. 


urn-bomb  dome,  which  is  now  in  a  peace  park 


eminent.  The  only  other 
Second  World  War  site  on  the 
World  Heritage  list  is  the 
former  Nazi  death  camp  at 
Auschwitz. 

Unesco  officials  said  the 
Japanese  memorial  had  been 
chosen  as  a  “stark  and  power¬ 
ful  symbol  of  the  achievement 
of  world  peace  for  more  than 
half  a  century  following  the 
unleashing  of  the  most  de¬ 
structive  force  ever  created  by 
mankind”. 

'  “The  cammittee  have  been 
-doing  sites  not  just  for  what 
they  are,  but  for  what  they 
•  stand  for,"  said  a  Unesco 
spokesman.  “In  the  United 
States*  for  instance,  the  Statue 
of  liberty  is  there.  It's  not 
Michelangelo’s  David.  It’s 
what  h  stands  for." 

Although  no  new  British  - 
locations  were  added  -this 
year,  die  United  Kingdom  has 
numerous  World  Heritage 
sites.  They  are  the  Gianfs 
Causeway.  Durham  Castle 
and  cathedral;  the  I ran  bridge 
Gorge;  Studley  Royal  Park; 
Stonehenge;  the  castles  and 
town  walls  of  King  Edward  in 
Gwynedd;  St  Kildare  Island: 
Blenheim  Palace;  the  city  of 
Bath;  Hadrian's  Wall;.  West- 
minster  Palace  and  Abbey;  the 
Tower  of  London;  Canterbury 
cathedral,  and  Edinburgh.. 


Pakistan 
poll  law 
tests  for 
honesty 

'  From  Zahid  Hussain 

IN  KARACHI 

MOST  Pakistani  candidates 
could  be  barred  from  the 
coming  parliamentary  polls 
under  tough  new  election 
laws. 

The  Representation  of 
People  law  decreed  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Farooq  Leghari  requires 
candidates  to  be  sagacious, 
righteous,  non-profligate,  hon¬ 
est  and  taxpayers.  There  are 
few  among  die  country's  ex- 
presidents,  generals  or  politi¬ 
cians  who  meet  all  the 
conditions.  The  elections  are 
scheduled  for  February  3. 

The  law  makes  it  compul¬ 
sory  for  a  candidate  to  declare 
family  assets  and  income  tax 
paid.  Those  who  have  not  paid 
taxes,  utility  bills,  or  who  nave 
defaulted  on  loan  repayments 
or  had  them  written  off.  will  be 
barred.  False  declarations  will 
be  punishable  by  five  years* 
imprisonment 

Fakharuddin  Ebrahim,  the 
caretaker  Law  Minister,  said  a 
list  of  politicians  who  lave 
defaulted  on  bank  loans  or 
had  them  written.off  would  be 
supplied  to  the  election  com¬ 
mission. 

The  Government  would 
also  publish  the  candidates’  , 
declarations  of  assets.  The 
minister  said  that  those 
elected  would  have  to  declare 
their  income  and  wealth  every 
'  year  to  keep  their  seats. 

Few  of  the  politicians  who 
have  controlled  Pakistan’s  pol¬ 
itical  scene  for  the  last  five 
decades  since  the  creation  of 
the  country  have  paid  tax. 
President  Leghari  one  of  the 
country's  biggest  landlords, 
does  not  pay  any.  A  recent 
report  revealed  that  many 
former  MPs  owed  huge 
amounts  to  government- 
owned  banks  and  financial 
institutions. 
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A  mudslide  sweeps  through  a 
construction  site  yesterday  at 
the  mountain  village  of  Otari 
in  Nagano.  125  miles  north¬ 
west  of  Tokyo.  Hundreds  of 
police  and  firefighters  sifted 
through  tonnes  of  mud  and 
Snow  searching  for  victims 
after  two  bodies  were  found 


Mudslide  in 
Japan  kills  14 

and  another  12  people  were 
reported  missing.  AB  14  are 
thought  to  have  died  shortly 
after  they  were  buried  under 


65ft  of  mud  and  rocks  along 
the  Kamaharasawa  river,  a 
police  spokesman  said.  An 
amateur  video  taken  by  one 
worker  showed  three  surges 
of  rocks  and  mud  crashing 
through  the  valley  and  gush¬ 
ing  through  a  concrete  chan¬ 
nel  to  the  river  below.  (AP) 


Lana’s  voters  set  to  deliver  verdict  on  socialist  who  embraced  IMF 


BySam  Kiley 

AfUCA  CORRESPONDENT 

GHANA'S  flamboyant  leader,  Jer- 
y  Ratings,  takes  his  arantryto  ' 
he  pols  today  in  a  democratic  test 
vhich  frill  be  as  much  a  referen- 
lurn  o}  the  World  Bank's  economic 
lohria  in  Africa  as  a  challenge  to 
;is  14  iears  of  leadership. 

Presdent  Rawlings,  who  recently 


gave  up  his  air  force  rank  of  flight 
lieutenant,  is  expected  to  win  the 
presidential  race,  but  his  party,  the 
National.  Democratic  Congress,  is 
likely  to  perforin  poorly  against  a 
coalition  of  opposition  parties  m 
voting  for  the  national  assembly.  . 

Analysts  forecast  that thealliance 
bf-the  New  Patriotic  Party  and  the- 
People's  Convention  Party  wBD  win 
between  7(1  and .80  seats  in  the  200- 


member  parliament,  making  It  one 
of  the  strongest  legal  oppositions  in 
Africa.  • 

Whether  the  alliance  can  won 
more  seats  will  depend  on  how 
voters  judge  Ghana’s  economy. 
Although  Mr  Rawlings  was  drawn 
to  socialism  when  he  took  power  in 
a  military  coup  in  1982,  he  soon 
imposed  a  harsh  austerity  pro¬ 
gramme— often  seen  as  a  blueprint 


for.  World  Bank  and  International 
Monetary  Fund  economic  restruc¬ 
turing  plans  for  other  Third  World 
countries.  He  freed  Ghana's  econo¬ 
my,  cut  government  subsidies  to 
ailing  industries,  and  promised  to 
slash  the  public-sector  payroll. 

Fourteen  years  later  the  country 
has  a  30  per  cent  rate  of  inflation, 
which  Accra’S  independent  Centre 
for  Economic  Policy  Analysis  pre¬ 


dicts  will  increase  to  70  per  cent 
Foreign  investment,  which  has 
increased  under  Mr  Rawtin^,  is 
still  only  half  what  it  was  in  1975. 
Ghanaians  last  voted  in  1992. 

“The  price  for  inflation  is  likely 
only  to  be  felt  after  the  elections. 
Then  a  strong  opposition  in  parlia¬ 
ment  may  seriously  frustrate  Mr 
Rawlings,"  a  Western  ambassador 
in  Accra  said  yesterday. 


John  Kufour,  a  lawyer  from  the 
Ashanti  region,  will  challenge  Mr 
Rawlings  for  the  presidency.  He  is 
backed  by  the  New  Patriotic  Party 
but  his  running-mate,  Kow  Arkaab. 
Mr  Rawlings’s  former  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent,  is  more  likely  to  capture  the 
popular  imagination,  having  ac¬ 
cused  the  President  of  kneeing  him 
in  the  groin  on  his  last  Cabinet 
appearance. 


Cult  gas 
target  ‘to 
rival  Iraq’ 

Tokyo--  Shako  Asahara,  leader 
of  the  doomsday  Aum  Shin- 
riltyo  cult  and  alleged  master¬ 
mind  of  the  nerve  gas  attack 
on  the  Tokyo  underground, 
was  possessed  by  an  ambition 

to  produce  more  nerve  gas 

than  Iraq,  a  former  "disciple" 
told  a  court  here  yesterday 
(Robert  Whymant  writes). 

Shigeo  Sugimoto,  the  guru’s 
chauffeur,  said  in  evidence 
that  Mr  Asahara  ordered  him 
in  July  J994  to  take  chemicals 
to  the  cult's  headquarters 
where  scientists  belonging  to 
the  cult  produced  the  gas  sarin 
which  was  used  in  the  attack 
in  March  last  year. 

Southern  India 
hit  by  cydone 

Machilipatnam,  India: 
Heavy  rain  and  50  mph  winds 
lashed  India’s  southeast  coast 
yesterday  as  an  erratic  tropi¬ 
cal  storm  finally  stopped  cir¬ 
cling  around  the  Bay  of 
Bengal  and  hit  land,  forcing 
thousands  to  flee.  The  storm  — 
which  at  one  point  had  winds 
of  125mph  —  changed  course 
again  and  struck  at  Sri- 
harikota,  where  India’s  rock¬ 
ets  and  satellites  are 
launched.  (AP) 

Child  sex  inquiiy 
head  to  resign 

Sydney:  Chris  Hunt,  the  head 
of  an  inquiry  into  alleged 
paedophile  activity  in  Austra¬ 
lia^  diplomatic  service,  has 
been  ordered  to  stand  down  on 
tiie  ground  of  perceived  bias 
(Roger  Maynard  writes).  The 
Federal  Court  ordered  the 
action  after  it  upheld  an 
appeal  from  an  officer  in  tiie 
Department  of  Foreign  Affairs 
and  Trade. 

False  start  for 
Olympic  team 

Johannesburg:  Members  of 
the  International  Olympic 
Committee’s  evaluation  com¬ 
mission  arrived  in  Cape  Town 
to  examine  the  dry’s  bid  to 
host  the  2004  Olympics  five 
hours  late  because  a  technical 
fault  delayed  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  Airways  jet  from  London 
(Ray  Kennedy  writes). 
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Bankruptcy  looms 
as  tide  of  scandal 
breaks  over  Miami 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  7 1 


VIEWED  from  its  splendid 
oceanEront  setting,  it  is  hard  to 
comprehend  how  bankruptcy 
hangs  over  Miami  City  Hall. 

Luxury  pleasure  boats  fill 
the  marinas  and  the  city’s 
wealthiest  visitors  sun  them¬ 
selves  by  the  pools  of  the  big 
hotels.  But  Miami  is  not  whal 
it  seems.  In  the  aftermath  of  a 
sordid  civic  scandal  that  saw 
the  city  manager,  Miami's  top 
administrator,  arrested  on 
bribery  and  corruption 
charges,  local  officials  have 
uncovered  a  financial  mess. 
The  city,  which  has  an  annual 
budget  of  about  $200  million 
(£122  million),  is  missing  at 
least  $68  million,  maybe 
more.  It  could  face  bankruptcy 
as  early  as  March  and  its  once 
strong  bond  rating  has  sunk  to 
junk  status. 

.  On  Tuesday  Lawton  Chiles, 
Governor  of  Florida,  declared 
the  dry  to  be  in  a  state  of 
financial  emergency.  His  ac¬ 
tion  came  after  dty  council 
members  refused  to  take  un¬ 
popular  measures  to  raise 
revenue  and  reduce  spending. 

A  group  of  dvjc  activists  is 
calling  for  the  dty  to  be 


From  David  Adams  in  miami 

abolished,  allowing  a  takeover 
of  its  ineffidently  run  munid- 
pal  services  by  the  larger 
metropolitan  authority  of 
Dade  County.  Holiday  opera¬ 
tors  fear  that  the  scandal  has 
pur  another  dent  in  Miami's 
international  image,  .already 
plagued  by  tourist  murders 
and  one  of  the  worst  crime 
rates  in  America,  radal  ten¬ 
sions  and  severe  economic 
.  inequalities. 

Instead  of  its  glittering  rep¬ 
utation  for  a  five-star  beach 
holiday.  Miami  looks  more 
and  more  like  a  banana  re¬ 
public.  What  went  wrong? 
Analysts  point  to  a  young  dty 
that  got  rich  quick  and  out¬ 
grew  its  moral  and  finandal 
ability  to  administer  itself. 
City  officials  admit  as  much. 
"This  is  a  dassic  story  of  what 
mismanagement  and  corrup¬ 
tion  will  do  to  a  dty."  said  Joe 
Carolio,  the  city's  Mayor,  who 
was  elected  in  July  shortly 
before  the  crisis  struck  “Be¬ 
fore  it  is  over,  it  will  be  a  story 
that  should  be  told  to  every 
munidpal  administrator  so 
this  will  never  happen  again." 

Bad  as  h  is  for  the  dty*s 


image,  tourism  officials  say 
that  the  crisis  does  not  affect 
visitors  to  south  Honda.  Al¬ 
though  the  urban  area  of 
Miami  has  more  than  two 
million  residents  in  two  dozen 
small  dty  districts,  only 
365,000  live  within  Miami’s 
dty  limits. 

Therein  lies  part  of  the 
problem.  Despite  a  financial 
area  of  tall,  flashy  office  build¬ 
ings  and  a  few  wealthy  water¬ 
front  districts,  Miami  is  the 
fourth  poorest  dty  in  the 
nation.  A  recent  study  found 
that  315  per  cent  of  the  dty 
population  is  living  in  poverty. 

The  luxury  blocks  of  flats  on 
Miami  Beach,  full  of  affluent 
retired  people,  lie  outside  its 
dty  limits.  Critics  say  that 
Miami  is  a  dty  so  obsessed 
with  its  glamorous  tourist 
image  abroad  that  it  has 
ignored  its  inner-dty  reality. 
"No  (me  has  been  asking,  how 
are  we  going  to  pay  these  bills, 
how  are  we  going  to  make  this 
work."  Robert  Joffee,  a  Miami 
political  consultant,  said.  “No 
one  is  thinking  about  the  poor 
shmucks  who  have  to  live 
here." 


Miami’s  glittering  image  hides  reality  riddled  with  poverty  and  crime 


Clinton  to 
tone  down 
re-election 
festivities 

ByTom  Rhodes  . 

PRESIDENT.  Clinton  has  de¬ 
veloped  a  case  of  mildhumil-. 
ity  in  planning  for  his  second . 
inauguration  next  month. 

Instead  of  his  triumphant 
arrival  in  1993;  Mr  Clinton 
and  his  wife. .  Hillary,  are 
rapected  to  take  an  informal 
stroll  down  Pennsylvania  Ave¬ 
nue  to  the  White  House  after 
he  is  sworn  in  as  the  first  re¬ 
elected  Democrat  since  frank¬ 
lin  Roosevelt. 

The  ceremonies,  involving 
performances  by  Jessye  Nor¬ 
man.  Barbra  Streisand  and 
Mifler  Williams,  the  Arkansas 
poet  and  friend  of  the  Clin¬ 
tons.  will  be  modest  compared 
with  the  $33  million  (£20.6 
million)  festival  four  years  ago 
which  embarrassed  many 
Democrats.  ■  • 

Barry  Toiv,  a  White  House 
official,  said:  "Mr  Clinton  is 
no  longer  a  new  President  He 
doesn't  need  an  introduction, 
so  to  speak." 

Hie  event  also  coincides 
with  Martin  Luther  King  Day 
and  the  ceremony  will  reflect 
Mr  Clinton's  wish  to  portray 
himself  as  a  President  tor  both 
black  and  white  America. 

The  inauguration  will  be 
reduced  to  three  days  includ¬ 
ing  the  traditional  swearing-in 
on  January  20,  a  date  set  in 
stone  by  the  Constitution.  . 

Mr  Clinton  has  also  been 
forced  to  swallow  a  certain 
amount  of  pride  over  his  book. 
Between  Hope  and  History. 
published  in  August.  Little 
more  than  a  compendium  of 
die  President's  speeches,  the 
volume  appears  to  have  been 
rather  less  popular  with  read¬ 
ers  than  he  was  with  voters. 

Publishers  expect  to  have 
between  250,000  and  350,000  ■ 
copies  returned  to  them  out  of 
the  49Z891  printed- 


Chelsea  Clinton  during  a  dress  rehearsal  of  the  Washington  Ballet's  production 
of Tchaikovsky's  Nutcracker  Suite  ait  George  Mason  University  in  Virginia 
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CIA  chief  vows  to  fight  drugs  and  terrorism 


From  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


THE  last  time  Anthony  Lake 
had  a  hand  in  covert  surveil¬ 
lance  his  telephones  were 
tapped  after  he  resigned  from 
Richard  N  iron’s  Government 
in  protest  at  the  invasion  of 
Cambodia. 

Last  night  President  Clin¬ 
ton’s  National  Security  Advis¬ 
er  was  pondering  his  latest 
brush  with  American  espio¬ 
nage  as  director-designate  of 
the  CIA.  die  sprawling  and 
beleaguered  headquarters  of 
American  intelligence  which 
has  become  a  political  grave¬ 
yard  since  the  end  of  the  Cold 
-War.  Mr  Lake,  57.  will  be¬ 
come  the  fifth  director  in  as 
many  years,  reflecting  not 
merely  the  devastation  to  the 
agency  by  two  highly  placed 
moles  but  also  its  apparent 
inability  to  chart  a  suitable 
course  since  the  fall  of  the 
Berlin  WalL 


The  spy  game  has  changed 
radically  in  recent  years.  The 
CIA  station  chief  in  Moscow 
now  presents  his  credentials 
to  (he  Russian  intelligence 
service  just  as  Russia's  man  in 
Washington  identifies  him¬ 
self  at  Langley,  the  American 
centre.  . 

Dead-drop  mailboxes  have 
long  been  retired  along  with 
invisible  ink  and  poison- 
tipped  canes.  Most  important¬ 
ly.  in  the  words  of  a  former 
director,  the  Soviet  dragon 
has  been  replaced  by  a  nest  of 
highly  poisonous  snakes  in 
terrorism,  nudear  prolifera¬ 
tion.  ethnic  conflicts  and 
drugs  traffickmg. 

“I  firmly  believe  that,  in  the 
post-Cold  War  world,  flic  role 
of  the  CIA  is  more  important 
than  ever  in  defending  Ameri¬ 
cans  against  the  threats  of 
terrorism  and  the  prolifera¬ 


tion  at  weapons  of  mass 
destruction."  Mr  Lake  said  on 
accepting  the  new  post,  "and 
id  giving  the  President  the 
unvarnished  facts  on  which 
he  can  base  wise  decisions  in 
a  time  of  change  -and 
promise."  .....  . 

A  product  of  the'East  Coast 
foreign  polity  elite  who.  after 
four  years  as  National  Sec¬ 
urity  Adviser,  can  justifiably 
claim  to  know  what  the  Presi¬ 
dent  wants  in  terms  of  intelli¬ 
gence,  Mr  Lake  should  be  the 
director  for  whom  the  CIA 
has  always  yearned.  Intent  on 
coflegiality  in  the  national 
security  team,  he  will  certain¬ 
ly  bring  tite  intelligence  com¬ 
munity  closer  to  its  power 
base  at  the  White  House. 
Although  soft-spoken  and 
profesrorial  he  is  seen  by 
colleagues  as  a  determined 
bureaucratic  infighter  who 


..has  always  avoided  the 
limelight. 

Bid  Mr  Lake  enters  a  CIA 
'reding  from  the  aftermath  of 
Aldrich 'Ames,  the  most  dam¬ 
aging  mole  to  work  &t  the 
agency,  and  &e  recent  discov¬ 
ery  of  Harold  Nicholson,  the 
most  senior" employee. to  be 
duuged  with  spying  for  a 
foreign  power.  Allegations  of 
dirty  tricks  in  Guatemala  and 
rf  aims  among  America’s 
blacks  that  the  CIA  allowed 
Nicaraguan  dealers  to 
target  poor  areas  in  Los- 
Angdes  to'  ensure  funds 'for  : 
the  Contra  movement,  have  . 
only  made  matters  worse.- 

Although  relations  between 
the  CIA  and  die  Pentagon, 
improved  under  John 
Deutcb,  the  current  director, 
his  outspokenness  and  over¬ 
arching  ambition,  sealed  his 
swift  departure; 


•  By GabkSe^ja  GaMINI 
\  SOUTH  AjM  ERICA 
CQRRE5  POWDENT 

PARAMILITARY  groups  w 
"are  terrorising  rural  Coloml 
yesterday  left  the  buller-r 
died  bodies  of  at  least 
.  Andean  peasants  in  ditci 
arid  fields  around  two  villag 
in  northern  ajnd*  central  i 
grans.  •  j 
*  Locals  in  the.northern  □ 
fee-growing  -  village  of  To 
Viejo.- in  me  department 
Sucre,  woke  at  dawn  to  Or 
relatives  or  frimds  among  ti 
17  badly  beaten  bodies,  whit 
had  bren  left  iri  .  pits  near 
rubbish .  dump.  Some  ha 
.  their  hands  tied  behind  thd 
backs  and  "communist"  wri 
.tenin’blood  on  their  chests,  j 
;Mearrwhfle  villagers  in  t 
'central  ’  milling  district 
Boyaca  found  the  bodies  of  s 
bullet-riddled  campesino 
or  farmers,  dumped  in.th 
fields :  around  .  .their  home* 
with  handwritten,  messa 
saying:  "We  will  kill1  re 
sympathisers."  •.. . 

Police  said  the.  killings  we 
the  work  of  vigilante  grou 
which  have  proliferate^  m  th 
past  feW  -months  in  J  remo 
rural  areas!'  "All  the  evident 
we  .have  shows,  that 
massacres  are  the  wojkm 
paramilitary  groups  who 
erate  in  the  ref ' 

Enrique  Ortega, 
of  the  police -in  S 
police  is  the-,  only  force 
public  does  not  associate 
human  rights  violatpns. 
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mining  districts  who  want 
“deaqse"  their  areas  of  gu 
rilia  activity.  :•  j  . 

"Landowners  and  lig 
nessmen  want  to  uadi 
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for  summit 

From  Christopher  Walker  in  Jerusalem 


M  # 


URGENT  efforts  to  arrange  a 
meeting  between  Binyamiri 
Netanyahu,  the  Israeli  Prime 
Minister,  and  Yassir  Arafat 
die  head  of  the  Palestinian " 
Authority,  to  complete  a  deal 
on  pulling  Israeli  forces  out  of 
Hebron  ran  into  new  prob¬ 
lems  last  night 

Both  leaders  had  separately 
expressed  a  willingness  to 
meet  and  negotiators  from  the 
Palestine  Liberation  Organis¬ 
ation  had  forecast  that  a  three- 
way  meeting  involving  the  • 
PLO.  Israel  and  Egypt  could 
take  place  in  Cairo  as  early  as 
tonight,  under  die  chairman¬ 
ship  of  President  Mubarak 

’Senior  American  officials 
are  convinced  that  face-to-face 
talks  between,  the  two  men, 
who  last  met  at  the  emergency 
Washington  summit  in.  Sep¬ 
tember.  are  needed  to  over¬ 
come  the  final  obstacles 
preventing  the  longdelayed  ; 
deal  to  pull  Israeli  forces  out  of 
80  per  cent  of  Hebron,  where 
450  Jews  live  amid  120,000 
Palestinians. 

Dennis  Ross,  the  American 
special  envoy  to  the  Middle 
East  who  has  been  in  charge 
of  efibrts  to  broker  a  Hebron 
accord,  told  reporters  in 
Washington  -that  final  ar¬ 
rangements  for  a  summit  had. 
not  yet  been  completed.  "The 
important  thing  is  that  they 
are  talking  about  having  a 
meeting,”  he  said. 

Yesterday  Mr  Netanyahu 
told  his  right-wing  Cabinet 
“The  negotiations  on  the  issue 
of  Hebron  have  been  exhaust¬ 
ed  and  it  is  possible  to  con¬ 
clude  the  problems  that  are 
left  by  a  meeting  at  the 
political  level  as  long  as  the  1 


US  to  rate  TV  shows 
for  sex  and  violence 

FRom  Bronwen  Maddq&n  Washington 


SEX  and  violence  ratings  will 
be  slapped  on  American  tele¬ 
vision  programmes  from  next* 
month  to  warn  parents  that 
the  content  may  be  unsuitable 
for  children,  according  to 
plans  hammered  out  by  the 
television  industry  after 
months  of  tense  talks. 

The  ratings,  which  will 
broadly  follow  the  system 
used  to  classify  new  films, 
specify  the  appropriate  age 
group  of  viewers. 

However,  there  .will  be  no 
sign  of  whether  a  programme 
anted  its  rating  for  sex, 
iolence  or  bad  language, 
'rides  such  as  the  American 


Medical  Association  say  that 
the  system  will  not  give  par¬ 
ents  enough  •  information. 
They  accuse  foe  television 
industry  of -being  afraid  to 
label  a  programme  ~as  violent 
for  fear  that  ratings  will  falL 
The  move  follows  a  new 
telecommunications  law 
which  witt  force  television 
manufacturers  to  ihstaD-pro- 
aramm e-blocking  devices 
known  as  “V-chjps"  in  new 
sets  to  enable  parents  to 
screen  out  programmes  with 
undesirable  content 
The  ratings  will  apply  to  all 
broadcast  and-  cable  tele¬ 
vision,  except  sport  and  news. 


How  Do  You  Feel 
About  £10  Worth 
Of  Free  Calls  ? 


pJrst  Telecom  offers  international  ana  national 
'calls  at  ud  to  60%  less  than  other  networks. 

UnhKe  some  of  our  competitors  wj car. 
-,lwavs  be  relied  on  for  fantastic  L-av-ng.-., 
fondly  service  eofl  crystal  clear  connections. 

“JSSS8SS!* 

v,a;  i  ‘?n'inq  let  down  by  your 

P“  herG‘S 

*3  special  Offer  to  put  a  strata  on  your  race. 

-  to  First  Telecom  by  3  December  1  996 

Sd^’il'sive  Vou  £10  worth  of  calls 
FREE  OF  CHARGE' 

first  telecom 

0800  376  6666 


other  side  does  not  at  the  last 
moment  raise  new  obstacles. 
The  true  question  is  whether 
the  Palestinian  ride  is  interest¬ 
ed  in  reaching  a  conclusion." 

With  tensions  in  Hebron 
running  high  as  thousands  of 
Israelis  make  plans  to  travel 
there  to  join  Jewish  settlers  on 
Tuesday  to  mark  foe  festival  of 
Hamikka,  the  PLO  denounced 
foe  Israeli  Government’s  sug¬ 
gestion  that  the  deal  was 
“almost"  done  and  that  die 
Palestinians  were  stalling. 

“That  ‘almost’  bad  hidden 
within  it  several  important, 
cardinal  points  which  are  still 
not  agreed  upon,"  Ahmed. 
Tibi,  foe  senior  adviser  to  Mr 
Arafat  told  Israel  radio. 
“There  is  .a  signed  agreement 
and  foe  entire  world  knows 
that  Yassir  Arafat  will  never 
change  the  agreement/’ 

Another  adviser  lo'  foe  Pal¬ 
estinian.  leader.  NabQ  Abu 
Rdainah,  said:  “President  j 
Arafat  is  ready  to  meet  Prime 
Minister  Netanyahu,  but  no  i 
time  or  date  has  been  set” 

After  eight  weeks  of  diplo¬ 
matic  haggling  marked  by 
repealed  Israeli  predictions  of 
an  imminent  breakthrough, 
PLO  officials  said  last  night 
that  outstanding  issues  includ¬ 
ed  argument  over.  Israel's 
claim  of  rights  of  “hot  pursuit" 
into  the  Palestinian  controlled 
sector  of  the  holy  city  and  the 
type  of  weapons  to  be  carried 
by  the  Palestinian  police. 

-  Israel’s  actreme  Right  has 
been  outraged  by  Mr 
Netanyahu's  stated  intention 
to  honour  the  principle  of  the 
Hebron  deal  negotiated  in 
1995  by  Yitzhak  Rabin,  his 
Labour  predecessor.  . 
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Green  foot-soldiers  fight 
for  giants  of  the  forest 

From  Giles  Whittell  in  carlotta.  California 


V 


Tourist?  in  aCalifomian  redwood  grove.  “Salvage”  logging  removes  dead  timber 


SWINGING  (Hi  the  end  of  a 
climbing  rope  above  the  Gold¬ 
en  Gate  Bridge,  the  actor 
Woody  Harrebon  joined  a 
posse  of  environmentalists 
last  week  in  a  fatter  struggle  to 
halt  the  destruction  of  some  of 
the  planet's  tallest  trees.  Back 
on  the  ground  after  causing  a 
four-hour  traffic  jam.  he  was 
promptly  arrested. 

It  was  foe  latest  skirmish  in 
a  battle  dividing  much  of 
California,  with  its  front  line 
300  miles  north  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  in  a  camp  of  narure- 
lovers  with  names  like  Jay 
Bird  and  Laughing  Coyote. 
Their  missibn  is  to  save  the 
world’s  last  unprotected  an¬ 
cient  redwoods  from  foe 
chainsaw. 

The  campsite  beside  Grizzly 
Creek  in  Humboldt  County  is 
where  foe  muddy  foot-soldiers 
of  Earth  First  gather  each 
morning  with  mugs  of  muesli . 
to  plot  the  next  phase  of  their 
duel  with  the  Pacific  Lumber 
Company.  Towering  Douglas 
fir  trees  dwarf  the  tents,  but 
the  redwoods  over  which  the 
region  is  now  fording  openly 
are  another  two  hours  into  foe 
backcountry  by  dirt  road  and 
trespassers'  footpath.  Here, 
from  a  carpet  of  ferns  and  wild 


mushrooms,  trees  that  were 
alive  when  Hannibal  crossed 
the  Alps  over  2000  years  ago 
grow  taller  than  Big  Ben. 
These  are  foe  only  uncut 
redwoods  left  outside  Califor¬ 
nia's  park  system,  which  pro¬ 
tects  barely  A  per  cent  of  foe 
giant  trees  that  once  covered 
foe  coastal  ranges.  For  all  but 
the  oldest  of  them,  foe  sawmill 
beckons. 

Two  of  six  pristine  redwood 
groves  in  Pacific  Lumber’s 
Headwaters  Forest  were  sav¬ 
ed  recently  by  a  controversial 
pact  between  foe  Government 
and  the  company’s  owner,  the 
Texan  financier  Charles 
Hurwitz.  But  in  and  around 
foe  other  four  groves  limber  is 
being  cut 

Details  of  the  pact  released 
yesterday  show  that  Mr 
Hurwitz  has  been  offered 
prime  Californian  property 
and  10,000  acres  of  less  pre¬ 
cious  forest,  worth  $300  mil¬ 
lion  (£1875  million)  in  all,  in 
return  tor  leaving  3500  acres 
at  Headwaters  unscathed. 

Tracks  have  been  cut  into 
three  of  foe  unprotected 
groves  for  so-called  “salvage 
logging",  which  removes  only 
dead  and  dying  timber.  In  the 
process  it  tears  our  foe  forest's 


fragile  life-support  system,  bi¬ 
ologists  say,  and  destroys  the 
habitat  of  endangered  species. 

Grimly  surveying  the  dam¬ 
age,  "Goat",  a  guide  from  the 
Earth  First  camp,  described 
dodging  security  guards  on 
night  runs  to  supply  fellow 
protester!  as  they  staged  a 
two-week  “tree  sh"  in  a  vain 
attempt  to  save  this  slope.  “If 
we  can’t  get  people  to  care 
about  the  redwoods,  we’re 
lost,”  Goat  said.  Blockades 
have  become  routine  in  foe 
Greens'  showdown  with  log¬ 
gers  and  the  police.  So  has  a 
degree  of  paranoia.  “Loose 
lips  sink  ships",  a  sign  at  foe 
camp  says,  adding  that  the 
payphone  is  bugged  and  de¬ 
tails  of  forthcoming  raids 
should  be  passed  on  “on  a 
need -to  know  basis  only". 
More  than  1200  protesters 
have  been  arrested  .since 
September. 

Mr  Hurwitz  has  declined  all 
interview  requests,  but  did 
talk  this  year  to  a  rabbi. 
Concerned  by  the  rabbi's 
warning  that  grave  sin  was 
possible  even  within  the  letter 
of  foe  law,  Mr  Hurwitz  replied 
that  sparing  the  redwoods, 
which  fetch  up  to  $200,000 
each,  was  “not  good  business". 
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Elections 
are  uncertain. 

Your 

mortgage  rate 
shouldn’t  be. 
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No  one  knows  what  will  happen 
to  interest  rates  in  the  next  few 
months. 

Let  alone  after  the  coming  general 
election. 

That's  why  our  new  five  year 
options  mortgage  is  so  hard  ro  beat. 

It  removes  all  of  rhe  uncertainty 
about  fluctuating  interest  rates. 

And  replaces  it  with  the  comfort 
of  knowing  exactly  what  you'll  he 
paying  until  1st  January  2002. 

It’s  your  choice. 

■  You  can  choose  our  lowest  rare 
(the  one  shown  opposite)  if  you 
take  out  our  buildings  and  contents 
insurance. 

■  Alternatively,  if  you  need  some 
cash  to  help  with  your  expenses, 
you  can  opr  for  a  five  year  fix  with 
a  2%  cashback. 

(The  rare  in  this  case  will  be  a  little 
higher  at  8.24%pa  8.7%apr). 

■  And  if  you  prefer  to  arrange 
your  own  insurance,  we  have  other 
options  available. 

So  vote  with  your  feet. 

Ask  for  full  details  at  your  nearest 
Northern  Rock  branch. 

Or  call  our  Mortgage  Hotline  any 
rime  between  9  and  5  Monday  to 
Friday,  or  10  to  3  weekends. 

0800  591  500 


m 

NORTHERN  ROCK 

Northern  Rock  Building  Society. 
Principal  Office:  Northern  Rock  House, 
G  os  forth,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  NEJ  4  PL. 

Branch.:,  ihr.iuphnui  the  I'K. 
rli-js,  lmh-uIi  Villi'*  I'Jbi. 
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YOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  I F  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A  MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT. 
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Gaullists  face  new 
shame  after  arrest 
of  party  fundraiser 


From  Ben  Maontyre  m  Paris' 


A  FRESH  wave  of  scandal 
engulfed  President  Chirac's 
ruling  Gauilist  party  yester¬ 
day  when  anti-corruption 
magistrates  investigating  ille¬ 
gal  political  funding  dosed  in 
on  both  the  party’s  personnel 
chief  and  the  wife  of  die  Paris 
Mayor. 

Louise-Yvonne  Casetta, 
nicknamed  la  cassette .  (die 
cashbox)  for  her  fundraising 
activities  on  behalf  of  the 
Gauilist  Rally  for  the  Republic 
(RPR)  party,  was  ordered  to  be 
detained  for  another  24  hours 
'  yesterday-  She  was  taken  into 
custody  after  a  dawn  raid  at 
:  her  home  on  Thursday. 

Patrick  Desmure,  the  mag- 
:  istrate,  was  expected  to  order 
:  an  official  inquiry  last  night 
.1  into  allegations  that  Mine 
„■  Casetta,  the  party’s  former 
head  of  personnel  widely  seen 
-i  as  the  Gaullists1  “secret  bank- 
er",  misused  company  funds 
;■  and  filled  the  RPR*  coffers  by 
S:  demanding  huge  payments  in 
!.*  exchange  for  dty  building 
contracts. 

t}  In  a  separate,  but  equally 
’  damaging,  case  of  alleged 
political  corruption,  Xavfcre 
'  Tiberi,  the  wife  of  Jean  Tiberi 
• :  who  succeeded  M  Chirac  as 
Paris  Mayor  last  year,  was 
yesterday  placed  under  formal 
investigation  cm  suspicion  that 
;  she  was  paid  Fr200,000 
(£25,000)  by  a  regional  author- 
■i  ity  for  writing  a  short  report 
mat  was  largely  plagiarised, 
;  peppered  with  errors  and 
--  virtually  useless. 

;  Xavier  Dugan,  the  RPR 
president  of  the  Essone  local 
■  council  near  Paris  which  em¬ 


ployed  Mine  Tiberi  to  write 
the  report,  was  named  in  the 
same  investigation. 

French  magistrates  have 
spent  months  investigating 
what  they  claim  was  a  vast 
illegal  funding  system  for  M 
Chirac’s  party  based  on  kick- 
backs  for  city  building  con¬ 
tracts  while  he  was  Mayor  of 
Paris. 

According  to  recent  testimo¬ 
ny  by  a  company  executive. 
Mme  Casetta.  in  her  role  as 
“shadow  treasurer"  for  die 
RPR.  extracted  large  cash 
payments  foam  building  com¬ 
panies  in  exchange  for  lucra¬ 
tive  public  housing  contracts 
in  the  early  1990s. 

She  allegedly  demanded 
that  companies  pay  between  2 
and  3  per  cent  of  the  value  of 
the  contracts  in  backhanders 
amounting  to  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  francs.  Jean- 


Xaviere  Tiberi:  report  was 
‘useless  and  plagiarised’ 


Claude  Pittau,  former  boss  of 
Mazzdta  public  building  con¬ 
tractors,  fold  magistrates  that 
bis  company  had  paid  Mme 
Casetta  at  least  Fr500,000  in 
return  for  three  budding  con¬ 
tracts  in  Tetris.  ■ 

The  deal  was  allegedly  ar¬ 
ranged  over  dinner  at  Carrfe 
des  Feuillants.  one  of  the  most 
expensive  restaurants  in  frr- 
is,  and  M  Pittau  claimed  the 
money  was  delivered  person¬ 
ally  to  Mme  Casetta  in  the 
fionn  of  banknotes  studied  into 
envelopes. 

Five  businessmen  have  al¬ 
ready  been  placed  under  in¬ 
vestigation  in  toe  case,  along 
with  Jean-Claude  M6ry.  a 
Paris  consultant  who  worked 
closely  with  Mme  Casetta, 
according  to  judicial  sources. 

On  September  15  toe  RPR 
announced  that  Mme  Casetta 
“no  longer  has  a  job.  a  salary 
or  an*  office”  at  its  headquar¬ 
ters,,  but  despite  toe  party's 
efforts  to  distance  itself  from 
her.  tiie  case  may  implicate 
other  high-ranking  party 
members. 

Mme  Casetta  said  she  will 
not  shoulder  alone  the  respon- 
sibilfty  for  certain  operations, 
Le  Figaro  .  newspaper 
reported. 

As  the  legal  noose  tightened 
around .  Mme  Tiberi,  with 
magistrates  starting  *a  foil-, 
sale  investigation  into  alleged 
misuse  of  public,  funds,  her 
husband  i§  also  under  investi¬ 
gation  for  allegedly  ordering 
toe  refurbishment  of  a  aty- 
owned  flat  for  his  son,  Domi¬ 
nique.  at  a  cost  to  taxpayers  of 
more  than  Frl.5  million.  ■ 


Rough  ride  for  jet  over  outback 


From  Roger  Maynard 
-  IN  SYDNEY 

A  DOZEN  airline  passengers 
needed  hospital  treatment  in 
Sydney  after  they  were 
thrown  from  their  seats  dur¬ 
ing  a  flight  over  toe  Austra¬ 
lian  Outback. 

The  Singapore  Airlines 
A340  Airbus  was  cruising  at 
30.000ft  when  it  was  buffeted 
by  dear  air  turbulence  which 
caused  it  to  plnnge  300ft  bn  a 
few  seconds.  Dozens  of  pas¬ 


sengers  were  thrown  from 
their  seats  and  12,  induding  a 
pregnant  woman,  received 
hospital  treatment  yesterday 
for  head  and  back  injuries  on 
their  arrival  in  Sydney.  One 
woman  later  underwent  sur¬ 
gery  for  a  broken  hip. 

The  injured  passengers,  all 
of  whom  were  at  toe  rear  of 
die  aircraft,  had  to  be  taken 
off  at  Sydney  airport  on 
stretchers  and  in  wheelchairs. 

Junxian  Ng,  a  passenger 
from  Singapore,  said:  “I  was 


wearing  my  seat  belt  but  the 
people  in  front  of  me  justwent 
upwards,  hitting  their  heads 
and  coming  back  down  again. 
There  were  children  crying 
and  hand  luggage  was  flying 
all  over  die  place:” 

Singapore  Airlines  said  the 
turbulence  occurred  so  sud¬ 
denly  that  the  pilot  did  oat 
have  a  chance  to  warn  passen¬ 
gers.  Clear  air  turbulence  is 
not  detectable  on  radar  and  is 
a  comparatively  rare 
phenomenon. 


Adetail  from  thedepiction  of  Natalya  Goncharova,  Pushkin’s  wife,  inarecent/'toyfroy 

Feminists  rebel  over  Playboy 
view  of  Russian  heroines 


From  Richard  Beeston  in  Moscow 


A  SERIES  bf  nude  paintings 
depicting  same  of  Russia's 
most  famous  .  heroines,  has 
pi  emptied  legal  action  .  fay 
angry  feminists  and  scholars 
against  Moscow's  newly 
opened  Playboy  magazine. 

In  whal  is  building  up  into  a 
bottle  between  old  ..and  new 
cultures  in  Russian  society, 
die  prestigious  Academy  of 
Sciences  and  the  Centre  .for 
Gender  Issues  have'  gone  to 
court  to  seek  damage  for 
what  they  contend  were 'de¬ 
grading  representations'  of 
some  oT  Russia's  most  revered 
women. 

Playboy,  which  started  pub¬ 
lishing  a  Russian  edition  18 
months  ago.  ran  a  series  of 
portraits  of  Catherine  the 
Great,  Natalya  Goncharova. 
Pushkin*  •  wife,  Feodoshra 
Morozova,  a  17th-century  reli¬ 


gious  dissident  and  Sofia 
Korvalevskaya.  a  19th-century 
mathematician,  in  various 
stages  of  undress.  The  paint¬ 
ings  were  drawn,  by  Dmitri' 
VrubeL,  a  Russian  artist  who 
won  world  acclaim /for  his 
Berlin  WaD  mural  The  Kiss  of 
Death,  which  depicted  Leonid 
Brezhnev,  the  former  Soviet 
leader,  locked  in  a  kiss  with' 
Erich  Honecter,  the  former 
East  German  leader. 

Playboy  warned  its  readers 
not  to  take  the  portraits  too 
seriously-and  explained  that 
the  magazine  was  simply  liv¬ 
ing  up  to  its  name.  “Therefore 
we  play,  are  playing,  and  will 
play  as  we  wish,”  it  wrote. 

However,  in  an  open  letter 
before  it  began  its  legal  action, 
the  Gender  Centre  said:  “We 
call  on  all  of  you  who  disagree 
with  the  image  of  a  masturbat¬ 


ing  woman  mathematician, "a 
topless  Catherine  the  Great, 
.and  a- religious  dissident  in 
sexual  heat to  support  oor 
1  campaign."  • 

.  -The  Academy  of  Sciences' 
V  took  up  the  appeal  this-.' week, 
launching  a  100  million  rou¬ 
bles  (£11,000)  lawsuit  against 
the  magazine  unefcr  Article  152 
'.  of  toe'  Civil  Code,  which  leas 
plaintiffs  sue. for  damages  if. 
their  rotation  u  handed.  > 
‘TVededded  to  act  to  protect 
the  reputation  ■  of-  Sofia 
Korvalevskaya,  *■  said  Leonid 
-  Petryenko,  a  lawyer  represent- 
.  mg  the  Academy  of  Sciences. 
Artyem  Trotsky,  the  editor  of 
Playboy,  insisted  that  his  mag¬ 
azine,  which  publishes  some 
of  Russia*  best  modem  writ¬ 
ers.  prided  itself  on  newer 
producing  anything  porno¬ 
graphic  or  tasteless. 


Bangui:  Christopfae  Grelorabe,  a  former  Central  African 
Republic  Interior  Minister,  and  his  son  have  been  abducted 
and  murdered  in;  growing  ethnic  violence  in  the  capital 


mutinous  soldier*. 

President  Chirac  voiced  support  for  the  country*  elected 
Government  but  said  hi$  trebps.  based  in  toe  fonner  Fraich 
colony  under  defence  pads,  could  nothdp  to  fight  mutineers 
but  may  oily  take  part  in'  maintaining  order  to  ayrnd  major 
abates  and  protect  foreign  communities.  A^Franco-African 
wiTmrmt  jn  Burkina  Raao  derided  to  seitd  President  Gompaore 
of  Burkina  Faso  and -the  Heads  of  State  of  Gabon,  Mali  and 
Chad  to  try  to  end  the  fighting.  (Reuter) 


Pah-nun-  peter  Bleach,  a  British  arms  dealer  accused  of 
dropping  weapons  by  parachute  into  eastern  India  last  year, 
said  that  he  had  pleaded  not  guilty  in  a  Calcutta  court  to 
sedition  and  conspiracy.  The  former  British  army  officer  and 
fiye  Latvians  were  arrested  on  December  22  last  year,,  five 
days  aftera  Russian  AN26  aircraft  dropped  the  arms  in  West 
Bengal  state.  The  authorities  recovered  224  AK47  and  AK56 
rifles  with  more  than  17,000  rounds  of  ammunition,  eight 
rocket  launchers,  80  anti-tank  grenades  and  seven  9mm 
pistols.  .Officials  believe  that  the  weapons  were  destined  for 
toe  Hindu  cult  Ananda-Marg,  whose  headquarters  are  near 
thedropsite.  (Reuter) 


Mexico  City:  A  married  cpiqple  who  exposed [government  and 
drug  corruption  have- been  found  dead,  together  with  their 
tfareedifldren,  at  their  suburban  home  an  the  capital*  edge. 
All  five- had  .-been  toot  in  toe  head.  Fernando  Balderas 
published  the  magarinp  Cuarto  Poder,  which  specialised  in 
exposing  corruption,  airid  had  advised  two ;  Median 
attorrte^genersui.  Yolanda  Figueroa,  .his  wife,  had  just 
written  The  Boss  of  the  Gulf, l  a  bode  about  Juan  Gaicfa 
Abrego,  a.  convicted 'rocaine  smuggler.  US  authorities  -say 
Garda  Abrego  built  his  Gulf-£ailer—  toe  second  most, 
powerful  in  Mexico  r-i  partly  through his  ties  to  top  Mexican 
officials,  which  lie  won  with  mfllions  of  dollars  in  bribes! 

A  space  odyssey 

Houston:  The  space  shuttle  Co¬ 
lumbia*  landing  was  postponed 
for  a  second  day  because  of  bad  - 
weather;—  bit  the  delay  was  a 
bonus  for  Dr  Story  Musgrave,.- 
right,  at  6f  the  world*  -oldest 
astronaut,  who  was  on  a  record^ 
sixth  and  final  voyage.  The’dday 
also  mates  toe  mission  the  longest 
shuttle- ffight.  at  nearly  18  days. 

The  five  astronauts. with  enough  , 
fuel  and-  supplies,  fa  last  until  - 
Wednesday,  try  again  today.  (AP)  ;  ' 

Killer  is  executed 

Starke,  Florida:  John  Mills,  4L,  was  executed  in  the  electric’ 
chair  here  for  abducting  a  30-year-old  man  from  a  mobile 
home,  driving  him  to  an  abandoned  airstrip  and  hitting  him 
with  a  tyre  lever  before  shobting  him  twice  in  the  face  with  a 
shotgun.  He  then  stole  from  the  bome.  An  accomplice. 
Michael  Frederick,  was  sentenced  to  347 years  in  prison.  (AP) 
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THE  TIMES 


Sinister  deeds  of  Kohl’s  dare-devil  spymaster  are  threatening  to  tarnish  Chancellor’s  image 


008’s  days  numbered 


THE  real  ■ 

strength  of 

Helmut  Kohl  DTj1 

is  vested  in  DJjP 

his  entou  - 

rage,  loyal  ft] 

Stakhanov 

ites  who 

rarely  see  __ __ 

their  wives 

and  who  spend  their  waking 
hours  being  driven  and  teased 
by  the  Chancellor. 

Men  like  Fritz  Bohl,  the 
chancellery  chief,  and  Jo¬ 
achim  Bitterlich.  the  foreign 
policy  adviser,  pose  as  self- 
effacing  civil  servants,  but 
they  in  fact  run  Germany  by 
mastering  the  detail  that  the 
Chancellor  forgets  or  neglects. 

The  weak  link  in  this  team 
is  the  dapper,  former  gram¬ 
mar  school  headmaster  Bemd 
Schmidbauer,  who  has  been 
dubbed  Agent  008.  He  is  the 
Chancellor’s  adviser  on  sec- 


BERLIN  FILE 

by  ROGER 
BOYES 


urity  affairs  and  the  closest 
that  Germany  has  to  a  dare¬ 
devil  politician.  Herr  Schmid¬ 
bauer  negotiates  exchanges  of 
prisoners  and  corpses  be¬ 
tween  Israel  and  Iran,  wades 
through  South  American  jun¬ 
gles  with  anti-drug  squads, 
disappears  for  days  in  the 
Middle  East.  Now  he  is  in  hot 
water  rather  than  hot  climes. 

This  week  he  has  faced  a 
parliamentary  grilling  about 
a  shadowy  freelance  spy,  Wer¬ 
ner  Mauss,  who  was  recently 
arrested  in  Colombia.  Herr 
Mauss  is  a  private' detective 


Trappings  of  office 


THE  Reichstag  is  a  mess. 
After  being  wrapped  and  un¬ 
wrapped  by  package  artist 
Christo,  the  once  and  future 
parliament  is  now  swaddled 
in  scaffolding  as  Germany 
.  struggles  to  keep  to  its  dead¬ 
lines.  Both  the  German  par¬ 
liament  and  the  Chancellor 
have  promised  to  be  in  resi¬ 
dence  by  the  end  of  1999.  but 
Helmut  Kohl's  dream  of  mak¬ 
ing  Berlin  the  fully-fledged 
political  capital  by  the  new 
millennium  is  fading. 

The  scramble  is  already  on 
for  the  best  offices  in  and 


around  parliament.  But  the 
most  intriguing  problem  is 
the  wallpaper.  Should  the 
corridors  of  power  be  plas¬ 
tered  with  the  new  bug-proof 
covering  designed  by  Sie¬ 
mens?  The  wallpaper,  called 
Shieldex,  is  copper-encased 
nylon  and  the  main  custom¬ 
ers  are  likely  to  be  hospitals 
trying  to  block  electromagnet¬ 
ic  interference  with  their  ma¬ 
chinery.  Both  houses  of 
parliament  have  ordered 
Shieldex  but  the  chancellery 
is  wondering  whether  it  can 
afford  electronic  decor. 


who  has  car- 
•  ried  out  sev- 

■'Zzffmgb  era!  missions 

for  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

£  -m  The  latest 

was  as  a  ne- 
gotiator  with 
a  Colombian 
guerrilla 

group,  the  ELN,  to  secure  the 
release  of  the  wife  of  a 
kidnapped  German  executive. 
The  Colombian  authorities 
have  accused  Herr  Mauss  of 
playing  a  double  game  and  of 
being  in  league  with  the 
Marxist  guerrillas.  That 
means  trouble  for  Herr 
Schmidbauer  who  admits  to 
having  met  Herr  Mauss  six 
times  and  to  helping  to  ar¬ 
range  false  passports  for  the 
agent. 

Sooner  rather  than  later  the 
Chancellor  probably  will  have 
to  drop  his  security  chief.  He 
has  survived  other  scandals, 
personal  and  political.  His 
impassioned  wife  once  strode 
into  Herr  Schmidbauer^  fa¬ 
vourite  Italian  restaurant  and 
had  a  stand-up  row  with  the 
sleekly  groomed,  chain¬ 
smoking  spymaster  Herr 
Schmidbauer  had  made  his 
mistress  pregnant  and  his 
wife  was  not  amused. 

The  trial  of  an  alleged 
Iranian  hit  team,  now  coming 
to  a  climax  in  Berlin,  has  also 
revealed  unsavoury  aspects  of 
Herr  Schmidbauer’s  dealing 
with  the  Tehran  regime.  It 
was  Herr  Schmidbauer  who 
proudly  showed  Ali  Fallahian. 
the  Iranian  Police  Minister, 
around  the  headquarters  of 


Bemd  Schmidbauer  with  Helmut  Kohl  at  a  European  soccer  match  at  Old  Trafford  featuring  Italy,  and  Germany 


the  German  espionage  and 
counter-espionage  services. 
During  the  Berlin  trial  it 
emerged  that  Mr  Fallahian 
had  ordered  assassinations  in 
the  German  capital 
As  in  the  case  of  Herr 
Mauss ”5  Colombian  muddle, 
there  is  usually  a  humanitar¬ 
ian  argument  to  be  put.  Herr 
Schmidbauer  has  always 
been  given  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt  ty  Herr  Kohl,  but  this 
direct  line  between  Hen-  Kohl 
and  rather  sinister  acts  of 
derring-do  around  the  world 


is  proving  an  embarrassment. 
Herr  Kohl  increasingly  sees 
himself  as  the  History  Man 
and  adventures  by  his  senior 
staff  detract  from,  rather  than 

add  to,  the  glory.  . . 

The  critics!  problem  is  that 
there  is  no  solid  legal  under¬ 
pinning  to  these  antics.  "Hen 
Schmidbauer  and  his  staff  of 
25  are  supposed  only  to  co¬ 
ordinate  and  oversee  the  activ¬ 
ities  of  the  espionage  service 
(BND),  the  domestic  counter¬ 
espionage  organisation  and 
military  counter-espionage. 


The  Chancellor  is  no  great ' 
admirer  of  oavert  intelligence 
—  a  quality,  he  shares  with  his  . 
predecessor  Helmut  Schmidt 
who  said  he  discovered  more  - 
by  reading  a -British,  news- 
paper  —  and  Harr  Schmid- 
bauer'iri  turn  has  shown  little 
itspecL-for  previous  sendee, 
chiefs.  Nowadays  the  BND; 
regarded  for  years  as  .  an, 
accident-prone  Keystone  Cops 
qperatfan,  is  managed  jpy  a- 
safe  pair  of  hands.  Hahsjoerg: 
Geiger.  It  is  moving  from! 
Gold  War  business  to  counter¬ 


terrorism,  combating- 
organised  crime  and  the 
drugs  trade.  That  gives  Herr 
Schmidbauer  even  less  to.  do. 
hence  his  taste  far  initiating 
his  awn  missions.^  ; . 

:  Use  essential.:  dilemma  is 
that  while  every  leader  meeds 

■  firemen  ■  srtA  .  trusted  .  sfaff _ 
."ready  to.  dirty  their- bands, ; 
these' people  should  dot:  draw 
attention  to  themselves.  The 
miracle  of  a  freed,  hostage" 
should  be  attributed  without 
■qualification  to  .  the  Chancel-, 
lor,  the  failures  forgotten  fast. 


No  star 
treatment 


MARLENE  DIETRICH, 
the  legendary  film  vamp, 
is.at  the  heart  of  a  new 
Berlin  row. ' 

The"  Social-Democrat 
council  m  Scheeneberg 
district  thinks  it  is  time  to 
honour  the  heroine  of  The 
Blue  Angel  -  She  earned 
the  Medal  of  Freedom 
from  the  Americans  and 
another  .  gong  from  the 
French  Foreign  Legion  — 

■  probably  for  her  part  in 
Morocco  when  she  jilted  a 
millionaire  to  have  an 
affair,  with  a  penniless 
Legionnaire  played  by 
Gary  Cooper. 

But  Germans  have  been 
reluctant  even  Co  admit 
that  Berlin  was  her  home 
town  as  well  as1  the  place 
where  she  is  buried. 

She  left  Germany  in  the 
1930s,  despised  the  Nazis, 
gave  financial  help  -  to 

■  some  Jewish  6migr£s  in 
the  United:.  Sates,  per¬ 
formed  far  American 
troops  and;  after  the  war, 
entered  bruised  and  bat¬ 
tered  Berlin  wearing  a  US 

:  uniform.  ,  .  . 

That  last  act  has  not; 
been :  forgotten  qtrfckiyi 


•have  been  flooding  into 
the  Social-Democrat  of¬ 
fices  to  oppose  the  creation 
of  a  Marlene  Dietrich 
Strasse.  Her  gravestone 
has  been,  smeared  with 
Naai.grafltti. 


Charities  want  brothel  ban  reviewed  ui  Metro  is 

From  Richard  Owen  in  rome  ••  •.  &V.' 

LEADING  Catholic  charities  or  “dosed  houses”,  but  had  die-  rity  ooundl  to  drive  prostitutes  many  residents  of  ■  the  dty  13O11C0  FRIGS 
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LEADING  Catholic  charities 
in  Italy  yesterday  called  for  a 
40-year-old  law  banning 
brothels  to  be  reviewed  as  part 
of  an  attempt  to  solve  the 
growing  problem  of  prostitu¬ 
tion.  which  they  have 
described  as  a  form  of  20th- 
century  slavery. 

The  groups,  which  indude 
immigrant  charities  run  by 
the  Italian  Bishops’  Confer¬ 
ence  and  Caritas,  the  aid 
agency,  said  that  the  1958 
“Merlin  law"  —  named  after 
Angela  Merlin,  the  Socialist 
anti-prostitution  campaigner 
—  should  be  looked  at  again. 
The  law  banned  legal  brothels 


or  “dosed  houses",  but  had  die 
effect  of  driving  prostitutes  on 
to  the  streets,  where  their 
numbers  have  been  swelled 
recently  fay  illegal  immigrants 
from  Albania  and  Africa. 

But  the  groups  said  there 
were  solutions  short  of  the  re¬ 
establishment  of  brothels,  in¬ 
cluding  cracking  down  on 
pimps  by  confiscating  their 
illegal  earnings  and  offering 
financial  help  to  prostitutes 
who  wanted  to  "come  off  the 
streets”. 

The  Catholic  agencies 
joined  other  political  and  so¬ 
da]  groups  in  deploring  a 
decision  this  week  by  Milan 


dty  ooundl  to  drive  prostitutes 
off  the  streets  by  sending 
photographs  of  dients’  cars  to 
their  homes.  Opposition 
councillors  said  the  scheme 
would  wreck  marriages,  and 
local  police  argued  that  it  was 
unworkable. 

The  plan,  put  forward  by 
Riccardo  De  Corato,  leader  of 
the  post- Fascist  Alleanza 
Nazionale  in  Milan,  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  16  votes  to  ten,  with 
sue  abstentions. 

Left-wing  councillors  said 
the  plan  was  a  “violation  of 
privacy,  honour  and  rep¬ 
utation”.  Corriere  della  Sera, 
which  is  based  in  Milan,  said 


many  residents  of  ■  the  dty 
were  at  their  wits*  end.  Prosti¬ 
tutes  and  transvestites  were 
“performing  stripteases  in  the 
street",  and  customers  were 
lining  up  in  their  cars. 

La  Stampa  said  the  Milan 
move  was  a  reflection  of  the 
fact  that  Italian  rities  are  now 
so  saturated  with  prostitutes 
that  the  authorities  were  will¬ 
ing  to  try  anything.  But  it  said 
the  morality  of  the  Milan  dty 
council  was  at  odds  with  the 
centuries-old  morality  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  which  held 
that  the  sinner  alone  should  be 
made  to  suffer  for  his 
misdeeds. 
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From  Reuter, 
in  ROME  • 

POLICE  yesterday  raided 
the  homes  and  offices  of 
Antonio  Di  Pietro,  a  former 
minister  made  famous  by  his 
judicial  assault  on  cor¬ 
ruption,  known  as  the  "Clean 
hands”  investigation. 

The  Italian  media  reported 
that  some  300  agents  were 
involved  in  the  raids,  ordered 
by  magistrates  in  the  north¬ 
ern  town  of  Brescia  who  are 
investigating  alleged  irregu¬ 
larities  by  Signor  Di  Pietro 
when  he  was  a  leading  anti- 
corruption  magistrate. 

His  lawyer.  Massimo 
Dinoia.  said  that  agents  had 
seized  legal  documents  from 
his  home  in  the  town  of 
Curno,  near  Milan-  The  law¬ 
yer  said  Signor  Di  Retro, 
who  returned  to  Milan  from 
Rome  yesterday  morning, 
was  not  present  but  added 
that  his  wife  and  two  young 
children  had  been  awakened 
by  police. 

Some  50  raids  were  earned 
out  by  special  investigators. 
Signor  Di  Pietro's  business 
associates  and  lawyers  were 
also  targeted. 


'  By  Richard  Owen  .:  . 

ANGUCAN  officials  insisted 
yesterday  that  Anglican-Cathr 
otic  dialogue  was  “very  much 
alive"  despite  deep  differences . 
over .  women  priests  -  during 
talks  between  the  Pope  and  tiie 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  this 
week. 

“The  visit  was  marked  by 
great  personal  warmth,”  said 
Canon  Bruce  Ruddock,  head 
of-, the  Anglican  Centre  in 
Rome.  “We  are  going  to-  re-, 
view  the  stage  we-  have 
reached,  but  are  determined  to 
continue.” 

Blit  veteran  Vatican  watch¬ 
ers  said  they  saw  “no  common 
ground  whatsoever”  over  the 
ordination  of  women,  and  not 
much  more  on  other  issues, 
siidi  as  papal  primacy,  papal  - 
infallibility  and  Marian  doc¬ 
trine  (policy  over  the  Virgin 
Mary).  * 

“Eve  has  divided  Anglican 
and  Catholics,"  said  Marco 
Politi,  the  Vatican  corres¬ 
pondent  of  La  Repubblica  and 
author  of  a  recent  book  on  the 
POpe.  “The  atmosphere  was 
fraternal  and  cordial,  and  the 
pontiff  even  asked  the  Arch¬ 
bishop  to  stay  on  for  lunch  on 


Dr  Carey:  Visit  marked  . 
“by  great  yvannth" 

Thursday.  But  even  Dr  Carey 
admitted  there  had  been  no 
concrete  results."  • 

Yesterday,  Dr  Carey  ended 
his  four-day  trip  to  Italy  ,  in 
Milan,  where  he  attended' 
vespers  with  Cardinal  Carlo  - 
Maria  Martini,  the  Archbish¬ 
op  of  Milan,  who  is  a  strong 
future  candidate  for-the  papa¬ 
cy  and  whose  views  on  mar¬ 
ried  priests  and  the  role  of 
women  in  the  Church  are 
more  liberal  than  the  Pope’s. 

Celebrating  vespers  mark¬ 
ing  the  1,600th  anniversary  of 


the  tieathof  STAmbrose.--4fre 
-'-patron  of  lyfifan,  "Bz 
Carey ' htited  that  next  year 
i  Bntaui  ‘would  celebrate  the 
;;i;«X^-S:|Bwyejsaiy  of  the 
,  death,  Sgwt  Cofum-  _ 

4  baraiEtf  metehraJmBritainrof 
Saint  Augustine,  -  the  first ' 
,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. .. 

But  Vatican  officials  said  the 
30year-old  Anglican.  Catholic 
dialoguehadreacfied  an“im- 
pasre"  oyer  tbe  ordination  of 
woftien  priests. Before  the 
-  Archbisfiepfeft Rome  for  Mi¬ 
lan,'  the  Popesaidthe  "obsta- 
.  cle*  of  .’women's  ordination 
.underscored'  the  .  heed  for  • 
..  agreement  an  who  would  ha*e 


ultimate  doctrinal  teaching 
"■  authority  in  an  eventually 
unifiedchureh.- 
'  This  wedc  he  reminded  Efr 
..  .Carey  that  as  Pope,  he  held  the 
“teaching  office"  df  Saint 
Peter,  arid  added:  "The  path 
-  ahead  may  not  be  altogether 
dear  to  us,  but  we  are  here  to 
recommit  ourselves  to  follow¬ 
ing  it?.  But  the  pontiff  added 
that  evenif  papal  primacy  was 
"modified"  he  could  not  ac¬ 
cept  a :  symbolic  papacy  lack¬ 
ing  dpctrinal  autiiority. 

Leading  article,  page  21 
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■  OPINION 

Hasn*t  Sir 
Denis  Mahon 
played  his 
huffing  and 
puffing  scene 
once  too  often? 


ta  THEATRE 

Staging  Troilus 
and  Cressida 
for  laughs  makes 
for  a  long  and 
fussy  evening 
at  the  Barbican 


■  GOING  OUT 

Alec  McCowen 
in  Chekhov,  and 
the  weekend’s 
other  top 
shows,  surveyed 
in  The  Directory 


■  ON  MONDAY 

Placido  Domingo 
sings  Wagner 
for  the  first 
time  in  Britain: 
read  Rodney 
Milnes’s  verdict 


Crisis  in  the  fine  art  world! 
Panic  in  Whitehall!  Proud 
museum  directors  faffing 
around  like  obsequious  butlers. 
The  Heritage  Secretary  firing  off 
desperate  letters  to  all  available 
organs.  The  art  establishment 
expressing  itself  aghast,  darling, 
at  the  prospect  of  E2S  million  of  . 
prime-cut  paintings  slipping  from 
its  grasp. 

Yes.  ■  die  Old  Master  of  the 
cultural  whinge  has  spoken.  Step 
forward.  Sir  Denis  Mahon.  The 
86-year-old  art  historian  and  very 
rich  bachelor  announced  this  week 
that  his  collection  of  61  Italian 
Baroque  paintings  ~  at  present 
destined  far  top  British  galleries 
when  he  dies  —  will  be  removed  if 
those  galleries  start  to  sell  off  their 
collections  or  charge  for  admis¬ 
sions.  Even  by  Mahon’s  standards 
this  was  a  virtuoso  display  of  cat- 
among-pi  geo  ns-putting,  and  the 
kneejerk  reaction  to  his '  threat 
must  have  made  the  old  boy  feel 
very  important 

Which,  of  course,  is  utterly 
bizarre.  Don’t  get  me  wrong.’  I  am 


not  against  being  nice  to  pension¬ 
ers,  though  the  heir  to  tire' vast 
Guinness  Mahan  banking  fortune 
is  hardly  a  pensioner  in  me  usual 
sense  of  the  word.  Nor  do  I  belittle 
die  quality  of  Mahon's  collection. 

It's  just  that  he  has  pulled  this 
stunt  so  many  times  before.  And 
-{gullible  politicians  foil  for  it  every 
time!  Those  wretched  Guercinos. 
Renis  and  Cortonas  must  have 
exercised  more  influence  on  gov¬ 
ernment  policy  than  many  Catenet 
ministers.  Let's  recall  some  epic 
Mahon  tantrums  of  the .  past 
quarter-century; 

November  1973:  Mahon  threatens 
to  leave  his  paintings  to  Ireland  if 
museum  charges  are  introduced  in 
Britain.  In  a  letter  to  The  Times,  he 
accuses  the  Heath  Government  of 
"shabby  devices”. 

August  1974:  “I’ll  sell  my  art 
treasures  abroad,”  Mahon  teDs  fixe 


’t  get  the  picture.  Minister 


Evening  Standard.  More  wrath 
about  museum  charges?.  Er,  no. 
Mahon  has  been  very  hurt,  poor 
.lamb,  by  the  Wilson  Government’s 
proposed  wealth  fox.  “I  had  in¬ 
tended  to  bequeath  the  collection, 
my  life's  love,  to  foe  public.”  he 
sniffs.  "But  if  foe  Government  are 
going  to  start  bullying  and 
victimising  me.  then  by  golly  111 
sell  it  abroad  first”  Stirring  words. 
May  1977:  "Britain  is  in  danger  of 
losing  Denis  Mahon's  collection,” 
foe  Sunday  Telegraph  warns  read- 
.  ers.  This  time  it  seems  to  be  be¬ 
cause  of  "the  Government's  atti¬ 
tude  over  the  sale  of  art  treasures 
from  Mentmore  Towers”. 
November  1977:  Obviously  1977  is 
Mahon’s  Year  of  living  Indig¬ 
nantly.  Now  he  is  angp’  about  the 
Treasury  meddling  with  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Land  Fund  —  a  relief  agency 
for  aristocrats  with  stately  homes. 
Remarkably.  Mahon  does  not 


RICHARD  MORRISON 


threaten  to  take  his  paintings 
abroad  this  lime.  Perhaps  his 
earlier  threat  is  still  pending. 
February  1979:  Guess  what's  hot 
news?  "Britain  will  lose  one  of  the 
world's  finest  collections  of  Italian 


pointings  if  the  "Government  abol¬ 
ishes  the  system  whereby  works  of 
art  can  be  offered  in  lieu  of  taxes." 
the  Telegraph  reports.  It’s  Dough¬ 
ty  Den  again!  "I  had  intended  the 
coDectiansIioufd  go  to  the  nation.” 
he  says.  ‘But  with  these  new 
proposals  I  shall  have  to  instruct 
my  executors  to  sell  the  pictures 
abroad.”  Luckily,  a  general  elec¬ 
tion  averts  this  catastrophe. 

July  1985:  A  familiar  headline  in 
The  Times:  “Art  collector’s  threat 
to  sell  pictures  abroad  forces  tax 
change."  Another  victory  for 
Guerdno  power!  The  paper  re¬ 
ports  that  Mahon’s  "game  of 
brinkmanship”  has  resulted  in 
"virtually'  open-ended  tax  conces¬ 
sions”  for  people  with  lots  of  Old 
Masters.  The  arts  world,  or  at  least 
the  posh  end  of  it.  is  ecstatic.  So  is 
Sir  David  Piper,  the  Ashmolean 
Museum’s  director.  "Mr  Mahon 
has  the  most  gorgeous  stamina.” 


he  gushes  girlishly  in  77ie  Times. 
June  1986:  Arise.  Sir  Denis!  But  if 
the  Government  hopes  that  a 
knighthood  will  induce  Mahon  to 
settle  the  foie  of  his  collection,  it  is 
sadly  mistaken . . . 

March  1988:  Mahon  is  "again 
contemplating  changing  his  will”. 
The  Times  notes  wearily.  His 
paintings  will  be  disbursed 
abroad,  he  threatens,  because  of 
“plans  to  introduce  de-accession" 
in  national  galleries.  Two  months 
later,  all  is  smiles.  Mahon  has 
discovered  an  Arts  Minister.  Ricli- 
ard  Luce,  who  is  "approachable 
and  listens  to  arguments". 
February  1992:  One  of  Mahon's 
finest  hours.  He  threatens  to 
withdraw  the  offer  of  a  loaned 
Guerdno  to  the  National  Galleiy 
unless  the  Government  indemni¬ 
fies  owners  of  paintings  lent  to  the 
nation.  The  new  Arts  Minister, 
Tim  Renton,  obligingly  alters  a 


Bill  that  is  already  going  through 
Parliament  Mahon  attends  a 
Commons  select  committee  to 
savour  his  triumph. 

And  so  to  this  week’s  events.  Out 
has  come  the  trump-card  again  — 

and  Mahon  once  more  has  Her 
Majesty's  Government  begging 
for  mercy.  Part  of  me  hopes  that 
Mrs  Battamley  will  tell  Mahon 
exactly  where  he  can  stick  his 
predous  Guercinos.  After  all,  it  is 
mad  that  the  mere  ownership  of  a 
tasty  art  collection  should  appar¬ 
ently  give  somebody  the  clout  to 
change  government  policy  eight 
times  in  25  years. 

But  the  other  part  of  me  wishes 
this  wily  old  bird  several  mure 
decades  of  rude  health  and  even 
ruder  interference  in  the  gover¬ 
nance  of  Britain.  After  all.  he  has 
proved  one  thing;  politirians  can¬ 
not  be  as  philistine  as  we  thought. 
Not  if  five  Prime  Ministers  in 
succession  turn  cartwheels  to  get 
their  hands  on  a  load  of  paintings 
by  artists  of  whom  they  have 
barely  heard. 


Funny?  You 
must  be  joking 

THEATRE:  Jeremy  Kingston  on  an  over-fussy 
production  of  Shakespeare’s  Trojan  tragedy 


“A  pointless  exercise  were  it  not  for  a  duster  of  admirable  performances”:  Joseph  Fiennes 
as  Troilus  and  Philip  Voss  as  Ulysses  in  Ian  Judge’s  production  of  Troilus  and  Cressida 


Who  said  this? 

“ Troilus  and 
Cressida  is  re¬ 
markable  be¬ 
cause  it  is  so  utterly  original  — 
startling,  deeply  shocking  and 
very,  very  funny.”  Ian  Judge, 
that’s  who,  director  of  this 
Royal  Shakespeare  Company 
production  in  his  opening 
rehearsal  talk  which  is  re¬ 
printed  in  the  programme. 
Not  just  funny,  you  wul  notice, 
noj  even  very  funny  but  very 
.  wry  funny,  although,  he  does 
stop  short  of  calling  it 
sidesplitting,  or  subtitling  it 
with  a  nod  to  the  bisexual 
Pandarus,  Cressida's  Aunt. 

Judge  is  noted  for  liking  to 
make  an  audience  emerge 
from  the  theatre  feeling  good. 
And  I  have  been  made  to  fed 
that  way  myself  after,  for 
.  example,  his  stagings  of  The 
Wizard  of  Oz  and  The  Com¬ 
edy  of  Errors,  both  of  them  at 
this  theatre. 

On  the  other  hand,  watch¬ 
ing  his  recent  Scrooge  was  like 
drowning  in  jam.  And  his 
current  production  of  Shake¬ 
speare's  very,  very  funny  trie) 
side  joke  would  be  an  entirely 
pointless  exercise  were  it  not 
for  a  duster  of  admirable 
•performances,  although  these 
are  not  always  where  one 
wants  them. 
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As  designed  by  John  Gun¬ 
ter,  Troy’s  wall  is  a  mighty 
image  of  patched  protection, 
brickwork  mended  with  sheets 
of  corrugated  iron  that  lend 
their  suggestion  of  fluted  col¬ 
umn  to  the  structure.  Over  the 
Greek  camp  hangs  a  great 
golden  shield  that  turns  blood- 


Troflus and 
Cressida 
Barbican 


red  when  the  battle  rages,  like 
an  unhealthy  sun. 

Helpful  images,  all  of  them, 
unlike  the  scene  in  the  tent 
where  Richard  Dillane's 
hunky  Diomedes  woos  Cressi¬ 
da.  From  the  top  of  the  stage 
an  immense  cyclamen  curtain 
sweeps  down  in  the  sort  of 
curve  beloved  of  Cedi  Beacon 
in  romantic  mood.  All  very 
ironic,  perhaps,  but  the  situa¬ 
tion  itself,  with  its  three  on¬ 
lookers  making  their  sour  or 
weeping  comments,  establish¬ 
es  this  point  with  more 
economy. 

Economy  is  not  a  word 
Judge  appears  to  consider 
when  imagining  a  scene.  His 
actors  move  restlessly  around 
one  another,  going  down  steps 
in  order  to  turn  about  and  go 
up  them  again.  There  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  lot  of  talk  in  the  play — 
more  than  usual  in  a  version 
that  seems  to  have  cut  nothing 
—  and  we  certainly  need 
something  to  keep  our  minds 
alert.  But  perhaps  he  could 
have  concentrated  on  the  lan¬ 
guage? 


The  quality  of  performance 
varies.  Victoria  Hamilton  elo¬ 
quently  traces  Cressida's  jour¬ 
ney  from  being  a  girl  capable 
of  genuine  feeling  to  one  who. 
betrayed  by  her  dty,  is  no 
longer  certain  of  what  she  feels 
—  except,  that  is.  her  own 
uncertainty. 

Her  dosing  cry  of  Troilus!” 
is  an  expression  of  true  grief. 
Unlike  the  voice  of  Joseph 
Fiennes  as  Troilus,  which 
breaks  and  gulps  and  catches 
breath,  corkscrewing  this  way 
and  that,  until  the  sense  of  a 
speech  flies  off  in  all  direc¬ 
tions. 

Clive  Franris  giggles  a  lor  as 
a  superfidal  Pandarus.  The 
muscular  young  Greasians,  as 
they  are  pronounced,  have 
stepped  from  the  pages  of  an 
old  Physique  Pictorial  but 
speak  with .  darity.  Philip 
Voss’s  magisterial  Ulysses 
particularly  so. 

On  the  opposing  ride  Louis 
Hilyer’S  Hector  stands  out 
well.  But  the  evening  as  a 
whole  is  long  —  and  very,  very 
fussy. 
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"The  sort  of  show 
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long  way  to  sae” 
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“It  never  stops 
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No  fear  of  music 


THE  name  Talking  Heads 
has  always  been  synonymous 
with  their  eccentric  front  man 
David  Byrne,  even  though 
thdr  actual  sounds  relied  on 
the  rhythms  of  bassist  Tina 
Weymouth,  drummer  Chris 
Frantz  and  keyboard  player 
Jerry  Harrisan. 

Renaming  themselves  the 
Heads.  Weymouth.  Frantz 
and  Harrison  recently  record¬ 
ed  an  album,  which  they , 
tellingly  called  No  Talking 
Just  Head,  and  got  round  the 
lead  singer  problem  by  re¬ 
cruiting  a  bunch  of  guest 
vocalists,  induding  Shaun  Ry¬ 
der.  Debbie  Haiiy.  Michael 
Hutchence.  Richard  Hell  and 
Johnette  Napolitano,  to  write 
lyrics  for  finished  backing 
tracks.  Shaun  Ryder’s  Don't 
Take  My  Kindness  for  Weak¬ 
ness.  a  recent  single,'  was 
particularly  inspired,  and  the 
results  convinced  the  Heads  to 
start  playing  Jive  again. 

To  do  so.  they  have  added 
extra  guitarist  Blast  Murray 
and  upgraded  Concrete 
Blonde’s  Napolitano  from 
guest  vocalist  to  lead  singer. 
She  has  a  distinctive  voice  that 
frequently  rose  into  a 
Courtney  Love-style  holler  but 
she  tempered  it  to  suit  the  style 
of  the  various  missing  guests. 
“Gordon  |Gano  of  ihe  Violent 
Femmes]  can’t  be  with  us 
tonight,  so  111  just  do  my  best 
Gordon  for  you,”  she  joked 
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The  Heads 
Hanover  Grand,  W1 


before  singing  the  melodic 
Only  The  Lonely. 

Gano  was  not  the  only  guest 
who  could  not  make  it  neither 
Ryder  nor  Hutchence  pur  in 
an  appearance.  Luckily. ; 
Napolitano  managed  to  keep  * 
the  crowd  entertained  —  her 
androgynous  figure  proving  a  . 
godsend  when  it  came  to. 
dancing  around  Byme-style . 
during  the  Talking  Heads 
song.  Take  Me  To  The  River. 

Of  all  the  band,  it  was 
Weymouth  who  most  looked 
as  if  she  was  revelling  in  her 
newfound  freedom,  playing 
off  Napolitano  and  clearly 
enjoying  singing  with  another , 
woman  on  the  alburn^  title 
track.  Punk  Lolita.  They  even, 
finished  off  with  Psycho  Killer 
and  did  a  couple  of  encores  . 
which  paid  tribute  to  their: 
various  solo  careers,  most 
notably  Tom  Tom  Club's" 
Wordy  Rappinghood. 

Although  this  was  more  of  a 
celebration  of  the  Heads’  past 
than  a  take  on  their  future,  it  > 
was  enough  to  give  the  crowd  ■: 
what  they  had  come  for. 

Ann  Scanlon  ; 
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The  Georgian  rules  of  our  most  venerable  artistic  institution  make  it  too  amateurish  for  the  big  league,  says  Richard  Morrison 


The  financial  crisis  that  blew 
up  in  the  faces  of  the  Royal 
Academy's  membership  yes¬ 
terday  was  sudden  but  gruesomely 
predictable.  The  allegations  of  fi¬ 
nancial  irregularities.  oF  “borrow¬ 
ing"  from  the  pension  fund,  of 
mysterious  gaps  in  the  annual 
accounts,  are  worrying  enough. 
This  is  a  228-year-old  institution 
with  a  list  of  benefactors  headed  by 
the  Queen,  where  some  of  Britain’s 
most  eminent  painters,  sculptors 
and  architects  are  the  members, 
and  where  the  honorary  fellows 
include  just  about  every  famous 
cultural  Figure  in  the  land. 

But  even  if  the  accusations  prove 
to  be  temporary  blemishes  that  are 
already  being  erased  —  as  the  RA 
was  claiming  yesterday — there  are 
other  huge  problems  inherent  in 
the  very  structure  of  die  venerable 
institution  in  Piccadilly.  As  with  the 
British  Museum,  which  was  recent¬ 
ly  revealed  to  have  not  a  single 
qualified  accountant  among  its 
staff  of  nearly  1 .200.  the  RA  gives 
the  impression  of  being  governed 


Royal  Academicians  in  distress 


by  a  group  of  well-intentioned  but 
elderly  arid  unworldly  people  who 
have  never  learnt  about  survival  in 
the  current  cut-throat  arts  world. 

It  is  effectively  now  two  institu¬ 
tions  in  one.  Fust,  it  is  a  grandly 
appointed  dub  for  artists,  deeply 
conscious  of  an  illustrious  tradition 
stretching  bad;  to  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds;  and  secondly  it  is  avenue 
for  international  shows.  TTije  acade¬ 
micians’ historic  mission  to  main¬ 
tain  artistic  standards  and  lead 
public  taste  has  long  been  under¬ 
mined  by  the  annual,  depressing 
reality  of  the  mediocre  paintings 
usually  produced  for  the  now 
notorious  (but  still  money-spin¬ 
ning  Summer  Exhibition. 

In  the  past  two  decades,  however, 
under  the  often  inspired  leadership 
of  its  exhibitions  secretary.  Nor¬ 
man  Rosenthal,  the  RA  has  made 


Is  literary  London  really  so  full  of 
spite?  Derwent  May  doubts  it 

Confessions  of 


a  reviewer 


One  day  in  March  a  few 
years  ago,  when  I  was  lit¬ 
erary  editor  of  The  Listener 
and  preparing  my  first  special 
books  number  of  the  year,  I  went 
up  to  Oxford.  On  a  bade  wall  of  All 
Souls  I  saw  a  big  painted  slogan: 
"No  to  Spring  Books".  I  soon 
realised  that  it  was  in  fact  an  anti- 
apartheid  slogan,  “No  to  Spring¬ 
boks",  but  it  was  a  nasty  moment. 

However,  the  slogan  I  thought  I 
saw  might  well  have  been  daubed 
there  by  Amanda  Craig,  who  has 
wrinen  a  novel.  A  Vi rious  Circle, 
which  has  this  week  been  hailed  as 
a  work  of  genius  by  A.N.  Wilson, 
the  novelist  and  literary  editor  of 
the  Evening  Standard.  It  consists 
mainly  of  a  ferocious  attack  on  the 
world  of  book  reviewers. 

Two  of  its  main  characters  are 
young  literary  journalists,  who  are 
supposed  to  be  representative  fig¬ 
ures,  and  who  recognise  in  them¬ 
selves  and  others  only  two  motives: 
—  the  currying  of  favour  and  the 
instilling  of  fear.  A  third  character 
is  a  waitress  who  teaches  herself  to 
become  a  vicious  reviewer  out  of 
revenge  when  she  is  ditched  by  a 
literary  journalist,  and  is  so  carried 
away  that  her  review  destroys  a 
novel  by  her  best  friend. 

Any  concern  for  truth  and  justice 
is  utterly  invisible  in  this  portrait  of 
rhe  literary  world.  In  fact,  one  re¬ 
viewer,  David  Sexton,  thought  he 
had  been  caricatured  in  the  novel 
and  objected,  and  Miss  Craig  was 
compelled  to  rewrite  part  of  the 
book  and  to  change  publishers. 

Miss  Craig's  picture  does  not 
show  the  literary  world  as  I  know 
it.  When  R.H.S.  Crossman  was  Ed¬ 
itor  of  the  New  Statesman  and 
wanted  a  trivial  book  reviewed  for 
his  own  political  purposes,  I  re¬ 
member  his  literary  editor  resisting 
until  Crossman  cried  out  in  exas¬ 
peration:  "The  trouble  with  you 
literary  editors  is  that  you’re  all 
virgins'."  Arthur  Crook,  when  he 
edited  The  Times  Literary  Supple¬ 
ment  in  the  days  of  anonymous 
reviewing,  used  to  make  sure  he 
knew  all  about  the  love  affairs  and 
rivalries  of  his  contributors,  in 
order  to  keep  spite  and  log-rolling 
out  of  his  pages.  "I  went  to 
publishers'  parties  just  to  find  out 
who  hated  each  other,"  he  told  me. 
(Of  course,  it  made  quite  an 
enjoyable  life  for  him.) 

Rather  different  matters  worry 
literary  editors,  such  as  finding 
people  who  can  write  a  genuinely 
good  novel  review.  That  is  not  as 
easy  as  Miss  Craig  makes  it  sound. 
Novel  reviews  generally  have  to  be 
done  in  a  very  restricted  number  of 
words.  You  have  to  ted  the  reader 
some  of  the  plot,  or  your  comments 
hang  in  mid-air.  But  once  you  tell 


the  plot,  you  have  no  space  left  for . 
anything  else.  So  somehow  you 
have  to  weave  your  judgments  into 
your  prtris  of  the  story.  It  is  worse 
than  writing  a  haiku  —  it  is  like 
writing  a  banzai  haiku. 

There  are  also  unexpected  prob¬ 
lems.  I  once  failed  to  persuade 
Hugh  Trevor-Roper  to  review  any 
of  a  large  number  of  history  books, 
because  at  the  time,  he  said,  he 
could  not  "read  anything  except  the 
most  beautiful  prose".  Very  reason¬ 
able.  I  thought:  but  [  had  to  find 
another  good  reviewer. 

Of  course,  there  is  a  lot  of  fierce 
reviewing  in  newspapers,  but  that 
is  not  in  itself  in  any  way  discredit¬ 
able.  David  Sexton  himself  would 
not  deny  that  he  is  a  fierce  reviewer, 
but  his  criticisms  proceed  from  a 
clear  set  of  values:  a  love  of  the 
subtle  and  truthful,  a  hatred  of 
pretension  and  sentimentality.  He 
need  not  even  have  protested,  in  my 
view,  because  his  writing  speaks 
for  itself.  Some  of  the  best  review¬ 
ing  is  found  when  two  whole 
schools  of  taste  come  into  conflict, 
with  figures  such  as  Alexander 
PDpe  or  F.R.  Leavis  hovering  above 
like  Baroque  gods  of  the  battlefield. 

Prospective  authors  should  not 
be  daunted  by  Miss  Craig's 
vision  of  the  world  into  which 
their  books  will  be  launched. 
London  offers  an  incomparably 
wide  range  of  commentary  on  new 
books.  A  notable  book  may  receive 
U  thoughtful  reviews  over  one  long 
weekend,  in  the  five  daily  broad¬ 
sheets,  the  four  Sunday  broad-, 
sheets,  the  Spectator  —  and,  yes, 
the  Evening  Standard,  although 
Andrew  Wilson’s  ecstatic  review  of 
Miss  Craig's  novel  suggests  he  has 
strange  doubts  about  his  own 
books  {ages.  Then  there  is  the 
broad  hinterland  of  the  TLS,  the 
London  Review  of  Books,  the  New 
Statesman,  numerous  other  week¬ 
lies  and  the  middle-market  and 
regional  press.  A  very  substantial 
sieving  of  books  goes  on  in  Britain. 

Slackness  and  preoccupation 
with  their  own  writing,  rather  than 
venality,  is  most  often  the  tempta¬ 
tion  of  literary  editors.  I  recently 
heard  of  one  literary  editor  of  The 
Spectator  who  was  also  a  poet  and 
who  rang  up  a  writer  urgently 
asking  him  to  review  a  book  that  he 
had  already  wrinen  about  in  the 
Spectator  three  weeks  before. 

Early  in  his  career,  nearly  every 
titerary  editor  gives  a  book  out  of 
kindness  to  some  pleading  free¬ 
lance,  only  to  find  he  cannot  print 
the  man’s  review  and  has  made 
him  even  more  miserable  than  he 
was  before.  Then  another  hopeful 
face  looks  round  his  office  door, 
and  he  falls  into  the  trap  again. 


huge  efforts  to  compete  in  the 
"blockbuster"  field.  When  these 
succeeded,  as  with  the  ground¬ 
breaking  Genius  of  Venice  exhibi¬ 
tion  or  the  always-popular  shows  of 
Impressionists,  they  won  critical 
acclaim,  generous  sponsorship  and 
huge  crowds. 

Financed  entirely  by  private 
means,  for  the  RA  receives  no 
public  funds,  these  shows  achieved 
what  the  lavishly  subsidised  British 
galleries  often  could  not:  they 
brought  the  RA  Into  a  “magic 
circle”  of  top  international  galler¬ 
ies.  which  were  willing  to  share  die 
cost  as  well  as  enjoying  the 
prestige,  of  mounting  crowd-pull¬ 
ing  displays.  Rosenthal,  who  is 
married  to  a  senior  figure  at  the 
Prado  Museum  in  Madrid,  was  the 
ideal  man  to  oversee  this  high- 
profile,  high-risk  operation. 


■  But  when  they  failed,  commer¬ 
cially  if  not  artistically,  such  shows 
left  ominous  holes  in  the  RA’s 
finances.  An  exhibition  of  20th- 
century  American  an  ran  to  a 
£600,000  deficit.  Half  a  million 
people  were  expected  for  last  year’s 
gigantic  Africa  exhibition:  only  half 
that  number  turned  up.  Given  that 
this  single  show  cost  Eli!  million  to 
mount,  one  can  quickly  see  how  a 
£3  million  deficit  could  build  up. 

These  big  international  exhibi¬ 
tions  also  depend  on  equally  big 
sponsors,  especially  when  the  host 
organisation  has  no  public  subsidy. 
Bui  in  Britain  corporate  arts  spons¬ 
orship.  on  which  so  many  hopes 
were  pinned  in  the  early  1980s.  has 
declined  alarmingly,  /did  in  Lon¬ 
don  —  with  its  two  opera  houses, 
nine  or  ten  great  museums  and 
four  symphony  orchestras  —  the 


competition  for  big-company 
sponsorship  is  hot 

At  one  rime  the  RA  seemed  to  be 
doing  -well.  But  a  recent  spate  of 
shows  “failing  to  happen",  com- 
.bined  with  the  generally  disap¬ 
pointing  impression  left  by  the 
exhibitions  that  did,  suggests  that  it 
has  now  fallen  behind  In  the  dash 
for  cash-  And  as  Britain*  major 
arts  institutions  tussle  far  the*  £1 
billion  or  so  of  “matching"  private 
funding  that  the  Government  re¬ 
quires  to  make  their  lottery  projects 
viable,  the  pressure  to  find  donors 
becomes  ever  greater.'  . 

So  where  does  the  Academy  go 
from  here?  The  answer  is  surdy 
that  it  must  decide  whai its  function 
is  to  be  in  the  21st  century,  and  then 
cut  its  doth,  or.  possibly  its  staff, 
accordingly.  As  with  many  of 
Britain’s  big  cultural  organ- 


;  big-company  '  isatians,  the  past  two  decades' af  the 
■  RA  have  been  expansionist  in 
seemed  to  be  ;  spirit.  Not  only  have  there  been 
sent  spate  of  ambitious  exhibitions  and  building 
Jppen",  com-  projects  (die  Sadder  Galleries  and 
eraily  disap-  the  plan  for  the  RA  to  take  over.the 
left  by  the  nearby  Museum  of  Mankind),  but 
uggests  that  it  also  -such  unsung  but  laudable 
din  the  dash  programmes  as  the  “Outreach" 
itainS  major  ;  project  to  encourage. good  teaching 
le  far  {he-  £1  of  the  visual  arts  in  schools, 
iong"  private  If  it  is  to  continue  dawn  this  road, 
vernment  re-  the  Academy  must  put  in  place  a 
ntery  projects  management  ihat.is  utterly  profes- 
o  find  donors  sional  from  top  to  toe.  (Again,  the 
parallel  with  the  British  Museum  is 
Academy  go  uncanny.)  That  may  mean  the  end 
wer  is  surely  of  a  governing  body  whose  rules 
ai  its  function  are  still  essentially  those  laid  down 
my.  and  then  by  George  ELL 
iibly  its  staff.  Most  of  the  executives  now  in 
th  many  of  day-to-day  control  of  the  RA  —  led 
ural  organ-  by  the  new  secretary,  Davjtf  Gor¬ 


don  —  would  probably  welcome 
such  a_ change.  But  it  would  not  be 
achieved  without  a  fight  Even  the 
mild  attempts  earlier  this  year  10 
jazz  up  the  Summer  Exhibition, 
and  Mr  Gordon's  project  to  opal 
more  of  the  RA’s  private  rooms  for 
-  catering  and  exhibition  spare,  have 
aroused  ire.  Nevertheless,  it  may 
now  be  a  case  of  change  or  die. 

In  the  meantime,  what  of  thal 
deficit?  At  £3  million,  it  is  serious 
but  hardly  life-threatening.  Most  of 
Britain^  opera  houses,  major  the¬ 
atres  and  orchestras  can  boast 
something  similar  at  present.  The 
RA’s  last  great  cash  cnsis.  in  1962, 
was  .  solved,  perhaps  un¬ 
satisfactorily.  by.  the  sale  of  the 
Leonardo  Cartoon.  If  the  bankers 
really  are  intent  on  calling  in  the 
debts,  the  Academy  has  an  aston¬ 
ishing  range  of  assets  on  which  to 
draw,  from  the  Michelangelo  Ma¬ 
donna  (conservative  estimate:  £40 
million)  downwards.  But  selling 
the  family  silver  will  solve  nothing 
if  the  RA  can’t  decide  what  sort  of  a 
family  it  wants  to  be. 


The  simple  art 


It  was  about 
one  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon 
when  the  PM’s 
long  goodbye 
began . . . 


There'S  some  days  on  the 
Street  that  it  seems  things 
can’t  get  no  belter.  The  sky 
cant  get  no  bluer  and  the 
sun  no  brighter-  You  go  into 
Schmilers  and  you  say.  "Schmiler. 
can  you  remember  a  day  when  the 
powers-that-be  stuffed  their  pri¬ 
vates  so  completely  in  the  salami 
slicer?"  And  Schmiler  says.  “Nope. 
And  they’re  turning  the  handle  like 
a  Riga  organ-grinder."  He  pours 
me  a  Daniels.  "So  how  you  see  it 
unfolding?"  he  asks. 

Now  this  is  no  two-bit  Chicago 
sting.  This  is  a  class  operation. 
Park  Lane,  the  real  McCoy.  For 
reasons  not  immediately  apparent, 
the  Corporation  wants  the 
frighteners  on  John  Major.  Ft  de¬ 
cides  to  get  his  sidekick  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  to  spit  beans  on  him.  The 
Corporation  boss  is  owner  of  a  Net¬ 
ting  HOI  speakeasy,  but  he  has  his 
eye  on  a  Mayfair  place  called  Nico 
at  90.  He  tells  the  boys  always  to  eat 
there,  so  they  (rick  it  as  their  venue. 
This  is  despite  it  being  home  to 
the  most  expensive  schmoozers  in 
town.  How  Nico  has  the  sphericals 
to  charge  a  hundred  bucks  for  a 
plate  of  gnocchi  beats  me.  The  boss 
has  a  moaner  called  Fingers  Bin 
who  forks  out  the  dough  like  the 
stuff  is  ants  in  his  pants. 

This  is  how  it  is.  The  guys  stake 
out  the  joint.  Oakley  will  take  the 
table  by  the  window.  Frank  “Free- 
Lunch"  Dobson  is  with  him  and 
wflj  be  crucial  in  the  drama.  Two 
young  guys,  Sopel  and  Mardetl, 
are  given  their  big  break.  They 
must  get  the  property  into  Nice's, 
onto  a  banquette  line-of-sighl  with 
Dobson,  and  pour  wine  down  him 
til  he  spills  the  story.  This  may  not 
be  easy.  I  can  remember  a  time  on 
the  Street  when  chancellors  would 
no  more  lunch  with  reporters  than 
they  would  risk  a  night  in  a  Reno 
brothel 

f  tell  you.  two  bottles  of  Niro'S 
best  Barolo  and  the  guys  can't  get 
the  property  to  shut  up.  He  says 
Major  is  raning  on  him.  He  may 
resign.  Then  be  blurts  some  crap 
about  loaded  boomerangs  with 
high  explosives  and  a  guy  named 
Mawhinney  with  kids  and  scooters 
on  the  lawn.  These  guys  are 
momma’s  boys  and  don't  like  this 
kind  of  talk. 

Next  day  Sopel  does  the  usual 
thank  you  for  the  Chancellor 
having  honoured  him  with  lunch. 
He  slides  the  blade  into  Major  with 
a  “Friends  of  the  Chancellor  hit 


back  at  the  Prime  Minister  today 
. .  ."There  are  the  usual  denials  and 
a  few  greenhorns  choke  on  their 
toothpicks  at  Sopel  hitting  paydirt 
like  this.  Then  comes  the  sting. 
Dobson  rings  his  mob  and  declares 
it  was  not  "friends  of  the  Chancel¬ 
lor"  at  all.  It  was  the  living, 
breathing  real  thing.  The  denials 
area  fraud.  He  saw  it  all  at  Nico’s 
that  day.  may  God,  Oakley  and 
half  the  damned  British  Broadcast¬ 
ing  Corporation  be  his  witness. 
This  gets  Sopel  off  what  we 
professionals  call  an  ethical  hook.  F 
cannot  tell  a  lie.  he  says.  It  was  me. 
and  Mardell  and  the  aforesaid 
property  in  person.  You  could  hear 
the  explosion  right  across  town. 

The  property  denies  it  again.  He 
swears  hell  always  be  Major’s 
buddy  like  there  was  a  gun  in  his 
neck.  He  and  the  Irish  guy 
Mawhinney  go  down  to  Lenny  the 
Lawyer  and  get  an  affidavit  that 
they  have  been  courting  since  they 
shared  wet  nurses  back  in  ’42. 

What  a  week  for  the  boys.  The 
fad  is  the  whole  sting  has  gone 
smoother  than  a  blonde  an  Sunset 
Strip.  We  reckon  the  property  is 
shortly  for  a  walk  off  London 
Bridge  with  concrete  boots.  This  is 
sad  since  the  guys  admired  his  way 
with  polio  cacdatore.  As  for  Major, 
the  horse  manure  has  hit  the 
punkah.  His  mob  is  in  uproar  and 
wants  blood.  The  boss  is  so  pleased 
he  may  make  Nico  the  Corpora¬ 
tion’s  canteen  manager.  This  is  odd 
since  he’s  that  already. 


I  feel  genuinely  sorry  for  John 
Major.  He  is  vulnerable  to 
every  accident.  Last  April  he 
readied  an  agreement  with 
his  two  most  powerful  ministers  on 
a  form  of  words  about  Europe  that 
would  carry  the  Tories  through  the 


Simon 

lenkin 


next  election.  Hus  was  the  now- 
famous  “wait  and  see  how  talks 
turn  out"  policy.  It  was  confirmed 
by  the  full  Cabinet  and  set  before 
the  party  conference  at  Bourne¬ 
mouth  last  October.  • 

The  conference  agreed.  It  not 
only  agreed,  but  gave  standing 
ovations  to  the  Chancellor  and 
Foreign  Secretary  when  they  re¬ 
pealed  the  line.  “Wait  and  see" 
appeared  to  be  a  policy  on  which 
the  divided  party  could  stand  either 
united  or  at  best  silent.  The 
electorate  did  not  rate  Europe  as  an 
especially  important  issue.  It  was 
time  for  the  smack  of  firm  compro¬ 
mise-  If  anyone  did  not  like  it,  they 
could  leave.  David  Heathcoat- 
Amory  was  the  only  minister  to 
take  up  the  offer. 

Politics  never  stays  still 
One  day’s  certainty  is  tomorrow’s 
pious  hope,  and  the  next  day 
seems  wholly  implausible.  For  the 
parliamentary  Conservative  Party, 
a  “wait  and  see"  policy  on  toe  single 
currency  is  becoming  wholly  im¬ 
plausible.  Even  Tony  Marlow,  the 
eccentric  Member  for  Northamp¬ 
ton,  sounds  ominously  reasonable 
in  asking  how  a  party  can  go  into 
an  election  saying  it  has  no  view  on 
a  inatter  that  has  been  debated  ad 
nauseam.  The  promise  of  a  later 
referendum  is  not  enough. 

By  last  month,  a  growing  num¬ 
ber  of  Mr  Major’s  colleagues  felt 
that  “wait  and  see"  was  unlikely  to 


last  until  April  The  pressure  was 
great.  Should  it  be  revived  or  killed 
off?  This  was  the  question  that  Mr 
Major  asked  his  friends  and  others 
two  weeks  ago.  His  aides  let  it  be 
known  that  he  might  change  “wait 
and  see"  to  “not  in.  the  coming 
Parliament”,  or  even  to. personal 
opposition.  There  was  a  flurry  of  ■ 
covert  briefing.  Downing  Street 
cannot  deny  this.  I  heard  it  with  my 
own  ears  and  from  many  sources. 
The  story  broke  in  Monday's  Daily 
Telegraph. 

I  was  amazed.  Surely  this  way- 
wobble  just  when  steadiness  was 
most  needed.  .  It  would  also  under¬ 
mine  toe  April  agreement.  Th? 
gauntlet  thrown  down  to  Mr  -Ma¬ 
jor's  two  heavyweight  colleagues 
was  blatant.  MrJHeseltme  and  Mr  • 
Clarke  had  often  been  bloodied  in . 
battle  under  Mr  Major,  but  they 
carried  their  lances  to  the  aid. 
They  were  masters  of  toe  “friend”. .. 
the  intermediary,  toe  call  to  toe  ’ 
editor,  the  after-hours  drink,  the . 
precision  lunch.  To  both  of  them 
toe  April  deal  was  sacrosanct-  It 
sealed  their  backing  for  Mr  Major 
during  last  year’s  leadership  crisis. 
Certainly  he  was  under  pressure 
from  the  ranks  to  end  “wait  and 
see".  He  should  resist  such 
pressure. 

Had  the  briefing  remained  co¬ 
vert  I  suppose  the  operation  could 
have  been  quietly  concluded.  Mr 
Major  privately  mooted  a  change. 
Mr  Clarke  and  Mr  Hesdtine  said 
no.  Mr  Major  admitted  defeat  in 
the  Commons  on  Tuesday.  A 
serious  question  would  have  been 
asked  and  answered  within  the 
confines  of  the  dub.  The  privacy  of 
British  political  reporting  would 
have  performed  its  proxy  for  open 
democracy.  Behind  an  anas  of 
.mendacity,  a  debate  would  have 
been  held  and  resolved. 


The  arras  was  tom  aside  chez 
Nico.  Revealed  was  a  senior  minis¬ 
ter threatening  his  boss  and  abus¬ 
ing  his  party  chairman  to  two 
reporters,  in  the  sight  if  not  the 
hearing  of  witnesses.  He  thought 
he  was  protected  by  “lobby  rules" 
.which  have  become  a  licence  to 
jibadmoath.  colleagues  without  fear 
"bf  attribution  and  thus  retribution. 
Revealed  too  were  reporters  giving 
toe  public  what  they  knew  to  be  .a 
distorted  story  and  only  coming 
-  dean  when  their  coyer  was  blown. 
As  for  the  source  of  the  Daily 
Telegraph's  revelation  of  Mr  Ma¬ 
jor's  wobble,  -it  remains  wholly 
obscure.  Readers  and  listeners 
should  assume  that  the  phrase 
“friends  of"  is  lobbyspeak  for  toe 
person  himself. 

Mr  Major  may  have  become  a 
political  Houdini  of  Wilsonian 
longevity,  but  as  I  write  this  I 
cannot  see  his  way  out  of  tin's 
predicament  His  Commons  ma¬ 
jority  has  now  effectively  gone.  He 
surely  cannot  keep  his  two  senior 
colleagues  with  hum  and  meet  the 
antagonism  to  the:  “wait  and  see" 
policy,  that  is  welling  up  in  toe 
.Conservative  Party.  Perhaps 
Christmas  will  come  to  his  aid. 
Perhaps  a  war  or  a  sex  scandal  or  a 
royal  marriage  will  miraculously 
appear  between  him  and  fate’s 
cascading  avalanche. 

Ar  least  for  the  time  being,  he 
might  adhere  to  a  humble  prindple 
of  his  predecessors.  All  communi¬ 
cation  between  the  Cabinet  and  toe 
media  should  be  left  to  qualified 
government  press  officers.  They 
may  have  their  limitations.  They 
may  not  feed  public  frenzy  on  radio 
as  Cabinet  ministers  seem  to  do. 
But  they  could  not  land  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  a  worse  mess  than  ministe¬ 
rial  do-it-yourself.  Nor  do  they  eat 
at  Nico^s. 


jLAm~' 


Show  of  unity  at  theToiy  conference  in  October:  but  the  Downing  Street  neighbours  have  fallen  out  after  one  briefing  too  many 
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By  a  whisker 


ALARMING  NEWS  has  come  in 
from  the  island  of  Symi,  the 
Dodecanese  jewel  renowned  for  its 
Greek  sponges,  where  Tony  Banks, 
Labour^  forthright  Member  for 
Newham  North  West  enjoys  his 
summer  holidays. 

Banks,  animal  lover  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Cats  Protection 


Ranks:  the  animal's  friend 


League,  has  been  sponsoring  an 
elderly  tom  on  the  island.  He  gives 
money  to  one  of  the  locals  ro  feed 
and  care  for  him.  and  has  spent  a 
couple  of  hundred  pounds  on  the 
beast  over  the  years. 

But  on  toe  island,  they  say  the 
old  tom  has  been  killed  by  local 
authorities  in  a  recent  cull  of  cats. 
In  toe  past,  the  officials  have 
conducted  neutering  programmes 
to  curb  toe  cat  population,  but 
Banks  was  unaware  of  his  cat’s  fate 
and  he  is  investigating. 

“He  was  always  a  rather  pleas¬ 
ant  old  tom."  said  Banks  yesterday, 
"well  endowed  with  a  snub  nose— 
just  like  an  MP I  could  name.  The 
Greek  authorities  have  become, 
more  aware  of  the  sensitivity  of  our 
attitudes  to  cats,  so  l  hope  the 
reports  are  untrue.” 

Banks  does  concede;  however, 
that  the  local  chap  he’s  been  pay¬ 
ing  to  look  after  moggie  might  not 
be  spending  all  the  cash  in  the 
desired  manner  “I  have  noticed 
that,  ever  since  I  started  giving 
him  toe  money,  his  ouzos  have 
been  larger.” 

•  Earlier  this  year.  Euro-sceptic 
Tories  formed  a  new  pressure 
group  which  they  named  Cafe 


Society,  an  acronym  for  Conserva¬ 
tives  Against  a  Federal  Europe.  In 
response,  the  rebels  may  soon  face 
opposition  from  a  body  of  Conser¬ 
vative  Europhiles,  considering  es¬ 
tablishing  Pro-European  Union 
Brits,  or  Pub. 

Team  player 

FORGET  the  rows  over  the  single 
currency.  Kenneth  Clarke,  the 
Chancellor  at  toe  hub  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  most  recent  fiasco,  has 
more  important  things  to  worry 
about.  Nottingham  Forest,  his  local 
football  dub.  is  languishing  at 
the  bottom  of  the  Premiership. 
There  is  quite  enough  talent  for 
them  to  be  much  higher  up  the  ta¬ 
ble,"  he  ventures  in  toe  Notting¬ 
ham  Evening  Post. 

Clarke  admits  to  being  “very 
worried"  by  Forest’s  performance. 


and  says  thai  pressure  of  work  has 
forced  him  to  miss  most  recent 
matches.  The  few  he  has  seen  this 
season  have  been  even  worse  than 
the  Government’s  performance. 

“1  went  to  West  Ham  by  getting 
myself  paired  with  an  Opposition 
MP.  They  were  slaughtered,"  he 
said.  He  believes  that  the  manager 
Frank  Clark  can  lift  the  side,  but 
he  remains  the  thrifty  Chancel  for 
down  to  his  Hush  Puppy  laces,  and 
rules  out  spending  on  transfer  fees: 
“I  donT  think  you  should  assume 
thal  an  injection  of  money  solves 
everyone's  problems." 

•  Rehearsals  are  all  the  sadder 
among  the  blue-rinses  of  the  Bach ' 
Choir  after  the  announcement 
that  the  Duchess  of  Kent  is  suffer¬ 
ing  from  ME.  She  is  a  veteran  of 
the  choir,  taking  part  in  almost  all 
their  concerts  Sir  David  Will- 
cocks.  the  76-yearotd  musical  di¬ 
rector,  suggests  that  rhe  Duchess 
should  continue  the  warbling:  "Pm 
not  a  medical  man,  but  music  can 
be  greatly  uplifting  to  the  soul.” 


No  entree 

ANGRY  voices  upset  the  whisper¬ 
ing  calm  of  Wilton’s  restaurant  in 
Jermyn  Street  earlier  this  week  as 
Lord  Gowrie  found  himself  denied 
his  usual  table.  He  had  come  in 
with  two  young  women  on  his  arm. 


only  to  be  told  that  there  had 
been  a  confusion  over  his  booking. 

Not  used  to  such  treatment. 
Gowrie  began  to  make  a  scene  at 
the  bar.  Eventually,  toe  furious 
peer  left  without  his  lunch. 

•  Pladdo  Domingo’s  Covent  Gar¬ 
den  debut  in.  a  Wagner  opera  last 
night  was  not  without  its  problems 
for  the  Royal  Opera.  As  Siegmund 
in  Die  WalkOre,  he  needed  a  co- 
star  after  Anne  Evans  pulled  out 
on  doctors  orders  from  playing 
Sieglinde.  Experienced  Wagnerian 
Nadine  Seainde  was  approached 


and  signed  up,  according  to  some 
sources.  Coven  r  Garden  denies 
that  she  was  ruled  out  By  Pladdo. 
claiming  that  she  was  too  busy. 
Whatever  the  case,  the  American 
Karen  Huffstodt  stepped  in  ably. 


All  out 


MORE  TROUBLE  for  England’s 
beleaguered  cricket  side  in  Mash- 
onaland.  John  Emburey,  the  assis¬ 
tant  coach,  has  withdrawn  his 
hyperbolic  assertion  on  Radio  4 
yesterday  that  The  Times  -reporter 
Simon  wflde  was  an  hour  late  and 
missed  the  highlights  of  England's 
pathetic  performance — which  was 
taken  as  a  suggestion  that  Wilde’s 
critical  report  was  unreliable. 

"It  was  an  exaggeration  and  an 
off-the-cuff  remark.  I’ve  since  spo¬ 
ken  with  toe  reporter  concerned 
about  it.  I  understand  that  he  was 
in  fact  five  minutes  late."  Wilde  was 
tardy  because  the  lifts  in  his  hotel 
were  not  working,  and  he  was  less 
than  impressed  with  Embureys 
bouncer,  which  caused  him  domes¬ 
tic  strife — the  first  person  to  phone 
him  washis  wife.  “Where  have  you 
been?"  she  demanded. 


“T  wish  to  report  my 
neighbours  for  making 
a  nuisancer. 


QED 


Lange  West  End  debut 

award-winning  American  actress 
who  makes  her  debut  on  the  West 
End  stage  later  this  month  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  Haymarket.  in  A 
Streetcar  Named  Desire. 

Since  the  press  night  is  on  De¬ 
cember  30,  she  thought  she  would 
spend  Christmas  in  London  with 
her  two  children  and  their  father, 
toe  writer  and  actor  Sam  Shepard. 
Shepard,  however,  refuses  to  fly. 
“So  he’s  coming  over  slowly  or l 
toe  QE2,"  says  a  friend.  “Hell  get 
to  Southampton  just  in  time  for 
Christmas.” 
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CHRISTMAS  has  been  .  looking 
difficult  for  Jessica  Lange,  the 
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DOWN  AMONG  THE  TORIES 

Anger,  gloom  and  barely  a  glimmer  of  seasonal  cheer 


In  these  last  days  before  election  year  the 
Tory  party  presents  a  cracked  and  crum¬ 
bs  race  to  the  nation.  Yesterday  Sir  John 
Gorst  marked  a  further  step  on  the  march 
towards  minority  government  at  West¬ 
minster.  But  Sir  John  is  merely  one  among 
many,  one  day’s  representative  of  'the 
disappointed,  the  frustrated,  the  distrustful 
and  the  self-seeking,  who  fill  the  Conser¬ 
vatives’  ranks.  Tomorrow's  spotlight  will 
rasity  find  a  different  MP,  one  driven  mad 
by  Downing  Street  doubts  on  Europe, 
anxious  for  old  battles  on  VAT  or  simSy 
keoi  to  see  his  or  her  name  in  a- headline* 
TTie  raid  season  of  discontent  has  come 
early.  This  is  not  predominantly  an  outside- 
threat,  like  foe  one  that  James  ranagh^n 
faced  from  foe  unions.  This  discontent  is 
deepest  on  Mr  Major's  own  botches,  round 
his  own  Cabinet  table,  among  his  own 
activists.  The  governing  party  has  become  a 
collapsing  party. 

It  need  not  have  been  thus.  Mr  Major 
enraged  his  MPs  by  refusing  to  allow  them  a 
debate  on  a  single  currency;  he  was  then 
rescued  by  his  Chancellor,  who  found  in 
Budget  week  that  he  was  doubly  invaluable 
to  his  leader.  Mystery  st2J  surrounds  the 
next  stumbling  step.  If  foe  Prime  Minister  or 
Ids  aides  deliberately  planted  the  story  in 
Monday^  Daily  Telegraph  that  he  wanted 
to  rule  out  joining  a  single  currency  during 
foe  next  Parliament,  this  was  "kite-flying"  of 
unparalleled  folly.  One  gust  of  wind  tore  the 
string  from  his  hands.  If  the  Tetegraph  story 
occurred  through  the  confusion  or  credulity 
of  journalists,  Mr  Major  should  have 
tackled  Kenneth  Clarke  before  Kenneth 
Clarke  tackled  him. 

The  Prime  Minister  could  have  regained 
control  He  could  have  reiterated  foe  "wait 
and  see"  policy  for  now,  while  refusing  to 
answer  hypothetical  questions  about  the 
future.  Instead  he  allowed  a  result  which 
simultaneously  both  drew  attention  to  his 
weakness  and  infuriated  the  majority  of  his 
MPs  and  party  workers.  Mr  Major  is  left 
once  more  in  search  of  new  escape  routes. 

The  convergence  criteria  for  EMU  still 
constitute  a  possible  exit  Kenneth  Clarke 


has  said  twice  recently  that  he  would  not 
want  to  join  a  single  currency  whose  other 
members  had  fudged  their  economic  fig¬ 
ures.  Since  fudge  is  all  that  we  can  expect 
hum  the  Euro-negotiatare,  Chancellor 
.  Clarke  might  reasonably  to  be  persuaded, 
between  now  and  polling  day,  that  Britain 
should  stay  out  for  now  on  economic 
grounds: 

If  no  change  can  be  achieved,  Mr  Major 
win  go  into  an  election  —  which  may  now  be 
sooner  than  he  wants  —  with  an  equivocal 
policy  at  the  top  and  anarchy  below.  MPS 
are  vigorously  planning  freelance  political 
careers,  making  up  their  own  mini-manifes¬ 
tos  so  that  their  election  addresses  include  a 
commitment  to  vote  against  Britain  joining 
EMU.  There  is  even  the  prospect  erf  some 
ministers  talcing  such  a  step.  The  election 
would  then  risk  looking  like  the  “soldier's 
battle”  at  Inkerman,  when  the  fog  was  so 
dense,  the  command  so  calamitous  and  the 
cry  of  each  infantryman  was  of  every  man 
for  hfm.gpitf 

.  And  that  would  now  be  a  "good"  outcome 
for  Mr  Major.  Under  a  “bad”  outcome. 
Cabinet  right-wingers,  -  furious  that  Mr 
Clarke  and  Michael  Heseftine  have  been 
able  to  blackmail  the  Prime  Minister,  will 
ask  why  this  small  minority  should  have  a 
free  run.  These  sceptics  may  even  threaten  to 
resign  themselves  if  they  are  not  allowed  a 
vote  in  Cabinet  on  whether, to  rule  out 
joining  foe  single  currency.  The  fatal  split,  so 
often  predicted  for  after  the  election,  could 
yet  happen  before. 

Luckily  for  Mr  Major.  Christmas  is 
coming  and  there  are  no  important  votes  in 
the  Commons  until  foe  New  Year.  By 
January,  though,  the  Ulster  Unionist  leaders 
will  be  looking  more  carefully  at  their 
calendars.  They  may  continue  to  support  the 
Government  in  the  hope  that  a  Tory 
recovery  could  deliver  them  their  yearned- 
for  hung  Parliament.  On  this  week's  record, 
however,  they  may  believe  that  a  Labour 
majority  is  a  certainty.  If  so,  they  could  now 
win  credit  for  delivering  the  general  election 
that  Labour  wants  to  fight  while  its 
opponents  are  down. 


WHEN  IN  ROME 

Carey’s  visit  may  have  been  more  valuable  than  it  appeared 


At  first  glance  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
made  very  little  progress  in  bis  first  official 
visrt  to  foe  Vatican  this  week.  AlthcnighPcrpe 
John  Paul  II  received  his  .guest  with 
appropriate  courtesy  and  all  due  pomp,  he 
adopted  a  somewhat  uncompromising  tone. 
He  stressed  his  unique  role  and  special 
obligation  as  "the  successor  of  St  Peter”  to - 
pronounce  on  all  doctrinal  questions.  While 
His  Holiness  acknowledged  a  “new  spirit  of 
co-operation”  between  members  of  the  two 
faiths,  he  also  took  the  chance  offered  by 
their  “common  declaration”  to  denounce  foe 
ordination  of  women  priests  as  the  chief 
obstacle  to  farther  ecumenjcaJism. 

This  trip,  however,  had  wider  objectives 
than  surviving  formal  meetings  with  foe 
Pope.  When  he  arrived  in  Rome  four  years 
ago  on  a  private  tour.  Dr  Carey,  then  fresh 
in  office  and  barely  familiar  with  his  own 
post,  arrived  with  a  small  entourage  and 
very  limited  ambitions.  His  impact  was 
tarnished  in  advance  by  his  own  rather, 
undiplomatic  remarks  about  the  papal 
position  on  birth  controL 

By  contrast,  on  this  occasion  he  has  been 
surrounded  by  what  may  be  the  most  hi  giv 
calibre  delegation  ever  led  abroad  by  an 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  That  team  has 
engaged  in  intensive  discussions  with  the 
wider  hierarchy  of  foe  Vatican.  Delibera¬ 
tions  between  the  two  Churches  have  rarefy 
been  more  intensive.  Although  conducted, 
away  from  the  public  glare,  such  ties  will 
come  into  their  own  if  a  future  Pope  wanted 
to  initiate  a  more  accommodating  relation¬ 
ship  with  Anglicans.  That  pontiff  might  well 
be  Carlo  Maria  Martini,  Archbishop  of 
Milan,  with  whom  Dr  Carey  held  convivial 


-  talks  yesterday.  Their  dialogue  reflects  the 
:  Church  of  England’s  objective  of  broadening 

contacts  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
rather  than  concentrating  exclusively  on  the 
personal  chemistry  between  foe  respective 
spiritual  leaders.  Any  rewards  for  these 
efforts  will  not  come  for  some  time. 

There  are  also  dear  limits  to  the  progress 
that  can  be  made  towards  unity  between  the 
Anglican  and  Roman  Catholic  traditions. 
The  differences  between  foe  two  in  both 

-  theological  terms  and  in  church  governance 
are  substantial  The  ordination  of  women 

'  may  reinforce  those  distinctions  but  it  did 
not  create  them.  Even  in  the  implausible 
-circumstance  that  foe  Church  of  England 
reversed  its  stand  on  the  female  priesthood, 
.  ramification  with  Rome  would  not  follow. 
That  reality  was  acknowledged  by  the  Ang¬ 
lican  Church  when- it  embraced  foe  Porvoo 
Agreement  with  Lutherans  last  month. 

None  of  this  suggests  that  foe  Arch¬ 
bishop’S  efforts  are  futile  Ecumenicalism  is 
about  moving  Christians  closer  together  and 
enhancing  mutual  understanding,  not  nec¬ 
essarily  preparing  for  merger.  The  separate 
and  distinctive  features  of  Anglicanism  and 
Roman  Catholicism,  if  recognised  and 
respected,  can  be  a  force  that  strengthens 
God’s  word.  The  "common  declaration” 
issued  by  Archbishop  Carey  and  the  Pope 
encourages  their  followers  that  “whenever 
they  are  able  to  give  muted  witness  to  the 
Gospel  they  must  do  so,  for  our  divisions 
obscure  foe  Gospel  message  of  reconcili¬ 
ation  and  hope.”  Jesus  sought  one  universal 
Church  but  not  necessarily  a  uniform 
institution.  The  prospect  for  that  co-opera¬ 
tion  has  been  quietly  enhanced  by  Dr  Carey. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

1  Pennington  Street,  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0173-782  5000 


THE  MASHONALAND  QUESTION 

Four  Whitehall  ways  to  look  at  a  seven-wicket  defeat 


L  lAther.  /  Classrfied/7jaL96). 
asked.  Prime  Minister,  for  a  full 
it  report  on  the  Mashonaland 
namely  the  England  cricket 
;ent  seven-wkket  defeat  at  the 
iat  distant  region’s  eleven.  Please 
,ed  a  list  of  our  observations, 
for  The  Times  Atlas.  Mashona- 
ie  northern  half  of  Zimbabwe, 
foodesia,  Ordered  on  foe  by 
mesMpeatring  land  of  Moram- 
S  watered  by  the  nvm-Unimjm 
di  and  is  109.252  square  kilo- 
sik  (Footnote:  althOTgh  mstru£ 
graphy.  *is  approadi  sheds i  little 
Sand’s  mortifying  debade.) 
on  whal  is  vulgarly  called  -die 
-  The  Mashonalsnd  cocker  team 
in  Zimbabwe  (which  has  a  two- 
nal  cricket  championship)- A  l<*s 
arguably,  not  quite  foe  disaster 
oHhfi more  overheated  cricket 

SKJWS’JE; 
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Sro  fermers.  mate-sure  that 

next  visit  is  smack  in  the  middle 
We  would- 


then  face  a  substitute  team  composed 
mainly  of  cfaicteq  fanners  and  maize- 
growers,  which,  we  are  informed  by  our 
High  Commission  in  Harare  (formerly 
Salisbury),  would  be  a  much  less  daunting 
task  for  our  men  in  white  flannels.  (Talking 
point  Zimbabwe^  tobacco  is  rather  good 
because  its  seedlings  are  thinly  mulched  and 
germinated  outdoors  in  cold  frames.) 

4.  Send  a  prime  ministerial  rocket  to  Mr 
Atherton  (for^ttingffn-foemoinentfoatyoii 
sympathise  with  bis  .  beleaguered  position, 
and. that  you  share  with  him  a  talent  for 
weaving  tapestries  of  crisis  from  foe  barest 
threads). ^England  are  still  a  bit  rusty,”  said 
Mr  Atherton  after  the  defeat  We  think  that 
he  should  be  fold  that  this  is  poppycock. 
Whereas  that  may  once  have  served  as  a 
genuine  excuse  for  our  sepia-tinted  teams  of 
old,  which  sauntered  for  months  in  steam¬ 
ships-  to  tours  .in  distant  parts,  modem 
cricketers  must  not  be  allowed  to  invoke 
such  arguments.  Have  they  not  heard  of 
"pre-season  training*?  Even  our  political 
parties  engage  in  ' foat  with  their  “pre- 
season"  conferences  in  seaside  places. 

Mr  Atherton  has  a  poor  back.  We  suggest, 

also,  that  he  has  a  poor  attitude.  You  must 
tell  him  so,  with  foe  full  face  of  your  prune 
ministerial  bat  This  is  much  more  im¬ 
portant  than  EMU,  so  please  do  not  mince 
words  as  you  usually  do.  (End  memo). 


Homosexuality  as 
a  political  issue 

.  From  Sir  Ian  McKellen 

Sir,  In  his  latest  outburst  against 
homosexuals.  Dr  Adrian  Rogers,  pro¬ 
spective  parliamentary  candidate  in 
Exeter  (letter,  December  4).  has  three 
odd  ideas.  He  implies  that  we  gays  are 
unfitted  to  be  Members  of  Parliament. 
He  “regrets  deeply"  open  discussion 
about  sexuality  amongst  the  young 
(what  he  terms  “foe  campaign  to  de¬ 
ceive  a  generation  of  young  people 
that  homosexuality  is  normal  And 
he  would  certainly  suppress  any 
“display”  of  homosexuality. 

What  has  he  to  complain  of?  Only 
two  Members  of  the  Commons  say 
thatthey  are  gay.  Section  28  of  the  1988 
local  Government  Act  discourages 
state  school  teachers  from  educating 
their  pupils  in  this  matter.  Declaring 
(and  thereby  “displaying*}  one's  ho¬ 
mosexuality  can  be  legal  grounds  for 
dismissal  from  employment  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Dr  Rogers  is  not  the  first  Christian 
to  confuse  a  personal  concept  of  sin 
with  public  criminal  law.  Yet,  with 
harsh  laws  on  Ids  side,  as  well  as  foe 
ancient  bias  of  his  religion,  why  does 
he  feel  he  is  the  one  person  who  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  speak  publicly  for  “a  silent 
and  cowed  majority*? 

With  such  a  whiff  of  paranoia  in  the 
election  air,  perhaps  it  is  not,  after  all. 
Dr  Roger’s  gay  rival  at  the  polls  who 
is  unfitted  to  be  Member  of  Par¬ 
liament  for  Exeter. 

Yours  ever, 

IAN  McKELLEN, 
do  ICM.  Oxford  House. 

76  Oxford  Street,  WI. 

December  4. 

From  Mr  Michael  Grandage 

Sir.  Dr  Adrian  Rogers  writes  that  he 
would  suppress  any  "display”  of  ho¬ 
mosexuality. 

A  doctor  who  is  also  a  Christian 
might  be  expected  to  understand  that 
a  lifetime  of  lying  about  one’s  sexual¬ 
ity  is  bad  for  the  health  and  for  foe 
spirit 

A  prospective  parliamentary  candi¬ 
date  might  also  realise  that  it  is  bad 
for  foe  nation's  life,  in  that  honesty  be¬ 
comes  a  victim  of  discrimination  and 
prejudice.  , 

Yours  faithfully. 

MICHAEL  GRANDAGE, 

3'Brewster  Road,  E10. 

December  4. 

From  the  Executive  Director 
of  Stonewall 

Sir,  Dr  Rogers  is  entitled  to  his  views, 
however  distasteful  or  indeed  peculi¬ 
ar.  But  he  goes  too  far  when  he  claims 
that  he  is  “far  more  tolerant  of  other 
persons"  views  than  foe  homosexual 
lobby  is"  of  people  like  himself. 

No  one  is  calling  for  Dr  Rogere  to  be 
criminalised  [or  airing  his  views.  But 
he  himself  said,  only  last  month  in  an 
interview  on  Radio  5,  foat  if  he  had  his 
way  “there  would  be  no  gay  dubs,  no 
book  shops,  no  contact  organisations. 
They  would  be  proscribed  by  law.” 

Yours  sincerely. 

ANGELA  MASON. 

Executive  Director,  Stonewall, 

16  Clerkenwell  Close,  EC1. 

December  4. 

From  the  Presidenf  of  the 
Exeter  Conservative  Association 

Sir,  Dr  Rogers  was  adopted  as  our 
prospective  parliamentary  candidate 
by  a  democratic  meeting,  open  to  all 
Exeter  Conservative  Association 
members.  He  was  selected  in  the  foil 
knowledge  of  all  his  opinions  and  pre¬ 
vious  political  activities,  including 
those  on  homosexuality. 

As  of  this  date  neither  I  nor  the  as¬ 
sociation  office  has  received  any  call, 
from  either  the  public  or  our  mem¬ 
bers,.  for  the  deselection  of  our  pro¬ 
spective  candidate.  He  will  not  be  de¬ 
selected.  and  has  the  full  backing  of 
the  Exeter  Conservative  Association. 

Dr  Rogers  is  a  convenient  bogey¬ 
man  for  the  homosexual  lobby  to  hate. 

Yours  sincerely, 

PERCY  EVERSON. 

President, 

Exeter  Conservative  Association. 

47a  Magdalen  Road,  Exeter,  Devon. 
December  6. 

From  Mr  Stephen  Twigg 

Sir.  Surely,  we  have  progressed  be¬ 
yond  the  point  where  serious  political 
opinion  can  suggest  that  h  is  unac¬ 
ceptable  for  someone  to  be  an  MP 
simply  because  they  are  openly  gay. 

There  are  increasing  numbers  of  us 
— Inal)  parties  —  standing  for  Parlia¬ 
ment  and  open  about  the  fact  foat  we 
are  lesbian  or  gay.  This  is  not  in  order 
to  create  an  issue  but  because  we  want 
to  be  open  and  honest  with  the 
electorate. 

Yours  faithfully,- 
STEPHEN  TWTGG 
(Labour  prospective  parliamentary 
candidate  for  Enfield  Southgate), 
do  Fabian  Society, 

II  Dartmouth  Street,  SW1, 

December  4. 

From  MrRikki  Cleeve 

Sir,  It  was  most  thoughtful  of  Dr 
.  Rogers  and  Mr  Mike  Carter  to  write 
ahd  confirm  Matthew  Parris’s  artide 
of  December  2. 

I  was  initially  not  totally  convinced 
by  it.  but  now  I  see  bow  right  Mr 
Efcrrisis.. 

Yours  faithfully, 

RICK  CLEEVE, 

.  15  Eton  Hall, 

Eton  College  Road.  NW1 
December  4. 


Advent  hymns,  ancient  v  modem 


From  the  Reverend 
Michael  Crowther-Green 

Sir,  I  thank  Roger  Scruton  for  his 
artide;  “Silent  night  of  our  hymns" 
{November  30)  and  agree  with  him 
foat 

The  musical  culture . . .  which  has  been  the 
greatest  source  at  joy  to  me  and  my  contem¬ 
poraries  is  now  dormant,  surfacing  for  a 
week  or  so  each  Christmas,  but  too  feeble  to 
stay  awake  beyond  Boxing  Day. 

I  am  glad  he  included  Advent 
hymns  and  carols,  for  they  too  are  a 
source  of  great  inspiration.  Many  are 
translations  from  Greek  or  Latin  and 
are  memorable  for  foe  succinct  way  in 
which  they  introduce  themes  of  hope, 
joy  and  justice  —  and  of  judgment  (not 
a  popular  theme  nowadays).  Advent 
has  been  lost  in  the  commercialisation 
of  this  season  and  foe  loss  of  its  mes¬ 
sage  distorts  whai  follows. 

The  great  festivals  of  the  Christian 
year  point  to  God  and  his  initiative: 
there  is  a  hunger  and  thirst  to  hear 
again  that  Good  News.  I  regret  that 
too  many  modern  songs  are  so 
human-centred  as  to  suggest  that  we 
are  losing  some  of  our  cosmic  vision. 
Without  vision,  the  people  perish. 
Yours  faithfullv, 

MICHAEL  CROWTHER-GREEN. 

3  Egerton  Road, 

Reading,  Berkshire. 

December  2, 

From  the  Reverend  Alan  Maine 

Sir.  The  new  hymns  in  Mission 
Praise,  so  despised  by  Roger  Scruton, 
are  frequently  used  in  tandem  with 
foe  Methodist  ChurchS  own  hymn 
bock.  They  fulfil  a  genuine  need 
amongst  many  Methodist  worship- 
pens  to  address  foe  Almighty  in  a  style 
which  they  find  natural  to  them. 


The  current  fall  edition  of  the  book 
indudes  all  the  dassic  hymns  which 
Scruton  cites,  with  the  exception  of 
Blake’s  Jerusalem  (personally.  I  can 
well  do  without  it:  as  has  been  rightly 
said,  its  first  verse  is  nothing  but  a  ser¬ 
ies  of  questions  all  expecting  foe  ans¬ 
wer  “No").  Mission  Praise  retains 
Parry's  tune,  but  sets  it  to  some  mod¬ 
ern  words;  it  also  outdoes  foe  1950  edi¬ 
tion  of  Hymns  Ancient  and  Modem 
in  foat  it  includes  foe  Vaughan  Willi¬ 
ams  tune  to  Come  down,  O  Love 
divine. 

In  Matthew  jriii,  52,  Jesus  suggests 
foat  the  scribe  properly  trained  for  foe 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  one  “who  brings 
out  of  his  treasure  what  is  new  and 
what  is  old".  In  hymnody  and  in  litur¬ 
gy  we  need  to  hallow  the  traditional, 
which  still  enshrines  our  faith,  but  to 
leave  room  also  for  the  new. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ALAN  HA1NE, 

The  Manse.  Middlefield  Road, 
Hoddesdon.  Hertfordshire. 

December  1. 

From  Mr  G.  C.  Steele 

Sir.  This  Christmas,  according  to  Mis¬ 
sion  Praise,  we  can  sing  “O  come  all 
you  faithful",  an  emasculated  version 
of  Once  in  royal  David's  city  (no  more 
"ail  in  white  shall  wait  around’O  and, 
worst  of  all.  the  seraph  in  verse  4  of 
While  shepherds  watched  is  replaced 
by  a  mere  angel. 

Milton,  thou  shouldst  be  living  at 
this  hour! 

Yours  faithfully. 

G.  C  STEELE. 

33  Bounds  Oak  Way,  Soufoborough, 
Tunbridge  Wells.  Kent. 

December  1. 


Lottery  policy 

From  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  National  Heritage 

Sir,  Your  leading  artide  on  foe 
National  Lottery,  “Cunningham's 
number"  (December  3).  was  mislead¬ 
ing  in  two  key  aspects. 

You  assert  that  our  intention  is  that 
when  the  Millennium  Fund  ends,  its 
money  will  be  redistributed  among 
the  other  four  good  causes.  That  is  not 
so.  The  Government  has  already  an¬ 
nounced  innovative  plans  for  the  use 
of  foe  millennium  good  cause  money 
in  the  next  century. 

Michael  Heselrine  told  the  Conser¬ 
vative  Party  conference  on  October  10 
that  we  will  create  a  new  information 
and  communication  technology  fund, 
designed  to  enrich  our  lives  with 
“information  of  every  sort  to  every¬ 
body"  —  probably  the  most  exciting  IT 
initiative  this  country  has  ever  seen. 

You  charge  that  foe  lotteiy  is  a 
regressive  tax.  On  the  contrary,  evi¬ 


dence  shows  that  those  in  socio¬ 
economic  groups  Cl  and  C2  play  the 
most  with  the  unemployed  playing 
the  least  And  as  for  "the  poor  paying 
for  foe  playthings  of  the  rich",  foe 
facts  show  that  small  local  projects  up 
and  down  foe  country  have  been  foe 
main  beneficiaries  of  the  lottery,  with 
over  50  per  cent  (5.628)  of  awards  for 
projects  of  less  than  £50.000.  Less 
than  3  per  cent  of  awards  are  for 
projects  of  over  £1  million. 

The  policy  of  the  Labour  Party  to¬ 
wards  the  lotteiy  is  based  more  on 
ideological  spite  than  reasoned  or  co¬ 
herent  argument  It  would  make  a  re¬ 
freshing  change  if  the  Opposition  for 
once  accepted  this  success  story  rather 
than  proposing  to  threaten  these  ach¬ 
ievements.  Unlike  Labour,  we  will  not 
raid  the  nation's  lottery  to  fund  front¬ 
line  public  spending  programmes. 

Yours  faithfully, 

VIRGINIA  BOTTOM  LEY.  * 

House  of  Commons. 

December  4. 


Brunei  auction 

From  Mr  Michael  M.  Chrimes 

Sir.  The  success  of  the  sale  of 
Bnmeliana  at  Christie's  (report 
November  30)  has  serious  implica¬ 
tions  for  our  national  heritage. 

The  surviving  documentary  record 
of  the  Brunels’  activities  is  virtually 
oomplete  (whilst  that  of  Isambard 
Kingdom’s  chief  rivals,  Robert  Steph¬ 
enson  and  Joseph  Locke,  is  frag¬ 
mentary),  and  the  decision  by  a  des¬ 
cendant  to  sell  a  share  of  the  family 
heritage  could  have  offered  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  bring  almost  ail  these  papers 
together  again,  for  the  first  time  in 
perhaps  a  century. 

Instead,  the  auction  sale  has  pre¬ 
cluded  the  acquisition  of  an  important 
part  of  our  national  heritage  by  a 
single  publicly  accessible  archive  —  in 


this  case,  Bristol  University.  The  uni¬ 
versity  indeed  acquired  much  of  the 
materia],  as  did  foe  Institution  of  Civil 
Engineers,  but  our  national  heritage 
has  been  appreciably  weakened  over¬ 
all. 

The  success  of  the  sale  will  in¬ 
evitably  tempt  others,  and  more  frag¬ 
mentation  will  follow.  No  obvious  sol¬ 
ution  presents  itself.  One  can  only 
hope  that  private  guardians  of  our 
national  heritage  will  act  responsibly 
and  accept  that  they  have  an  obliga¬ 
tion  to  their  forebears  in  maintaining 
foe  integrity  of  their  heritage. 

Yours  etc, 

M.  M.  CHRIMES 
(Head  Librarian), 

The  Institution  of  Civil  Engineers, 
Great  George  Street. 

Westminster,  SWl. 

December  2. 


Going  to  St  Ives 

From  Mr  Michael  Knight 

Sir,  Lorry  drivers  may  not  be  foe  only 
people  to  mistake  St  Ives,  Cambridge¬ 
shire  (letters.  November  22, 28).  1  am 
told  that  when  the  artist  Willie  Watt 
Milne  (1865-1949)  travelled  from  Edin¬ 
burgh  ro  visit  the  artist's  colony  in  St 
Ives,  Cornwall,  he  arrived  here  by  ac¬ 
cident,  took  lodgings  at  the  nearby  vil¬ 
lage  of  Houghton,  and  was  so  entran¬ 
ced  with  the  area  that  he  spent  the  rest 

of  his  life  there,  moving  to  a'house  in 
St  Ives  in  1932.  He  left  a  magnificent 
legacy  of  paintings  of  the  town,  the  ri¬ 
ver  and  the  surrounding  countryside. 
His  mistake  was  Cornish  Forthia’s 
loss  and  our  own  Bishop  Ivo’s  gain. 

I vo  was  a  Tih-century  Persian 
bishop  who  rioted  England  to  convert 


the  heathen.  He  was  taken  to  be  a 
saint  by  the  monks  of  Ramsey  Abbey, 
who  built  St  Ivo's  Priory  near  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Slepe  (later  known  as  St  Ives); 
his  presumed  grave  was  found  nearby 
some  1,000  years  ago.  The  details  of 
this  story  are  in  The  Life  and  Miracles 
of  St  Ivo  by  S.  B.  Ed  gin  gt  on,  publish¬ 
ed  by  foe  Friends  of  the  Norris  Muse¬ 
um,  St  Ives. 

•  By  a  strange  coincidence.  Cam¬ 
bridgeshire  shares  another  saint  with 
Cornwall  —  St  Neot,  Hopefully,  there 
are  no  lorry  drivers  stuck  outside 
Liskeard,  desperately  seeking  a  des¬ 
tination  on  the  edge  of  the  Fens. 

Yours, 

MICHAEL  KNIGHT, 

Quay  Court,  Bull  Lane, 

St  Ives,  Cambridgeshire. 

December  4. 


Legally  covered 

From  fits  Honour 
Alan  KingHamilton,  QC 

Sir,  When  the  spokesman  for  Ede  & 
Ravenscrofu  suppliers  of  legal  robes, 
said  (Diary,  Decern  her  5)  “They  [blade 
nylon  tights  for  judgesj  cover  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  sins",  did  he  drop  an  ahch? 

Yours  faithfully, 

ALAN  KING-HAM ILTON, 

Royal  Air  Force  Club. 

128  Piccadilly,  Wl. 

December  6. 
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Letters  that  are  intended 
for  publication  should  carry  a 
daytime  telephone  number.  They 
may  be  sent  to  a  fax  number  — 
0171-782  5046. 


Millennium  fountains 

From  Mrs  G.  A,  Falvey 

Sir.  Mrs  E.  M.  Thomas  calls  for  more 
water  displays,  like  the  Shelley  me¬ 
morial  at  Horsham,  which  make 
imaginative  and  original  use  of  water, 
are  sample  in  form,  open  to  foe  sky 
and  open  to  the  pubb'c  (letter,  Novem¬ 
ber  29;  see  also  letter.  December,  4). 

London  has  such  a  display:  the 
Canadian  War  Memorial  in  Green 
Park,  unveiled  by  the  Queen  in  June 
1994. 

Built  of  red  Canadian  granite,  with 
carved  insets  of  maple  leaves,  a  film  of 
water  continually  flows  over  it  mirror¬ 
ing  foe  changing  seasons,  light,  sky 
and  douds.  The  viewer’s  imagination 
and  sensibility  are  engaged.  • 

Yours  faithfully, 

GRACE  A.  FALVEY, 

Hampton  Manor, 

Evesham,  Worcestershire. 


Threat  to  purity 
of  English  trees 

From  Mr  P.J.  Church 

Sir.  I  was  pleased  to  read  Nick  Nut- 
tail's  report  "English  oak  threatened 
by  cheap  foreign  seedlings"  (Novem¬ 
ber  25). 

The  gene  pool  of  our  native  trees  is 
indeed  being  polluted  by  imported 
stock  —  not  just  oak  but  beech,  pine 
and  many  other  species.  The  reason  is 
not,  as  Mr  Nunall  suggests,  merely 
one  of  price;  it  is  also  a  matter  of  avails 
ability. 

European  forestry  regulations  re¬ 
quire  that.  if  grant  is  to  be  paid,  spe¬ 
cies  grown  for  timber  such  as  oak  and 
beech  can  only  be- grown  from  seed 
collected  from  a  registered  “stand"  (a 
block  of  trees  selected  specifically  for 
foat  purpose).  In  foe  UK  these  regula¬ 
tions  are  applied  strictly  by  the  Fores¬ 
try  Commission  and  there  are  not 
enough  stands,  especially  of  oak,  to 
meet  demand  from  nurseries. 

Seed  is  therefore  imported  from 
registered  European  stands,  not  all  of 
which  are  as  strictly  controlled  as 
outs.  If  the  Forestry  Commission  were 
to  accelerate  the  registration  of  new 
seed  stands  more  native  stock  of  pro¬ 
ven  quality  would  become  available. 

Meanwhile  landscape  designers  in 
foe  UK  are  increasingly  specifying  na¬ 
tive  slock  originating  "where  poss¬ 
ible"  in  the  very  county  in  which  it  is  to 
be  planted.  This  is  often  an  impossible 
demand  for  nurseries  to  meet,  due  to 
the  length  of  lead  time  required,  and 
the  contractor  will  therefore  turn  to 
imported  stock. 

Part  of  foe  answer  lies.  I  suggest  in¬ 
foe  preparation  of  guidelines  for  land¬ 
scape  designers,  defining  broad  pro¬ 
venance  zones  such  as  eastern  Eng¬ 
land  or  southwest  Scotland.  Too  rigid 
a  specification  of  the  acceptable  zone 
of  origin  defeats  its  own  purpose. 

Yours  faithfully, 

P.J. CHURCH  (Managing  Director). 
Alba  Trees  pic 
Lower  Wintm, 

Gladsmuir,  East  Lothian. 

November  29. 

From  Mr  Mike  Townsend 

Sir,  As  Britain's  largest  charity  dedi¬ 
cated  solely  to  conserve  native  wood¬ 
land,  foe  Woodland  Trust  has  been 
working  for  nearly  25  years  to  protect 
native  tree  species.  It  currently  owns 
over  80 0  woods  nationwide,  covering 
more  than  36,000  acres;  it  plants  only 
oak  of  British  origin,  which  we  guar¬ 
antee  by  a  certificate  tracing  the  tree's 
exact  point  of  origin.  Our  planting 
scheme  incorporates  the  200  new 
woods  for  the  millennium  which  will 
be  created  by  foe  “Woods  on  Your 
Doorstep"  projects  to  which  your 
report  refers. 

A  number  of  major  nurseries,  such 
as  Maelor  Nurseries  in  Shropshire, 
now  provide  information  on  proven¬ 
ance  fora  range  of  British  tree  species. 
Unfortunately,  the  number  of  nurses 
ies  which  operate  schemes  of  this  type 
is  still  insufficient  to  meer  foe  total  de¬ 
mand  for  broadleaved  trees  in  Britain. 

Yours  respectfully, 

MIKE  TOWNSEND 
(Director  of  Woodland  Operations). 
The  Woodland  Trust. 

Autumn  Park.  Dysart  Road, 
Grantham.  Lincolnshire. 

November  26. 

From  Mrs  Pat  Davies 

Sir,  Contrary  to  foe  information  given 
in  the  illustration  accompanying  Nick, 
NuttaJl's  report,  red  squirrels  cannot 
digest  acorns.  They  feed  mainly  on 
hazelnuts  and  conifer  seeds,  leaving 
acorns  to  their  grey  cousins,  who  can 
exist  on  them. 

Yours  faithfully, 

PAT  DAVIES, 

Sheep  leas,  Wickhurst  Road, 

Weald,  Sevenoaks,  Kent. 

November  26. 


What’s  in  a  name? 

From  Mr  George  Speak 

Sir,  I  am  obliged  to  comment  on  the 
recent  correspondence  on  the  signifi¬ 
cance  of  names  (November  14,  21,  26, 
30). 

Yours  faithfully. 

GEORGE  SPEAK, 

7  Scott  Close,  ’ 

Worksop.  Nottinghamshire. 
December  2. 

From  the  Dean  of  Lichfield 

Sir,  Flying  from  Heathrow  to  Toronto- 
last  year,  I  had  a  Mr  Rong  sitting  on 
my  right  Unfortunately  his  English 
was  so  rudimentary  foat  I  didn't  even 
.attempt  to  explain  who  was  sitting  on 
his  left. 

Yours  etc. 

TOM  WRIGHT, 

The  Deanery,  Lichfield,  Staffordshire. 
December  4. 


An  orderly  life 

From  Mrs  P.  A.  Mills 

Sir,  Mrs  Sheridan  Taylor  can  share 
the  (dubious?)  honour  of  being  her 
husband’s  “reliable  databank"  (letter, 
November  29)  with  the  wife  of  G.  K. 
Chesterton. 

This  notoriously  absent-minded; 
gentleman  sent  a  telegram  to  his  wife; 
with  the  following  request:  “Am  in: 
Market  Harborough.  Where  ought  I' 
to  be?" 

Yours  faithfully, 

PAULINE  A.  MULS, 

34  Holmfield  Avenue,  ) 

Stoneygate,  Leicester. 

December  Z. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  &  The  Duke  of  York 
'this  afternoon  attended  the  Fiftieth 
Anniversary  Annual  General 
Meeting  of  the  Royal  Naval 
Bind  watching  Society  at  the  Royal 
Geographical  Society,  London 
SW7. 

.  His  Royal  Highness  this 'eve- 
rung  attended  a  concert  in  the 
presence  of  The  Queen  of  Norway 
at  Westminster  Abbey.  London 

Swi.  to  celebrate  the  Fiftieth 
Anniversary  of  the  gift  of  the 
Norwegian  Christmas  Tree  to  the 
people  of  London. 

December  hr.  The  Princess  Royal, 
Patron,  Citizens  Advice  Scotland, 
this  morning  visited  Maryhill 
Citizens  Advice  Bureau,  U45 
Maryhill  Road,  and  was  received 
by  Her  Majesty's  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  the  City  of  Glasgow  (Mr  Patrick 
tally,  the  Ri  Hon  the  Lord 
Provost). 

Her  Royal  Highness,  Patron,  the 
National  Autistic  Society.  later 
opened  the  Society's  Scottish  of¬ 
fices  at  It  Union  Street,  Glasgow. 

The  Princess  Royal  this  afier- 


Summer  Fields, 
Oxford 

The  Governors  of  Summer  Fields 
are  pleased  to  announce  (he 
appointment  of  Mr  Robin  Bad- 
ham-Thomhil).  currently  Head¬ 
master  of  Lam  brook  School  and 
formerly  Housemaster  at  Chelten¬ 
ham  College,  as  Headmaster.  He 
will  take  up  the  appointment  in 
September  1W  in  succession  to 
Mr  Nigel  Talbot  Rice  who  is 
retiring  after  52  years  at  the  sdtooL 
and  22  years  as  Headmaster. 


-noon  opened  the  new  SduebaDIon 
Unit  at  the  Royal  Hospital  for  Sick 
Children.  YorkhUl,  Glasgow. 

ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
December  fc  The  Prince  of  Wales 
today  visited  Liverpool  and  was 
received  by  Her  Majesty's  Lord- 
lieu tenant  of  Merseyside  (Mr 
Alan  Water-worth). 

His  Royal  Highness.  President. 
Business  in  the  Community,  this 
morning  opened  Phase  2  of  the 
development  at  the  Eldonian  Vil¬ 
lage  and  met  winners  of  the 
Community  Enterprise  Awards. 

The  Prince  pf  Wales  afterwards 
launched  the  Merseyside  Chall¬ 
enge  "Light  Up  Someone's  Christ¬ 
mas"  at  St  George'S  Hall. 

His  Royal  Highness  ibis  after¬ 
noon  opened  the  Conservation 
Centre  —  parr  of  the  National 
Museums  and  Galleries  on 
Merseyside. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  President, 
The  Prince*  Trust,  later  visited  the 
Sandpipers  Centre.  Southport,  and 
met  recipients  of  respite  care  and 
participants  of  the  Trust's  Volun¬ 
teers  programme. 


The  President  of  Hungary  has 
invested  Viscount  Rothermere 
with  the  Order  of  Merit  of  the 
Hungarian  Republic.  Middle 
Cross  with  Star. 


University  news 

Oxford 
Oriel  College 

Ejection  to  an  Emeritus  Fellow¬ 
ship:  W.E.  ferry,  Fellow  of  the 
College  and  Tutor  in  Mathematics, 
106(46. 


Weekend  birthdays 


TODAY 

Sir  Fred  Atkinson,  civil  servant,  77: 
Mr  Roy  Avery,  former  Headmaster, . 
Bristol  Grammar  School.  71;  Vis¬ 
count  Boyd  of  Merton,  57:  Mr 
Donald  Cricfaton-Miller.  former 
Headmaster.  Ffcttes  College  and 
Stowe  School.  90:  Judge  Lord 
Elystan-Morgan.  64:  Mr  David 
Evans,  trade  unionist.  61;  Mr  Kaffe 
Fassen.  textile  designer,  59;  Profes¬ 
sor  Lawrence  Freedman.  FBA.  war 
historian,  48;  Professor  Sir  Abra¬ 
ham  Goldberg,  physician.  73: 
Professor  N.  Gowar.  Principal. 
Royal  Holloway  University  of 
London.  56:  Dr  AJ.  Higgins, 
director.  Animal  Health  Trust. 
Newmarket  4&  Sir  Bryan  Hopjdn. 
civil  servant,  82;  Mr  Chris  Joynt, 
rugby  league  player.  25;  Mr  Victor 
(Gam.  chairman.  Remington  Prod¬ 
ucts  Company,  70:  the  Countess  of 
limerick,  former  chairman.  Brit¬ 
ish  Red  Cross,  61;  Sir  Sydney 
Samudson,  British  Film  Commis¬ 
sioner.  71;  Mr  Roger  J.  Taylor, 
deputy  chairman.  Royal  and  Sun 
Alliance  Insurance  Group.  55;  The 
Rev  R.C.Tnounson.  former  Prin¬ 
cipal.  St  Chad's  College.  Durham. 
70:  Mr  Eli  WaDach,  actor.  81;  Miss 
Helen  Watts,  opera  singer.  69. 


TOMORROW 

Miss  Kim  Basinger,  actress.  43;  Sir 
Ralph  Carr-Ellison.  Lord-Lieuten¬ 
ant  of  Tyne  and  Wear.  71;  Sir 
Julian  Critehky,  M  P.  66;  Dr  Susan 
Danby,  Principal.  College  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Dandng.  52c  Sr 
Pena*  Daniel  1,  former  Senior  Gov¬ 
ernment  ^Broker.  87;  Mr  Harold 
Elletson,  MP.  36;  Professor  Sir 
Roger  Elliott,  FRS,  physicist,  68; 
Mr  Lucian  Freud.  OM,  CH. 
painter.  74. 

Mr  James  Galway,  flute  player,  57: 
Sir  de  Vfllkrs  Graaff,  former 
South  African  politician.  83;  Mis 
Pauline  Green.  MEP.  48:  Sir 
David  Hay,  cardiologist,  and  his 
twin  brother  Sir  Hamisti  Hay, 
former  Mayor  of  Christchurch, 
New  Zealand,  69;  Mr  Geoff  Hurst 
footballer.  55;  Sir  Peter  Levene, 
former  chairman,  Canary  Wharf, 
Sjfc  Mr  Terry  McDermott,  foot¬ 
baller,  46;  Mr  Justice  Jonathan 
Parker,  59;  Lord  Ptys-Davies.  73; 
Mr  D  J.  Verey.  chairman.  Lazard 
Brothers,  46;  Earl  Wakfegrave,  56; 
Mr  Lynn  Wilson,  chairman.  Wil¬ 
son  (Connolly)  Holdings. 
57. 


Service 

dinner 

1st  Regiment  Royal  Horse 
Artillery 

Past  and  present  members  of  1st 
Regiment  Royal  Horse  Artillery 
held  their  annual  Reunion  Dinner 
at  Woolwich  last  night.  Major 
General  MX  Tennant.  Honorary 
Regimental  Colonel  presided. 
Field  Marshal  Lord  Vincent  of 
Coieshlll.  Master  Gunner  St 
James's  Park,  was- die  principal 
guest 

Dinners 

Parish  Clerks' Company 
The  Lord  Mayor,  accompanied  by  the 
Sheriffs  and  ibeir  ladies,  attended  die 
annual  potraoal  dinner  of  the  Parish 
Clerks'  Company  held  last  night  at 
the  Mansion  House.  The  Master,  the 
Rev  Graham  Blacktop,  presided, 
-assisted  by  Mr  O.W.H.  Clark  and  Mr 
J-D.  Hobblethwaite,  Wardens.  The 
Lord  Mayor.  Sir  John  Welch,  Parish 
Clerk  of  St  Michael  Paternoster 
RoyaL  and  the  Right  Rev  Lord  Runde 
also  spoke. 

Earlier,  the  Rev  Richard  Hayes 
officiated  and  the  Bistop  of  London 
was  the  preacher  ax  Holy  Commu¬ 
nion  at  St  Mary  Wooiroth. 

Service  luncheon 

Royal  Artillery  Cooncfl 
of  Scotland 

Colonel  J.G.  Mathieson  presided  at 
the  autumn  meeting  of  the  Royal 
Artillery  Council  of  Scotland  hod 
yesterday  ar  the  Army  Headquarters 
Scotland.  General  Sir  Martin 
FamdaJe,  Brigadier  M.G.  Douglas- 
Withers  and  Lieumam-Colond  GA 
Them  were  the  principal  guests  at  a 
luncheon  bdd  afterwards. 


Jenny  Agutter  shows  the  plaque  in  memory  of . 
Dilys  Powell  to  Ivor  Powell,  her  . nephew 

Dilys  Powell  remembered 


A  plaque  celebrating  the  con¬ 
tribution  made  to  cinema  by 
Dilys  Powell,  former  film 
critic  of  The  Sunday  Times, 
was  unveiled  in  London  this 
week  by  the  actress  Jenny 
Agutter-  Miss  Powell  wrote 
about  films  for  the  paper  for 
more  than  50  years  until  her 
death,  aged  93,  in  June  last 
year. 

Miss  Agutter,  star  of  The 
Railway  Children,  said  that 
she  had  been  given  great 
encouragement  in  the  early 
days  of  her  acting  career  by 
Miss  Powell's  reviews:  “Dilys 
was  a  great  enthusiast  of  films 


and  film-making.”  The 
plaque,  one  of  a  number 
unveiled  throughout  the 
country  to  commemorate  100' 
years  of  cinema,  will  be 
placed  on  the  front  of  the 
house  in  Albion  Street  near 
Hyde  Park,  where  Miss  Plow- 
ell  lived  for  more  than  half  a 
century. 


Appointment 

Mr  Christopher  McLaren  id  be 
Hon  Treasurer  of  the  English- 
Speaking  Union  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  in  succession  to  Mr  Robin 
Clarke. 


Memorial 
service  ; 

Sir Chatlg-SpfwviUi .  .  -  j 

A  memorial,  service  for  Sir  Charles 
Sopwirb.  former  Second.  Counsel  to 
the  Chairman  of  committees,  House, 
of  Lords,  was  beid  yesterday  at  the 
Church  of  die  Holy  Crass,  Sanaa, 
Ridananswortb.  The  Rev  Peter  Han 
officiated.  Mr  Robert  WHItens. pot 
-  nephew,  read  foe  lesson. 

Mr  Derek  Rippengal,  QC  arid  Mr 
Stephen  Fletcher,  great  nephew,  gave 
addresses.  Members  of  the  family 
and  friends  were  present. 


Society  of  Trust  and 
Estate  Practitioners 

The  Annuli  General  Meeting  and 
Brandi  Chairmen*  National  .Con¬ 
ference  of  Ihe  Society  of  Trust  ,  and 
Estaie.  Practitioners  was.  held  on 
November  30  ar  PtdUfos  Fine  Artr 
Auctioneers.  Mr  Geoffrey  Shfodfer. 
Chairman  of  the  Society,  presided; 

Chainnai  arid  iwresmarives  from 

twenty  nine  Eho-ioies  were  present: 


Luncheons 

Butchers*  Company  . 

Mr  MJL  Kao,  Master  of  ihe  Butch¬ 
ers'  Company,  was  the  host  at  a 
luncheon  held  yesterday  at  Butchers* 
Hail  for  the  presentation  of  prized  for 

the  Meat  Training  Council.  Mr. 
Christopher  Gill.  MP.  chairman  of 
ihe  oountiL  was  die  speaker. . 

Saints  and  Stamen  Chib 
Mr  Tferry  Waite.  Mr  Robbie  Glen, 
Mr  Golm  Ingleby-Mackenzie  and  Mr 
Neil  Benson  were  the  speakers  ai  a 
the  Christmas  huxbeon  of  the  Samis 
and  Stoners.  Oub~  held  yesterday  at 
the  Savoy  Hotel.  Mr  Gay  Kmdex&y 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr  P-rfCTComrorand 
the  Hon  Kstharma  ELA.  Grenfell 
The  engagement  is  'announced  • 
between  Patrick;  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Thomas  O  ■Connor,  of  Flor¬ 
ida,  and  Kaftiarina.  daughter  of 
Lord  Grenfell  and  of  GabrieDe 
LadyGrenfefl,  oTNew  York. 
MrP&A&ty  1  . 
and  MosA-C.  Baker 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Paul,  son  of  Mr  aod  Mrs  . 
D.  Ashby,  of  Streedy.  and  Alicia, 
elder  daughter  of  MrarulMrs  A.F. 
Baker.  of  -  StreeQy.  Sutton 
Coldfield. 

Mr  J.L  fisher  ' 

-and  Mils  EX.  Skipper 

The  -  engagement  is  announced 

betwear  Jbnaflm  son  of  Mr  and 

-  Mrs  £. Fisher,  erf  Evesbam,  and 
Lucy,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  • 

-  DJ.  Skipper,  of  Woburn.. 

MrSlG.  FMopoolos 
and  MS  CILA.  Younger  .  • 
The  ■mgag'-T^t  is  announced 
between  Serafom,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs  Gavri&s  Fotopmilos.  of 
Rethymnoo.  Crete,' and  Candia.  . 

dau^iter  of  Mr  David  Younger,  pf 
Dunoon,  Argyllshire.and  Mrs 
Alny  Younger,  of  Haddington. 
East  Lothian. 

Dr  CW.  McIntyre  -  -  - 

and  Miss  NJ.  Timi  .  . 

The  engagarieot  is  announced 
between  Christopher,  son  of  Mr- 
and  Mrs  William  McIntyre,  of 
Stapfeburst,  Kent,  and  Natasha, 
daughter  of  Dr  Walter  Turck.  erf 
Edenfeld,  "Lancashire,  .and  Mrs  . 

'  Helen -Fdsenstetn,  of  Jerusalem, 
IsraeL  :  ... 


MrJAMacConnae 
andMisC-N.  Addtsou 

.The  engagement  a  anntmnced' 
betweat  John,  son  «  Mr  and  Mrs 
Sidney  .MacCbrinac.  of  Silting., 
bourne,  Kan,  and  Clare,  daughter 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  Norman  Addison, 
pf  Fast  PDrtteroouth.  Devon. 

Mr  A.E.  Parsons 
and  Miss  CF.JLewis  . 

The  engagement  b  announced 
between Adam,  onlysonofMrand 
Mrs  Vkmr  Parsons,  of  Newton 
ftnws.  Devon,  and  Catherine 

Leel^^id .  cf  Mis 
Sandra  Lewis,  of  Heransgo*; 
Hertfordddra. - 

Mr  D.CWiy  . 

and  Miss  ICE.  Jones  .  "  V 
The  engagement .  is  .announced 
between  Daniel  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Terry  Way,  of  WfodkshgHi  ; 
Surrey,  and  Katharine,  daughter-, 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  Neville  Jones,  ti . 
HarperKleru  Hertfordshire.- 
Mr  S.D.  Weston  ..  T  .  M 
and  Miss  CE.  Machm :  j 

The  engagement  is  announced  : 
between  Steven  David,  yotmgeg  ; 
son  of  Mr  and  Mrs-  Edward 
Weston.  ;  of  Cheshaiig 
Buckinghamshire.  j  and  Gtn^j 
Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  dT 
Prtfessor  and  Mrs  Samud  Al¬ 
ehin,  of  Gerrards  Crosp; 
Buckinghamshire.  *  _ 

’ 

Anniversaries  are* 
on  ifae  fating  pa£0 


Church  services  tomorrow 


Second  Sunday  in  Advent 

ST  ANDREWS  CATHEDRAL,  ABERDEEN:  8 
HC  10.  ]  S  S  Euch;  630JThoraJ  E. 

ARMAGH  CATHEDRAL:  10  KC:  11  MP: 
Benedldre  (Barnes).  Never  weather-beaten  salt 
(Campion).  Canon  W  TwaddcU:  3. 1 5  Choral  E. 
And  die  glory  of  the  Lotd  (HondeQ. 

BELFAST  CATHEDRAL;  10  HC;  1]  S  Euctl. 
Jackson  In  G.  Laetentur  Coelf  (Byrd):  3-30 
Hospice  Carol  Service. 

BIRMINGHAM  CATHEDRAL:  9  MP;  0.15  HC 
1 1  Choral  Euch,  Darke  In  E.  o  People  of  Zion 
none  vie.  ocull  omnium  (Wood),  "nve  Ptotosc 
4  Chonii E.  pyson  InD.Ocome  Emmanuel  (arr 
Carter).  Rev  a  Priestley. 

BRECON  CATHEDRAL:  8.  II  Holy  Eudl. 
Ptelnsone;  3JO  E.  Purcell  In  C  minor.  Nun 
kanun  derHelden  Heiland  (Bach). 
CANTERBURy  CATHEDRAL:  S  HC;  9J0  S 
Euch;  9  JO  M:  1 1  S  Euch.  Mlssa  Brevis  In  F  K1 92 
— zan).  Lasset  uns  frohlokken  (Mendelsshon). 

_ Dr  M  Chandler; 3. IS  E.  Ireland  InF. 

CARLISLE  CATHEDRAL:  7.4S  M;  8  HC  1CL30S 
Euch.  Dartce  In  F.  Jesus  Christ,  the  apple  tree 

— - *  Canon  D  Weston;  3  £.  The  Blessed 

.  _ _ uy  Service  (Foster).  Rejoice  In  the  Lord 

alway  rPurcelD. 

CHELMSFORD  CATHEDRAL:  8  HC  Rev  J 
Jones; Qjo Euch. Canon  JBames:  1 1. IS  Chora) 
M. Te  Dram  In  F.  Jubilate  In  c  {Ireland).  Turn 
backOMan  (Holsi);3  willow  Tree  Carol  Service: 
6  E.  Fauxhourdons  (Moriey).  How  beaurtftil 
(stained.  Canon  D  Knlvhi- 
CHESTER  CATHEDRAL'  7.45  L;  8  HC  10 
Choral  Euch.  Jackson  in  E,  Dearest  Lord  Jesu 
(Bach).  Canon  Dr  T  Demin:  1130  Choral  M. 
Jackson  in  G.  canon  M  Rees;  330  Choral  E. 
Purcell  In  E  minor.  Thy  word  is  a  lantern 
(PurceiD:  630  Evening.  Canon  M  Rees. 
CHICHESTER  CATHEDRAL  8  HC  10  M. 
Harris  In  A.  Behold  I  make  all  things  new 
(Rose),  The  chancel  Ion  1 1  S  Euch.  Dane  In  F. 
Laesentur  eoeli  (Byrd).  Rev  P  Atkinson;  330  £. 
Baiistow  in  D.  ibe  wilderness  (Goss). 
CHRISTCHURCH  CATHEDRAL  Oxford:  8  HC 
10  M  S  Sermon.  Jactaon  In  C.  The  Archdeacon 
of  QxfDTd;  11.15  S  Euch,  Mitea  simile  est 
«mum  coelorum  [victoria).  Blest  are  the 
t  hearted  (Brahms).  The  Precentor:  6  E, 
Lord  let  me  know  mine  end  (Greene). 
COVENTRY  CATHEDRAL  7  40  MP.  8 
Communion;  1030  Each,  Mlssa  ortrts  (actor 
(Plalnsong).  O  taste  and  see  (VauRhan 
ams).  canon  v  Fault:  3  German:  53(TE,0 
taste  antf see  (Vaughan  Williams}.  Short  s 
(Ayleward).  Teach  me  O  Lord  {Byrd). 

DURHAM  CATHEDRAL  8  HC.  Canon  D 
Brown:  1 0  M.  Pu  iwll  In  B  Hat  Hide  not  thou  thy 
face  (RirranD,  The  Precentor.  11.15  HC.  Darke 
InF.Saceidotes  Domini  fflynn,  Canon  M  Petty: 
3.30  E.  Prepare  ye  the  way  o(  the  Lord  (Wise! 


canon  Ison;  11.15  M.  Rejoice  to  ihe  Lord 

STtae  Priest  VI can  3  E,  Second  Service 
nsK  Rejoice  In  the  Lord  (Purcell);  630 
«,  Teach  me  o  Lotd  (Atwood).^ The  Dean. 


Evening.  Teach  me  o  Lotd  (Atwood),^ The  Dean. 
HEREFORD  CATHEDRAL  8  HC'  10  Euch. 
Mass  for  four  voices  (Bynfl,  Teach  me  O  Lord 
(Byrd).  The  Treasurer:  1130  M,  Jubilate 
(Stanford  In  B  Oat).  Laetenmr  codl  (Byrd);  330 
E  Rev  j  de  la  Tour  Davies. 

LEICESTER  CATHEDRAL'  8  HC  Rev  Prof  D 
Martin:  9.45  S  Each.  Litany  {TalUiL  Mlssa 
papae  Marcelll  (Palestrina).  Ws  F  Garland: 
1 1 . 1 5  M.  Te  Deum  Collegium  Regale  (Howells), 
A  spotless  rose  (Howells);  canon  Dr  M  Palmer. 
630  E.  Totus  nnis  (Goread),  Miss  E  Manors. 
LICHFIELD  CATHEDRAL  8  HC  1030  S  Eul 
Mlssa  Sancd  Nicolai  (Haydn).  Benedldre  In  _ 
flat  (Sutrtslon).  Ave  verum  corpus  (MararC  The 
Chancellor  330  E.  Thy  word  is  a  lantern  (Ryrti]. 
LINCOLN  CATHEDRAL  7 AS  Litany;  8.  1230 
HC  930  s  Euch.  Darks  In  F.  The  troth  from 
above  (Vfeuehan  Williams).  Rev  Dr  J  Newton; 
11.15  M.  Braedldu  in  □  minor  (Marshall). 
Adam  lay  y-bo  unden  (Warlock):  3.4  5E,  wise  In 
F,  Rejoice  In  the  Lord  alway  (PiuceUk  The  Dean. 
LIVERPOOL  CATHEDRAL  8  MP  ft  HC  1030 
Each.  Canon  DrJ  Elfbrd,-  3  choral  E.  Canon  N 
Vincent:  4  HC. 

MANCHESTER  CATHEDRAL  8.45  MP:9  HC 
1030  S  Euch,  Darke  In  E,  Canon  J  Atherton; 
630  E.  Purcell  in  G  minor.  Canon  J  Atherton. 
NEWCASTLE  CATHEDRAL-  730  Ml  I  HC. 
Canon  B  Lanai ey,  930  S  Euch.  oidrord  In  □. 
Remember  Olhou  man  ptavemcroR).  Canon  B 
Langley;  6  Choral  E.  This  Is  the  truth  (Vaughan 
Wlluams),  Evening  Hymn  (Gardiner).  - 
NEWPORT  CATHEDRAL:  1030 M,  Teach  meO 
Lord  (Byrd);  630  &  The  seem  of  Christ 
(Shephard). 

PETERBOROUGH  CATHEDRAL  B.tS  HC  930 
M.  Benedldre  In  FjAshHeldi:  1030  Euch.  . The 
Precentor:  330  £.  Hie  Fourth  Service  (Bacren). 
Thy  word  Is  a  lantern  (Puiceli). 

RIPON  CATHEDRAL  8  EUClL  The  Dean:  930 


Prerarlus).  Rev  a  Phllp;  3  E.  Wesley  In  B,  Come 
ye  and  let  us  go  up  (Naylor). 

I0MP-.1OJ0 


SHEFFIELD  _ 

5  Euch.  Mlssa  ,  ^  ... 

Life  (Postso).  Cason  C  Smith; 630 E ft  Sermon. 
Second  Service  (Gibbons).  Half  gladdening 
light  (Wood).  ThePiwotft  7.45  Christ  tn  Quiet. 
TRURO  CATHEDRAL  8  HC  9  M:  10  S  Euch. 
Stanford  In  C  ft  F.  The  Apple  Tree  (Poston),  The 
Dean: 330  Chrisnngle  Service,  The  Chancellor, 

6  E-Ave  Marar  (Parsons),  The  Librarian. 
WAKEFIELD  CATHEDRAL  S  HC  Canon  G 
Naira- Briggs  9.15  Parish  Communion.  Adam 
lay  y  bound  en  [WariDcW.  Canon  P  Price:  1 1 
solemn  Euch.  Mass  of  '  (he.  Qute 
(Oldroyd).  Canon  P  Price. 

WELLS  CATHEDRAL  8  FTC  9.45  5 
in  F.  Jesu  the  vary-  thought  of  thee 
Preb  A  Wallace;  1130  M  ft  Hah 

(Harwood  in  A  flafL  Te~u.  UK  » 

.  jodh  3  B.  The.  Salbbniy  Sendee 
And  1  saw  a  new  heaven  (BalntanL  Rev . 
n;  6  wcs  Advent  Service. 
WESTMINSTER  ABBEY:  8  HC  10  M. 
Benedicras  (Byrd).  Teach  me  O  - Lord  (Byrd). 
Canon  D  Hutc  1 1-lSEuch.  Mass  {Lewiti.Ftople 
look  East  (Anon),  Nun  komm  der  Hedden 
■  Heiland  BWV659  (Bach),  Rev  J  Goodalk  3  E. 
VTaorialntJie  First  Tone,  Thy  won)  Ha  lantern 
(Purexrll).  Rev  J  Hams;  SAS  Oman  Redral;  630 
E.  Canon  a  Harvey. 


Mass  (Haydn),  ub!  caritasl 

|  gladdening  llgbt  (WockQ.| 


3.30  E,  Prepare  ye  ihe  way  of  the  Lord  (Wise) 
EXETER  CATHEDRAL  8  HC  9A5  S  Euch. 
Litany  to  the  Holy  Spirit  (Hurfort).  Worth 
Sendee  (Tanner),  listen  sweet  dove  (Ives). 


EUCh,  Canon  E  Eason:  3  Holy  Baptism;  530  E. 
D*y  In  Bfiai;  Awake  us  Lord  and  hasten  (Bach). 
Canon  M  Glanvllle-Smlth. 

ROCHESTER  CATHEDRAL  8  HC  9.45  M. 
Benedldte  (Suoxston  In  B  (lad.  Open  ttw  raxes 
to  him  who  weeping  walls  (Sainton);  103 D  s 
EOCta.  W Ilian  In  B  Dat  (no  Gloria].  Canon  P 
lock:  L2  Informal  Organ  Rectal:!.  15  informal 
Concert:  3.15  E.  Gray  In  F  minor.  Before  the 
ending  of  the  day  (Cham  beak  730  Rent  Youth 
A  Community  Sendees  Carols. 

SALISBURY  CATHEDRAL  8  HC  VetV  RW  D 
watson:  10  Euch.  Mlssa  Alma  redemptotls 
Mater  (Victoria),  chrisms  teccus  esr  (Anerio). 
Canon  D  Du  atom  1130  M.  Benedkhe  In  G 
(Jackson),  J  obi  I  ate  (Collegium  Regale) 
(Howells),  There  Is  a  spring  dower  (arr 


E.  Canon  a  Harvey. 

WESTMINSTER  CATHEDRAL  8  HC  1030  M. 
Jutrilaie  (Britten  in  Q,  Rejoice  In  the  lord  alway 
(Red  fond.  Rev  D  Lindsay;  1130  Euch.  Lime 
ruOcJ;  330 

- - - - - - „_^-.P  Morgan. 

WORCESTER  CATHEDRAL  930  Family  Euch, 
The  Archdeacon:  11  S  Euch.  Mass  tor  Five 
Voices  (Byrd).  Laeuntur  coeus  (Byrd).  Canon  P 
Winston  «  4  ECdebradoa  GrjtylnFmlnot;  vox 
Dlcemls  (Naylor),  Rev  Dt.M  DotsetL 
'  YORK  MINSTER:  8.&45HC  lOSEoch.  Mlssa 
Brads  (Palestrina),  Rev  u  Stanbridge:  1 130  M.  ■ 
Jackson  In  G.  4  E,  Wood  In  F.  Horanna  to  die 
Son  or  David  (Gibbons).  RevC  KowUngl 
ST  ASAPH  CATHEDRAL  Ctwyd:  8  HC  11 
Choral  m.  Rejoice  Ln  the  Lord  ahvay  (PtmceH), 
The  Dean;  330  EP. 

ST  DAVIDS  CATHEDRAL  S  BC  930  Cjrmun 
Bendlgald.  Y  Canon;  930  Parish  Euch,  The 
SuccemozT  ll.is  choral  M,  Benedldte 
(Sums Ion  In  B  flat).  Jubilate  pretend  In  Fk'AXUT 
the  glare  of  the  Lotd  (Handed,  The  Canon:  6 
Choral  E.  Murrill  In  E.  TWs  Is  the  rccatriof  John 
(Gibbons).  The  Dean.  -.  -  " 

ST  EDMUNDSBURY  CATHEDRAL  HOglk  8 
KC  10  5  Euch.  Mlssa  Psrodte  (Trepte).  No  sad 
tboughr  (vwiiUamri;  1 130  5  Euch.  Harris  In  F. 
Lead  me  Lotd  (Wesley);  330  E,  second  Service 
l^rd).  This  is  the  record  of  John  (Gibbons). 

ST  GEORGES  CATHEDRAL  SoUtfawaric  B,ia6 
LM:  1 130  Solemn  M.  Mass  In  A  minor 
ICasdollnQ.  Waches  anfgaQi).  Mgr  L  white. 

ST  MA  CHAR'S  CATHEDRAL  Off  Aberdeen: 


O  thou  the  central  ort»  (Woo 
(Mumji),  Rev  R  Frazer. 


STPAULS  .  . _ _ 

1 1  S  Euch.  MissarJn  honnrem  San 
(RuhbraJ.  The  Short  Service 
coeii  (Byrd).  Rt.Kev  M  Bau 
Gloucester  Service 
as  the 
Organ 

RUSSIAN  ORTHODOX  CATHEDRAL  BnnW- 
more  Gardens.  London,- SW7:  1030  ptvlne 
Liturgy,  Kievan  and  traditional  polyphony.  - 
DtocSan  Bishop  Met-  Anthony. 

ALL  SAINTS.  Margaret  Street.  WL-  83.1$  LM; 
1030  MR  1 1  HM.  Mass  for  four  voices  (Byrd), 
Rev  I  Robenstun  6  E  ft  B,  The. Short  Service 
(Aytewusfl.  The  Vlcac 

ALL  SOULS,  UnRham  Place.  Wl:  ? 
Communion:  ll  Communion.  Rev  RTtne630 
carols  by  CandletighL  Rev  preb  r  Bewe*. 

THE  ASSUMPTION.  Warwick  street,  Wl:  Ll 
Mlssa  brnrls  (SCfberK  Canto:  tuba  In  Sion 
(Guerrero).  O  aacnimcnnvMum  (FarranC. 
CHELSEA  OLD  CHURCH,  SW3:  8  hC:10 
Children;  ii  m.  Hits  bis  Record  oi  John 
(Gibbons).  Rev  DrPEhy:  1L15HC;6  E,RevD 

CROWN  COURT  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 
Coveni Garden.  WCL  11.15  Revs  Hood;  630 
Rev  J  McMahon. 

THE  ORATORY.  Brampton  Road.SW7:  7.8.9. 
IQ.  1 1  Mass.  Mira  tone  bone  ny«.  Ecce 
Ddmlnus venlet  (VutortaJ? 1230,434 7  MasR . 
330  v  a  B,AveverUm  corpus  (wfrtira). 

,  RSSLEYR  CBLAPCI—Ctiy  RoarL  EC2:  9A5  HCi 
11  Annual  Ctn^ngte  Semca,  Rev  Dr.  L 
Griffiths.  ■■  7T .  ‘ 

.  WESTMINSTER  CENTRAL  HALL  (MethOdlsQ. 
swiri  i.83a  w-r-v—v. 

ST  ANNE  AND  ST  AGNES  (Laclteran)]  .Gzesbafli 
.  St  EC2:  1 1  Choral  Euch,  Rev  p  schmlwe;  7 
Lutheran  Choral  vespera,  Andreas  Fischer. 

ST  BARTHOLOMEW  THE  GREAT.  Smllbfleltf. 
ECl:9HC:  It  Choral  Euch,  Mass  fur  free  voices 

K,  Rev  D  Buroess;  630  Alma  RedemptotU 
—All  Advent  Celebration.' 

ST  BRIDES.  Fleet  street.  EC4:  n  choral  M  * 
Euch,  Jackson  In  G.  How  like  an  aitod  came  I 
down  (Drayton).  Canon  J  OateR  63u  Choral  E. 
Handeto  Mcsriah.  Cannn  J  Oates.  .  ..  , 

ST  CLEMENT  DANES:  1 1  Choral  Ml  Canterbury 
Service  (HownhO,  Rejoice  In  the. Lord  alway 
(PmceflhlWirPBuhop.  ’ 

STCOLUMBA’S-CHURCWOFSOCrECANDi  Pofaf' 
Street, SWI:  ll  Bar ProrGNewlands; 630 BevW 

calms.  - _ --  '  ■ 

ST  EniELDREDA’S,  EtePIace:  1 1 5  Mass,  Mlssa 
Octavl  Toni  (Lassus).  Dfidi  Marla  (Hassled.  Vent 
o  Saplentte  (Plalnsong). 

ST  GEORCEB;  Hanowr  Square.  Wl:  830  HCS 
Jl  5  Euch.  Collegium  Regate (HoweOsL  The  - 
Recmn 

ST  JAMESS.  Sussex  Gardens,  Wl:  8  Euch; 


CHAPEl—  etty  Road,  ECU  9A5  HCi 
ll  Chrisnnglfl  semes,  Rev  Dr-  L 


1030  S  Euch,  Darios  in  F.  This  Is  the  record  of 
John  (Gibbons).  Rest  a  Meld  rum;  6  The 
Messiah. 

ST  JAMES'S.  PkcadHty: 830  HC:  1 1 S  Euch.  Rev 
H  valentine:  5.45  EP. 

ST  LUBteS.  Chelsea,  5W3;  8  HCI 030  MP  ftHC. 
51s  Teresa:  630  E,  Thy  word  b  a  lantern 
(Purcell).  RevLMambula. 

ST  MARIOS.  Regents  Farit  Rd,  NWI:  8  HC  9AS 
Family  comm  union:  ll  S  Euch.  AudM.vocem 
de  coflo  (Tallis).  Rev  T  Jones. 

ST  MARGARETS,  Westminster,  swi:  ll  S 
Each.  Messe  Solcnellc  (Vleme).  Andlvl  vocem 
.  (Mn).  Canon  a  Haney. 

ST  MARTTN4N-1HE-FZELDS.  WC2l8HC;4A5 

•  Euch,  Rev  C  Herbert:  1130  visitors.  Kta 
HUrra-2^45  Chtoesa  Rev  g  Lee:  530  Blessing  of 
the  Crib  In  Trafalgar  Square;  630  Dating; 

ST  MARY  ABBOTS  CHURCH,  ftaasfatttae  WR 
.8. 1 230  HC: 930 Parish  Euch:  11.15  Ghoal  M. 
Ft  GeW:  630  B.  Fr  M  Fuller. 

ST  MAJO-S,  Bourne  Street,  SW):  9. 10. 7134:1 1 

-  HM.  Mass for  tour  vok«(Bynl).  FT  RFagusati; 
6  Solemn  Eft  B  Benediction. 

ST  MARYLEBONE.  Matylebone  Road,.WI:  8 
HC  1 1  Choral  Euch,  Mlssa  brevis  (Palestrina}. 
Adam  Jay  ytonnden  (Old).  RevTClarfc. 

'  ST  PAUL'S.  WQton  Place,' SWT:  B,  9‘HG'ir 
-Soteran  Euclu.  Mlssa  brevis  (Leighton), 
Erpectasti  Expecravl  (Wood),  o  thou  IbeSentral 

-  rabtWoodLRevHRushmryei;- 

ST  PETERS.  Eaton  Square.  SWI:  8.15  HC;  10 
FarnRy  Euch;  1 1  S  -Euch;  Mlssa  Salve 
intemoata  Virgo  (Tallis),  Frw  Keyes. 

.  CHAPEL  ROYAL  OF  ST  PETER  AD  VTNCULA. 

HMTriwerofCondonrO.iSHC.  Rev  Owen;  l  J  M 
.  A  Serpton.  Jubilate  (St  F«eis  ad  vincula). 

vijptee  (Byrd).  Rev  Owen. 

1  CHAPEL  ROYAL.  SI  lUHri  patens  830  KC 
yas^MP,  prepare  ye  the  way  (Wise).  Rev  R 

.  CHAPEL  ROYAJL  Ha»|itM  Corat  PBlaeft  830 
HC  (1663):  11  M  ft  Litany.  Dyson  ln  F,  Litany 
fTalfis).  530  B,  Second  Service- (Tomkins). 
Laeuntur  coeU  (Byrd). 

-  .GR0SVENFOR  CHAPEL  South  Audley  street 
'■  Wl:  8.15  HC  ll  s  Euch.  Mlssa  simile  esr 

regnum  dodorom  (victoria).  AudM  vocem  de 
^oelo  (Taverner).  RevPKMte 
QUEENS  CHAPEL  OF  THE  SAVOY.  WC2: 1 1  M, 
Te  Deum  (Harris  in  Ab).  z)on  beats  her 
watehmen  (Bach).  The  Chaplain:  1230  HC 
.  5JBS  TE8CPUE  fflUROL  Fleer  Street:  830  HC 

•  -OTO  HC.  H.I5  MP.  BenedMte  omnia  opera 

GUARDS  CHAHEL.  Wellington  Barracks,  swi: 
ii  M.  Adam  by  yboonden  (OrdL.  Vox  dlcemls 
^to&Butd  of  ihe  Scots  Guartb.  Rev  L  Bryan; 

•"  ROYAL  NAVAL  COLLEGE  CHAPEL.  Greenwich. 

-  SE10:  11  S  Each  (BCPL  Shaw.  Advent 
Respanrong(Falestrtna},ltevcFmu3i.  -  - 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


'TRAM: '0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


Jesus  said  to  (bam:  When, 
tharaforo.  a  teacher  of  Um 
law  has  become  a  Isanter  la 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  he  Is 
Uka  a  householder  who  can 
produce  from  his  store 
things  new  and  «dcL  Matthew 
13  :  52 


BIRTHS 


BEATTIE  -  On  1st  November 
1996,  to  Nicola  (aft  Moon) 
and  Eric,  our  precious 
daughter,  Ellen  Brittany 
Lake. 

BLAMJY  -  To  Ness  and  Wbi  on 
1st  December  «  1206  am  at 
Chelsea  and  Wasttalnstar 
Hospital,  e  tMnmdfn!  fbat 
child,  Tilly  Beatrice.  8 
pounds.  Love  and  thoughts 
to  Grandpa  B. 

CLARKE- OB  8th  December,  to 
Annabel  (aft  Doras)  and 
Xeixii,  a  son,  Benedict  Oliver 
Dudley. 

FAMALLAH  -  On  December ' 
3nX  at  the  Portland  Hospital, 
to  Sana  and  Mohammed,  a 
bcauHfttl  sen.  Abbas.  Irish 
him  a  happy  ntm. 

auawsT-  Boh  and  Lis  Cute 
MacRae)  are  deUghted  to 
announce  the  With  of  their 
daughter  raiktii  bumimMi  on 
26th  November  1996. 

HADFfQD  -  On  28tfa  Nosumber 
1 996,  to  Letitla  (all 
McKinney}  and  jamas,  a  son, 
Tims  lanes  Crtuaihs- 

hahspal  -  On  December  2nd, 
at  the  Rzrtland  Hospital,  to 
Beverley  (z>6e  Key>  and 
Gurlnder,  a  beautiful 
daughter,  Amelia  Tara  - 
weight  7Ha. 

ISVAN  •  On  5th  December  at 
the  Portland  Hospital,  to 
GUI  las  (all  Craig}  end 
Obmz;  a  can,  Eton  endfl. 

tDPRMO  •  On  December  3nl 
at  the  Portland  HbspitnL  to 
Kathy  and  Kevin,  a  daughter, 
OlMa  Faye.  A  tittle  sister  for 
Benjamin  Robert. 

PHULWAHI  -  On  November 
25th  at  the  Portland 
Hospital,  to  Nikita  and 
Prakmeh.  _ bee  ntlful 

8L0MAN  -  On  4th  December 
1996,  to  Xethtyn  and  Sobext 
of  Boscanodk.  ConmD,  a 
ifiBj  PMUp  HcDKy,  a 
far  Miles  and  Robert 

B GAMES  .  To  Serena  and 
Mehetes,  on  TtankagMng 
Day,  a  ttnugtu—^  Isabalte 

BOUCHAUD  -  Whh  great  Joy, 
Bus  and  Vincent  announce 
the  Urtb  of  their  daughter, 
Alexandra  Grace,  Thursday 
28th  November  1 996. 


MARRIAGES 


DEATHS 


FOR  SALE 


TRUSTEE  ACTS  ANNOUNCEMENTS 


WOUAM8  -  On  9th  lforamlMr 
to  Sally  (nft  SaDrod)  end 
P«*S,  the  rfft  of  a  beauttful 
«teuglirsr,  Snab  Jmq,  now 
home  with  9m,  special 
thanks  to  Wythenshawe 

Hospital  SCOT. 

MWM  -  N»H  mid  AacaU, 
their  second  diuktu 
fcawaantdle  Jade  Victoria,  hr 


THE  RAF  RISES  TO 
THE  CHALLENGE 


fa™  ttJS  hi  has  been  helping  RAFmatfibft^  MrMdow 
md  chftfiMlKArtig  many  tftablsd  durtno  rod  *c«  fl» 

totw.kod  toi%  wtwMrcorfcl  Rlsaa.  ■ 

Every  warappiodaiMyclQ  mfen  b  apanlla  ssstitog  saw  20000 

CHIKPlBaMhe^lMUiBtiornltowrainoaoberiBinyoteWB. 


Will  you  rise  to  the 
challenge,  too? 


Hr  iTfTTuhfrn  fiiiTirifi  i  if 

COOL  TOOL,  13635  lac  TOOLRAP  £14.95  lee 


THE  ROYAL  Afl)  FORCE  BENEVOLENT  FUND 

imTT.KrpomjwD  puce,  lohdoh  win  4*b. 


COmj&SOClAh 

,  Over  the  ChrislHias  period  tbefbDowicg 


lllh  December  at  1pm 
followed  by  private 


5S3 


TEL  0145  253  2473  (24  Has]  FAX  0181 8J21244 


5pm  on  WednradayDettmhsrl*. 

ALL  NOTICES  ARE  ACCEPTED  SUBJECT 
‘  TO  CONFIRMATION' 

Tefc0171782  7347  *"  ' 

^  Fan  0171 782  TTTS’z 


r* s 


ch^jb*) 
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Obituaries 


DENIS  JENKINSON 


PHILIPPA  SAVERY 


Denis  Jenkinson  (centre)  and  Stirling  Moss  celebrate  their  victory  in  the  1955  Mille  Miglia 


Denis  Jenkinson,  motor  racing 
authority,  sportsman  and 
journalist  died  on  November  29 
aged  75.  He  was  born  on 

December 12. 1920. 


For  half  a  century  Denis 
Jenkinson  was  an  active  and- 
highly  respected  figure  in  the 
world  of  motor  sport  Once 
aptly  described  as  “an  all-time,  one-off, 
practical  eccentric”,  he  could  count 
prong  his  legion  of  friends  m  the 
international  arena  such  leading  fig¬ 
ures  as  Juan  Fangio.  Jade  Brabham. 
Jim  Clark.  Graham  HiE  and  Stirling 
Moss. 

It  was  as  Moss'S  riding  navigator 
that  he  himself  entered  the  sporting 
history  books,  when  together  they  won 
the  now  legendary  Milk  Miglia  of 
1955.  Thanks  to  the  superb  driving  of 
Moss  and  the  meticulously  accurate, 
pre-planned  navigation  instructions  of 
the  “lion-hearted”  Jenkinson,  their 
Mercedes-Benz  SLR300  turned  in  a 
record  average  speed  of  97-S.raph.  for 
the  arduous  1,000-mtle  course. 

“Jenks",  as  he  was  almost  universal¬ 
ly  known,  had  already  established  his 
two-wheel  and  threewhed  credentials 


as  a  successful  racing  motorcyclist  and 
as  the  active  passenger  when,  in  1949, 
he  and  his  rider,  Eric  Oliver,  won  the 
Motorcycle  Sidecar  World  Champion¬ 
ship.  By  that  time  he  was  also 
contributing  regular  and  evocative 
articles  to  the  pages  of  Motor  Sport. 

Bom  at  Honor  Oak  Park  near 
Lewisham  in  south  London,  the  son  of 
a  senior  employee  of  Thomas  Cook  and 
Scuts.  Denis  Sargent  Jenkinson  re¬ 
ceived  a  sound  basic  training  in 
engineering  at  the  London  Regent 
Street  Polytechnic.  While  there  he 
acquired  also  an  acute,  specialist 
knowledge  of  all  forms  of  motoring, 
and  began  to  make  wider  use  of  die 
skill  he  had  always  shown  as  an 
inveterate  diarist 

But  by  then  he  had  already,  at  the 
age  of  18,  won  his  spurs  as  a  volunteer 
mechanic  with  the  two-litre  Alta  of  the 
Brooklands  raring  driver  (and  later 
fighter-pilot),  Rohm  Cowell 

When  war  came.  Jenkinson —just  5ft 
2b  in  tall  —  joined  the  Royal  Aircraft 
Establishment  at  Famborough  and 
quickly  found  himself  working  as  an 
engine  systems  development  engineer 
in  the  aeroengine  experimental  de¬ 
partment  There  he  worked  dose  to 


William  Boddy.  the  future  editor  of 
Motor  Sport,  and  they  formed  a 
lifelong  friendship  which' was  to  be¬ 
come  pari  of  Jenkinson**  working  life. 

With  peace,  Jenkinson  entered  seri¬ 
ous  motoring  journalism,  in  which  he 
soon  showed  that  he  was  an  acute 
judge  of  technical  as  well  as  aesthetic 
merit  and  that  he  could  submit  concise, ' 
accurate  and  often  enthralling  ac¬ 
counts  of  events  —  while  taking  every 
opportunity  to  compete  himself. 

His  work  with  Bill  Boddy  fWBT 
helped  to  build  Motor  Sport  into  the 
leading  journal  in  its  sphere,  and 
contributions  were  soon  in  demand 
from  Jenkinson  from  motor  magazines 
everywhere.  Meanwhile,  away  from 
the  motoring  scene,  he  was  living  alone 
in  a  “more  than  somewhat”  baric 
cottage  in  Hampshire.  It  was  without 
running  water  and  lit  only  by  12-volt 
car  bulbs  from  a  generator  and 
batteries  charged  by  a  Fiat  500  engine 
mounted  on  bricks  outride. 

A  small,  cheerful,  bearded  Puck-like 
figure  of  high  integrity,  he  was, 
hoy/ever,  no  recluse.  He  was  never 
short  of  girlfriends,  though  his  eccen¬ 
tric,  nomadic  lifestyle  saw  to  it  that  he 
remained  unmarried. 


Each  year  in  the  grand  prix  season 
Jenkinson  would  cover  the  successive 
events  around  Europe,  living  in  hotels 
and  driving  to  his  scenes  in  the  latest 
sports  cars,  which  served  a  double 
purpose  as  berth  means  of  transport 
and  the  subjects  of  careful  assessment 
for  an  eager  press.  In  til  of  this  the 
breadth  of  his  enthusiasms  never 
waned  —  whether  for  Brooklands. 
Mill  brook.  Goodwood,  Le  Mans,  Mon¬ 
za,  Concorde  or  the  Harrier. 

Those  pleasures  extended  to  the 
purchase  of  the  historic,  ex-Ferrari  4.4 
litre,  straight-eight  Dues en berg  car 
which,  driven  by  Whitney  Straight  in 
the  1930s.  had  lapped  Brooklands  at 
13Smph.  Jenks  found  it  lying  aban¬ 
doned  with  its  engine  removed.  He 
promptly  acquired  the  dilapidated  car 
for  E75,  traced  the  engine  elsewhere. 
.  largely  restored  them  himself  and 
returned  them  to  Brooklands  for 
safekeeping  and  display  in  file 
Brooklands  Museum  Club  House.  He 
generously  left  them  to  the  Brooklands 
Trust  in  his  will. 

After  a  stroke  in  January  of  this  year, 
Jenks  lived  out  his  last  months  at  the 
British  Motor  Industry  (BEN)  Nursing 
Horae  at  Sunninghill. 


PhiGppa  Savery, 
campaigner  for  the 
conservation  of  Bath, 
died  on  November  27 

aged  93.  She  was  born  on 
January  31. 1903. 

PHILIPPA -SAVERY  was  a 
diminutive  but  doughty  front¬ 
line  fighter  in  the  battle  for 
Bath  in  the  1960s  and  early 
1970s.  In  those  bonanza  years, 
although  masterpieces  such  as 
the  Royal  Crescent  and  Circus 
were  sate,  bulldozers  cut 
swaths  through  row  upon  row 
I  of  lesser  Georgian  gems. 

■Almosr  single-handedly  at 
first,  Savery  took  on  a  dty 
council  committed  to  compre¬ 
hensive  development  and 
which,  guided  by  an  industrial 
psychologist,  had  hired  a  chief 
planner  from  Hemel  Hemp¬ 
stead  who  felt  that  the  20th 
century  should  leave  irs  own 
mark  on  the  Woods'  achieve¬ 
ment.  So  18th-century  terraces 
were  swept  away  for  the 
inevitable  shopping  mall, 
multistorey  car  parks  and 
high-rise  flats.  Why.  argued 
the  man  from  the  New  Town, 
should  residents  of  Bath  be 
denied  the  up-to-date  delights 
of  Birmingham? 

Savery  campaigned  against 
the  planners  from  a  Georgian 
house  in  the  shadow  of  Bath 
Abbey,  where  her  cobwebbed 
devotion  to  the  past,  including 
a  preference  for  candles  and 
oil-lamps,  would  have  made 
Miss  Havisham  feel  ax  home. 
It  was  also  home  to  hundreds 
of  pigeons.  , 

She  carried  her  battle-cry  to 
save  Bath  beyond  its  bound¬ 
aries.  enlisting  Sir  John  Betje¬ 
man  among  her  allies,  and  by 
1972  the  destruction  of  a 
heritage  dty  became  a  nat¬ 
ional  issue  through  Adam 
Fergusson's  articles  in  The 
Times,  followed  by  his  book 
The  Sack  of  Bath .  with  alarm¬ 
ing  photographic  evidence 
supplied  by  Snowdon. 

Philippa  Katherine  Savery 
was  bom  of  Somerset  parents 
and  brought  up  in  Vienna  and 
Paris,  where  her  father  was  an 
actuary.  She  was  a  WAAF 
officer  in  the  Second  World 
War  and  afterwards  set  up  as 
an  antiques  dealer  in  Bath, 
where  her  grandfather  had 
lived  in  the  house  once  occu¬ 
pied  by  Beau  Nash. 

She  herself  followed  in  the 


rich  tradition  of  Bath’s 
eccentrics.  Like  a  Mrs  Tiggy- 
Winkle  in  tweeds  and  brogues 
she  bustled  about  the  dty. 
briskly  bullying  supporters, 
buttonholing  councillors  and 
developers,  organising  peti¬ 
tions  and  distributing  propa¬ 
ganda.  often  at  the  wheel  of  a 
Bullnose  Morris  she  had 
bought  in  1929. 

She  eventually  acquired  the 
whole  of  the  house  where  she 
had  rented  a  room  in  1946, 
and  finally  gave  it  to  the 
Landmark  Trust.  Here  she 
stored  artefacts  rescued  from 
the  demolition  gangs,  rook  in 
paying  guests  and  still  dab¬ 
bled  in  antiques  until  she 
rebelled  against  VAT. 

Ironically,  the  cost  of  cru¬ 
sading  left  little  cash  for 
maintaining  a  Grade  II  listed 
building.  Undaunted,  she  kept 
up  Georgian  appearances  by 
ingenious  DIY.  Metal  coat- 
hangers  could  be  benr  to 
resemble  the  scalloped  glaz¬ 
ing-bars  of  a  fanlight;  a  rubber 
ball  painted  black  replaced  the 
missing  part  of  a  iinial  on 
wrought- iron  railings. 

When  not  locked  in  combat 
with  planners,  Savery  would 
berate  owners  whose  dogs 
fouled  Abbey  Green,  pursuing 
them  with  paper  hags  and 
sometimes  a  shovel.  Or  she 
would  crusade  against  culling 
the  city's  pigeon  population, 
pleading  for  birth-control  in¬ 
stead.  She  devised  a  feed 


formula  which  she  claimed 
had  contraceptive  properties. 

But  most  of  her  half-century 
in  Bath  was  spent  trying  to 
stop  the  erosion  of  a  complete 
Georgian  dty.  If  necessary, 
she  fought  conservationists 
themselves  —  as  when  Bath 
Preservation  Trust  endorsed 
the  Buchanan  plan  for  a  traffic 
tunnel  under  the  dty.  This  was 
a  bitter  battle,  but  under  a 
fresh  chairman.  Sir  Christo¬ 
pher  Chancellor,  the  trust 
managed  a  painful  U-turn.  . 

Miss  Philippa,  as  she  was 
known  —  she  never  ma  rried  — 
was  regarded  as  affectionately 
by  her  foes  as  by  the  down- 
and-outs  whom  she  regularly 
fed  and  cared  for  in  Abbey 
Churchyard;  her  compassion 
embraced  lame  ducks  as  well 
as  pigeons. 

She  lived  to  see  the  local 
climate  change  in  favour  of 
preserving  wnat  remained  of 
Bath’s  architectural  unique¬ 
ness  and  whole  areas  at  one 
time  destined  for  destruction 
were  spared  for  posterity.  It 
was  her  determination  to  turn 
the  tide  that  inspired  others  to 
join  the  fight  and  bring  vic¬ 
tory. 

But  to  Savery  the  battle  for. 
Bath  was  never  over.  Six 
months  before  she  died,  in  a 
residential  home  after  suffer¬ 
ing  several  paralysing  strokes, 
she  told  her  niece;  “We  need  a 
national  effort  to  save  Bath.  I 
really  should  be  doing  more.” 


EDISON  DENISOV 


LYCETTE  DARSONVAL 


Edison  Denisov,  Russian  ' 
composer,  died  in  Paris 
on  November  23  aged  67. 
He  was  born  in  Tomsk  on 
April  6, 1929. 

VHEN,  towards  file  end  of 
Qirushchev’s.  reign,  Soviet 
ultural  policy  became  more 
»pen,  Edison  Denisov  was  one 
»f  the  young  composers  to  take 
id  vantage,  andso  find  himself 
welcomed  to  the  bosom  of  the 
Vestem  European  avant- 
jarde.  Pierre  Boulez  condutt- 
d  his  Lf>  soldi  des  Incas  far 
oprano  and  ensemble  in 
Jrussels  in  1966,  after  which 
lis  works  began  to  appear 
egularly  on  the  programmes 
if  modem  music  festivals. 

In  retrospect,  though,  his 
riumph  as  a  Modernist  looks 
o  have  been  due  to  a  misap- 
irchensi  on,  even  if  his  ana- 
[rammaticaJ  name  —  Edison 
f.  Denisov  —  might  have 
iredestined  him  for  a  life  as  a 
erialist  composer. 

The  12-note  series  was  al¬ 
ways  for  him  a  source  not  of 
tew  structural  thinking  but  of 
nelodic  motifs  that  would  be 
epeated  over  and  over  again 
a  mournful  descending 
ihrase  became  almost  a  per- 
anal  signature).  Even  such 
datively  early  works'  as  his ' 
orchestral  Peinture  (1970)  ex- 
ms  a  deep  continuity  with 
he  Shostakovich  tradition  of 
ragic  pathos. 

What  made  his  music  par- 
iailarly  individual  was  his 
oanbination  of  Shostakovich’s 
rrooding.  lonely  manner  with 
.  very  sensuous  orchestral 
tyle  —  a  combination  that 
ould  evoke  comparison  with 
urrealisi  painting,  and  that 
flowed  him  (occasionally 
nth  the  help  of  his  feeling*  for 


:  Gian  Bernini,  sculp- 
[es,  1598;  Allan  Cun- 
,  writer,  Keir.  Dum- 
.  1784:  Sir  Redyers* 
C,  general,  Crediton, 
W,  Sir  Joseph  Cook, 
[inister  of  Australia 
Sflverdale.  Stafford- 
jO;  Pietro  Mascagni 
Leghorn.  1S63; 
ither.  novelist,  Win- 
/Irginia.  1873;  Rudolf 
composer,  Prague. 
iart  Davis,  painter. 


Marcus  Tullius 
oman  orator  and 
,  executed,  Rirmia, 
£  Meindert  Hobbe- 
cape  painter,  Am- 
1709;  Michel  ,N  ey. 
a*  of  Napoleon'S, 
ri,  shot  for  .  high 
laris.  1815;  William 
miral,  Captain  of 


jazz)  to  respond  to  a  vein  of 
unillusioned  eroticism  in 
French  literature  from  Baude¬ 
laire  to  the  present  day. 

He  was.  indeed,  a  serious 
Francophile.  Many  *  of  his 
works,  including  his  operas 
Vicume  des  jours  after  Boris 
Vian  (1981)  and  Les  quatre 
jeunes  filles  after  Picasso 
(1986),  woe  set  to  French  texts, 
and  many  more  were  written 
for  French  musicians.  Once 
his  Western  prestige  had 
brought  him  the  liberty  to 
trawl  he  divided  his  time 
between  Paris  and  Moscow. 

Edison  Vasiyevjch  Denisov 
studied  mathematics  at 
Tomsk  University,  1946-51.- 
but  during  that  time  he  was 
already  looking  towards  a 
musical  career,  and  sent  some 
compositions  to  Shostakovich, 
who  encouraged  him  to  study 
with  Vissarion.  Shebalin  at  the 
Moscow  Conservatory. 


On  completing  his  post¬ 
graduate  studies  there  in  1959. 
he  was  appointed  to  the  staff, 
and  from  1961  he  taught 
orchestration.  His  access  to 
Western  music  and  musicians 
was  unique  at  the  conserva¬ 
tory,  and-  his  importance  as  a 
teacher  will  become  more 
evident  as  more  of  his  pupils 
gain  an  international  airing. 

His  reputation,  though,  can 
stand  on  his  compositions.  He 
wrote  music  of  all  kinds: 
operas  and  other  scores  for  the 
theatre  (including  several  for 
Yuri  Lyubimov’s  Taganka 
company),  symphonic  pieces, 
choral  works, ;  songs  and 
scenas,  chamber  music  and 
sonatas.  Although  he  pub¬ 
lished  little  before  his  mid¬ 
thirties,  he  was  prolific 
thereafter  the  list  of  his  con¬ 
certos,  for  example,  indudes 
work  for  cello'  (1972),  piano 
(1974),  flute  (1975),  violin  (1977), 


Weekend  anniversaries 


HMS  Bounty,  London,  1817; 
John-  Flaxman.  :  sculfxor, 
London.  1826;  Edward  living, 
founder  of  the  Holy  Catholic 
Apostolic  Church.  Glasgow, 
1834;  Vicomte  Ferdinand  de 
Lesseps,  promoter  of  the  Suez' 
Canal  La  Chenaie,  Belgium. ' 
1894;  Kirsten.  Flagstad,  sopra¬ 
no.  Oslo,  1962;  Thornton  Wild¬ 
er,  novelist  and  dramatist, 
New  Haven,  Connecticut. 
1975;  Robert  Graves,  poet  and 
novelist,  Deya.  Majorca,  1985:  . 
Roy  Oriason,  singer.  Nash; 
vifle,  Tennessee,  1988. 

The  Theatre  Royal,  -Covent 
Garden,  opened,  1732.  . 
William'  Pitt  the  Younger., 
aged  24,  became  the  youngest 
British  Prime  Minister,  1783. . 
Pearl  Harbor  was  bombed  by 
Japanese  aircraft;  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  Britain,  Australia  fold 
America  declared  war  cat  Ja- 
*pan.l94L  •  • 


TOMORROW 
BIRTHS:  Horace.  Quintus 
Horatius  Flaocus,  Roman 
poet,  Venusia,  southern  Italy, 
65  BC;  Mary  Queen  of  Scots, 
reigned  1542-67,  Iinlithgow, 
1542;  Queen  Christina  of  Swe¬ 
den  reigned  .'  1644-54,  Stock¬ 
holm,  1626;  Eli  Whitney, 
pioneer  of  the  cotton  gin, 
Westborough,  Massachusetts, 
1765;  Bjomstieme  Bjomson, 
novelist  and  dramatist,  Nobel 
laureate  1903,  KvDcne.  Nor¬ 
way,  1832;  Aristide  Maillol,' 
sculptor,  Banyuls-sur-Mer. 
1861;  Georges  Feydeau,  dra¬ 
matist*.  Paris,  1862;  Jean  Sibe¬ 
lius,  composer  Hameenlinn, 
Finland,  1865;  Norman  Doug¬ 
las,  essayist  and  novelist 
Thurmgen,  Austria,  1868; 
Padraic  Colum,  poet, 'Long¬ 
ford,  Co  Longford.  J881;  James 
Thurber.  humorous  writer, 
Columbus,  Ohio.  1894,-  Jim 


flute  and  oboe  (1979),  bassoon 
fold  cello  (1982),  viola  (1985). 
oboe  (1986)  and  saxophone 
(1993,  a  reworking  of  his  viola 
concerto). 

He  also  found  time  to  com¬ 
plete  the  works  of  others.  His 
version  of  Debussy^  opera 
Rodrigue  et  Chimene  was 
staged  in  Lyons  in  1993,  and 
one  of  his  last  achievements 
was  to  finish  Schubert’s  ora¬ 
torio  Lazarus.  Both  of  these 
have  been  recorded,  as  have 
many  of  his  original  works. 

Writing  so  much,  he  ran  the 
risk  of  bong  repetitious  but  he 
made,  a  virtue  of  that  potential 
fault  by  conceiving  each  work 
as  a  different  voyage  around 
the  same  objects,  among 
which  might  be  found  — 
together  with  that  downward 
phrase  —  the  D  major  chord 
and  quotations  from  Schubert. 
The  former,  one  of  whose  ap¬ 
pearances  is  as  the  goal  of  his 
Symphony  0988),  he  saw  as 
signifying  light  —  “both  real 
light  (the  sun)  and  the  colours 
of  the  lux  aetema".  As  for 
Schubert  whose  Impromptu 
in  A  flat  provides  the  subject 
for  the  finale  of  the 
viola/ saxophone  concerto, 
Denisov  revered  him,  in  terms 
which  recall  Tchaikovsky's 
veneration  of  Mozart,  as  “a 
symbol  of  music  and  of  that 
which  is  eternal  in  art”. 

Edison  Denisov  was  badly 
injured  jn  a  car  accident  two 
years  dgo  near  Moscow.  He 
had  since  undergone  a  series 
of  operations  in  Paris,  but  his 
health  had  never  recovered. 
He  is  surytved  by  his  second 
wife,  whom  he  married  in 
1987,  and  their  two  daughters, 
and  by  a  son  and  daughter 
from  an  earlier  marriage 
which  was  dissolved: 


Morrison,  singer  and  poet, 
Melbourne,  Florida,  1943. 
DEATHS:  Adriaan  Willaert, 
composer,  Venice,  1562;  John 
pym.  leader  of  the  opposition 
to  King  Charles  I,  London, 
1643;  Richard  Baxter,  Presby¬ 
terian  writer,  London  1691; 
Thomas  de  Quincey,  writer, 
Edinburgh,  1859;  Herbert 
Spencer,  philosopher,  Brigh¬ 
ton,  1903;  Gertrude  JekyU, 
gardener  and  landscape  archi¬ 
tect,  Godaiming,  Surrey.  1932; 
Simon  Maries.  Baron  Marks 
of  ‘Broughton,  retail  trade 
leader,  London,  1964;  Golds 
Meir,  Prime  Minister  of  farad 
1969-74,  Jerusalem,  1978;  John 
Lennon,  singer  and  songwrit¬ 
er,  shot,  Manhattan.  1980. 
Pope  Pius  DC  declared  the 
Dogma  of  the  Immaculate 
Conception  of  tire  Blessed 
Virgin  Mary  to  bean  Article  of 
Faith.  1854. 


*  Lycette  Darsonva], 
ballerina,  died  in  St-Ld, 
Normandy,  on  November 
1  aged  84.  She  was  born 
Alice  Perron  at 
Contances  on  Februajy 
12,1912. 

WHEN  the  BBC  recruited 
dancers  for  a  broadcast  of  The 
Sleeping  Beauty  in  January 
1952.  its  most  ambitious  tele¬ 
vision  ballet  until  then.  Lycette 
Darsonva!  was  brought  from 
Paris  to  play  the  lead.  The 
production,  by  Christian 
Simpson,  was  on  a  grand  scale 
(as  far  as  studio  facilities  then 
permitted),  with  special  effects 
by  the  silhouette  artist  Lotte 
Reininger. 

The  French  ballerina  was 
not  an  obvious  choice;  the 
Paris  Opera  then  had  only  a 
digest  version  of  the  ballet,  so 
she  had  never  danced  the  foil 
role  of  Aurora.  But  the  histori¬ 
an  C.  W.  Beaumont,  who  was 
brought  in  as  an  adviser  to  the 
production,  found  her  “a 
charming  woman  with  a  quick 
brain”  who  readily  met  all 
requirements;  and  she  was 
much  praised  in  the  part, 
Darsonval’s  career  was  an 
eventful  one.  Brought  to  Paris 
when  her  parents  moved  from 
Normandy,  she  was  persuad¬ 
ed  at  the  age  of  12  to  study 
ballet  at  the  Opera  by  some¬ 
one  who  had  seen  her  dancing 
to  a  street  organ  in  Montmar¬ 
tre.  As  soon  as  she  joined  the 
company,  her  liveliness  and 
brilliant  technique  singled  her 
out.  but  she  was  notoriously 
undisciplined.  Failing  to  get 
promotion  as  quickly  as  she 
thought  she  deserved,  she 
resigned  at  18,  married  and 
travelled  widely  in  equatorial 
Africa. 


But  once  back  in  Paris  she 
returned  to  the  ballet  studios, 
perfected  Iter  virtuosity,  won 
first  prize  in  an  international 
ballet  competition  in  Warsaw, 
and  was  soon  performing 


again,  including  tours  with  an 
emigre  Russian  company 
(where  she  danced  the  classic 
leads)  and  with  the  illustrious 
Serge  Lifar. 

Ufar.  then  ballet  director  at 


the  Opera,  persuaded  her 
back  there.  She  had  to  start 
again  at  her  oM  rank  of  Junior 
soloist,  but  within  months  she 
won  for  herself,  in  open  com¬ 
petition.  the  coveted  role  of 
Giselle  —  previously  the  pre¬ 
serve  of  Russian  guest  stars 
Olga  Spessivtseva  and  Mari¬ 
na  Semyonova. 

Thereafter  Darsonva!  en¬ 
joyed  two  decades  as  one  of  the 
company's  stars.  Speed  and 
lightness  were  her  special 
qualities,  making  her  well 
suited  to  ballets  like  Sylvia 
and  Coppelia.  But  she  also 
had  many  roles  created  for  her 
by  Lifar  (including  two  of  the 
solos  in  his  finest  work.  Suite 
en  blanc).  by  Balanchine  (the 
first  movement  of  Symphony 
in  C )  and  Albert  ' Aveltne. 
Some  of  these  roles,  too,  were 
seen  on  BBC  television. 

Her  official  farewell  was 
made  at  a  gala  in  1959,  after 
which  site  received  on  stage 
from  Andre  Malraux  (then 
Minister  of  Culture)  the  Le¬ 
gion  d*honneur.  For  two  years 
previously  she  had  also  direct¬ 
ed  the  ballet  school  of  the 
Opera,  and  went  on  to  teach  at 
the  Nice  Conservatoire. 

Darsonval  was  one  of 
France’s  most  popular  balleri¬ 
nas,  not  least  because,  in 
addition  to  her  duties  at  the 
Opera,  she  toured  regional 
towns  with  her  own  group. 
She  was  the  first  woman  to  do 
choreography  at  the  Op£ra  {La 
Nuit  venilienne  in  1939).  and 
in  1979  she  mounted  a  splen¬ 
did  revival  of  Sylvia  there.  She 
also  gave  “performance  lec¬ 
tures"  for  foe  Sorbonne  about 
three  centuries  of  dance,  and 
later  developed  this  theme  into 
a  touring  programme  for  her 
own  group. 


IRISH  FREE  STATE, 

PEACE  TERMS  IN  FULL 
(By  Our  Parliamentary  Correspondent! 

The  Irish  Agreement  will  be  submitted  to 
the  British  Parliament  for  ratification  by  hxft 
Houses  next  Wednesday . . . 

It  is  the  ratification  of  the  Agreement  with 
which  the  Government  is  immediately  con¬ 
cerned  in  summoning  Parliament  The  fram¬ 
ing  of  the  Ad  which  must  also  be  passed 
through  Parliament  will  follow  at  more 
fetsirre.  The  first  essential  after  the  Sinn  Fein 
Government  has  accepted  the  terms  of  the 
settlement,  is  dial  they  should  also  be 
accepted  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 
The  intention  in  setting  up  the  Irish  Free  State 
is  to  follow  rhe  Parliamentary  procedure 
adopted  in  1800  for  carrying  **  Union.  The 
principal  difference  muse  be  that,  whereas  in 
1800  the  primary  An  was  passed  in  die  Irish 
Parliament,  the  reverse  order  must  now  be 
followed  and  the  An  creating  the  Irish  Free 
Sate  must  originate,  and  be  passed  by  the 
British  Parliament,  and  accepted  and  worked 
by  die  Irish  Parliament.. . 

With  the  ratification  of  the  Agreement  in 
Dublin  and  in  London  the  withdrawal  of 
British  troops  from  Ireland  will  begin  at  once, 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  withdrawal  will 
have  been  comptefod  by  die  time  die 


ON  THIS  DAY 

December  7, 1921 


The  first  article  of  the  Treaty  provided  that 
Ireland  should  have  Dominion  status.  The 
Treaty  split  the  nationalists  arui  civil  war 
broke  out.  during  which  Michael  Collins  was 
killed.  The  Irish  Free  Stale  came  into 
existence  on  December  6. 1922. 

forthcoming  legislation  has  been  carried.  It  is 
evidently  the  intention  that  there  shall  be  no 
British  troops  remaining  in  the  Irish  Free 
Stare  from  the  date  when  the  Irish  Govern¬ 
ment  takes  over  the  control  of  Irish  affairs.  As 
in  the  case  of  the  Northern  Parliament,  the 
transfer  of  powers  must  occupy  a  fiaJe  time; 
but  the  first  powers  transferred  will  be  those 
of  law  and  order. 

There  was  in  Government  quarters  yes¬ 
terday  a  manifest  feeling  of  relief  and  of 
relaxation  after  months  ol  anxiety  over 
Ireland.  The  negotiations  with  Mr.  de  Valera 
began  last  July — five  months  ago — -and 


the  keen  and  detailed  negotiations  with  the 
Sinn  Fein  delegation  opened  mi  November  II. 
nearly  two  months  ago.  There  was  a  complete 
lack  of  optimism  in  the  Cabinet  when  the  last 
phase  of  the  negotiations  began.  It  is  no  secret 
that  rhe  Prime  Minister,  alter  his  encounters 
with  Mr.  de  Valera,  was  afraid  that  he  would 
be  dealing  with  idealists  and  theorists  whom 
it  would  be  impossible  ra  bring  down  to  the 
discussion  of  hard  and  concrete  political  facts. 

He  and  his  colleagues  in  the  Cabinet  made 
their  reckoning  without  a  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Michael  Collins.  The  feet  is  that  nobody  in 
this  country  did  know  Mr.  Collins.  Even 
Dublin  Castle  was  nor  aware  of  the  manner  of 
man  that  he  is,  and  ir  is  said  char  Castle 
authorities  were  so  Little  aware  of  his  identity 
that  he  could  appear  openly  in  public  without 
risk  of  being  recognized  as  the  head  of  the 
Irish  Republican  Army.  There  was  no  better 
knowledge  of  his  character  than  of  his 
physical  appearance.  In  die  negotiations,  he 
has  been  revealed  as  the  possessor  of  a  keen 
and  incisive  mind,  with  a  quick  grasp  of 
situations  and  possibilities  and,  matched 
against  three  of  the  acutest  intellects  in  the 
Government — those  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  Artomey- 
General — he  teas  held  his  own  and  main¬ 
tained  Ireland’s  cause . . . 


THE  TIMES  TODAY 


SATURDAY  DECEMBER  7 1996 


Major  loses  Commons  majority 

■  John  Major's  fragile  Commons  majority  was  wiped  out  after 
a  maverick  Tory  MP  withdrew  his  support  from  the  party, 
accusing  ministers  of  “distorting  promises”  over  hospital  care. 

Sir  John  Gorst  announced  that  ministers  should  not  expect 
his  backing  and  refused  to  commit  himself  to  keeping  the 
Conservatives  in  power  in  a  confidence  vote _ Pages  1,20,21 

Royal  Academy  in  cash  crisis 

■  The  Royal  Academy  admitted  that  it  faces  “serious  financial 

problems”  after  it  was  revealed  that  it  has  a  deficit  of  £32 
million.  Ernst  &  Young,  the  accountants  who  were  called  in  by 
the  academy’s  solicitors,  have  been  unable  to  complete  the  audit 
for  the  year  ending  September  30, 1996 _ * _ _  Pages  1 5 


Henman  hopes 

Tim  Henman  could  earn  almost 
£1  million  for  a  week’s  work  if  he 
wins  die  Grand  Slam  tennis  cup  in 
Munich.  He  plays  Boris  Becker  in 
the  semi-finals'  today  Pages  L  48 

Coroner’s  call 

A  coroner  called  for  reforms  to 
police  training  after  a  verdict  of 
accidental  death  on  a  black  bur¬ 
glary  suspect - Page  3 

Aircraft  noise 

Airlines  won  High  Court  approval 
for  a  legal  challenge  to  govern¬ 
ment  proposals  for  a  dampdown 
on  aircraft  noise  — i -  Page  4 

Cattle  cull 

Approval  for  a  targeted  cull  of 
older  cattle  aimed  at  eradicating 
“mad  cow**  disease  is  expected 
next  week _ Page  8 

Football  fans  shot 

Two  Manchester  United  support¬ 
ers  were  shot  in  Vienna  while 
celebrating  the  team's  2-0  Euro¬ 
pean  Cup  victory - - Page  9 


Marine  money 

Sea  caves  and  seals,  dolphins  and 
the  soft  coral  sea  fans  are  to  get 
better  protection  after  winning  a 
European,  grant -  Page  12 

Bomb  memorial 

Hiroshima's  atom-bomb  dome 
has  been  added  to  Unesco’s  list  of 
World  Heritage  sites,  despite 
American  objections Page  13 

Miami  vice 

Miami  is  facing  bankruptcy  after 
a  civic  scandal  in  which  its  top 
administrator  was  arrested  on  cor¬ 
ruption  charges - ! —  Page  14 

Hebron  hitch 

A  plan  for  Binyamin  Netanyahu 
and  Yassir  Arafat  to  meet  and 
finalise  a  deal  on  Hebron  hit  new 
problems - - Page  15 

French  scandal 

Magistrates  investigating  French 
political  funding  closed  in  on  the 
Gaullist  personnel  chief  and  the 
Paris  Mayor’s  wife _ Page  16 


Court  pulls  plug  on  liquid  lunch 

■  The  role  of  alcohol  in  the  modem  business  lunch  came  under 
scrutiny  after  a  television  executive  lost  his  damages  claim 
against  a  company  doctor  who  advised  that  his  drinking  habits 
barred  him  from  a  lucrative  job _ Pages  1,3 


Down  among  the  Tories:  In 

these  last  days  before  election 
year,  the  Tory  party  presents 
a  cracked  and  crumbling  lace 

to  the  nation - Page  21 

Whan  In  Rome:  The  separate 
features  of  Anglicanism  and 
Roman  Catholicism,  if  recog¬ 
nised  and  respected,  can  be  a 
force  that  strengthens  God’s 

word _ Page  21 

Mashonatand:  Four  White¬ 
hall  ways  to  look  at  a  seven- 
wicket  defeat _ Page  21 


Simon  Jenkins:  Politics  never 
stays  still.  Fbr  the  Conserva¬ 
tive  parliamentary  Parry,  a 
wait-and-see  polity  on  the 
single  currency  is  becoming 
wholly  implausible*.  Page  20 
Derwent  May:  writing  a  novel 
review  is  worse  than  writing 
a  haiku  —  it  is  like  writing  a 
bonsai  haiku ............  Page  20 


'  w  " 


kill  iwm*  a 


Up  in  the  afr:  BA  could  face  a 
monopolies  commission,  in¬ 
quiry  into  its  proposed  Amer¬ 
ican  Airlines  fink — Pagfc  25 
Hard  life:  GEC  said  the 
strung  pound  was  making 

life  difficult. . . :.Page  25 

northern  Electric:  CE  Elec¬ 
tric  raised  its  offer  for  North¬ 
ern  Electric.  Its.bid  was  once 

again  rejected _ Page  25 

Markets:  The  FT-SE  100  in¬ 
dex  dosed  88^  points  down  at 
3963.0.  Sterling’s  trade- 
weighted  index  rose  from  91.8 
to  92.0,  after  a  rise  from 
$1.6270  to  $i;64ffi  tat  a  fall 
from 1  DM2.5295  to 


Cricket:  England’s  tour  play¬ 
ers  are  trying  hard  to  get  over 

their  humiliation  by  lowly. 
Mashanaland  .  Pages  42, 48 
football:.  Leeds  .United  have 
agreed  a  £2.7million  fee  for 

John  Scales _ Pages  46-48 

Tennis:  Tim  Henman  faces 
his  toughest  test  nt  Baris 


Rugby  union:  Rob  Andrew 
may  today  play  his  last  game 
at  Twickenham,  far  the  Bar¬ 
barians  against  the  Ausua- 


Ford’S  Ka—  tacky  but  groovy 


MAGAZINE 

Do  Vn  Incarnate:  Glenn 
Close  -..Page  8 

Easy  ffetontog;  100 'best 


Food  ft  drink  on  32  pages 

Weekend 


Hoyle  hind:  Supermarket- 
divides  town  ^-Pages  1, 2 


Richard  Morrison;  Sir  De¬ 
nis  Malted  has  shaken  the 
art  worid  by  threatening 
not  to  leave  the  nation  his 
paintings  its  a  protest  The 
trouble  is,  we’ve  heard 
him  say  it  too  many  times 
before _ _.Page  19 

Trojan  hoars*:  The  RSC 
has  derided  to  play  7>oifus 
:  and  -Cresada  for  laughs. . 
The  result  is  not  so  much 
funny  as  fussy  —  Page  19 

Bead  Mato:  The  Talking 
Heads  are  reborn  as  the 
Heads,  without  their  ee- 
centric  front  man  David 
Qyrne: _ ;***~L-  Page  19 


Property:  Norfolk  Breads; 
Cfcikenwell — Pages  840 
dflinr  life,  Pets  for  aller¬ 
gic  fianffies— Page  12 


Breaking  through;  Actress 
EnrilyWatson. — .JP&geft 
SftHen-doflar  hero:  We 

meet  BlU  Gates'^JPag*  fC 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,345 

A  Ignited  edition,  1970  vintage  bottle  of  Aberlour 
in  u  "  “l t{J h  single  mail  whisky,  the  only  malt  whisky  to  have  twice 
V*  ’I  won  the  prestigious  Gold  Medal  and  Pot  Still  Trophy 

at  the  international  Wine  &  Spirit  Competition,  will 
be  given  for  the  first  five  correct  solutions  opened  next  Thursday.  Entries 
should  be  addressed  to:  The  Times .  Saturday  Crossword  Competition,  PO 
Bax 486,  Virginia  Street.  London  El  9DD.  The  winners  and  solution  will 
be  published  next  Saturday. 

Name/ Address - : — .... - - - - - - 


ACROSS 

1  Spar,  ultimately,  with  police  - 
then  produce  weapon  (7). 

5  Interrupt  attempt  to  cover  tracks 
after  reverse  (7). 

9  Other  people  with  top  cards 
overwhelmed  by  somebody  intent 
on  gain  (23.4). 

10  Record  sound  thafs  heard  (5). 

11  Stick  around  before  opening  of 
theatre's  play  (5). 

12  Prompt  use  could  be  made  of  this 
chief  (9). 

14  Return  of  youth  not  required  by 
Pan?  (14). 

17  Those  cleaning  up  joint  found 
offensive  weapons  (14). 

21  Baseball  player  in  pants  and 
jumper,  pofaaps  fl). 

23  Butterfly,  in  a  word  (5), 

24  Advertisement  thaTs  accepted  fay 
society  for  so  long  (5). 

25  Was  Captain  Singleton  initially 
made  to  oe  sail?  (9). 

26  Raise  opposing  card-layers  by  a 
fraction  of  a  pound,  originally  (7). 

27  Railwaymen  mostly  see  railway 
as  growth  area  (7). 


Solution  to  Puzzle  No  2fL339 
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DOWN 

]  The  old  sign  used  fay  these 
signallers  (6). 

2  Recall  ring-leader  -  the  game  is 
up  (7). 

3  You  and  I  will  head  south  m  a  van 
in  fearful  condition  (9)_ 

4  Evaluation  made  by  certain 
people,  in  essence  (I  I). 

5  It’s  said  some  precipitation  is 
expected  (3). 

6  Drain  installed  in  house  we 
rented  (5). 

7  One  fabulous  equine  creature,  or 
three  harnessed  together  (7). 

8  Swimmer  is  round  about  21, 
separated  (8). 

13  Belief  in  12,  possibly  (1 1). 

15  lYotic  of  couorilktr  brought  about 
storm  in  a  teacup  (3,1,5). 

16  Cloudy  picture  of  island  - 
stratus's  beginning  to  cover  the 
mteriorfS). 

J8  Posh  hat  seen  on  an  idealist  (7). 

19  Enrolled  hi  engineers,  soldiers 
start  to  suffer  regret  (7). 

20  Writer  holding  on  to  money? 


22  It  may  symbolise  me  for  a  digital 
computer  (5). 

25  Woman  who’s  succeeded  Ambas¬ 
sador  (3). 
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□  General:  England  and  Wales  vvflj 
have  an  overcast  start  with  fog  in 
many  areas.  Some  weak  sunshine  wiH 
break  through.  Drizzle  Is  Sksty  in  the 
southeast.  Winds  wfll  be  mostly  fight, 
and  ft  wiD  be  rather  cold. 

Eastern  parts  of  Scotland  and 
Northern  Ireland  wifl  have  a  bright 
morning  but  rain  wifi  spread  across, 
preceded  by  snow  on  hills.  Heavier 
spefts  are  llfely  in  the  north  and  weiL . 
It  wffl  be  quite  windy  but  wSI  greduafly 
become  milder  from  the  southwest. . 

□  London,  SE  England,  E  AngBO» 
Central  S  England,  E  Midlands: 

overcast,  patchy  drizrie.  Wind  east  or 
southeast,  mainly  light  Max8C  (46F). 

□  E  England,  W  MMtands,  SW. 
England,  S  Wales,  Central  N 
England:  sunny  inteivals  but  persis¬ 
tent  fog.  Wind  mainly  southeast,  fight 
Rather  cold.  Max  6C  (43F). 

□  Channel  Isles:  cloudy  with  rain  or 


drizzle.  Wind  east  or  southeast,  light 
or  moderate.  Max9C  [48 F). 

□  N  Wofe*,  KW  England,  Late 

Jig 

MHfK«i  BftreV  Of  MOP^  CPHrallVf 

B*itea.  bright  intervals  but. some 
pertlstent  Jog  patches.  Wind  mainly 
south,  fight  Rather  cokl.  Max  6C 
(43F). 

□  Edkaburefc  ft  Durafee.  Aber- 

afawsn 

Inland:  bright  6tert,  then  some  rah; 
snow  on  Ntol  Wind  South  or  south¬ 
west,  moefarate  or  trash.  ' Max  8C 
(4«F). 

□  HE  ffliulhwl,  Any.  NW  Scot¬ 
land,  Orirtay,  Shalfend:  ctoudy  with, 
periods  of  rain  .  . and  hill  fog.  Wind 
southerly,  strong  or  gala  Becoming 
mfid.  Max  IOC  (50F). 

□  Omteofc  -some  ram  in  tire  north. 
Otherwise,  sunny  Intervals  where  fog 
and  low  cloud  break. 


aSfpy-.Hffia*  (teMW  GUMTMy,  9C 
(48F1:  kjwisi  etty  mac  Capo  Cim,  Caernarfon, 
shea  and  MartoneoulUw.  -1C  OOP);  M 
itef**:  Cane  Wrath.  rtoManfl." OZTrfr.  N 
sisnshtea:  Ffehouant  Pen*»PfcBstJB.69hr 
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SATURDAY  DECEMBER  7  1996 


Lang  orders  two  airlines  to  surrender  168  slots  a  week  at  Heathrow 


r**\i 


Price  set  for  BA  link  to  AA 


3 


BRITISH  AIRWAYS  and 
^American  Airlines  must 
Wurreoder  168  takeoff  and 
landing  slots  a  week  at 
Heathrow  ff  they  are  to 
proceed  with  their  alliance. 

.  The  high  price  for  the  link- 
-  up  between  the  two  most 
powerful  airlines  on  the  North 
Atlantic  was  demanded  by  Ian 
Lang,  President  of  . the  Board 
of  Trade,  who  threatened  to 
refer  foe  alliance  to  the  Mo¬ 
nopolies  and  Mergers  Com¬ 
mission  if  the  airlines  fail  to 
agree  to  the  conditions.  Last 
night  BA  indicated  it  was 
ready  to  accept. 

Bob  Ayiing,  BA’s  chief  exec¬ 
utive,  said  details  of  the  pro¬ 
posals  had  already  been 


By  Harvey  Eluott,  air  correspondent 


discussed  with  foe  regulator. 
■“The  permanent,  uncondition¬ 
al  divestiture  erf  slots  is  un¬ 
precedented  and  if  done  ft 
must  be  on  the  baas  of  lair 
market  value,"  he  said.  "We 
have  always  accepted  that 
carriers  would  need  adequate 
access  to  Heathrow.  BA  has 
indicated  that  h  is  prepared  to 
. . .  assist -foe  introduction  of 
additional  competition." 

But  rival  airlines  argued 
that  the  demands  do  not  go  far 
enough  and  will  continue  to 
press  for  a  foil  referral  to  die 
MMC  Richard  Branson, 
head  of  Virgin,  said:  “The  cosy 
monopoly  that  BA  and  Ameri¬ 
can  want  to  create  will  eventu¬ 
ally  end  up  being  referred  to 


the  MMC  It  always  was 
fundamentally  anti-competi¬ 
tive  and  we  are  delighted  that 
Mr  Lang  agrees." 

United  Airlines  said  that  it 
was  no  more  than  “a  step  in 
the  right  direction"  and  fell 
short  of  achieving  proper  com¬ 
petition  at  Heathrow. 

After  studying  the  planned 
alliance  —  regarded  by  some 
as  a  near  merger  that  would 
create  a  monopoly  on  many 
key  transatlantic  routes  —  foe 
Office  of  Fair  Trading  advised 
Mr  Lang  that  foe  link  should 
be  referred  to  the  MMC.  But, 
instead,  Mr  Lang  has  asked 
the  Director-General  of  Fair 
Trading  to  “explore  whether 
his  concerns  could  be  reme¬ 


died  by  undertakings  as  an 
alternative  to  reference”. 

Mr  Lang  said  that  if  the 
planned  alliance  went  ahead 
unchecked  it  could  lead  to  a 
loss  of  competition  “particu¬ 
larly  for  time-sensitive,  mainly 
business  passengers  on  those 
routes  where  BA  and  AA 
currently  compete,  and  for  all 
passengers  between  foe  Uni¬ 
ted  Kingdom  and  the  United 
States  in  general". 

He  insisted  that  before  any 
approval  could  be  given  to 
such  a  deal  the  two  carriers 
would  have  to  giveup  168  take¬ 
off  and  landing  slots  a  week, 
with  70  released  for  the.  1997 
winter  season  plus  a  further  28 
for  tiie  following  summer. 


A  year  later  a  further  28 
slots  would  be  “leased”  to 
competing  airlines  on  a  tem¬ 
porary  basis  and  revert  bade 
once  they  had  acquired  slots 
for  themselves. 

A  number  of  other  condi¬ 
tions  were  also  laid  down, 
including  allowing  “third-par¬ 
ty"  access  to  the  two  airlines' 
frequent  flyer  programmes. 

The  168  slots  a  week  de¬ 
mand  actually  means  that 
only  12  services  a  day  would  be 
affected.  One  pair  of  slots  per 
day  would  have  to  be  handed 
to  competitors  on  the  London 
ro  Dallas  route,  and  another 
pair  on  foe  London  to  Boston 
route. 

Under  the  proposed  alliance 


foe  two  would  arrange  their 
take-off  times  to  fit  in  with 
each  other  to  create  a  regular 
service  across  the  Atlantic  and 
share  both  the  costs  and  the 
profits.  They  argue  that  this 
would  create  greater  choice  for 
passengers  throughout  Eu¬ 
rope  and  keep  both  Heathrow 
and  Britain  at  the  forefront  of 
wprld  aviation.  But  bilateral 
talks  on  the  air  service  agree¬ 
ment  between  Britain  and 
America  broke  up  yesterday 
without  agreement 
Even  if  the  two  airlines 
agree  to  abide  by  Mr  Lang's 
conditions,  they  must  still 
satisfy  the  US  Department  of 
Justice  and  the  European 
Commission. 
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WORLD  stock  markets  yester¬ 
day  plunged  alter  Alan  Green¬ 
span,  chairman  of  the  US  Fed¬ 
eral  Reserve,  issued*  wanting 
about  the  dangers  of  “irratio¬ 
nal  exuberance'*  in  pushing 
share  prices  ever  higher. 

His  remarks  in  Washington 
m  Thursday  night  triggered 
panic  selling  in  Tokyo,  Hong 
Kong,  then  London  and  contin¬ 
ental  European  markets  before 
moving  on  to  WaD  Street 

In  London  the  FT-SE  100 
index  of  leading  shares  fell 
almost  170  points  at  one  stage. 

In  New  York  the  Dow  Jones 
industrial  average  {dunged  143 
points  in  the  first  two  hours, 
but  then  recovered  smartly 
after  figures  showing  a  rise  in 
jJS  unemployment  which  al- 
■tyed  fears  of  higher  American 

At  the  dose,  the  FT-SE  had. 
'  recovered  to  a  loss  erf  882 
.points,  finishing  at  3563.  ’Rus 
was  still  the  biggest  one-day 
fell  since  October  5. 1992,  after 
sterling  had  to  leave  the  ERM. 

In  New  York,  Mr 
Greenspan’s  evident  discom¬ 
fort  with  Wall  Street's  rise  of  25 
per  cent  this  year  sparked  a  day 


of  whipsaw  trading  in  all 
leading  markets.  Stocks  and 
bonds  swung  frlto  negative 
territcay  and  hack  while  foe 
dollar  stumped  on  fears  that 
US  markets  are  heading  for  a 
Stockpiarketcrashsiiriilar  to 
thatin  1987.  Yesterday's  fall  on 
Wall  Street  followed  drops  of 
more  titan  70  points  on  Tues¬ 
day  and  Wednesday. 

“This  is  edge-of-thweat 
stuff"  said  one  US  fund 
manager.  “You  cant  stop  con¬ 
centrating  for  a  second  with 
foe  market  Hke  this,  irs  great 
if  you're  making  money  but 
terrible  if  you’re  not" 

By  mid-session.  Waff  Street 


Markets. 
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had  recovered  to.  a  loss  of 
about  60  points,  helped  by 
news  that  US  unemployment 
had  risen  to  5.4  per  cent  from 
5 2.  per  cent  proof  that  the 
economy  is  not  overheating. 

In  London,  George  Mag¬ 
nus,  chief  international  econo¬ 
mist  at  UBS.  said:  “This  wOi 
prove  to  be  a  storm  in  a  tea 
cup.  It  is  not  the  beginning  of  a 
meltdown.  Mr  Greenspan  just 
issued  a  euphoria  warning." 
London  turnover  of  726  mil¬ 
lion  shares  was  low,  suggest¬ 
ing  yesterday's  events  had 
been  more  of  a  damage  limita¬ 
tion  exercise  than  a  concerted 
seff-off.  Traders  in  London 


have  been  predicting  a  correc¬ 
tion  on  Wall  Street  for  a  while. 

.  Bob  Semple,  NalWest  Mar¬ 
ket*  UK  strategist,  said:  “ft 
does  stow  us  that  the  markets 
are  very  nervous  arid  after  a 
good,  Torig bull  run.  people  are 
begjning  to  look  for  a  correc¬ 
tion.  On  foe  evidence  to  date,  it 
could  come  from  Wall  Street" 

WaD  Street  analysts  said  the 
Fed  chairman  had  been  delib¬ 
erately  talking  the  stock  mar¬ 
ket  down  from  levels  which  he 
considered  dangerously  high. 

.  “People  are.  primed  to  sell 
and  they  were  just  looking  a 
reason,"  said  Michael  Metz, 
equity  strategist  at  Oppenhei- 
mer.  “This  tune  it  could  be  a 
significant  setback.” 

Yesterday's  wild  swings  in 
share  prices  showed  foe  un¬ 
certainty  of  investors  over 
whether  the  market's  strength 
can  be  maintained.  Mr  Green¬ 
span  said  the  Ffed  had  to  factor 
the  activity  on  stock  markets 
into  its  decisions  on  interest 
rates.  Its  policymaking  com¬ 
mittee  is  expected  to  leave 
interest  rates  unchanged 
when  it  meets  on  December  17. 

In  Germany  shares  fell  4 
per  cent  from  a  record  on 
Thursday,  but  traders  ap¬ 
peared  relatively  relaxed. 

In  France,  an  already  fragile 
stock  exchange  was  sent  into 
faSspin.  The  CAC-40  index  feU 
4  per  cent  at  the  start  of 
trading  but  recovered  a  little  to 
dose  3  per.  cent  down. 
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Brighter  still? 
The  prospects  for 
prices  in  1997 


By  Fraser  Nejlson 


ANDREW  COOK,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  William  Cook,  the 
engineering  firm,  stands  to 
receive  £15  million  in  compen¬ 
sation  if  his  company  falls  to 
the  ESS  million  hostile  bid 
from  Triplex  Lloyd,  its  rival. 

Mr  Cook  described  the  pro¬ 
spective  payoff  as  “a  pittance". 
He  said  that  he  had  no  moral 
qualms  about  his  five-year 
contract  and  did  not  regard 
El-5  million  as  sufficient  com¬ 
pensation  for  losing  control  of 
the  company  that  his  family 
founded  in  1902. 

“It’s  a  pretty  small  price  to 
pay  for  losing  your  life’s 
work,"  Mr  Code  said.  “1  don’t 
think  its  excessive  at  all." 

In  a  defence  document  is¬ 
sued  yesterday,  William  Cook 
described  foe  Triplex  Lloyd 
bid  as  “ludicrously  cheap", 
and  ignored  its  investment 
plans. 

Triplex's  offer  of  309p  a 
share  is  28  per  cent  above 
William  Cook's  pre-bid  mar¬ 
ket  value. 
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ME:  A  suitable 
case  for  a  health 
cover  payout? 


Screens  turned  red  as  traders  offloaded  stocks  and  bonds 


Investors  in 
MG  could 
get  £300m 


By  Robert  Miller 


MORE  than  90,000  Investors 
in  Morgan  GrenfrfTs  trou¬ 
bled  European  unit  trusts 
may  receive  total  compensa¬ 
tion  of  up  to  £300  million. 

Morgan  GrenfeU,  owned  by 
Deutsche  Bank,  promised 
compensation. '  when  three 
European  funds  suspended 
trading  after  alleged  irregu¬ 
larities  came  to  fight  Peter 
Young,  managerof  two  of  the 
trusts,  was  sacked  for-“gross 
misconduct"  and  is  being 
investigated  by  foe  Serious 
Fraud  Office. 

hma  the.  fond  managers* 
watchdog,  is  looking  at  the 
use  of  investor’  money  to  buy 
shares  in  illiquid  unquoted 
stocks  in  breach  of  City  rules. 

.  An  Imro  letter,  which  inves- 
tors-  have-'  sent  to  The'  Times, 
states:  “It  fa  dear  that  pay¬ 
ment  is  due  to  those  investors 
who  suffered  as  a  result  of 
these  investments . .  .  We  are 
currently  finalising  with  Mor- 
-ganGrenfidl  the  correct  meth¬ 
od  of  calculating  foe  amounts 
due  to  individual  investors 
and  tope  to  announce  foe 
mediod  Wore  Christmas."  - 


Northern  rejects 
raised  US  bid 


By  Martin  Waller 


CAJLENERGY,  foe  American 
energy  concern  bidding  for 
Northern  Electric,  has  offered 
an  olive  branch  in  the  shape  of 
a  20p-a-share  increase  in  the 
value  of  its  bid.  to  meet  an 
immediate  stern  rgection 
from  its  quarry. 

The  final  cash  offer  for 
Northern,  the  electricity  dist¬ 
ributor  covering  northeast 
England,  came  in  at  650p  a 
share,  or  '105p  cash  for  each 
preference  store,  valuing  foe 
company  at  £782  .million,  with 
CalEnergy  arguing  thax  foe 
alternative  was  a  collapse  in 
Northern’s  share  price.  How¬ 
ever, 'foe  new  terms  had  little 
impact  in  yesterdays  tumbling 
stock  market  Northern  shares 
rising  by  just  l*a  p,  to  6Q2hp. 

Analysts  are  convinced  that 
the  CalEnergy  offer  will  be 
referred  ■  to  the  Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission  lat¬ 
er  tins  month  by  fan  Lang, 
President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  on  the  advice  of  the 
Office  of  Fair  Trading. 

Hie  higher  offer  was  put 
Together  before  yesterday's 
stock  market  plunge.  Some 


analysts  had  been  looking  for 
an  increased  offer  of  about 
670p  a  share.  David  Sokol, 
chairman  of  CE  Electric,  the 
CalEnergy  vehicle  launching 
foe.  bid.  admitted  that  foe 
wcath  of  the  new  bid  had  been 
held  down  by  the  6  per  cent 
fall  in’the  value  of  foe  dollar 
since  foe  first  offer  was  made, 
at  foe  end  of  October. 

However,  he  added:  “My 
guess  is  that  it’s  a  bit: more 
than  foe  market  was  expect¬ 
ing,  but  a  bit  less  than  North¬ 
ern  was  toping  for.  What  we 
have  tried  to  do  is  to  end  the 
speculation  as  to  what's  going 
to  happen."  The  new  offer 
doses  on*  December  20. 

David  Morris,  the  Northern 
chairman,  said  the  latest  terms 
represented  an  inadequate 
premium  for  control  fiver  the 
price  at -  which  his  company 
should  be  valued  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  He  said  that  CalEnergy 
had  "ignored  the  new  informa¬ 
tion  provided,  and  it  is  stiff 
looking  to  buy  Northern  Elec¬ 
tric  on  the  cheap”. 
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Sony  aims 
to  create 
1,000  jobs 


By  Iola  Smtth 


SONY  yesterday  announced  a 
£50  million  eroansion  pro¬ 
gramme  that  will  create  1,000 
jobs  over  the  next  two  years  al 
its  South  Wales  plants  in 
Bridgend  and  Paused. 

The  Japanese  company  wiff 
introduce  a  new  production 
line  that  will  make  cathode 
ray  tubes  for  28in  and  32m 
wide  screen  televisions. 

Sony  employs  4,000  people 
in  South  Wales.  This  latest 
investment  is  foe  company's 
eighth  expansion  since  setting 
up  in  Wales  in  1973. 

Over  the  23  years.  Sony  has 
invested  £300  million  in  the 
prindpalify.  That  is  part  of 
the  £25  bffiion  spent  in  Wales 
over  foe  past  ,  ten  years  by 
inward  investors  who  have 
expanded  in  the  country. 

Sony’s  Welsh  plants  are  foe 
company's  largest  facilities  in 
Europe.  They  produce  L6  mil¬ 
lion  colour  televisions  a  year, 
2.4  million  cathode  ray  tubes 
and  800.000  display  monitors. 
Eighty-five  per  cent  of  this 

output  is  exported.  Forty  small 
and  medium  sized  Welsh 
firms  supply  Sony. 


It’s  easy  to  save  on 
your  mort ee . 

o  i  y 


•  No  arrangement  fee  •  3%  discount 

•  No  valuation  fee  •  No  legal  fees 


Move  to  Woolwich  Direct. 


3.99%  (4.0%*™) 


You'll  save  on  time  too.  You  see.  it's  easy  to  move  your  mortgage  to  Woolwich 
Direct.  Wherever  you  are,  at  home  or  at  work,  just  pick  up  the  phone  and  we'll 
give  you  a  quote  instantly  for  our  new  Fee  Saver  Hus  Mortgage.  There's  a  real 
saving  compared  with  our  standard  variable  rate  mortgage.  So  why  not  spend  a 
few  minutes  finding  out  how  much  extra  you  could  have  to  spend  each  month? 
Call  us  nciw  quoting  ref:  TV0712. 

WE'RE  STRAIGHT  DOWN  THE  LINE 

0645  75  75  75 


MOH  ■  flit  UhB  -  tdtov  S«T.  UHhrt  -  2Mpni  SM 


WOOLWICH 

DIRECT 
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GEC  takes  £160m 
charge  for 
restructuring 


GEC  the  industrial  group,  is 
to  spend  E160  million  on  a 
restructuring  programme  in 
the  first  substantial  move  by 
George  Simpson,  the  new 
chief  executive. 

Interim  results,  already  de¬ 
pressed  by  the  restructuring 
charge,  were  also  affected  by  . 
the  soaring  pound,  which  is 
hurting  GEC's  export  poten¬ 
tial.  Pre-tax  profits  fell  from 
£402 million  to  £261  million  in 
the  six  months  to  September 
30  and  earnings  per  share 
were  5„Sp,  down  from  9.1p. 

The  interim  dividend  was 
raised  from  3.1p  to  326p  and 
will  be  paid  on  March  27. 

Of  the  £160  million  to  be 
spent  on  restructuring.  £45 
million  will  go  on  imposing  up 
to  1,000  job  losses  at  AG  Pow¬ 
er  Transmission  and  Hazel- 
tine  Corporation,  two  recent 
US  acquisitions.  Improve¬ 
ments  at  existing  divisions  will 
account  for  £65  million. 

.  A  further  £50  million  is  to  be 


By  Oliver  August 

spent  on  adjusting  the  book 
values  of  two  unnamed  busi¬ 
nesses,  which  GEC  hopes  to 
sell  by  Clinstmas. 

Lord  Prior,  the  chairman, 
said  the  group  was  carrying 
out  a  fundamental  review  of 
all  aspects  of  its  activities  and 
management  structure  in  the 
wake  of  the  appointment  of 
Mr  Simpson,  who  replaced 
Lord  Wefostock,  GEC'S  driv¬ 
ing  force  for  many  years. 

Lord  .  Prior  said;  “The  recent 
strengthening  of  Sterling  is 
adding  to  the  difficulties  of 
exporting  from  the  UK  and,  if 
sustained,  will  reduce  the 
earnings,  when  expressed  in 
sterling,  of  our  overseas  busi¬ 
nesses  and  joint  ventures. 
Nevertheless,  the  group's 
record  order  book,  strong  cash 
position  and  the  excellence  of 
its  key  businesses  continue  to 

five  the  board  every  confi- 
ence  in  the  prospects  for 
growth." 

GEC  is  still  looking  for  a 


solution  to  the  change  of 
ownership  structure  at 
Framatom.  the  French  nuclear 
engineering  business  in  which 
it  has  a  50  per  cent  stake  via  a 
French  .subsidiary.  The 
French  Government  is  op¬ 
posed  to  GEC  holding  such  a 
stake.  David  Newlands,  the 
finance  director,  said  GEC 
would  insist  on  having  as 
much  management  influence 
as  passible  if  its  stake  was  to 
shrink  to  49  per  oent. 

Lord  Weinstock.  who  now 
holds  the  title  of  chairman 
emeritus,  recently  said: 
"Framatom  is  an  important 
operation  because  nuclear 
power  will  become  an  alterna¬ 
tive  again.  There  are- going  to 
be  new  nuclear  construction 
programmes  even  though 
there  are  none  at  the  moment. 
GEC  Alsthom  will  have  a 
good  card  to  play  with 
Framatom.” 
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Modest  rise 
in  output  at 
factories 

By  Janet  Bush 

BRITISH  manufacturing  in¬ 
dustry  continued  its  modest 
recovery  from  this  year’s  stag¬ 
nation  in  October,  as  firms 
enjoyed  the  fruits  of  greater 
consumer  demand. 

Manufacturing  output  grew 
by  0 .5  per  cent  compared  with 
September,  according  to  the 
Office  for  National  Statistics. 
Taking  the  last  three  months 
compared  with  the  previous 
three,  the  sector  has  grown,  by 
0.4  per  cent.  However,  since 
the  same  three  montits  a  year 
ago,  manufacturing  is  still 
only  0.1  per  cent  higher,  a 
marie  of  the  long  months  when 
firms  were  saddled  with  huge 
unwanted  stockpiles. 

Industrial,  production, 
which  includes  die  North  Sea 
and  energy  sectors,  fell  mar¬ 
ginally  by  0.1  per  cent  in 
October.  In  the  three  months 
to  October,  compared  with  the 
previous  three,  industrial  pro¬ 
duction  was  flat  but  0.7  per 
-cent  higher  than  a  year  ago. 
Oil  extraction  as  well  as 
production  of  electricity,  gas 
and  water  were  all  lower. 

The  Treasury  commented: 
The  optimism  of  recent  busi¬ 
ness  surveys  is  noW  feeding 
into  strengthening  manufac¬ 
turing  activity." 


PETER  THEVNOR 


Philip  MfDaneiL  left  QuysaEs  managing  director,  and  Chris  Wrighfc  chairman, 
yesterday  when  the  media  group  declared  a  £536  million  pre-tax  loss  in  the  year  to 
August  31  (£1  million  pre-tax  profit  previously)  and  a  2.75p  final  dividend  (same) 


Wolves  r  evives  b  eer  mar  gins 


WOLVERHAMPTON  & 
Dudley  Breweries,  which 
serves  one  of  the  cheapest 
pints  in  the  country,  revealed 
yesterday  that  it  has  been  able 
to  push  up  retail  prices  to 
restore  damaged  beer  mar¬ 
gins  (Alasdair  Murray  writes). 

The  company  announced  a 
7  per  cent  rise  in  full-year  pre¬ 
tax  profits,  before  property 
disposals,  to  '£43  million. 


Turnover  increased  85  per 
cent  to  £250  million,  while 
capital  expenditure  more  than 
doubled  to  £66  million. 

The  retail  division,  which 
includes  656  pubs,  increased 
operating  profits  16  per  cent  to 
£35  million,  achieving  a  0.4 
per  cent  rise  in  volumes.  Food 
sales  rose  17-3  per  cent  Profits 
in  the'  tenanted  division  rose 
9.5  per  cent  to  £9.1  million.  A 
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Not  different,  exceptional. 

I  promised  him  he'd 
always  get  the  best 
of  euerythmg.  Then 
me  had  to  think 
about  his  education. 
Problem.  So  I  asked 
myself:  is  your  son 
going  to  pay  for  your 
principles,  or  are  you 
milling  to  sacrifice 
your  principles  for 
your  son? 

Then  I  lound  oul 
;  about  the  tan  tree 
bartmore  Global  PEP. 
Ihere  is  no  initial 
charge  tor  inuesting 
my  lull  £0.000 
entitlement'  and  they 
don't  charge  it  I 
make  a  mithdramal 
or  close  the  plan.  I  l's 
euen  free  to  transfer 
your  existing  PEP  into 
their  PEP.*  They  haue  nine  UK 
and  international  unit  trusts 
(including  tmo  nem  ones)  that  I  can 
stuiteb  betmeen.  also  free  of  charge,  for 
hen  stockmarket  prospects  or  my 
circumstances  change. 

that's  the  difference  unth  Gartmorp:  they  don't  rely 
on  educated  guesses.  Good  ideas  are  filtered,  alternatiue  uiempoints  aired  and,  if 
necessary,  a  different  approach  is  pursued  -  regardless  of  rnhat  others  are  doing. 

Gartmore 

Call  your  Independent  Financial  Adviser  or  call  Gartmore  free  on  0800  289  536. 

Internet:  http://\v\\^G ii.oo.uk/gart more 

When  there  ;>  no  initial  charge,  rhe  diiXcrcncc  between  the  inning  and  selling  priev  of  Ur-  mvenmau  will  nut 

he  cumpluteiy  eliminated  due  to  the  market  spread  oi  the  share-  held  in  the  portfolio 
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final  dividend  of  lip  is  payable 
on  Januaiy. 31,  lifting  me  total 
payout  by  ll  per  cent  to  17p. 

David  Miller,  chairman, 
said  Wolves -would  see  the 
benefits  of  its  investment  pro¬ 
gramme  coming  through  in 
the  new  financial  year  and 
that  rising  consumer  expendi¬ 
ture  is  helping  to  boost  vol¬ 
umes  and  margins. 


City  costs 
inquiry 
averted  t 

-  By  Jason  Nissfc  . 

•.  AN  INQUIRY  into  how  the 
City  raises  money  for  com- 
parries  has  been  temporarily 
averted.  • 

..-  John  Bridgeman,  Directe-  - 

General  of  Fair  Trading,'  has 
given  the  market  up  to  four 
months*  grace  to  continue.  ;. 
cutting  the  cost  of  underwrfr-., 
me  share  issues  and  so  avoid  a  " 
referral  to  the  Monopolies  asd  k 
Mergers  <fommisson.  o  nt? 
The  move  is  a  victory 

Schraders,  the  merch^.- 

bank,  which  pur  out  to  teralj  =:: 
the  underwriting  of  a  £220.: 
minimi  rights  issue  for  Staked : 
the  hotel  group,  and  saved  4k;  - 
about  £800.000.  A  handful  m 
other  issues,  mainly  ,  byo 
Schrodersand  KlemwortBrn-. 
"son,  have  followed  suit! : 

Mr  Bridgeman  said  these 
developments  represented  toe 
first  tentative  steps  to  reform.  . 
He  added:  "In  the  absence  ot  - 
any  progress!  I  would  'not  have .  , 
hesitated  in  referring  this 
market  to  toe  Monopolies  anti 
Mdgere.Ctommissiori-^  . 

The  OFT  believes  oontih 
panics  are  .befog  overcharge*: 
by  more  than  50  per  cent  for-, 
underwriting  share  issues.  & 
the  Stakis .  case  and  subse¬ 
quent  issues,  the  cost  was. 
reduced  by  abort  11  per  cent  - 


•Available  only  on  lump  sum  Investments  of  £6,000,  or  transfers  of  £4,500  or  more,  until  end  of  1996/97  tax  year.  Yon  must  read  the  Terms  and  Conditions 

before  investing.  The  nlue  of  Uhuuuciib  and  the  Income  from  them  any  go  down  as  well  as  np  and  yoo  mjf  oot  back  the  amount  fanned.  Ikx  trett  and  rrfkfi  any  change  In  the  faturc.Tbc  walne  of  any  or  reflef  departs  on 
indJrtdinl  dmmauiXB.  If  you  haw  any  doubts  about  your  tar  position,  yon  mould  seek  pmTesstonal  advJce.TeKphooc  cafe  may  be  rcconfcd.  Issued  and  improved  by  Ganmnte  bmstmem.  limited.  Gartmott's  aitboa»c4  -nit  trust*  an: 
managed  by  Gammon?  Pund  Managers  United  Bom_CT^mBjMejgsaaed  by  MHO  and  ifac  ffcrmat  bnejanaa  Aaburtqr  and  ace  meabeg  of  the  Garmon?  soup-  Gartmore  Kmc,  16-16  Mnmmuw  area.  loodon  ECJR  SAJ 


Another  two  rail 
franchises  awarded 

THE  latest  rail  operating  franchises  were  awarded 
yesterday,  with  Prism  Rau  taking  West  Anglia  Great 
Northern  Railway  and  a  new  company.  GB  Railways, 
gaining  the  Anglia  Railways  routes.  Prism,  a  consortium  of 
:  bus  company  directors,  has  already  been  awarded  LIS 
(London.  Tilbury  and  Southend)'  Rail,  Cardiff  Railway  and 
South  Wales  and  West 

Prism  is  to  spend  £14  million  on  improving  station 
facilities,  information  systems  and  refurbishing  rolling 
stock.  The  GB  Railways  franchise  will  run  for  just  over 
seven  years.  The  company  will  receive  a  £35.9  mfllian 
subsidy  fo  the  first  year,  declining  to  £63  million  in  2003- 
04.  GB  Railways  plans  indude  E2  million  to  be  spent  an 
stations,  improved  service  frequency  and  punctuality,  and  a  ] 
new  rail-air  coach  link  between  Gslchesttr.  Essex,  aad  ‘ 
Stansted  airport  Prism's  1997-98  grant  is  £52.9  milHon. 
Thar  will  drop  to  £24.8  million  by  2003-04. 

Anderson  sentenced 

DONALD  ANDERSON,  the  former  finance  director  of 
Goldcrest  the  Brent  Waflcer  film-making  subsidiary, 
was  yesterday  sentenced  to  two  years  in.  prison. 
Anderson  was  convicted  at  Southwark  Grown  Court  oh 
Thursday  of  attempting  to  pervert  the  course  of  justice  in 
a  £39  million  cover-up.  Anderson,  who  surrendered  to 
the  Serious  Fraud  Office  in  1995  having  fled  abroad  in . 
1992,  was  also  banned  fitim  being  a  company  director 
fbr  five  years. 

Whitchurch  rights  issue 

RICHARD  THOMPSON,  deputy  chairman  of  Caspian 
-Group,  owner  of  Leeds  United  Football  Club,  has  taken 
control  of  .Whitchureh,  the  troubled  beefburger  maker  into 
which  he  injected  his  meat  interests  last  year.  Mr 
Thompson*  businesses  are  badring  a  E325  million  fund¬ 
raising  move  by  the  company,  whose  shares  have  fallen 
from  68p  when  the  deal  was  done  to  dose  at  26p  yesterday. 
The  two-for-three  rights  issue,  priced  at  25p,  is  being 
underwritten  by  Mr  Thompson  and  has  associates. 

Switch  in  share  deals 

THE  London  Stock  Exchange  yesterday  announced  that 
the  long-awaited  move  to  order-driven  electronic  trading  in 
FT-SE 100  shares  wiU  be  completed  on  October  27  next  year. 
Gavin  Casey,  chief  executive  of  the  exchange,  said  that  an 
intensive  period  of.  testing  and  full-scale  dress  rehearsals 
would  precede  the  launch.  He  said  that  a  move  to  extend 
order-driven  trading  toother  shares  will  be  considered  after 
next  October,  depending  on  market  demand.  - 

Examiner  forCityjet 

CITYJET,  the  Irish  airline  that  operates  between  London 
City  Airport  and  Dublin,  was  yesterday  given  protection 
from  its  creditors  with  the  court  appointment  of  an  interim 
examiner.  The  examiner  will  attempt  to  arrange  a  survival 
plan  for  the  insolvent  airline,  which  has  tiet  liabilities  of  £8 
million.  The  High  Court  in  Dublin  was  told  the  three-year- 
old  company  has  .more  than  a  reasonable  chance  of. 
survivaL  Gtjrjet  will  continue  to  operate  150  flights  a’week. 

Fuller  pulls  ahead 

RJU£R  SMITH  &TTJRNER,  the  breweryccanpany  based 
in  London,  achieved  a  4  per  cent  increase  in  first-half  profits 
to  £5-2  million,  before  tax  and  exceptional  items,  to  £52 
million,  in  the  six  months  to  September  28.  Turnover  rose  12 
per  cent  to  £49.4  million.  The  interim  dividend,  to  be  paid 
on  January  17,-  was  increased  6. per  cent  to  3:lp  on  me-A- 
shares  and  031p  for  B  shares.  The  A  shares  .yesterday., 
dosed  T^p  down  at  445p.  " 
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Nature  springs  a  surprise 
on  industrial  Teesside 


To  many  people.  Tees- 
side  conjures  up  vi¬ 
sions  of  smoking 
chimneys,  slag  heaps,  lime 
slurry  and  mues  of  unre¬ 
lieved  industrial  monstro¬ 
sities  bdching  waste. 

In  the  past  ten  to  IS  years, 
however,  plants,  birds  and 
animals  have  been  lured  into 
this  comer  of  .North  East 
England  and  have  thrived, 
thanks  to  initiatives  by  in¬ 
dustry  to  improve  wildlife 

conservation  in  the  area. 

Qf  all  the  industrial  giants, 
ICI  has  perhaps  best  demon¬ 
strated  die  ability  to  create 
new  environmental  assets  on 
its  land,  much  of  which  had 
been  badly  scarred  by  150 
years  of  industrialisation. 

ICI  is  one  of  Cleveland’s 
biggest  landowners  and  the 
work  it  has  done  m  the 
Teesside  area  over  the  past  15 
years  has  created  orchid 

colonies,  reed  beds,  wetlands 

populated  by  dragonflies, 
fern  breeding  grounds. 


ICI  is  a  leading  exponent  of  wildlife 
conservation,  Joanna  Pitman  finds 


woodlands,  a  seal  pro¬ 
gramme  in  the  Tees  estuary 
and.  a  badger  rehabilitation 
programme.  The  Teesside 
projects  have  led  ICI  to  set 
up  Nature  Link,  an  interna¬ 
tional  wildlife  conservation 
project  that  covers  environ¬ 
mental  work  on  land  it  owns 
in  a  dozen  countries. 

-  ICI  began  its  involvement 
with  nature. conservation  in 
die  late  1970s  when  it  leased 
Cowpen  .  Marsh,  .on  the 
banks  of  the  Tees  to  the 
Royal  Society  for  the  Protec¬ 
tion  of  Birds.  Cowpen 
Marsh  is  still  a  nature  re¬ 
serve,  although  its  manage¬ 
ment  has  been  transferred  to 
a.  committee  comprising  1CL 
the  Industry  and  Nature 
Conservation  Association 
(Inca),  and  English  Nature, 
Much  of  the  ICI  land  has 


been  designated  as  a  rite  of 
special  scientific  importance 
and  when  ICI  sets  up  new 
industrial  sites  efforts  are 
made  to  ensure  minimal 
disruption  to  wildlife. 

Take  the  proposed  brine 
extraction  wefls  on  Cowpen 
Marsh.  ICI  relies  on  the  salt 
deposits  to  produce  the  caus¬ 
tic  soda  ana  chlorine  that  go 
into  disinfectants,  solvents, 
detergents  and  plastics.  The 
deposits  are  more  than  300 
metres  betowtiie  surface  and 
ICI  will  pump  water  into  the 
boreholes  to  Gquidise  the 
underlying  salt  layer.  This  is 
then  pumped  under  the  Riv¬ 
er  Tees  to  the  company's 
manufacturing  plants. 

On  the  surface,  mean¬ 
while,  wildlife  should  contin¬ 
ue  as  normal  with  large 
numbers  oF  wildfowl  and 


Mauve  and  purple  marsh  orchids  .are  thriving  in  Id’s  brinefidds 


wading  birds  —  teal,  curfew, 
redshank,  lapwing  and  gold¬ 
en  plover  —  being  drawn  to 
the  saltmarsb  and  grazing 
marsh  of  Cowpen.  ICI  w31 
attempt  to  enhance  foe  con¬ 
servation  area  by  recreating 
pools  and  lagoons  and  con¬ 
serving  reedbeds.  Floating 
islands  have  been  built  to 
encourage  terns  to  nest. 

It  will  minimise  ground 
disturbance  by  laying  pipes  on 
the  surface  along  defined 
routes  and  putting  in  gravel 
rather  than  asphalt  roads, 
gravel  making  even  safer  nest¬ 
ing  sites  for  ringed  plovers 
than  file,  traditional  bead) 
taunts.  Engineering  work  is 
also  timed  to  prevent  distur¬ 
bance  of  the  breeding  season. 

Ken  Smith  is  a  former  ICI 
senior  ecology  adviser  who 
now  works  as  an  ecology 
consultant  for  both  ICI  and 
Inca,  foe  body  that  is  co¬ 
ordinating  an  estuary  man¬ 
agement  plan  for  the  whole 
of  the  Tees.  “We  are  expect¬ 
ing  to  end  up  with  a  rite  that 
will  be  better  for  wildlife 
when  flie  drilling  is  finished 
than  it  is  now.  We  have  used 
all  the  knowledge  accrued . 
over  years  to  make  sure  we 
do  not  detract  from  the  area's 
conservation  value  and  that 
we  add  to  it  where  possible.” 

British  Steel  Phillips  Pe¬ 
troleum,  BASF  (all  Inca 
members)  and  other  firms 
are  also  investing  in  foe 
preservation  of  wildlife  as¬ 
sets  so  that  it  will  not  be  long 
before  Teesride  will  be  more 
naturally  associated  .  with 
abundant  wildlife,  such  as 
the  carpet  of  more  than 
60000  mauve  and  purple 
marsh  orchids  that  bloom 
every  summer  on  ICTs 
North  Tees  brinefidds. 


travelling  executives  were  choosing 
{lights  which  earned  maximum  points 
rather  than  sticking  to  airlines  offering 
the  most  economic  ^l|lt 
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A  WORKING  WEEK  FOR:  LUCIANO  BENETTON 


courts  controversy 


The  courteous  head  of  Benetton  will  go  to 
great  lengths  to  promote  die  business,  even 
posing  nude.  Sarah  Onningham  reports 


WITH  HIS  - 
white  hair,-  v 
Lennon-style 
spectacles  and  cosy 
woolly  jumper, 
ursdav  I  Luciano  Benetton 
jjrScla^J  rooks  more  like  a  ge¬ 
nial  professor  than  the 
showy,  maverick  busi¬ 
nessman  of  repute. 


/  -  .  _  .wnwiuou  lcpuic. 

riis  quiet  voice  and  courteous  manner 
also  belie  his  public  image'and  make  it 
hard  ^  ls — - ?  « • 


siCifc 


t  hvorai 
aw: 


r-:h  rjgffliS 


to  imagine  him  agreeing  to  be 
d  wearing  nothing  but  his 
specs  and  a  big  smile.  But  he  did  pose  in 
.foe  nude  for  an  advertisement  force  years 
-ago,  and  he  did  h  for  the  same  reason  that 
he  does  most  things  —  to  promote  the 
.  Benetton  brand  and  so  sell  more  jumpers. 

After  all,  Benetton,  61,  has  been  selling 
■^clothes  since  he  was  14.  From  woridng  as 
a  teenager  behind  the  counter  of  someone 
.else*5  shop,  he  now-  heads  one  of  foe 
world's  leading  clothing  groups,  and  has 
built  up  an  immense  personal  fortune 
along  the  way. 

The  Benetton  group  was  bom,  natural¬ 
ly.  with  a  pullover,  made  for  him  in  foe 
•late  Fifties  by  his  sister.  Giuliana:  “She 
made  me  a  jumper  in  an  untraditional 
|  and  rather  eccentric  odour,  a  yellow,”  he 

•  recalls.  “Friends  kept  on  asking  me  whore 
I  had  bought  the  pullover.  After  three  had 

;  asked,  it  occurred  to  me  '  * 

:  that  this  was  a  market" 

>  Spotting  opportunities  in 
;the  dothing-  market  is 
:  what  he  loves  doing, 
j  Although  he  is  preri- 
'  dent  of  the  whole  group, 

;  he  spends  his  time  look¬ 
ing  after  the  clothing 
.business  and  leaves  his 
.younger  brother, 

Gilberto,  who  is  vice-  _ 

president  to  run  foe 

finances  and  the  non-dofoing  businesses, 

'  such  as  motorway  service  stations  and 
ski-equipment  manufacturing.  Another 
brother,  Carla  is  production  director, 

-  while  Giuliana  is  design  director.  A 
:  number  of  their  children  also  work  in  foe 
/company,,  based  near  Trevisa  and  evoi 
mis  mother.  Rosa,  still  lives  near  by  and 
cooks  dinner  for  hirrronce  a. week.  - 

In  spite  of  the  obvious  pitfalls-  for  a 
:  family  woridng  so  closely  together  for  so 

•  long,  he  say s  that  it  always  works  well. 

:  “As  a  family  we  have  always  been  able  to 
work  together  because  we  have  certain 
predispositions,  we  all  have  different 
interests-” 

Early  hardships  must  also  have  helped 
to  unify  the  family.  Their  father,  who  ran 
a  car-hire  business,  died  when  Luciano 
was  10.  The  Second  World  War  had  just 
ended  and  Italy's  economy  was  shattered. 
As  the  eldest  child,  Luciano  had  to  leave 
school  to  help  to  keep  food  an  the  table. 
He  remembers  those  years  as  "intense" — 
when  he  was  not  working  he  speni  his 
time  rowing  or  playing  basketball. 

That  intensity  is  something  that  even 
now.  nearly  half  a  century  on,  he  does  not 
want  to  give  up.  He  says  he  has  no 
thoughts  of  retirement  because  he  does 
not  want  to  stop  his  constant  travelling, 
which  keeps  him  out  of  Italy  at  least  half 


curly  tire  year.  “Itonm  fontidngof  quitting,”  he 
John  -.  says,  adding  with  typical  ambiguity,  “but 
wire  '■  that  doesn’t  mean  foal  there  wont  be 
more  space  for  others to  work." 

A  week  when  he  is_  hot  travelling 
overseas  will  be  split  between  days  in  foe 
beautiful  17th-century  villa  where  the 
group  Has  its  headquarters,  and  trips  to 
Rome.  Milan  and  other  places  in  Italy. 
When  overseas  he  has  long  days  visiting 
the  shops  operating  under  a  Benetton 
licence,  talking  to  potential  new  partners, 
and  sightseeing.  The  stress  of  travelling 
suffered  fay  the  average  businessman  is 
eased,  he  acknowledges,  by  making  use  of 
one  of  the  group’s  three  private  jets.  His 
latest  trip  included  Japan,  Vietnam, 
Cambodia  and  Burma.  The  company  has 
shops  in  die  first  and  the  visit  tofoe  others 
was  to  look  far  new  opportunities. 

In  sphe  of  the  politically  correct  stance 
erf  some  of  the  company^  advertisements 

—  especially  the  United  Colors  of 
Benetton  series  shouting  rows  of  smifing. 
youthful,  multiracial  faces  —  he  does  not 
let  politics  influence  derisions  on  where  to 
open  stores.  Except  in  foe  most  exception¬ 
al  circumstances  —  he  rites  South  Africa 

—  politics  are  ignored  when  it  comes  to 
making  investment  derisions. 

In  the  case  of  Bunna.  calls  by  Aung  San 
Suu  Kyi.  foe  democracy  activist,  for  an 
economic  boycott  of'  the  military-run 

_  country  do  not  bother 

him.  He  says:  “It  would 
be  impossible.  Our  relar 
tionsfop  Is  with  a  local 
businessman  who  wants 
to  do  business  with  us 
and  impext  our  products. 
It  is  independent  of 
everything  rise.”  In  other 
words,  if  there  is  a  mar¬ 
ket  for  the  dothes, 
Benetton  wants  to  be 
there.  He  says  it  was  the 


‘He  loves 
spotting 
opportunities 
in  the 
market’ 


Luciano  Benetton  says  he  has  no  thoughts  of  quitting  because  he  does  not  want  to  stop  travelling,  which  keeps  him  out  of  Italy  at  least  half  tine  year 


same  reasoning  that  led  Benetton  to  open 
in  Sarajeyo  at  the  height  of  the  fighting 
and  he  daims  he  would  have  been  equally 
happy  to  open  in  Belgrade,  but  a  trade 
embargo  made  it  out  of  the  question'. 

When  he  visits  a  new  country,  his 
concerns  are  purely  practical.  “I  want  to 
see  what  the  social  life  is,  see  whether 
there  is  a  possible  clientele.  I’m  usually 
very  pessimistic.  I  prefer  to  wait  an  extra 
year  rather  than  believe  a  very  favourable 
but  udhealistic  forecast” 

If  a  new  shop  does  not  then  work,  it  is 
usually  because  foe  choice  of  products  has 
been  wrong  for  the  local  market  he 


he  is  certainty  confident  of  the  power  of 
foe  Benetton  name.  *Tf  the  country’s 
economy  is  going  well  ,  and  there  are 
young  people,  tiiere  is  a  market  for  our 
brand.”  he  says. 

“If  you  are  going  to  a  country  for  the 
first  time,  you  have  to  have  a  well  known 
brand,  something  that  young  people,  even 
if  they  have  not  travelled,  recognise.  We 
have  always  sought  to  publicise  the 
brand..  The  dothes  themselves  can  be 
promoted  through  foe  7,000-odd  shop 
windows!"  Because  of  his  efforts  —  and 
those  of  Olrtiero  Toscaiu,  foe  Benetton 
photographer  and  publicity  guru  —  tire 
Benetton  name  is  recognised  around  the 


world  and,  he  reckons,  is  in  the  same 
league  as  Coca-Cola.  What  is  different 
about  Benetton  brand  building  has  been 
the  courting  of  controversy.  The  protests 
triggered  by  the  posters  of  new-born 
babies,  bloodstained  army  fatigues.  Aids 
victims  and  the  rest  created  foe  sort  of 
coverage  that  advertisements  alone  could 
never  muster.  When  asked  about  the 
campaigns,  he  smiles.  He  knows  foe  trick 
has  worked  once  again. 

The  advertisement  in  which  he  ap¬ 
peared  nude  had  tire  slogan  “I  want  my 
dothes  baric”  and  spearheaded  a  used- 
dothing  drive.  But  even  that  was  contro¬ 
versial  as  he  was  a  senator  at  the  time  and 
was  rebuked  for  bringing  Parliament  into 
disrepute:  His  career  in  the  Senate,  from 
1992  to  1994,  was  his  only  real  foray 
outride  the  world  of  dothing  and  not  one 
<he  remembers  fondly.  He  went  into 
politics  in  the  wake  of  the  first  wave  of  big 
corruption  cases,  known  as  tangentopolL 
“I  had  the  idea  that  it  could  be  better  to 
have  people  going  into  politics  who  did 
not  need  to  do  it  for  financial  gain.  It  was 
just  an  idea  fold  I  now  think  that 
politicians  need  to  work  at  it  full-time." 

He  says  tint  he  simply  did  not  have  the 
time  to  undertake  politics  properly,  “It 
wasn’t  foe  business  that  suffered.  / 
suffered,"  he  says.  Like  many  successful 
businessmen,  he  is  easily  bored  by 


matters  outside  his  own  business,  which 
he  finds  endlessly  fascinating.  His  private 
life,  he  says,  is  quiet  He  has  been 
separated  from  his  wife.  Maria-Teresa, 
far  more  titan  20  years  and  in  foe 
evenings  he  prefers  to 
dine  with  friends.  And 
to  relax,  he  travels. 

Even  his  interest  in 
the  group's  highly  suc¬ 
cessful  Formula  One 
racing  team  is  the 
interest  of  a  marketing 
man.  The  family  mem¬ 
ber  who  loves  the  sport 
is  his  son  and  presumed  successor, 
Alessandro,  who  also  works  with  a 
Benetton  venture  capital  outfit  21  Invest¬ 
ment  But  for  Luciano,  “Formula  One  is  a 
sport  which  is  seen  by  hundreds  of 
millions  of  people  and  so  it  is  very  good 
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advertising.  To  do  well  in  a"  high- 
technology  sport  is  good  for  a  company 
like  ours,"  he  says. 

Unlike  many  of  his  peers  in  the  Italian 
business  world  —  including  Silvio 
Berlusconi,  the  media  tycoon  who  entered 
politics  with  more  spectacular  results  — 
he  has  not  been  touched  by  tangentopoli 
He  says  the  simple  reason  for  this  is  that 
the  group  never  tendered  for  public  works 
contracts,  foe  source  of  many  a  tangente 
[bribe],  He  has.  however,  been  called  to 
stand  trial  in  March  on  charges  that  he 
was  party  to  the  fraudulent  bankruptcy  of 
the  Fiorucci  clothing  company.  He  says 
he  is  innocent  and  that  Benetton  played 
no  part  in  foe  business  for  foe  year  and  a 
half  before  it  went  bust 

Although  he  has  no  intention  of 
becoming  a  politician  again,  he  remains 
fascinated  and  infuriated  by  Italy’s  poli¬ 


tics.  “Here  in  Italy  we  have  150,000  laws. 
In  England  there  are  maybe  6.000-7.000. 
For  tiie  past  40  years,  whenever  a  group 
of  people  have  wanted  something  from 
the  politician  they  have  been  satisfied 
with  a  law  in  return  for  their  votes.  It  has 
blacked  everything  up.  1  want  a  well- 
organised  State  with  about  5JXX)  laws. 
Otherwise  it  is  like  having  indigestion: 
eventually  you  have  to  stop  eating.” 

There  maybe  high  taxes,  scandals  and 
lens  of  thousands  too  many  laws  in  Italy, 
but  Luciano  Benetton  appears  otherwise 
to  have  a  rather  charmed  existence.  As  the 
interview  wound  up,  he  said  he  was  about 
to  set  off  for  dinner  with  friends  in 
Piedmont  “It’S  foe  truffle  season."  he 
explained,  as  if  travelling  200  miles  for 
dinner  were  normal  Perhaps  for  a  man 
with  three  jets  and  a  taste  far  the  finer 
things  in  life,  it  is. 
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BTR  bucks  the  trend 
as  shares  plummet 


BTR  stood  oul  frail  the  the 
crowd  last  night  It  was  the 
only  constituent  of  the  top  100 
companies  that  make  up  the 
FT-SE 100  index  to  dose  up  on 
the  day. 

It  followed  an  upbeat  trad¬ 
ing  statement  that  any  other 
day  would  have  had  traders 
reaching  for  the  phone  to  buy 
the  shares.  As  it  was,  the 
industrial  conglomerate's  tim¬ 
ing  could  not  have  been  worse, 
coming  out  with  its  most 
positive  trading  news  in  many 
a  month  on  a  day  when  the 
rest  of  the  London  stock  mar¬ 
ket  was  being  hit  for  six. 

BTR  expects  the  second  half 
to  show  an  improvement  over 
the  first  six  months,  but  said 
that  a  strong  pound  could  hold 
back  profits.  It  finished  7p 
dearer  at  2374p.  not  a  bad 
performance  when  taking  into 
account  the  double-digit  foils 
being  registered  by  the  rest  of 
the  FT-SE  100  constituents. 

The  dramatic  losses  seen 
elsewhere  in  the  market 
stemmed  from  overnight  com¬ 
ments  by  .Alan  Greenspan, 
chairman  of  the  US  Federal 
Reserve,  about  Wall  Street's 
“irrational  exuberance”.  In 
other  words,  the  Dow  Jones 
was  too  high  and  a  correction 
was  overdue. 

His  words  sent  a  chill  down 
the  spines  of  investors  over¬ 
night  in  the  Far  East  where 
the  Nikkei  and  the  Hang  Seng 
both  fell  sharply.  It  also  set  the 
scene  for  a  sharp  markdown 
in  London  as  investors  woke 
up  to  the  fact  that  the  US 
economy  had  problems  of  its 
own  that  might  require  a  rise 
in  interest  rates. 

At  "one  stage,  the  FT-SE  100 
index  plunged  almost  170 
its  anxiously  awaiting 
/all  Street's  reaction  to  US 
employment  figures.  After  ini¬ 
tial  nervousness  that  saw  the 
Dow  Jones  industrial  average 
tumble  144  points,  share  price 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic 
rallied  as  it  transpired  those 
employment  numbers  were 
not  as  bad  as  had  been  feared. 
The  index  closed  882p  down  at 
3.963.Q,  a  foil  on  the  week  of  95 
points.  Hie  relatively  low  level 
of  turnover  that  saw  724 
million  shares  change  hands 
indicated  that  yesterday's  vol¬ 
atility  was  more  of  a  damage- 
limitation  exercise  than  a 
dramatic  sell-off. 

Blue  chips  were  the  hardest 
hit.  Losses  were  seen  in  Abbey 
National  19p  *  to  68lp, 
Barclays  Bank,  32p  to  £10.02, 
Bunnah,  2Shp  to  £10.20, 
Cadbury  Schweppes,  2\hp  to 
4864p,  EMI.  47*a p  to  £13-31. 


_ 
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BA  hit  turbulence  over  its  link-up  plans  with  American 


General  Accident,  28^  to 
706 *2 p,  GKN.  44p  to  £10.38. 
Schroders,  40p  to  £15.05, 
Unilever.  37*2  p  to  E13.724. 
and  Zeneca,  49l2p  to  £15.81  *2. 

It  was  not  the  best  day  for 
Ian  Lang,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  to  threaten  to 
refer  the  link-up  of  British 
Airways  with  American  Air¬ 
lines  to  die  Monopolies  and 
Mergers  Commission  unless 


company.  He  has  set  aside 
£160  million  for  restructuring, 
which  left  pre-tax  profits  down 
at  E261  million,  compared 
with  £402  million  last  time. 

The  sharp  overnight  foils  in 
Far  Eastern  markets  left  Stan¬ 
dard  Chartered  nursing  aloss 
of  28p  at  663p.  while  setbacks 
were  also  recorded  in  HSBG 
down-  44*2 p  at  £12.79,  and 
Cable  and  Wireless,  16p  off  at 


Keep  an  eye  on  Berisford.  the  Magnet  joinery  group,  where  bid 
talks  with  a  mystery  suitor  have  broken  down.  The  shares 
finished  lp  lower  at  138 *2  p  in  a  battered  market,  with 
speculators  looking  for  another  bidder  to  emerge.  Premark,  the 
US  group  floated  off  from  Tupperware  last  year,  is  tipped. 


point 

Wall 


suitable  undertaking  were  giv¬ 
en.  As  part  of  the  deal  BA  and 
AA  haa  to  give  up  168  take-off 
slots  at  Heathrow  Airport 
This  caused  BA  to  run  into 
turbulence,  losing  12hp  at 
579*2  p. 

GEC  feU  2p  to  363 >2  p  as 
George  Simpson,  the  new 
chief  executive,  began  to  make 
his  presence  felt  and  the  group 
also  chose  to  underline  the 
problems  posed  by  a  strong 
pound.  Mr  Simpson  is  under¬ 
taking  a  big  review  of  die 


437*2  p.  all  of  which  have 
sizeable  exposure  to  the  Pacific 
Basin. 

Northern  Electric,  a  take¬ 
over  target  dawed  back  an 
early  16p  deficit  to  end  the 
session  I*ap  firmer  at  6Q2*2p 
after  rejecting  increased  terms 
from  CE  Electric,  the  US 
power  generator.  The  US  pow¬ 
er  group  has  raised  its  offer  to 
650p  a  share,  valuing  North¬ 
ern  at  £658  million. 

The  rest  of  the  electric  sector 
lost  ground  with  the  rest  of  the 
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market  There  were  foils  for 
London,  12p  to  646*2 p.  Nat¬ 
ional  Power,  5p  to  453p, 
Northern  Ireland  Electricity, 
10*2  p  to  356p,  Scottish  Power, 
7p  to  338*2  p,and  Yorkshire 
Electricity,  6p  to  757*2  p. 

Great  Universal  Stores  con¬ 
tinued  to  lose  ground,  foiling 
26p  to  625 *2 p  on  the  back  of 
some  disappointing  figures* 
earlier  in  the  week.  In  spite  of 
last  month's  £1  billion  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  Experian.  the  US 
credit-ratmg  agency.  It 
stretches  the  foil  on  the  week 
to  58p. 

Reed  International  also 
continued  to  beat  a  hasty 
retrat,  foiling  lip  to  £10.76^ 
in  the  wake  of  the  gloomy 
trading  statement  from  Reed 
Elsevier,  the  trading  company 
it  owns  jointly  with  Elsevier, 
the  Dutch  publishing  group. 

Jarvis  lost  an  early  lead  to 
end  2p  easier  aM38p  before  the 
announcement  of  interim  fig¬ 
ures  on  Monday.  Ten  fund 
managers  made  a  visit  to  the 
group's  operations  yesterday. 

Hay  &  Robertson,  tire 
sports  and  leisurewear  group, 
marked  time  at  113p  in  a 
foiling  market  after  signing  up 
Ruud  Gullit,  player-manager 
of  Chelsea  Football  Club.  He 
has  signed  a  five-year  contract 
to  endorse  a  new  range  of 
branded  leisurewear  and  ac¬ 
cessories  to  be  called  Ruud. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  The  com¬ 
ments  from  Mr  Greenspan 
rocked  the  market,  with  losses 
among  longer  dated  coupons 
stretching  to  almost  0*2  in 
places.  It  refocused  attention 
on  the  possibility  of  another 
rise  in  domestic  interest  rates. 

The  position  was  made 
worse  by  the  news  that  Sir 
John  Gorst,  a  Tory  back¬ 
bencher.  had  resigned  the 
.  whip,  wiping  out  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  overall  majority.  But 
the  market  took  heart  from 
flat  industrial  production  in 
October  to  dose  above  the 
worst  levels  of  the  day. 

In  file  futures  pit  fife  Mart* 
series  of  the  long  gilt  ended 
down  £27ja  at  ElDB^az  as  the 
number  of  contracts  complet¬ 
ed  grew  to  124,000. 

Ln  longs.  Treasury  8  per  cent 
2015  dropped  £1*  *32  to  dose  at 
£102*  16.  while  in  shorts.  Trea¬ 
sury  8  per  cent  2000  was.five 
ticks  off  at  E1022s32- 

□  NEW  YORK:  Wall  Street 
stocks  cut  about  half  of  their 
steep  losses  after  a  wild  morn¬ 
ing  of  trading  that  saw  the 
Dow  Jones  industrial  average 
plunge  more  than  140  points. 
At  midday,  the  index  was 
dawn  57.02  points  at  6480.08. 
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GONE  are  the  days  when  a  bullish  stock 
market  was  deemed  to  be  good  news.  Alan 
Greenspan,  chairman  of  the  US  Federal 
Reserve  Board,  is  worried  that  rising  asset 
prices  could  be  inflationary  and  his  qtqsings 


an  what  prices  matter?")  sent  theNflckri  index 
into  a  nosedive.  Mowed  by  '  European 
'markets  on  Friday  morning.  His  concern  i& 
understandable.  WaU'.Streers  foil!  market 
looks  unstoppable  and  we  in  Britain  ought  to 
undteretand  how  inflation  in  capital  assets  can 
Teed  'through  to  consumer  prices  —  remort¬ 
gaging  of  houses  is  a  good  example.  . 

However,  the  concern  is  not  bricks  and . 
mortar  but  financial  assets.  US  house  prices 
are  rising,  hut  only  by  4-5  per  cent.  In  the  UK. 
they  are  enjoying  a  surge  but  after  years'  of 
stagnation,  it  hardly  represents  grounds  for  a 


panic  interest  rate  increase.  But  the  US  stock 
market  is  hardly  a  bubble;  corporate  earnings 
-.growth  is  solid,  enough  to  justify  an  average 
price  earnings  multiple  of  IS  times  for  1996 
compared  to- 15  times  m  London  where  a  spate 
of  profit  wamingsis  holding  back  prices.  V: 
.  .  Will  the  caslistoked  up  m  stocks  and  shares 
feed  an  inflationary  spiral?  In  The  US, 
personal  pensions,  the  new  4Q1K  plans,  are 
keeping  the  pot  bubbling  but  such  long-term 
■ '  money  should  not  be  a-  lever  for  consumer 
price  inflation.  And  in  the. UK,  the  institutions 
have  been'  keeping  cash  on  deposit  rather 
than  chasing  snares. 

Greenspan  fears  a  1980s  Japanese-style 
market  bubble  but  we  are  a  long  way  from 
;  thaL..  Ironically  the  weak  Tokyo  market 
suffered  worst  from  his  musings — but  access 
was  always  a  Japanese  phenomenon. 


GEC 

THE  PROSPECT  bf  George 
Simpson  at  the  bdm  of  GEC 
built  up  heady  expectations 
in  the  City,  but  since  his 
arrival  in  September,  the 
share  price  has  been  running' 
in  the  other  direction. 

This  disappointment  can¬ 
not  entirely  be  laid  at  his 
door  —  the  man  is  reported 
;  to  have  been  on  a  grand  tour 
of  Lord  Weanstodc’s  de¬ 
mesne.  Neverthdess  hopes' 
are  high  that  the  current 
"strategic  review  of  all  as¬ 
pects  of  the  group"  will 
generate  more  value  for 
shareholders  who  tire  of 
seeing  their  funds  held  on 
deposit  in  GEC  bank  ac¬ 
counts.  Yet  confidence  is  not 
unproved  by  suggestions 
that  the  new  strategy  will  not 
.  be  unveiled  until  June. 

Stiff,  positive  news  could 
wdl  emerge  before  then.  The 
recent  share  price  fall  had 


much  to  do  with  disappoint¬ 
ment  over  the  French  Gov¬ 
ernment’s  derision  to  tum 
down  Alcatel's  offer  for 
Thomson. 

Alcatel  is  G&Cs  partner  in 
GEGAlsthodi  and  the  Brit¬ 
ish  company  would  like  to  . 
mage  Marconi  with  Thom- 
son-CSF,  the  defence  elec-; 
tronics  company.  This 
week's  aboi^ium  on  the 


rival  bidder.  :  Lagard&re 
amkl  leave  the  door  slightly 
ajar  fdrGEC. 

More  certain  is  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  disposals.  Some  EL7 
billion  of  non-core  business¬ 
es  could  be  on  the  block. 
More  liquidity  increases  the 
'pressure  to.  invest  text  with 
anqile  funds  GEC  is  in  pole 
position  to  lead  a  European 

defence  combine. 


b 


MORE  CASH  ON  THE  WAY 


September 


-  October 


November 


NTT 

JAPAN  is  the  Holy  Grail  of 
the  telecommunications  in¬ 
dustry.  Asia's  wealthiest 
market  ought  to  be  a  magnet 
to  the  world's  big  phone 
companies.  Even  the  likes  of 
AT&T.  BT-MCI  and  Deut¬ 
sche  Telekom  cannot  make  a 
claim  to  global  status  without 
a  shopfront  in  Japan. 

Easier  said  than  done_The 
key  to  unlocking  Japan  has 
always  been  Nippon  Trie- 
graph  and  Telephone,  the 
world’s  largest  phone  com¬ 
pany  by  turnover.  But  the 
monolith  is  controlled  by  the 
Government  and,  therefore, 
lacks  independence  and  has 
little  flexibility.  Dragging  the 
Japanese  telecoms  market 
into  the  modem  world  by 
dismantling  NTT  has  been 
under  discussion  since  AT&T 
did  file  splits  in  the  early 
1980s.  But  nothing  has  hap¬ 
pened  and  the  latest  develop¬ 
ments  are  more  cosmetic 
than  structural  NTT  is  to  be 
broken  into  three  bits  —  two 
regional  companies  covering 


eastern  and  western  Japan 
and  a  long-distance  business 
that  will  also  offer  interna¬ 
tional  services.  But  the  re¬ 
structuring  will  not  happen 
until  1999  at  the  earliest  and 
the  trio  will  still  he  controlled 
by  the  Government  The 
status  quo  has  therefore  been 
preserved. 

-  This  is.  a  huge  disappoint¬ 
ment. to  large  American  and 
European  carriers.'  They 
wanted  NTT  broken  into 
competing  units  that  might 
exchange  a  stake  in  the 
Japanese,  market  for  a  link 
until  an  overseas  partner.  But 
the  industry  remains  a  closed 
shop.  AT&T,  BT-MCI  will 
have  to  find  open  .  doors 
ds  where  in  Asite . 

Northern  Elec 

ONE  of  the  few  shares  to  rise 
on  the  London  market  yester¬ 
day  was  Northern  Electric,  if . 
only  because  CE  Electric,  the 
US  bidder,  chose  to  increase 
its  offer  and  to  set  a  dosing 
deadline  of  December  20. 

At  least  by  then  the  Ameri¬ 


cans  should  have  heard 
whether  their  bid  will-  be  re-, 
ferred  to  the  Monopob'es. 
Commission.  Ian  Lang,  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
has  until  December  16  to  de¬ 
cide  whether  to  wave  through 
the  financially  challenged 
bidder. 

The  Americans  might  yet' 
find, a  foiling  market  serves 
Northern  up  to  them  on  a  sil¬ 
ver  platter.  They  might  also 
find  exchange  rates  working 
against  them.  Reoent  sterling 
strength  is  reckoned  to  have 
reduced  their  room  for  ma¬ 
noeuvre  by  lOp  a  share, 
against  the  650p  put  on  the 
table  yesterday  arid  the  700p'. 
offered  in  probid  talks.  '  ^ 

The  big  issue  in  this  lad  is 
gearing.  Northern  was  al¬ 
ready  in  hock  because  of  the : 
shareholder  package  par¬ 
celled  up  to  see  off  Trafalgar  ' 
almost  two  years  ago.  If  the  '/ 
bid  goes  ahead  CE  will  lye  '. 
gearedlup  186  per  cent  A  . 
thought  for  Mr  Lang  to  mull 
on  over  the  weekend. 
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3ff.  35V 
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A50  19 

51 
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ft 

ZP:  3l'i 

f-wm 
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2av 

34V 

re. 

53  50 
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31 

36V 

5V 

IZ  Iff: 

1*17* 

.*90  5 

(A 

21V 

ZIV 

ZP:  M'j 
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M3  ID 

21 

25 

V, 

IS1.  Zl 

ryxz 

390  1 

S': 

13 

re.- 

32*.  re. 

SMI. _ 

.  95D  n 

ss 

bl 

ff- 

r>  35'. 
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to 

J7 

34 

54V  62 

5mU3.ii  ^ 

so 

75 

87V 

9 

22V  28 

IWii 

m  47 

60 

27V  4ft  50 
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W)  0 

— 

— 

0 

—  - 

llinq) 
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— 

— 

0 

—  — 

Tralalgw— 

-  50  0 

— 

— 

0 

—  — 

rumn 

CO  0 

— 

— 

0 

—  — 

Zeneca.— . 

1550  Uf.  108 

— 
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I  ICO  41 

HO 

IOC, 

BP, 102V 

Series  ina  Aar  Jtd  iaa  Apr  Jot 

DAT  04  — 

430  IT, 

47V 

5? 

A 

ib  2D 

4tO  I3V 

zs 

32 

re 

3ft  4CH. 

Vnrilfunc  _ 

240  ff. 

IP: 

23 

IT: 

12  IWi 

rato'.i 

2W  2*1 

Q 

14V 

21V 

24  28 

Scries  FdbMavAue  MMavArer 

emu  Met. 

431  rev 

29 

3b 

12V 

18  2SV 

HJS 

■m  4 

UTi 

IB*.- 

39":  43  ft 

Ladbrote—  2D0  isv 

Iff: 

22-i 

ft 

V:  re, 

raoffji 

220  3 

10 

I) 

Ift 

14  21 

urn  buc _ 

200  11 

14 

IB 

ft 

1J  l-T; 

P3W-1 

27D  4 

OV 

10 

re 

26>i  a 

Dram  herb.  rwoToe  wT^CaftaOBTS 
P*®  33421  FTSECalt  14721  Put  15072 
‘Uadctl^af  sccaiBy  price. 


Serin  Jan  Apr 

Jnl  Ju  Apr 

Jnl 

BAA - 

460  23  3b 

44V 

4V 

Il’i 

17V 

rre*'j 

SCO 

4',  lb 

zr, 

re1: 

32 

UV 

Thamvj  w_ 

59J 

30  4u 

55 

5 

15 

28 

M7I| 

W 

ft  re 

29 

31V 

UV 

UV 
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S» 
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l* 
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17 
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85 

re 

45V 

54 
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Iff: 
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37 

4AV 
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V: 

12 

16 
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32 

36 
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P, 
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WO 
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J4 

40V 
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HO 
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— 

4 
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— 

— 
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17 
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14 
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s 
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re 
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ft 
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46 
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II 
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» 
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42 
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B 

10 
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22 
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B 
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— 

— 

— 

unq 
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— 

— 

— 

— 
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M» 
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Jun 
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II 

4 
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re 
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5SV 

J7 
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9bV 
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~ 

215  - 
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ltd 
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23 
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— 
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40DOO 
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3900 
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9022X1 
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3879X) 

3974X) 

2337 
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Dec  ft  _ 

4166X7 

0 

Pimrnu  open  intemt  53» 

Mar  97  „ 

44163) 

0 

Three  Month  Sterling 

Dec  96  _ 

93JSO 

93A4 

9X59 

91»| 

16287 
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Mar  97  _ 

9JJS 

9X44 

93JS 

9X90 

32805 

Jun  97 

93XJ4 

93.14 

9JXH 

93X19 
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ffJ.4J 

99.43 
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Jun  97  _ 
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99J1 

99J3 
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<*477 
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96.76 

23289 
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Dec  9b  _ 
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M»2S 
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ire.ii 
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3 
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Euro  Swiss  Franc 

Dec  96  _ 

97J1 

VTM 

97  JO 

97 J2 

.  3247 

Previous  open  Interest  88356 

Mar  97- 

97*1 

97.92 

9754 

97.90 

MG 

Italian  Govmi  Bond 

Mar  93  _ 

12780 

UOJO 
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Previous  open  inioesc  87472 
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0 
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1  mth 

2  mth 

3  mth 

t  ndh 

LZmfit 

Prime  Bank  Bilb  (Drip 

b-5-« 

b1^! 

Interbank: 

6V61.. 

Ifirb’i, 

Vc-tfkt 

6V6',» 

Overnight  open  SV.  dose  5V . 

- 

Load  AsaStsocfty  Dtps: 

6 

nu 

a*. 

V, 

6*. 

SHrfingCDs: 

Dollar  CDs 

ft-A'u 

b’n-ft'o 

5.51 

o/a 

5-46 

U2 

5.72 

BubSag  Society  CDr 

AW. 

6<r«. 

VwV. 

bfrVm 

.  yrf*0 

TREASURY  BILLS:  Applcu:  L905m  alloocd:  £JOOm;  teds:  1 98.43%  received:  81%; 
Last  week:  £98.97*  recelsetl!  05%:  mt  rate:  Mu37736i  East  wfcEh.1328*;  Next  week: 

L20Qm. 

.v^ 

t.\ 

Ctkmixy 

7dgy 

f  mb 

3«ttt 
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MW  Kate  far  December  6  Range 


Amsterdam. - 

Brussels. 


Vienna 


Zurich. 


SoarasEirtd 


2A2B9-2JM34 

51.QI04ZJ50 

964(104.7030 

OWM.WI 

ZJW8-2.533? 
Z54J5-ZSWJ4 
ZI1IB-ZI3J6 
24918-25056 
22180-12423 
16352- 1 6446 
10.532-10604 
861OV15U0 

IIJ378-M.I57 

183A2-I85J6 

I7,72>I7630 

11324-21483 


Owe 

2-3345-26374 

5207V52.156 

V6U1-66023 
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25274-2530! 
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2I289-2I3.I9 
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22-3MS 
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I64I2-I64Z2  a825062SprOi2»a?t7pr 
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ZV2Vbr 
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Australia 


Australia  dollar 
Bahrain  dinar 
Brazil  real* 

China  yuan 

CVpros  pound -  0.75BS-0L7685 

Finland  markka — _ _ _  7.485-7601 


Greece drachma 
Hong  Kong  dollar  , 
India  rupee  .... : .. 
Indonesia  rupiah  .. 
Kuwait  dinar  KD 


— -  3456-4020 
127353427424 
5B-2I-5S.I7 


3824.0-3847.6 
„  0487-0447 


MaJajnda  rtogrtr - 4.J5Q24.I544 

New  zealandaoDar - 26413-23444 


Pakistan  nr 


Saudi  Arabia  rival  _ 

Singapore  dollar  2J0S>2-3083 

S  Africa  rand  (com) _ _  76Z27.724 

DAE  dirham  - - — - S.47S«xm 

BardapM  Bank  GTS  •  Uoyds  Bank 


_  65.40  Buy 
5.422MXM6S 


31  2700 

AS  DA  Up  13600 
Ahijer  Ntl  4XX» 
Allied  Dom  SJTO 
Argos  541 
AB  Foods 
BAA  2530 

BATInds  4,100 
BOC  UOQ 

BE  ...  8.900 
BSkyB  5000 

BTR  .  22600 

BT  .  3H100 

Bk  Of  Sc«  2000 
Bardogrs  «v30O 
Bass-  7600 
HtoeCbtte  1.709 
Boots  2500 
BAr  1.400 

BA  3.100 

Bxil  Gas  6,400 
Brit  Steel  7XSB 
BurmahCsd  625 
Barton  -  6330 
Cable  Wire  10400 
Cadbury  2000 
CarftonCrra  6300 
Cm  Hotel  &MD- 
COOttaUlds  994  . 
Ptaans  2900 
EMI  ■  -  2600 . 

ErueiprOn  12D0 

GEN  1600 
GRE  4600 

GDS  5JD0 

Gen  Acc  2300 

Gen  Elec  7200- 

Gkxo  Wdl  hSCO 
Granada  2Mf 
Grand  Met  5300 
Guinness  5600 
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IO 

Imp  Tob 
Kingfisher  3,700 
LASMO  1,400 
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9J3W 
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3600. 


UopdfTCB  8,900 
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Marks  Spr  5,700 
NBfWM  Bk  4JOO 
Max  Grid  2400 
m  rewer  -&400 
Next  2600 
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P*0  2700 

Pearson  2300 
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PoweiGen  1,800 
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BMC  32 5 

MX  WOO 

Halftrack  3300 
Rank  Group  2500 
KecKtttCo]  1300 
Redland  1300 
Reed  inti  2400 
KcntokU  5.400 
Reuten  ’  4300 
Rolls  Royce  2000 
Royal  ft  Sun  9X00 
Royal  Bk  Set  2400 
Stfxmy  Xb 00 

Sahntnuy  16U 
Sctuoden  247 
Scot  ft  New  1600 
Scot  Power  2300 
Svm  Trent  1.400 
Shell  Trans  5300 
Sfetw  3300 
SmC  Bcfa  6500 
SrobhNpb  4,100 
Smlfis  inds .  .417 
SMOWIM  4200 
TIGp  436 
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Tesco  4900 
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Old  News  796 
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A  timely 
warning  on 
capital  gains 


prices  set 
to 

fuse  in  1997? 


Experts  now  believe 
tnat  house  prices  will 
rise  by  7  per  cent  next 
year.  The  statistics 
are  becoming  reminiscent  of 
the  Eighties  property  boom, 
with  some  predicting  that  the 
market  will  follow  the  same 
“boom  and  bust"  pattern. 

Steve  Bell,  chief  economist 
at  Morgan  Grenfell,  is  one  of 
the  pessimists.  Mr  Bell's  past 
record  of  property  market 
predictions  is  good.  He  can 
claim  to  have  been  the  first  to 
forecast  the  effect  of  the  ending 
of  double  mortgage  tax  relief 
in  August  1988  which  fuelled 
the  scramble  for  homes  that 
year.  Soon  afterwards,  prices 
climbed  by  around  34  per  cent 
a  year,  with  one-year  rises  of 
70  per  cent  in  some  areas. 

Mr  Bell  believes  that  the 
house  prices  could  begin  to  get 
out  of  control  next  year.  It  is 
•yxpected  that  the  current  re¬ 
gional  variations  will  continue 
in  the  new  year,  with  the  South 
and  especially  London  experi¬ 
encing  the  biggest  rises  and 
Yorkshire  and  East  Anglia 
showing  virtually  no  price 
increases  at  alL 
David  Gilchrist,  Halifax 
general  manager,  .said: 
“House  prices  in  Greater 
London  are  suffering  from 
double-digit  inflation."  House 
prices  rose  by  10.1  per  cent  bn 
average  with  some  parts  of  the 
capital  showing  even  larger 
increases,  according  to  the 
Land  Registry.  Prices  in 
Hampstead  have  risen  by  13 
per  cent  this  year,  in  Kingston 
by  10  per  cent,  while  prices  in 
Pimlico  and  Blackheath  have 
risen  by  2  per  cent 
In  the  South  East  as  a 
whole,  house  price  inflation 
readied  about  8per  cent  in  the 
third  quarter-  However,  in 
East  Anglia  house  price  infla¬ 
tion  readied  only  2  per  cent 
*  Mr  Gilchrist  said:  “East 
Anglia  is  a  bit  of  a  puzzle,  but  it 
rose  very  sharply  during  the 
previous  house-price  boom.” 

Mr  Bell  believes  that  these 
differences  arise  from  econom¬ 
ic  factors.  Prices  in  southern 
England  are  being  buoyed  by 
wage  increases  and  rising 
employment.  These  improve¬ 
ments  have  yet  to  spread  to 
some  areas  of  the  North.  He 
said:  "The  South  is  further 
down  the  economic  cyde  than 
the  North,  unemployment  is 
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lower  and  wage  rises  have 
been  higher.  House  prices 
rises  are  linked  to  wage  rises." 

London  prices  are,  m  partic¬ 
ular,  being  supported  by  large 
City  bonuses.  Late  last  month 
one  '  prospective  purchaser 
found  himself  gazumped  by 
another  buyer  willing  to  pay 
£90,000  more  for  a  large 
Chiswick  family  house.  Na¬ 
tionally,  certain  other  types  of 
property  are  not.  so  sought 
after  and  little  improvement  is 
expected  next  year. 

|  or  example;  many  for¬ 
mer  council  tenants 
who  bought  their  flats 
under  the  righfcto-buy 
legislation  have  found  their 
homes  are  virtually  unsale¬ 
able  because  societies  refuse  to 
lend  against  certain  types  of 
property.  Another  hindrance 
to  a  return  to  the  booming 
house  prices  of  the  late  Eight¬ 
ies  is  the  fact  that'  about 
800,000  homeowners  still 
have  loans  that  are  bigger 
than  their  property's  value. 

Each  1  per  cent  rise  in  house 
prices  lifts  100,000  people  out 
of  the  negative-equity  trap,  It 
would  take  an  8  per  cent  rise  to 
dear  everyone  out  entirely,  in 
spite  of  the  Chancellor’s  confi¬ 
dence  at  the  time  of  last 
month’s  Budget  He  said:  "I 
hope  that  negative  equity  can 
soon  be  consigned  to  the 
economic  history  books.  The 
housing  recovery  is  firmly 
established." 

This  year,  prices  will  have 
risen  by  an  average  7  per  cent 
according  to  the  Halifax 
Building  Sodety,  the  largest 
rise  for  four  years,  but  well 


below  the  13  per  cent  level 
reached  in  1989.  Prices  rase  for 
the  fifth  month  in  succession 
in  November.  This  one-month 
rise  of  0.5  per  cent  is  less  than 
a  third  of  October's  unprece¬ 
dented  rise  of  1.7  per  cent 

At  tile  beginning  of  this 
year,  both  The  Nationwide  and 
the  Halifax  were  predicting 
that  prices  would  rise  by  5  per 
cent  Both  have  now  uprated 
their  forecasts  to  7  per  cent, 
maintaining  their  record  of 
fallibility  on  this  issue. 

Mr  Gilchrist  believes  that 
the  small  increase  in  interest 
rates  instigated  by  some  lend¬ 
ers  after  the  base-rate  change 
six  weeks  ago  will  not  have  a 
strong  effect.  “This  is  a  real 
recovery."  Northern  Rock, 
Coventry  and  Abbey  National 
all  raised  their  rates  last  week. 

Abbey  and  Coventry  in¬ 
creased  their  variable  rate  by 
0.25  per  cent,  while  Northern 
Rock  wenl  up  0.5  per  cent  The 
latter  increased  its  rates  by 
double  the  base-rate  rise 
because  it  felt  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  was  sure  to  raise  rales 
after  next  week's  meeting  be¬ 
tween  the  Chancellor  and 
Bank  of  England.  Abbey’s  rate 
now  stands  at  7-29  per  cent  for 
those  with  loans  of  under 
£60.000,  and  724  per  cent  for 
those  with  loans  of  over 
£60,000.  Northern  Rock’s  rate 
is  7.49  per  cent  while  Coven¬ 
try's  rate  is  725  per  cent. 

Mortgage  brokers  believe 
that  those  considering  taking 
out  a  mortgage  should  look  at 
a  five-year  capped  or  fixed-rate 
loan.  They  think  that  while 
these  loans  have  interest  rates 
above  the  current  rate,  they 
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The  Halifax  Building  Society, 
which  is  planning  to  become 
a  bank,  acted  to  reassure 
savers  and  borrowers  yesterday 
after  some  qualifying  members 
received  letters  telling  them  their 
balances  were  too  low  to  merit  a 
payout  of  free  shares  (Marianne 
Curphey  writes). 

The  society,  which  intends  to  float 
on  the  stock  market  next  June,  said 
members  with  several  accounts 
might  receive  more  than  one  letter, 
despite  efforts  to  “deduplicate"  cus¬ 
tomers'  records. 

A  Halifax  Building  Society 
spokesman  said:  “Some  members 
have  a  number  of  accounts  in 
slightly  different  names  and  we 
want  to  make  sure  that  we  contact 
everybody.  We  are  sending  out  13 
million  letters  and  some  of  them 
will  go  to  the  same  house.  If  people 
who  know  they  qualify  have  not 
received  a  letter  by  Wednesday, 
they  should  contact  their  local 
branch  or  the  general  freephone 
number." 

The  society  is  sending  out  letters 
to  clarify  individuals’  eligibility  for 
the  free  shares  in  the  £10  billion 
conversion.  The  spokesman  said: 
“We  want  people  to  check  their 
details  now,  while  there  is  time  to 
sort  things  out  We  need  to  ensure 
that  the  information  is  correct 
before  we  start  sending  out  transfer, 
documents  and  voting  papers  for 
the  conversion  " 

Details  of  the  conversion  will 
arrive  at  qualifying  members' 
homes  next  month. 

The  Halifax  Building  Society 
freephone  number  is  0800  S88S44. 
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represent  a  good  deal  because 
rales  are  almost  certain  to  rise 
—  they  are  already  doing  so. 

Capped  rates  are  where  the 
interest  rates  are  guaranteed 
not  to  go  up  above  a  certain 
amount  John  Charcot  recom¬ 
mends  a  five-year  capped  rate 
of  7.9  per  cent  from  Coventry 
and  a  four-year  7.95  per  cent 
capped  rare  from  the  Skipron. 

However,  the  prospect  of  a 
general  election  means  de¬ 
mand  for  houses  could  start  to 
flatten  next  spring,  according 
to  Kevin  Cammack.  an  analyst 
with  Merrill  Lynch.  There  are 
.still  fears  that  a  socialist 
government  will  tax  the  rich 
and  put  up  interest  rates,  both 
of  which  will  affect  the 
affordability  of  homes. 

Rob  Thomas,  analyst  with 
UBS,  says  Labour  has  re¬ 
versed  its  plans  to  abolish 
mongage  interest  tax  relief 
which,  although  now  worth 
lirde  in  cash  terms,  is  still 
psychologically  important  to 
prospective  buyers. 


No  exuberance  over  Gas 


mal  exuberance  is  in  the  eye  of. 
leholder.  If  the  average  grey- 
1  says  young  folks  are  overdo- 
at  is  sour  grapes.  A  week  ago* 
iffiths.  chartist  at  HSBC  James 
nn pared  Wall  Street  to  Old 
vr.  “Against  all  effort,  reason 
;  the  flow  just  goes  on."  It  is 
tn/hen  the  chairman  of  the  Fed- 
rve  Board,  chief  lock-keeper  on 
i  River,  raps  market  traders  ■ 
oiuckles.  . 

reenspan  is  famously  mscnita- 
aware  that  screenwatehers 
his  every  nuance.  When  he 
ublidy  late  on  Thursday  that 
crashes  need  not  be  sucha  bad 
would  not  be  shocked  and  hor- 
jen  markets  reacted.  Green- 
ists  deduced  that  he  wanted  to 
ting  interest  rates  up  but  was 
scd  by  inflation  in  financial 
ind  wanted  to  talk  prices  down, 
accident  of  global  markets, 
s  got  the  message  firsL  They, 
inclined  to  caB  the  great  man’s 
ders  went  om  for  Jippex  for 
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lunch.  Tokyo,  Hong  Kong 
had  caught  a  cold  before 
sneezed.  AS  argued  here  a 
speculators  have  managed 
[ability  back  into  financial 
nned  traders  will  want  to 
litis  worth..  - 

aside,  however,  you  could 
ise  London  .of  irrational 
Ax  Thursday’s  close,  the  FT- 
as  up  10  per  cent  in  1996, 
itfi  a  25  per  cent  rise  In  New 
Jones  average.  One  crucial 


reason  is  that  the  index  of  top  British 
companies  contains  a  large  pack  of 
dogs.  Two  of  the  mangiest  barked  this 
week.  Hanson  is  hamvay  through  a 
metamorphosis  to  which  tt  is  commit¬ 
ted.  British  Gas  will  ask  1.7  million 
•  investors  to  sanction  one  in  February. 

Recent  history  should  not  give  share¬ 
holders,  big  or  small,  any  cause  to  have 
blind  faith  in  their  board.  They  should 
tell  the  directors  to  rethink  when  they 
have  a  clearer  idea  of  what  is  going  on. 
On  known  facts,  the  metamorphosis 
would  turn  British  Gas  into  a  slightly 
smaller,  mangier,  dog.  plus  a  puppy. 
Behind  costly  new  corporate  branding, 
the  main  point  of  the  proposed  demerg¬ 
er  is  to  slash  dividends.  This  might  be  in 
managers’  interest,  but  not  investors’. 

-  Centrica,  the  much-depleted  gas  sup¬ 
ply  business  ,  buttressed  by  the  More- 
caxnbe  Bay  gas  Add.  does  .not  initially 
expect  to  pay-  dividends.  No  wonder.  • 
Computer  chaos  will  make  it  hard  to 
know  its  income  even  before  competition 
in  supplying  households  bites,' 


Centrica's  future  rests  on  sorting  out  the 
remaining  90  per  cent  of  surplus  fixed- 
price  gas  contracts  the  company  was  left 
with  by  its  regulator's  whims.  That  may 
mean  handing  over  Morecambe.  If  this 
.  can  be  tidied  up,  Centrica  would  become 
a  national  distribution  arm  for  a  multi¬ 
utility,  to  be  fought  over  by  National 
Power  and  PowerGen.  Until  then,  the 
shares  are  option  money. 

BG  pic,  the  bigger  dog.  would  combine 
tiie  TransCo  pipeline  system.  North  Sea 
and  foreign  assets.  When  the  plan  was 
devised,  TransCo  looked  safe.  Ofjgas 
thought  otherwise.  Unless  the  Monopol¬ 
ies  Commission  takes  account  of  the  8  per 
cent  yield  on  Gas  shares  and  restores 
most  Ofgas  cuts,  TransCo  will  become  a 
semi-sod  alised  utility.  Shareholders 
would  want  to  withdraw  their  equity  as 
fast  as  possible.  Yet  the  plan  for  BG  pic 
would  dedicate  only  TransCo’s  current 
cost  profits  to  dividends,  implying  a  cut 
from  143p  to  6p  and  falling. 

In  market  terms,  it  would  make  no 
sense  to  saddle  a  cash-hungry  ofl  and 
gas  business  with  a  high-risk,  high- 
yield  utility.  Investors  would  understand¬ 
ably  value  it  on  its  worst  aspects, 
demanding  a  high  yield  on.  a  low 
•dividend.  If  the  utility  were  quoted 
separately,  the  high  cost  of  capital  forced 
on  it  by,  bad  regulation  would  be  dear. 
Investors  could  also  insist  an  withdraw¬ 
ing  cash.  Dividends  should -at  least  be 
maintained  in  real  terms,  replacing 
equity  with  debt  as  required-  This  could 
hot  be ‘done  if- TransCo  were  combined 
.  with  the  low-yield  exploration  business. 

City  institutions  and  private  .investors 
alike  should  prepare  to  block  this  plan. 
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That's  what  I  d  expect 


from  the  world's  largest 


/  fund  manager 


Our  corporate  bond  PEP,  MoneyBuilder  Income,  is  paying 
7.5%*  p.a.  tax-free.  And  because  it’s  a  corporate  bond  PEP,  it’s  less 
risky  than  a  traditional  equity  based  PEP. 

What’s  more  it  has  no  entry  or  exit  charges',  and  a  low  annual 
management  fee,  so  your  money  works  lor  you  from  day  one. 

The  Strength  of  Fidelity. 

Jr’s  this  kind  of  performance  and  value  thar  has  made  Fidelity’ 
the  world's  largest  fund  manager  and  the  reason  10  million  investors 
across  the  globe  have  entrusted  us  with  close  to  £300  billion.4* 

So  call  Fidelity  Investments  today  tor  a  better  value  PEF. 


il; 


CALL  FIDELITY  DIRECT  ON  0800  414171 

Callfree  9am-6pm.  Open  7  days.  Internet;  http://www.fid-intl.com/ak 

Ti«  Filrttiy  lnrrsmcrm.  Hi  Bra  KS,  Tdokider.  Krm  TNlI  VDZ.  Hcxc  <nJ  bu-  ink<iii.ik*n<n  F*Mn*'- 
UnrdWJrr  likisnr  ftt*  ftUnv  hiU  iM  JrW  Jift  •  j  rf,'  Jrtut.  K4*  .'Ul-dl-  A-  FUwv  Imv-nuiR  nunt-ni:  1,1.01/1 

N.mr. 
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tnuied  mil  K'lre  income  caluiLuiai  i<n  5.J2.96.  Redemption  vie  LI  All  yields  .we  estnn.itvd  -ind  n**t  yuiir-mlcvJ  The  v.iJwv  <4'  units  ,,nJ 

inorni?  fmm  m.iv  d«wn  as  ovlhisupiind  an  mtxunrnwi  nut  hack  the  ,uu>mnr  inveMt.il.  Tax  assumpfmnt  in.it  K-Mih]«.i  10  future  >t. nun  try 
clump:  .uv!  the  value  <4  tax  cirinp  and  eligibility  to  invest  in  ■»  PET  will  Jqvml  «m  imlivnju.il  circumM.tm.i'*  FiJelin  unit  hum-  .ire  ni.in.iged  h\  Fidelity 
Invcsmicnr  Scrvicts  Lunina!.  FiJelirr  PEP,  .ire  tiiicm-d  hr  Fidelity  Investments  Limited  Issued  by  Fideliry  Inn-sinK-nts  LimiirJ.  n-uiil.in-d  K  LMRO  and  the 
{Vivtul  Investment  Authority  Other  thun  the  effect  ■*  the  hid  idler  spread.  ’"Re-attircc-  .uv!  avail-  include  rh-i««  at  FN1R  Oup..  :i  US  c.mipany  nnj 
■itfili.ire  (.is  ar  JQ.AAbl.  Fidelity  imly  provides  in&*rm.itti>n  .ibtui  its  product*  and  will  not  sive  investment  .uivice  hw-J.m  mdiv-iJu.il  circunw.-mco- 1 


For  those  who  would  like  independent  financial  advice.  Fidelity  products  are  ahn  available  through  Independent  Financial  Advisers. 
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Anne  Ashworth  and  Nathan  Yates  say  the  share 
giveaways  are  expected  to  continue  for  some  time 


Societies,  like  Britt  Ekland,  are  making  dreams  come  true 


The  Christmas  spending 
spree  can  put  a  strain  on 
any  wallet.  But,  like  the 
good  fahy  in  the  pantomine, 
those  building  societies  plan¬ 
ning  to  become  banks  next 
year  will  restore  the  tattered 
finances  of  millions  of  house¬ 
holds.  The  flotation  of  the 
Norwich  Union  will  also  work 
a  transformation  on  millions 
of  bank  balances.  Further¬ 
more.' although  many  of  the 
remaining  societies  make 
much  of  allegiance  to  mutual 
status,  the  possibility  remains 
that  many  may  yet  merge  or 
convert,  enriching  members  in 
the  process. 

The  only  spectre  threatening 
this  £16  billion  party  is  the 
dispute  over  the  new  Building 
Societies  Bill.  The  Alliance  & 
Leicester,  in  particular,  has 
objected  to  the  proposal  in  the 
Bill  to  remove  the  five-year 
period  of  protection  now  cov¬ 
ering  any  building  society, 
shedding  its  mutual  status. 

After  discussions  with  Trea¬ 
sury  ministers,  the  A&L  said 
that  it  was  reviewing  its  flota¬ 
tion  plans.  But  it  now  seems 
that  either  a  compromise  will 
be  readied,  or,  according  to  a 
Whitehall  source,  that  no  par¬ 
liamentary  time  will  be  found 
for  the  Bill  before  the  general 
election,  allowing  its  contro¬ 
versial  measures  to  be  quietly 
forgotten. 

Qualifying  members  (savers 
and  borrowers)  with  the  Hali¬ 
fax  should  each  receive  an 
average  of  £1,000  in  free 


Looking- 


for  a  flexible  mortgage? 

6  good  reasons 
to  choose 
Flexible  Reserve 

0  Competitive  interest  rate.  6.24%  APR  6.5%  (variable) 

0  No  application  fees 
0  Free  property  valuation 

0  £350  towards  legal  fees  when  your  mortgage  completes 
©  No  redemption  penalties  -  ever 

©  No  obligation  or  pressure  to  buy  insurance  or  any  other  financial  product 
from  Legal  &  General 

For  many  more  good  reasons,  and  your  free  mortgage  quotation  without  obligation. 

>mU  Legal  &  General  today  or  contact  your  financial  adviser 

Call  us  FREE  on  0800  66  44  44 


Please;  quote  ref:  FB  TM  05.  Lines  open  9am- 
7pm  Monday  to  Friday  and  9am  to  1pm  Saturday. 
Flexible  Reserve  is  available  for  loans  up  to  95% 
of  the  property  value.  If  you  qualify'  for  Flexible 
Reserve,  ask  for  a  quotation  within  the  next 
10  days  and  we'll  send  you  j  free  guide  that 
will  help  you  cut  through  the  mortgage 
maze.  The  terms  uf  this  uffcr  may'  be  repealed 
in  the  future,  but  cannot  be  guaranteed. 


L efji&Kt 

General 

trust  us  to  deliver 


TOUR  HOME  IS  a  RISE  IF  TOO  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  RKPATMENTS  ON  A  W0X7GACE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT 
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Halifax  shares,  with  some 
larger  savers  getting  as  much 
as  £8,000.  The  society  is  cur¬ 
rently  writing  to  members, 

asking  them  to  confirm  their 
account  details  to  ensure  that 
they  receive  their  full  share 
entitlement 

Those  tempted  to  deplete 
their  accounts  to  finance 
Christmas  spending  should 
remember  that  the  months  of 
waiting  will  be  wasted  if. they 
allow  their  balances  to  fall 
below  the  crucial  £100  on 
December  31. 

Members  of  the  Alliance  & 
Leicester  gather  next  Tuesday 
at  the  Loiidon  Arena  in  Dock¬ 
lands  to  vote  on  the  society’s 
conversion.  Sufficient  postal 
votes  have  already  been  re¬ 
ceived  to  ensure  a  “yes"  vote. 

But  protests  are  still  like¬ 
ly  from  the  vociferous 
action  group  of  larger 
savers  who  argue  that  the 
society  should  not  be  giving 
the  same  number  of  shares 
(250)  to  each  member,  but 
making  a  variable  distribu  tion 
based  on  the  amount  invested, 
such  as  the  Halifax  and  Wool¬ 
wich.  Priced  at  between  385p 
and  435 p,  these  shares  should 
be  worth  about  £1,000.  Like 
the  Halifax,  the  Woolwich  has 
reminded  its  members  that 
they  must  have  £100  in  their 
accounts  at  December  31, 1996, 
or  forfeit  their  average  £1,000 
worth  of  free  shares. 

The  Northern  Rock  will 
reveal  whether  it  is  planning  a 


basic  or  a  variable  distribution 
early  next  year.  But  a  basic 
distribution  is  considered  to  be 
the.  most  likely.  Here  the 
average  payout  will  be  £900. 
Yet  again,  members  must  not 
let  their  balances  fall  below 
£100  on  December  31. 

The  £100  at  December  31 
also  applies  to  members  of  the 
Bristol  &  West,  which  is  being 
taken  over  by  the  Bank  of 
Ireland.  Two^ear  savers-  — 
those  who  have  had  share, 
accounts  since  December  31 
1994  —  will  get  a  fixed  payout 
of  at  least  £500  in  cash,  plus  a 
percentage  of  tbeir  balance  up 
to  £10,000,  with  an.  average 
payout  of  £1,000  per  member, 
those  who  have  been  with  the 
society  for  two  years  but  did 
not  have  £100  in  their  accounts 
on  April  15  can  top  up  their 
accounts  to  get  a  fixed  cash 
distribution  of  at  least  ESQ. 
Qualifying  savers  who  do  not 
have  two  years'  standing  with 
the  society  plus  ail  borrowers 
will  get  E250  worth  of  Bristol & 
West  preference  shares. 

The  Norwich  .  Union,  at 
present  a  mutual  company, 
will  also  join  the  stock  market 
next  year,  life,  pension  and 
annuity  customers  will  bene¬ 
fit,  picking  up  E800  worth  of 
free  shares.  But  health,  house 
and  contents  and  motor  poli¬ 
cyholders  and  unit  trust  inves¬ 
tors  do  not  qualify. 

Those  who  have  lost  out  em¬ 
ail  these  deals  can  take  some 
comfort  One  analyst  said:  “I 
wouldn't  rule  out  mergers  and 
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conversions  among  any  of  the 
remaining  top  20  societies. 

“Birmingham  Midshires  is. 
probably  the  best  candidate 
for  flotation  right  now..  Na¬ 
tionwide  is  the  largest  remain¬ 
ing  mutual.  and  although  the 
management  says  it  will  stay 
that  -way.  there  are  several 
'.companies  interested  in  a. 
merger.  My  advice  to  savers  is . 
to  rtuke  sure  that  they  have.a 


share  account  which  qualifies 
them  ibr  full  membership, 
gives  them  the  right  to  vote 
and  makes -them  eligible  for  a 
payment.  The  legal  qualifica¬ 
tion  requirement  is  a  balance 
of  £10(1  or  -more,  though  same 
societies  also  make  other  stip¬ 
ulations  regarding  the  type  of 
.  ..account  and  the  length,  of  time 
.  it  has  been  held." 

One  expert  put  the  following 


Helen  Pridham  looks  at  the  redemption  penalties  in  some  fixed-rate  mortgages 


figures  on  potential  payouts^ 
Birmingham  Midshires^ 
(£705);  Bradford  &  Bingjey,^ 
£1,000);  .  Nationwide  (£75Q);;-j 
Britannia  (£1,000);  Yorkshire^ 
(£1,000);  Portman  (£75(?;  Co^ai 
entry  (£800);  Sldpton  (£800}i'J 
Leeds  &  Hoibeck  (£750);  Chd-^- 
sea  (EJJOCJ);  Derbyshirei* 
(£800);  West  Bromwich  ( £700}* 
and  Norwich  &  Peterborough  : 
(£700):  V  •" 


with  a  sti 


Fears  of  more  rate  rises 
and  a  change  of  govern¬ 
ment  are  leading  more 
than  two  thirds  of  borrowers 
to  opt  for  fixed-rate  mortgages. 
But  there  is  growing  concent 
that  few  are  bothering  to  check 
the  redemption  penalties  that 
are  the  sting  in  the  tail  of  many 
attractive  offers. 

Although  some  lenders  have 
recently  modified  their  poli¬ 
cies,  many  still  tie  in  borrow¬ 
ers  not  only  during  the  fixed- 
rate  period  but  for  some  years 
after.  The  Halifax,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  last  month  launched  a 
new  range  of  fixed-rate  mort¬ 
gages  with  redemption  fees 
that  apply  only  during  the 
fixed-rate  period  and  discount¬ 
ed  variable-rate  loans  with  oo 
redemption  fees  at  alL  How¬ 
ever,  these  changes  do  not 
benefit  existing  borrowers 
with  extended  redemption 
penalty  clauses. 

Fixed-interest  mortgages 
have  become  increasingly  pop¬ 
ular  in  recent  years.  Same 
large  lenders  report  that  as 
much  as  60  to  7D  per  cent  of 
their  new  fending  is  now  on  a 
fixed-rare  basis.  Fixed-rate  pe¬ 
riods  range  from  two  years  to 
ten  years  or  more.  Phillip 
Cartwright  of  London  &  Coun¬ 
try  Mortgages  said;  “Until 
recently,  fixed-rate  loans  of 
two  to  three  years  have  been 
popular,  but  the  emphasis  has 
now  switched  more  to  five- 
year  fixes  to  take  people 
through  the  term  of  the  next 
government-”  A  fixed-rate  deal 
can  have  significant  advan- 


Usmtar 

panalty 


tages.  If  general  mortgage 
rates  rise  during  the  period, 
you  could  pay  substantially 
less  than  if  you  had  had  a 
standard  variable-rate  loan. 

It  also  makes  budgeting 
easier  because  you  know  ex¬ 
actly  what  your  outgoings  will 
be  over  the  period.  In  the  past 
couple  of 
years  some 
very  compet¬ 
itive  rates 
have  been 
available. 

But  many 
borrowers 
have  not 
realised  that 
many  fixed- 
rate  mortg¬ 
ages  indude 
stiff  penalty 
clauses  not 
only  if  you 
want  to  re¬ 
deem  your 
mortgage 
within  the 
fixed-rate 
period  but 
also  for 
several  years 
after.  The 
penalties 
may  be  relat¬ 
ed  to  general 
interest  rates  ar  the  time  or  to 
the  sue  of  your  loan;  some  are 
tiered  according  to  how  long 
you  have  had  the  loan.  They 
not  only  affect  people  who 
want  to  arrange,  say.  a  new 
fixed-rate  mortgage  at  the  end 
of  the  original  term  but  also 
apply  to  those  who  merely 


want  to  make  a  partial  repay¬ 
ment  of  their  loan. 

Until  its  recent  announce¬ 
ment.  the  Halifax  imposed 
extended  redemption  penalties 
offering,  for  example,  two-year 
fixed-rate  loans  with  redemp¬ 
tion  penalties  stretching  for  a 
total  of  seven  years  —  five 
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Redumption  RedptkKi 
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Lenders  wBh  Extended  Redemption  Penalties 


Bank  ot  Ireland 
Northern  Rock 
Bristol  4  West 

£  « 
480  4£S 
345  4*B9 
275  7.48 

1/9/98 

1/1/99 

1/10/01 

1/9/D1 

Six  years 
30/9/02 

E 

1,810  ‘ 

2^00 

1^748 

Lenders  wtfli  Limited  Redemption  Penalties 

£  % 

£ 

Woolwich 

195  7.25 

1/1/99 

1/1/99 

Halftax 

100  7AS 

31/3/99 

31/3/99 

- 

TSB 

250  730 

31/1/Q2 

31/1/02 

-  • 

Lenders  with  No  Redemption  PenaQtes 

£  % 

£ 

Portman 

295  5^9 

1/9/98 

None  . 

. 

NatWest 

.295  8.79 

31/12/98 

None 

• 

Cheltenham  it 

Gloucester 

‘  495  8J29 

5  years 

Nona 

Socane  tendon  a  Country  Mortgagas 


years  after  the  fixed-rate  had 
lapsed.  Halifax  justified  these 
“lock-in"  clauses  on  the  basis 
of  cost  “The  generous  deals 
we  were  offering  were  priced 
over  the  extended  period.  If 
borrowers  do  not  remain  with 
us  for  a  reasonable  period 
after  the  fixed  rate  ends,  we 


to  recoup  the . 
through  the  redemption  penal¬ 
ties,"  it  said..  . 

However,  at  least  one  lender 
has  questioned  the  legality  of 
such  extended  penalties.  At 
Midland  Bank,  where  penal¬ 
ties  on  fixed-rate  loans  apply 
only  in  the  fixed-rate  period, 

■  David  Massr 
ey,  head,  of 
mortgages, 
said:  :  “Nor 
wily  do  I  bel¬ 
ieve  extend¬ 
ed  redemp- 
.  tion  penalt¬ 
ies  are  int 
moral,  our 
legal  advis¬ 
ers  have  exp¬ 
ressed  .  the 
view  that 
these  lock-in 
clauses  could 
fell  foul  of 
the  *unfair 
'  contracts  dir¬ 
ective'  that 
came  into 
force  ■  this 
year  It  has 
not  been  test¬ 
ed  in  court 
yet  but.  in  a 
couple:  of 
■  _  -  years  when 
some  aggrieved  borrowers  re¬ 
alise  what 'they  have  been  sold: 
a  court  case  could  well  result 
which  would  be  very  bad 
publicity."  The  Halifax  says 
the  change  of  heart  on  extend¬ 
ed  redemption  penalties  is 
because  it  no  longer  offers 
such  cut-price  rates.  “We 


wanted  to  position  our  tnort- 
gage- rates  at  a  more  sensible  yj 
level  now  that  the  housing  ,, 
mautoet  is  picking  up  in  order  Tf 
to  avoid  the  overheating  which,  ‘  ■ 
occurred  in  the  late  19805-",;, 
The.  society  admits  that  the. ,, 
new  policy  wiU  not;help  exisp-  ,j 
ing  borrowers  with  extended 
redemption  penalty  loans  bur- 
says  that  if  such  borrowers 
want  to  switch  to  other  Halifax-! " 
loans  after  the  end  of  the  fixed-  j ' 
rate  period  then  their  case  j 
would  be  considered  and  a  Jt 
"halfway  house  solution' !. 
found  regarding  payment  cf  . 
the  penalty.  • 

Ithough  lenders,  say  !: 
they  will  not  normally.  1 
-waive  redemption  pair  j 
aides,  many  agree  they  might  j 
be  prepared  to  consider  cases 
“on  their  merits  and  as  'a©, 
gesture  of  goodwill"  if  a  bra- 1 " 
rower  took  out  another  loan-  { 

There  are  a  small  number  of  [ 
lenders  without  any  rederap-  [ 
tion  penalties  on  fired  ■rate  | 

.  loans  at  any  time.  The  Port-  j 
man  and  NatWest  both  offer  j 
loans  with  rates  fixed  until  [ 
1998  with  no  penalties,  though  { 
NatWest  said  it  is  a  one-off.  r. 

The  C&G  has  fixed-rate  j” 
deals  without  penalties,  and  j  ; 
lower-rate  deals  with  extended  {-r- 
penalties,  while  the  Woolwich  Ji-V 
has  loans  available  with  limit- 
ed  and  ■  extended  penalty  j**; 
clauses.  At  London  &  Country 
Mortgages;  FWllip  Cartwright  1 
.  said:  "Generally,  the  lower  the 
fixed  irate,  the  lengthier  the  f-r 
redemption  period."  i 
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Blowing  whistle  on  loan  penalties 

For  mortgage  lenders,  the  i 
pending  general  election 
proyuig  the  perfect  fixed-r, 
i'T  l?an  selling  oppqrtunitv.  aJlnu/i 


lor  mortgage  lenders,  the  im- 
“foeral  election  is 
r.  - — o  — 1  perfect  fixed-rate 
r  loan  selling  opportunity,  allowing 
play  on  fears  of  rising 
interest  rates  and  uncertainty.  As 
we  report  on  page  30,  two  thirds  of 
borrowers  at  some  banks  and 
bunding  societies  are  now  opting 
tor  the  reassurance  of  a  set  month- 
ly  payment.  However,  as  with 
politicians,  the  promises  of  lenders 
may  not  stand  the  closest  scrutiny. 

_ Some  are  still  charging  onerous 

redemption  penalties  on  their 
fixed-rate  offers  {see  page  30)  for 
those  with  the  temerity  to  transfer 
to  a  competitor,  or  repay  a  chunk  of 
the  debt.  In  some  cases,  the 
penalties  do  not  apply  only  during 
the  fixed-rate  period  but  for  some 
years  tberefter.  This  enforced  loyal¬ 
ty  ensures  that  the  customer  pays 
the  full  price  for  his  discount  How- 
ever,  the  end  may  be  near  for  such 


COMMENT 


budget  Since  people  do  not  know¬ 
how  to  manage  their  finances,  they 


ANNE  ASHWORTH 

Personal  Finance  Editor 


extended  penalties,  as  they  could 
well  be  illegal  under  the  new  unfair 
contracts  directive.  Something 
good  from  Europe,  perhaps? 

Numbers  lesson 

AS  the  debate  continued  over  wheth¬ 
er  school  examinations  are  getting 
easier,  a  campaign  began  this  week 
for  a  new  GCSEm  a  subject  that  few 
have  found  a  pushover.  The  Person¬ 


al  Finance  Education  Group 
(PFEG)  wants  to  see  money  mat¬ 
ters  added  to  the  curriculum.  The 
organisation's  backers  argue  that 
pupils  may  know  lots  about  hist¬ 
ory.  biology  and  trigonometry  but 
have  no  idea  whether  a  Pep  is  an 
obscure  salad  vegetable  or  a  bad- 
die  in  a  computer  game. 

The  result  of  this  ignorance  is, 
they  say,  a  huge  burden  on  the 
State,  almost  equivalent  to  the  £38 
billion  cost  of  the  whole  education 


agt.  The  result  is  that  they 
become  dependent  on  welfare,  ora 
shrinking  state  pension. 

The  PFEG’s  aims  are  certainly 
laudable.  But  if  they  are  put  into 
practice,  no  special  reverence 
should  attach  to  its  backers,  the 
great  and  good  of  the  financial 
services  industry,  including 
Nat  West,  the  Association  of  British 
Insurers  and  the  Association  of 
Investment  Trust  Companies. 

Those  who  manage  their  money 
well  are  sceptical,  questioning 
whether  a  well-known  name  guar¬ 
antees  superior  quality  and  dubi¬ 
ous  about  any  claim  to  better  than 
average  performance  until  ft  is 
proven.  As  in  other  disciplines, 
personal  finance  teachers  should 
encourage  pupils'  critical  faculties. 
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Investors  planning  to  “bed 
and  breakfast"  then- 
shares  in  order  to  get  the 
most  out  of  their  capital  gains 
tax  allowance  should  do  so 
early  next  year,  leading  stock¬ 
brokers  say.  They  blame  the 
introduction  of  Crest,  the 
City's  new  computerised  share 
trading  system,  which  they 
say  creates  more  paperwork  in 
processing  bed  and  breakfast¬ 
ing  deals  than  the.  certificate- 
based  Talisman  system  it  is 
supposed  to  replace  by  April. 

Investors  can  accrue  up  to 
£6.300  a  year  tax-free  by  sell¬ 
ing  shares  before  they  are  hit 
by  the  40  per  cent  tax  on  capit¬ 
al  gains  (last  week's  Budget 
increased  this  to  £6^00  for 
1997-98  tax  year).  In  bed  and 
breakfasting  investors  sell 
some  shares  one  day  and  buy 
them  back  again  the  next  to 
ensure  the  threshold  is  not 
breached.  In  spite  of  its  name, 
no  travelling  is  invoived  —  the 
furthest  from  home  you  have 
to  go  is  your  broker’s  office. 
The  shares  take  a  holiday  not 
'fas  investor. 

The  bulk  of  bed  and  break-, 
fasting  is  done  at  the  end  of  the 
tax  year  in  March  when  inves¬ 
tors  can  calculate  how  much 
capital  gains  they  have  accru¬ 
ed.  For  example,  investors 
with  £9.000  of  gain,  will  sell 
stocks  in  which  they  show  a 
loss  to  bring  them  down  to  the 
threshold.  However,  if  inves¬ 
tors  have  gained  only  £1.000 
over  the  year  they  may  consid- 


Gavin  Lumsden  with  a  timely  tax  warning  for  investors 

Early  to  bed  next  year 


Shared  responsibility:  Ronald  Reagan  and  Diana  Lynn  had  no  deadlines  in  Bedtime  for  Bonzo 


er  crystallising  gains  in  profit¬ 
able  shares  to  take  them  up  to 
the  E6J00  limit. 

However,  you  might  consid¬ 
er  bed  and  breakfasting  earli¬ 
er,  if  one  of  your  shares  does 
badly,  like  Racal,  the  electron¬ 
ics  and  communications  firm 
which  fell  IB  per  cent  last 
Monday.  Buying  back  a  stock 
when  it  has  dropped  like  a 
stone  can  be  a  useful  way  of 
establishing  a  loss  that  can  be 
offset .  against  future  gains 
elsewhere  in  your  portfolio. 

Regardless  of  when  bed  and 
breakfasting  is  done,  it  in¬ 
volves  finking  iwo  different 


transactions:  the  sale  and  the 
repurchase.  Brokers  have 
found  that  this  linkage  is 
easier  on  Talisman,  enabling 
them  to  dose  off  the  deals  from 
the  system,  allowing  them  to 
avoid  exchanging  share  certifi¬ 
cates.  Crest,  on  which  40  per 
cent  of  the  business  cm  the 
Stock  Exchange  is  currently 
done,  for  all  its  21st  century 
technology,  cannot  do  this.  As 
a  result  bed  and  breakfasting 
deals  involving  shares  on 
Crest  could  take  longer  and  be 
more  expensive. 

Although  Crest  may  develop 
die  facility  later,  it  will  not  be 


ready  by  April,  the  deadline 
for  any  bed  and  breakfasting 
deals. 

Bob  Howe,  administration 
partner  at  Redmayne  &  Bent¬ 
ley.  a  Leeds  broker,  says 
although  brokers  can  manual- 
,  ly  manipulate  Crest  to  dose  off 
transactions,  many  have  cho¬ 
sen  not  to.  Those  that  have  not 
will  require  clients  with  shares 
on  Crest  to  hand  over  their 
certificates,  sign  transfer 
forms  and  wait  for  new  certifi¬ 
cates  tobe  posted  out.  Not  only 
will  this  add  time,  which  can 
be  in  short  supply  in  the  last 
days  of  March,  but  they  may 


charge  investors  two  sets  of 
fees  for  doing  so. 

Mr  Howe  advises:  "Find  out 
what  system  your  shares  will 
be  settled  in  and  ask  the 
broker  what  his  charges  are 
before  you  commit  yourself.  If 
it  is  a  Crest  deal  you  could  find 
a  better  bargain  elsewhere. 

Although  Brewin  Dolphin, 
the  big  independent  broker,  is 
unable  to  dose  off  bed  and 
breakfasting  deals,  it  waives 
its  fee  on  trie  repurchase  and 
deliberately  takes  a  day  longer 
to  settle  the  sale  than  the 
repurchase.  By  settling  both 
deals  on  the  same  day  the 
company  avoids  any  money 
changing  hands. 

-  According  to  the  Association 
of  Private  Client  Investment 
Managers  and  Stockbrokers, 
charges  on  the  first  £5.000- 
£7.000  of  business  range  are 
about  1.6  per  cenL 

Iain  Saville,  chairman  of 
CrestCo,  the  company  which 
runs  Crest,  said  the  difficulty 
of  running  bed  and  breakfast¬ 
ing  deals  was  not  a  fault  of  the 
system.  “We  are  waiting  for 
Clarification  from  the  Inland 
Revenue.  Quite  properly  they 
want  to  see  buy  and  sell  totally 
separate,”  he  said.  Bui  Justin 
Urquhart  Stewart,  business 
planning  director  at  Bardays 
Stockbrokers,  said:  The  issue 
of  bed  and  breakfasting  has 
never  been  formally  approved. 
If  CrestCo  are  waiting  for 
Revenue  approval  they  11  have 
a  long  watt." 
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With  its  combination  of  choice,  low  entry  and 
exit  costs  and  strong,  long-term  performance, 
our  Private  Investor  Plan,  still  offers  better 
overall  value  than  any  other  savings 
and  investment  plan  available. 

We  charge  just  5p  to  invest  the 
minimum  £25  a  month  into  the  Plan.* 
(Or,  for  example,  £2  for  a  £1,000  lump 
sum.*)  A  small  price  to  pay  for  Foreign 
&  Colonial  performance"  The  Plan 
allows  you  to  choose  from  our  wide 
range  of  investment  trusts  and  even 
change  your  investment  amounts  and 
frequent  without  penalty. 

A  first  class  idea  from  the  inventors  of  the 
investment  trust  Why  not  find  out  more? 

BETTER  VALUE  INVESTMENT  IDEAS  SINCE  1868 


Foreign  NSl  Colonial 


Phone  01734  828  802  or  Fax  01734  344  622  any  time,  quoting  the  coupon  code. 

Alternatively  return  this  coupon  to:  Foreign  •&  Colonial  Management  Ltd,  PO  Box  2,  Twyford,  Berkshire  RG10  9NW 

•  Address  •  . 

Ptome  .  •  . 

Postcode  .  .  . Code:  p7l296T 
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Healthcare  investment  is  not  for  the 

faint  hearted  -  this  is  a  volatile  sol-tog  However  we 
believe  chat  there  are  outstanding  opportunities 
for  capital  growth  in  the  long  rcrnj  -  driven 
bv  rapid  advances  m  medical  research, 
and  the  accelerating  demand  for 
healthcare  from  an  ageing  population. 


Ve  mamma  that  every  serious  investor's  portfolio  should  hold  a  stake 
in  healthcare,  and  that  the  Framlington  Health  Fund  is  one  of  the  best 
routes  into  this  exciting  sector 

For  the  case  for  Healthcare  investment  in  detail,  contact  your 
Independent  Financial  Advisee,  cut  the  coupon  or  call 


sia 

a*si 


0345  023138 


PUnr  iatJ  me  i£lab  of  the  Frtmlnrxtan  Heabb  HmJ.  Return  the  coupon  u>:  Frjmimgtcmi  Ifaa  Mmigcmaa  LumteJ. 

Jrspoft  P.  Cl.  flux  -  JuyforJ,  Rtajmg,  BtriMn  KG  10  SBR. 
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The  M&G  Corporate  Bond  PEP  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most 

successful  corporate 


Comparative  Performance  Table 

£6,000  invested  in  income  units  at  the  launch  of  M&G 
Corporate  Bond  PEP  on  15th  April  1994  compared  with  a 
similar  investment  In  a  Building  Society  to  29th  November  1 996. 

£6,312 
£6,000 
£1,074 
£830 


CAPITAL  - 


INCOME  - 


M&G  Corporate  Bond  PEP 
Building  Society 
M&G  Corporate  Bond  PEP 
Building  Society 

Notes.  Income  figures  refer  to  gross  income.  M&G  Corporate , 
Bond  PEP  capital  figures  are  offer  to  bid.  The  Building  Society 
income  figures  are  based  on  the  average  Share 
Account  rate  (source:  CS0  -  Financial  Statistics). 

Sector  performance  source:  Micropal. 


bond  funds  available. 
Since  its  launch  in 
April  1994  it  has  been 
the  top  performing 
fund  in  its  sector. 

•  No  initial  charget 

•  No  withdrawal 
fee  after  5  years 

•  No  UK  tax 


The  M&G  Corporate  Bond  PEP  gives  you  a  sensible  way  of  achieving 
a  high  level  of  income  exempt  from  all  UK  personal  taxes.  The  capital 
value  of,  and  income  from,  units  are  not  guaranteed.  tThe  difference 
between  the  buying  and  selling  prices  on  29th  Now  1996  was  0.38%. 

“The  fund  now  stands  at  ^  ™  ™  ™  ™  ^ 

_ .  ooon  I  To:  The  M&G  Group,  Bristol  BS38  7ET.  Please  send  me  details  of  The  M&G  | 

around  £380  million-  ■  Corporate  PEP. 

low  management  ^charges  |  N0SALESMANWILLCAU_ 

XYou  should  contact  your  independent  financial  adviser  {if  you  have  one)  before  investing. 

The  price  of  units  and  the  Income  from  them  can  go  down  as  well  as'  up.  The  value  to  you  of 


and  a  decent  yield 
seems  to  be  a  winning 
combination  and  is 
proving  to  be  popular 
with  building  society 
savers.” 

Theo  Zemek, 

M&G  fixed-income  fund 
manager. 

For  details  return 
the  coupon 
or  telephone 
(0990)  600  629 
ore-mail 

hb@MandG.reply.Co.UK 

The  wtAtnatad  gross  redemption 

yield  on  The  M&G  Corporate  Bond 
PEP  as  at  29th  November  1998  was 
&9%  and  the  estimated  gross 
cfatrijubon  yield  was  7 2%. 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


)the  tax  benefits  wiJI  depend  or  your  own  cfexximstances.  The  tax  regime  of  PEPs  could  change 
in  the  future. 


Mr/Wrs/ 

Mise'Ms 

INITIALS 

SURNAME 

ADDRESS 

POSTCODE 

KC-ECAB 

M&G  does  not  offer  investment  advice  or  offer  any  recommendations  regarding  investments. 
We  orty  market  the  packaged  products  and  services  of  the  M&G  marketing  group. 

issued  by  IMG  Financial  Services  Umrted. 

(Regulated by  The  Perxmatniiesimen!  Authority) 
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Schroder  Regular  Investment  Plan  I 


Stop  saving. 
Start  making 
money. 


If  you  are  earning  regularly,  it  mglces 
sense  to  save  regularly  too. 

But  what  about  your  rale  of  return? 
Stick  with  a  savings  account  and  it's 
unlikely  that  you'll  ever  accumulate  any 
serious  wealth. 

If  you  really  want  the  chance  to  make 
money,  change  your  tactics  -  become  a 
regular  investor  with  Schraders. 

From  just  £50  per  month,  you  could 
profit  from  some  of  the  highest 
performing  unit  and  investment  trusts  in 
the  industry. 

Schraders  makes  it  easy  to  become  a 


regular  investor.  Because  we’re  the 
investment  experts,  you  don’t  have  to  be 
-  simply  leave  all  the  hard  work  to  us. 

What  is  more;  each  of  your 
contributions  is  made  by  Direct  Debit  - 
which  you  can  alter  or  suspend  at 
anytime. 

It's  the  astute  way  to  ensure  that  you 
are  making  the  most  of  your  salary  each 
and  every  month. 

To  Gnd  out  more,  call  this  number 
now  or  return  the  coupon  below. 
Alternatively,  contact  your  usual 
financial  adviser. 


Cull  0800  002  000  rvl  'Mil 


TO:  SCHRODERS,  CUSTOMER  SERVICES  DEPT, 
01910  FREEPOST.  LON  7109.  LONDON  EC4B  4PD. 

Please  send  enemy  free  copy  of  the  Schroder  Regular 
Investment  Plan  brochure. 


Past  performance  is  not  necessarily  a  guide  to  future 
performance.  The  value  of  investments  and  the  Income 
from  them  may  fall  as  well  as  rise.  Exchange  rate 
changes  may  cause  the  value  of  overseas  investments  to  rise 
orfalL 


Issued  by  Schroder  Investment  Management  Limited. 
Senator  House.  85  Queen  Victoria  Street.  London  BG4V  4EJ. 
Regulated  by  IMRO. 

On  the  internet  as  hnpyAvww.sdntxtersxoai 


Schroders 


TAX-FREE. 


CALL  WOOLWICH  DIRECT 


At  the  Woolwich,  we  are  always  looking  for 
ways  to  help  you  make  the  most  of  your  money. 

Our  Corporate  Bond  PEP  offers  you  the  best  of 
both  worlds  -  a  higher  return  than  deposit-based 
savings  but  a  lower  risk  than  equity-based 
unit  trusts. 

For  flexibility,  you  can  invest  either  by  lump 
sum  {minimum  £500)  or  by  regular  savings  of  as 
little  as  £25  per  month.  You  can  invest  up  to 
£6,000  per  year  in  die  Corporate  Bond  PEP  and 
ail  your  profits  will  be  totally  free  of  both  income 


tax  and  capital  gains  tax. 

The  Corporate  Bond  PEP  is  currently  paying 
6.6%*,  which  you  can  take  as  income,  or  reinvest 
for  even  greater  gains. 

Over  40,000  people  have  already  invested 
around  £164  million  in  our  Corporate  Bond  PEP. 
Why  not  Join  them?  Just  call  Woolwich  Direct, 
on  the  number  below,  quoting  reference 
TCD7/12  and  speak  to  one  of  our  friendly 
assistants.  The  sooner  you  call,  the  sooner  your 
tax-free  savings  can  start  to  grow.  • 


WE'RE  STRAIGHT  DOWN  THE  LINE 

0345  47  46  45 

&30*m .  aoopra  MON  ■  WH;  S.OO*m  -  lOOpra  SKfc  ULDOwit  -  240pm  SUN 
kxanwt  addinr-  w#oWdh 


WOOLWICH 

DIRECT 


THE  VALUE  OF  YOUR  INVESTMENT  AND  INCOME  EARNED  IS  NOT  GUARANTEED  AND  CAN  GO  DOWN  AS  WELL  AS  UP 
PAST  PERFORMANCE  IS  NOT  NECESSARILY  A  GUIDE  TO  FUTURE  PERFORMANCE. 


transferring.or  freezing  a  pension 


Freeze  or  transfer?  With 
the  culture  of  working 
for  one  company  for  life 
disappearing,  more  of  usare 
moving  on  —  through  redun¬ 
dancy  or  choice  —  to  another 
job  and  having  to  make  that 
crucial  decision  about  the 
company  pension.  Should 
you  leave  it  where  it  is  or  take 
it  with  you  to  a  new  pension 
scheme.  The  decision  is  even 
.trickier  if  your  new  employer 
does  not  offer  a  pension 
scheme,  so  your  choice  is 
between  your  bid  employer 
and  a  personal  pension  plan. 

Diane  Carter,  of  Solihull, 
writes:  “I  was  made  redun¬ 
dant  after  five  years  and  was 
in  a  company  pension:  scheme 
to  which  I  contributed  for  over' 
four  years.  I  have  now  found 
another  job  but  I  am  unsure  - 
about  what  to  do  with  my 
pension.  1  would  prefer  to' 
transfer  it  as  T  dislike  my 
previous  employers  after  the 
way  l  was  treated.  However,  I . 
have  been  told  by  a  financial 
adviser  at  Bradford  &  Bingley 
that  I  cannot  use  my  company 
pension  to  start  up  a  personal 
pension  plan  and  1  can  only 
transfer  it  to  a  new  company 
pension.  But  my  new  employ¬ 
er  does  not  run  a  scheme.” 

Weekend  Money  replies:  The 
letter  from  the  Bradford  & 
Bingley  adviser  could  have 
been  better  worded.  When  he 
wrote  to  tell .  you  ths!  your 
pension  transfer  could  not  be 


used  towards  a  personal  pen¬ 
sion  plan,  he  meant  that  it  was 
not  permitted  -under  £&B 
guidelines.  You  can  indeed  use 
It  for  a  personal  pension  plan 
—  or  towards  a  hew  employ¬ 
er's  scheme,  a  section  32  policy 
(a  personal  plan  that  purely 

houses  the  transfer  value)  or 
leave  it  where  it  is.  However, 
foe  society  has  found  that  in 
most  cases  it  is  not  worth 
transferring  pensions  worth 
less  than  £5.000  and  therefore, 
since  your  transfer  value  is  ■. 
below  that  the  society  cannot ' 
carry  out.a  full  analysis.- 
Your  choice  is  between  leav¬ 
ing  your  contributions  in  your 
old  employer?  scheme  or  tak¬ 
ing  a  transfer  value  of  E3542 
and  starting  a  personal  pen¬ 
sion  plan.  Since  the  company 
pension  is  a'  .final-salary 
scheme,  you  are  choosing  bet¬ 
ween  certainty  and  specula¬ 
tion.  With  me  final-salary 
scheme  you  are  guaranteed  a 
certain  amount  of  pension. . . 
With  a  personal  pension  you  - 
speculate  on  doing  better  than 
the  company  scheme.  •  • 

A  'pension  left  in  a  company 
scheme  ts  not  truly  frozen.  For 
a  start  it  is  protected  from  infir 
ation-  Your  pension  will  rise  : 
yearly  at  the  rate  of  inflation 
or  between  3  per  cent  and  5  per' 
cent  whichever  is  foe  Iowa:. 
Peter  Timberlake,  Legal  &  Ge¬ 
neral  pensions  expert,  said: 
“Many  people  act  on  an  emot¬ 
ional  bans.  They  think  ‘You 
made  me  redundant.,  so  Tm 
going  to  take  my  pension 


Diane  Carter  had  only  four  yeas’  pension  contribatbas 


.away.  Instead  they  should 
think  *You  made  me  redun¬ 
dant  so  ftn  going  to  makeyou 
pay  me  as  muefr  pension  as 
possible’.  Company  schemes 
often  come  with  discretionary 
benefits  not-:  included  in  foe 
.transfer,  value,  and  you  must 
find  put  what  they  are.”  . 

You  should  also  oonrider 
your  own.  future  and  that  of 
both  your  old  atfo  new  comp¬ 
anies.  fs  your  new  job  tempor¬ 
ary  or  long  term;  how  long- 
have  you  got  to  retirement:  is, 
there  any  chance  foat  your 
new  employer  will  start  arcom- 
pany  schemetand  how  secure 
is  your  old  firm?  ■.  .. 

If  you  had  worked  for  a 
large,  blue-chip  -company  it 
would  make  sense  to  freeze 
your,  pension.  But  there  is  a 
possibility  that  foe  company 
you  worked  for  could  dose  or 
be  taken  over,  especially  as 
you  have  another  30  years  bef¬ 


ore  retirement  age.  You  would 
keep  your  pension  rights  ,  bin 
will  have  to  work  hard  at  keep¬ 
ing  in.  touch.  The  Pensions' 
Tracing  Agency  in  Newcastle 
helps  pensioners -who  .haw 
lost  contact  with,  a;  ^previous 
employer’s  pension  scheme. 
The  deriding  factor  will  be- 
the-  final  -  reckoning:  is.  the 
transfer  value  of  yarn-  pension 
;  sufficient  to  buy in  apqsanal 
pension  plan  at  least  those 
benefits  foat  you  would  get  in 7 
foe  company  sdreme?To  w(xk 
foat  but  you  do  need  indqpen- 
dentfinanrialadvice-Afterthe 
mis  sdlfng  Mandate.  there  are 
now  tighter  procedures  far 
pension  forecasts  and  the  fig¬ 
ures  should  show  you  whether 
it  is  worth  tratisfiarir^  Ifyau  t 
can  afford  £6b-£100-an  hour, 
you  trirt  use  the  Society  crf  pfen- 
sfcm  .  Consultants,-  -Ludgate 
House,  Ludgate  Circus,  Lon- 
dan  EC4A  2AB  (0171 353 1688}/ 


Care  cover 


Long-term  care,  ignored  in  foe  Bud¬ 
get  could  yet  be  a  derisive  factor  in 
the  next  ejection.  A  recent  survey 
found  two-thirds  of  adults  in  their  fifties 
said  foe  policies  of  the  political  parties  for 
funding  care  for  the  dderiy  would  influ¬ 
ence  their  votes  in  1997.  Die  Government 
is  expected  to  produce  two  draft  Bills  next 
year,  one  on  long-term  care  insurance  por 
tides,  foe  other  on  partnership  schemes 
where  die  State  rewards  foe  individual 
for  making  provision  for  long-term  care 
by  protecting  more  of  their  assets. 

But  people  arenot  waiting  and  are  buy¬ 
ing  insurance  now  to  cover' cost  of  care 
should  they  become  incapable  of  “activi¬ 
ties  of  dafly  living",  such  as  washing  and 
feeding  themselves.  Single-premium  pol¬ 
icies  are  more  popular  among  people 
near  retirement  than  regular  premiums, 
which  they  fear  they  may  not  be  able  to 
keep  up  in  future.  But  many  do  not  want, 
to  lose  a  lumpsum  permanently  in  case 
they  need  it  or  die  without  needing  care. 

One  product  that  is  becoming  more 
popular  is  iiwestment-tintod  schemes. 


With  these  a  lump  sum  is  put.  m  an 
investment  ftmd  frotn  which  regular  pre¬ 
miums  are  deducted  to  fund  a  long-term . 
care  polity.  These  products,  havea  cash- 
in  value  and  if  the  policyholder  dies  wifo~ 
out- needing  care;  ary  residual- value  gul, 
be  passed  to  beneficiaries. 


At  present  only  a'  few  companies 
offer  these  products  bat  at  least 
two  new  entrants  are  expected  in 
1997.  The  first  to  launch  a  product  two 
years  ago  was  Scottish  AnucaUe  Euro¬ 
pean.  Its  success  in  attracting  £85  miUion 
has  encouraged  ethers.  This  year  Irish 
Life  International  and  PPP  .  have 
launched  products,  white  Skandia  Life  is 
to  launch  a  scheme  in  the  new  year.  In 
order  to  make  the  products  tax  efficient 
and  more  affordable,  all  of  the  companies 
apart  from  PPP  are  situated  offshore: 
Scottish  Amicable  European  and  Irish 
Life  International  are  tibfo  based  'in 
Dublin,  while  Skandia’s  new  product' 
wflJ  be  sold  from  the  Isle  of  Man. 

But  not  all  advisers  axe  happy  with 


these  products.  Martin  ,  Telling  of  foe 
,  Fakon  Group  in  Bristol  a  specialist  long¬ 
term  care  msurance  adyiser  who  aim 
heads  a  worianggroup  en  the  subject  for 
the  Independent  Financial  Adviser  Asso- 
j  riafion.  said:  “The  feet  that  most  of  these 
products  are  sold  by  offshore  companies 
is  cause  for  concern.  If  the  tax  regime 
changes  under  a  Labour  Government,  it  - 
wifi  alter  costings  within  foe  products.”  . 

.  '  He  added  foat  people  should  look  ' 
critically  a*  die  cover  provided.  “Scottish 
Amicable’s  plan,  for  example,  does  ndtat 
present  give  people  access  to  anyconnsd- 

lingorhdp  wifo  arranging  care  if  it  bec¬ 
omes  necessary  as  a  numberofothCT  pro¬ 
viders  da  I  believe  this  is  a  very  import¬ 
ant part  of  any  long-term  care  insurance  . 
package  as  elderly  people  often  need  ass¬ 
istance  at.  this  difficult  time.”  He  is  hap-  - 
pier  wifo'  PPPs  Lifetime  Care  .  Band 
where  a  hcalfoy  nran  of  65can  buy  coyer 
for  £1,000  a  month  care  fees  Cona  £22500.  t 

investment  .  ; 

,  .  .  .  •  ••:«>.  • 

Helen  Pridham 


An  Equitable  pension 
means  you  can  vary 
contributions  - 
without  penalty. 


You  know  exactly  what  your  circumstances  are  today,  and 
can  cfaooae  a  pensku  plan  to  suit  them  perfectly. - 

But  what  about  tomorrow?  Or  next  year?  Or  ten  yean  from 
now? 

What  you  need  is  a  pension  plan  which  is  flexible  enough  to 
cope  with  any  changes  in  your  lifestyle  -  without  making  you  pay 
a  penalty.. 

That  is  why  you  should  consider  an  Equitable  personal 
pension  plan.  We  don’t  pay  commission  to  third  parties  for  foe 
introduction  of  new  business,  and  our  expenses  are  kept  enviably 
low.  So,  you  don’t  have  to  commit  yourself  to  paying  identical 
contributions  each  year;  they  can  be  increased  or  reduced  to  suit 

you  -  without  penalty.  ... 

And  if  you  want  to  retire  earlier  than  pltmWI  your  benefits 
will  be  exactly  die  same  as  ,  if  you'd  chosen  ,  that  date  in  the-  first 
place. 

What's  more,  yon  have  the  reassurance  of  knowing  that  your 
pension  fund  is  in  the  hands  of  one  of  die  finest  investment 
teams  in  die  U.KL 

So,  if  you’d  tike  further  information,  by  post  and  by 
telephone,  on  «  personal  pension  plan  dm  Eves  up  to  its  name, 
call  10990)  38  48  58  or  return  the  coupon  bdow. 

ZnfixmatiixrtidaK  *2  only  be  given  oa  Equitable  group  product*' " 
Kepiaied  bythe  Pteijwj*!  IurcstnJent  Ambcairy 
T«:  HXTOUfti  UK.  PKUJCfiT.  VAUtK  J1HFT-  iWL£5em  MraONGHAUSjeat  HPCT  7BS  . 


I  TnTME^tatatwLJe.raECTOST.  Won  Stmt.  MLES9V9Y.  Back,  HPai  JBR 
IvpgUvd^il^ailkE^MNe'tpBrtiapl^IifcielfM^jlMKJ  Q  tMPISE 

i  NAME  Mr  Ms  Mart  _ •  ■  .  . 


T(L-  (Officrl  . 


ft*s  id  Bath, 


lOUtolB  □ 


The  Equitable  Life 

You  profit  from  our  principles 


enjoy  a  tax  pee 

Life  may.  begin  at  40,;hut 
tax  free  income  for  you  begins  at  55  for  SJO'yegra. 

That  is,  if  you  hare  invested  in  the  tight  place. 
You  see,  we  have  a  plan  which  gives  you  tax  free 
income  from  ..investment  funds ^  which  have 
already  been  taxed  at  source.  . 

This  is  particularly  good  news  for  those  of  yon 
retired  or  se mi-re tired^with  lump  sums  of  £10,000 
or  more  and  wanting  to  maximise  income  to  a  fax 
efficient  maimer,  without  losing  contrdlof  capita^ 
And  your  capital  can  appreciate:  ^without 
personal  Capital  Gains  Tax  with  the  fund  hearing 
the  liability  instead^  In  fact,  we  can  also  Arrange 
that  the- proceeds  of  one  particular  plan  are  paid 
free  of  Inheritance  Tax  to  your  heirs,  whilst.  still ; 
giving  you  access  to  — 
your  capital.  \Th Xkto  Wi 

worth  looking  into.  Its 


your  capital.  \Huktd  WBM 

-worth  looking  into.  It’s 

no  more  bother  than  for  independent 
opening  a  building  financial  advice  I 

society  account  We  ebouiatsd  r  I 

■  .  INVSS^MBSTADTHOron 

are  one  of  the  largest  Tmerr  uuv nUsrua  tsxt. 

•  ntEBrosriafsx.sUughJUJa^  ... 
independent  firms  of  •  w««r  * 

personal  financial  ' 

advisers  in  the.U.R.  Hl  '  L 

offering  specialist  help  I  am  retbif  .  Jll . . 

since  1958.  imrcttfoipd^ — -  If 

.  There  is  no  charge  ■*  i 

,  '  Nnmm  -  -  •  -  :  .  ’  "  - J' 

or  obligation  Tor  our  -  ‘-_x  f 

services,  and  there  is  .  ml..  -/:Vjr  ■  •  ;'.v — s«-r.g  i 
much'to  be  gained  by:  ~ ^  1 1 

sending  m  the  coupon.;  .  t».  •  •  ■  —  j 

- —  "  Fw  w&iifiiamaxraoNE  on  r  j 

I  ^  :  I 

rtBBut  bum  tang) 


IA«eScff- 


the  aseni 


•55?  \W 
t  a  to* ft* 


ne 


v 


the  TIMES  SATuptAav  DECEMBER  7 1996 


WEEKEND  MONEY  33 


Life  insurers  tighten 


MARKEUJOtaE 


* 


up  on  ME  claims 


An  increasing  number  of 
people  suffering  from 
chrome  fatigue  syne 
Grwne  (CPS)  and  myalgic 
encephalomyelitis  (ME)  are 
enrountering  problems  with 
their  life  insurers,  according  to 
the  ME  Association.  This 
week  it  was  disclosed  that  the 
Duchess  of  Kent  was  among 
the  victims  and  had  been 
advised  by  her  doctors  to  cut 
back  on  her  commitments. 

More  than  150000  people 
are  estimated  to  have  devd- 
:  oped  ME  in  this  country  after 
catching  a  viral  infection  after ' 
prolonged  fatigue.  In  addition 
■  to.  debUhafing  muscle  pain 
!  andtiredness,sufferersexperi- 
;-ence  insomnia  and  acute  diffi- 
,  cultieswith  concentration  and 
comprehension.  The  Rpyal 
Collage  of  Physicians  reckons 
.  that  up  to  a  million  people 
■  could  suffer  from  CFS.  - 
•  Doctors,  however,  are  divid- 
-;  ed  as  to  whether  either  CFS  or 
jME  are  specific  illnesses  or  . 
.•  |ost  a  collection  of  symptoms 
r  in  which  fatigue  dominates. 
vThey  also  disagree  over 
•whether  the  roots  are  mental 
'"or  physiological. 

The  passions  behind  the 
debate  exploded  into  public  in 


Gavin  Lumsden  says  medical 
uncertainty  has  hit  payments 


August  when  Dr  Thomas  Stut- 
iaferd  of  The  Times'  and 
Esther  Rantzen.  the  television 
presenter,  engaged  in  .  an  ifl- 
faraiwred  tdevision  debate, 
over  whether  ME  was  a  dinio- 
al  or  an  imagined  condition.  ’  -  - 

The  RCP  has  since  complet¬ 
ed  a  study  into  CFS,  whidi. 
though  authoritative,  was  un¬ 
able  to  make  definitive  conclu¬ 
sions  about  its  nature. 

Such  uncertainty  has  ■ 
caused  CFS  sufferers  prob-' 
Hans  in  the  past  when  -they 
have  tried  to  claim  on  perma¬ 
nent  health  insurance  policies. 
Numerous  cases'  aro se,  three 
years  ago  when  some  insurers 
either  refused  to  recognise 
CFS  as  an  illness  or  argued 
that  its  symptoms  predated 
the  policies  being  taken  out. 

Charles  Shepherd,  medical 
director  at  the  ME  Associ¬ 
ation.  says  that,  after  a  lull, 
UK  insurers  are  picking  upon 
a  trend  in  the  US  to  tighten  up 
on  the  large  number  of  claims 
from  CFS  sufferers.  Those 


who  do  have  problems  with 
their  PHI  policies  should  go 
through  their  insurer’s  inter¬ 
nal  appeals  procedure.  If  ffiis 
fails  to  satisfy,  Dr  Shepherd 
advises  contacting  the  insur¬ 
ance  ombudsman  and  obtains 
xng  a  medical  report  from  a 
consuhantejperimced  in  CFS 
before  taking  legal  advice. 

People  considering  taking 
out  a  PHI  policy  shpuid  avoid 
those  that  exclude  mental  ill¬ 
ness,  as  this  will  inevitably 
cause  them  problems  if  they 
develop  CFS. 


This  is  graphically  illus¬ 
trated  by  the  case  of 
Mary  Baker,  a  46-year- 
old  CFS  sufferer  from  New 
Zealand,  who  is  fighting  Zu¬ 
rich  life,  the  Swiss  company, 
after  it  stopped  paying  out  on 
her  PHI  policy.  Its  contract 
contains  a  dause  that  stops 
payments  after  two  years  if  the 
policyholder's  inability  to 
work  is  related  to  a  mental  or 
nervous  disorder. 


Ms  Baker  was  working  as  a 
life  insurance  broker  at  foe  US 
Air  force  base  in  Aviano,  - 
Italy,  when  she  deckled  to  buy 
a  PHI  policy  from  Europea 
IMG,  a  financial  adviser 
based  in  Horsham,  West  Sus¬ 
sex,  which  has  since  been 
renamed  Goodhealth. 

The  policy,  which  was  un¬ 
derwritten  by  Zurich  Life  in ' 
London,  guaranteed  to  pay 
her.  .NZ$24,000  a- -year  in 
quarterly  instahnents  if  she 
became  disabled.  At  the  end  of 
1993.  while  working  as  a 
volunteer  in  Croatia,  she  col¬ 
lapsed  with  physical  exhaus¬ 
tion,  and  on  returning  to 
Aviano  was  diagnosed  with 
CFS. 

Unable  to  work  she  sent  off 
her  claim  to  Europea-  She 
said:  “I  was  a  bit  concerned  as 
1  was  aware  that  some  doctors 
do  not  accept  it  as  a  condition, ‘ 
but  Zurich  Life  accepted  its 
liability.” 

Her  pleasure  was 
shortlived,  she  says,  as,  at  the 
end  of  each  subsequent  quar¬ 
ter,  the  company  would  ask  for 
more  medical  information 
which  caused  delays  in  pay¬ 
ment. 

In  July  1995  she  underwent 


Clare  Frauds,  author  and  round-the-world  yachtswoman,  suffered  from  ME  and  became  a  fundraiser  for  the  illness 


a  five-day  hospital  examina¬ 
tion,  which  confirmed  her 
condition  was  not  depression. 
When  the  following  payment 
was  again  delayed  she  com¬ 
plained  to  the  Association  of 
British  Insurers  (ABI).  The 
AB1  contacted  Zurich  Life  and 
Ms  Baker  received  her  cheque 


a  week  later. 

Meanwhile,  her  condition 
worsening,  she  was  advised  to 
return  to  New  Zealand  where 
she  could  have  the  support  of 
her  family.  Shortly  afterwards 
the  company  said  it  required 
an  independent  medical  ex¬ 
amination.  insisting  this  was 


done  in  Switzerland.  Ms  Bak¬ 
er  agreed  and  appointments 
were  made  before  she  flew 
home.  Unfortunately,  days  be¬ 
fore  sbe  was  due  to  fly  to 
Switzerland,  she  was  taken  to 
hospital  where  she  had  a 
hysterectomy. 

Since  then  Zurich  Life  has 


argued  for  the  first  time  that 
CFS  is  a  mental  illness  and 
therefore  Ms  Baker  does  not 
qualify  under  the  polity.  It  has 
also  said  that  if  she  was  fit 
enough  to  Dy,  she  could  work. 
Ms  Baker  contests  these 
points.  Zurich  Life  refused  to 
comment 


Most  of  us  realise  that 
we  can  no  longer 
rely  on  the  benefit 
system  to  maintain  our  stan¬ 
dard  of  Irving  should  we  be 
unlucky  enough  to  fall  31  and 
have  to  leave  work. 

A  type  of  insurance  policy 
:  called  permanent  health  in¬ 
surance  was  developed  with 
this  in  mind. 

As  the  name  suggests,  it 
provides  cover  should  you  fall 
31  and  not  be  able  to  work,  ei¬ 
ther  permanently  or  tempo¬ 
rarily.  The  idea  is  a  good  one, 
but  the  problem  is  that  some 
of  the  providers  are  balking  at 
paying  out  when  customers 
'  make  a  dafrn.  .  . 

They  have  set  up  numerous 
.  kinds  of  testing  to  catch  out 
w|he  shirkers.  But  pressure 
■groups  say  these  tests  can  be 
twisted  to  serve  foe  purposes 
of  the  provider. 

Earlier  this  year  Weekend 
Money  featured  the  case  of  - 
Robert  Napier  who  suffered 
from  a  rheumatic  Alness.  He' 
‘  has  been  racked  with  pain, 
and  found  it  difficult  to  sleep 
and  now  uses  a  wheelchair  for" 
long  distances. 


He  churned  on  his  perma¬ 
nent  health  insurance  policy 
ten  years  ago,  but  since  foot. 
Unum,  his  insurer,  has  chal¬ 
lenged  his  ffliiess  despite  the 
fact  that  hfa  GP  pronounced 
him  an  invalid. 

■Two  years  ago  the  company 
stopped  paying  altogether,  re¬ 
lying  on  a  report  from  a 
specialist  who  said  that  Mr 
Napier,  now  50.  had  grossly 
exaggerated  his  disability. 

But  foe  High  Court  found 
that  Mr  Napier's  case  was 
perfectly  genuine  and  that  his 
payments  of  60  per  cent  of  his 
former  salary  of  £62500 
should  be  reinstated.  The  case 
showed  how  Insurers  are  pre¬ 
pared  tochalienge  a  customer 
even  in  foe  face  of  conflicting 
medical  reports. 


Q 


What  is  permanent 
health  insurance? 


The  rules  changed  in  April 
and  all  payments  are  now  tax- 
free.  The  insurance  company 
will  make  an  open  commit¬ 
ment  to  pay  part  of  your  salary 
until  your  planned  retirement 
age  if  necessary. 

The  maximum  payout  will 
be  three  quarters  of  gross 
earnings.  Illnesses  not  covered 
indude  Aids,  self-inflicted  in¬ 
juries  and  drugs  not  pre¬ 
scribed  by  doctors.  Cheaper 
policies  may  not  indude  ME 
or  mental  illness.  Dangerous 
pastimes  such  as  sly  diving 
may  not  be  caverns  or  you 
may  have  to  pay  a  higher 
premium. 

-  Some  policies  may  pay  out  if 
you  can  only  return  to  work 
part-time  but  you  will  have  to 
pay  extra  for  these.  Some 
policies  can  be  inflation- 
linked. 


600.000  have  been  off  for  more 
than  three  years. 

Benefits  mil  not  replace 
your  salary:  a  family  of  four 
has  to  gaby  on  just  over  £100 
a  week  if  the  breadwinner  is 
off  work  for  more  than  six 
months. 


What  small 
danscs  should 
out  for? 


print 
I  look 


How  do  I  obtain  perma¬ 
nent  health  insurance? 


It  is  insurance  that  re¬ 
places  your  income:  If 


Why  would  I  want  a 
PH  I  policy? 


you  are  unable  to  work  for  a 
set  time  your  policy  wifl  pay  a 
peroditage  of  what  you  would 
ntmfcalfy  expect  to 'earn  until 
youarewdl  again. 


A 


More  than  one  million 
people  in  Britain  have 


been  off  work  through  sick¬ 
ness  or  disability  far  mare 
than  six  months.  A  further 


First  check  if  you  are 
insured  under  your  em¬ 
ployer’s  scheme.  If  you  have  a 
company  pension,  you  may 
also  have  PHL 
If  not.  you  can  purchase  an 
individual  polity  after  consult¬ 
ing  an  independent  insurance 
broker  (You  mil  find  a  list 
from  BEI  BA). 

The  problem  with  employ¬ 
ers'  schemes  is  that  you  have 
to  be  employed  to  receive 
permanent  health  insurance 
payments.  So,  if  you  become 
too  ill  to  work  and  start 
receiving  payments  and  you 
are  then  fired  or  made  redun¬ 
dant  as  a  result  of  your  Alness, 
your  payments  will  stop.  This 
is  becauseyou  are  no  longer 
employed. 


Ensure  that  the  polity 
provides  for  “inability  by 
reason  of  sickness  to  follow  his 
or  her  occupation".  Some  poli¬ 
cies  will  now  say  that  you  have 
to  be  unable  to  follow  any 
profession  or  occupation  not 
just  your  own.  This  means 
doctors,  liar  example,  have 
been  turned  down  if  they  can 
still  do  clerical  work. 


Wifl  I  have  to  wait 
before  I  receive 
payments? 


Yes,  all  PHI  schemes 
have  a  waiting  period 


before  you  can  daim  This  is 
ustuQy  between  13  and  102 
weeks,  so  check  foe  conditions 
before  you  sign  up.  Generally, 
the  longer  the  waiting  period, 
the  cheaper  the  cover.  So 
weigh  foe -savings  up  against 
the  wait  period.  Waiting  over 
six  months  may  be  counter- 
productive. 


Jody  Bretkelly 
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Young  Ridgway'  &  Associates  limited  are 
specialists  in  providing  advice  and  guidance 
for  people  who  wish  to  make  the  most  from 
their  retirement. 


We  provide  completely  independent  advice 
as  to  how  you  can  achieve  the 


Planning 

For 

Retirement? 


MAXIMUM  INCOME 


fe  CAPITAL  GROWTH 


from  your  investments  necessary  to  maintain 
your  standard  of  living  and  to  protect  your 
capital. 

.  \foung  Ridgway  &  Associates  Ltd  aiie 
regulated  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority 
and  aie  authorised  to  provide  you  with  all  the 
infoimation  you  need.  If  you  are  approaching 
retirement  you  should  find  the  time  to  complete 
anri  return  this  coupon  -  no  stamp  required  -  and 
we  will  send  you  a  free  copy  of  our  ‘Refuement 
Planning  Guide’  which  will  give  you  the 
information  you  need  to  know. 


lou'iy 


Young  Ridgway 
&  Associates  lid 

Independent  Financial  Advice 


FREEPOST- 10  Boreffi  Yard,  Famham,  Suney  GU9  7BR. 
Telephone  01252  727122 


please  send  me  a  FREE  copy of your  Hananmt  Pfanim^Goide’biaiiare 

Nan*(MnMra/Miss). 

Adkfaess _ , _ 


vs 

o* 


Wfl- 


FostCode, 


Voting  Ridgwav 
tis:  Associates  Ltd 


Jdqjhone  Nondw^ 
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Our  PEPs  have  '  .  salesmen,  '  commission,  hassle. 


direct 


For  your  free  Virgin  Growth  or  Income  PEP  information  pack,  call  us. 
Lines  are  open  from  Sam  to  10pm,  seven  days  a  week. 

for  the  Growth  ?£P:  minimum  inveitr.en:  £50  n  month  or  f  1,000  lump  ium. 
for  the  income  PEP  £3,OCO  lump  sum  only. 


Vfrgin  Direct  Penonol  HrancSal  Sendee  Ltd  Is  regulated  by  the  Penooal  investment  Authority  for  Efetamnae 
and  unit  trust  business  and  represents  only  the  Virgin  Direct  marketing  group,  past  performance  is  not  necessarily 
agidde  t»  the  future.  Hie  price  of  units  and  any  income  from  than  tango  down  as  wefl  v  up  and  you  any 
not  get  back  afl  the  money  you  invest.  Virgin  Direct  only  market*  its  own  products.  For  yoor  security,  all  c»Bs  to 
Vbgin  Direct  mil  be  recorded  and  raodoody  monitored- 


THE  VALUE  BOND  PEP 


IT 


Better  value  all 


round  for  tax-free 


Chcrge  Y 
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065% 

Nil 

NO  7.04% 

7.57%  | 
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NO 
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NO 
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NO 
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NO 
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NO 
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“  Perpetual 

NO 

l.G0% 

3.25% 

NO 

7.56%*  j  7.5aV  I 

i  Barclays 

NO 

0.75% 

3.25% 

NO 

i 

6.04%  j  ?.C4% 

Sou  me.  Guinresi  nigrl  Treks-  tstatSsJ  gr O'.',  or  al 1 2  rO  exa-D'  C-rriTtf-'J  rTjjhi  17.  i  i  W*  cm  1  M£G  22  ’.  i 
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For  a  high  level  of  tax-free  income,  join  the  thousands  of  ether  investors  who 
have  already  discovered  the  best  value  corporate  bond  PEP  -  the  Guinness 
Right  Value  Bond  PER 


GUINNESS  F  L 


Call  0345  564  564  for  information 


Investor  Services  Department,  Guinness  Flight  Fund  Managers  Limited,  FREEPOST 
(SE  6496)  London  SE1  2YY.  Tel:  0345  564  564.  Fax:  0171-522  30C-1.  Please  send  me  detaik:  of 
the  Value  Bond  PEP. 


Name 


Address 


Postcode 


the  value  of  this  investment  aid  the  income  from  it  may  foil  as  well  as  rise  anc  is  not  guaranteed.  Also,  j 

deduction  of  changes  and  expenses  means  you  may  not  get  bock  the  amount  you  invested.  Tar  benefits  detailed  3 

are  those  currently  applicable  and  will  vary  from  one  investor  to  another  and  may  change  in  the  future,  for  your 
protection,  telephone  calls  may  be  recorded.  Issued  by  Guihness  Flight  Fund  Managers  Limited,  regulated  by  IMRO. 
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Did  you  know  you  could  be  saving  up  ic  £25  a  monfh  completely  tax- 
free?  Start  saving  today  v/ if h  Family  Assurance  end  you  and  your  family 
could  enjoy  a  sizeable  lump-sum  payment  -  tax-free.  V/hat's  mere.,  'he 
Family  Bond  end  Junior  Bend  come  with  built-in  lire  cover  and  our 
charges  are  amongst  the  lowest  or  any  UK  Friendly  Society. 


Call  FREE  for  more  information 
about  tax-free  savings  today  on 

0800  616695 

Please  quote  the  request  code  below. 


ranee  '.-isrwfy  Src'clv  L-r';?n.  rrSEFOS;  -6.R22C 
Id-17  VvKt  Sr.-ds?.  it iarton.  EN ’  26K. 


=ar.::y  Assurance  Friend  y  Scce'ry  I  rFo:;  is  recu'torsc  by  !'ne  ?ea;rci  Vv-esrrr 
and  Vccrsorcted  under  -he-  =-:Wy  Ssc-c-fes  Act  1 992  ?R«g,  No.vE 


A  .‘rcr  t" 


lei  Dato  of  BWi 


Send  tfw  coupon  to;  Rmly  Assunmca  Friendy  Society  Uatttod,  FREEPOST  9X220$,  16-17  West  Sired;  Brighton  BN?  2BK. 

We  nay  send  infermafion  to  you  obout  other  products  offered  by  (he  Social/,  f  you  do  net  wish  to  receive  te  information  - 
please  tick  this  ban.  Q  request 

COOE 

Wfemcjy  as  part  of  our  osJana- service  prog  rariVTK.  f  you  do  not  wish  ta  be  contacted  in  friswoy  ] 

please  fide  his  bn.  O  1 41 39  ] 
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The  galloping  recovery  in  the 
housing  marker  is  giving  hope  to 
beleaguered  housebuilders, 
among  the  hardest-hit  sector  in  the 
long  recession.  But  investors  should 
remain  cautious  as  many  dangers 
threaten  to  ambush  the  industry. 

Last  week  the  Nationwide  Building 
Society  reported  that  house  prices  rose 
by  nearly  9  per  cent  over  the  past  year, 
and  this  week  the  Halifax  Building 
Society  confirmed  the  upward  trend, 
with  a  slightly  lower  figure  of  7.7  per 
cent  for  the  year  to  November. 

By  contrast  the  prices  of  new  homes 
have  fallen  by  13  per  cent  over  the 
same  period. 

Roger  Humber,  director  of  the 
House-Builders’  Federation,  says:  “Al¬ 
though  we  are  seeing  an  increase  in 
volumes  throughout  the  UK,  price 
increases  are  limited  to  London  and  the 
South  East.  There  is  still  not  much  joy 
for  the  South  West  or  anywhere  north 
of  Northampton.” 

Scon  Fulton,  building  analyst  at 
Merrill  Lynch,  the  merchant  bank, 
says  share  prices  of  housebuilding 
firms  have  been  falling  over,  the  past 
.six  months,  in  spite  of  more  optimistic 


T\m  » 


SECTOR 
IN  FOCUS 


growth  forecasts.  They  are  now  trading 
a  near  10  percent  discount  to  the  rest  of 
the  market. 

.  Whether  this,  presents  a  buying 
opportunity  for  gamble-happy  inves¬ 
tors  depends  on  housebuilders’  ability 
to  leap  several  looming  hurdles.  The 
first  relates  to  interest  rates.  Higher 
base  rates  mean  more  expensive  mort¬ 
gages  and.  a  brake  on  die  housing 
market  recovery.  Hopes  that  new 
houses.'  which  normally  represent 
around  10  per  cent  of  ' all  housing 
transactions,  could  ride  on  the  back  of 
the  revival  in  second-hand  house 


market  may  be  shortlived.  A  second 
hurdle  is  the  price  of  lancL.lt  is  in 
shorter  supply  now  titan  in  the  early 
Eighties,  so  prices  are  likely  to  increase 
faster  than  house  {vices.  The  shortage  - 
is  particularly  acute  in  London  and  the 
South  East,  where  the  recovery  is 
strongest.  .  .  - 

Housebuilders  have  already  seen  50 
per  cent  price  increases  in  some  cases. 
Many  firms  are  also  experiencing  long 
delays  in  obtaining  planning  permis-. 
sion  from.  local  councils  even  for  land 

They  already  own.  .  . 

/A  third  hurdle  is  spiralling  produc¬ 
tion  costs.  A  nationwide  skills  short¬ 
age.  thanks-  to  the  ravages  of  the . 
recession,  at  a  time  of  increasing 
demand,  will  push  wage  costs  up.' 
Building  material  suppliers  will  also  be 
looking  to  charge  more.  .... 

Mr  Fulton  sums  up:  “House  price 
inflation  should  generate  greater  vol¬ 
ume  in ,  the  new  houses,  so  1997  , 
presents  .  a  rosy  ’  picture..  -  But 
housebuilders  will 'enjoy  only  a  short 
time  in  the  sun.  This  is  the  right  time  to 
buy  on  a  short-term  view."  He  recom¬ 
mends  -Berkley  Group,  the  executive 
home  specialist,  which  is  concentrated 


1  in  the  Smith  East  where  the  recovery  is. 
strongest.  Astute  timing  of  land  sales' 
and  purchases  has  contributed  to  a 
strong  balancesheti. 

The  big  volume  builders*  Barratt 
and  Persimmon,  are  also  recommend- . 
ed  because  bf  their  impressive  land 
banks.  Barratt,  trading  at  a  .15  per  cent 
discount  to  the  rest  of  the  market,  looks 
griod  value. 

Steve  Chamock,  building  analyst  at 
Charterhouse  TSney,  the  stockbroker, 
believes  the  medium-sized  builders, 
such  as  Betiway.  will  have  the  SeapbBi- 
,!ty  to  adapt  quickly  to  the  volatile^ 
market  Mr  Humber  at  HBF  is  hopeful^ 
that  rising  disposable  income,  im- 
.  proved  job  security  and  the  recent 
relatively  benign  Budget,  will  encour¬ 
age  continued  growth  m  the  new  house 
market,  despite  the  caveats  outlined 
above.  He  expects  around  155.000  new 
homes  lobe  buflf  next year,  compared 
with  an  estimated  140.000  this  year. 

.  But  investors  will  need  particularly 
dear  crystal  balls  to  make  the  right 
investment  decisions  in  such  a  capri¬ 
cious  climate. 

Matthew  Wall 
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The  Index-Tracking  PEP 
that  performs  the  best 


(also  costs  the  least) 


INVESTMENT  PERFORMANCE 
NOV  95  to  NOV  96 


Legal  &  General 


Kleinwort  Benson 


HSBC 


GROWTH 


18.47% 


Virgin 

A  glance  at  the  table  I 

/  Average  UK  Income  &  Growth  Trust  16.08 1 

w ill  show  that  -  since  l - 

its  launch  one  year  ago  -  the  Index-Tracking  PEP  from  Legal  &  General  has  proved 
that  it  offers  PEP  investors  unbeatable  va lue  for  money 

It  follows  the  FTSE  All-Share  Index.  This  Index  reflects  the  performance  of  the  entire 
stockmarkct.  so  it  removes  the  risk  of  being  overexposed  to  shares  which  under¬ 
perform  arid  lessen  your  return. 

x  'y.-  ''  m  fact.J£6.000  invested  in  the  Legal  &  General  Index  Tracking  PEP 
last  year  would  now  be  worth  JiTJ10*t  compared  to  just  £6.965  in 
.V  the  average  t.*K  Income  Sc  Growth  Trust  And  there  s  still  time  to 


17.92% 

17.90% 


16.08 % 


"T  "  ’£■'  invest  this  financial  year. 

Unbeatable  cos ts- 


•>  A’’  /'J  P  a  >  you  won't  End  a  cheaper  PEP  anyw  here  else.  And 

there  one  still  no  initial  charges  or  withdrawal  fees  to  pay. 

'u  To  find  out  more  about  dir  a  m  am  a  •  ntHn 

UK's  best  value  PEP.  caff  now.  or  return  the  ■  flC  ittOGXmi KIGwUflff  m  t m 
coupon  below. Alternatively. you  can  contact  /IfT/l/l  MM  /?/?  *99 
us  at  hctp./Avww.Iegahind-genanJ.co  uk 

rtivv  ryfirmu'  w "dvr  A4DLQ7 


TSinutr  MitnipaLon  j  bid  in  hnl  lu\h  *uh  fy*"-  tihrunic  rciarrrwd  Ifiim  Ul.  I !  9S  la 01  IMK.iAwbuvb  }Thi-.  aule*  au  jOo*zukv  Air 
Jit}  mMa&rmcm  vtiupe-  nfjk-h  mi?  apph&hlc  tu  3  PIT  hw  «»ur  chapr%  wmU  not  vputkaiitl}  alter  die-  periururwee  thsjtmy.  Put 
pcTfurmmir  J*.  art  imsuJn/i  a  guide  fuiunr  paHirauihv.  Both  ujptai  and  axintv  lalucs  rmrpi  lAttrn  t*eH  »  up  uadmj  max  nut 
(Ct  luck  the  fimomt  uiVL-rJtd.  Tu.%  H'ownpitiin*  JTC  itn  nr  current!*  jppkcMe  Milare  suhftxi  n»  «uncorT  efuntf  The  *aiuc  nf  Clt  retief  mill 
depvnl  uo  nuar  Unfit hltul  imwiwi aces  .Ml  •/««(  j pph  /.»  pas  nrer^twg  nfw0i  tn  ana  cneLy  Fall  anno)  death-  jtc 

jrullMc  in  rtifiKbi  All  'iirmumi*  jtc  onen  as  ax  01 1  /.**■■  Fnr  inur  protculma  uS»  will  u>taO\  hr  rtonJcd  and  random*-  muutrfal 
Ujul  &  I irarfal  U  nUT/uv  M nu/xot  United  Rcjastcml  in  Bnjetwd  .Vo.  II* mi#  Kcfl&mrJ  00S«.  Tnoftk.-  Corn.  1 1  fjunrt *  miurafevct. 
Undon  PC4S  t  TP  Hejt uteeJ  h?  MMu  and  the  Perusal  laventtiaH  .Uahuntr.  Member  nfMTJF  If  mi  call  and  mwr  musmnkst.iradoutr 
this  “iff  mh  nrUir  to  UwlS  Oenoal  marl  rung  gamp  product-* 


Post  to:  Legal  &  General  {Vnit  Trust  Managers'!  Limited,  FREEPOFT  SWC0-ki~. 
tairdlif  cfi  nxt: 


A4DL07  J 


*  Mease  scad  me  full  written  details  of  the  Legal  fit  General 
m  Index-Tracking  PEP. 


•  MV.U  Ifi  Mf<-VivVi-»V.i . 


■  txr>Ti  mtr. 


IHTt  Of  BUtm  . 


•  TEl  .V*  Home  , 


*  If  low  Jiirjji  lint  mi  Ftp  hmstmnt.  pfc» r  ifci  Iwir  [J. 

He  mil  rc*iV»or  i.ijifnire/Ji:«nt  a&mwon  ml Uwn  »r  nui  irfinu 

Am , Air jroJuitsia'^TVfc'eM'IWmlK  xS* * <«*«! l-uup.rf v<-tf<una>aia  »r  hcHnr  nuv  f«- 
m mdm  HI  UKI  B  r. U  u <«|M  ftthr  m*  w  dir. .  AiUfr  sriniof  MWi. pkWcOA  hmr 


/ 

Genial  • 

Investment  ; 
Management 


A  total  of  U  million  sav¬ 
ers  put  a  tittle  aside 
each  month  in  personal 
equity  plan  regular  savings 
schemes.  Monthly  contribu¬ 
tions  to  these  can  be  as  tittle  as 
£20.  About  25  per  cent  of  Pep 
investors  invest  via  regular 
savings.  This  percentage  is 


continuing  to  rise  with  the 
arrival  of  mass-market  provid¬ 
ers  such  as  Direct  Line. 

•  The  main  benefit  of  the 
schemes  is  pound-cost  averag¬ 
ing;  when  markets  are  falling.  • 
your  monthly  contribution  buys 
more  units  or  shares  in  the  trust, 
cutting  the  average  cost  of . 


acquiring  your  investment. 
However  gains  depend  on  the- 
underlying  performances  of 
the  investment.  Many  act  as  if 
they  were  putting  money  in  a 
long-term  building  society  ac¬ 
count  They  pay  in  year  after 
year,  without  reviewing  how 
their  savings  are  doing  in  re- 


We  arrange  PETs  from  the  UK’s  leading  provfckra  for  a  handling  fee  of  just  £25  and  rebate  the  faH3*> 
comm  region  to  the  investor-  In  addition  to  oar  3%  comnmaaa  rebate.  We  arecarreudy  able  to  offer  farther 
discoums  (np  to  2%)  from  several  major  ptaym,  aD  highly  inspected  for  owsiandiiig  achievements  in  the  . 
field  of  investment  performance.  So  investing  in  a  PEP  throotfi  Ebon  Associates  gives  the  investor  die  best 
of  both  worids— an  unlimited  choice  ofaD  foe  top  perfomangl'EP^Togetiieriwtii  the  veay  best  dacounte 
avaDabte  in  the  UK.  Save  op  to  £275  on  a  maximum  £6,0to-PEP. 

GO  DIRECT  AND  YOU  WON’T  COLLECT 

out  generous  commission  rebate 

ACT  NOW  TO  TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF  THE  VERY  BEST  DISCOUNTS  ON 
OFFER  IN  THE  UK  FOR  YOUR  1996/97  PEP. 

4re  jai  mkappp  *kh  theperfarmaacr  tfyour  existing  PEF*  Whether  it  be  mtb  a  bank.  buSdiug  sodety  w  odier 
fliiaodal  inaitorico,  if  yoa  are  digainfietl  with  the  performance  of  -your  ament  PEP,  ynn  may  witfi  in 
tansfcrring  it  on  the  same  ldvatfapoos  terms  as  above.  Cw  yonr  losses  and  id  sow!  A  change  fix  the  better  cookl 
pay  you  great  dirtdemis! 

For  timber  deSsal*  oa  pardasng  or  traufemiig  PEP’S  liiroufi  Ebon  Associate^  please  complete  and  icum  the 
coupon  bdow  to  Ssofl  Aaodttes,  FREEPOST  DTI  138,  18  ManwU  Road,  Welling,  Kent  DA  16  1BR  or 

altanatridy  tekphone  ns  cm 

^gfeb.  FREEPHONE  0500  691790 


Elson  Associates 


1 

tmrmarm  fc»ttMewai*w»»ta, 


»wn  I"  ID Jaffa,  j 

V«ek.MbtrnriMi 


Address; 


Pteaso  sand  me  deters  of  the  above  offer  By  return  of  post  □(ptosse  tidfbox). 

I  am  consdsring  an  hvastment£ — - tn  the  — — L_ — - _ _ _ ._.  (companyj 

— - - — -  '■  _ — — — .--{ftmdJPEP.  Ptesse  randtne  Qte  reievam  appdeahon  Iwm  together 

with  a  note  of  your  discounted  terms. 


1  ation  to  other  plans. 

Ptp  savings  schemes  also 
pay  different  yields  and  cost 
different  amounts,  and  .  some 
have  early-encashment  penal- 
.  ties.  Initial  charges  vary  be- 
tween  nothing  on  HSBC’s  aisi^P 
Virgin's  to  6  per  cent  on  Eagle 
Start  general  Pep.  Annual 
management  charges  on  plans 
range  from  nil  to  15  per  cent 
NatWesfs  Pep  savings  plans 
carry  no  annual  managemott  . 
charge  but  a  high  initial 
charge,’  while  Morgan  Gren¬ 
fells  Pep  savings  plans  bear  a 
15  per  cent  annual  charge. : 

Some  Pep  savings  schemes 
are  geared  towards  growth  and 
some  towards  income.  Some  of 
the  newer  corporate  bond  Peps 
carry  high  yields  of  7  to  S  per 
cent.  Because  the  annual  man¬ 
agement  charge  is  usually  tak¬ 
en  out  of  income  generated, 
find  out  the *ize  (tithe  charge,  it 

is  also  necessary  to  look  at 
whether  penalties  are  applied  if 
a  savings  plan  is  encashed 
early. 

According  to  a  survey  by 
Planned  Savings  magazine, 
the  top-performing  Pep  sav-  ' 
mgs  plains  over  the-  past  fiveV- 
years  were  from  HjDb  SamueL 
Jupiter.  Invesco,  OW  Mutual 
and  Gartmore.  A  sum  of  £100 
a  month  put  in  HiU  Samud’s 
UK  Emerging  .  Companies 
Trust  would,  now  be  worth 
El  1505  on  a  total  investment  of 
£6,000.  The  same  mtatthly 
investment  in  Jupiter's  Euro¬ 
pean  and  Income  Ftp  savings 
plans  would  be  worth  £11,437 
and  £10,960,  respecrively.  "The 
same  investment  in  Invesco's 
UK  smaller  companies  trust 
and  European  smaller  com¬ 
panies  trust  would  be  worth 
£10519  and  £10,770. 

Putting  a  £6,000  lump  sum 
in  the  HBf  Samuel  trust  five 
years  ago,  would  have  pro¬ 
duced  £19529  at  the  start  of 
October  this  year.  A  £6.000 
lump  in  Jupiter's  Income  fund 
would  have  produced  £17,443. 

The  top  lumpsum  trust  tnay  |l 
not  be  the  top  savings  scheme. 
Thorntons  UK  Smaller  Com¬ 
panies  fond  is  file  dghtfcbest 
unit  trust  Pep  for  a  lump  sum. 
but  sixteenth  when  regular 
savings  are  considered. 

□  BESt  Investment,  tfje  inde¬ 
pendent  financial  adviser,  will 
give  £30  to  the  NSPOC  for 

every  commission-paying 
lump  sum  Pep  taken  out  via  ■ 
BESt  PEP  magazine.  For  free 
copies  phone  0990 1122S5. 


on 


r  _ 
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^■Txomaj  caroune  MerreSl. 


Sarah  Jones  takes  a  seasonal  look  at  a  risk-free  investment 


Normally  a  quiet  time 
for  Tessa,  this  year  it 
looks  as  if  there  may 

«  a  uule  more  sparkle  to  her 

Christmas.  With  talk  of  inter- 

:  “^petition 

:  could  wk®  again,  hot  up 
•  among  Tessa  providers. 

■  ■  “When  the  move  on  savers’ 
rates  comes,  we  should  start  to 

**'-a  dh*rSence  in  Tessa 
rates.- says  AJastair  Altham  of 

•  Asset  Managers. 

;  "Where  providers  are  keen  to 
8^  new  depositors,  and  tax- 
exemp*  special  savings  ac¬ 
counts  (Tessas)  are  a  good  way 
of  doing  that,  they  are  likely  to 
-  raise  their  rates.  Most  Tessas 
.  are  taken  out  between  January 
ana- April  in  anticipation  of  the 
end  of  the  tax  year." 

Investors  fail  to  shop 
around,  especially  for  follow- 
on  Tessas,  but  there  are  attrac- 
,  trve  rates  available.  Moreover 
last  time  round  the  best  re- 
turns  came  from  the  smaller 
building  societies  —  in  other 
,  words,  from  those  providers 
most  likely  to  be  taken  over  or 
merge  over  the  next  five  years, 
giving  you  the  chance  of  an 
extra  merger  bonus  from  your 
Tessa.  Possible  -flotations 


appear  in  the  best  buy  charts. 
Rte  a  fbUow-an  Tfessa.  far 
example.  National  Counties  is 
offering  a  variable  12  percent 
the  Marsden  a  variable  7  per 
cent  and  the  West  Bromwich 

7.45  per  cent  fixed. 

The  Inflation  Beater  Tessa 
from-  the  society  roost 
rumoured  for  flotation.. 
Birmingham  Midshires,  guar- 
'  antees  to  be  3  per  cent  above 
the  retail  price  index  and  is 
currently  at  7  per  cent.  Mini¬ 
mum  deposit  is  £1.000  and  it  is  • 
also  available  as  a  first  Tessa.  - 
Other  first  Tessas  include 
West  Bromwich's  variable  7 
•per  . cent  and  6.8  per  cent  from 
bath  Market  Harborough  and  - 
the  Principality.  For  fixed  fust 
Tessas  .Yorkshire  is  paying  73 
per  cent  and  Birmingham 
Midshires  7.05  per  cent 
With  expectations  of  base-rate 
'  rises,  savers  may  assume  that 
fixed  rales  should  be  avoided. 
Not  so.  says  Mr  Altham.  “Don't 
be  bamboozled  by  talk  of  short¬ 
term  rates  rising:  'Long-term 
rates  In  the  money  markets  have 
not  changed  dramatically  so. 
many  fixed  rates  still  look  good 
-and  wont  necessarily  rise  as 
'  obviously  as  variable  Tessas." 


Endowment  policy  service. 

More 


than  money. 


trir-M - !1IM 


•  ES3£aO  -  I  ->£8,287 


At  Beale  Dobie  you  gpt  mote  ih»n  ihe  top  price  for  your  with  profits 
endowment  policy.  If  h  has  beat  mining  for  7  years,  call  onr  nearest 
regional  office  with  your  policy  details  for  a  free  and  friendly  service  and 
well  quote  within  48  hours.  Once  you  accept,  we  guarantiee  our  price  even  ff 
bonus  rates  reduce  and  well  grade  yon  through  the  setting  process  quickly 
and  effortlessly.  With  Beale  Dobfeyon  are  in  safe  hands. 

ttlfletoa/Sooffc  01621  ®133  Safin*  SKI  £3  631 

Norik  0Q32391ML  Bdfcnfc  0121 709 2500 

Pkaue  quote  TT48UX 

Beale  Dobie  &  Company  Limited.  Fnllbridge  Mill,  Maldoa.  Essex  CM95FN 


Beale  Dobie 


Ham  bra  Insurance  Services  Group  PLC 


Rogotaed  bj  tbe  tVreomt 
faaMAdaiQ 


However  fixed  rates  should 
only  be  far  those  who  want 
-  absolute  security,  and  can  tie 
themselves  in  for  foe  years. 
The  best  option  is  to  go’  for  a 
variable  rale  that  has  low 
penalties  for  early  esdt,  so  you 
can  move  providers  if  you  sec 
a  more  competitive  rate. 

Tessas  are  still  the  most  tax- 
efficient  risk-free  product  on 
offer  from  the  bank  or  build- . 
ing  society.  However  the 
amounts  you  can  invest  are 
limited:  if  it  is  your  first  Tessa 
you  can  save  up  to  £3,000  in 
the  first  year  and  £1,800  in 
:  each  of  the  next  four  years  up 
to  the  maximum  £9,000.  Some 
first  Tessas  demand  the  foil 
£9,000  which  is  put  into  a 
feeder  account. 

If  it  is  your  second  Tessa, 
you  can  put  in  all  of  the 
capital  saved  —  but  not  the 
tax-free  interest  earned  — 
from  your  first  Tessa.  But  you 
have  only  six  mmths  from  the 
maturation  date  of  your  first 
Tessa  to  deride  which  new  one 
to  go  far.  If  your  maturation 
date  is  pending,  you  should  be 
able  to  find  a  decent  follow-on 
rate  ewer  the  coming  months. 


Alter  hinting  at  Christmas  cheer 
for  savers!  providers  are  looking 
more  like  Scrooge  than  Santa. 
There  wili  be  no  quarter  of  a  per 
cent  rise  across  the  board  for 
savers,  as  there  has  been  a 
wholesale  rise  for  borrowers. 
-  Instead  the  promised  increases 
will  be-  on  selected  savings 
products  and  of  a  varying 
amount  Moreover,  with  band- 
era  quick  to  announce  mortgage 
changes,  savers  are  kept  hang¬ 
ing  an  for  news. 

The  average  savings  rate 
rise  at  Northern  Rock,  for 
example,  will  be  0 3  per  cent, 
although  the  mortgage  rate 
has  gone  up  U3  per  cent  It  is 
also  likely  that  only  the  top 
tiers  of  the  postal  accounts  — 
the  product  by  which  North¬ 
ern  Rock  does  most  of  its 
fighting  for  new  customers  — 
will  be  touched. 

The  Coventry  has  raised  its 
mortgage  rate  025  per  cent  frut 
has 'remarkably  little  informa¬ 
tion  on  savings  rates.  A  spokes¬ 
woman  says:  “Rates  will  go  up 
on  January  I.  but  we  need  to  see 
what  happens  in  the  market¬ 
place  before  we  deride  which 
products  will  be  affected."  Ab¬ 
bey  National  has  raised  its 


mortgage  rate  025  per  cent 
Savings  rates  are  to  go  up 
from  0X15  per  cent  to  025  per 
cent  though  some  fixed-rate 
bands  will  rise  035  per  cent 
“It  is  not  as  simple  as 
putting  up  one  mortgage  rale. 
Different  products  have  differ¬ 
ent  competitive  strings  at¬ 
tached  to  them,"  says  an 
Abbey  spokesman.  "We  have 
to  book  at  the  market  and  if  a 
product  is  already*  competitive, 
it  will  not  rise  so  much.” 

The  Abbey  will  be  chang¬ 
ing  its  rales  far  savers 
with  effect  from  Janu¬ 
ary  I. 

Rates  nn  the  Abbey  Instant 
Saver  account  currently  range 
from  030  per  cent  to  330  per 
cent  From  the  beginning  of 
next  year,  they  will  range  from 
030  per  cenr  to  3.65  per  cent 
hardly  leaving  savers  better 
off  at  all. 

For  example,  a  balance  of 
£5.000 currently  earns  2.70  per 
cent,  which  will  be  raised  to 
275  per  cent.  Investment  Ac¬ 
count  rates  will  be  increased 
from  between  3  per  cent  to  4.75 
per  cent  to  between  3.05  per 
cent  to  5  per  cent. 


:ntage  gross 


Variable  Rote  TESSA*  Ifin  Deposit  Rato 

_ C _ % _ 

Haflmul  Counties  BS  9.000  7  an 

01873  747771 

ABad  Trust  Bank  gnoa  7.00 

0171  6260879 

■farxtanBS  -  id  7jm 

01282  440500 

Chettenham  &  Otauc  '  9,000  7.00 

0000  71 7505 

Uator  Bra*  (NQ  9.000  7.00 

01232898182 

Bbntowhan  Mdahra  BS  Cl  .000  A  7.00 

0045  720721 

West  Branaiicti  BS  .  7.00 

0121  8072415 _  . _ 

Hwd  RatoTESSAa  MInDapnxtt  Rato* 

Julian  Hodtm  Bonk  eg  non  snOF 

01222  220600 

San  Banking  Ctap.  £9,000  7.50  F 

01438744505 

NafWast  Bank  £5,000  7.45  F 

0800  200400  - 

WsstBnwwkfaBS  £3.000  C  7.45  F 

0121  8072415 

Yorkshire  BS  £9,000  7.30  F 

0800378830 

Leeds  5  HottMck  BS  £3.000  720  FD 

0113  2257777 _ _ _ _ 

Escalator  TESSAs  Ifin  Deposit  -  1*1  Yr  2ndYr  3 

-  • _ •  _ %  Fixed  %  Fixed  %f 

WooMchBS  £500  C  5.75  850 

0800222200 

Rani  Bank  of  Seofiand  £9.000  E  850  750 

0800121121 _ '  _ '  _ 

A  Inflation  Beater  TESSA.  Guaranteed  3  per  cent  above  RP1 
B  Fixed  CAR  rate,  interest  paid  quarterly.  No  further  additions 
C  Further  additions  not  permitted 
D  Mo  roes  to  7.40  per  cart  c4£9j000  % 

ETanrtws  on  5  day  notion  plus  a  tnMiniaia  30  day  loas  at  interest  Wnreat  not  compounded. 


Transfer  Terms 


90  day  loss  of  interest 

2  months  notice 
plus  £25  fee 
30  day  notice 
plus  £25  toe 
£30  lee 


180  day  loss 
of  Interest 
28  day  notice 

_ plus  £30  tee 

Trroaiar  Terms 

30  day  notice  +  180  day 
loss  ol  aderest 
100  day  notice  +  180  day 
loss  aJ  interest 

180  day  loss  of  Merest  8 

28  day  notice  +  180  day 
loss  ot  Merest 
Up  to  180  day 
loss  of  interest 
180  cfey  loss  of  Merest 


Ifin  Deposit 


A 


w 


%r 


Source  MoneyFaas 


Don't  get  carried  away,  but  competition  is  hotting  up  among  the  Tessa  providers 


ANSWER  YES  TO  ANY  ONE 


AND  YOU  COULD  TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF  OUR 

3-PART  OFFER  WORTH  MORE  THAN  £17.50 

1)  Do  you  save  any  of  your  money?  Yes  □  No  □  " 

2)  Do  you  feel  that  you  should  get  more 

from  your  sayings  dr  investments?.  Yes  □  NoD 

• 

3)  Would  you  fike  to  find  out  how,  from  real  experts 
who  will  never  try  to  sell  you  a  single  product?  Yes  □  No  D 

Personal  Finance  magazine  is  . written  especially  for  (hose  that  are  new  to 
investing  and  saving,  or  have  too  little  time  to  find  out  all  about  the  options 
for  themselves.  '• ’  •  ••  ’  ’ 

Each  month  the  magazine  explains  all  the  complexities  in  everyday  jargon^ 
free  language  covering  topics  such  as:  ; . 

0  PEPS  #  Pension  and  savings  plan  investments  •  Investment  Twists 
•  Unit  Trusts  •  life  insurance 
...and  much,  much  more. 

All  for  only  £2.25  each  month  from  your  newsagent  But  take  up  this  founder  subscriber  offer,  and  youll  pay 
less  than  £1.45  an  issue. 

Part  1  -  With  this  massive  37 %  discount  you  may  already  be  reaching  for  your  cheque  book.  Well,  hold  on 
a  minute.  If  you  choose  to  pay  your  subscription  by  standing  order  -  not  only  need  you  SEND  NO  MONEY 
NOW  -  but  we  wfll  hold  your  subscription  at  this  price  forever.*  THEN  THERE'S  MORE. 


Personal  "lltl 

Finance 

Risk  d  ‘reward5 1 

What's  right  for 
V°mgpy|  ^  . 

Expel?:.  W* 
advice  ’**" 

Gel  vow  v.it.v.': 
chcckr-d  out 


Formidable 
performance  and 
growth. 


Part  2  -The  jargon-busting  A 
really  mean.  The  news-stand 
price  for  this  invaluable 
companion  publication  to  die 
magazine  is  £2.50. 
vnr  mhgcriiHas  to  Penona 
Finance  M afpnne  it's 
entirely 

Part  3 -WbatPEP gives  you 
all  the  details  on  how  you  can 
get  the  most  out  of  saving  tax 
free.  Published  twice  a  year, 
the  price  of  this  publication  is 

£2.50  per  issue.  For  you  both 

issues  (tcortbSS-00)  uriU  be 

moo. 

So  -  whether  you  select 
standing  order  or  cash  -  fill 
and  send  back  this  coupon 
right  away  (postage  is  paid) 
and  we’ll  help  make  sure 
vou  find  out  how  to  make 
ilie  most  of  your  money. 


to  Z  of  Personal  Finance  explains  what  all  those  complicated  financial  terms 

T-“"“  - - - - j 

1  I  wish  to  become  a  subscriber  to  Personal  Finance  magazine  for  only  | 
I  £1Sl95  for  12  issses  and  claim  Hie  A  to  Z  of  Personal  Finance  (worth  £2.50}  I 
I  and  the  two  editions  of  What  PEP  (worth  £&0Q)  both  Free  to  subscribers.  * 


■  f. 


x.  s  fcU  »V  -.  m£"^" "j 

■■rv'r.'iiSF’Sa*. -»v  "  Sr  .  ■?*.  . 
* . :*a  •  -Jn!r-ev.V A-- 


I  STANDING  ORDERS 

I  Account  to  fac  debited _ ‘ 

I  Account  Ntf _  -  . 

r  : 

I  gjgnmggjsl _ _ _ _ _ 


I  To__ _ ' '  ’  ' _ frank  .  ■■ 

f  Branch  _ ; _ 

I  Address _ 1 _ _ 

L . : - - - - - 

t  Sort  Code  _ _ 

j  Pleeto  pay  Uoyds  Bank,  8  Hottcm  Drcaa,  London  EC1 


|  Account  No  B8281J5  ihesmo!CtflJ35.Brel£W35(mih0 
■  nnu  ifato  each  wsediiq  ysflf  unti  hittfacr  notice  in 
|  writing  anti  debit  mjtibureccount  eaMnyntfy. 


I  enclose  a  cheque  for  fTfiifi  drawn  on  a  UK  bank  and 
made  payable  to 

Chanertamse  Contmunicstims  Group  Uti.D 
Pteasa  debit  my: 

AccessD  VisaD  American  Express  0  Diners  □ 

CartNo _ _ _ _ 

Expires  End _ _ _ _ 

Signature; _ _ _ _ _ 

IN  All  CASES  PLEASE  COMPLETE  YOUR  NAME 
AND  ADDRESS 

Name _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ _ _ 

Postcode _ _ _ 1 _ 

Telephone _ _ _ 

Complete  the  nrapoo  and  return  dr 
Personal  Finance,  FREEPOST, 

4  Tabernacle  Street  London  EC2B  2BH 
puoEMiewaiMrtfMiHwnr  oneteroireiiiaHur 

T-) — r~nii-  ireim 


■  Fnre  bm  to  tax*  yw  ,  :7  ■7”..  n 

1  wnAftoatoarttoKCHwaraiiiBafBiainiiuBDaMieD 


TT07/12/96 


Stewart  Ivory  N°1  in  Emerging  Markets' 


if  you  are  looking  for  top  performance  with 
excellent  growth  potential  -  look  no  further  than 
the  Stewart  Ivory  Emerging  Martels  Fund. 

Launched  in  1992,  this S39  million  fund 
is  top  in  its  sector  over  three  years  and  has 
delivered  performance  well  above  average  since 
December  I992,when  the  fund  was  launched.’ 

Emerging  markets  are  the  powerhouse 

of  the  future,  growing  far  faster  than  ,  'y 

our  developed  economies.  /'  y  * 

I  F  M 


They  can  offer  outstanding  investment  potential 
but  are  volatile  and  are  not  far  the  taint  hearted. 

At  Stewart  Ivory  we  aim  to  mitigate 
yuur  risk  by  investing  only  in  top  quality  well 
researched  companies  -  over  105  spread  through 
2S  countries. 

if  you  seriously  want  the  potential  for 
exciting  growth,  contact  your  financial  adviser 
or  telephone:  12*  FREE 

"\  0800  567100 


Stewart  Ivory  Emerging  Markets  Fund 

45  Charlotte  Square,  Edinburgh  EH2  1HW 

IhikJ  hj  Siru-an  Ivniy  Unit  Tnw  Maujsrr.  Lraunl.  rHpilu«sl  Hv  IMRCl.  Patf  peifutnuiiKc  u.  ihb  minunlv  4  .uuidc  lu  lit  luiiuc. 
anJ  tuttena  mi*imcnt.  nuy  ,'ainc  tin  value  nt  yum  imcaniLm.  and  tie  incnmr  trnra  n.  in  till  a-,  well  v.  rur  and  yuu  may  pp  Kick  levs  than  via  m vested. 
Eacipnj!  marlcdv  are  ptunc  m  ahnve  avmjyr  Miholity  »ml  irk  *r.jvi.iJly  uver  ilk-  ilvm  lertn  *5mncc  Micnipi]  [Vrimmaiwr  meoauidl  «u  h  November  1996 
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THE 


Beginner’s  guide 
to  world  of  Peps 


Anew  booklet.  An  Intro¬ 
duction  to  Peps,  by 
Roger  Anderson  and 
Joanna  Slaughter  and  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Prudential,  prov¬ 
ides  a  simple  explanation  of 
how  personal  equity  plans 
work  and  for  which  types  of 
investors  they  are  suitable. 
There  are  sections  on  the 
different  types  of  plan  and 
how  to  transfer  your  invest¬ 
ment  to  another  manager  if 
you  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
performance  of  your  current 
plan.  For  a  free  copy,  ring 
0800  000000  Mon  to  Fri  8am- 
8pm.  weekends  10am-2pm. 

■  WE  are  encouraged  to  be 
charitable  at  Christmas  but 
die  Chanty  Commission  has 
given-  warning  to  curb  your 
generosity  until  you  are  sure 
die  cause  is  genuine.  Bogus 
collectors  prey  on  the  unsus¬ 
pecting  during  the  festive 
season.  The  commission  ad¬ 
vises  that  those  collecting 
either  door-to-door  or  in  a  pub 
must  have  a  permit  from  the 
local  authority,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  National  Heritage  or 
the  Metropolitan  Police  in 
London.  Only  put  money  into 
sealed  boxes  and  always 
make  cheques  out  in  the  name 
of  the  charity.  If  you  are 
suspicious,  ring  the  CC  on 
0171-210  4556. 


r-'-'  VjV  i--’: 

v*  _■  r|  ;.!i  •  £.*•  - 

ANNUAL  INCOME 


Rates  as  at  December  5, 1996 

Investment  (£)  Company 

Standard 
Rate  (%) 

1  Year 

1,000 

Premium  Life 

4.60 

10,000 

Premium  Life 

5.80 

20,000 

Premium  Life 

6.00 

50,000 

Premium  Life 

6.10 

2  Years 

1,000 

Premium  Life 

5.30 

10,000 

Premium  Life 

6.05 

20,000 

Premium  Life 

6.20 

50,000 

Premium  Life 

6:30 

3  Years 

1,000 

Premium  Life 

5.60 

10,000 

Premium  Life 

6.25 

20,000 

Premium  Life 

6.35 

50,000 

Premium  Life 

6.40 

4  Years 

1,000 

Premium  Life 

5.60 

3,000 

ITT  Lon  &  Edin 

6.35 

5  Years 

1,000 

Premium  Life 

5.90 

3,000 

ITT  Lon  &  Edin 

6.45 

Source:  Ctanbaitoln  ite  Broe  0171 -434  4222.  Nat  rates.  Income  and  capital  guararAaod 
Eartyaunentfar.  Terms  wry.  Morthfy  Income  m»y  be  suaBafaie. 
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■  PUTTING  a  child  through 
higher  education  can  cost  as 
much  as  £17.400.  But  few 
families  make  provision  for 
this  bfll.  although  it  is  now 
proposed  that  the  mainte¬ 
nance  grant  be  entirely  re¬ 
placed  with  a  system  of  loans. 
Barclays  has  produced  a 
guide  to  help  parents  to  invest 
For  a  free  copy,  ring  0800 
374373. 

I  BECAUSE  of  die  increase 
in  the  tax  levied  on  insurance, 
travel  insurance  premiums 
are  likely  to  rise  next  year  by 
up  to  20  per  cent  By  taking 
out  an  annual  travel  insur¬ 
ance  policy  before  December 
31,  travellers  will  be  able  to 
avoid  these  price  increases  for 
the  next  12  months. 

Wexas  Travel  is  offering  to 
its  members  a  policy  of  world¬ 
wide  travel  unlimited  trips 
abroad  of  up  to  31  days  and 
also  winter  sports  for  £60  or 
£57  per  person  for  a  couple. 
Cover  for  longer  trips  (up  to 
ten  weeks)  is  available  for  £99. 
Membership  of  Wexas  starts 
at  £39.58  per  year  and  in¬ 
dudes  comm  issiorv-free  trav¬ 
eller's  cheques  phis  free 
subscription  to  Traveller 
magazine.  Call  0171-589  3315. 

Anne  Ashworth 
and  Lizanne  Rose 


m  rnimm 

SAVERS' BEST  Bifirs 

mm 

INSTANT  ACCESS  ACCOUNTS 

Account 

Notice 
of  term 

Deposit 

Interest 
Rate  Y  paid 

Teachers’  BS  01202  887171 
Scarborough  BS  0800  590578 
Bristol  &  West  BS  0800  901 1 09 
Bristol  &  West  BS  0800  901 1 09 

Bullion 

Inst  by  Post 

Inst  Acc  Post 
Inst  Acc  Post 

instant 
Postal 
Postal  ’ 
Postal 

£500 

£5,000 

£10,000 

£25,000 

4.80  %  Yly 

5£0  Yfy 

.  5.85  ..  .Yly 

6.05  .  .  Yly 

NOTICE  ACCOUNTS  &  BONDS 

Account 

Notice 
of  term 

Deposit- 

\  Interest 
Rate  -  paid 

Cheltenham  &  Glos  0800  717505 
Leopold  Jos  &  Sons  0171  5992323 
Nat  Counties  BS  01372  747771 
Northern  Rock  0500  505000 

Direct  30 

40  Day  Notice 

Direct  90 

The  Promise 

30  dayp 

40  day 
go  day 
31.l2.98p 

£100 

£10,000 

£20,000 

.£10,000 

-  5.50  Yly 

6.22  Yly 

6.30  Yly 

.  6.60  .  Yly 

FIRST  TESSAS  (TAX  FREE) 

Account 

Notice 

of  term 

Deposit 

Interest 

Rate  paid 

Sun  Banking  Cop  01438  744505 

NatWest  Bank  0800  200400 

Birmingham  Midshires  BS  0645  720721 

West  &umwich  BS  0990  143668 

5  year 

5  year 

5  year 

5  year 

£8,575 

£5,000 

£1,000 

£250 

7.50  F/Yly 
7.45.  F/Yly 

7.00.  -  -  "Yly 

.7.00  -Yly 

91  92  93  94  95  96 


Ordinary  A/e‘  ;1JB0  j^20 
Investment  A/e**  4.76  3£0. 
Income  Bond*  a  6.00  4-flO 
'first  Opt  Bond*  6.00  4.80' 
43rd  Issue  Cfifttz*  535 
ChBdrsn's  Bondf  8-75 .. 

Gen  Ext  Rate  3-51 
Capital  Bonds  a ;l  6.66  6.32 
9th  Index  Lintedfs  2.50  . 
Pgnsnrs  Bond  S3  #7.00  5.60 


080  - 10-10,000** 

2J8S  2MDW*7  Imtti 
aso2.ooG-25.axr'  .3mth 
3.eot,ooMo;ooo**.. 

~  100-10,000  Sday 

’  25-1.000  Imth 

3.99'  100-250, 000  8day 

100-10,000  Sday 

420  500-50.000  flOday 


0645645000 
0645645000 
.0645  645000 
0645646000 
0645645000 
0645645000 
0645645000 
0645645000 
0645645000 
0845645006 


YJflKAGO  tn  adfitVT)  to  SI  3tttS2  tnktng*  tffPQt]ta  but 
atdinWESQQ-in000&amhifarm&"n*rti&si»iJ&- . 


CREDIT  CARDS 


Card  type 


Interest 
per  month 


APR% 


Peeper 

annum 


Co-operative  Bank  0800  109000 
“  pita!  One  Bank  0800  669000 
art  Fleming/S  &P  0800  829024 


Advantage  Visa 

0.64%NC 

7.90%  N 

Nil 

Visa 

0.80%N 

9.90%N 

m 

MasterCard/Vrsa 

0.92%C 

11^0% 

m 

PERSONAL  LOANS 


APR 


Monthly  payment  on  £3,000  for  3yrs 
with  insurance  no  insuranca 


Northern  Rock  BS  0345  421421 
RBS  Direct  0800  121 125 
Direct  Line  0141  2489966 


12.90%H 

14.00% 

14.80%E 


£112.68 

£114.78 

£114.25 


£102.59 

£101.45 

£102.46 


Nb.  C  =  no  Interest  ftea  period.  E  =  Available  to  comprehensiw  motor  insurance  policy  hofctera  over  22  yews.  1 
lafl  other  rates  variable),  H  =  Higher  rata  appAe3  it  msunznce  not  arranged,  N  =  Introductory  rata  for  a United 
Interest  paid  on  maturity.  P  -  By  Post  only 

*  RATES  SHOWN  ARE  GROSS  AND  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE 
PLEASE  CHECK  RATES  BEFORE  INVESTING 
Source:  MoneyFarts.  toa  Monthly  Guide  to  tosstmerKS  Mortgage  fates  (01692  500  677) 


period,  OM  = 


5  years,  paid  moj 
Male:  Age  60  .  .  Age  65 


inadvance 

A^e70 


Equitable  If  Level 
.  Sun  Lf  of  Can -.—.Level 
Canada  U  — — level 
Generali  _ _ : — Level 


Standard  Lf. 


Level 


£10^77  £11,187  .  £12^81 

£9,881  £10,920  £12,340 

£9,828  £10,905  -  £12,375 

£9.844  £10,880  £12^30 

£9,778  £10,844  £12£48 


SINGLE  UFE 

Female:  Age  60 

Age  65 

Age  70 

£9?W 

£10,027 

£10,975 

Canada  Ufa  — 
Norwich' Union, 
^un  lif  of  Can... 
Pnxtential - ■_ 

_JLbvb1 
...Level 
...Level  - 

-JjBVd 

....  £9,133 
•  £9.129 
£9,142 
£9.092 

£9,937 
'  £9,882 
£9^80 
£9.847 

£11  ills 
£10,989' 
£10,968 
£10^49- 

JOINT  LIFE,  2/3  WIDOWS 
(level  annuity) 

Male:  Age  60 
Female:  Age  55 

Age  65 
'  4ge60 

Age  70 
Age  65 

Eqtitabte  Lf _ .—Level 

Sun  Lf  of  Can  ..—..Level 
Canada  Lite . — ...Level 

Norwich  Un  ■_ . Level 

Generali - ..level 


£9,046  £8563 

£8,768  >  £9,340 

£8,709  £9,324 

£8,698  .  £9259 
£8.681  £9.252 


£10278 

£10,157 

£10,199 

£10.065 

£10.114 


*  Maximum  purchase  Cl 00,000.  Maher 

Source:  AmtorOtvet  (0171 5369383) 


ralas  tot  amokm. 


Statistics  compiled  by  Lizanne  Rose 


FIXED  RATE 


Gross  Buying 
coupon  price 


%  Minimum 

Gross  Issue  purchase 
yield  price  amount 


Interest 
rate  % 


Birmingham  Midshires  9.375%  105.04  8.914  100.17  1.000 

Bradford  &  Bingtey  11.625%  128.09  9.075  100.13  10,000 

Bradford  &  Bingtey  13.000%  144  02  9.028  10020  10,000 

Bristol  &  West  13.375%  147.84  9.047  100.34  1,000 

Britannia  13.000%  143.67  9.048  100.42  1,000 

Coventry  12.125%  135.42  8.923  100.75  1,000 

first  National  11.750%  12629  9.253  10025  10,000 

Halifax  8.750%  100.%  8.702  100.82  50,000 

Halifax  12.000%  13422  8.644  10028  50.000 

Halifax  '  13.625%  155.06  8.787  100.00  50,000 

Leeds  &  Holbeck  13.375%  15025  8.902  10023  1.000 

Newcastle  10.750%  121.71  8.816  10022  1,000 

Newcastle  -  12.625%  140.74  8.971  100.45  1,000 

Northern  Rock  12.625%  144.30  8.749  100.14  1,000 

Skipton _ 12.875%  14420  8.928  100.48  1,000 


Building  SocfeUc 
Alliance  &  Letc 
0181  742  0471 
Nationwide 
0800  302010 
Bristol  &  West 
0800  606088 
Banka 

Bank  ot  Ireland 
01734  510100 
Mkfiand 
0800  494999 


129  £200-300k 
2.84  to  6500k 
1.95  £15k+ 


75 

75 

90 


0.99  £20-1 45k  95 
3.74  £100k+  80 


Disc  of  52% 
until  1.1027 
3.90%  discount 
for  1  year 
fixed  at  125% 
to  1.1027  ’ 

625%  disc  6  mth 
3%  disc  6  nrths 
3%  discount  for 
1  year 


FLOATING  RATE 


Gross 

coupon 


Buying 

price 


Issue 

price 


Minimum 

purchase 


Cheshire  (28/09-27/03)8.41563% 
first  Nat  (20/09-20/03)  8. 48750% 


107.63 

101.63 


100.00 

100.00 


1,000 

•1.000 


Lender 


Interest 
rate  % 


Loan  'Max 
size  % 


Notes 


RBS  =  Permanent  Interest-bearing  shares 
Source:  ABN  AMRO  Hoars  Gouett  —  0171  601  0101 


j  share  in  focus  -  gus: 

*  I.  SHARES  DIP  ON  PROFITS  FA 


jte  hb  Us  Apr  May  Jtfi  Jm  Aug  3nr)  Qg  Boit  One 


Budding  Societies 
Scarborough 
0800  590547 
Chor1ey'&  District 
01257  279373 
Mansfield 
01246  202055 

Banks 

Bank  of  Ireland 
01734510100 

TSB  Bank - 

0500  758000 


025  £30-100k 
020  £60- 120k 

0139  £75-1 25k 


95 

80 

90 


029  £20-1 45k  95 
3.75  •  £1Sk+  95 


6.73%dsc-6mth, 
2%-6m,0-5%-1yr 
6%  discount  for 
6  months  ' 
825%dec-6n]th, 
2%6m,1%-1yr 


62S%dsc-6  mth 
3%  dsc-8  mth 
2%  discount  for 
1  year  • 


Lender 


(Societies- 
Bristol  &  West  -  125 

0800608088 

Lambeth  3J4  £15-t5Qk 

0171  9281331 

Coventry  -  .4.85  to  £125k  .  95 

0800126125  - 


£15k+-  -95- 


95 


5.04%  disc  6  mrrth 
then  1%disc6mth 
325%  disc  for  12 
months 

2.14%  discount 
for  2  years. 


Banks 

Bnk  oflreiand 
01734  510100. 
TSB  Bank  . ' 
0900  758000 


029  £20- 145k 
325  £15k+ 


95 

95 


6.25%  disc  6  mtfra 
3%  disc  6  mths 
3.74%  disc  for  12 
month* 


tenders,  toper  Job ns  me/  Grst-Umo  buyers  taUss  ty  &ay  s  Grades  LM  {0175* 


the*sv»times 

THE  SUCCESS  STORY  OF  THE  NINETIES 
CAN  YOU  ALWAYS  GET  YOUR  COPY?  . 

Dear  Newsagent  please  deByee/sawe  me  a  copy  of  THE  TIMES 


Name- 


Address.. 


J*6srcode_-' 


•  ■'  Si-*- 

.-niro-ttsa 


bu  area 


AEGON  UFE  ASSURANCE 
Edinbon*  PUL  PdnfcUEfc.  EHU4SE 
0UI  3399141 

Balanced  SZUJ0  ”5*0  -  100 

UK  Equity  to290  733.W  -  4.10 

Property  41200  4W0  ♦  0J0 

Fixed  Interest  J66.5a  W7S0  •  IjOO 

Mu  Dry  2W70  3»  •  D-B 

Lnunultoiut  <22 JO  447.10  *I0JP 


ABBEY  UFE 
HntrirnliiirW  Ra 
BHSIAL 
0UB229Z373 
Cunoduu  54 
Ethical  54 
International  S4 
Protected  Giti  54 
MlanPaaDC 
European  $4 
PropMScr4 
Equity  Jed 
Manser  4 
CujitSrrt 
Money  Set  4 
Fbed  IntMT4 
American  Ser4 
High  rnc  Ref  4 
Indexrd  Im  MM 
Japan  Strt 


ALBANY  UFE 
3  Darhn  Uuc  Ponm 
01707*2311 

Equity  Fd  AX  -  ivnoo 
European  Mux  « un 
Ftml  lot  arc  575.3) 

GWMwuyur  sucwo 
Inll  Maimed  act  72? 2D 
tin  Fid  Im  Arc  J75.7D 
Japan  Fond  24 aeo 
>■  Anuttara  Arc  42X40 
Prop  Fd  act  47*,i» 

MulUpte  la*  Act  I247.W 

ALLIED  DO  BAR  ASSURANCE 

Swhufan  SM  ILL 

0775JSMSM 

Fed  Ini  Drp  atx  404JU  425  io 

EquuyAcc  p 70i in  jroi.ii  -zijn 
PriTeiTT  Ag  b5l*J0  bOnJO  •  IDO 
FarEatTAtl  JJ7in  J4WP  -2.40 
Manayrd Capital  ol27l>  M5.XI  -  lilt 
dtf-aa  l^npo  l.tMcJO  -luu 

DintmtAcC  IIF5J«.>  i?la.7D  -Jl  to 
GDI  Atx  5HJU  ija. jn  -  q  711 
Amer  Equity acc  lll'.JD  ||7«te  -UjMI 
Ama  Man  Ace  4<*70  <"340  -  4« 
Altar  Ptryt  ACC  III2D  I24.»  «  I  m 
DutiHRutm  Bunch  25 JJ  Zuta  -  qjo 


Id?  tfl 
ISO  ID 
2  Id.  50 
124  w 
2sa.R0 
214J0 
W7.I0 
2M50 
77TJJ0 

JS4 

XI» 
JdJJJO 
U7JI 
418  50 
2Jtl<« 
JIM7 


4B.<U 

-  a» 

IbSM) 

-  0.40 

231.10 

*  240 

IJUto 

•  040 
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^Sav*.  For  and  against 
"'k  the  A&L  stance 

From  Mr  Mall  lee 
Sir.  I  would  like  toofier  some 
support  for  the  Alliance  and 
Leioester  Building  Society,  as  I 
jjjjeheve  a  lot  of  recent  criticism 
■  is  unfair.  How  people  can  say 
that  the  disabled  are  being 
discriminated  against  is  ludi¬ 
crous.  this  only  occurs  when 
the  first  name  is  that  nf  a  rarer 
who  possesses  an  account 

*  themselves  and  certainly  these 

rcses  should  receive  attention 
from  the  society,  but  take  note 
'here  are  also  others  in  this 
;3«  kj>.. ,  situation,  therefore  it  can’t,  by 

’  ^  *UiTftc-  lefirution.  be  discrimination. 

'**  As  for  the  individuals  who 
(aim  they  should  receive 
lore,  they  should  go  back  to 
ursery  school.  The  society 
lade  it  very  dear  that  the* 
hare  distribution  plans  were 
ndedded  and  just  as  any 
ther  investment  it  was  a 
amble.  It  is  a  loss  of  one  vote 
'hich  is  being  compensated 

*  nd  to  this  end  the  individuals 
oncemed  may .  vote  against 
le  conversion  or  vote  for  it 
ad  accept  one  bonus. 

’tors  faithfully, 
fATT  LEE. 
a  Tafi  Hall, 

Campaign. 

Inois  61820,  United  States. 

Fyn  Mr  C.  Nicholson 
S;  Mr  Mountain  (Free- 
"  sires  row  deepens.  Novem- 
bi9)  should  realise  all  meth- 
ocof  keeping  savings  carry  a 
rii  Bank  notes  hidden  under 
fl<r boards  will  be  eaten  away 

_  bjinflation,  if  not  by  mice. 

r  .  Sires  can  lose  part  or  all  of 
thr  value,  and  returns  on  all 
#  ^  othr  investments  are  almost 

■*-t  5ijV£C;  ceain  to  be  less  than  could 

ha  been  earned  elsewhere. 

?r  a  large  sum  in  a  bufld- 
insociety  account  to  perform 
wi  not  only  must  the  society 
avert  in  the  short  term,  but 
ittlso  must  pay  variable 
buses  which  are  sufficiently 
gduated  to  reflect  the  large 
auunt  on  deposit.  Even  now 
wdo  not  know  if  this  will  be 
th  case  with  foe  Halifax 
viable  share  distribution. 

Ir  Mountain  took  some- 
thg  of  a  gamble  in  leaving 
0,000  plus  with  the  A&L, 
fring  that  the  bonus  payout 
vu  Id  more  than  compensate 
ft  the  relatively  low  rate  of 

_  irrest  he  was  getting.  If  he 
bked  the  wrong  horse  he 

. . . —  h  only  himself  to  blame. 

•  r  Yirs  faithfully, 

I  \  |f*  COFFREY NICHOLSON. 

9B road  bottom  Road. 

Nttram.  Cheshire. 

bm  MrDJi.  Mar-chant 
&  My  wife  and  I,  as  regular 
sers  with  the  A&L  since 
19.  feel  similarly  aggrieved 
tJane  Beer  (What  a  differ¬ 
ed  a  day  makes,  November, 
<We  allowed  our  balance  to 

- —  op  to  £93.61  between  "  Sep- 

fiber  30  and  October  20, 

Dur  account  normally  holds 
tween  £1,000  and  £2,000. 
nly  twice  has  ft  dropped 
low  £100— once  in  1993  and 
:  above.  So  now  we  are  not 
Uy  deprived  of  a  vote  but 
so  free  shares.  If  interest  had 
ien  added,  we  would  proba- 
y  have  been  OK.  We  feel  the 
unter  staff  should  have 
amed  us  of  the  consequences 
our  withdrawal 
3urs  faithfully. 

ENNIS  MARCHANT. 
Freeman  Way, 

*  uom,  Leicestershire. 


The  iniquities  of  student  grant  calculations 


'E  5UVES3 


From  MrJ.  Horwood 
Sir,  I  was  very  .interested  to 
read  your  article  (Call  for  less 
fox  on  family  values,  Novem¬ 
ber  9)  showing  that  remaining 
married  is  a  severe  disadvan¬ 
tage  to  one’s  tax  health. 

This  is  true,  but  I  would 
point  out  that  the  disadvan¬ 
tages  imposed  by  the  national 
fox  system  pale  into  insignifi¬ 
cance  when  compared  with 
the  disadvantages  suffered  by 
a  married  couple,  whose  child¬ 
ren  attend  university  and  who 
are  seeking  financial  support1 
from  "their  local  authority.;' 
Essentially,  the  grossly  unfair 
rule  is  that  the  income  of  step 
parents  and  the  contributions 
made  by  a  divorced  (absent) 
parent  are  not  taken  into 
account  when  assessing  the 
grants  available  to  university 
students. 

This  leads  to  the  most 
blatantly  inequitable  situa¬ 
tions,  for  example  a  woman 
not  working,  and  therefore 
with  no  apparent  income  of 
her  own,  whose  two  children 
are  at  university,  married  to  a 
man  with  a  very  high  income, 
is  assessed  as  having  zero 
income  and  therefore  both  the 
children  receive  foil  local  au¬ 
thority  grants. 

The  minimum  that  this 
costs  the  local  authority  is 
£3.420  pa,  and  if  the  students 
are  medical  students  on  clini¬ 
cal  work,  ft  could  well  cost  the 
local  authority  upward  of 
E7.000  pa.  The  new  husband’s 
income  may  well  be  such  that 
he  can  afford  to  give  both  his 

Victim  support 

From  MrA.G.  Phillips 
Sir.  All  credit  to  Anne  Ash¬ 
worth  (Contemptible  tendency  . 
to  blame  victims,  November 
16)  for  her  pressing  in  her 
column  for  action  for  the 
victims  of  pensions  mis- 
sedling. 

There  has  long  been  a 
tendency  to  investigate  crimes 
which  involve  .  even  modest 
violence  with  more  vigour 
than  those  which  “merely*’ 
result  in  the  victims  incurring' 
financial  loss. 

Even  then,  the  emphasis  is 
on  the  perpetrator  of  the 
crime.  Hie  situation  with  acci¬ 
dents  iseven  worse. 

To  the  best  of  my  know¬ 
ledge,  there  are  still  many 
cases  of  the  victims  of  air 
disasters  which  occurred  in 
file  1960s,  of  coach  ,  crashes 
almost  as  long  ago  and  of  1 
many  other  accidents  at  foot¬ 
ball  stadiums  and  on  the 
roads,  where  liability  has  been 
challenged,  where  the  victims 
have  yet  to  receive  any  land  of 
compensation  at  aD. 

_  Not  only  have  they  suffered 
personal  loss,  the  loss  of  a. 
breadwinner  and  possibly 
trauma  as  well,  but  continue  . 
to  be  denied  any  financial .. 
support . 

And  of  course,  we  all  pay  for 
losses  resulting  from  comput¬ 
er  fraud,  the  foil  extent  of 
which  is  not  declared,  or  even 
not  .  detected,  by  large 
companies. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ANTHONY  PHILLIPS, 

32  Upper  Street. 

Salisbury, 

Wiltshire. 
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Many  parents  are  outraged  at  the  way  some  people  cynically  exploit  grants  for  students 


step  children  brand  new  cars 
for  their,  18th  birthday 
presents. 

At  the  very  least  this  de¬ 
prives  the  local  authority's 
education  budget  of  funds 
which  could  well  be  spent  on 
much  more  deserving  targets. 
Moreover,  since  the  recipients 
of  this  largesse  tend  to  crow 
about  it  to  those  of  us  unfortu¬ 
nate  enough  to  have  remained 
married  and,  therefore,  re¬ 
quired  to  pay  through  the  nose 


for  our  children  at  university 
in  spite  of  a  relatively  modest 
income,  it  gives  rise  to  under¬ 
standable  resentment. 

I  cannot  believe  that  it  is 
difficult  for  local  authorities  to 
require  information  about  the 
income  of  both  partners, 
where  someone  has  remar¬ 
ried,  or  indeed,  is  living  in  a 
stable  relationship  or  to  re-, 
quire  information  about  the 
financial  or  “in  kind"  contri¬ 
butions  made  by  an  absent. 


Bad  news  for  those  awaiting 
Revenue  refunds  with  interest 


Underpay 
SurcKar^ed 
inferest 
Ovfi nrier'^  ' 
<)»'$ chafed  with 
disinterest*  j 


M:  J 


'7\~k 
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From  Mr.LJ.  How 
Sir  J  am  sorry  to  inform  Mr 
Abbott  (Letters ,  November 
30)  and  any  other  readers 
hoping  to  obtain  6.25  per 
cent  interest  tax-free  from 
the  Revenue  by  overpaying 
their  taxes,  that  the  rules 
are  skewed  against  them. 

Any  payment  of  tax  above 
that  demanded  will  not  qua¬ 
lify  for  interest  on  repay¬ 
ment  Under  the  new  seif- 
assessment,  demands  are 
based  on  the  previous  year’s 
tax.  so  refunds  are  only 


likely  to  arise  to  those  with 
falling  incomes  or  who,  for 
instance,  ceased  trading  the 
previous  year.  flliey  still  get 
demands).  On  the  other 
hand,  interest  charges  and 
surcharges  await  thosewho 
underpay  “on  account" 
without  due  reason,  among 
which,  shortage  of  money  is 
not  included.  The  taxpayer 
cannot  win. 

Yours  faithfully, 

LJ.  HOW, 

(Ex-Inspector  of  Taxes). 

13  Wood  Street,  Pfinarth. 


divorced  or  separated  partner 
in  order  to  assess  parental 
contributions  to  the  support  of 
university  students. 

Until  this  is  done,  the  entire 
system  will  continue  to  be  an 
inequitable  farce,  and  local 
authorities  will  be  paying  out 
enormous  sums  of  money  to 
undeserving  recipients. 

Yours  faithfully. 

J.  HORWOOD. 

76  Copers  Cope  Road. 
Beckenham.  Kent 

Singles  plea 

From  Ms  A.  Le  Cornu 
Sir.  As  a  single  person  recently 
returned  to  the  UK  and  who 
finds  payment  of  rent  an  ex¬ 
cessively  large  chunk  of  her 
salary,  yet  who  prefers  not  to 
be  obliged  to  share,  I  write  in 
wholehearted  support  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Balsam's  letter  (Tax  and 
the  single  girl.  November  23) 
where  she  brings  attention  to 
the  fact  that  single  people 
must  bear  (00  per  cent  of 
many  costs  alone.  Any  propos¬ 
al  by  whatever  government  to 
raise  tax  for  those  living  alone 
will  be  a  serious  hardship  in  a 
society  which  increasingly  dis¬ 
criminates  against  singles  — 
to  the  extern  that  even  holidays 
demand  a  “single  (and  prohib¬ 
itive)  supplement”  if  they  pre¬ 
fer  not  to  sleep  with  a  complete 
stranger;  whether  male  or 
female  is  not  usually  specified. 

I  plead  for  more  awareness  of 
tiie  true  hardships  faced  by 
many  people  living  alone. 
Yours  faithfolly. 

ALISON  LE  CORNU. 

22  Joel  Street,  ■  I 

Northwood  Hills,  Middlesex. 


Double  trouble 

From  Mrs.  J.  Davies 
Sir,!  was  intrigued  to  read 
(Hotel  shares  are  still  hot 
property,  November  30)  that 
Stakis  Hotels  is  buying  Metro- 
pole  Hotels  for  £327  million. 
Would  Stakis  have  done  better 
to  spend  a  fraction  of  this  sum 
incorporating  a  few  single 
rooms  into  their  new  hotels? 

We  have  been  told  the  Bath 
hoiel  has  no  single  rooms. 
Clever  eh?  Then  you  charge 
extra  for  any  single  person 
who  has  to  sleep  in  a  double 
room.  Is  there  not  discrimina¬ 
tion  or  exploitation  here? 
Yours  faithfolly. 

JUDITH  DAVIES, 

43  Rarkwood  Road, 

Tavistock.  Devon. 


SELLING  YOUR  ENDOWMENT? 

FOR  BIGGER  HONEY 


CALL  SEC  NOW 

0181  107  1666 

Wg^buy^rfeixlowment3wfl1p4ryou  ' 
much  more  tfan  the  surrender  value. 

Phone  our  helpful  staff  now  for  that  extra  ash  and  ' 
peace  of  mind.  Your  policy  met  be  at  least  8  years  oid  and 
satisfy  our  selection  criteria.  FAX:  0181  207  49  SO 

AE  SECURITISED  ENDOWMENT  CONTRACTS  KC 
MM  SEC  Mmm.  It  ThnUld  St.  Bontaiawood.  tfamWMttZ. 


SEC 


Renewing  your 
Home  Insurance  in 
December  or  January? 


UP  TO 

UP  TO 

£25  OFF 

+ 

32%  OFF 

1st  year’s 

Home  contents 

Buildings  premiums 

premiums 

Switch  your  buildings  insurance  from  your  mortgage  lender  and  we'll 

give  you  £25  off  your  1st  years  premium.  Whars  more,  if  you  take  out 

contents  insurance  with  Prudential  at 

the  same  time,  you  will  receive  a 

15%  discount,  plus  there’s  a  further  . 

20%  off  your  buildings  and  contents 
premium  if  you’re  aged  50  or  over. 


Find  out  how  much  you  could  save. 
Call  now  for  a  free  quote.  PLUS  a  FREE 
home  security  video. 


YOURS  FREE 


Call  Pmdential  on  0800  300  300 

Lines  arr  open  Sam  to  Spin  Monday  in  Friday,  ‘.Jam  ru  5  pm  Saturday  and  Mam  ro  2pm  Sunday. 

For  your  protection,  calk  on  this  number  will  be  recorded. 

Please  note,  in  some  cases  we  may  not  be  able  to  provide  a  quote.  Please  quote  reference  GAD  173. 


Thought  for  the  day 


INSTANT  ACC^ 

f  UP  TO  .  > 

ki3* 


xjmm 

amount 

GROSS  P.A- 

£100,0004 

63D% 

£50,000  -  199,999 

l».05%  . 

nMHO  -  £49^99 

£10^)00  -  £14,999 

SM% 

£5,000  -  £9.999 

535% 

iniftsi.  Without  penally.-  . 
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Living  it  up  in 
retirement  means 
topping  up  your 
company  pension  now 


Having  more  time  to  enjoy  life  is  an  enticing  prospect, 
whenever  you  plan  to  retire.  But  wifi  your  company  pension 
be  enough  to  let  jam  do  all  you'd  like  to? 

To  get  the  maximum  pension  available,  you  would 
typically  have  to  be  in  the  same  company  pension  scheme 
for  40  years.  And  changing  your  job  just  once  can  result  in  a 
quite  dramatic  reduction  to  your  pension. 

Topping  up  your  company  pension  by  means  of  an 
Equitable  Free-Standing  Additional  Voluntary  Contribution 
Scheme,  however,  can  help  you  make  up  the  difference  and 
look  forward  to  living  it  up  in  retirement.  Your 
contributions  are  made  from  your  gross  income,  with  tax 
rekef  currently  at  the  highest  rate  which  you  pay. 

Remember  that  the  value  of  tax  relief  available  will 
depend  on  individual  circumstances  and  that  current 
legislation  can  change  in  the  future.  ■ 

What’s  more,  we  don't  pay  commission  to  third  parties 
for  the  introduction  of  new  business. 

If  you’d  like  more  information  by  post  and  by 
telephone,  call  (0990)  38  48  58  or  tecum  the  coupon  below. 
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Early  losses  almost  halved 


TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the-  previous  day’s  close,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a  stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
price/eamings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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RACING 


Silver  Groom  earns 
vote  in  open  contest 


THE  £50.000added  William 
Hill  Handicap  Hurdle  (3.05) 
at  gandown  today  represents 
a  victory  for  sensible  plan¬ 
ning.  Two  years  ago  Teinein 
might  have  carried  lOst  121b, 
faced  around  half  his  14  oppo¬ 
nents.  started  dose  to  odds-on 
and  won  in  a  common  canter. 

However,  an  overhaul  of  the 
race  conditions  has  achieved 
the  desired  effect  The  early- 
dosing  condition,  embracing 
minimal  penalties,  has  been 
abandoned,  and  a  ceiling  im¬ 
posed  on  the  highest-rated 
horse  means  that  no  top-class 
hurdler  can  compress  the 
occasion  to  suit  a  stablemate 
conveniently  weighted  near  ■ 
the  foot  of  the  handicap. 

“The  race  was  dead  in  the 
water."  David  Hood,  William 
Hill's  racecourse  representa¬ 
tive,  said.  “Under  the  old 
conditions  they  would  under¬ 
standably  have  run  scared  of 
Teinein,  but  this  time  there 
would  have  been  20  runners 
with  some  give  in  the  ground. 
It  is  a-good,  competitive  race, 
which  is  what  everyone 
wants." 

Teinein  still  holds  a  fine 
chance.  Yet  the  fast-improving 
gelding  is  no  blot  on  the 
handicap,  a  fact  reflected  by 
his  1M  quote  from  the  spons¬ 
or.  He  is  an  attractively  priced 
favourite,  but  there  are  plenty 
of  alternatives  for  those  pre¬ 
pared  to  took  elsewhere. 

Teinein  is  161b  higher  than 
when  he  started  the  campaign. 


By  Julian  Muscat 

A  more  telling  factor  is  likely 
to  be  file  drying  ground;  the 
five-year-okl  has  never  pre¬ 
vailed  with  the  word  “firm”  in 
the  official  going  and  looks 
worth  opposing.  It  also  re¬ 
mains  to  be  seen  how  Embel¬ 
lished.  the  well-backed 
challenger  from  Ireland,  copes 
with  the  likely  fast  ground. 

Mystical  City,  Bam  a.  Boy 
and  Make  A  Stand  are  closely 
matched  on  Their  recent  en¬ 
counter  at  Cheltenham.  That 


Nap:  MULLIGAN 
(1-20  Sand  own  Park) 
Not  best:  Silver  Groom 

'  (3.Q5  Sandown  Part?) 

represents  solid  form,  but 
Silver  Groom’s  emphatic  vic¬ 
tory  at  Ascot,  where  Bama 
Boy  finished  9*2  lengths  third, 
makes  Reg  AkehursTs  candi¬ 
date  attractive  at  the  weights. 
Silver.  Groom  goes  particular¬ 
ly  well  on  a  sound  surface  and 
merits  the  vote. 

Highlight  of  the  Chepstow 
card  is  the  Rehearsal  Chase 
(2J2Q),  a  OO.OOOadded  handi¬ 
cap  of  limited  weight  range  de¬ 
signed  to  attract  the  top 
chasers  in  the  country.  It  has 
failed  in  this  respect  even  if 
the  contest  is  intriguingiy 
poised. 

The  highest-weighted  horse, 
on  list  101b.  is  Mr  Mulligan, 


who.-  together  with  Trying 
Again,  St  Mellion  Fairway 
and  Sister  Stephanie,  is 
embarking  on  his  first  season 
outside  the  novice  ranks.  Offi¬ 
cial  handkappers  maintain 
that  the  apparent  lack  of  high- 
dass  steeplechasers  is  aft  illu¬ 
sion,  yet  the  Rehearsal  Chase 
has  attracted  just  three  sea¬ 
soned  campaigners.  Only  one 
of  them,  Belmont  King.  vnQ  be 
running  from  his  proper 
handicap  tnaxk, 

Four  years  ago  several  soft 
opportunities'  for  high-dass 
steeplechasers  were  culled 
from  the  programme.  Recent¬ 
ly.  a  spate  of  valuable  handi¬ 
caps  chases  have  been  run  on 
lively  ground.  However,  the 
suggestion  that  countless 
trainers  are  begging  for  suit¬ 
able  opportunities  is  hardly 
vindicated  by  the  field  at 
Chepstow,  where  easyground 
is  available.  Further  pruning 
of  the  steeplechase  pro¬ 
gramme  appears  inevitable.  - 
If  Mr  Mulligan  is  allowed 
an  easy  lead  he  may  not  be 
punished  for  hitting  the 
occasional  fence,  but  he  fooks- 
vulnerable  on  his  reappear¬ 
ance.  A  strong  gallop  would 
stretch  Trying  Again?  suspect 
stamina.  Belmont  King  has 
not  run  for  19  months,  while  St 
Mellion  Fairway  has  yet  to 
master  his  art  With  Grange 
Brake  and  Sister  Sephame 
some  way  out  of  the  handicap. 
Terao  s  a  speculative 
selection.  " . 


1250  Major  Summit. 
.1.20  MidBgan 
liSBletachhom  Bard 


THUNDSiER 

2,30  Sound  Man 
T  ;  SiS  araELUSHE 
3.40  Tata  Rambler' 


,im  ■  .mw.«rowesi3pf,fAS)ipsD 
teOTfl  rate.  Sta-Sgae  tom  ML  P  r- 


■  HrinM— - - -Bms{7)  8ft 


Jtacptf  mri*.  «•**.  V— M*  no) 

poled  tan  U — uasaed  rider..  B— tang*  GaM oo*Nd> ft** fteeewif— Ira. flood ® 
S— ap.  R-Mrtgri-  D—  fan.  twi.'  £— aooiS— tot  good  ta  safl. 

bSi— jyg&ri  Hhmet.  The  Tones 

(fidmt.Btarar.  CD— esese  ad  ittn  .fttatoltafl tappe$am$ 


GOMfe  GOC®  (GOOff  TO  FSfti  M  PLACES). 


will  i  ti’i4i 


1 .2U  ffi*TY-va*0VtCB  CHASE  (Grade  i  E1434&  2m)  (4  amis) 

1  -S41ZT  DCWN.IICraJ.14iFA5Wi5S3el*BoejaH»BrilJobBnoMi-4  KWfcown  86 

2  ■  abwg.  UJ&PKR  2D  d  Fwd  P  £33*  9-1 W) _ _  lUne  94 

3  1W211  *SBnawfM«WSito}U wuw imh - * 

4  1061-11  MlilBMi 17 (BjljS) Rady Hud} P McMsn 511-0„ - -Alfeprfre 

BEttWGt44  lUBgn.  S-1  W*r  Own  4-1  ladter.  51  Dow  H»  W 

lass:  carftte.tr  strohb  mm  ft  nm*  (5*  1 0  aw*  e  w 


:•  1 7 1 H  a  i  :  S.ft ,'H  >  3-4 !  M .  i~  K'  J I .  I . 


._  HrPtofafe 
$-114  fi  Tomer 


doom 


THUNDERER 

12.45  Stevte’s  Wander  Z20  Mr  Mulligan 

.  f-nrfi-,, .r.nirf  250  Tread  The  Boards 

1.15  Cadougold  MOOrftayal 

1 .45  Bflfygoal  Gruff.  350  Devon  Peasant 

The  Times  Private  Handicapper's  top  rating:  350  DEVON  PEASANT. 


MrMuHigan  makes  his  seasonal  debut  in  the  Rehearsal  Chase  at  Chepstow  today 


2-50  SCUDAMORE  CLOTHING  NOVICES  SELLING  HURDLE 

(E1,954-.2m4t110jd)(l0iumere) :  '  . 

1  5G384U  AJUSSOnmoSl  tA-Manftrtnnrtp)GI4cCiMl5-1[M2__ _ DBrtdM 


******£ 


W9S:  SOUND  WBi  74*7  B  ttanody  JS* M  E  trfiarif  5  «w 


SQ3B-4U  JVWSOnriL  10(B) (Mien ftatontart  OllsCOut  51512____.  DBririMter  £ 

040346  U7WUXS?  21(H)  I  VMb)HBttb  51512 _ _  D  Fofttp)  7V 

ZD-53  t£BWM2a(C^i1(r}CEBB«B$-W-12-  .. _ _ _ _ _  C  Made  .64 

P7P4-PPO  LETS  60  KM  12  (Iks  A  Etmfl  Ms  LJaral  510-12 _ _ _  DU%52. 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  SOFT  (CHASE  COURSE);  SOFT  (HURDLES) 


12.45  DECEHBBl  WUDSJ  HURDLE 

(Orv  I:  £2.694: 2m'110yd)  (10  Fines) 

1  0-  QMNCU  23^  itatatalN  Bata*  511-5 _ VSUBJ  n 

2  XBMSM0046F(MCAlld)JSpegnv 4-114- _ OBridBwttar  - 

3  066054  KUURIOEZ1  (P  Mcenpery)  A  Carril  6-1 14 _ DMxrk  BB 

4  4004  MUUnW  19 [T Duo^a) R Hna 5-11-5 _ DOUOnn  82 

5  RBlBE7F06UdsmBnit Metal* 7-114 _ APMcCqv  - 

6  IV  SOUIIGMUrBOr  6096)10  Dad)  Ms  SIMHB5-11-S _ SMdH  - 

T  STBnes\WHDBn2F(6lkiw  BLlexcOjn 6-114 - MrJLIMrn  - 

8  210-  IHRS fARIHKGS 2E9 S) (K BrMn) J OM 6-114 - - - GUptoa  - 

9  503-5  TDWET0024  (T  Wtoj(JT«taofi-(b«ei5-1!-5 _ _ _ C  Marts  ffi 

10  000B0-  AIIAZOM tfiWTS  100 (S&ggJLOascrti 4-114 _ M-JOnfck  - 

BET7WG;  52  Rum.  51  ToopcMoi  51  Dancns.  51  IMMr.  51  One  faddngs,  SeniCs  Hhnkr.  151 
flflas. 

1995:  PDI0FOTE  5114  0  BtidpMr  (51)  M  Pipe  14  at 


1  .15  TftBHi  TOPPERS  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£4.936: 2m  4f  110yd)  (8  lumas) 

1  103AM  BUUHM0WME11  (GIU Peal) PRkftare: 7-124 - - - - —  SFa  - 

2  3210-25  R»mHMLK1BfDGaiUMehDBl)UWMtaaa511-4 - WMhUb  98 

3  021531  SPMffLMSYASW  IB  (CQS1  (VPMtalP  Hobbs  5114 .  — DKarantfKS]  97 

4  5/2311-2  XMGDM  OF  SHADE5 19  (S){R0gdan)  A  Tandl  51 1-0 _  WMas&n  M 

5  025534  CAD0LSUJ18 fCAFAS]  [OJchBan) UPpe 51513 - ftPMcCor  BB 

6  5P611-B  LFTTLEGUNNSnC  (S)  (A Ba*q(1R Free 6-10-8  - - DBrttaHB  BO 

7  534330  MHITAT0R 2B (CO.aQ  (Mss J DbA4 A Jms  12-157 - SIMM  - 

8  005561  HEX  THE  BEK  12  (5|(NVHson)J  Upson  7-104 _ G  SoppM  (7)  £ 

lung  tandem:  Mek  Ita  Bed  512 

BETTWG.  2  -1 5ad5nQ  Tana.  52  Ktagdam  if  States.  51  Ctaaqdd.  7  -1  Iffle  Gena.  51  teas. 

19K:  B&1S  LR  5151 1  G  Toma  fl51)  P  »*te  13  m 

FORM  FOCUS 


5PARKLHG  YASMH  beH  Hohfandose  dnt-tead  |  UTFIE  fiUFBd  teat  the  MaitaB  Goa  041  ja 

novice  lurile  Ji  Bancx  (3m.  soft)  oo  pesstesala 
dart  TOCTHft  BEMttett  Gten  MUM  3HF  ta  15 
now  taodkap  tamfc  a  Fotetw  &  IKW. 
and  b  adO. 

SritaSOE  SMMOWG  YAS14W 


BLLYGQAT  SttJff  2K1  2nd  cF  3  to  Cfenraf  b  VMck  (So  51 
Imted  tandlap  dase  a(  Wofasto1  (Zm  71  llOjd.  Pstain5am 
good)  WiZZWd  AM  4b  d  17  to  Aiata  (3m  3 110yd,  ta 
exoae  in  MAads  Maori  Hmfleta  Ctase  M  dooUe.  beatan 
(JtkastB  (4m  2L  good).  badcap  ttase 

IMKVNS  BOV  63F1  lb  el  2  to  WBslad  ■  Sad-  SAULS  20F3i 

B*  ttebrnte  a  kfi  Urn  It  good  10  ftoA,  April  daaid  Vfiwart 

1995.  FUl  OF  OATS  eonpfcttd  tartlte,  taa  Gmata  aart. 
BMWpae  ok*  in  12-naa  RaMeap  dme  4  SetaeFtat  1NE 


«ntt  pm  a.  goocD  BOW  JR  beta  Flacky 
Ftat  9  in  5ona  ta«Scap  dust  M  Itoatai  Abbd 
(3m  3  110yd,  havyL  1ME  BJOUOJ  COtatetad 
docUe.  beaii)  Ptata's  Btaody  9  to  5-romer 
tBBfficjp  r^rri4t  M  CTOtatEm  Ora  lli  oodA. 
SAML5  ax  M  rf  9  to  Cbm  M  1b  tadcap 
d»*  Wrartoo  (3n  11110yd.  good)  t»  pa»^ 
taites  Mat  . 

Soiedtoa  TME  BOX»  ' 


1  BBC1  ll 

j'j 

Fl 

5  P3ZDP3  MftMMRE  19  (Ms  J  6aMl)  C  PopAxn  51042 _ _ T  Doscmnbt  m  78 

6  1QMP  QARW6  lO  7  pR  [A  Pncs)  R  Jscies  5W-7 _ WUss^  - 

7  2/U2F3  KE5AMTA52  (Bf)(EtoOrt  WGMlomaE-157 _ JPoaa(7)  9B  . 

ft  40554  HOUSES MajOOY lip naoJKBhta* 5157 _ AGtaam  — 

9  WWW  LAURA  LYE  Z3(CProdocfioa)BDeHai  5157 _ G  Upton  - 

10  24/4-  TO®  TIC  BOARDS  442  ID  JOimx)M  Pipe  5157 A P  McCoy  VI 

BETTI&  52  Trad  Tie  Beads.  51  U  Baa.  51  Ma  Set  I.  51  Itatate.  51  CNMa/tIM  Kaaa 
lliiedr.  12-1  Mme  H-1  teas.  • 

1995:  CAVMS10  5114 J  fttaaaRQtf-1)  H  Itaan  ftv  -  -_ 


3.20  RURRY  KH0X  NOVICES  CHASE  ’  s\-  • 

(£3,690: 2m  3f  110yd)  (6  niras) 

1  5Z1D1-1  OR  ROYAL  10  pap  JotaanJ  If  Pipe  50-10 _ L !_  APMcCa  9$ 

2  PP  ASMCY HOUSE  15 ffl Hmnood) B IBtaao 7-1512 _ -.DSatefA- 

3  23121-2  OREAM  f*£  14  (BF^LS)  (C  Data)  D  IGcfcfcoe  51^12 - Wttaa&M  S 

4  OVO  SAUCY'S  YYOF 10  Sis  J  ftotes)  N  Ha^  W5T2  _______  RGnaa 

5  ZVPF»-  SMJSAUID  BOY 231^9  (Mwood  DmA  B Sotb 51512: _ :Dftddgater  — , 

6  233522  SlffSl  COM  10  (Fa  (G  Bmdcs)  R  La  51512 _ _ _ :  .5  Hagai  (S)  £ 

SETTWe  Eras  CS  RcyaL  6-4  Sega  Coin.  51  Oman  Hte  551  StaaHo  Bor.  85-1  tafia,  Ha*  1051 
SauefsWte. 

1995:  CALL  (T  A  0MF 54140  Udgator  (9-4  D  Ncdohoe  B  an  ’ 


3.05  WliJJWi^HWHHCAR  HURDLE 

(£35^16: 2m  ITOydJ  (1 5  • 


3.50  DECaSHl  MAIDBI  HURDLE 

(Div  U;  £2,694;  2m  110yd)  (9  fui mere) 


1  511220  «nmi^m4(Dfia(naiHmSiitfate)Wlftf*alta}515m-  DJ  Casey 

2  12055  £SOttie.S^amCteitata5JftUrt)B5l1-a- _ AMagtee 

.•‘4  .  RDuamdy  SB 

5  2C415 ftSMWaKTa^iijrTMcal P Bb«n5n-7— : - PHte 

6  405433  BfflFM BDY2T inWtasOR 51 M - i:*.  HAAzgaald  _ 

7  458153  MBl£HS77tofi)  (H*  SMRateg^dca^FItate  4-91-4—  RMgtas  £ 

ft  -  232-411  FWBModK2B^m>£apHa^JHoaMJteoao 511-4 _ L.  NIManoa  96 

9  T2ffl52  IMSTERftmS}14nBF.6a<MsEYHhte4^Ba«5l1-3 _ 6BalV  93 

W  112542  CHftMWSCW-15  (&j5a  gCaMaaaeaaa  5414 - : -  dttataaa  96 

11  01 61  IP-  FLYM6 KSIRdcnR2T7ffl^  0^ bte) P 5KW _ _ HBteaay  93 

12  HMS  MWEASWDaP£6arp(tal)«^»5l58_^_ _ : _  BToraeya  97 

13  215P02  UR8MI DANOK28  (0AS)  &  McDtoddft  E9nl  7-104  _ _ _ _ GUd  95 

14  005189  nUW7^Vlidte4FBafMMM - - - :  jRKwanob  84 

15  1BaP54  (MSHVftlftmR  17 (VJXF.6)  (RMnoa) B KtaaMM - BKnsey(3)  73 

LaogtaoJcautttiB  Dane  513,  H*ni5l1.MMbStar  515 

BETTKG:52T«toeLc€-T&rMWaL  7-1  OlnclItM.  51  Star  Doan.  151  Edko  HcL  12-1  damtog 

BH.ftataauteK.mettaa.-- -  .  •£  -  -  -r^’ 

-  iftBS:  Oto’S  SOM  51510 B Dumdr (15®  S Doa22 at  •' 

FORM  RX5US 


.KYStoi-  Mcf.9  to  Spate Trate  to 


1  ASTRAL  MWDffl  68F  Ql  Samtecj  M  Saurian  511-6-.' _ _ _ -  -  - 

2  P  BOWCLBTE COURT 7  (A Sooia) R Atotafl 4-11-5 - APUcCby  - 

3  340-300  DRAlCSTDNE  10  R  ftaad)  R  Bram  511-S - ^  PMdm  bte  95 

4  Q2IRV  PFWfCE  OF  PREY  1C® "pftbf)  N  tMa  511-5 _ ,  .... _ WHtetaon  - 

5  •  0  MML HARVEST 24(5 9itb] A Taad 51 1-5 - ^  SMMM  » 

6  W04P5  SUPRaeGSBTUI  232  (S)(Wa»0J  Old  7-11-5 - GUpajo  »• 

7  20  DEVON PEASMiT  18  DM* 83am) l ColaB  5114T_ _ llrLJeJtonl  ffi. 

8  9WALA  2GF (Ms  0  Wee)  E  Warier  5114 - - - llrRNMqr  (7)  - 

9  PP  MSS  1HE  BEAT  21  ftadba  BlgM}  S  Utftr  5114 -  N  wm  - 

BET7MG:  7-1  Sraaia  Garda.  52  Damn  Paata.  51  Boadta  Oat.  51  SmaM  (toast  Dteerin,  14- 
1  teksd  trada.  251  ofas. 

1995:  POIBHRIE  4-1V4  0  OrMjatu  (51)  H  P^a  14  an 


TCE3E 


^;V:’vr-Ljl.TF 


Blinkered  first  time 

CHEPSTOW^  2.80  Daring  Hen.  TOWCESTTHk  12  55  Happy  Jack.  WEftCRBV:  3 15 
Hotspir  StreaL  WOLVB^HAJMFrtON:  320  General  Academy 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

D  (Wesson 

PltoShs 
J  OH 

N  Tarion-Dans 
PMteoOs 


Win 

fta 

1 

JOCKEYS 

Mess 

»*S  *. 

15 

48 

17 

45 

181 

aa 

333 

265 

25J1 

APlicCw 

DBridsMef 

Dtrstfiv* 

17 

17 

4 

87  214 

67  £4 

18  .222 

T  . 

30 

233 

WMtotaB 

8 

52  114 . 

20 

97 

206 

Cltata 

4’ 

39  ...-163 

11  • 

55 

200 

Odyqrttfn 

3.40  DOUG  BARROIT  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

^347: 2hi  S)  (5  iwras) 


I  ■  6 '  ■  I  sT.* 


Sound  Man  for  repeat 


M»C  HOer  a  and  neck  3rd  of  9  to  Gddco 
Spinner  in  ivria  dm  bm  (2n  4110yd,  goad 

JwWsLS  beedau  g|  5  to.BnaS  tap  ta 
taabtfp  tanBeJ  WMbedy  {&«  4F  llOjd,  good) 


CHEPSTOW 

BBC1 

1.15:  Sparkling  Yasmin  goes 
well  at  this  venue,  but  this 
tough  mare  would  prefer  a 
greater  test  of  stamina.  King¬ 
dom  Of  Shades  developed  into 
a  smart  novice  last  term,  but  is 
unproven  beyond  two  miles. 
With  Cadougold  fully  ex¬ 
posed,  an  interest  on  Little 
Gunner  is  suggested.  A  win¬ 
ner  at  the  minimum  trip  in 
April,  Little  Gunner  had 
Sparkling  Yasmin  well  behind 
over  three  miles  at  Bangor 
and  reopposes  on  better  terms. 
L45:  Bond  Jnr.  Nazzaro  and 
Time  Enough  tend  to  force  the 
pace  so  BOiygoat  Graff 
should  ertjoy  the  true  saying 
lest  on  which  he  thrives.  Full 
Of  Oats  is  a  Warwick  special¬ 
ist,  while  S amice's  jumping  Is 
unreliable. 

2.15:  See  above.  • 

SANDOWN  PARK 
CHANNEL 4 

1-55:  Resist  The  Force  was  SO 
impressive  on  his  Ascot  hur¬ 
dles  debut  that  he  cannot  be 
opposed,  even  with  the  maxi¬ 
mum  impost  The  six-year-old 
defied  a  three-year  absence  on 
that  occasion  and  can  act  on 


TODAY'S  RACES 
ON  TELEVISION 


the  likdy  last  surface.  Aerion 
is  another  promising  sort,  but 
he  looks  too  dose  to  the 
selection  in  the  weights. 

230:  Although  Viking  Flag¬ 
ship  won  this  on  his  seasonal 
reappearance  two  seasons 
ago,  die  nine-year-old  usually 
profits  from  his  first  outing  of 
the  campaign.  He  may  strug¬ 
gle  to  rape  with  Sound  Man. 
the  winner  last  year  and 
guaranteed  ro  be  fully  fit 
Furthermore,  the  Irish  chal¬ 
lenger  appreciates  a  sound, 
surface,  as  he  showed  when 
dismissing  Storm  Alert  here  12 
months  ago.  Lord  Dorcet 
looks  outclassed. 

3.05c  See  above. 

3.40:  Tara  Rambler  should 
prove  hard  to  beat.  The  seven- 


UONDAY:  Fotesfone  rarer  race.  1  001, 
Indian  (12.40),  Musseftxrgfi  {12 20). 
TUESDAY:  Huntingdon  (12  30). 
ftnrtfon  (12.4 Of,  Sadg^gld  (125FQ 

WEDNESDAY:  Hexham  (1250), 
'LaoBstsr  (100).  UigMd  Parte  ifi/tt, 
1.10) 

THURSDAY:  Fakenham  (1250). 
SsaSmm  Part*  (i  OO).  Taunton  fl.10). 
FRIDAY;  Chetertram  (C4, 12.15),  Don- 
castar  (1205).  Ungtfted  Park  yw. 
T22S) 

SATURDAY;  Cheltenham  (C4.  12 St?. 
Doncaster  (C4.  1215],  Haydock  Park 

Ha  meaings  oi  hoK 


year-old  showed  plenty  erf  zest 
on  bis  reappearance,  losing 

out  only  narrowly  to  Burnt 
Imp.  That  form  was  endorsed 
when  the  third  home.  Dally 
Boy,  won  comfortably  *  next 
time  out  Khaiidi  ran  respect¬ 
ably  at  Huntingdon  recently 
but  Tim,  an  easy  winner  in  a 
poor  race  at  Kempton  last 
month,  looks  a  bigger  threat 
Dark  Hooey  has  descended 
the  handicap  but  his  stable  is 
out  of  form. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
CHANNEL 4 

ZA Be  Cim  Bom  Bam  galloped 
to  a  resounding  victory  on  his 
all-weafher  debut  here,  but 
feces  a  much  stiffer  task  this 
time.  Others  with  chances 
indude  Cretan  Gift,  Chewit 
and  .  Chkkawicka,  the  last- 
named  a  winner  on  turf  and 
over  hurdles  in  tin  last  five 
months.  But  AnzTe,  plucked 
by  Gay  KeQeway  from  an  all- 
weather  daimer  ten  months 
ago.  has  undergone  a  remark¬ 
able  metamorphosis.  He  Iras 
since  landed  a  Pattern  race  in 
Ireland,  yet  gets  in  here  141b 
tower  than  his  turf  rating. 
3J0:  like  tire  previous  contest, 
this  raise  was  heavily  over¬ 
subscribed,  which  shows  the 
potential  of  all-weather  Flat 
raring  in  winter.  The  bagger 
trainers-are  gradually  accept¬ 
ing  its  benefits,  but  tire 
problem  here  is  dial  few  all- 
weather  regulars  are  repre¬ 
sented.  Decorated  Hera  can 
oomptoe  a  lucrative  autumn 
campsign.J(AnGDSden%Tep- 
resaKafive  is  favoured  by  easy 
ground  and  should  act  on  this 
artificial  surface.  Prince  Of 
Andros,  the  winner  12  months 
ago.  appears  on  the  wane  and 
tagger  dangers  are  Blomberg, 
Nijo  and  Celestial  Key. 

Julian  Muscat 


THUNDERER 
12£5  Southern  Nk 
GokJensw®.  1351s 
Sweet  Mount  3.35 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


12.55  Reflex  Hammer.  1.25 
t^2J25  Court  Melody.  3.00 


12.25  EUI81PEAN  BREEDERS  FUND  STOKE 
PARK  NATIONAL  HURT  NOVICES  HU&DLE 

(QoafiJrer  £3.414: 2m  51)  (16) 

1  421  SGUDSM IBEHTS  M  (C£)  K  Batay 511-6 _ AHnOM 

2  25  ABSOUFTLY  EQUBMC  402  to  HatoR-SOs  51512.  BPnte 

3  35  BMflC  MBWE  2S9  Ms  J  ftsran  51512  _ _ RFrat 

4  OOP-  COTTAGE  J0XBF  213  W  fifeOril  51512 _ JRtota 

5  522-  QBR£VR)GD 207 NLaraul 640-12 -  PHa*y(3) 

6  344  FME  SR  14  T  Henson  Jms  51512 _ OSzfatfcr 

7  04  HAPPY  JACK  10  (B)P  Jones  51512 - MrAOsw 

8  .300  LUM0 38 XMmv 51512. - TJetes 

9  -PGP  UU9M.HT  UP fttetart 510-12 - IVarn, 

10  0  FHJ  8HDBZE 16 C  Bnrf 51512 - BFtoau 

11  634  SAMMQBHIO 24 N TnStoDates 51512 - CUrnlyn 

12  056  SETUOUTS  DOUBLE  19  Us  A  Han  5151?  ...  SWyene 

13  04  SOR&A  182 JWtata 4.1512 _ Tjltspdy 

U  004  I1EMUMAS1BI10Jtto»)51512 - 0  Parts 

15  3M  BRSXH3 TBW 17 J Jeteson 51B-7 - ECribgtaoP] 

16  4PD0  KAIHUerS  SONS  23  D  Hyde  5157 —  Ur  R  TbonaDD  (5) 

2-1  St.  7-2  SteBtan  KtaU.  51  te*U r  Egorane.  151  Dingle  Wtai 
12.1  SasMk.  151  Bto  WM,  251  ton 


12.55  HOffnUinS  96  CONDITIONAL  JOCKEYS 

HANDKAP  HURDLE  (£2.094: 2m)  (1 0) 

1  24-3  Oft  ROCKET  182  nWAS)B  Octal  1-1 1-1 3..  XMqm(7) 
t  150  BAramTE 35 RLG) Ms II FtoKtoy 4-11-13 .  GCM 

3  MO  UBUPE21  (B>Cltanfrn-10 _ Jlfagn 

4  L05  6THCRAK  SOTBE»  243  (JUL^B  Eras 511-9  PHtoey 

6  -S4S 'OLD  ARQflVES  12  (B/)  LWA  7-114 _ DOUBTFUL 


6  44S  0LD«CaVES12(BflftiSM14ri _ OOUBriS 

6  506  JmeXHttSBUJ itono 5114 . -DPartw 

f  513  SPBWfWIS  14 (Gj8)j Long 5U4 . Xtoteem 

ft  -20(1  10Ut.7Rtov»5i5tt7t-.  .  _ _ SESoto 

9  560  STORM  USER 24 S Md!or 5154 _ EHustaod 

IS  m>-  AieCEX1Jn588F£ Attn 4-151 _ LCaro*s(5) 

2-i  Tato.  5i  art  otae.  51  Scmtayre.  51 6yaeto  Santa  15 1  LTtme. 
Met  Knw.  12-1  aten 


1 .25  BET  WITH  THE^ TOTE  NOVICES  CHASE 

{Qualifier  £4.305. 2m  61)  (10) 

1  52?  G0UJEUSWFTP4 (GS)GBtoSaB 511-2  .  B Fan 

2  SG  AaOg  591P  (Q  Ms  A  Bctata  5H-0_  _ ..  B  Ponte 

3  Cffi»FS«BP4Wto5lT5Z _ Aftmato 

4  526  inreXPOOET  14 (BF.^MaHU^i 511-6  TJMutaw 

5  P  R9XJQ  FOBY  7  G  8riteg5tl-0 _ JRteto 

6  3^6  STAGE  PWKfl  11  fJS  Us  C  Ckc  15114..  Ilm 

7  -S43  MSi£riKMDi8(FAS)!(Ttoskfr(Wei5l1-0 

CUMten 

8  25  BF«3Gffl1tAW32D0G»Wo5IH _ FtFaas 

9  PM  GaaMSWU0M4UCn6Bn5159^ _ LHney 

UJ  B  S*0WD»U.Y17Pff«er51M._ . ;..  EtetaalK 

7-4itatay\Unta.  24  M  fttlpode.  4-1  EoWnaM.  151  Dateb  tog.  12-1 
StojaFton  151  BofctfttaM  o*m 


G0URSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRttBS:  D  MdBtan.  23  mn  190  54  Utotre.  42 C 
Bracks,  7  tan  27.  Z59\  C  ttn.  3  ton  XL  ZM.  T  Itaracm 
tav  6  has  27.  222V  Ms  J  Penn,  9  kgn  41.  220V  D 
G*teflo. 7 tan 32. 184V  • 

J0C3HS-  p  CAgta.  10  mtm  tan  91  rirta.  20  0%.  9  Foam.  3 
f>  a«a». Shorn 31 117V. U ftttante. 3 tan 
27.  H  IV  Italy  QB&K. 


i  ‘  ’/  i  'Tgl 


2mfl«s  110  yards,  Sandown  3-05pm,  Live  on  CH4  TV. 


3.35  WEATHERBYS  STARS  DF  TOMORROW 

OPEN  NATIONAL  HURT  FLAT  RACE 

(Div  B.  £1,291 :2m  (10) 


W4  Temein  14/1  Mystical  Gty 

9/2  Embellished  K/1  Bama  Boy 

7/1  Wrect  Route  16/1  Master  Beveled 

7/1  Silver  Groom  25/1  Dreams  End 

10/1  Eskimo  Nel  .  33/1  Tidjani  .  _ 

12/1  biarming  Girt  33/1  Urban  Dancing 
H/1  Make  A  Stand  150/1  Nashville  Star 
14/1  Flying  Instructor 

.E*^!^*y0,,“P,t,^‘nr,h,l  wWl*  P*»»  1.2.3.  MErtfn  ufluouatlon. 
Aotafate  ■«  to  Pars  9M*w.T«hnaBs  terie  4ft}  m«r  «pp)y.  Kan  nnrar  - no  bet 


UTC5T  ODDS  OH  wataiai  TV  TEXT 

•T«leteaon  OMKG1/8Q2/G03 


T  12  KVBIBiaSTISfl 

2  3  SG  STMTS  BOY  <3 

3  0  BDEW6UR  2B  M II 

4  005  AWCS1S1MBM 

5  5  JET  AlE5215MsJ 


A  Hotes  4-1J-11  _  Mr  G  Steakki  (7) 
0  Ctate  51M. — ._  M  Bory  (7) 

- J  Raftra 

5114 - BAtad 

■  HW„ - _  RFtoart 


6  PEDBBOaUJdtesoo  4-11-* _ •  ECftMuRI 

?  ROYAL  DMQE  V  Son  5114. 1 _ J, .  CLtoMta 

8  24  THE  CROOKS  OAK  26  (Bf)  IF  Ttetao-ttaa  5114 

-  9  2  WELSH SUSBDGtatab 5114  .  Ji 

10  0USTJWWJ»fafc«5l5F3_.__^L.  SCtoS 


□  Ask.  Tom.  an  impressive  winner  at 
Newbury  last  Saturday,  misses  the  Tingle 
Creek  Trophy  at  Sandown  today  in  favour  of  a 
handicap  at  Cheltenham  next  week. 


TO  OPEN  A  CREDIT  ACCOUNT  FREEPHONE  0880  289  ©L.VWIUAM  HUA 
PUKES  SUBJECT  TO  FUtCTUATIOfi. 
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THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  71996 


SPORT  41 


deserts 


ANDREW 

LONGMORE 


HUSH  BOUTLEDGE 


On  an  Irish  jockey 
making  rapid  strides 


A  cool,  crisp  xnoming  at 
Windsor  and  Coaor' 
O  Dwyer  needs  a 
steve.  “IH  be  out  in  a. 
minute. ”  be  calls  over  bis 
shoulder,  disappearing  into 
the  cosy  confines  of  the  weigh¬ 
ing  room.  The  five  o’dodc 
shadow  is  excusable. 
O’Dwyer  has  been  up  early 
rid  ing  work  for  his  new  boss, 
Kim  Bailey.  These  ‘are  stfiL 
impressionable  days  and,  like 
a  schoolboy  at  Interview,  be 
needs  to  be  presentable. 

After  the  first  race,  in  which  ' 
be  gives  Music  Please  an 
introduction  to  die  art  of 
hurdling,  O’Dwyer  is  ready  to 
talk.  He  does  so  easily  in  a  soft 
Wexford  accent,  with  the 
humour  and  self-deprecation 
which  tefls  of  lessons  learnt 
the  hard  way. 

Luck,  that  fickle  commodity 
which  dominates  life  in  this 
travelling  circus,  has  Messed 
ODwyer  with  good  health, 
but  not  enough  good  horses. 
Until,  that  is,  he  was  united  by 
chance  frith  a  tough  young 
chaser  called  Imperial  Call 
and  was  swept  up  the  Chelten¬ 
ham  hill  to  overdue  fame  in 
the  Gold  Cup  last  March. 

At  the  tim&  it  was  tfifficuft 
to  tell  wbo  was  more  bemused 
by  all  the  attention,  die  seven- 
year-old  Imperial  Call  or  the 
29-y ear-old  ODwyer,  the  for¬ 
mer  supposedly  lacking  die 
experience  to  succeed  in  the 
toughest  of  all  jumping  tests 


today  when  the  Gold  Cup 
champion  makes  his  seasonal 
debut  in  the  MM1  Stockbro¬ 
kers  Punchestown  Chase.  “He 
has  put  on  weight,  is  stronger 
and  has  more  experience,” 
O’Dwyer  said.  “There  Is  no 
reason  why  he  should  not  win 
another  one  or  two  Gold 
Cups.  I  can’t  see  anything  at 
the  moment  dial  can  beat 
him.” 

Since  -  Cheltenham. 
ODwyer  has  joined  the  ranks 
of  commuters  across  the  Irish 
Sea,  hitherto  (he  preserve  of 
champions  like  Dun  woody. 
This  week,  it  has  been 
SouthweQ,  Windsor  and  Her¬ 
eford.  then  home  in  tune  for 
dinner  last  night  with  his  wife 
and  two  children  on  the 
Curragh.  One  race  has  not 
made  him  a  better  jockey,  just 
opened  doors. 

“A  year  ago,  if  my  agent  had 
rung  up  Martin  Pipe  or 
someone,  they  would  have 
said.  "Who  the  hell  is  Conor 
ODwyeiT  I  don’t  drink  there 
is  a  lot  of  difference  in  the  way 
I'm  riding  from  five  years  ago. 
I'm  ridutg  better  horses, 
which  gives  you  more  confi¬ 
dence.  Sometimes  before  I 
was  working  too  hard  to  win.” 


ODwyer  is  riding  his  luck  after  last  season's  Gold  Cup  success  on  Imperial  Call 


and  the  latter  just  beginning 
to  wonder  whether  he  would 
ever  catch  up 'with  die  big 

♦imp'- 

.  The  road  to  the  winner's 
enclosure  at  Cheltenham  took 
.a  strange  series  of  . twists: 
Tburles  racing  offwhen  Rich¬ 
ard  Dun  woody  was  due  to 
ride  Imperial  CalL  Dun- 
woody’s  choice  of  Flashing 
Steel  for  the  Hennessy  at 
Leopanlstown.  Chadie  Swan 
being  retained  by  -  Aidan 
O’Brien  in  die  same  race  and 
Fergie  Sutherland,  the  train¬ 
er,  turning  .  fo  the  trusted 


craftsman  O’Dwyer  as  third 
choice.  With  the  race  at  his 
mercy.  Imperial  Call  clouted 
die  last  and  ODwyer  made  a 
terrible  meal  of  staying  on 
board. 

“I  did  everything  in  my 
power  to  wrestle  him  to  the 
ground.”  he  recalls.  “But  I 
didn’t  succeed,  thanks  be  to 
God.  Needless  to  say.  when  I 
got  bad;  to  the  weighing  room 
Chadie  reminded  me  he  was 
already  booted  for  the  ride  in 
die  Gold  Cup.  1  said  ‘no 
problem’.  I  was  just  very  glad 
to  have  a  big  day  out”  But  on 


the  way  home,  in  the  snug  at 
the  Goat  Grill  just  outside 
Dublin,  Sutherland  changed 
his  mind  and  offered 
O’Dwyer  the  ride. 

History  docs  not  record 
how  much  persuasion  took 
place  that  nigfaL  but  as  soon 
as  the  decision  was  made, 
Sutherland  found  O Dwyer’s 
mobile  phone  in  his  hand 
with  Swan’s  number  ringing. 
Old  friends  and  golfing  part¬ 
ners  maybe,  but  .sentiment 
was  not  about  to  part 
ODwyer  from  his  big  break. 

The  partnership  is  renewed 


It  is  typical  of  O Dwyer’s 
modest  approach  that  he 
initially  only  met  Bailey 
to  canvas  a  few  spare  rides. 
An  hour  later,  he  emerged 
from  the  Carlton  Towers  hold 
as  first  jockey  to  one  of  the 
most  powerful  stables  in  the 
lamb “It  was  a  doddle,”  Bailey 
said.  “He  is  very  quiet  on  his 
horses  and  is  a  charming 
man.”  The  praise  is  recipro¬ 
cated. 

“So far,  everything  has  gone 
brilliantly.”  ODwyer  said. 
“I’m  still  getting  to  know  the 
set-up  and  the  owners,  but  Mr 
Bailey  is  very  fair.  He  doesn't 
make  me  traipse  round  the 
countryside  unnecessarily 
and  I’m  riding  some  nice 
horses.”  . 

After  years  of  shadowing 
others,  ODwyer  is  enjoying 
his  time  in  the  sun.  “Jockeys- 
don*t  always  get  what  they 
deserve  because  luck  has  so 
much  to  do  with  it,"  he  said. 
But  there  is  .a  feeling  that 
O’Dwyer  is  getting  exactly 
what  be  deserves,  at  last 


By  Odr  Irish  Racing  Correspondent 


IMPERIAL  CAUL  the  .ttid- 
fenham  Gold  Cup  winner,, 
and  the  two-mile  champion 
chaser,  KLairon  Davis,  meet  nr 
a  fascinating  dash  for  the 
MMI  Stockbrokers  Chase  at 
Punchestown  today. 

The  trip  of  2h  miles  is  not 
ideal  for  either  horse  but 
should  provide  a  useful  guide 
id  their  respective  merits  at 
this  stage  of  the  season. 

Fergie  Sutherland  reports 
that  Imperial  Call  is  in  good 
shape  for  his  first  race  since;-. 
Cheltenham  in  March. 

“He  has  never  been  better  in 
his  life,"  Sutherland  said 
.  yesterday.  “He  has  strength- ' 
ened  up  since  last  season,  put 
on  condition  and  I  am  very 
happy  with  his  level  of 
fitness.”  •, 

In  contrast,  Klairon  Davis 
has  had  a  run.  but  it  hardly 
offered  encouragement  with 
the  vastly  inferior  Hftyseven- 
channels  scrambling  home 
first  in  a  three-horse  race_at 
Leopardstown. 

The  Arthur  Moore-trained 
gelding  will  strip  much  fitter 
today  but  was  well  beaten  at 


Aintree  last  year  on  his  only 
completed  outing  at  2L  miles. 
Interestingly,  both  Klairon 
Davis  and  Imperial  Call  feU  in 
this,  race  Iasi  year. 

Frauds  Woods,  thejockey  of 
Klairon  Davis,  saidyesterdayr 
“The  distance  will  probably 
favour  Imperial  Call  better 
than  my  horse,  but  he  battles 
so  well.  I  will  drop  him  in  and 
take  my  time  in  the  race.” 

This  time  last  year  Merry 
Gate  looted  a  major  Gold  Cup 
contender  when  winning  this 
race  but  injury  put  a  stop  to 
his  good  run.  His  efforts  tins 
season  have  been  moderate, 
two  fourth  placing*  at  Clon¬ 
mel  and  Naas  suggesting  that 
he  is  best  watched  for  the 
moment 

The  three  other  runners 
lock  outclassed  and,  although 
the  trip  is  short  of  his  best  the 
confidence  behind  Imperial 
Call  is  infectious. 

Klairon  Davis  has  proved  to 
be  a  better  horse  in -the  spring 
but  should  still  present  the 
biggest  challenge  to  Fergie 
Sutherland’s  young  cham¬ 
pion.  • 


2,05  M  M I STDGKBR0KH1S  PUNCHESTDWH  CHASE 

(£22.750: 2m  4f)  (6  runners)  . 

1  31M11  WOTL  CALL  268  (OS)  W**"J**fl /  S'***"™!  7‘,Z'° - 

ki  unoN  OWE  77  (6.5)  (C  Jones]  ALT  Moon  MI-5 — -■ - 1^5?? 

;  SS 

i 

BETTHS.  4-7  toswal  DA  94  total  tab.  11-3  Ntoy  Sft,  8-T  Mnwtasme.  Ifi-t  tars-lte  Itfd, 
^  *  ^ggg:  M5W  Btt£  7-1M  B  fliBrto#  (M  W  £  ^  * 


Sacrament  to  flower  in  Vase 


From  Richard  Evans,  racing  correspondent,  in  hong  kong 


SACRAMENT  carries  plenty  of  confidence  as 
he-  attempts  to  continue  Mi  duel  S  mute's 
magnificent  run  of  success  abroad  in  the  Hong 
Kong  International  Vase  at  Sha  Tin  tomorrow. 

Although  Count  Chivas.  runner-up  to  Saintly 
in  the  Melbourne  Cup,  is  likely  to  be  sent  off 
favourite  in  the  lb -mile  race.  Stouten  five-year- 
old  looted  in  peak  condition  as  he  completed 
his  preparation  yesterday. 

-“He*  raring  to  go.”  Gary  Stevens,  the 
leading  American  jockey,  said  after  riding 
Sacrament  in  a  workout  over  half  a  mile 
yesterday.  The  Shirley  Heights  horse,  winner  of 
a  group  two  race  at  Deauville  before  landing 
the  September  States  at  Kemp  ton.  appeared  to 
be  inraagnificent  physical  shape — unlike  some 
horses  who  have  travelled  here  for  the  rich 
international  races. 


Since  the  beginning  of  September,  Stoute  has 
won  a  group  one  race  in  Germany  with  Pil- 
sudski,  landed  the  Canadian  International  with 
Singspiel,  been  second  in  the  Prix  de  l’Arc  de 
Triomphe  with  PQsuddd,  sent  out  the  winner 
and  runner-up  in  the  Breeders’  Cup  Turf  and 
saddled  Singspid  to  win  the  Japan  Cup. 

With  Da  Hass,  the  Michael  Dickinson- 
trained  winner  of  the  Breeders’  Cup  Mile, 
having  suffered  a  troubled  preparation,  First 
Island,  the  Geoff  Wragg-trained  winner  of  the 
Sussex  Stakes,  appeals  in  the  International 
Cup  over  nine  furlongs. 

However,  the  best  value  could  be  available 
about  Iktamal,  the  Haydbck  Park  Sprint  Cup 
winner,  when  Ed  Dunlap’s  runner  lines  up  for 
the  seven-furlong  International  BowL  The 
locals  expect  him  to  be  sent  off  at  KM  or  longer. 


Exeter 

Going: gras-  ■ 

1250  (2m  2t  befell,  Burlington  Sam  (O 
Bmtomw.  11-4):  2,  Thr*  Loader  {7-4  tow);  3, 
Karen's  Typhoon  (0-1).  7  ran  1>H.  3HH  A 
Hot**.  Tctef  £3 1ft  El  50,-11.40  OF.  £270 
CSF-E7-M 

120  (2rr.  a  #0  1.  Ceattoeomax  (Mr  A 
Hduenonh.  12-1):  2  The  Wwle  Hog  (14-1); 
3,  rarawfcK  p-a  Jhal  F rad  5-2  lav  ii  ran. 
in,  31  R  Float  Tola-  £14.40:  ELIO.  £750, 
Cl  7a  OF.  £7270  Trie  £9840  CSF: 
£14041.  Trtewrt  £798 15  No  bM. 

1 30  (2m  3  cii)  1 .  Oanda  (C  Ueweflyn.  1 1 -1): 

2.  Urely  Knight  £7-23: 3.  Wld  Wad  Wnd  (9-1J. 
Squta  SR  *5  tav 9  ran.  NR-  Ashley  House. 
II.  101.  N  TatstonOpMes.  Tote  E1&40: 
E3JftE150.ei.30  OF  £1840  Trio: £3500. 

•  CSF:  £47  54. 

2JJ0  (2m  71  110yd  ch)  1.  Bdm  Soy  (A 
Magwre.  5-2  lav):  2.  Rocky  Pafe  114-1):  3. 
fled  Farads  (9-r>.  1 1  ran  341.  a  O  NKhcteoa 
TOCS'  E39Q.  £1 90.  £550.  E150  DF: 
£1 1430.  Trio  £10560. CSF  £38.32. Titeast 
E2S7.41. 

Z60  Gm  3  hdtel  1.  Wads  Road  (R 
Dunvraody,  5-4  lari;  2  Tha  Land  Agent  pa. 

3.  -Sr  Dante  (13-1)  12  ran  23.  «LteM  H 
Krtatt  Ttte  £220  £1.50,  £1  10.  £230  DF 
£8  (0  Tito.  £2580.  CSF-  £S  45 

520  can  St  htfel  I, DoflMonte  Draam  (G 
Supfto,  14-1)-,  2,  Jeffenaa  05  lav):  3. 
Entotoy  Sum  (14-T)  10  ran  Ml  TJiaStact. 
MtA  SUl  M  Pipe.  Tcte  £1450;  £2  80. 
£120,  £340.  DF-  £2010  Trio  £14670. 
CSF:  £3309.'nmsl  £25381 
Ptacepot  S3BM.  Cksadpot  £22.10. 


Market  Rasen 

Going:  good  good  to  sot  h  ptacas 
1230  (2m  31 110yd  hdej.l. 
CaSagrtan.  (M  tout:  2 


Mali 


it 


3.  PbtWi  Waft  (92)  10  ran.  NR 
Pari;  Just  Fcv  A  ftsason  4  3  6 
Tote  £320:  £1.30.  E3.oaH5aDF.E11 
Trie: £1340  CSF- £2394  Tncasr.E8e.71  No 
bd 

IjOO  an  11 110yd  hdte)  1.  No  Mora  Haaata 
(P  Mven.  B-lfc  2  Ste  CJarte  iT-lf.  3,  Parrel's 
M  (12-11  Bolinarite  I1-8tov  17 fan  2W.ff 
Mra  M  Revofey.  Tola  E&10:  E2  0a  £2  4a 
£470.  DF  £2340. Trio- £5150  CSFE5607 
1.30  (2m  II  110yd  hds)  1.  Good  Vitas  <R 
Gantny.  114):  2.  Ata/u  (B-13  lav).  '3 
Saptertow  Breazs  (25-1).  10  ran  9.  II  T 
Easfcrtw.  Tote:  £4  Oft  £320.  £100.  £4  80 
OF.  £200  Tire.  £7 3ft  CSF.  £431 
200  (3m  4  110yd  effl  1.  Ivy  House  (R 
MoGraih.  M  tav].-  Z  WBocflansis  Boy  110-11; 
2  Spare*  HaB  H4-U  12  ran  51  31  J  J 
CTCii^  Tote.  £3  1ft  C2.00.CS 30  £240  DF 
E2T.8Q  Trio-  £22450  CSF-  £2425  Trisect 

230  (2m  1 1 1 10yd  nda)  1 .  Cantaur  ExpreM 
(T  Bay.  4-5  in).  Z  Share  Dtetfn  (7-1);  2 
Cofcrfcd  AmtJBon  (5-1)  7  ran.  2L  181  A 
SWOB  ToteE1.aaE140.C200  OF.  £400 
CSF-  £681. 

200  (an  if  110yd  Water  p 


Suppte.  Evens  lav);  2  Bold  Boas  (B-l):  3. 
Gotten Helto (8-21. 9 ran  ff.1l  MV&drson 


Tote  £230:  £1  10.  £240.  £1  80  DF:  £580 
Trio:  £630  CSF.  £1133 


330  (2m  If  110yd  fat  race)  1.  The  lady 

S Captain  (K  Grate,  8-1);  2.  Sprig  uue&i  (i  i- 
Ts,  Poppy's  Dream  (8-4  tav)  9  ran  31. 1*1 
ThomTTote  £11.42  C280.  £880.  £1  10 
DF  £24  80  Tito’  £4820  CSF:  ES7.17 
Ptacapat  £1280.  Ouadpat  £4.12 


Hereford  . 

Going;  good  10  Ml  good  m  ptocee 


1240  (2m  3>  110yd  fide)  1. 

(N  Vltimm  2-1  g-torj;  2. 


Boots  Maddan 


JMBUt  2,  Si&EfnB  flyer 


riO-T);  2  BateavWdden  (9-1)  Warner  For 
PkW»  2-1  S-tev.  id  ran  PtH.  171  Sfiss  V 
WBoms  Toos  £330:  £1  40.  €3  40.  £350 
OF-  £22da  Trio:  £2930  CSF  E2367. 


1.10  (2m  31  ch)  1.  Solar  Roaza  (R  Farrars. 
..  --  -j;  3,  lasate  0-1  |t4w^ 


33-1):  2.  Fichu 
Merita  Jay  3-1 


tav  7  ran  H  141 
LarnymBT.  Tote  £34to  B 10,  £320  DF, 
£58  70  CSF:  £141  70.  * 


1.40  (2m  11  tstte  1.  Hviy  (D  J  Btiehel.  11- 
10  lav);  2.  Lane  Street  Btoes  (132).  2  Food 


image’  flO-J).  14  ran.  S.3.  D  8wehe0.  Tote 

£2%r,  £152 ! 


_ .  .  £200.  £2)0  DF  £450  Tno 

£1520  CSF.  £891.  Bought  in  4200Bns 
210  (2m  9  eh)  1.  Mlnera  Mnor  M  M 
BmeB.  il-fi. 2  FeelThe Bower  (Evans tav). 
3,  Znaoon  (6-1)  )3ran  Wt  Legal Antet  lOi 
Iff.  N  T««ttH>DavBS  Tofe  ?4  00;  £150. 
£122  £150.  DF-  £290  Tno  £6«.  CSF- 
£591 

240  (2m  II  tide)  1.  Wayfarera  Way  lMr  C 


Way  OH 

:  2  The  DeatonessJZS- iT  2  Hah 


WudcadfS-g  Raven's  Roost  34  tav  K  ran. 

71.  11  N  Henderson.  Tote  W  00.  €12a 
£1322  £120  DF:  £9200  Trio-  £15180 
CSF  £10211  TrieasL  C4S5  2Z 
3.10  On  II 1 10yd  tfii  l.Caridaran  (N  Manrv 
20-1):  2  Wtaoe  Wonder  (14-1):  2  MariM 
Gossip  (10-1)  Bqiress  Travel  2-1  lav  (is).  15 
rSTTtft  O**  The  V»etart  2L  ivi  T 
GraaJhead.  Tote'  £2340:  £350.  £1210. 
£200  OF  £21680.  Tno-  £63890  CSF 
£28320  Trcaa  £2.75044. 


240  [2m  if  Rst  race)  1.  Dom  Battano  2 
Suthem.  6-1):  2.  Sunday  Ventre  (5-2  tev);  2 
pram fi£M).  IS  Wl.  NFt  Cefendoe  SKI.  hi  N 
TaiBtonOawo.  T«c  C572  £1  42  £122 
£2050  OF  £1980  Tno  £16620  CSF. 
£2211. 


Jackpot  not  wren  (pool  of  £27.479.68 
canted  toflttid  to  Wtawtampton  today) 


Ptecapoc  £83280  Ouadpot  £13630, 


England’s 


THUNDERER 

1 .05  Desert  Zbne.  1 .40  fit  For  The  Job.  2.1 5  Ltahtning 
BofL  2A S  Chewti.  32D  Kay  To  My  Heart.  3.55  0pem 
Bu8. 455  Barrel  Of  Hope.  4.S5  Double-0. 

Our  Newmaricec  Correspondent  2.45  Clm  Bom  Bom. 
3  go  DECORATED  HERO  (nap).  4.55  Double-O. 


GOING:  STANDARD 
TOTE  JACKPOT  METING 


DRAW:  NO  ADVANTAGE 
SIS 


1.05  R0UDAY  INN  CARDEN  COURT 
W3LVERHAMPT0N  HANDICAP 
(Div  fc  £2  3M:  1m  11 79yd)  (13  runners) 


101  mo  KBnwmts 

102  MOO  THREE  ARCH 


WMua6.HU) . JTtett6 

8  (22F.6)  U  Jcfcauo  4-9-13 

DWM0M3 

103  3001  OMA  CASTLE  49  [C51 P  listen  3-9-12  S  Orem  11 

1M  2021  8EST.0FRLM5  ffJ5)J  Beni  4-9-11 .  ^  ..  .  .  G  Carer 8 
« a  seo  SKECI  SUPPOSE  2  NJ3>.6l  C  SS-W  .  .  .  J  Steel  4 
TOE  0025  GOI»l  TOUCH  ISJC^^S)  D  Cascre*  4^6  MRfltere.9 

107  3302  DRA60Umi2ffi£ANLrerulnm-  0Swacy(7)5 

108  S038  lfiFHCUX2CrX{22qifesSttaB745  DmODeil) 

109  6500  (WB)RUN4£QflHoa«Bia)4-9-?  ..  F  Lynch  (3)  10 

lO  0080  ROMA'S  FWMCE  23  (Dfl  K  Beta  3-8-13  ...  □  hated  7 
117  0000  D0LUffl»225O*'«-72.__ .  ...  A  Daly  (5)  13 

112  5111  UBS BA8V 28 (F&S) J Eyra 3-8-11 -  Rlapptil 

113  1323  DESEHI  ZONE  4  (BF^J  A IteTS 7-8-10—.  5Sanden12 
9-2  Urfe  Sate.  5-1  Lnl  Tba  Lute.  6-1  Bed  ft  AB.  Dng»W.  7-1  Dean  Zona. 
8-1  Sdrien  teach.  10-1  On  Cash*.  12-1  otters 


1 .40  BIRMINGHAM  MAIDEN  STAKES 

(Div  1: 2-Y-O:  £2.965: 61)  (9) 

201  004  E-UAB.  2G  (BF)  J  Eicacz  9-0 .  MTaUMl7 

20?  00  ms7UW05UMfl)nS4)_ .  A  QkI  8 

203  0633  HTKJMHI  JOB  BUI  GKI  Tuner  Ml .  T  Sprat*  9 

m  9430  KWASTAISJWfconM.  — .  S01Mms5 

?tB  '  WARP  DRtUE  W  IRar  9-0.  - -  _.  JReU6 

208  0  GftEm  B01U1MR0 115  J  Bcoy  8-9 . GCanarl 

287  4480  HEATHYAHDS-PEAK. 73  R  HoOnsheaC  8-9  F  Lyncb  p)  4 

209  0  MMH) HDCff  W C  Ttaraan 8-0 - -  DlUfeMtS 

209  006  SHOW  EAGLE  2SRKreion  8-9 - 0ane0toe*2 

3-1  &*tn  BateaanL  4-1  HeaSiyanSs  Wart.  5-1  Item  Moon  Fa  Far  The  Job  6-1 
Sooa  Estfe.  7-1  Wap  One.  8-1  E-Mte.  10-1  s ten 


2.1 5  RADCUFFE  FAMILY  &  FRIEJfflS  SELLING 
STAKES  (2-Y-0:  £3^66: 71)  (11) 

331  0021  BAUrrtT  8  (B.G)  ff  6  li  Tmef  B-11 - D  Sweeney  (7)  3 

302  0663  OWSETOWN  FLYER  8  R  HoOnshnd  B-11 - FLjodi(3)4 

303  0008  COUniESSlMG  138  WMolr  8-11 - -  J  Rad  8 

304  3026  HAUAtABi  11  R  Hainan  8-11  . .  R  Pertum  6 

3(6  3402  SENATE  SWNGS  BWUte  8-11 - DwOWlI 

306  00  SWVWtnoCHARICnasJBedanffyB-ll  __  GCnrS 

307  000  T-R-T  EXPRESS  37  E  Afetn  8-11 -  S  Sandra  9 

308  6M  BBiTSJtA  12  D  Corpora  8-6 _ _  .  F  MdUdr  2 

209  083  COOL  GREY  15  J  J  OHtel  8-6 _ _ _  G  MMd  1 

310  0242  U6HTW0  B0LT7  (BF)  MJohnsKn8-6  ._  D  Mad  10 
31!  OQSO  MIMUniWWWIttoM  - - R  Lappki  7 

7-2  LffBBng  Boh.  4-1  Sens  Sanp  5-1  BaUff.  Cool  G«f.  6-1  fiaaafta  7-1 
dBBteaa  R»er  10-1  Comtes  Thnei  12-1  ettra 


2.45  TOTE  MOBILE  TERMINAL 
HANDICAP  (£13.340: 71)  (12) 


401  (5)  0134  MOOtii 


a&Dfjssn 

402  (9)  0110  EHEWT  72  (D/.G)  A  U 
FIGURE  28J  I 


403(12)  5000  HARO  TO  I 


90 


94 


90 


UbsSKetateS-IftO  .  J  fifth 

4-9-12 _  Cady  Items 

(0.F.G.S)  R  Hodjas  ID-9-12 

SDnm 

404  (3)  0034  S1WES  BROW  35  fiDfAS)  6  L  Hree  4-9-10 

BDdlald 

405  (4)  1001  CRETAN  GFT  32  fSfiSJSf  H  tttnodai  5-9-9 

TGUdiughhn 

406  (6)  2000  KR BBlGStAC 32 C/.GJS) S Fahtag 5-9-B.  TSpnta 

407  (1)  6U2  SAlORiMtE 47  KA6JS)  5 Baaneo 59-7  DMctaOW 

408  12)  3150  RAm56(C0£&$lfelSU*sfi4«  _  SMttmto 

409  (0)  5055  OBCKAMCKA 16J  (0,F.65)B  Paltog  5^-4_.  6  Cate 

410  (7)  5301  CM 90U 801(12 (VAFASJM Bel *-9-4  6 ftatoerp) 

411  (10)  0500  KRYSTAL  HAX  8  (ftF,6)  I  Brim  39-4 _ DHatend 

412  (11)  -300  CM8URT0N  35  3LE5I J  Store  34-3 _ SSantet 

7- 2  Arab  5-1  dteaahte.  6-1  IN  Baoeoc.  7-1  Stoppas  Bid..  Cfen  Ban  Bom. 

8- 1  Date  64 10-1  RttS.  12-1  dn 


FORM  FOCUS 


AN210  beat  Amscreg  Bay  head  m  a  B-nrenei  feted  ran  a 
good)  OEWIT  I 


Doncaster  (St,  good).  CHEWTT  baal  High  Hope  Henry  3ftl  hi  a  4- 
nrner  states  a  Unghald  (71 140yd.  tom)  STOPPES  BROW  hate 
2nd  ollO  to  Spender  m  a  nentfc^,  al  Llngfcltl  (51.  AW)  CRETAN 
GIFT  beat  Tier  short-head  in  a  25-nreiar  hanofeap  al  (tedcai  (£>. 
good  to  firmi  wfh  MR  BERGERAC  [13b  better  otl)  5  ft  I  9th 
SAILOR  MATTE  II  2nd  on?  to  SiuRed  n  a  handicap  at  Poraffraci 
ffil,  good)  teh  CRETAN  GtfT  (Tto  worse  oil)  «  m  RAKJS  beaJ 
Chi(B  Vatentno  rradt  in  a  10-njmer  handicap  at  LregheW  (7t.  AW) 
CM  B(M  BOM  beat  Desert  Invader  71  n  a  13-nmer  haneteap  a 
WolvtetianxBon  (S.  AW) 

Selection:  ANao 


84 


82 


3.20  BASS  WULfRUN  STAKES  WE 

(Listed  race:  £31.898:  im  11 79yd)  (13) 

501  ft  4004  BUM8ER650 (FAS) J FaWwe 49-3  ..  GUM 

502  12)1112  DECORATED  HERO  86  fOSl  i  fissdea  4-9-1 

AUc&tona 

503  m2)  S512  KEY  TOUT  HEAR  1 64  (F.G.S)  Ua  SHaS  &9-1 

5  Sadat. 

504  (11  3«M  ROYAL  PffiJJSDPHER  26  (ELS)  J  Hit  4-9-1  DRetmd 

505  (5)  2634  CELESTIAL  KEY*  5-8-13  DUcfcare 

506  (8)  3321  L0CHBEWIGZ7RALi«d{Ws)^B-1S  FJotoran 
50?  (4)  1404  MARAUNQA GB  SJSj  lady Harte M-I3._  DO'Shaa 

508  13)  0222  MJ0  35 IGJS)  D  uO?  5-8-13 -  ORMc&tc 

505  17)  4140  PONCE  OF  ANDROS  104  (CDJ.G5)  C  WU  ftS-13  ^ 

510 (10)  0000  HMSWEM 28 (G£) C BrData 5fi-13  HMnS 

511  111 !  6030  SENBWL  ACADEMY  38  (Y. 0.0)  F  IfeleMT  3-6-11 

MBigJan  80 

512  D3J  0111  THAI  WRWC 18  (Ci£)PlteWftftU-  -  ACtat.  70 

513  (6)5100  RaaC0lBnY«2(PJiS)AWsy  W  -  OftfflP  86 
9-4  Oacsaad  Han,  7-2  Pita  0T  Ante.  5-1  Ma  7-1  Key  to  My  Hm  12-1 
Tha  Utrnng.  14-1  (Mesial  Kb.  ftiff!  PUnsspSH.  16-1  often 


93 


FORM  FOCUS 


D6CORATS3  tCRO  1W  2rd  d  10  Jo  Pi“ 

Perth  a  Samt-Cloud  (1m.  very  soD)  ROYAL  PHILOSOPHER 

4<4f3d.  KEY  TO  MY HEAOT 41  atooM  to  Susy  FSqtfl  nested  rase 

a  Nmnnftei  (im  41.  gcred  lo tani.  caESTTAL  KEY  head  and  i  ki 
Sri  dfiioDBOdon!  ncondBoraraceffl  Dctncatier  (71.  geed).  MJO 
1  Ml  2nd  ol  8  to  Ali-RDsral  r  a  tsted  caw  a  Nwwroites  (im,  good) 
vrim  CELESTIAL  KEY  short-heed  and  2K4  4di 
PRINCE  OF  ANDROS  beat  Don  VBo  1  ft)  in  art  B-rarner  iMndcqre 
laoa  as  Chester  (?m2l  75yct  good  to  tom?  rertt  REBEL  COLW7Y 
(2to  betsar  off)  rated  o8  last  GENERAL  ACADEMY  1*1 3«  o«  6  la 
Danng  Flame  n  a  ctsndtdons  race  a  Redcar  (71.  good  re  tom).  THAI 
MORNING  beat  N*rt  WaiLEH  in  a  12- runner  conwram  raw  at 
LWEteid  (im  2t.  Mr) 

SMection:  DECORATED  HERO 


3,55  GAL  COMMUNICATIONS  HANDICAP 

(£3,864:  Im  40(12) 


SOI  3058  0PBMBWF  18  (C0/.&S)UC5 6 IWbrey 5- IftO 

SSandeall 

602  4244  PRWCE DAH2IG  IX (D/.G)  D  Itarar  Smlh 5-M  GOntBddO 

602  1300  FAR A1EAD 28 (D^)J£pe 4-9-6 -  RLappa12 

604  4520  5EAWTDR  28  (F£)JLKbr6  4-9-5 _  D  Me  Keren  3 

606  0400  MXJFARI 28  (CD.E)  R  HaffesheaP  5-9-4 .  F  Lywh  PJ 10 

606  502?  SREBSPAM 12  ICU.S)  W  Uwr  4-9-4 - Dane  OTteS  7 

607  5130  mSMER DANCE  131  kD/,6)  D Haytti  Jones  9-9-3  ACfaikl 

608  3400  BACKVSKVB (CftS) BLJewrtyn 4-9-3  - URohans9 

609  2035  TR0UMD04JR SONS 39 (CDS) WFtoffi 4-8-1  PMcCahtp)B 

610  0102  R840WN  39  (DJ.G)  Inrt  Hitegdon  4-9-1 .  DHofcmlb 

611  151B  fflJM  FORUM  36  (CDJF.F.G^  L  Uotepue  Hah  5-9-0 

Hants  Dwier  ^)  4 

612  0223  DBELDS 12  PFfl  SYBten 5-8-12..  .  SVB*hrortt2 
4-1  ntwai  5-1  SeaVtonr.5-1  brasteo.  7-1  Fa  AtoaJ.S-1  Tiattadus  Sorg 
9-1  Gtoa  Four  10-1  otters. 


4.25  HOLIDAY  INN  GARDEN  COURT 
WOLVERHAMPTON  HANDICAP 

(Div  II:  £2,835:  Im  If  79yd)  (13) 


) B lAMrimo 3-10-0  L Hewto {5)8 


SBiteMM.-.  -ACIai2 


420?  YHNAM  OUVER 12 1 

0101  S1AHK  26  (C0.Si)  _  _  , _ 

0013  T6SUE  OF  UE&  7  |G)  M  Johnsteo  3-10-0  . ...  DfUandl 
3210  SARASI 287 (C0£) M Baracto 4-9-13..  .  GDaffield? 
4003  BARREL  OF  HOPE  0  (B.F.G.S1  J  Eyre  4-94. .  0  Peps  m  12 
0012  MARAOATA 18  (F^)  R  HfiHitBhead  49-9 .  -  t  Lynch  (3)  9 
.  6(M)  CAUAL00 138 8 Hans 3-9-7—  _  JMcLu«hb)l1 

8  0000  GULF  SHAAD1 30  (C.G)  E  Atom  4-9-7 -  S  Sanders  3 

9  0012  ANKL  FACE 4(G)  P  Evans  3-M._  .  .  ..  A  Cmtaee  1 

10  0055  TORIIOUNT  12  IG)  lad  Hurtngdon  3-9-1  _  J  Real  10 

11  mss  Musnrr  grumble  is  (F^j  ifcs  s  wnn  6-8-13 

SVMtmrtti5 

K  0OOO  CZARNA  25  (S)C  Mbit  5-8-1?  ..  . .  U  Roberts  6 

13  5005  6A0GE 30(5)  A Bahy &-8-11  —  -. .  ...  0VftigM13 
5-1  Msattto.  6-1  Band  O  Hope.  Angel  Faca.  7-1  Ttsue  ff  US.  8-1  3M*. 
Sail  10-1  Tanraua.  Vecmac  (bn.  12-1  atm 


4.55  BIRMINGHAM  MAIDBl  STAKES 

(Div  II:  2-Y-0:  £2.949:60(8) 


003  DOUBLE-O  19W  Jans  94)..  _ _ 

FRONT  VEW  B  Dwefljn  M _  _ 

045  HBIER  GOLF  DANCBt  145 1  NamMoo  9-0 .  _ 

00  MV-OWE-TW0 19  R  WldBtaf  9-0 _ 

0  PET  EXPRESS  170  P  Hasten  9-0 . . 

0540  VILLAGE  PUB  15  (B]  K  CtnretfaRt-BraB  90 . 

3  CHVlMA  157  MTprifklns  8-9.. - 

03  PMWA  21  HHdttBtod 8-9  . . 


2-1  Ciyim  53  OouUe-O.  £-1  Haw  6dl  Dana.  JayJhrelno. 
VihQeFiii.iO-1  Ptoao. 


E  Sanders  B 

_ A  Bart  1 

..  D  Hotted  5 
.  A  Ctrtane  3 

..  G DffheMG 
F  lynch  (3)  7 
7-1  Fauna.  B-1 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAMERS:  0  Lota,  7  wren,  bon  18  turns,  389%;  J  Gotten.  8 
hem  23. 34  8%;  i  Bctaday.  5  tarn  20. 250V  U  Johnston.  43  tan 
179. 24.0%.  Uvd  Hodingdai  19  (ran  84. 22ffV  T  Baron.  11  bon 
54.204% 

JOCKEYS:  J  (toad.  7  aanrws  kon  26  ndes.  26  9*.  0a*  0‘Hesll.  4 
tarn  19. 21.1%:  U  J  Dim.  3  horn  15. 201:  fi  Unto.  6  bon  34. 
176%.  G  Cana.  42  bom  243.173%:  0  R  McCaxi^hom  60. 150%. 
0  Sweeney.  3  tan  21. 14  3%. 


IllPill 


j!-  .-  -  -J. 


THUNDERER 

12.40  Barton  Ward.  1.10  Lansborough.  1.40 
Thornton  Gate.  2.10  The  Last  Ring.  2.40  Island 
Chief.  3.15  Spring  Gale. 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  SOFT 


SIS 


12.40  THORP  ARCH  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£3.178: 2m  71)  (15  runners) 


1.40  ATS  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£3.867: 2m)  (11) 

I  44ffl  NON  VWTAfif  7  (O.ftS)  M  Ctopran  5-1 1-1? 


W  WorlfiSijDn 

A6  JA2LAH  7  ffl.GSl  R  Mbs  8-11-12  — . -  R  Sued 

11-  PENNY  A  DAY  28F  (D.G.S)  Ura  M  Reidey  6-11-10  ..  PIMan 


•F4F  THORNTON  GATE  14  (COf&S)  I  Easteto  7-11-9  JCafatfrei 
3-34  KAIIAX 15  (CD®  J  Can  5-11-2..  - - FUahyO) 


1-35  ELnD05  14  U  Ffemaond  4-1 1-1  ..  - 

110-  ELATION  385  rif.Gj  6  rtehaids  4-11-1 - 

4  P-4  MR  BIKAUCRAT 17  (DJ)  5  ttooblw  7-1D-13  . 


8F-P  BHO  SAHJE  21  (CftFaf  Storey  b-10-6 
2M  OAMM  hBSON  36  (CDfl  T  Eaneity  4-10-2  .  - 
32-5  FASSAN  25  U  Hrenard  4-10-1 . 


R  Gandty 
8  Ftenflng 
ADofahta 

B  Storey 

ASSnNh 
0  Boday 


53-1  SHARE  CPTKKS  52  fC.F)  T  Eas»6y  5-1 J -6  ...  -  JCteadai 

n-6  BARTON  WARD  29(G)  Sftafcto  5-11-0 -  AOoMda 

10- 2  BBI CRUACHAN26 (6) J Jtflaitai6-1i-0 . RGuast 

IP  BOL0V 4 N Mm 9-H-O . . .  $tawrfl(7) 

CAIRO  PRINCE  930F  J  J  0  Neil  6-11-0 - A  Rode 

32-6  CAUfiMSH  DAM  24  M  Toduta  6-li-fl  Lfehad  fltelWB 

CQ.TC  DUKE  U  Hmrond  4-11-0 - 

3  ELY’S  HARBOUR  IP  0  Staraood  5-11-0  ’  .. 

8  00  LARKSiLL  26  JRngealO  5-11-0 - 

10  -30P  L5rI0N4  (G1  JQaVt  5-tt-C . .  .. 

11  136-  PIKMGTON  295  (G)  J  Jdwste  5-114) . . . 

12  8  STAR  MASTER  15  L  Logo  5-11-0 . .  . 

13  P6-  THE  ALAMO  260  A  Cellos  5-11-0 - - 

14  /O  ZAIA0RST0N  29  (5)  N  Taddar  7-11-0 - 

15  OWI  PHARRAMBLM6 1B7  INs  U  Reieley  5-lft9. 

7-2  Store  Opum.  5-1  Beo  Cnaden,  8-1  By*s  ttoboa.  7-1  Pldngtao.  8-1  Cato 
Pta  Baioo  wad.  10-1  ftdic  Data;  IM  tden. 


R^e 

JAUcCrtjy 

. .  BStaw 
..  A$  Sin* 
M  Foster 
.  BHsntefl 
..  MBreoan 
..  .  Ptown 


1  .1 0  DICK  WARDEN  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£4.107: 2m  41 110yd)  (9) 


-11F  SWPLY 0ASHMG 14 (ftBF.F.ftS) T EKertiy 5-11-10  RGSrriiy 

1/F-  ASLAN  393  IfxSi  J  Fitzgerald  8-11-0 . Bf 

BLACK  BROOK  li  Hansard  7-n-O  - .  .  MrCBaari 
SSI-  CATTLY HANG 227  WJLalBli 6-11-0..  .  Al 

P-fd  FIAT  TOP  17  IS)  M  W  Etstefiy  5-ri-O - -  .  PNten 

21-2  LAHSBOROLWI  8  (Bf.ftS)  G  Ftdanfc  6-11-0-  —  Bl 
71-F  NH  OK  4  {BFJET  P  Bournort  6-11-0 — . Rl  .. 

8  621-  RWEB UNS90N 22Z ($)  J  Jotnjoi 6-11-0  ...  .  ASSmtti 

9  000-  SRERK 257 (S) S Bel 6-11-0  . . KJohnson 

C4  Sind?  DKhlrg.  5-2  lanstmagb.  n-2  Aston.  6-1  Rmi  Utstton.  10-1  ICta 
Dee.  IM  COy  Hang.  20-7  otters 


r  twwi 

IHantog 

RSWte 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAMERS:  M  Tompkins  3  wnuss  hoi  9  nmen.  333%.  Mrs  M 
“  '  y.  46  tan  163.  282%.  G  ftetanh,  27  tan  111.  243%;  J 


GUonL  4  kon  1&  222%:  T  Easteby.  6  born  29. 207%:  J  Johnson. 
14  tan  74. 189%:  J  FftgeaM.  15  Im  93  16.1  V 


J0CKEVS:  P  Mvea  43  ataes  bom  167  rate.  25.7%;  A  OobUn.  15 
boor  91.  165%.  R  Great,  10  tan  65.  154%;  F  Leahy.  4  tan  29. 
138%KJo)»a>.6tan45. 133%:  M  Bream  3  ban  23. 130*.  J 
Catalan.  6  tan  7),  11 3%. 


□  Jimmy  Frost,  who  received  a  punctured 
lung  and  broken  ribs  in  a  fall  from  Bishops 
Castle  at  Hereford  last  month,  hopes  to  return 
at  Newton  Abbot  on  December  16.  “1  was 
checked  over  by  the  doctor  and  everything  is 
coming  along  nicely.”  he  said. 


7-2  Ptnm  A  to.  4-1  Kata.  5-1  JautoH  6-1  Non  Vmape.  7-1  Horten  Gat  8-1 
I  others. 


□anon,  KM  i 


2.1  0  EMMERDALE  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£6.743: 2ln  4f  110yd)  (6) 


1  FW  ALL T«ACE5 21  (D.GLS) JJONaB 9-12-0 .  PNten 

2  125-  WEE  RNER  213  {FJ5SG  Moo*  7-11-5 - J  CaSaghon 

3  -550  CIMBRMN  CHAliSlGt  14  (CftFAS)  T  Eastohy  7-11-5 

R  Gantny 

4  02-8  BaABTaAVPip^JCtadWO-JX  _  _  tAsprt/3) 

5  -24F  JOE  WffTE  14  fflJ.S)  J  Johnson  10-11M3 - AS  Sndto 

6  -11U  TIE  IASTFLMG  22  (CJL8FJJi)hki  5  5rett  5-10-12  RGuea 
11-4  Cortnan  Ddfeaga.  3-1  M  Tta  Aua,  7-2  Vtoa  «na.  9-2  The  lad  Ffep. 
S-lDeoioBv.T-IJreWhte 


2.40  WHARFE  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£6,944: 3m  IQ  (10) 


1  135-  AVR0ANS0H  238  ft.GI  UCanreto  8-12-0...  .  -  RGuast 

2  01>1  YDRKSHHE  GALE  11  (DJ.G.S)  J  GfioO  10-11-13  l  AspcS  (3) 

3  2V  FLASHTHECASH  610  (OJSIC  EponmiO-118  J  A  McCarthy 

4  22-2  LORD  GYLLBffi  28  S  Breofchwr  3-1D-10  .  .  —  A  Dohton 

5  PI5-  URANUS  COLLONGES  378  (DAS)  J  Ftoparid  10-108 

H  Gantny 

6  -3U6  STRONG  DEU  7  (FJLS)  F  Mupftr  8-10-6  .  B  HtnBng 

7  211-  ASTMGS 217 KS) JFOOrtaM 8-10-6 .  WDwan 

8  -243  AU3  All#  7  (D.GS)  kks  M  Fredai  9-10-4 .  ...  PWren 

9  4213  DARK  OAK  24  (D/.ftS)  J  CuK  10-10-3  ...  .  J  CaEagten 

10  nf-  SIAM)  CH5  OT  (D.&5)  P  Bcawnort  7-10-0  .  R  Sun* 

7-2  Yoriofm  G*.  4-1  Ahs  Aram.  5-1  Ftoridhrexii.  Wand  Otel.  E  l  Urd 
E) Sen.  7-1  fcttw.  12-1  tfitei 


3.1 5  WALSHF0RD  NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£3.105: 2m  4f  110yd)  (15) 


1  30-1  SPRIS  GALE  38  (6)  09anood  5-11-11 .. .  JAMcCatoy 

2  -121  ELA  MATA  S  (DE.GI  Ur,  A  Steito*  4-11-10  B  Grattte  f7| 

3  1-31  HBHBEATH  41  (C.m  lire  UFteoley  5-11-7 -  P_Mvw 

4  03-3  TAKE  COVER  14  M  TonptoflS  5-11-3  _. 

5  8040  SPW12ER  28  JfiBHeraa  4-n-O  .  . 

6  5R-5  Jffi!6HUR  26  U»po  4-10-9 


A  Dotdan 
.  WDvno 
.  U  Foaer 
JCflaghaa 
RG083 


64-f  D0NT  FORGET  CURDS  35  G  Moore  4-10-7 

0  IP  ANCHOfffNA  85  (DJ)  0  Berta  4-1M. . 

9  46-3  AUNTIE  ALICE  (5  J  FfcmaW  6-10-2 - FLOhyp) 

10  4-44  KOTSTOT  STREET 330)  U  W Eartahy  4-18-1  0  Haring 

11  40-  SW  PATH  357  N  Brtrtfl  r-IP  . A  S 

12  P/P-  BRAVE  AND  TENDED  257  J  Jtrtram  7-1D-0 —  GFByoiS) 

13  «4  JOE JAGfiER  14 Mtemond 5-10-0 .  DBoOey 

14  034)  C«aiEU30  5Brtl61M^. -  - Kiatnsa 

15  OftO  WE  OTHER  MAN  7  Mbs  L  SkUrt  6-10-0  .  .  RSwpto 


4-1  Tate  Cmt.  5-1  Spring  BDt.  5-1  toVtarti.  7-1  Ea  Mm  tan  Fajs  cola. 
8-1  Menstta,  10-1  Andnaa  IM  oftere. 


v ' 


semHrnai  revenge? 


Watch  England’s  Henman  take  on  Germany’s  Becker  in  the 
Compaq  Grand  Slam,  from  1pm  on  Sky  Sports  2. 


Another  live  and  exclusive  event  on 


- ?—  jQ  ■  -^pBBgmnyaanBCWTerarf.  •  ■  ^hOCORaenTOWnZG»inX«'MvuiffWrvooyywn;yi_riJ.  mu.iMw'i»Hwmiao. 
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42  SPORT 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  7 1996 


Alan  Lee  meets  an  England  captain  who  is  earning  the  respect  of  his  rivals 

Hollioake  earns  A-plus  for  leadership 


Lara  fails  I  Pakistan 


IF  IT  is  still  the  received 
wisdom  that  England  cricket 
captains  must  heed  rime- 
honoured  conventions  of 
dress,  decorum  and  restraint, 
then  prepare  to  disapprove  of 
Adam  Hollioake.  If.  however, 
there  is  thought  to  be  merit  in 
being  combative,  direct  and 
unpretentious,  and  in  winning 
matches  with  a  strikingly  uni¬ 
ted  team,  then  the  captain  of 
England  A  is  a  man  to  be 
observed  with  admiration. 

He  was  not  at  his  best 
yesterday  morning.  His  play1 
ers  had  marked  their  latest 
victory  with  some  research 
into  Sydney's  nightlife  and  the 
captain  was  to  the  fore.  He 
appeared  late,  with  telltale 
eyes  and  instant  apologies, 
wearing  a  back- ro-fron [  base¬ 
ball  cap  on  his  head.  It  is  fair 
to  conclude  thar  Cubby  Allen, 
Peter  May  and  other  departed 
paragons  would  have  shud¬ 
dered  at  the  sight- 

Yet  if  Hollioake  was 
liungover,  he  showed  no  fur¬ 
ther  sign  of  it.  proceeding  to 
speak  with  fluency  and  can¬ 
dour  about  the  tour,  his  team 
and  himself.  As  he  once  ac¬ 
quired  something  of  a  reput¬ 
ation  for  self-importance,  it  is 
worth  saying  that  he  gave  the 
subjects  in  that  order,  of 
priority. 

Had  he  but  known  it.  a 
compliment  had  just  been 
paid  by  ftter  Such.  At  32,  with 
eight  Tests,  three  counties  and 
two  previous  A  tours  to  his 
name.  Such  is  half  a  genera¬ 
tion  ahead  of  most  of  this 
party.  The  reason  we  have 
done  well,”  he  said,  "is  that 
everyone  here  works  for  the 
unit  rather  than  for  them¬ 
selves.  That  isn't  always  the 
case  on  tour."  Which  reflected 
due  credit  on  the  captain. 

He  has  created  a  team  in  his 
own  image,  which  is  to  say 
noisy,  gregarious,  ambitious 
and  aggressive.  Some  of  these 
words  are  frowned  upon  with¬ 
in  English  cricket,  but  those 
inclined  to  do  so  should  weigh 
the  evidence  of  this  A  team’s 
success  and  spirit.  It  has, 
perhaps,  competed  in  an  Aus¬ 
tralian  way,  but  is  that  not 
what  we  have  been  seeking  all 
these  years? 

“On  the  first  few  bus  rides  l 
thought  we  had  a  really  quiet 
bunch.**  Hollioake  said.  “A 
few  of  them  have  not  been 
given  enough  chance  to  ex¬ 
press  themselves  at  their  coun¬ 
ties  and  I  have  just 
encouraged  them  to  be  them¬ 
selves.  I  open  myself  up  a  lot  to 
the  guys  so  they  know  what  I 
am  thinking,  and  thqr  seem  to 
respond  to  that** 

They  have,  indeed,  become 
irreverent  enough  to  play  a 
few  pranks  on  Mike  Gatting, 
their  revered  coach.  His  shorts 
found  their  way  up  a  flagpole 


Hollioake,  whose  captaincy  has  inspired  England  A,  waits  to  bat  during  a  net  session  in  Adelaide.  Photograph:  Shaun  BotteriU  (Allsport). 


in  Canberra  and  his  training 
shoes  were  glued  to  the  dress¬ 
ing  room  floor.  Gatting  en¬ 
joyed  the  joke,  as  he  has 
enjoyed  the  tour.  “He  tells  me 
it's  been  easy,  that  he  has  just 
sat  on  his  backside.** 
Hollioake  said,  “but  he  has. 
given  me  my  head,  which  can’t 
have  been  easy  for  him,  while 
always  being  there  with 
advice. 

“I've  kept  telling  my  boys  to 
press  the  G-button,  to  gamble, 
to  experiment  I  tell  them  that, 
if  it  doesn't  work,  irs  on  my 
head.  I  have  never  had  aspira¬ 
tions  to  captaincy,  so  l  will  try 
anything  because  1  don’t  mind 
losing  my  job.**  There  is  a 
strong  sense,  though,  that  he 
has  begun  to  savour  it 

"The  good  thing  about  my 
inexperience  is  that  1  came 
here  without  any  preconceived 
ideas  of  what  should  happen 
on  tour," he  said.  “1  have  been 
able  to  look  at  something  and 
say  that  it’s  wrong,  that  we’ll 
do  it  differently,  without 
knowing  if  it's  bon  done  on 
every  tour  for  the  past  50 
years.  An  example  of  that  is  we 


wont  practice  just  for  the  sake 
of  it/* 

Another  example  is  a  re¬ 
laxed  attitude  to  social  hours. 
“Players  generally  do  what  is 
best  for  them  and  sometimes 
you  need  an  outlet."  he  said. 
“After  the  third  day  in  Ade¬ 
laide.  our  worst  of  the  tour,  I 
felt  J  needed  to  go  out  and  have 
a  few  drinks.  The  other  lads  all 
came,  too,  so  we  stuck  togeth¬ 
er,  talked  it  out  as  a  team,  then 
went  out  and  won  the  game." 


Hollioake  was  once  noted 
for  his  temper  and  he  does  not 
claim  to  have  folly  mellowed. 
“1  can  be  a  volatile  character," 
he  said.  “I  used  to  go  wild 
when  I  got  out.  but,  after  I  had 
broken  a  few  helmets  and 
bats,  l  thought,  *What's  tile 
point?*  Sometimes  1  lose  h, 
even  now,  but  I  don't  get  upset 
with  my  own  players  unless  I 
think  they  aren't  trying.” 

The  opposition  is  a  different 
matter.  “I  can  snap  quite 


easily  if  they  have  a  go  at  me 
on  the  field." he  said.  “I  know  I 
have  to  be  careful  as  captain 
and  that  I  must  set  an  exam¬ 
ple,  but  it  is  in  my  rtatureto  be 
competitive.  It’s  happened  a 
couple  of  times  on  tour." 

Tnis.  some  would  say,  is  the 
Australian  coming  out  in 
Hollioake,  for  he  was  bom.  25 
years  ago.  in  the  Victorian 
country  town  of  Ballarat,  ft' 
prepared  him  wdl  for  his 
team's  reception.  “At  first,  they 


Somerset  place  Lee  on  stand-by 


SHANE  LEE.  the  Australian 
all-rounder,  could  return  to 
play  for  Somerset  next  season 
because  of  problems  over  the 
availability  of  Mushtaq  Ah¬ 
med,  the  Pakistan  leg  spinner, 
who  had  agreed  a  new  three- 
year  contract  with  the  dub. 

The  willingness  of  the  Paki¬ 
stan  Cricket  Board  to  compete 
in  an  international  tourna¬ 
ment  in  Sharjah,  and  other 
events,  during  the  English 
season  means  that  Somerset 
are  considering  their  options. 


Peter  BoWler.  the  new  cap¬ 
tain.  has  been  in  touch  with 
Lee  who  scored  more  titan 
1300  runs  for  the  county  in 
1996.  when  Mushtaq  was 
touring  England  with  Pak¬ 
istan. 

“There  is  a  definite  possibil¬ 
ity  that  1.  will  be  back  at 
Somerset  next  year,"  Lee  said. 

David  Boon,  who  will  cap¬ 
tain  Durham  next  season,  hh 
the  sixtieth  first-dass  century 
of  his  career  yesterday  to  help 
to  take  Tasmania  to  352  for 


three  on  the  opening  day  of 
their  Sheffield  Shield  match 
against  Victoria  in  Hobart 
Yorkshire  have  confirmed 
their  intention  to  give  mem- 
bets  a  vote  on  the  proposed 
move  from  Headingley  to  a 
new  site  at  Wakefield,  al¬ 
though  the  dub  revealed,  in  a 
reply  to  the  Action  Group 
questioning  the  move,  that  70 
per  cent  of  members  who 
have  written  to  the  dub  are 
supportive  of  the  switch  to 
new  headquarters. 


all  wanted  to  knock  us,  to 
laugh  at  us,"  he  said.  “I  knew 
that  would  happen-  Once  we 
'began  to  win,  we  turned  it 
against  them  on  the  field, 
telling  some  of  their  sides  they 
weren’t  so  hot.  They  didn’t  Iflce 
it  at  the  time,  hut  [  get  the- 
impression  they  have  come  to 
respect  us.” 

The  nationality  issue,  as  it 
affects  Hollioake,  White  and 
Jason  Gallian,  is  raised  regu- 
.  larly  here.  “It’s  -nonsense,  but 
it  doesn’t  worry  me." 
Hollioake  said.  “I  take  it  as  a 
compliment  that  they  want  to 
daim  me,  but  Craig  and  Jason 
get  really  upset  about  it  All 
that  annoys  me  is  when  it  gets 
more  publicity  than  the  team 
doing  wdl.” 

Hollioake  is  rightly  proud  of 
a  tour  record  that  read  six 
wins,  one  dominant  draw  and 
only  one  defeat  going  into  the 
penultimate  match  today.  “I 
like  to  get  them  fired  up  for 
every  single  game,"  he  said, 
“but  I’m  running  out  of  things 
to  say  now."  This  was  the  one 
thing  about  him  that  I  found  . 
difficult  to  believe: 


again  as 
Australia 
ouiter 


openers 

construct 

platform 


to  victory  for  success 


•  By  Our  Spokis  Staff. 

BRIAN  LARA,  disciplined  for 
misconduct  on  Wednesday, 
was  againin  poor  form  yester¬ 
day  as  Australia  beat  West 


World  Smesene-day  interna¬ 
tional  fo  Melboume. 

L&ra  fell  to  Tom  Moody  for 
five  as  West  todies  were 
bowled  out  for  172,  Australia 
overhauling  that  total  with 
eight  balls  to.  spare  to  end  a 
sequence  of  six  successive  one- 
day  defeats. 

GregBlewett  made  an  un- 
beaten57  from  90  balls  to  steer 
Australia  home,  adding  70 
from  85  balls' in  a  fifth-wicket 
partnership  with  Stuart  Law.. 

Lara  looked  completely  out 
of  touch  during  hi»  brief  stay, 

'  which  ended  when  he  chipped 
.  a  simple  catch  to  Shane  Warne 
at  mid-wicket  Clive  Lloyd,  the 
West  Indies-  manager,  has 
apologised  for  Lara's  behav¬ 
iour  on  Tuesday,  when  he  told 
Geoff  Marsh,  the  Australia, 
coach,  that  Ian  Healy  was 
unwelcome  in  the  visitors' 
dressing-room. 

The  crowd  were  .in  an 
unforgiving  mood,  however, 
jeering  Lara  as  he  walked  to 
the  middle.  It  was  left  to  Shiv- 
narine  Chanderpaul,  another 
left-hander,  to  hold  the.  in¬ 
nings  together.  He  made  a 
gritty  54  despite  the  handicap 
of  a  groin  injury,  which  forced 
him  to  use  a  rormerfbr  most  of 
his  innings. 

.  Pakistan,  who  arrive  in 
Australia  later  this  month,  are 
-the  other  team  competing  in 
the  World  Series  tournament 

WEST  INDIES 

S  L  Campbofl  c  Haaly  b  OKsfaa  31  . 

fl  G  Sarnueto  c  Waugh  b  Qtospto . •  7 

8  C  Lara  c  Whme b  Moody - 5 

S  Charefeipai  C  Haoly  b  BfeMtt . 54 

C  L  Hooper  Ml  out . . ? 

JC  Adame  Kwb  Moody . ; 5 

fJ  R  Murray  c  Bennett  b  Wamo  ..  24 

NAM  McLeanc *id bWfcugh _ :_T 

K  C  G  Benjamin  b  Wame  . . , . ..  8. 

CEL  Ambrose  run  cul  _ _ * _  .  2 

-•CAWMchtWtout.x - B. 

fottras  (to10.nvi.nh3)  - -—14 

Total  (482  otrers) . — : - tTZ 

FALL  OF  WCKETS:  1-11,  *88.  884, '4-73, 
581. 8-120,  7-135.  8-150. 0-163 
BOWLING-  Raflei  1044*0;  GOosptt 
1  tHKS-2:  Moody  l0-1-~2*2;B)ewf8L  62-0- 
274;  Vfeme  104-34-2  Waugh  3-0-11-1. 

.AUSTRALIA* 

,*M  ATaytor  b  Me  Loan  _ ;  20 

M  E  Waugh  c  Murray  b  Banfamki - 27 

'R T Porting  Raw b McLean'-... - ...5 

GSBtowutt  not  out  .  . . - . 57 

M  G  Sevan  Murray  b  Hooper _ 3 

S  G  Low  b  Hooper  21. 

T  M  Moody  not  out — . . — 3. 

■  Extras  (03-17.  w  3.  nb  8)  - _ .  28 

Total  (5  wha,-48u4  oven] - i- 173 

fl  A  Hasty,  P  R  ReflM,  S  K  Wame!  J  N 
OUespie  id  not  bat.  ... 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-58,' 2-70, 3-78, 4-SO, 
S'1**- 

BOWLING:  Ambrose  10-3-19-0:  Wtetati  9-0- 
34-0:  Benjamin  9  4-043-1;  Hooper  108- 
27-2  McLean  10-1-33-2 
Man  of  die  match*  G  S  Btewett 
Unptaer  P  Porter  and  S  G  Randal. . 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

PAKISTAN,  put  Brody  in 
control  by  an  opening  part¬ 
nerships?  177  between  Saeed 
Anwar  (91)‘and  Zahoor  Elahi 
@6),  beat  New  Zealand  by  49 
nms  in :  the  second  one-day 
international,  in  Sialkot  yes¬ 
terday,  to  clinch  the  series. 
VThey  lead  2-0  with  the  final 
I  match  to  come  in  Karachi 
tomorrow. 

During  the  New  Zealand, 
innings,  play  was  suspended 
for  ten  .  minutes  after  the 
Pakistan  players  walked  off 
the  field  in  protest  over  the 
■  behaviour  of  a  .section  of  the 
20,000  crowd  .who  were 
'throwing  -battles  onto  the 
field. 

The  suspension  visibly  dis¬ 
pleased  Lee  Germon,  the  New 
Zealand  captain,  because  it 
came  at  a-Stage  when  Stephen 
Fleming  was  making  a  bold 
attempt  to  get  his  side  up  with 
the  required  run  rate. 

Pakistan  piled  up  277  for 
nine  in.  their  allotted  47  overs, 
Ijaz  Ahmed  delighting  his 
home  crowd  with  a  daring  59, 
while  New  Zealand  were  dis¬ 
missed  for  231,  despite  Flem¬ 
ing's  brave  innings  of  85, 
which  included  ten  fours.  A 
third- wicket  partnership  of 
US  between  Fleming  and 
Parore.  who  made  37,  rallied 
New  Zealand  after  the  first 
.  two  wickets  had  fallen  for 
seven  runs. 

Once  Fleming  was  out.  with 
the  score  at  146,  the  Pakistan 
bowlers  always  had  the  tipper 
hand. . 

PAKISTAN 

Sued  Anwar  nr  out . . 81 

Zahoor  Burt  b  Cams  - 86 

f)oz  Ahmed  c  Spearman  b  Vaughan  ..  59 
Inzamam-J-Haq  st  German  bAsfle  .2 

*W0oitr>«wmb  Hants - 4 

Shahid  AfreS.b  Harris . . 2 

tMoln  Khan  cAsfieb  Harris  ■ — i 

Wnqar  YourSa  st  Gorman  bHams - -  0 

SaqW  Mushtaq  b  Hams _ ' _ _ 2 

Mushtaq  Ahmed  not  out _  .  ..  5 

Saftn  MaXt  rat  out - . . 1 

Extras,  (lb  9,  w  14,nb2) . . 24 

TOM  (9  Wkta,  47  wars)  _ _ 277 

FALL  OF  WICKETS-  1-177,  2-225,  324a 
4-247,  5-2S2.  8280. 7281. 8289,  9-276. 
ROWING:  Dou8  8-1804  Kennedy  30- 
24-0;  Cains  *1-36-1.  Vatfitan  9-1-55-1, 
Harris  100-420;  Astle  90-53-1. . 

'  NEW  ZEALAND 

-  B  A  Yowiq  c  Main  b  Waqsr  — . . 5 

CMSpeSmanc Mon b Waste  ..  O' 

A  C  Pbthb  C  Qaz  b  SaqfaiJi _  _ 37 

S  P  Rentin' c  and  b  Sntetid  ....  ........  88 

CLCatan&bSaqtata  - 10 

N  JAstacHazb  Salim _ .20 

C  Z  Hants  Ite  b  Waam  . .  -  22 

'tL  K  Garmon  to*  b  Stand . .  .  .  2 

JTC Vaughan c MonbWaaim..  ...  13. 

S BDcxjfcsubb  Waqar.  - - 1 

; -RJ  (Canned/ r«M  out  . 7 

Extras  (b  &  to  3.  w  12,  nb  2) . . .  36 

-Total  (42.1  own) _ * - 231 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  12. 2-7. 3-125, 4-148. 
6-170, 6-190.  7-195. 8-213, 9-21& 
BOWLING:  Waste  Atom  810-43-3: 
Waqar  Yotinte  6-0-32-2.  Sxfoln  Mushtaq 
800*2;  Mjshtaq  Ahmad  100420. 
Shahid  Afridl  7040-2:  Saftn  Mate  230 
8-1;  Ijaz  Ahmad  010-00 
Man  ot  the  match:  Saeed  Anwar.. 
UmpIroKMMiboob  Shah  and  Khbar  HayaL 


W-'is-  /-.!>■ 


FOOTBALL 
KxA-ofl  3  0  unless  stored 
•  tienoes  aS-fcM 
FA  Ceufing  PremteraMp 

II)  Arsenal  v  Derby  . . 

(2)  Chelsea  v  Everton  . 

(3;  Coventry  v  Tottenham . 

(41  *  Lwcastor  V  Blackburn  ... . 

(51  Liverpool  v  Sheffield  Wednesday 

(6)  Mddtesbraugh  v  Leeds  . 

(7)  Southampton  v  Aston  V8a  . 

18)  Sundwtand  v  VWrrttedon -  . 

P  W  D  L  F  A  Pta 

Arsenal _ 18  10  4  2  32  14  34 

Lverpcoi  15  9  4  2  28  13  3) 

NMcastfe  15  9  2  4  26  17  29 

Wmbtefon  15  6  4  3  26  16  2B 

A_lon  Vie .  16  S  3  5  21  15  37 

Mac  ItaJ  15  75329  22  26 
Chatara  .  15  6  8  3  23  21  34 

Evcrton  15  6  5  4  23  18  23 

Derby  15  5  6  4  17  17  21 

SJwflWad  15  5  8  «  16  18  21 

Tottenham  -  15  6  2  7  15  16  20 

UMostei.  16  6  2  8  16  21  20 

L*xto  15  6  1  B  15  2D  19 

Sunderland  15  4  5  6  13  18  17 

West  Ham  16  4  5  7  13  20  17 

M-OCBesbro  16  3  5  8  20  2S  14 

Southampton  16  3  4  9  24  31  13 

BUrStojm  15  2  6  7  15  20  12 

Covertr,  .  15  1  7  7  9  21  10 

Norm  Few*  15  1  6  8  12  25  9 

Nationwide  League 
Fast  division 

‘9)  Bamsisy  v  Souttiend  . 

UCi|  Birmingham  v  Grimsby  .  . 

!1  DChartfonv Swindon  ...  . 

“121  Crystal  Palace  v  Oxford  U(d  . .  . 

(13)  Huddersfield  v  Norwich . 

>141  Ipsvrich  v  Wolverhampton  . 

M5)  Manchester  City  v  Bradford  .  . 

(16)  Oldham  v  Queens  Park  Hangers  ... 

■.i  7)  Reading  w  Port  Vale  . 

'18)  Sheffield  Utd  v  Portsmouth 
(59)  Siokfi  v  Tranmere  .. 

P  w  o  L  F  A  Pts 
Brrtan  ..  ..  21  11  8  2  43  28  41 

5n^flcid  UW  20  10  e  4  37  20  36 

Barnsley  .  20  9  8  3  35  26  35 

CPalase  20  9  7  4  44  HJ  34 

Tr-nmeie  21  9  5  7  31  24  32 

iWvarftmpm  20  9  5  6  29  21  32 

horwsh  19  9  5  5  27  19  32 

Si.-nm-jham  21  8  7  6  23  21  31 

3/rsvdwi. .  21  9  2  10  32  26  29 

CTtad'JW  21  8  a  8  25  19  29 

S13W  .  T9  7  6  6  25  30  27 

PWtErrsRflf?  _  21  7  5  g  25  28  26 

fciaing  .  21  7  5  9  25  32  28 

Cna,:t)fl . .  20  8  2  10  21  29  26 

brujiCM  21  6  7  fl  27  32  2S 

r-jdOorcfaW  21  6  7  9  23  29  2S 

CrH  21  5  7  8  23  33  25 

PcffVale  .  21  5  70  6  19  22  25 

.Vast  Erom .  20  5  9  6  36  31  24 

ScilJirnfl ..  21  5  9  7  23  33  24 

Mar,  Ccy  . ..  21  7  2  12  23  33  S 

Sradlwd  ...  21  5  8  10  19  34  21 

G-’mspy  .  21  5  5  11  24  41  2) 

C«hsn.  21  4  8  9  23  26  20 

FA  Cup 
Seccnd  round 

(27)  Bane  v  Wycombe  .  . 

'20)  Blackpool  v  Hednestord  _* . 

(— )  Ercxty  Ccy  v  St  Abara . 

.21)  CambrWw  UW  v  Woking . 

i  Cardrfl  v  Gahngham  tB.O) . 

•2?l  Carlisle  v  Darwigton . 

(23)  Chester  v  Boston  . . . 

t24J  ChscJetfieid  v  Scarborough  .  .. 

•251  Enfield  v  Peterborough  . 

i'3£) Hull v Oewe  .  . 

— )  Leyton  Onentu  Stevenage  .... 

t— j  Luton  v  Boreham  Wood  .  . . 

I— IMandteWv  Stockport., . 

i.29j  Notts  County  v  Rochdale . . 

:30i  Preston  v  Yortc . 

*31}  *  Sudbury  Town  v  Bterttafti 
(31  Colchester  Untied  FC1 .  . 

i28i  •  VKalsa#  v  Bumtey . 

!— !  Watford  v  Ashksd . 

(25)  V7re*)wnv  Scunthorpe .. 
PRESS  &  JOURNAL  HIGHLAND  LEA-  j 
CUE:  DochrwudOn  v  Bud-to  Thofle; 
Cove  »  Lossicnxwffi.  Femes  Mechanics  v 
Rawea;  Fraaertowjn  »  Ke#r,  Nairn  Coimty  v 
Srcra  ! 


VauxhaB  Conference 


(33)  Kettering  vStoudi  . 

(34)  Kiddenrinster  v  Dover . 

I— j  Moracambe  v  Hayes . 

(—1  Northwch  v  Famborough  . 

(35)  Southport  v  Bromegrove  . 

(36)  Statybndgev  Halifax . 

(— )  Teltord  v  Rushden  &  Dtamonds 

(37)  Weftng  v  Bath . 

Be8"s  Scottish  League 

Premier  dMston 

(38)  Duntermfine  v  Aberdeen . 

(39)  Hearts  v  Ratii  . 

(401  Kilmarnock  v  Dundee  Utd  ...  . 
(411  Motherwell  v  Cetec  . 

(42)  Rangers  v  Hibernian . - 

First  division 

(43)  Amine  v  Ovdabank 

(44)  Dundee  v  FattorK  . . 

(451  East  Fite  v  Partck . 

(46)  Greenodv  Morton  v  St  Johns! one  .. 

(47)  Sitting  v  St  Mnen . 

Second  division 

(—7  Livingston  v  StanhouserrMr . 

(48)  Stranraer  v  Brechin . 

Third  division 

(49)  Ross  County  v  Montrose _ 

Torments  Scottish  Cup 

First  round 

I— )  Abron  v  Fortar . 

(—1  Afloa  v  ttamck.  .  . 

(— JBgmvWhfehrnv/ . 

(—)  Huntty  v  Clyde  ....  P 

Aut&  Windscreens  Shield 
Southern  section 
First  round 

(—1  Hereford  v  MJIwaD  . .  .  .  .  ._ 

oocofifl  rouna 

(— )  Almnchan  v  f^accleslietd  .  . 

DR  MARTENS  LEAGUE:  Premier  division: 
Bateocfa  v  Worcester .  City  Cbetfreitero  v 
Cambnogcr  Ctfy  Chcrieaham  v  Grav«end 
and  Monhfteer.  Dorchester  v  Afterstenc: 
Gtouoss set  v  Bimon.  Grcsiey  v 
Sdtegbourna  King's  Lvnn  v  Nureaorr. 
MertTyr  v  Crawls  j.  Newpcn  AFC  V 
Hatesowe-r  Mdtend  divisoRr  Billon  , 
ftathweU;  DjCley  Town  v  VS  Rugby. 
Evesham vGrartham  RC Waiwcf. v Cortry. 
RaimdE  T  v  Bteston;  RaJd'tati  V  Sfvapstwd 
D.  Stafford  u  Pugai  R;  StairSndga  v 
B«*rmr?i  Sutton  CaldfieW  TnvmvHtncMey 
Town,  Tjmvwrth  v  Moor  Green  Southern 
rfivislon:  ditinceaer  To*n  v  Weyrruuth: 
Ctewdon  v  Efflh  and  0ei«da re.  Darttard  v 
Bashtey.  Fareham  v  Buctengham  Town. 
RSw  London  v  Newport  taW,  F>ea  T  v 
Forsw  Greer.  Havaw  v  Mandate:  Torteixige 
Angefc  v  Tioabndge  WateriMvte  v 
Wiiney.  Ya»  v  Weson-sucer-Morg. 

ICIS  LEAGUE  Premier  tfivtslon:  Bishop  s 
Stontoo  v  carshaOan.  Chencuy  v  Yeovd, 
Duhwm  v  Aitosbury,  Gray:;  v  Oxford  Cdy; 
HemJwi  v  Scaur.  Hcyorejge  v  Hacftm, 
ftafleot  v  Hanow  [7J0J.  Sutton  United  v. 
Dagenham  and  Red  YiaSno  v 
Ktogstortart.  Rrst  droaton:  At»iadonTi»n 
v  Canvey  Island.  Aiders  ha  Town  v  Maiden- 
(tesd  UMwJ.  Barton  Rovas  v  Molesey. 
Bilieneay  v  B^rManHted.  Bognor  Regis  v 
Toamg  and  hfiWiam.  Chcsram  v  Craydcn. 
Hampton  v  Thame,  Leyton  Perraii  v 
Wonting:  Uxbndgs  v  Basingstoke: 
Weyrateate  v  Maiow  Second  dwtokxt 
Oreshunr  v  Biacfstei:  Edgware  v  Motropob- 
lan  PoLcc.  Egham  v  Wwrtioa.  H  Hente- 
alaad  u  Doriung.  Horcham  v  Cnaflow  St 
Pewr.  HireiertMO  v  CoO*  Row  and 
Romtad  Leathsrtioad  »  Uterbtey  Lelgh- 
t-an  Town  «  Barking:  Taturji  v  Bodord  T. 
Were  v  Windsor  and  Elan;  Witftam  v 
Banslead.  ThW  dMstort  Bramtree  v 
Fleckvwd  Heath.  Clapton  v  Hartord.  Ensom 
and  Ewed  v  Waakfcdonc.  Haitoe  v  Tnng. 
Horrediureh  v  Wingate  end  Fnchfeyr 
Kingsbury  v  East  Otirrao:  Hathwood  v 
Cambertev:  SouffaB  v  Lff.ees. 

FAT  HARP  LASER  NATIONAL  LEAGUE 
Premier  dhriatan:  Deny  v  Durxtrk  (730): 
Horre  Farm  v  Firr  Harps  17  30i 
WiNSTONLEAD  KENT  LEAGUE:  Rnt 
dMaion-  Connuxan  v  Beckenham.  Deal  v 
Tunbridge  Wafa  Fcfteaone  terete  v 
CwkenHO;  Hytho  v  SVxUmch. 


UNIBOND  LEAGUE:  Pramrar  diwaon: 
Acorngtor  Srantey  v  Byth  Spartans: 
Bember  Brktoe  v  Emley:  Buxton  v 
Spenn>Trxxir  Choriey  v  ABretorr  FncMey  v 
Wteatord.  Gareborough  v  Knowstef, 
Gutselev  v  Wittorr  Leek  v  Lancaster.  Lianne 
v  Hyde.  RurKum  v  Barrow  Rrst  dMaion: 
Atherton  LR  v  Worksop  Bradford  Pk  Awe  v 
Warrington:  DraytwJeo  v  CXiraan  Ashton; 
Farctey  CeJhc  v  Congtetorr  Lincoln  Uretaj  v 
Fteton  Matlock  Town  «  NelhertaJd.  Rad- 
,  rtille  v  Easwood  Towr:  Stoctabndge  PS  » 
Leigh.  Whtiey  Bay  <r  Great  Harwood: 
Wortjngiijn  v  Ashton  Unaed 
SMIHNOFF  IRISH  LEAGUE:  Premier  Ob 
vision:  Arp®  v  Ousadere;  OiffonviSe  v 
Ponadowr;  OBanawn  v  UrtieW:  Gtentorai  v 
Coteramc  Rret  dMstorc  Baflvdare  ■/ 
Bangor  BalWmena  v  Newry:  Lame  v 
Camck.  Omagh  v  DisUtefy 
LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Caanarfon  v  Brf.on 
Ferry:  Camarmen  Town  v  Bangor  City 
Cornah's  Quay  v  Cemaes  Bay  Conwy  v 
Barry  (2  301:  Flnj  Town  v  Porthmadog 
Hoiywtl  v  cwmbrair.  Newtown  v  Rny,  Ton 
Pentre  v  Wettepoat 

SCREWFK  DIRECT  LEAGUE:  Pretraer 
cSvtstarr  Bristol  Manor  Farm  v  PauCon  H 
Chippenham  v  Chan):  004  Down  i 
Bacfiveli.  Westowy  v  TorrmgJJn 
COMBINED  COUNTIES  LEAGUE:  Pre¬ 
mier  cSvtsiorr  Ash  «  Cove:  Corr.tman- 
Casuals  v  Cobham.  CrarWnpn  v  Naiheme 
Gcdateiing  and  Guftfloid  v'/Bng  Sp«tb: 
Henley  Wmtney  v  Badton:  Raynes  Park 
Vale  v  CWpstead.  Peadng  v  fArrstham: 
Sanctejrsl  v  FeKhanr.  Walton  Casuals  v 
Ashloid:  Westfield  v  Famftam 
LONDON  SPARTAN  LEAGUE:  Prentor 
eftriaior:  Amersham  v  Beaconsfieid 
SYCOS.  Bartjngsrfe  v  Woodfoit) 
BnmsPcmn  Res  v  Brook  Hxrae- 
CoHdoUers  v  Isfingion  Si  Marys.  Rudip 
Manor  v  HUngdon  Bom.  Tottenham 
Omada  »  Croydon  Waltham  Abbey  v 
HaraSeU 

MINERVA  SOUTH  MIDLANDS  LEAGUE: 
O'Brien/McKenzie  Butchers  premier  di- 
vtelon  Cup:  HarpsnOm  v  Bedlord  UrmeC 
SOUTH  EAST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE:  First 
dMsirer  Areenaf  v  West  Ham  (110' 
Charflon  v  Norwich  rtiOi.  MiGwalT  v 
Cambridcte  Uld  ttioi:  PortOTwuth  « 
Cheteoa  (11  0).  Queens  Park  Rangers  v 
Ipswich  1 1 0  4Sl.  Souttiend  Uld  v  Gt  imghan 
HT.Ifl:  Tcmiharn  «  Leyton  Onera  (iiO): 
Watford  v  Fulham  ill  Or  Second efivisian: 
Barnet  v  Swindon  <11  0)  Bournemouth  v 
Ovtord  Utd  [il  Oi.  Branttard  *  Luton  ill  0); 
Briehon  u  Tottemam  (U  0).  Bristol  Cty  ■/ 
Southarr^jlor  (ItO).  Btrani  Rovers  v 
Colchester  USt  (1207  Ctysiai  Palaca  u 
Reading  111 0).  Wycombe  v  VIMKMQn 
(110). 

ENDSLBGH  INSURANCE  MIDLAND 
COMBINATION:  Premier  dMeoru  Cov¬ 
entry  Splmx  •*  Viorcaswro;  Haidrahan 
Timbers  v  Keninorm  Kings  Heath  v 
H^hgata:  Miisey  Ferguson  /  Rtehmond 
Smrlts:  Shrtevv  Bcaon  CommjnfcyCollega 
Presidert's  Cup:  Second  round-  Atovori 
v  Yardfcy 

HR.l.HMC  LEAGLff:  Premier  dtaMo: 
Absigdon  ijrutsd  u  Swindon  Supermame. 
Bcester  v  North  Lagit  Sradday  v  Odcaf 
Carterton  v  BartOury:  rtghawih  w  Bunham, 
fufftey  ¥  Shortwood 

OLD  BOVS  LEAGUE:  Sereor  flat tfaweion: 
Old  ISkmarttyans  v  Old  Westhamiartj: 
CJtattoey  QSvCW  TiSmians;  OKI  Dane',  v 
CW  SunanJars 

FEDERATION  BREWERY  NORTHERN 
LEAGUE:  Fh«  dwisnn:  Crook  v  EeMgten: 
Gusbwough  v  DurtsiBn  Federation;  Murtcn 
1  Duiharrr  RTM  Newcaste  v  Cotmbt.  ; 
Saaham  Red  Star  v  BedSngwn  Temerc;  i 
Stddon  v  Bangham.  SrocMdn  «  South 
Shields.  WWcfcnam  v  Morpatr  Whttby  v. 
Ouster  Te-Slreet 

NORTH  WEST  COUNTIES  LEAGUE:  first 
division:  ACwton  Coflaes  v  Nantweti 
Buaeaugh  v  FAaacy.  Chaddersn  v 
Newcastle  Town:  Oumenv  Pkvts  Cable? 

Eastwood  H  v  HoSver  Old  Bays  Gtosscp 
North  End  v  CUhflrac:  Mame  Ftood  »  Bco&e 
Raosendaie  v  Wdsqrove,  Saitoto  -,  Biacf'- 
pooi  Rowrc.  S(  Hetens  v  vamftaa  GM. 
ESSEX  SENIOR  LEAGUE:  Premier  <S 
vision:  Bowen  »  Hudatoge  Sports.  Bas»- 
don  u  v  Burnham  Ramblers,  Concord  •/ 
Southend  Manor  Great  Wakermo  v  Eton 
Manor  SaHbrdgeworth  v  Saffron' Watdon. 
Stansted*  BrcrSnoad. 


BANKS'S  BREWERY  LEAGUE:  Premier 
dMaar  Btocwffi  S  v  Mehtem  T:  Bnertey 
HiD  T  v  V)c.veihamp:on  United.  Dttlasion  v 
HU  Top  R  ECngshaSHtvSiaffadT.Gomal 
Res  y  Westfwkte  Staaport  S  v  WoNer- 
hampran  C.  Trvsfeie  v  Cratfley  Town; 
Walsall  VYoed  /  Lye  Tcm  VfedriesfieW  v 
Ludlow  7. 

SOUTHERN  AMATEUR  LEAGUE  First 
*nstoit  Corahayan  r  Oid  Actonrens. 
Cwucii  End  tfamwes  »  NaiWea  Bank. 
Norsemen  v  CM  Eiihametfcis  Potyrechnlc 
vEosrEamatCG 

SOUTHERN  OLYMPIAN  LEAGUE:  Senior 
fcst  rfivisiofc  Hate  End  »  Southgate  County. 
PartriieLi  -j  Sr  Jiarys  Cortege:  Ulysoes  v  OM 
FrnSreiarts  V.'ltar  v  Albanian 
JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES  LEA¬ 
GUE  Premrer  dJvtnorr  Bury  Town  v 
Halstead  Ouctjn  ,  Hadfeoh  U.  Fakjsnhtim 
v  Dili,  psiasrawo  P  and  T  y  fitewma/Hek 
Gories:on  v  JABrof.  Hannsi  and  Parkaston 
■.•U»KK3i*  Sahar.  v  Great  Yarmouth 
Tiphee  i  -.VaS3~  Wattwm  v  Stowmariet 
Waaech  /  •Vooaatidse.  tf/rox ham  v 
Sudour, 

JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE  Ftra*  tS- 
wsion:  Bc^-nemduT.*:  v  Crsoas  Spons. 
Brnawn-nurs  ■/  Eastteigir  Dowreon  u  BAT 
East  Caxfa  .  Tnatanam  Pawmh*)  v 
PortsrnouT-  Pemis-,  v  Wimbwne  town 
Sports  j  Gospcri:  vVHrtchumh  v 
BemettonHeiET 

UHLSPORT  UNITED  COUNTIES  LEA- 
GUE  Premier  division:  Benton  v 
Desbcroush  Cogenhoe  v  Soume: 
Kemosran  t  Newport  Pagnefl  v 

Far d  Sports  NorthsmKcn  Spencer  v 
Meriesa  Basrctone.  S:  rjaao  v  Stottotd: 
ScSSr-g  v  Long  3udi by:  Stamford  v 
Eyrwibuty.  S  and  L  Corby  «  WooHort 
WL’Hingbam^sn  -.-  Firton 
UNUET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE  Rrat 
dfosnn.-  Ar-nde.1  v  Peace  haven  and 
Tehworree.  Hassocrs  v  HaflSham: 
Langney  Scorts  v  Oartoood,  Mile  Oak  v 
rtwir  YWCA.  Portae  v  Souitwsch.- 
Sai:*3r  v  Pe~jrr.  Setiey  v  Eastbourne 
Tovrr  Shomr^n  v  Rmgmar.  W<d-  v 
Whriehe.vt'. 

INTERLe*K  EXPRESS  ALLIANCE  BartMED 
v  PWsau  V.  OeMtjA-ti  v  Otdbuv  U. 
Perchore  T  ■/  Halesowen  H,  Roaster  v 
HtndrieyAff-JeW:  RushaB  O  v  itnyperetey  V, 
SarrdatJ  »  Satfr.i  T  SUqaenhiD  v 
Bndgrprth:  Sndord  T  v  SlaKenhaD.  W  Md 
Pdtiee  v  Eo artery  Si  M.  WiHenhafl  v 
BKorarch  Toy^t. 


NORTHERN  COUNTIES  EAST  LEAGUE 
Premier  <*yts«rv  Am  fl  tape  Wettare  v 
North  Fembir  Arnold  v  Pldkering;  Belper 
Town  v  Steffiald;  Bngg  Town  y  Dertaby: 
Hatan  v  O ss«  Aborc  MeUby  MW  v 
Gtasshoughton  Weffae:  Ossett  Town  v 
Lnisrsedge:  Rortletraa  Ccis  v  ThacMey: 
Asttieidv  Hatfield  Main.  Setoy  v  HuckroL 
ARTHURIAN  LEAGUE  Arthur  Dum  Cup: 
Etonians  v  Chrgwgflans;  Lancmg  y  Wtet 
nwrswrs  Prenflw  dtation;  Wiaais  v 
Reptoruans. 

SCHOOLS  MATCHES  (10.30  unless 


Lrverpoal  v  Bj  shop  AucMand  (120).  Ipsmch 
y  M*}+(ett5  (t20l.  North  TyrteSde  v 
Rossendale  (1 1 01.  Plymouth  v  North  Devon 
ill  01:  Rectondw  v  Harkw.  Sheffidd  v 
Seftan  in.O}.  Wattart  v  fctogton  (10  45). 
FA  Pnintor  League  Undair-19  Trophy: 
Cleveland  v  Cunoria;  tJorth  Yorkshire  v 
5ouih  YorksWreiH  IS  FA  Premier  League 
Under-IB  Trophy.  Ctereiand  v  Curribrta; 
North  Yorfcdvre  v  South  Yorkshire  (11.0) 
London  Hawke  Trophy:  bLngton  v  Harrow 
London  Sun  Sbiekc  Redbnd^e  v  Crwdon; 
South  London  v  Harlcw  London  Corin- 
iha*n  Shield;  Havering  v  South  London, 
tatter -town  ctaBange  matctiee:  Scar¬ 
borough  v  Clara  Craven.  Barnsley  v  East 
Northumbertand:  SaltatJ  v  MU  Cheshke. 
Hanlepaal  v  CarfisJa  Yaricshiro  Trophy: 
Huddersfield  v  Doncaster;  Span  Vahey  v 
CaUerdate.  North  West  Alder  Cup:  Pint 
round:  Blackpool  v  West  Lancastva 
Manchester  v  Burnley:  OUhani  w  Rochdale 
West  Midland*  League:  Bnertey  HU  and 
Dudley  v  VVdsaS:  Teltbrd  v  Halesowen  and 
Crourtmdge:  Ytea  Bromwcn  v  WoNer- 
harptoo:  Md  and  South  Warancfcs  v 
Birmingham:  Tenant  v  Stoke  Kent  Cup 
Undar-IE  Bromley  v  North  Kant  London 
<3*  Cup:  Nenttam  v  South  London  Crisp 
Shield:  Redbndne  v  Menon  Pear  Trophy: 
North  Kent  v  Harlow  Wbbh  sfe*i 
Redbnoge  v  South  East  Essen  finch 
Shtekt  Harlow  v  Nowham  Engfah  GIto 
Shield:  Medway  v  Croydon.  Wt*jng  v 
Bodcy  Southern  Counties  Cup:  Swoon 
v  Barfing:  Md-Oton  v  Ooucrister  South- 


Woodnard  Trophy:  Second  round: 
Tamostta  v  Lnterpooi  Mayes  League 
Aldershot  v  Southampton:  Gosport  v 


TOMQBflOW 


-  FOOTBALL 

KttS-Cff  3  0  UTW53  statrd 
FA  Carting  PrameisNp 
Ytes:  Ha-n  v  (Lirshscier  United  [4  D) 

Nadonwide  League 

Rrat  division 

West  BroranCh  v  Scfton  (.1  0; . 

LEAGUE  OF  WALES'.  Ttet  Caae-Tel  v 
Caers« 

FA!  HARP  LAGER  NATIONAL  LEAGUE 
Premier  division:  Erav  J  Sharmock  (2.0). 
CgA  a  UCO  (2  ff,:  Bhelbourre  v  S6gt>  (3.1 5). 
FA  WOMEN'S  PREISER  LEAGUE  Nat 
kwaf  dytswrc  ExiKr  y  Croyttn  (a:  Marine 
FC  12  30*:  Hkes'J'  »•  ArxKd  (at  Ncti 
Manor  Ground  2  Cr.  Ui'eipool  v  Saafcmp- 
tor  (c:  Kn6y  S^cirt  Sradarm  l20|;M3twaH 
v  DafoMter  (at  Foher  FC  2  Of  Y,‘omotey  v 
Tranmere  (S  Wortrey  FC  2  Oi 
FA  WOMEN'S  LEAGUE  Northern  (9- 
vison;  Spartsns  v  Actor  vma: 

Gorsicod  S’  HrHere  -j  \or:  Cotauy. 
Hudderiiicid  v  ■^hverhamp-'cT  Shaffieid 
VAsdnesdayySi3u.-w«  Southern  cfivWon: 
Borfharateart  ■•'Jwciiawfc  Lorclord  v 
Teen  jrc  Le«n  Onerrt ,  BMihton 
and  Hcvx  Three  Srdgas  v  Word  Ren. 
'JAmfitertan  v  lpsmcr> 

RUGBY  UNION 

Courage  dubs  Championship 
FtaM  division 

Lacester  v  JiWWamptan  (3  Dt . 

Sarapws  v  Safe  (30j . 


HOCKEY 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  Premier  Mum 
Baton)  Ttyera  yCantertnay  la  HetybeadLC. 

1 01.  GuJdtard  *  Camock  (at  Mng's  Manor 
School,  12.0):  Hamster*  v  East  Griistead  lei . 
Dotoi  M Mhw.  Ovswick.  1230);  Od 

LrugMauns  v  Rfoding  rat  CttypRfl.  130): 

ScstJEr.  ir  Harare  tat  Sugdoa  Fid.  230»: 
Toridyigcn  v  Soutnone  fa  TecUnowt 
Schod  1 30)  First  t»nsior:Creatyty>M  (at 
CfpqweH  1 01  Doncaster  «  C4y  of  Porat- 
mojih  (at  Benrwcrtoipe  20)  Efdgbastan  v 
Braaidarxb  (ti  Snringham  Unnoaiy.  1309: 
Fret* end!  v  Brontev  (at  txngwood.  1 0i: 
GtoucMiar  City  v  Bwmvtic  Ite Plock  Court. 
T30i.  Haricaon  Mappies-y  Bteeheeris  (M 
Shcatotd  Heath  20)  Sheftad  v  Oxlord 
Unwersty  (a  AbbeydatePak.  28):  St  Albana 
v  Lewes  tat  Ctaence  ParV  2Jth  Stourpsrt  v 
tea  (at  Kstdemnnsier  Schcai.  I  Ot  Tro^rs  v 
N^ar  GvmKtana  i*  Steneftam  Lav.  1 307. 
War.rvaai  v  Bpeston  (at  Ptantath  HS.  1  0). 
WOM&fS  COUNTY  MATCH:  Lirtoastwe  v 
Gwynjid  ta  Ptbmw.  1 30] 

WOMEN'S  CLUB  MATCH:  Wakmn  Gardrei 
City  v  Camatege  Untvereiiy  (19  30) 

OTHER  SPORT 

BASKETBALL  Sudwetser  Leeeue:  Ciptai 
Pato;  u  Hamel  eri  Watfon  (TlS).  Cteutc 
Cola  Nafonal  Cup-  Sem-fin&L  ncand  leg: 
Londflr:  Toner*  v  Leopards  (Sflj  7-UP 
Trophy  Qiester  v  Newcastkt  !8(fi 
ICE  HOCKEY:  StfMriHgtJK  Ayr  vBrackMI 
<601.  Ptetonetein  y  bansub  (730Y 
Cardiff  vSneitbid  (80) 

VOLLEYBALL  NHtoreri  LuguK  Wcraen's 
first  dfeitekn  Onwtgton  v  Leeds:  Essre  v 
Usughborouch.  Bmnnotum  v  London  Mal¬ 
ay:  Manchester  Utd  Salfed  *  Sheffield 
Wateesdav 


Havant.  PnaakknYs  League:  Soumamptoh 
v  BasmgsuM;  Isle  of  Wight  v  Gosport.  Kent 
Haney  Cup:  Maktstonev  North  Kant  Notts 
Cup:  SantifinM:  Nottingham  v  Kirby 
Harenood  Trophy:  South  Leicester  v 
NoOngham.  Veman  Lnegue:  Livtspool  v 
SLefcnirsdate.  Chaster  v  St  heians;  Preston 
y  KaKby.’Odsfcv  v  Bootle.  Altax*  Cup: 
Oiastery  South  Chashlra.  Woodward  Cup: 
Pre3ton  v  Kirkby  Knowsiay.  ThamesJOe  y 
Liverpool'  Snowdon  Cup;  St  Helens  V 
Hattn  Cumjy  Cup;  BenmcX  v  West  Tyna; 
NareasUe  v  East  Norttunbertand;  North 
T>nes«0  v  South  Northumberland 

HOCKEY 

NASTRO  AZZURRO  LEAGUE  Premier 
League:  Ashlod  v  Maidenhead;  ChRhestar 
v  fltenmond;  Iflgh  wyoombe  v  BecJianhaTi; 
Old  VW%3liane  v  Old  fOngstoresra: 
Ramgarhra  v  Wtawhester.  Spencer  v 
Ancinonans;  Tuibndpa  Wefls  v  Bourne¬ 
mouth;  WtanbierJon  v  Hampstead  and 
Wteamnster.  Wokng  v  Fareham: 
WbMngham  v  Gore  Caut  Hama- 
shirWSurray:  Andover  v  Old  Mu 
Wtwgrflians,  BestfustohevOtcihoit  Otted 
v  Barnes;  OM  Crarfoighaftt  v  Bp3om;  Goan 
V  Carfoartey;  Diivrich  y  OW  WEfcomiitva: 
Btendlord  v  Wahon  and  WojOndge; 
Petersfioid  v  fijrtoy:  Cheem  V  Portsmouth. 
SoUhampton  v  London  Untvwi%. 
KtaWSuasaac  Setdnhatath  v  Herhe  Bay; 
BtaddiaaBi  v  Bedey  tarveta:  Bocyxr  v  Old 
Wnamsoraana;  Brighton  v  Ashford:  East¬ 
bourne  v  Old  Boroeruswis;  Uoyds  Bank  v 
MtddteLon;  Ud  Sussex  v  Old  Holoomb- 
eiara.  Sovenoek®  v  Horsham:  TtJsa  HU  v 
Mardm  Russes:  Wcnhing  y  Bdvederg. 
Middx/Bcrl-xtBucks  and  Oxon:  Famham 
Common  v  Eastcore;  Uons  v  West  Harrp- 
stead;  Marlow  v  Mi  HH:  Mflton  Keynes  v 
Hayes  Newtwy  v  I  teatfington:  OMT  v 
Harrow.  PHC  Chiswick  v  Gorracds  Cross: 
RtehUgs  Park  v  Crty  of  Oxford.  Staines  v 
Amersnam.  Sunbuiy  v  fractal. 

DTZ  DEBENHAM  THORPE  LEAGUE. 
PMnfor  dhrfstorr  Khaisa  v  Harboma; 
Loughborough  Students  v  Bfoxwch;  Horto 
Ngos  v  Coventry  art  North  Warwfcks; 
Notcn^nm  v  BloesomlWd:  Otton  and  west 
Ware^vHOTptavuvArtten. 

NORTHEHN  LEAGUE  Hist  dMatorc 
Chaste,  V  Sheffield  Bankers:  Hairogtea  v 
Nesion:  Norton  v  Forrrdy,  Ramgartvav  Ben 
Kiycttnff.  Southport  v  SfxlngSekft: 
Usmpei^f  y  SwehneH. 

ADNAMS  EAST  LEAGUE  Premier  tfl- 
uWon  A:  ChalmatanJ  v  Bohop'a  Stanford: 
OateStoaer  v  ipsmch:  Ooretam  v  Cren- 
WOgo  Cat  Redbrtga  aid  Word  v  Peter- 
barouBft  Town:  Sudbury  v  Cambridgo 
Uiwerety.  Premier  dMston  E  Hutingdon 
v  Ffonford:  Ipswich  and  Efiat  Suffofc  v Buiv 
9-Edmunda:  Litton  Town  v  Claaon,  Old 
Southantfian  v  Bedford  Town,.  Weadflf  v  j 
NoretehCtty  . 

WOM&TS  REGIONAL  LEAGUES:  WetC 
ExefiavChcfltei^wiTUnmlratwyColwalL  ! 

ReCtsn  v  Y.He:  Wmtxame  v  Bnumemouth. 
WOMEN'S  CU8  MATCHES;  Aatford 
(Mkttxi  »  Hayes.  Rato  v  Weston.'  ftsnop'B 
Etonfad  v  awtiwood  BoNdcn  *  Dctoy. 
CartST  Ath  y  St  Fagans:  Ctwam  v  Eastoote: 
Daeftam  v  Hwfeston.  Doncaster  v  York. 
Dulwich  v  Epsom;  Famham  Common  v 
Teddcigton.  Haibomev  Bridgnorth:  Haram  . 
v  DaairifltaMte;  Horsham  v  Ashford  (Kara).  . 
Houulew  y  Rower  Cowley:  Liverpool  y 
DeestafoR:  WBHffl  vStanes.MBon  Keynes 
v  Bedford;  Old  Ldughtarfiens  v.fteadtng: 
teabonxigh  v  Pafccana;  Pofy  v  OuKfford: 
Redbndga  w  LNChworttr,  Richmond  v  Tutse 
».  Sovsnoak?  v  Contertuy:  Sunbuy  « 
Surwon:Wjiu^anvPresc«Wlnchtncre. 
HBvWestHAStey,  ww-mav  Southampton; 
.Wymrrtoe  FtyevArmy. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

NATIONAL  CONFSiENCE  LEAGUE:  Pre-  - 
Oder  dfartsisn:  Bewrtey  v  Lock  Lane  EO), 
Lftflh  Unas  v  &tdfey  H#  (2301: 
Saodtororth  v  Howrih  ti&R:  Wjgsn  St 
ftnciB  V  Egremora  &30)  Ftat  dnMore 
Btekbrat*  v  wtoar  St  dudes  (2.01.  East ' 
Leeds  w  OuftorvKOi;  Eastmoory  Lreoh  Ead 
eaa):  uaom  »  TtartiB  a  (fl;  Moidgresh  y ' 
flanw  (stand  (20);  Wafoijy  Central  v 
A3kam  (2.0).  Second  ditMatt:  Ecctes  V 
Dewsbury  Moor  (2Q;  Ovenden  v 
Itemanlon  (20).  FtedhS  v  HoB  Dockers  . 
(2Ai:  Shaw  Cross  v  New  Earawitt  (20); 
YokAcoroy  Milford  (2.0) 


RUGBY  UNION 
Kick-off  230  urttass  stated 
Tour  match  • 

Batbarians  v  AusJrafia  XV 

(at  Twfckanham.  3D)  . . 

Gourage  Clubs  Championship  * 

First  division 

Bath  vHariorattne  (2.16) . _ 

I  Gtoucasi®  v  London  Web  (3.0)  . .....  J... 

Orrefly  W83tHarttaxx>((aO) ... _ 

Wasps  v  Bristol  (3.^ _ _ _ 

Thiid  dhitadon 

Leads  w  CWton  (3JD)  - - 

PUdnaton  Cup 
Fourth  round 

Raatflng  v  Widnes  (2.15) . ..J. 

Anoto-Wefoh  competftlon 
Group  A 

Bfeckhaalhy  Ffortypooi .... - ! _ .P 

Cross  Keys  v  Richmond  . . . 

Maesteg  v  Waterloo.  - _ _ _ _ 

Group  B 

Abarcynon  v  Masatey  . . . 

Coyortiy  v  Sotth  Wales  Pofloe  (3.01 
Group  C  ' 

Aberayon  v  Bedford - - - ;J. _ 

.  Abertfflery  v  Nottingham  . . L _ ; . 

WahafleW  v  CerdBrineaMe - - - 

Group  □ 

Bonymaen  y  Rtxfoy  ....L _ .- 

London  Scctttah  vUendouery  (3.CQ 
Ystrac^ynlaisvFtathwhBm  - - - 

COUNTY  CHAMPfONSHB1:  South:  Pool 
one:  I  lattowlahre  v  Surey  (ec  Hertford, 

3  0)  Pool  ftwc  Bucfortohenahira  w  Devon 
(at  Aytebury.  215);  MlSifloaK  vScmer—l 
(a  Old.  Madam  Taytore*.  Z  iSj  Pool 
three:  Bokshfee  v  Eastern  Comtes  (at 
Bractnal  2 ,i«:  Oonret  and  WUBhtae  y 
Harfoshire  (a  Scunemouih.  2.19.  Pool 
four:  Gloucestershire  v  3ussac  (at  aietnn- 
hemJ:  Kort  v  CornwaB  (at  US  OtShanfl. 
North:  Pool  one:  Cumbria  v  East  Mkflends- 
tat  Vforttfngtoi.  2.0);  Laicashlre  v 
ietoeshrxhke  (at  Watwtact,  9.1S.  Pool  two: 
Cteshlra  .v  WarwIdahBO  (®  Btatarhead 
Prekh  NorthUnberiend  v  NeMtaiQhnwhre. 

.  UncotawMre.  and  Detbyahiiia  (at  TjOTadsJo. 
ZOi  PocA  three:  Drehera  v  Natii  Mtflands 
(atSaydoa  2.iSj\ YorfoNreyStaflbnashtaa 
|ffl  Haltax.  2  15). 

Rfii  PITHWSSATE  CW:  North  dMston: 
Fourth  round:  Brcxighfext  Rjrit  v 
Mddtesbraugh 

RFU  junior  CUP:  North  dteWora  Fourth 
round:  Ofo  Bedbnc  y  Somhport. 


Web*  League 
Rrst  division 

c«qcwflyvcat«i  _ 

UanaDv  Newbridge  ..:  . . . 

Newport  v  Dunvant . . . . . 

PorsypriddtaBrid^ntl ! — •. . . 

SManseawNaah . . . . . 

Treotdiyf  v  Ebbw  Vhte  . . 

THTO  DtVTffl3M  Bu«l  WWB  V  Jmbr  Ufo. 
Tredegar  v  Panarlh;  Merthyr  v  Ufinhnn, 
Pyla  vNefertfe  Ltauntata 

foments  PremJeraftip 
Rrat.dMfllon 

axaughmutf  v  WaSontans  (2  0)  . . 

Quito  v  Morose  cm) . . . 

Haalck  v  Stiffing  »ra*r  ffl.Cfl  . 

JtttWflresi  v  Heriort  FP  P.C9  :... . . 

Second  efivtefon 


oaymvKehofrO) 

Vtest  vSmdeera^i? 

IWrt  divntafi 

■8sa,iSEjJ4s,^£ 

Pieston  Lodfifl  V  Setok  £2.0)  — 
Ste^sM«N^FPvKfc«tiot^Q) 
Fourth  efiviaon  ,.  -  .  . 

AjTvGrangemomri  (2.D)  . . 

WMaorphine  v  Gocdonim  12.«  \ _ 


Hntwad/JotdanhB  v  Haddnglon  (2.0) 

Langholm  v  Gtenroftos  (20) . 

Insurance  Corponrikm  League 
FratdhriMon 

Baflymenav  Terenure  Codega . 

Corf  Constitution  v  Instonlana . 

Ganyawen  v  Bteckrock  Gdlege . . . 

Lansdowne  v  Dungannon  . -  .. 

Old  Wetdey  v  OW  SetaecJere . - . 

St  Mary's  CoStego  v  OW  Crajcert . 

.Young  Minister  v  Shannon  — . 

Second  division 

Ctorterf  v  UCC . . . 

Dolphin  vWaiderara . . 

Graygtones  v  Malone  . 

TTighneid  v  Becttve-Rangere  . 

Monkstown  v  DLSP  _ _ _ 

NJFC  V  Sunday's  Waff  . . . . 

Siteniwv  Darry  l . . . . . 

CLUB  MATCHES:  Aape&la  v  Btaydon; 
BbmtanhanVSoftiJ  v  Camp  KB.  Burton  v 
Wtea*  l^i-  Wycombe  v  Aytesbury. 
Kencfal  v  Wdiera;  bcnMd  v  fitecrfesfield: 
.Uverpool  St  Hetens  v  New  Brighton; 
London  Wabh  vHentay  {2, IS);  Mareavester 
v  IMtmteow;  North  mtehem  v  Sudbrey 
Sandal  v  Britflngton  (0.151:  Stoke  v 
Wotvarhampton 

OTHER  SPQ0T 


(7.30):  Tbamee  VaCey  v  Btaminaliam  (ao). 
BOWLS:  Uberty  Trophy:  HerttoTOatae  v 
Norfolk;  Bartawe  v  aresax:  MUdesex  v 
Surrey. 

BOXING:  Scotland  Amateurs  v  England 
Amateura  (In  Glasgow). 

ICE  HOCKEY:  Benson  and  Hedges  Cup: 
FlnaL-  Ayr  v  Nottingham  (at  Siflffield,  7.0j. 
WCnosSE  Dafly  Tetermph  Senior 
Rag*  Second  round:  Motor  v.Pcvnon: 
Stockport  v  Cheadta  Httme;  CM 
Wacontarts  v  Boardmsr  and  Bxfas; 
Heston  Masey  v  TTmpartoy.  Dafly  Tate- 
graph  Jurfor  Run  Second  round: 
RorffidatevSheffleW  University;  Stodroortv 
Safe;  CheatJe  Hutaneu  Ashton:  Cheaflla  A  v 
SHeWeld  Siecters  Afl-Bigtand  woman's 
■  county  tounMment  (at  Dam  House 
SehorS.  Newbury). 


RACING, 

Coaimeautry 

Call  089150013 

Results  ' .  ■  . 

CaH  0891 100 123 
FOQTBA3X 

Reports  and  scores  from  (be 
Fa  Carfing  Premiaship 
and  die  PA  Cup 

CaU  0839  555  562 

’  Repons  and  scenes  from 
the  Nationwide  League 

CaM  0839  555  512 

Caibowt:  BT(tH91)  45p  per  min 
*  „™cap  rate.  50pper  oitn  _ 
at  all  other  times.  Merairy  {0839) 
«p  per  min  at  all  times 


0* 


^ss , 


come 
?  tail 


\ 


THE  TIMES  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  7 1996 


SPORT  43 


BASKETBALL:  HIS  AIRNESS  STILL  RULES  THE  HOOPS  AS  HIS  STAR  FADES  AT  BOX  OFFICE 


’s  enterprise  rockets  on 

Ojjyer  Holt,  in  Milwaukee,  encounters 
basketball  legend  on  top  of  his  game 


JONATHAN  DANIEL  •' T  spobt 


TJord^^ad !raps  ^  to"®  in  ike  air  arid' 
2? “JiSSS®  loops  the  ball  into  the  baste.' 

came.Tw  S6^J&1  “  He  still  sank  enough  of  them 
STfectthS m  tosco«  more  thab  twice  the 
Kn  P°^ts  of  any  team-mate. 

^  Lh5^°a^p,edfor  •  “My  game  is  not  as , 
solcmg.  had  been  ceded  to  a  able  as  it  used  to  be 
worthy  and  popular  rival.  It 
was  there  in  black  and  white, 
anyway:  Space  Jam.  the  film 
m  which  he  co-stara  alongside 
Bugs  Bunny,  has  fallen  behind 
First  Contact .  the  new  Star 
Trek  film,  at  the  top  of  the 
American  box  office  charts. 

.  Space  Jam,  of  course,  has 
been  slated  by  the  critics  for. 
the  commercial  tosh  it  un¬ 
doubtedly  is,  but  the  film. 

Much  will  push  Jordan's  earn¬ 
ings  next  year  to  more  than 
$100  million  (about  £62  mil¬ 
lion),  does  have  one  unwitting¬ 
ly  redeeming  feature.  For 
followers  of  the  man  who  has 
dominated  the  game  of  basket¬ 
ball  for  the  pas{  six.years  and 
who  shows  no  signs  of  releas¬ 
ing  his  grip,  there 
is  a  delicious  irony 
in  its  simple  plot 
It  involves 
aliens,  naturally, 
coming  to  earth  to 
steal  the  powers  of 
leading  National 
Basketball  Associ¬ 
ation  (NBA)  play¬ 
ers  such  as 
Charles  Barkley, 

Patrick  Ewing  arid 


‘I  need  to 
prove  I 
can  still 
play  at 
this  level* 


Larry  Johnson.  Jordan  is  en¬ 
listed  by  the  Loony  Tunes  to 
win  them  back  and  restore 
them  fo  their  owners.  There 
are  no  prizes  for  guessing  if  he 
succeeds. 

The  irony?  Well,  as  Jordan 
lounged  on  a  treatment  couch 
in  the  Chicago  Bulls  locker- 
room  before  his  team’s  game 
against  Milwaukee  Bucks 
tee  on  Tuesday  night  and 
talked  about  how  he  is  better 
now  than  he  ever  was,  how  his 
game  has  changed- and  his 
skills  have  “expanded”,  it  be- 
.came  startlingly  obvious: 
Michael  Jordan's  stellar  bas¬ 
ketball  career  has  never  en¬ 
compassed  helping  rivals  to 
look  good;  it  has  been  about 
making  them  lopk  ordinary.  . 

Jordan  scored  40  points 
against  the  Bucks  Without 
having  a  particularly  good 
game.  Unusually  for  him.  :he 
missed  several  attempts  .to 
sink  his  new  favourite  move, 
the  turnaround  jump  shot, 
where  he  starts  with  his  back 
to  the  hoop  and  his  opponent. 


_ re  1 

went  off  to  play  baseball,*  he 
said.  “It  has  moved  away  ham 
slam-dunking,  eye-opening 
moves  to  more  basic  thing*; 
like  the  turnaround  jump  shot. 
I  like  that  That  shows  the 
versatility  of  my  skills. 

“I  use  more  rationale  than  I 
used  to  now,  too.  Why  should  T 
do  something  spectacular  like 
take  off  from  the  free-throw- 
line  when  I  could  just  make  a 
jump  shot? 

“A  few  years  ago,  people 
were  criticising  me  and.saying 
ah.  I  .wanted  to  do  was  drive 
and  dunk,  but  now.  that  is 
what  they  want  me  to  do. 
When  I  look  at  old  videos,  1  see 
things  I  haven’t  done  in  a 
while.  You  can’t  say  1  can’t  do 
them,  iris  just 
because  I  haven’t 
tried. 

*1  have  found 
other  ways  to  be 
just  as  successful.  I 
learnt  that  by 
watching  players ; 
like  .Larry  Bird 
and  Magjc  John¬ 
son.  They  found 
new.  ways  to  chall¬ 
enge  themselves 
and  change.  That  is  what 
separates  good  players  from 
the  great  players  "  . 

With  the  season  almost 'a 
quarter  of  the  way  through  its 
punishing  schedule,  the  Bulls, 
led  by  Jordan,  Scottie  Pfppen 
and  Dennis  Rodman,  have 
already,  established  them- ; 
selves  as  the  dear  favourites  to 
win  the  NBA  championship  in 
May  with  a  record  of  17  wins 
and  one  defeat  Jordan,  who 
has  already  been  the  league's 
top  scorer  in  eight  previous 
years,  is  cut  in  front  again, 
averaging  more  than  30  points 
a  game,  four  more  than  any¬ 
body  else. 

For  the  first  time  in  several 
years,  he  dropped  to  second  — 
behind  Mike  Tyson  —  in  the 
fist  of  top-earning  sportsmen 
published  by  Forces  maga¬ 
zine.  The  consolation  was  that 
he  still  earned  i  oneyear  $30 
million  salary  freon  the  Bulls, 
the- highest  in  league  history, 
brought  in  another  $22.6  mil¬ 
lion  from  endorsements,  and 
should  see  ail  that  double  next 


Jordan’s  power  and  athleticism  take  him  soaring  above  his  marker  to  jam  the  ball 


year  when  the  profits  from 
Space  Jam  start  to  roll  in. 

That,  though,  presumes 
“His  Airness"  will  still  be 
playing  next  year.  As  he  sat  in 
the  locker-room,  still  dressed 
in  his  yellow  polo  shirt  and 
slacks  half  an  hour  before  the 
game,  he  was  the  picture  of 
laconic  contentment  and  self- 
confidence,  .  happy ..  to  talk 
about  the  future  ready  to 
embrace  whatever  it  brings. 

"I  have  no  plans  after  the 
end -of  the  season,"  he  said. 
“Next-year  I  will  sign  another 


one-year  deal  if  they  want  to 
sign  me,  if  the  team  continues 
the  progress  it  has  been  mak¬ 
ing.  If  they  decide  they  want  to 
rebuild,  bring  in  some  youn¬ 
ger  players,  there’s  a  strong 
possibility  I  wont  be  around. 
If  the  Bulls  don’t  sign  me.  I 
won’t  be  going  anywhere  else. 
1  would  noi  put  my  family 
through  another  move. 

.  “I’m  happy  with  my  game, 
happy  in  the  role  of  team 
leader.  The  motivation  is  still 
there.  It  is  always  an  attitude 
to  prove  my  game,  my  skills. 


consistent  skills.  I  need  10 
prove  that  I  can  still  play  at 
this  level  and  put  up  the  same 
numbers  against  younger,  bet¬ 
ter,  more  athletic  talent  There 
is  not  that  much  longer  before 
1  have  to  choose  another 
direction." 

Then,  as  he  stood  up  to  walk 
over  to  where  his  strip  hung 
on  its  peg,  someone  asked  him 
if  he  could  reasonably  expect 
another  $30  million  contract 
next  season.  “Why  not?”,  he 
said.  “Why  would  I  expect 
anything  less?" 
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Ref  blows  whistle  on 
curse  of  parent  power 


THIS  week  this  column  rings 
with  sport  and  its  natural 
accompaniment,  the  happy 
laughter  of  tittle  children.  Or 
as  Alan  Pemberton,  a  57-year- 
old  referee,  said:  “Ill  never  be 
doing  children’s  matches 
aftain  H]  stick  with  the  adults. 
They’re  a  lot  safer" 

Pemberton  had  been  pun- 
died.  lacked  and  belaboured 
with  the  comer  flags  in  the 
course  of  an  encounter  be¬ 
tween  Farsley  Celtic  Under- 
17s  and  Osseti  Town  Juniors 
in  the  Leeds  and  District 
Minor  League  last  Sunday. 

The  assault  began  after  he 
called  off  the  match,  when 
poised  intriguingly  at  2-2.  The 
reason  for  the  abandonment 
was  the  ceaseless  abuse  that 
Pemberton  received  from  the 
touchline  (when  this  column  is 
made  president  of  world  sport 
the  first  thing  I  wfll.do  is  ban 
all  parents  from  watching 
sport  involving  their  progeny). 

At  this  Fembertonian  ukase, 
as  many  as  eight  Parsley 
players  allegedly  set  about  the 
poor  ref.  The  police  at  Pudsey 
are  on  the  case:  meanwhile 
Parsley  have  been  suspended 
from  the  league  while  inqui¬ 
ries  continue. 

□  Meanwhile.  Diego’s  illegit¬ 
imate  child,  fruit  of  the  illicit 
liaison  between  himself  and 
Cristina  Sinagra,  is  ready  to 
make  his  first  official  appear¬ 
ance  as  a  footballer.  He  plays 
for  Accademia  against  Nola 
in  a  Christmas  tournament. 

Name  game 

Perhaps  this  is  not  such  a  good 
omen  for  Diego  Jr.  An  Italian 
non-league  dub  has  been 
banned  from  playing  home 
games  after  an  incident  in 
which  fans  attacked  linesmen 
and  ref  in  a  30-strong  pitch 
invasion  in  a  match  against 
Vimis-La  Catsellana.  The 
dub.  based  at  die  eponymous 
town  near  Perugia,  is  called 
Bastardo. 

Nanny  state 

Who  said  this?  1.  My  career’s 
been  like  the  migrating  wood¬ 
cock.  You’ve  got  all  the  shoot¬ 
ers  and  storms  trying  to 
whack  you  down,  but,  in  the 
end,  you  just  want  to  get  to 
new  fields.  2.  Football  is  a 
fertility  festival.  Eleven  sperm 
frying  to  get  into  the  egg.  1  feel 
sorry  for  the  goalkeeper.  3.  Q. 
One  wish?  A.  Apart  from 
world  peace,  a  long  injury-free 
career.  4.  I  tell  my  players 
they’ve  made  a  happy  man 


SIMON  BARNES 


On  Saturday 


very  old.  5.  Not  only  do  the 
South  Koreans  names  sound 
the  same,  but  they  all  look 
similar,  don’t  they? 

All  these  from  the  latest 
edition  77ie  Umbra  Book  of 
Football  Quotations,  an  es¬ 
sential  work  whose  previous 
offerings  have  entered  the  lore 
and  language  of  the  game,  by 
Peter  Ball  and  Phil  Shaw, 
published  by  Ebury  Press 
price  £9.99.  Answers  below. 

Roast  Chestnut 

Another  childish  story.  Chest¬ 
nut  Ridge  High  School  is 
based  in  New  Paris,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and.  though  it  may  not 
rival  the  old  Paris  in  every 
respect  they,  appropriately, 
took  on  a  French  exchange 
student  Greg  G  fraud. 

Giraud  was  injured  by  a 
fall  from  a  five-storey  build¬ 
ing  when  he  was  three,  but, 
bring  a  gareqn  not  without 
courage,  he  can  play  football 
—  sah-kerr.  not  gridiron  —  on 
his  crutches:  but.  after  his  first 
appearance  for  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vanian  Parisians,  die  state's 
Interscholastic  Athletic 


Association  threw  him  out 
because  the  crutches  were* 
“illegal  equipment  and  a  dan-  ■ 
ger  to  other  players".  GirautL, 
showing  the  sort  of  maturity: 
that  is  seldom  found  among 
adults  in  sport,  said:  "I  was. 
very  upset  at  the  beginning,  - 
but  irs  just  a  game." 

Rich  seam 

The  exhibition  entitled  Work 
Hard.  Play  Hard,  which  celt- 
brates  the  links  between  min- , 
ing  and  sport,  has  attracted  a 
good  deal  of  notice  since  it 
opened  at  the  National 
Coalmining  Museum  for  Eng¬ 
land  at  Caphouse  Colliery,. 
Overton.  Wakefield. 

One  of  the  splendid  nuggets 
unearthed  by  the  operation  is- 
the  fee  Man  Busby  paid  to 
take  Tommy  Taylor,  a  Barns¬ 
ley  inside  forward  and  former 
pitman,  to  Manchester  Uni-;, 
ted.  Taylor,  who  was  killed  in 
the  Munich  air  crash,  was 
bought  for  £29,999. 

This  is  an  odd  sum,  the  sort 
of  money  publishers  will  no- 
doubr  be  charging  for  books  in  . 
about  18  months,  but  the 
publisher’s  fear  of  the  termi- . 
nal  nought  has  never  been 
part  of  footballing  tradition. 
Now  it  can  be  told:  the  extra  - 
pound  went  fo  the  Bamsft 
tea-lady.  Busby.  aJthou§ 
aware  that  he  was  paying  a  - 
world  record  sum,  said  that  : 
he  was  reluctant  to  saddle 
Taylor  with  toe  pressures  of- 
bring  “the  first  E30.000 ;  • 
footballer". 

Number  crunch 

And  meanwhile,  the  search  for  . 
sport's  magic  numbers  is 
hotting  up.  As  ever,  a  bottle  of 
Nicolas  Feuilatle  champagne.,, 
will  go  to  every  reader  who. 
produces  a  number  filled  with  - 
sporting  beauty,  from  this 
year,  or  from  deep  in  the T 
annals  of  time. 

Results  fo  be  published.- 
around  Christmas.  Examples.  - 
Two:  the  number  of  penalties  .- 
Stuart  Pearce  has  succcesfolly  . 
dispatched  in  England  penal¬ 
ty  shoot-outs.  And  492:  the 
number  of  balls  Michael  Ath- 
erton  faced  in  that  innings. 

Answers  fo  quotations:  l.-_ 
Vinnie  Jones.  2.  Bjork ,  Icelan-  ^ 
die  pop  singer.  3,  Gareth ■ . 
Southgate .  in  a  programme 
questionnaire.  4.  Jimmy . . 

Nicholl.  then  manager  of . 
Raith  Rovers.  5.  Alan  Party, 
nv commentator,  during  the-. 
World  Cup  finals  of  1994. 


The  best 


?€F€  ||2 


xJL  i 


our  mb 


1:1 


ILL 


^  £ 


.  Complete  *nd  retun:  the  coupon  p:«s-  *py  empty  pock  of 
•  •  cigars  or  cigarettes  tor  your  free  i;u, 

t.[«OSgqp«iio  auto,  «al  IStwmww  .nl  tadm  a  dr  UK.  Otiycw  anpkwnpcrbnnbstL  Appboitan  naaleansspwolfy 
Bam  ot  rhrfrfjKBttB  wJ!  wit*  »  pirfrfiMmyi  ASw  3<bji  far  detent  RapaaUkr  «*  be  far&tffe  an*Mian  or  dm  Int,  debjad  n-dtnqpri 

^  1¥£-  Lcgj  br-  Howi  Wggnnga  flIFTI  Lid.  RgfgKTgd  a  IxnAa No  130B5«  1W. 


Nme 


Address 


Postcode 


1..  What  is  younanal  brtad  of  dg«r  pf  any)? 
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1  am  a  smoker  aged  1 8  yean  or  over 
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RUGBY  UNION 


Rebel  forces  unite 
for  Barbarians 
to  face  Australians 

By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


FIVE  Newcastle  players  join 
in  the  Australia  tour  finale  at 
Twickenham  today,  a  coinci¬ 
dence  that  will  have  escaped 
few  at  the  Rugby  Football 
Union’S  (RFU)  headquarters 
given  the  nag  of  defiance 
Being  flown  in  the  North  East 
this  weekend.  However  many 
of  the  first  and  second  division 
dubs  choose  to  sign  an  accord 
with  the  RFU  next  week,  it 
seems  unlikely  that  Newcastle 
will  be  one  of  them. 

The  quintet,  four  of  whom 
will  start  for  the  Barbarians 
while  Doddie  Weir  is  among 
the  replacements,  include  Rob 
Andrew,  in  what  may  prove 
the  last  appearance  at  Twick¬ 
enham  of  an  illustrious  career 
unless  Newcastle  achieve 
great  things  in  the  Pilkington 
Cup  or  Europe  while  he  is  stilt 
active.  Andrew  also  represents 
the  kind  of  long-term  invest¬ 
ment  that  will  ensure  that 
Newcastle’s  owners  do  not 
turn  their  back  on  rugby 
union. 

Representatives  of 
Newcastle  and  Bedford  have 
already  voiced  their  disap¬ 
proval  of  the  peace  agreement 
that  English  Professional  Rug¬ 
by  Union  Clubs  (Epruc)  pro¬ 
poses  with  the  RFU.  though,  if 


any  salient  change  is  made 
over  the  next  few  days,  their 
views  could  yet  be  amended.  If 
they  choose  not  to  sign,  how¬ 
ever,  it  does  not  mean  that 
they  wfll  not  continue  in 
domestic  competition  —  only 
that  they  will  receive  no  finan¬ 
cial  consideration  from  the 
RFU. 

Sir  John  Hall,  the 
Newcastle  owner,  is  unlikely, 
however,  to  turn  his  bade  on 
the  £2  million  that  has  already 
been  ploughed  into  the  dub. 
“There  is  no  way  we  will  walk 
away  from  the  rugby  club,” 
Freddie  Shepherd,  a  director 
of  Newcastle  United  and  one 
of  their  three-man  team  deal¬ 
ing  with  recent  rugby  negotia¬ 
tions.  said  yesterday.  “We  are 
not  quitters  and  never  will  be." 

Newcastle  wfll  continue  to 
contemplate  action  against  the 
RFU  in  the  European  courts 
over  broadcasting  and  play¬ 
ers’  rights,  with  Bedford 
alongside  them-  “We  have 
tried  to  persuade  them  that  all 
the  dubs  should  stick  together 
and  we  are  very  sorry  to  say 
they  are  not  still  with  us." 
Donald  Kerr,  the  Epruc  chair¬ 
man.  who  seeks  final  agree¬ 
ment  by  next  week.  said. 

Meanwhile,  there  is  a  game 


BARBARIANS 

T  Sbmpson  (Newcastle) 

N  Walker  (Cardiff) 

A  Bateman  (Retirrond) 

G  Townsend  (Northampton) 

T  Underwood  (Newcastle) 

R  Andrew  (Newcastle)  * 

R  Howfey  (Cardiff) 

N  Popptewell  (Newcastle) 

N  Hewitt  (Southland) 

D  Goforth  (Leicester) 

D  McIntosh  (Pontypridd) 
CQuinneB  (Richmond) 
l  Jones  (North  Harbour) 

N  Back  (Leicester) 

S  Qufnnell  (Richmond) 

Referee;  E  Morrison  (England) 


AUSTRALIA  XV 

15  M  Burke  (NSW) 

14  J  Roff  (ACT) 

13  D  Herbert  (Queensland) 

12  T  Horan  (Queensland)  * 

11  D  Campese  (NSW) 

10  P  Howard  (ACT) 

9  S  Payne  (NSW) 

1  D  Crowley  (Queensland) 

2  MCaputo  (ACT) 

3  A  Blades  (NSW) 

6  O  Rnegan  (ACT) 

4  D  Giffin  (ACT) 

5  T  Gavin  (NSW) 

7  D  Wilson  (Queensland) 

8  M  Bilal  (NSW) 

*  denotes  captain 


REPLACEMENTS;  IB  M  Allen  REPLACEMENTS;  IS  G  Grogan 

(Northampton).  17JStransky  (West-  (ACT).  17  R  Tombs  (NSW).  18  S 

em  Province).  18  A  Moore  (Rich-  Laridiam  (ACT).  19  B  Robinson 

mond).  19  R  Hardwick  (Coventry).  20  (ACT).  20  D  Mahu  (NSW).  21  A 

G  DawB  (Bath).  21  G  Weir  Heath  (NSW).  22  M  Foley 

(Newcastle)  (Queensland). 


to  be  played  in  which  the 
Australians,  unbeaten  on  their 
European  tour  and  victors 
over  Italy.  Scotland.  Ireland 
and  Wales,  will  endeavour  to 
show  again#  the  Barbarians 
die  style  that  has  been  largely 
absent  from  their  lour.  They 
would  love  to  do  so  for  their 
own  sake  and  not  just  to  give 
David  Campese  one  last 
northern-hemisphere  show¬ 
case  for  his  unique  talents. 

However,  there  is  a  singu¬ 
larly  hard-nosed  Barbarian 
line-up  facing  them,  the 
thread  running  back  from 
Andrew  via  Norm  Hewitt  and 
Ian  Jones,  the  two  New  Zea¬ 
landers  in  the  pack,  to  a  back 
row  that  includes  Scott 
Quinnell  and  Dale  McIntosh. 
It  Is  these  two  who  are  of 
particular  interest  to  the 
Wales  selectors,  who  have 
postponed  the  announcement 
of  their  team  to  play  South 
Africa  until  Monday. 

McIntosh,  the  uncapped 
Pontypridd  player,  is  of  New 
Zealand  stock  but  became 
eligible  this  month  to  play  for 
Wales;  the  older  Quinnell 
remains  at  odds  with  the 
Welsh  Rugby  Union  over  con¬ 
tractual  arrangements,  but 
there  is  optimism  that  the 
deadlock  can  be  broken.  "We 
need  a  more  phsyical  back 
row  and  I  think  there  are 
players  who  may  become 
available."  Kevin  Bowring, 
the  Wales  coach,  hinted  after 
the  defeat  by  Australia.  He 
will  also  be  keenly  interested 
in  the  performance  of  Allan 
Bateman  in  the  Barbarian 
midfield. 

Bateman,  capped  four  times 
from  Neath  in  1990  before 
going  to  rugby  league,  re¬ 
turned  from  CronuUa  to  join 
Richmond  this  season  and 
could  form,  with  Scott  Gibbs 
and  Jonathan  Davies,  a  Welsh 
midfield,  all  of  whom  have 
distinguished  themselves  in 
the  other  code.  With  Tony 
Underwood  seeking  a  restora¬ 
tion  on  the  England  wing,  the 
eighth  meeting  between  the 
invitation  dub  and  the  Austra¬ 
lians  will  keep  national  selec¬ 
tors  as  well  as  a  70J30Q  crowd 
happy. 


N ew-look  France  eager  to 
eradicate  bad  memories 


CIRCUMSTANCES  have 
combined  to  offer  France  a 
rallying  call  when  they  at¬ 
tempt  today  to  level  the  two- 
match  series  with  South  Africa 
at  the  Pare  des  Princes:  die 
weather  has  been  foul  and  the 
referee  is  Derek  Bevan,  which 
recalls  the  World  Cup  semi¬ 
final  played  in  Durban  last 
year  when  France  lost  in  a 
mud  splash  to  the  host  nation. 
South  Africa. 

Bevan,  the  Welsh  official, 
under  considerable  pressure 
from  the  tournament  organ¬ 
isers  to  play  the  game  despite 
the  atrocious  conditions,  kept 
his  nerve  admirably  in  a 
match  which  the  South  Afri¬ 
cans  won  by  four  points.  Not 


AN  EXCLUSIVE  COMPETITION 


THE  mS&  TIMES 


-fVA' 

- .  •*:.?  ■ 


•vi- 


iQiitiriuiiig  bur  Twelve  : 

'Days  of  Christmas 
competition.  The  Times 
brings  you  the  chance  to 
win,  not  seven  swans  a- 
swimming,  but  seven 
microwaves  worth  £199.99 . 
each  from  Whirlpool,  the' 
world’s  largest 
manufacturer  of  white  . 
goods.  The  new  Whirlpool 
range,  launched  in  April,  has  much  tortecommend  it  The  company's .paftenled--;-':: 

DES  (double  emission  System),  ensured ah  even cooking  performance  whether  '}. 

defrosting,  reheating  or  cooking.  With  DES,  microwaves  are  fed  into ; 
cavity  from  two  enbgr  points  at  different  tunes,  creating  a  r  ■  ‘:- 
third  microwave  field; The  prize  ovehsare  easy  and 
/  economical  to  u^  ^vepertor^ts  every,  time  aixi  :  "  c 

brown,  crisp andgrfil  just  fike  aconventional  oven-  . ;  ; .  -  - 
They havea  cap^cityof  ZI 

heating  facility  and  -an  axid-a-biriQcn?e  button  allows 
you  toaddlp^  morecookmgt^  ai  die  qacrect  power 
.level,  just  by  pressi^'the  a$d. 

will  also  receive  a  dishwasfer,'  V  ■-£*. 


HOW  TO  ENTER 


;:Call  0891300 561with  the 
- missing 

'■ r *■  ’  .famous  rhyme:;  c 
Christmas  is  coming; 

V  ~ -  tti rejgfk^fdt  ’;: 

Pteaseput apennyiH thefi-':* ;:;r  \£f 
old  mdtesfuiri  -;*•••'; 


wptfii-ySpy  w^sixtoWnrase. 
pipgranmies;  a 
‘filter  ab&a.chaki k>d£ 


-Wnnfirs  will  be  cfaoseh  at  from  all  cc^ed  fsit^  rec^^.by.  nudriigbi  WnighL.N<kmal 


CHANGING  TIMES 


By  David  Hands 

all  his  derisions  were  greeted 
with  glee  by  France,  but  now  a 
new  management  and  a  new 
team  must  attempt  to  rid 
themselves  not  so  much  of 
memories  from  1995,  but  those 
of  Bordeaux  last  week  when 
South  Africa  won  22-12. 

.  Only  four  of  the  team  this 
afternoon  played  in  Durban, 
including  Olivier  Merle,  the 
lock  recalled  after  injury  to 
strengthen  a  pack  that  was 
well  beaten  in  Bordeaux;  but 
only  the  French,  in  the  contin¬ 
ued  absence  of  five  injured 
senior  players  —  Saint-Andrt, 
Castaigndde,  Ntamack. 
Penaud  and  Roumat  —  could 
cast  out  another  eight  players 
in  a  magnficent  gesture  dur¬ 
ing  the  space  of  a  week  and 
start  all  over  again. 

"The  first  test  was  difficult 
because  so  many  inexperi¬ 
enced  players  were  called  up 
at  short  notice  and  they 
seemed  to  be  overawed"  Jean- 
Claude  Skreia,  the  France 
coach,  said,  "but  we  showed  in 
the  second  half  we  could  test 
them.  If  we  can  cut  out  the 
handling  mistakes  and  choose 
the  right  options,  we  can 
shake  them.” 

Guy  Accocebeny  has  been 
restored  ar  scrum  half  and  will 
hope  to  develop  his  team's 
bade  play,  but  that  may  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  speed  with 
which  he  establishes  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Christophe 
Lama]  son  at  half  back. 
Lamaison  has  played  centre  to 
Penaud  during  Brive’s  suc¬ 
cessful  Heineken  Cup  run,  but 
is  familiar  with  the  stand-off 


half  s  role,  as  well  as  shoulder¬ 
ing  the  goal-kicking  ahead  of 
Richard  Dourthe.  . 

It  will  be  Lamaison^  second 
cap_bu  t  he  will  hope.to  hse  the 
creative  running  of  Stephan 
Glas  and  give  Laurent 
Leflamand,  the  one  new  cap, 
some  opportunities  on  the 
wing.  Leflamand,  a  six-footer, 
toured  New  Zealand  with 
France  in  1994. 

South  Africa  are  unchanged 
for  the  fourth  successive  game. 
Gary  Teichmann’s  emergence 
as  a  captain  and  player  of 
genuine  quality  in  the  two 
victories  over  Argentina  and 
last  week  has  helped  his 
countrymen,  to  forget  the  tra¬ 
vails  against.  .New  Zealand 
and  Australia  last  summer 
and  the  furore  that  accompa¬ 
nied  the  selection  of  this  tour 
party. 

'  Defeats  for  the  midweek 
team  by  the  French  Barbar¬ 
ians  and  French  Universities 
have  not  impinged  upon  the 
determination  of  the  “first  XV" 
to  conclude  the  year  in  tri¬ 
umph  by  winning  today  and' 
against  Wales  next  Sunday. 

FRANCE;  Sadoumy  (Cotommj:  L 
UBamond  (Bourgon).  R  Dourthe  (DaQ.  S 
Ok  (Bougaan].  O  VancSO  (Bn«J.  C 
Lamateon  fEiVo),  G  Accocebeny  (B6gtes- 
BotoauQ.  C  CeBarw  (Toulouse).  M  dal 
Moo  [Agent.  F  Toumeba  (Nytaonna).  P 
Banrfton  (Agent-  O  Mart*  (Morriwrand).  F 
Patous  (Daq.  R  Castai  (Barters),  A  Beneza 
<AO®i.  coptakij 

SOUTH  AFRICA:  a  J  Joubert  (Natan;  j  T 
SmaB  (Natal).  J  C  Mukter  (Tranaoal),  H  P  )e 
Rout  (Tfarrevad).  J  OBvier  mtorthBn  Trans- 
vMh  H  W  HonibaB  fltetaft.  J  H  van  dm 
WMtfaizan  (NarBwn  Transvaal);  0  Theran 
IGnquNand  West).  J  Dalton  (Transvaal).  A 
Garvey  fNataO.  fi  J  Kroger  (Northern 
TnraeaCi.  J  J  Waae  (TrarewsaO.  M  G 
Anrtwia  (NataO.  AG  VWter  (Free&affi),  G 
-H  Teldvnann  (Natei.  captain). 

Retaroe:  w  D  Sevan  (Wales)- 


Bath  eyes  drawn 
to  centre  spread 

By  Christopher  Irvine 


have  left  the  rest 
of  the  world  behind 


AMID  the  madcap  schedule 
of  international.  European 
and  cup  commitments,  Bath 
will  reacquainl  themselves, 
after  five  weeks,  with  Courage 
Clubs  Championship  busi¬ 
ness  and  the  prospect,  at  the 
Recreation  Ground  today,  that 
Harlequins  could  seriously 
damage  their  hopes  of  a 
seventh  league  title  in  nine 
seasons. 

Bath  have  not  tost  to  Harle¬ 
quins  in  12  league  meetings 
over  nine  years.  This,  and  the 
knowledge  that  only  victory 
will  do,  are  the  incentives  For 
an  encounter  that  has  implica¬ 
tions  beyond  domestic  jostling 
for  positien.  “It's  a  huge  game 
for  us;  if  we  lose  this  one  that 
will  probably  be  it  as  far  as  the 
league  Is  concerned."  Phil  de 
Glanvflle,  the  Bath  and  Eng¬ 
land  captain,  said. 

With  a  week  until  England 
meet  Argentina,  the  confronta¬ 
tion  at  centre  unites  the  eternal 
triangle  of  Jeremy  Guscott,  de 
Glanvi lie's  Bath  partner,  and 
opposite  him  Will  Carling,  the 
present  England  centre-  out¬ 
side  de  Glanville.  As  the 
sideshow,  Carling  v  Guscott— 
England  centres  a  record  43 
times  together  —  wfll  interest 
more  titan  the  selectors. 

Although  a  contest  of  flair 
and  adventure  on  one  level, 
more  traditional.-  strength 
could  prevail.  Up  from  Bath 
were  susceptible  to  Leicester, 
Northampton  and  Cardiff  in 
the  Heineken  Cup,  and  they 
give  league  debuts  Ip  Federico 


M6ndez  and  Dan  Lyle  in  die 
pack.  ' 

Jason  Robinson  has  a 
month  left  at  Bath  before  he 
returns  to  Wigan  and  rugby 
league.  Jon  Sleightholme's 
amission  from  the  right  flank, 
in.  order  to  extract  the  maxi¬ 
mum  from  Robinson’s  short¬ 
term  investment,  is  hardly  a 
vote  of  confidence  in  him: 

Unlike  Robinson.  Va’aiga 
Tuigamala  is  not  expected 
bade  at  Wigan  until  the  Super 
League  starts  in  Man*: 
Tuigamala,  the  dual  interna¬ 
tional  centre,  is  deemed  too 
important  to  release  so  soon 
by  Wasps,  who  wfll  take  over 
the  first  division  leadership 
should  Harlequins  lose  and 
they  overcome  a  depressed 
Bristol. 

Onrell  this  week  issued  a 
plaintiff  appeal  for  sponsors. 
After  the  loss  of  17  players,  the 
arrival  of  Richard  Higgs,  a 
back-row  forward  from  New 
Zealand,  has  reversed  one 
trend,  but  OrreH  the  bottom 
dub,  need  desperately  to 
change  another  by  getting  off 
the  mark. at  home  to  West 
Hartlepool. 

Northampton  will  be  con¬ 
fronted  tomorrow  by  an  ex¬ 
pected  16,000.  capacity  crowd 
at  Welfoid  Road  and.  a 
Leicester  side  that  has  lost  to 
thenr  only  once  there  in  20 
matdies.  Gregor  Townsend. 

Barbarians,  isastod-^half 
for  Northampton,  with  Paul; 
Grayson  moved  to  foil  back. 


Thai  New  Zealand  in¬ 
habit  adifferent sphere 
of  -ru^by  should  '  be 
dear  to  all  of  us  by  now.  It 
m&y  well  be  the  case  that  the 
southern  hemisphere  coun¬ 
tries  occupy  first  division  sta¬ 
tus  and  that  England  and 
France  can  daim  to  be  thdr 
paxtners.  Even  within  this 
category,  however,  the  All 
Blades  are  way.  ahead  of  the 
pack.  Perhaps  they  can  be 
said  to  be  the  sole  occupants 
of  a  premier  division.  .We 
shall  soon  see  whether  South 
Africa  are  worthy  of  joining 
thon-  .. .  ■  ’ 

-  Greg  Smith,  tiie  Australia 
coach,  said,  after  their  victory 
over  Wales  last  Sunday,  that 
the  gap  is  dosing  between  his 
team  and  their  neighbours 
across theTasman  Sea.  but  in 
reality,  they  have  quite  a 
distance  to  travel  to  match  the 
All  Blacks.  .  . 

Australia  rely  too  much  on 
strength  in  the  forwards  and 
no  longer  have  the  faith  to' 
pursue  the  kind  of  total  rugby 
that  they  once  displayed  with 
alacrity  and  that  brought 
them  their  rewards  on  foe 
grand  slam  tour  of 1984  and  at 
the  1991  WoridCuix  .  ' 
Strange  to  say,  for  so  un¬ 
shrinking  a  sporting  nation;, 
they  are  not  confident  with  a 
style  that  had  beat  part  of 
their  rugby  since  foe  days  of 
Catch  pole  and  Hawthorn  in 
the  Sixties. 

For  all  their  territorial  ad¬ 
vantage  last  weekend  and  a 
superior  lineout  score  of  21-9, 
there  was  hardly  a  sign  of 
Horan  and  little  . 
in  midfield  and 
nothing  of  Roff 
and  Campese  on 
the  wings.  The  vi¬ 
sion  of  Burke,  at 
foil  back,  was  seen 
almost  by  acci¬ 
dent  It  is  doubtful 

if  the  All  Blacks  _ 

would  have  all¬ 
owed  suchauthority  to  prevail 
without  insuring  the  atten¬ 
dant  level  of  scores.  They 
would  have  driven  the  point 
home  merritessly. 

This  summer,'' foe  All 
Blacks  swept  aside  all  that 
was  placed  before  them.  Not 
having  played  since  their  sue-, 
cessfiu  series  is  South  Africa, 
a  representative  team  from 
New  Zealand,  foe  Barbarians, 
could  still  come  to  Twicken¬ 
ham  and  win.  Pride  in  their 
performance  and  respect  — 
not  sentimental  attachment  — 
for  four  forefathers’  tradition 
are  wonderfully  -  motivating 
factors.  »• 

Furthermore,,  professional¬ 
ism  has.  in  New  Zealand, 
meant  foe  pursuit  of  excel¬ 
lence.  not  money.  Ibis  ,  com¬ 
ment  would  be  dismissed  as 
sententious  claptrap  ff  uttered 
by  anyone  other  than  John 
Hart  foe  New  Zealand  coach, 
who  cares  little,  for  irony.  The 
proof  is  there,  on  foe  field,  for 
everybody  to  see.  The  value  of 
foe  silver  fern,  therefore,  and 
all  that  h  stands  for.  remains 
greater  than  anything  that  an 
accountant  may  care  to  assess. 
They  would  have  it  no  other 
way. . 

Australia  have  a  powerful 
team,  as  dp  England.  They 
both  look  well  drilled  and 
have  listened  to  their  advisers; 
as  have,  no  doubt  New  Zea¬ 
land.  In  all  those  matters 
where  (bey  can  be  measured 
— strength,  fitness,  diet  and  so 


GERALD  DAVIES 


Rugby  Union 
Commentary 


‘The  proof 
is  there, 
on  the 
field* 


on  —  they  have  been  made  to 
look  foe  part 

Speed  can.  be  measured, 
too,  and  it  was  foe  vita] 
ingredient  that  Hart  spoke 
about  last  week  It  was.  he  felt 
the  essential  difference  be¬ 
tween  his  team  and  England. 
On  foe  rugby  field,  speed  is 
not  absolute  in  foe  way  that  it 
is  on  the  track.  Changes  of 
direction,  angles  of  running, 
foe  swiftness  and  accuracy  of 
somebody  else’s  pass  can  all 
make  foe  apposition  appear 
slower  than  they  actually  axe. 
This  kind  of  speed  creates  as 
much  for  New  Zealand  as 
speed  of  thought  In  addition, 
their  basic  skills  are  almost 
faultless. 

It  is  in  these  dolls  that  New 
Zealand  have  moved  so  much 
farther  than  the  rest  Whether 

_  _  foe  sun  shines  or 

the  rain  falls,  the 
All-  Blacks  react 
From  one  genera¬ 
tion  to  the  next 
rugby's  verities 
are  handed  down 
not  through  aca¬ 
demic  papers  and 
analysis  but  more 
influentially,  by 


word  of  mouth  from  men  who 
have  travelled  the  road  before 
them.  It  is  in  foe  blood  While 
other  things  can  be  measured, 
these  cannot. 

It  is  also  noticeable  that 
New  Zealand  never  give  -foe 
impression  of  entering  peri¬ 
ods  of  transition  in  foe  way 
tiiat  other  teams  do.  Certainly 
it  is  never  offered  as  an 
explanation  as  to  why  they 
may  be  faltering. 

They  vacillated  during  foe 
World  Cup  in  1991.  which 
signalled  foe  end  finally,  of 
Wayne  Shelford’s  influential 
team  of  foe  late  Eighties.  In 
Sean  Fitzpatrick  there  emer¬ 
ged  seamlessly,  another  re¬ 
markable  captain  to  continue 
foe  lineage.  H  there  was  some 
self-questioning  before  the 
last  'World  Cup,  ft  largely 
centred  on  foe  need  to  change 
the  style  of  play,  and  from  it 
emerged  another  great  team 
-  The  All  Blacks  stumble,  but 
for  no  more  than  a  season. 
They  are  soon  bade  on  track. 
They  can  introduce  players 
sudi  as  Carlos  Spencer  and 
Joeti  Vidiri,  as  they  did  last 
Saturday,  without- upsetting 
tiie  team’s' equilibrium. 

All  this  makes  a  mockeiy  of 
those  who  concluded,  more 
than  a  year  ago,  that,  on  foe 
basis  of  their  performances  in 
the  World  Cup  in  South 
Africa.  New  Zealand  were  a 
one-man  team:  Jonah  Lomu. 
On  such  sladc  observation  do 
others  foil 
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ICE  HOCKEY 

Ktmamu’s 

reprieve 

-fortifies 

Eagles 

By  Norman  the  Mesquita 

THE  latest  in  a  succession 
of  inexplicable  disciplin¬ 
ary  decisions  by  the 
Sdpcrieague  has  a  strong 
tearing  on  the  Benson  and 
■  Hedges  Cup  final  at  Shef¬ 
field  tonight.  Ryan 
Kummu.  of  Ayr  Scottish 
Eagles,  is  serving  a  six- 
game  suspension  that 
should  have  kept  him  out 
of  the  final  against  Not¬ 
tingham  Panthers,  but  it 
has  been  decided  that  the 
suspension  should  apply 
only  to  Supedeague  fix¬ 
tures  and  this  leaves  hitn 
free  to  take  his  place  in  the 
Ayr  side. 

Having  lost  only  one  of 
their  past  seven  ‘  games 
while  the  Panthers  have 
lost  all  of  their  past  six,  the 
Eagles  were  already 
favourites  and  this 
strengthens  their  Haling. 
They  also  welcome  back 
Alan  Schuler,  another 
defenceman,  who  has  not 
played  since  he  was  helped 
off  the  ice  with  concussion 
during  the  semi-final  at 
Basingstoke  in  October. 

The  Panthers  have  had 
a  number  of  injury  prob¬ 
lems.  notably  the  broken 
hand  suffered  by  Paul 
Adey  while  helping  Great 
Britain  to  beat  Slovenia  in 
an  Olympic  qualifying 
game  last  month.  How¬ 
ever,  he  is  fit  to  return. 
Mike  Blaisdell.  the  Not¬ 
tingham  coach,  is  most 
adept  at  utilising  his  forces 
far  a  one-off  occasion  such 
as  tonight,  but  probably  he 
does  not  have  sufficient 
resources  to  overcome  the 
strength  in  depth  of  the 
Ayr  squad. 

In  Jiri  Lafa,  their  former . 
Czech  international,  the 
Eagles  have  one  of  the 
most  skBfal  players  that 
the  .  game  has  known, 
while,  in  Scott  Young,  they 
have  one  of  the  most 
versatile  defencemen  play¬ 
ing  in  Britain! 

Garth  Premak  is  equally 

reliable  on  the  Notting¬ 
ham  blue  finf^wjhfle  Derek  _ 
Lax  dal  their  former  Nat¬ 
ional  Hockey  League  for¬ 
ward.  has  beeqjrTgood  . 
goalscoring  f<umof  late. 


AMERICAN  FOOTBALL 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NR*  Incfanapota 
37  Ptdaddphtai  10  . 


BADMINTON 


DENPASAR  Baft  World 
Man:  Dong  Jk»g  jChny  a 
“  ■  ■  aal  157. 17-14;  T  Sura-Laurictai 
M  WSaya  (fodo)  15-8. 15-1T.  R  Sidak 
a)  H  H  SusartD  pndW  1518, 
15-1;  Sun  Jim  {Ctaa)  bt  S  Natan 


1513;  F  Romadi  (Taiwan]  hi  Chan  Gang 
(China)  155.  15-4:  Chan  bt  M  L  Hanson 
(Danl  151ft 155:  Daw  M  SU*rl*J«*an 
>51ft  155;  W9»>»br&»  Hock  515,  1 54, 
154;  Sun  USSetoK  1512. 17-14:  Suwnto  bt 
Natan  157, 152;  Bud  Kusuma  bt  Hoyer- 
Laser  157.  155.  Santoro  «  tti  1SR 
155.  WOmen:  Gong  Zhichao  (China)  fit  C 
Gandnjp  pure)  11-4.11-4  YaoYwrfptai} 
bt  A  Makawab  pneto)  11-5. 11-4  S  SwwJ 
(hdol  bt  ZangYagiong  (CMna)  lljftl** 
L  DpBtsmtoma  (hd^biC  Manto  (Pan) 
i2-ia4-iT'^Z-1ft  Hwi  Jingna  (CWna)  W 
ZOng  11-2.  6-11.1 1-2  Gong  bt  UAudta 

(IndoJII^.  12-10;  VoZha^TQ  (0«rra)bt 

Usduauoti  11-6.  12-10;  Martr  bt  Wang 
Chan  tQ*w)  11-0.  1Z-1Q:  SUMrtl  w  ^ 
»r-5,  ii-4. _ _ ■ 

BASKETBALL 

CLASSIC  COLA  NATIONAL. CUP:  Sorat- 
finate.  Snt  tog:  Leopwds  M  Lnndm 
Towws  92:  SbeftWd  91  Nsreawfla  00 

euRotmauci r  — 

68  Parados 

Limoges  (Frit. - r  — — — -  • — ■- 

7S  Estutaita  Madrid  S4  Cfcoroagi* 
—  V63  CHymptatoS  A&wna  6V  Group  K 


EAGUE:  Group  K  Maccabl Tel M» 
□nka  (Gr)  S 7.  Utog*»  (Tud  B9 
l  (Fr)  91  Group  B:  Chert0™  t00*) 


— ■  — „. — 78  Kinder  Botoflna 
fin  70:  Etes  Pisan  (Tun  78  Pau-Orthaz  fFO 

Staid  115  Denver  104;  Settle  117 


CRICKET 


*  .HS «a9SJH0UUSa 

1 19,  D  C  BOOT  106  not  out,  s  Young  86  not 
.  otf)  a  Victoria  _ _ 


CURLING 


__  _  champlon- 

tap*  Man.  Quatar-fcats  Gerja^J 

&3^  1 :  Scnrtad  10  Norvw  7;  Sweden 

9  Denmark  1.  Swtoertand  fiPnland  <- 


football 


TENNIS 


Ivanisevic’s 

power  is 


for  glory 

From  Alix  Ramsay  in  Munich 


AT  THE  Grand  Slam  Cup,  ■ 
time  is  money.  So  far,  Goran 
Ivanisevic  is  wasting  little  of 
either.  Yesterday  he  blasted 
his  way  into  the  semi-finals 
with  a  64,  &4  pasting  of  Mark 
Woodforde,  serving  his 
1,500th  ace  of  the  year  and 
taking  his  overall  tool  to  1311 
—  a  new  record. 

The  match  took  68  minutes 
and  left  Woodforde  speedi- 
less.  In  the  end  he  resorted  to 
drilling  the  ball  directly  at 
Ivanisevic,  but  even  that  had 
no  effect  “It  was  the  only  way 
I  was  going  to  win  the  match, 
toying  to  injure  him."  he  said 
with  a  grin,  “but  it  didn’t 
work.  He  just  shrugged  ft  off 
and  served  another  ace."  ’ 

Ivanisevic  had  a  word  of 
advice  for  Woodforde  about 
that.  “He  thinks  he’s  going  to 
hit  me  and  I  get  nervous  'and 
hit  a  couple  of  double  faults." 
he  said.  “He  made  a  mistake.  I 
get  moreangiy  and  I  hit  ace, 
aceand  ace." 

Woodforde’s  strategy 
against  the  biggest  service  m 
the  game  was  simple  —  “Just 
to  toy  to  get  the  ball  back  over 
the  net  and  make  hhn  volley." 
Unfortunately  for  Woodforde. 
there  was  little  chance  of  that 
Ivanisevic  broke  Woodforde’s 
service  early  in  the  first  set  and 
never1  looked  backgrounding 
off  the  set  with  another  ace.  He ' 
broke  Woodforde  again  at  the 


start  of  the  'second  and  consoli¬ 
dated  the  lead  with  another 
three  aces  to  go  2-0  up.  ' 

Apart  from  a  slight  lapse 
and  a  double  fault  to  allow 
Woodforde  to  level  the  scores 
at  44,  it  was  all  plain 
for  Ivanisevic  as  he  broke! 
immediately  and  served  out 
for  foe  match  with  two  more 
aces  and  a  service  winner.  He 
was  less  than  happy  with  the 
rest  of  his  game — with  volleys 
either  hitting  the  back  stop  or 
failing  to  limp. over  ihe  net  — 
but  Vus  goal  tor  the  year  had 
long,  since  been  achieved. 
“That  was  it.  to  serve  more 
than  1300  aces,  now  it's  going 
to  be  very  tough  to  break  this 
record,  even  tor  me  I  think." 
he  said.  For  foe  record,  foe 
1 300th  ace  was  belted  down  at 
30-30  in  the  eighth  game. 

If  aces  come  naturally  to 
Ivanisevic,  however,  perform¬ 
ing  well  on  the  very  biggest 
stages  still  escapes  hm  So  far 
he  has  reached  two  Wimble¬ 
don  finals,  but  has  never  gone 
any  further.  “Next  year  I 
would  like  to  serve  one  ace  and 
win  a  grand  slam,"  he  said. 
“It's  nice  to  serve  aces, 
but  I  don’t  care.  If  I’m  playing 
well,  I  don’t  need  to  serve  so 
many." 

Woodforde  rattier  wishes 
that  had  been  Ivanisevic’s 
policy  yesterday.  It  is  not  as  if 
he  does  not  know  how  to 


Ivanisevic  makes  a  backhand  return  during  his  victory  against  Woodforde  yesterday 


handle  the  best  serve-and- 
volley  players.  With  four 
Wimbledon  doubles  titles  to 
his  name  ^and  the  Olympic 
doubles  gold  medal  in  his 
trophy  cabinet,  his  game  is  up 
to  it,  but  there  comes  a  point 
when  he  is  defenceless  against 
such  sheer  power.  “A  guy  like 
me  would  love  to  go  back  to 
playing  with  wooden  rackets," 
Woodforde  said. 


“I  feel  like  maybe  I  would  be 
a  better  player  and  maybe  a 
guy  like  Goran  would  not  be 
such  a  threat,  but  it  aint  to  be. 
I  feel  like,  if  I  can  get  the  ball 
back  enough  and  make  him 
play  a  bit.  I  am  the  better 
player.  It  may  not  make  a  lot 
of  sense,  but  a  lot  of  guys  feel 
that  way;  but  1  have  a  lor  of 
respect  for  that  serve:” 

The  power  may  demand 


respect,  but  the  Ivanisevic 
hairstyle  leaves  a  lot  to  be 
desired .  The  top-knot  is  here  to 
stay,  though.  “I  lost  only  one 
match  since  I  put  my  hair  like 
this,"  he  said.  “Old  people  are 
not  so  happy  with  it,  but  h^s 
hard  to  please  old  people 
Today  he  will  face  Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov,  who  made  a  slow 
start  before  finally  beating  Jim 
Courier  2-6, 64, 8-6. 


SAILING:  SAVE  THE  CHILDREN  HEADS  GLOBAL  CHALLENGE  FLEETEN  ROUTE  TQ  NEW  ZEALAND 

Crews  make  heavy  weather  of  Southern  Ocean 


By  Edward  Gorman 

SAILING  CORRESPONDENT 

FOR  thefirst  time  since  the  race  began, 
the  usual  upbeat  reports  from  the  BT 
Global  Challenge  crews  are  showing 
signs  of  change;  as  the- reality  of  the 
hind  slog  thro^.tfte  Southern  Ocean 
beatis  'toitifhame.  * 

On  3Com.  which  was  ploughing 
along  at  about  seven  knots  m  seventh 


position  yesterday,  the  crew  described 
themselves  as  “looking  and  feeling 
grim”  with  4,507  miles  stOl  to  sail  to 
New  Zealand- 

On  Commercial  Union,  which  im¬ 
proved  two  places  yesterday  to  eighth 
and  is  the  first  yacht  to  mount  a 
permanent  lookout  for  lumps  of  ice  in 
the  water,  the  crew  reported:  “As  the 
wind  eases,  the  monotony  has  been 
alleviated  with  competitions  between 


helmspersons  for  the  best  distance 
travelled  in  20  minutes  at  the  wheel." 

Reports  from  Simon  Walker’s 
Toshiba  Wave  Warrior ;  at  the  back  of 
the  leading  bunch  in  sixth,  provided  a 
vivid  description  of  life  at  a  permanent 
30-degree  angle  dose  to  the  bottom  of 
the  world  —  The  sea  is  icy  and  the 
spray  can  bring  tears  to  your  eyes. 
Survival  and  comfort  below  decks  is  a 
matter  of  wedging  yourself  in  wherev¬ 


er  possible  and  continuously  bracing 
yourself  as  the  boat  falls  off  wave  after 
wave,  crashing  down  with  a  thud." 

The  race  leader  is  still  Andy  Hindley. 
on  Save  The  Children,  who  is  about  175 
miles  west  of  the  backmarker, 
Courtaulds  International.  Hindley 
has  chosen  one  of  the  most  northerly 
courses  in  the  fleet  The  most  southerly 
boat  is  Concert,  under  Chris  Tibbs, 
which  is  in  fifth  place.  . 


IN  BRIEF 


Kingston 
retires 
from  senior 
service 

TERRY  KINGSTON,  the 
former  Ireland  hooker  and 
captain,  yesterday  announced 
his  retirement  from  represen¬ 
tative  rugby  union,  his  ap¬ 
pearance  for  Munster  against 
Australia  last  week  marking 
his  final  match  at  that  level. 
Having  gathered  29  caps,  he 
is  Ireland's  second  most 
capped  hooker,  after  Ken 
Kennedy. 

Kingston  played  in  all  three 
World  Cup  campaigns,  cap¬ 
taining  Ireland  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca  last  year.  He  played  his  last 
international  match  against 
France  in  Paris  last  season.  A 
highlight  of  his  career  came 
in  1992,  when  he  led  Munster 
to  victory  over  the  Austra¬ 
lians. 

Austria  on  grid 

Motor  racing:  A  17-race  1997 
Formula  One  world  champ¬ 
ionship  schedule,  which  in¬ 
cludes  an  Austrian  Grand 
Prix  for  the  first  time  since 
1987.  was  approved  by  the 
International  Automobile 
Federation  yesterday.  The 
season  will  begin,  as  usual 
with  the  Australian  Grand 
Prix.  in  Melbourne,  on 
March  9. 

SCHEDULE  Match  9  —  Australia  (MeL 
bourne):  March  30  —  Brazil  ISao  Pauiol: 
April  13 — Argertma  [Buenos  Aires),  Apr! 
27  —  San  Marmo  (Imota):  May  11  — 
Monaco  (Monaco):  May  2 5  —  Spam 
(Barcelona):  June  15  —  Canada  (Mon¬ 
treal);  June  29  —  France  (Magny-Cours); 
July  13  —  Britain  (Siverslonei.  July  27  — - 
Germany  (HocKenhain):  August  10  — 
Hungary  (Budapest).  August  24  — 
Belgium  (Spa):  September  7  —  Italy 
(Mortal;  September  21  —  Austria 
(ZettwBgj.  September  28  —  Europe 
(Nurtvamg):  October  12  —  Japan 
(Suzukaj,  October  26  —  Portugal 
(Estoril) 

Power  pays 

Golf:  The  long-hitting  pair¬ 
ing  of  John  Daly  and  Laura 
Davies  combined  for  a  63. 
eight  under  par,  to  share  the 
lead  after  the  first  round  of  the 
J.  C  Penney  Classic  in  Hon¬ 
da.  They  were  were  tied  with 
Donna  Andrews  and  Mike 
Hulbert,  and  Jesper  Pamevik 
and  Annika  Sorenstam. 

Eagles  clipped 

American  football  Indianap¬ 
olis  Colts,  ravaged  by  injuries 
all  season,  lost  another  quar¬ 
terback  when  Paul  Justin 
sprained  his  shoulder  against 
Philadelphia  Eagles,  but  still 
won  comfortably,  37-10. 


ATHLETICS 

Backley  to 
get  more 
help  from 
his  coach 

By  David  Powell 
ATHLETICS  CORRESPONDENT 

JOHN  TROWER  could  write 
a  book  called  How  To  Coach 
an  Olympic  Medal  Winner  in 
Your  Lunch  Break.  Thanks  to 
a  new  scheme,  which  will  free 
him  to  give  Steve  Backley,  the 
javelin  thrower,  coaching 
when  he  needs  it,  rather  than 
when  Trower  can  get  the  time 
off,  he  hopes  the  book  might 
be:  How  To  Coach  an  Olym¬ 
pic  Champion. 

Backley ’s  results  hardly 
suggest  that  he  has  been  at  a 
disadvantage  —  he  has  been 
Great  Britain's  most  consis¬ 
tently  successful  champion¬ 
ship  athlete  over  the  past  five 
years  —  but  he  believes  that  he 
has  been  competing  on  un¬ 
equal  terms.  Jan  Zdezny.  who 
forced  Backley  to  settle  for 
silver  at  foe  1995  world  cham¬ 
pionships  and  1996  Olympic 
Games,  has  Jan  Pospisii.  his 
coach,  available  whenever  he 
needs  him. 

Now  Trower  is  swapping 
his  suit  for  a  tracksuit  leaving 
his  job  in  corporate  affairs  to 
coach  foil  time  in  a  project 
funded  by  a  £33,000  grant 
from  the  Foundation  for  Sport 
and  the  Arts,  and  supported 
by  his  employer,  the  Telford 
Trust 

“John  has  been  a  major  part 
of  my  career  and  the  more 
time  I  spend  with  him  the 
better.”  Backley  said,  recalling 
how,  last  summer,  on  a  tight 
schedule  for  the  Olympics 
after  an  Achilles  tendon  opera¬ 
tion  in  April  he  could  not 
readily  call  on  Trower. 

“Four  weeks  after  surgery  1 
would  drive  three  hours  to 
Telford  to  see  him  in  his  lunch 
hour  or  after  work."  Backley 
said.  “This  scheme  is  not  a 
luxury,  it  is  a  necessity." 

An  immediate  beneficiary 
will  be  David  Parker,  who.  at 
16  last  summer,  threw  If 
metres  further  than  Backley 
with  a  700-gram  javelin. 
Parker  lives  in  Scarborough 
and  Trower,  instead  of  seeing 
him  ones  a  month,  will  coach 
him  probably  once  a  week. 

“David  is  a  huge  talent  and.' 
if  driven  and  directed  proper¬ 
ly.  he  could  be  an  Olympic 
champion,  but  not  the  next 
one.”  Backley  said.  With 
Trower  now  more  dose  at 
hand,  Backley  has  earmarked 
the  gold  for  himself  at  Sydney. 


DR  MARTOVS  CUP:  FImt  round. 

bJ’^lsbehgw^:  acta  «ug 
rsptajr  Louto  2  Thaddey  1  (aat  1-*  War 
SOntin) 


SCHOOLS  MATCHES;  Fi*  F*n  Trophy. 
Fouffli  round:  Rotfwtvm  a  lands  2.  Sut- 


flnt  lag:  Gasrno  3  Gota  1:  Ftortugussa  1 

AtMeoMbaroa 

■ASIAN  CLIP:  Group  C: -Japan  2  Syria  1; 
China  0  Uzbatatan  2  (al  AMW. 

AFRICAN  CUP  WIPERS'  CUP:  Hnal, 

second  lag 

Kmatiasal 


I  lag:  Arab  Oontnckm  4  Sodgral  do 

asa  0  (Cortractant  win  4-0  on  agg). 


GOLF 


_ _  _ Nonltiora 

(9*6)  70.  70:  0  EcksWn  (Gar)  71,  69;  F 
Qinn  (US&67, 73. 141:  G  NowTOt  (US)  74, 
57;WScf»Jtto(SA)71,7D;DBnnBa(US)70. 
71:TSMubflJS)  72.68. 142-SHoch  0JS) 
7ft  72;  W  Latata  (Eng)  .72,  70:  J 
Staricamar  (Hoff  71/ 71;-R  wtaal  (See*) 
-70, 72:  C  Jonw  (X»)  68, 73;  C  Joon  (S  Kwj 
88.74;EPlmJyBJS{87.75 
PARAPARAUHU  BEACH:  New  Zealand 
Open  Laadww  altor.two  rounds:  133:  M 
Aton  (Au*)  84,  69  135:  P  Lonard  (Ai*j  87, 
68  1 3&  MLorro  (N2)  66.  71. 137:  S  Taft 
Min]  06. 71. 138:  R  ParoptrataMj  67, 71: 
P  Gow  (Aus)  86,  72:  J  Kay  fCar)  TO  Ba. 

(Amt 


72:  J  , 
(NZ)  66,  73;  P 


IMcNtAy 

,  69  136: 


13ft  S 
71,68: 

HARARE  Zimbabwe  Open; 

two  rounds  (South  Atfca  u 

132:  D  Tattancha  65. 67.  It - 

(Zta  7a  Bl.  134:  Swan.VUMnre, 

N  Pnce  0m)  68,  68;  J  Hobday  7T  «».  „ 

Ptfte  (USi  69. 67.  138:  MCawuxgm)  69. 

89;  M  Muriass  71. 67. 139:  H  Swart  75,  H;  A 

P»k  72,  67. 14ft  S  wan  der  Menw  (Nam) 

67,  73;  0  Betas  72.  68;  G  Reid  72,  68:  C 

WhMawTOTO _ _  _  ■ 

TARPON  SPRINGS,  Rortdro  JC-Pwarw 
Ctasdc  Loading  ftro-rotrod  saw*  83:  A 

Sotratan  (&«)  and  J  Panwft  (Sum):  D 

Andrews  <U3and  MHutowrf - 

CanwflJS):  P  hin».[Ua  «ri 
(USl;EKtai  (US)  and  S  Of*  upfc  oo;  c 
n — — i  »tn  .^10  b  Lows  (US);  K  Kuehne 
— ),T  Groan  (US)  and 
-  ’  and  G 

_ _ _ _ _ — ,  and  W 

O  Dotniann  (US)  and  P  Starv 
teataT  tyg);  J  Stephenson  (Aus)  and  C 
Beck  (US). 

LA  M4NQV  Spain:  American 
Woman’s  European  Ton1 
schoot  QuNBtegatertaorreL. 

Btaki  *nd  Wandi imta»  strtta-  s**  M 
Hadbtom J&ta  72.  70^71  TO2B&  L 
Encsatxi  (M  72.  72.  72.  69.  267:  J  Laa 
WS)  72,  Sra,  70.  268:  V  Steosud  pljO 
K Wit- 76  aftCSchrng  0  70.  74. 
74, 71 : 291:  WPanoraon  (ysys,  70.  71, 
74;  S  Bdohd  (Sta)  74.  ®. 

Routau  (Can)  68,  70,  79,  74.  29®  M 
Stall  (Swe)  73, 78. 74, 7ft  J  H»d  74, 73, 
74!%  S  Fanon  (tffl 

RU0  m  7B.-7S.  73.  POTA  TO  76. 
72  7iTh  LO<*«n  75,  72.  74,  7®  T 
EaKin  TO  TO  78. 7sl&3:  M  Bura&wn  (Sta) 


73.  72,  74.  TO  29ftS  DWW1S  73,  77,  73. 


78,  72,  74, 7®  N  Buxton  75.  75,  72.  7S  M 
Adamson  (SA)  74. 74.  73.  75;  M-T  Pfcaolat 
(Ft)  69. 73.  75.  79. 298:  E  Bowman  (US)  69, 
82.  TO  H;  5  Lambert  76,  73.  71.  78;  K 
Lsrsson  (StaJ  76, 72,  7B,  71;  L  DatmoB  72. 
74. 7S.  77.  S  EDOO  73, 72  TO  78:  H  HopWna 

n 72.  73.  73, 80.  29ft  t  Macon  ft)  72 
1,  7ft  A  Torres  (Aro)  71.  73,  77.  73. 
30ft  M  PteB  Of)  77,  73.  7a.-74;  L  Grewa 
(Den)  76,  74, 74.  TO  A  Bara  (Swl  74.  TO, 
TO  TO  301:  R  Hast  77,  TO  77,  71;  S 
DoggeC  lAtk)  75,  77.  75.  73;  P  Gonzalez 
(03)71.  TO  76, 75;  &  MdkBn  73, 78. 75, 77: 
J  Ottwr  74, 73,  74, 80, 

_ ICE  HOCKEY 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHL):  Boston  2 
Hartford  4;  Florida  4  NY  tsfondars  Z  New 
Jersey  2  Cnlgay  1:  St  Lota  0  Phoartx  3; 
LosAngata  1  TanTpaBayft 


ICE  SKATING 


KAOOMA  Japan:  NHKTrophy.  Mm  (altor 
ebon  protansna):  1,  I  Ktdk  (Ruu)  05 
ioctoroO  riiEemonta,  2.  E  Stoiko  (Can)  1ft 
3.  S  Dara  (US)  1 5.  4,  D  Dmtanto  (Ua) 
2ft  5.  T  Boraoge  (US)  25.  Woman  (altar 
short  programme):  1,.T  " 

.05;  2 


programme):  1,.T  KwiaBrnroW 
2,  M  Butyrskaya  (Rues)  1ft  3,  S 
-  t  ,  iPta1*4.HYofcoyatfown) 
2  0;  £,  F^ugut  (Japan)  25.  loo  dancing 
(attar  compJsoiy  tal  anojnal  dancteg)'  L 
M  Mauna  and  G  Pwzerat  (Ft)  lft2.  S 
Uoniotto  and  P  Lovancriy  (Fr)  20;  3,  I 
Romanova  and  I  YBrnharwo  (Ufo)  3ft  4.  M 
Drobiazko  and  P  Vanagas  Mb)  4.4;-5  B 
Fusar-PDB  and  M  MwgagSo  (B)  4J1.  Pahs 
(aSar  short  programmed- 1.  J  Mono  end  T 
Sand  (US)  05;  2,  E  Shtakova  and  V 
Naunov  (Hus®)  1ft  3.  Kina  and  J  Oungjen 
(US)  15;  4(  M  Khal  Turina  and  AKiududv 
fXszj  20:  S.  M  Mantas  and  J-M  Bambar- 
dter(Can)25.  _  ' 

_ BACKETS _ 

OUEB'I'S  CLUB:  Ledoafo  British  amateur 
championahip:  Seoond  round:  A  Smdft- 
Bingham  bt  J  W*hOT  15-8,  1511.  157. 
Ouarter -finals:  M  Hue  WUams  bt  R  Owen- 
Brawne  159, 153,  IT-15, 157;WBoone  bt 
A  SmjfrSngtan  150, 154, 151. 

RUGBY  UNION 

UMMSKTY  MATCH:  Cambridge  Urtar-. 
aty  LX  CWj  35  Oxford  Uwerety  Qrajr- 
houndfl  22  (at  Grange  Hoad). 

.  SKIING 

TONES.  France:  World  Cup 
Mogtta  Mam  f.  JJHonntefllr 
2S.76pta.  2  A  Iwmov  (Russ)  3458:  3. 
Johnson  (l®  2457.  Wsmare  I,  T 
Mfewmayer  (fieri  2452;  2.  C  Gflg  (Ft) 
■24.31;  3.  MKaihu  (Fin)  24.05.  ' 

SQUASH 

BOMBAY:  Mahlndra  taarnHonab  Quar- 
tarfinato:  R  Eytes  (Aus)  bt  P  GregoryJGri 
15-8, 156, 157;  M  Cairns  (EntablDRren 
(he)  13-15. 157,  i5riAiM.Sftite  Eta) 
UZUtta  Jatan  (PbK)  (511.  15-17,  7-15, 
157.  16-4;  P  Meet  pita  «  *  Berada 
(Egypt)  1515.  17-15,  157.  1510.  Sen* 
ttaK  Eyfos  bt  Cams  157.-  156.  158, 
Med  bt  Pat®  157, 1512, 1512. 

NAEROBfc  Africa  chaiyionaripg  Mere 
Second  round:  S  Oialeye  (Mgaria)  bi  J 
Nau  (Kan)  21-7,  21-4,  21-5:  A  Jumaan 
flW-M  P  Mtant*  (Kent  1*21 
Jfi-23, 21-15:  R  Rasaaq  rifem)  MSOny- 
ango  (Karfl  21-10.  &Mtot 


bt  V 

28-28, 21- - - 

21-15.  21-12.  21-14;  B 
otm  (KBn)  21-17. 21-17,  It 

BhOTuntMauriptpjMwang 

21-17. 21-11:  M  MttrotaUfi 

^ssaa^^ 


21.14.2f-liA  — 
(Gha)  21-16.21-17. 


TENNIS 


MUNICH;  Compaq  Grand  gam  Cu« 
Ouarter-ftiriK  THanm*rt  «3B)  »  U 
Vfetaigton  (U^  7-6.  53;  G  Iwnisnto 
SS  tXM  WOOtartB  (AUS)  w.  54:  Y 
katatiov  (ftfoSl  W  JCoutor  (U^  245. 6-4, 
58  . 


HOCKEY 


Tough  test 
ahead  for 
Southgate 

By  Sydney  Friskin 


SOUTHGATE,  with  their 
sights  on  the  league  and  cup 
double,  can  expect  a  tough  test 
in  the  premier  division  tomor¬ 
row.  when  they  visit  Tedd- 
ington,  a  team  well-known  for 
their  resilience. 

After  the  exciting  4-3  victory 
over  East  Grinstead  in  the 
fourth  round  of  the  Hockey 
Association  Cup  last  weekend, 
Southgate  are  fielding  the 
same  side,  with  Woods  lead¬ 
ing  the  attack  and  Attala  in 
support.  The  attack  continues 
to  be  inspired  by  Shaw  in  his 
role  as  playmaker. 

Teddmgton  have  .  only  a 
slender  chance  of  winning  the 
league  title,  but  have  found 
fresh  impetus  in  the  forward 
line  from  McBride. 

Cannock,  who  share  the 
premier  division  leadership 
wife  Southgate,  take  an 
unchanged  side  to  Guildford 
hoping  for  another  show  of 
determination  by  Crutchley. 
who  has  scored  24  goals  in  11 
matches  this  season. 

Guildford,  despite  having 
tost  ground;  have  not  yet  given 
up  hope  and  wilf  renew  their 
challenge  whir  Hall  leading 
the  front  line.  He  will  be 
supported  from  behind  by 
Jennings,  who  has  scored  16 
goals  so  far,  mainly  from  short 
comers.  East  Grinstead,  who 
lost  4-2  to  Cannock  last  week, 
are"  hoping  to  renew  their 
challenge  with  an  away  win 
against  Hounslow. 

The  league  was  scheduled  to 
go  into  its  winter  recess  from 
tomorrow  evening,  but  a 
number  of  matches  that  were 
called  off  a  fortnight  ago 
because  of  bad  weather  have 
been  rearranged-  These 
include  two  in  the  premier 
division:  Cannock  will  enter¬ 
tain  Guildford  next  Sunday 
and  Southgate  will  be  at  home 
to  Teddington  on  Saturday.  A 
number,  of  first  division 
matches  have  also  test 
rearranged.* 

Meanwhile,  Beeston.  fee 
first  division  leaders,  expect  to 
pick  tip  three  more  paints 
tram  an  away  match  against 
Warrington,  and  Doncaster, 
only  two  points  behind, 
should  have  little  trouble  at 
home  against  City  of 
Portsmouth. 
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Services 


4  x  Glasgow  £29  3  x  Amsterdaiii  £3 

4  x  Edinburgh  £29  l  x  Nice 

3  x  Aberdeen  £29  1  x  Barcelona  £4 


l  x  Inverness  £29 


All  fjKi  angle  excl.  tax,  subject  to  availability 


Do  not  require  a  Saturday  night  «tay. 
From  London  Luton  airport 


easyJet 

Call  0990  29  29  29  anytime 
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ARSENAL 


THE  TIMES  GUIDE  TO  THE  PREMIERSHIP  THIS  WEEKEND 


ASTON  VH-LA 


The  clamour  concerning.  Sven 
Goran  Erikssoncxmtinues.but 
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After:  that,  -.horrid.:  affair  ■  at. 
Leed5.tfre'quesfem  looms:  can 
ail.  those.  expensive  foreigners* 
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1  ^.MANCHESTER  UNITED 

United*  win  in  Vienna  pleased 
viyjg|<3 the  shareholders  and  the  ao 
gffljffP  cuuntants  as  much  as  the 
players  and  fens,  and  in  the 
aftermath  Alex  Ferguson,  the  manager,  and 
Martin  Edwards,  the  chairman,  both 
contemplated  adding  to  the  squad.  Fergu¬ 
son,  however,  is  not  bang  rushed.  “Prices 
here  are  going  through  the.  roof,  which 
probably  means  looking  to  Europe,"  he 
said,  “and  getting  players  who  aren’t  cup- 
tied  for  Europe  is  a  problem.  We’re 
assessing  the  situation.'*  PB 


1  MIDDLESBROUGH  | 

No  Emersion  (still  on  his  latest 
Gv«“S/W  walkabout)  and  no  Juninho 
(injured)  so  Middlesbrough 
must  arrest  a  run  of  ten  league 
games  without  a  win  with  no  Brazilian 
assistance.  Leeds  are  unlikely  to  prove 
submissive  today  and  with  the  underrated 
Alan  Moore -also  n^ured.  resources  are 
stretched.  How  Bryan  Robson,  the  manag¬ 
er.  must  wish  he  could  turn  back  the  clod: 
to  Leeds’s  visit  last  season,  when  it 
coincided  with  Juninho*  debut  and  the 
promise  of  imminent  Teesside  glory.  LT 


j  ^  NEWCASTLE  UNITED  .  [ 

iftfw»  So  now  we  know  what  mahag-~ 
JhIIQL  iHS  a  side  as  onpredidahle  aS 
TeSagSgr  Newcastle  .is  like.  "The  mood 
swings  are  uhbetievabte  at 
times,”  Kevin  Keegan!  admitted  this  week: 
'What  he  did  not  make  dear  was  whether  it 
was  to  himself  he  was  refemng.  or  his  team. 
Drastic  action  is  required  in  the  league,  tot 
it  could  be  provided  on  Monday  everting1 
against  Nottingham  Forest.  Les-  Ferdinand 
returns,  less  than  a  month  after  a  cheek- 
bone  fracture,  and  his  record  is  enviable 
this  season.  DM 


V  T  * 
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,-  SHEFFIELD  WEDNESDAY 

“  .  -  -■  1 

MmM  It  is  not  an  easy  time  to  be 
HXyP  travelling  to  Anfield.  according 
to  Daw  Heat,  the  manager. 

•  especially  given  that  his  side 
will  again  be  without  Hirst  Collins  and 
Newsome.  “Liverpool  are  very  strong  now, 
and  1  believe  tills  season  is  thdr  best  chance 
of  winning  the  title  for  a  long  time,”  Pleat 
said.  But  he  will  not  be  going  to  shut  up 
shop.  “That  just  plays  into  their  hands.  We 
have  to  try  to  take  them  on."  The  out-of- 
favour  Sheridan  is  likely  to  complete  a  move' 
to  Bolton  this  weekend.  DM 


r  ^  -^^OTTIN^  - . "yjf ’ 

•  SnP '  Frank  Claris  ftieinaniageri  Jtas :  Ty  v  -T  * 
. dehied-'ttiixt  I^n '  Woari  will  be" '•  i ; • t. 
'  FosStST  spld  to  raise  die  mtmey  to  repay >  ;* 'T-  m 
• '  .  a  F7  ^^lfnn"harik'loan-by  the  '  '  . ” 

iedd  of  the- year.  However/ itis  not  aTtain/ 

;thai  wpari  uoll.  be'tetalkd.for  tive  game  : 
against  Newcastle  bii  Mc»iday:  Chn£  Allen, ;  ::  \ ' 

, /.the  -winger  sigi^^ftomiGboord-  ther  .. 

summer,-  has  given  an  .  extra  dunensiOrt  to':.  -  *- .  = 
attaciswith  his  pRceottfeeiieftside.'Wqan*  , '  ''  V 
..  usual  position.  Forest  are  t^ting  c^xfftct-  •: 

.  liitiesi.fciut  Dean  Saunctes.jwith  tytogoals  ij-f.i.  •’ 

'  from  L5  games,  must  sferf  scoring;  ; ftH  ‘  \  •; 


SOUTHAMPTON 


— —  SUNDERLAND - 

13 

Fresh  from  the  encouraging 
win  at  Everton  last  weekend. 
Sunderland  intend  to  end 
Wimbledon’s  unbeaten  run  of 
17  league  matches  at  Raker  Park  today. 
Peter  Reid,  the  manager,  has  spent  much  of 
this  week  in  Sweden  and  hopes  to  introduce 
a  couple  of  young  strikers  on  trial  next 
week,  like  Wimbledon,  Sunderland* 
prime  asset  is  team  spirit  This  should  not 
however,  obscure  the  worrying  statistic  that 
Reid's  joint  leading  scorer,  Michael 
Bridges,  has  just  two  goals  to  his  name.  LT 


HOW  THEY  STAND 

*  Goal 

. - :.p~pt^  diff  l( 

1  Arsenal:.-: _ t..  ': .  16  34  +ia  • 

.  2  Liverpool . 15  31  +13 

3  Newcastle . 15  23  +9 

.  4  Wimbledon . . ..15  28  +10 

5  Aston  Villa. . . 16  -27  +6 

.<  -  .  6  Manchester  Utd . 15  28  +7 

'»  JJ.  Chelsea^'.;.:  T5"'Z4““+2,“ 

&-B^tah-K.V;....:..... . 15  23  +5  J> 

. is-  2t;  qv 

■  ^^JlTShelfield  Wedi . . 15  2f-  -2  .. 

->.4il-Tpttanharn . . 15  20’  -1 

. .  .M2jjfflcester.-... . ..L.^  16  20‘  -5^ 

,>  ^S.U&cfe^..... _ 15  -19-  -5^ 

-  14  SiiKferlandr.:.-.-.— ttt-15-  17  —  =3^. 

‘15  West  Ham.... . . ;16  17  .  -7  •; 

:  .'  --f6  MJddesbrough  . 16-  14t:.=  -- 

17  Southampton - »._-16  13  -7.-. 

.  ;  .  -18  Bfeckbum j;._r  15 :  i2:: :  ■  *  : 
■  ^ .19  Coventry-.:.:..™;  15  10  :  -12..' 

: ;2fi  Nofen Fcresi:-^.^  15...  9  ,>13 


Last  fe/e; 
ga  gamtis.>v  ■ 

'DLVWWr.:^j. 

.  iwqow;-'.v^  . 
LWDDt^V: > 
ODDQW.;-^-*-,- 
WLWVWr-,.-^.-^.'; 
■  LLWDWf::;:^fe 
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^^faf-“Ithink  we  have- the  peppfe.in 
• : .  .  g3  Vthe  team  who  havtiihe  re^nred" 

:  battling  qualities;’’  .  Graetne1.' 

..  SoUness,  the  manager,  said  at 

Highbury  cn  Wednesday.  Headmittedihat  ... 
they  do  not  hoWever.  itave  a:fbrwkrd  te: : 
.  share^  the-  load  with.  Egil  X^stoi^ad,  a t  .  ■ : 
thou^i  Le;  Tissier,  .out  today/.njay  rrtum  : ; 

.  earlier  - than  expeoed.  Mareimportam-m  . . 
-tile  longterm,  is;  Hampshire  .County  Couh-  .7 . 
dl*  meetirig;  on ^Thursday,:whentiie^ 
riewgrounrfatStpneham  is  expected  to  pass.:; 
its  fir^ptaruung  hurifle.-  /  .-s:  .i’-NSv. 

^TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR >  - !  -  t  ' 

. .  p^-Gary  Mabbutt  tie  licrtfehfetam 
jrWjh  captain,  thought'  lns  £5^)Q0;  > 
computer  wouid.,  be  m  rafe; : 

.  hands  when  .he ;  sent  ‘it.  to  .a.  : 

,  Barkshire  Srm  to  be  repaircd-  Sadly.  rt  has  .. 
since  gone  “missing",  allegedly  with  marly  '• 
others,  and.  is  tiie  sulgect  of  . a  police  ', 
investigation.  "!  believe  it  was  Stolen.”  - 
Mabbutt -said.  As  if  tiie  dub  had .  not 
suffered  aiough  embarrass  merit. lately,  the 
oqmputer-losing  company  is,  none  other  - 
than  .Hewlett  Padcard,  tiie  mpchreveied  - 
main  sponsors  of  ...Tottenham.  ;  RK 
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1  ——WEST  HAM  UNITED _ j 

m.  Two  years  ago  Manchester 
wnlf  United  lost  the  title  at  Upton 
Park,  but  last  season. 
Cantona*  goal  sparked  the 
champions'  ultimately  successful  pursuit  of 
Newcastle  United.  The  meeting  tomorrow 
will  be  less  decisive  —  like  West  Ham* 
finishing,  in  fact.  There  could  be  a  recall  for 
Che  unprolific  Steve  Jones  as  Harry  Red- 
knapp  searches  for  goals.  “We  have  no 
excuses,"  Florin  Raducktiu,  one  of  the  guilty 
men,  admits.  “We  need  to  score,  we  need  to 
improve,  beginning  cm  Sunday."  KP 


I  rrWB  WIMBLEDON  -  | 

Hw  ijt  Wimbledon  look  for  only  their 
WJw  second  Premiership  victory 
\Jjr  outside  London  today,  and  will 
.relish  tiie  chance  to  spoil  Sun¬ 
derland*  homecoming  party  after  their  win 
at  Everton.  They  may  parade  a  new 
international:  Craig  Brown,  the  Scotland 
manager,  discovered  the  Scottish  grandpar- 
entage  of  Neil  Sullivan,  the  goalkeeper,  and 
hopes  to  confirm  his  eligibility  in  tiie  new 
year.  Meanwhile,  stories  linking  Alan 
Kimble  with  Leicester  are  unlikely  while 
Thatcher  remains  a  long-term  injury.  NS 


Reports:  Brian  Gtenvffle,  Peter  Bafl,  RusseS  Kampson,  Richard  Hobson,  Louise  Taylor,  Nick  Szczeparfk, 
Ke*h  FWe,  Dwid  Maddock.  Statistics:  Julian  Desborough 


ARSENAL  v 

DERBY  COUNTY  <]  1 

TICKETS:  Sold  out  l _ 

10-YEAR  RECORD:  — .  2-1. 1-2.  M.  3-0.  —.  ~ 


HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

ARSENAL  rtrarnj-  j  Lute,  A  Liniahan,  S  Boufd.  A  Adams,  L  Dixon. 
P  Mersan.  P  Viara,  N  Winterbiim.  D  Plat.  I  WrtgW.  J  Hartson.  P  Shaw. 
S  Morrow.  R  Garde,  R  Parlour.  M  Rose.  V  Bertram 

DERBY  COUNTY  I  from):  R  Houtt.  G  Rwett.  C  Powefl.  D  Powell. 
P  McGrath.  I  Sftnac.  D  Yates.  J  Laursen.  S  Flynn.  D  Slumdge.  A  Ward. 
A  Asanowc.  C  Dafly.  R  VWBems.  M  Cat»a  L  Car-stay.  M  Tayte. 


.  LIVERPOOL  V  . 

SHEFFI&D  WEDNESDAY 

™BR  TICWEns:  Sold  out 

10-YEAR  RECORD:  M  1-0. 5-1. 2-1.  — .  t-1, 1-0.  2-0. 4-1. 1-0 


HOW  THEY  UNE  UP 

LIVERPOOL  (frorm:  D  Janes,  j  McAteer,  S I  ffitxnebya.  M  Wnohi, 
P  Bebb.  N  Ruddock,  S  MoManaman.  J  Banes.  M  Thomas,  R  Ftnrfer, 
P  Berger,  S  CoSymore.  J  Radknapp  A  Kemadv.  A  Wame’. 

SHEFFIELD  WEDNESDAY  ffcom)  K  Pressman,  P  Atherton,  ( Noiart 
M  Pembndge.  D  Waiter,  GWhdhnqham.-B  Cartxne.  A  Booth,  G  Hyde, 
L  Bnscoa.  O  Tiustiull,  S  Ncol,  D  Mafanowc.  S  Oates,  R  Humphreys; 
Raster;  MClarhs. 


LEADING  SCORERS 


13: 1  Wright  (Aisensd) 

ft  F  RawanG  {Mddteabrou^i),  A  Shearer  (Newcssfl*  United) :  . 

R  D  Yorita  (Aston  Vtta),'  M  La  Tteste  {Southampton) 

7i  GIAaffi tChobea), LFwdtmnd  (Nmvcaste United),  R Earle-  - 
(Whnbtodon)  ' 

tfc  G  Speed  (Everton).  il  GeyJafWfimbtedanJ.E  Btohu  (Wfrnbtacknl 


Tbs  offlctsd  Mamet  site  of  the  FA  Catfog  Pranfenhjp 


I  -l-  1-1  i  'Jli  1 1  gifl-f-JT.: :  1  '4/ 


CHELSEA  v  Jljv 

EVERTON 

TICKETS: Sotd out  I  tii 

10-YEAR  RECORD:  1-2.  OO.  — .  2-1. 1-1 2-2!  2-1. 4-2.0- 1. 0-0 


HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

CHELSEA  (from):  F  Grodas.  D  Petrescu.  T  Phelan.  R  Gullit.  F  Leboeuf. 
S  Clarte.  A  Myers.  G  Viaflt.  M  Hughes.  D  Wise,  M  Duberry.  D  Lee.  R  dl 
Matteo.  S  Minto.  E  Jctfinsen.  J  Rtaris.  F  Sinclair,  M  Nlcncfls.  G  Zola. 
NCd^n. 

EVSUON  (from):  N  Southed.  P  Gerrard.  E  Banett,  D  Watson.  C  Short. 
D  Unsworth.  A  WmchcWfe.  M  Hotttoer.  A  Kanchelstos.  J  Parkinson. 
A  Grant.  G  Speed  G  ABen,  M  Bran®.  G  Stiart.  D  Ferguson.  " 


It  • 


COVENTRY  CITY  v 
TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR 


■■■  TICKETS:  Se^BauaSabla  -  •  -  J _ « 

10-YEAR  RECOtto:  4-3. 2-1. 1-1. 00. 24).  1-&  1-0. 1^.  0-4. 2^. 


HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

COVENTRY  CITY  (from)-  S  Ogrtzovic,  R  Shaw.  L  DastvP  Wffiams, 


COVENTRY  CITY  (tmm)-  S  Ogrtzovic,  R  Shaw.  L  DaistvP  Wffiams, 
D  Bwtows,  P  Tetter.  E  Jess.  G  McAOsler.  j  Williams.- J  Saiakd. 
□  Dublin.  N  Whelan,  K.  Richardson.  B  Borrows,  M  Hafl,  J  FSan, 
P  Ndtowu.  W  Botend,  R  Genaux,  G  Strachan,  L  Costello,  DHucterby. 

TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR  ffrom)-  I  Wafter,  E  Baardsev  S  Carr. 
D  Austin,  C  Cddaraood,  5  Campbett,  S  Nethercott,  J  Edinburnb, 
C  WSsoa  0  Howefis,  Affielsen,  J  EtozzaH;.  R  Ft«.  R  -Rosenthal, 
E  Sheringham,  S  Marsea  A  Snton,  R  Altea 


HOW.THEY  LINE  UP 

MIDDLESBROUGH  from ):  G  Walsh.  N  CaL  D  Whyte.  C  Rerrung, 
R  Mustoe.  M  Beck.  P  Samp.  C  Hignett,  F  Ravanefi  C  Moms. 
PWtetan,  J  A  Rc3to5t.C  Freestone.  Bibbers,  M Summeitsfl. 

LEEDS  UNITED  (from)  .  N  Mwtyrt,  G  Kefly.  C  Paknar,  D  Wetheraft. 
PBeestey.  L Radebe.  M Ford.  L  Bonyer.  Lanrpe,  B Deane  t  Rush. 
A  Yeboab.fl  Waflace,  M  Jackson,  l  Hate,  M  Beam. . 


HOW  THEY  LINE  UP 

'  SOUTHAIffTON  [bomf-.  D  BaasanL  C  Lundekwm.  R'Dryden.  U  van 
Sobbrf.  J  Magiftan.  N  Medcfison,-  E  Bertrarlc.  J  Dodd.  M  Oaktey, 
E  OBtanstsd.  S  Charfcoa  &  Potter.  K  Uonkou,  -N  Moss,  5  Basham, 
en/yataon. 

ASTON  VILLA  (from):  M  Oatas/F  Nelson;  A  Wright,  U  ETitogu, 
S  Staunton.  R  Scimaca,  A  Townsend.  M  Draper,- 1  Taylor,  D  Yaws. 
S  MSosevte.  J  Joachim,  T  Johnson.  S  Curoc.  C  T8er.  G  Fanefiv, 
M Rachel 


HOWTHEYUNEUP 

WEST  HAM  UNITED  Item):  L  MWcisto.  T  Breacker.  K  Fkantand. 
M  Beper,  S  BEc.  JESx,  FLanpard.  0 l/VBEamsbn.  1  Domb.5  Jonee. 
M  Hughes,  S  Lazadds,  M.Bowsn,  P.Fiae,  FRaducsou,;!  DunWradcw, 
SPbfe  J  Moiicur.  I.BislaprHPort«>.....  . 

MANCHESTER  UNTIED  (from)  -  P.  SdimeicW,  D-iMirv  D  May. 
G  Pafettr.  R  Johnsen.  D.Sacteem,  B  kfcOw.-ECar+jne  R  Giggs. 
P  Scflotes.  OG  SohJ^aer,  J  CniyS.K  Potmto„M  Clagg,  SThirtSr, 
M  Appleton.  J  TO’Kine,^ Casper.  R  van  dsrGouw. 


;  -  ..howthey LINEUP  , 

NCFtTWGHAM  FOREST'  rtom): . Ciosriey,  A  FbMs,  D  brtSa 
A  IHaatond,  C  Cooper, it  Jerkan,  S.Oieffle.  S  Pearce,  D  Ptwps, 
C  Bert-Wffliams.SGCTTirra.CAJlea  IWoen,K  Campbcff,  D  Sturidofi 
J  Lee,  S  Howp,  B  toy.  S  Bfafeerwtafc .  .. 

NEWGASTiE  UNnED  (*ncm)r  P  Shies*  w  Bartaa  J  Barestord, 
D  flatty;  D  Peacock.  .Rr-iao,  P  fleartfctoy,  A  Shearer,  F  Asprffla, 
L  Ferdinand.  BfiotL  O  Ginota.  S  Ffetap,  K  GHespta.  S  -Watson, 
LOatk.  PAttxet  PKttsoa  ... 
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Maldini  to  sample  new  menu  at  game’s  top  table 
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Cesare  Maldini,  the  for¬ 
mer  manager  of  die 
Italy  -  Under-21  side, 
has  been  appointed  manager 
of  the  full  national  team  in 
succession  to  Arn^o  Sacchi, 
who  has  abruptly  returned  to 
AC  Milan.  Thereby  hangs  a 
revolution.  For  MaJdirri.  once 
'Milan’s  uncompromising 
centre  half,  himself  capped  on 
14  occasions,  often  as  sweeper, 
is  a  catenacdo  man. 

There  has  been  no  tactical 
continuity  between  his  largely 
successful  under-21  team  and 
Sacchi’s  national  team,  Whol¬ 
ly  committed  to  4-4-2,  zonal 
defence.  and  something 
known  in  Italy  as  “pressing", 
which  broadly  meant  push¬ 
ing  up  quickly  to  the  halfway, 
line  to  deny  space  to  the 
Opposition.  Maldini  will  have 
ho  warm-up  matches  in 
which  to  impose  his  preferred 
tactics  on  his  team  before  they 
play  England  in  the*  World 
Cup  match  at  Wembley  in 
February. 


In  a  recent  week  in  Milan.  I 
had  luneh  almost  every  day  in 
VAssassino,  a  restaurant  long 
associated  with  AC  Milan. 
Woe  to  whoever  -expresses 
opinions  which  run  counter  to 
the  dub.  On  the  day  of  die 
recent  Mflan-fmernazionale 
derby,  a  diner  rose  to  his  feet 
and,  as  he  left,  addressed  me 

—  “I  hope  you’re  wrong  about 
Milan;  when  you  say  you 
think  tfaeyH  draw.’* 

-  In  the  event;  draw  they  did, 
1-1,  though  they  squandered  a 
glut  of  chances  '  to  win. 
Maldini  presides,  a  gaunt, 
authoritative  •  presence  over 
the  long  table  at  die  top  of  the 
main  room.  Those  who  sit 
with  him',  mostly  prosperous 
and  middle-aged  football  lov¬ 
ers  all,  are  happy  to  delve  into, 
the  past 

At  the  foot  of  the  table  sits, 
as  rMaldini  proudly  points- 
out  a  silent  old  fellow  in  his 
90s.  He  eats  slowly  and 
methodically,  all  energy  con¬ 
sumed  by  digestion,  for  he 


CESARE  MALDINI 


THE  FACE  OF 
FOOTBALL 


By  Brian  Glanville 


never  says  a  word.  Maldini 
himself  speaks  freely  and 
..frequently,  and  does  not 
mince  his  words.  When  he 
recently  watched  Newcastle 
United  play  in  Metz,  he 
pronounced  himself  amazed 


by  their  defence  which,  he 
says,  could  have  given  away 
14  goals. 

He  is  now  64.  He  has  never 
managed  a  dub,  has  won 
European  titles  with  his 
under-2Is,  —  they  are  the 
reigning  champions  —  but 
seems  to  have  lost  his  chance 
of  succeeding  Sacchi  when  his 
under-23  team  went  out  disap¬ 
pointingly  early  in  the  Olym¬ 
pic  tournament  in  the  United 
States  last  summer.  . 

Perhaps  the  best  advertise¬ 
ment  for  his  methods  is  Paolo, 
hjs  son.  a  handsome  young 
man  who  figured  prominent¬ 
ly  iruhe  past  two  World  Cups, 
both  as  an  attacking  left  back 
of  pace  and  brio,  and  as  an 
accomplished  centre  back; 
though  not  as  libero.  the 
position  that  his  father  often 
filled. 

Bom  in  Milan  —  Cesare  is 
from  Trieste  —  Paolo  was 
coached  by  AC  Milan  from 
boyhood  and  it  is  his  only 
dub.  11115  season  his  disap¬ 


pointing  form  has  been  a 
mystery.  For  so  long  one  of 
the  most  reliable  and  influen¬ 
tial  figures,  with  Milan  and 
Italy,  he  has  been  strangely 
erratic,  and  only  now  is  he 
beginning  to  recover  form.  It 
was  notable,  in  the  Milanese 
derby*  that  he  seldom  em¬ 
barked  on  his  overlapping 
runs.  A  crisis  of  confidence,  or 
so  it  seemed,  but  nobody  wfl] 
protest  if  cesare  keeps  him  in 
the  Italy  team. 

If  Cesare  seems  Ion®  in  the 
tooth  for  his  new  role,  it  must 
be  said  that  he  has  no  obvious 

rival.  The  name  of  Dino  Zoff 

had  at  first  been  canvassed. 
Zoff  played  112  times  for  Italy, 
captaining  them  to  their 
World  Cup  triumph  in  Spain 
in  1982. 

He  has  managed  Juventus 
and  Lazio,  whose  president  he 
now  is,  a  man  of  in  finite,  quiet 
dignity  but  without  the  dyna¬ 
mism  of  Enzo  Berzot.  A  fellow 
Friulana  (from  the  northeast 
of  Italy),  Berzot  managed  the 


Cesare  Maldini  committed 

to  introducing  catenacdo 

1982  team  and  Cesare  has 
been  his  pupil.  The  only  other 
possible  choice  was  Nevio 
Sea  la.  deposed  last  summer 
as  manager  of  Parma  after 
seven  years;  but  there  seems 
to  have  been  scam  enthusi¬ 


asm  on  either  side.  Italy’s 
leading  managers  prefer  to 
work,  most  lucratively,  for 
clubs,  either  at  home,  like 
Marcello  Lippi,  of  Juventus, 
or  abroad,  like  Fabio  Capello, 
now  at  Real  Madrid,  or 
Gianni  Trapattoni,  at  Bayern 
Munich. 

Sacchi’s  departure  from  his 
ESOO.OOO-a-year  job  will  not 
be  mourned  by  supporters  or 
media.  Though  Italy,  under 
his  aegis,  reached  the  final  of 
the  1994  World  Cup  and  lost  it 
only  on  penalties,  he  has 
never  been  loved  or  admired. 

GianJuca  Vialli,  now  at 
Chelsea,  excluded  from  that 
1994  World  Cup.  remarked 
subsequently  that  Sacchi  and 
Antonio  Matarrese,  his  pro¬ 
tector.  then  the  president  of 
the  Italian  Football  Assod- 
arion,  were  “the  two  most 
unpopular  men  in  Italy-. 

Sacchi ’s  return  to  Milan 
started  badly  on  Wednesday, 
with  European  Cup  defeat  by 
Rosenborg.  He  never  kicked  a 


ball  in  decent  football  even  as 
an  amaieur.  Fusignano,  his 
locai  dub.  told  him  that  he 
would  never  be  a  player,  he 
might  as  well  coach  the 
youngsters.  This  he  did  with 
increasing  success,  remark¬ 
ing  in  later  years;  “You  don't 
have  to  have  been  a  horse  to 
be  a  jockey." 

“Flair"  players  madeSacchi 
uneasy.  His  relationship  with 
Roberto  Baggio,  whose  goals 
took  Italy  to  the  World  Cup 
final,  has  been  famously 
fraught  So  has  that .  with 
Beppe  Signori  and  Gian¬ 
franco  Zola. 

Last  summer,  in  Euro  96. 
Sacchi  made  the  ludicrous 
mistake  of  omitting  five  of  his 
main  team  against  the  Czech 
Republic,  lost,  and  saw  Italy 
eliminated. 

Cesare  Maldini  may  miss 
those  happy  lunchtimes,  at 
L’Assassino.  Managing  prime 
donne  of  Italy's  top  team  is 
not  the  same  as  managing  the 
bright-eyed  under-21  s. 


FOOTBALL 
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By  Rdsseul  Kempson  and  Peter  Ball 
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IAN  WRIGHT  and  Nigel 
Winterbum,  die  Arsenal  play¬ 
ers.  escaped  punishment  yes¬ 
terday  after  appearing,  sep¬ 
arately.  before  a  {football 
Association  disciplinary  com¬ 
mission.  Wright  was  found 
not  guilty  of  bringing  the 
game  into  disrepute,  but 
warned  as  to  his  fixture  con¬ 
duct,  while  Wmterbura  was 
cleared  of  a  misconduct 
charge.  /-/' 

The  pair  are  thus  free  to 
play  far  Arsenal,  die  FA 
Cariing  Premiership  leaders, 
against  Derby;  County  at 
Highbury  fins  afternoon. 
However,  Dennis  Bergkamp. 
David  Seaman  and  Martin 
Keown  will  be  missing, 
because  of  injuries,  as  Arsenal 
attempt  to  stretch  their  three- 
point  lead. 

Wright  and  Wtaterbum 
were  charged  by  the  FA  after 
incidents  arising  from  the  4-1 
victory  against  Sheffield  Wed¬ 
nesday  in  September.  During 
the  match .  Winter  burn  'was 
alleged  to  have  made  an 
obscene  gesture  at  a  group  of 
disabled  Wednesday  sup¬ 
porters. 

Subsequently,  after  David 
Pleat,  the  Wednesday  manag¬ 
er,  had  made  critical  remarks 
about  Arsenal’s  tactics, 
Wright  called  him  “a  pervert". 
He  later  apologised  to  Pleat 
and  his  family.  . 

Steve  Double,  an  FA  spokes¬ 
man.  said  yesterday:  “There 


will  be  no  further  action.  Ian 
has  been  warned  as:to  his 
future  conduct  and  must  be 
careful  about  what  he  says  in 
the  future." 

Wright  was  pleased  with  the 
outcome.  “I  have  been  treated 
fairly  again  by  the  FA."  he 
said.  “iTn  pleased  it’s  all  over, 
for  me  ■  and  Mr  Heat  Of 
course,  I  do  regret  what  I  said. 
It  caused  a  Jot  of  distress  for 
him  and  his  fetidly.  When  you 


Ray  Harford,  who  resigned 
as  manager  of  Blackburn 
Rovers,  the  Premiership 
stragglers,  has  been  made 
assistant  to  Steve  McMahon 
at  Swindon  Town,  of  the 
first  divirion,  with  the  aim  of 
improving  their  away  form. 


see  it  in  print,  you  realise  how 
bad  it  looks.*’ 

Manchester  United,  mis¬ 
sion  accomplished  by  reach¬ 
ing  file  European  Cup  quar¬ 
ter-finals,  can  now  concentrate 
on  the  Premiership  for  three 
months.  Arsenal.  Liverpool 
and  the  rest  of  the  title 
challengers  should  beware. 

Akx  Ferguson,  the  United 
manager,  has  always,  main¬ 
tained  that  the  aim  was  to 
keep  in  touch  in  file  league 
until  .the  Champions’  League, 
the  first  stage  of  the  European 
campaign,  was  out  of  the  way. 
Then,  and  only  then,  would 
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their  attentions  turn  -to  the 
Premiership;  against  West 
Ham  United  at  Upton  Park 
tomorrow,  the  time  has 
came. 

“December  and  January  is 
an  important  period  for  us 
now."  Ferguson  said.  “Ir  gives 
us  an  opportunity  to  focus  and 
concentrate  on  getting  some 
consistency  back  into  our 
game  in  the  league  There  may 
be  a  bit  of  hype  in  the  weeks 
before  the  game  with  FC  Porto 
[United’s  next  European  Cup 
opponents^  but  thaTs  a  long 
way  off.  We’ve  got  a  good  bit  of 
time  now  to  concentrate  on  the 
one  filing." 

United  attempt  to  begin 
their  charge  without  Roy 
Keane  and  Nicky  Butt,  their 
key  competitors  in  central 
midfield .  They  were  injured  in 
the  2-0  win  over  Rapid  Vienna 
on  Wednesday,  with  Keane 
expected  to  be  out  for  a  month 
with  a  gashed  leg. 

Conflicting  reports  again 
emerged;  yesterday  over  the 
future  of  Emerson.  Middles¬ 
brough'5  troubled  Brazilian 
midfield  player,  who  is  stili  in 
Rio  de  Janeiro  apparently 
comforting  his  side  wife,  An¬ 
drea.  Gianni  Paladini.  Emer¬ 
son’S  adviser,  said:  “His  wife 
isn’t  well  and  he  is  prepared  to 
give  up  football.  At  the  mo¬ 
ment  he  -doesn't  care  whether 
he  plays  again  or  not" 

However,  another  report 
suggested  that  Emerson  could 
soon  return  to  Teesside.  He 
was  quoted  a s"  saying:  “I 
intend  to  return  to  Middles¬ 
brough  with  my  wife*  possibly 
next  week.  I  can’t  leave  at  the 
moment  as  she  is  bed-ridden 
and  depressed." 

Alex  Miller,  the  former 
manager  of  Hibernian,  has 
been  appointed  assistant  to 
Gordon  Strachan  at  Coventry 
City,  who  play  Tottenham 
Hotspur  at  home  today. 
Steffen  Iversen,  Tottenham’s 
£25  million  signing  from 
Rosenborg,  of  Norway,  makes 
his  debut 

Dave  Merrington,  the  for¬ 
mer  Southampton  manager, 
and  John  Byrne,  foe  former 
Ireland  striker,  have  emerged 
as  frontrunners  for  foe  vacant 
managerial  job  at  Brighton, 
foe  Nationwide  League’s  bot¬ 
tom  club. 


Boreham  Wood  double  act  gets  results 

“*■  unRuonami 


Walter  Gammie  charts 
the  rise  of  a  small 
club  in  Hertfordshire 
once  near  bankruptcy 


Combine  a  chairman 
who  bas  a  coaching 
badge  with  a  manager 
who  is  an  accountant  and  you 
either  have  a  recipe  for  trou¬ 
ble  or  a  model  for  a  new  form 
of  progressive  football  dub. 

For  Phfl  Wallace  and  Bob¬ 
by  Makin.  the  chairman  and 
manager  of  Boreham  Wood, 
respectively,  foe  success  of 
their  partnership  can  be 
judged  by  the  fact  that  the 
duh.  from  foe  Ids  League, 
will  be  making  its  first  ap¬ 
pearance  in  foe  second  round 
of  foe  FA  Cup  today,  away  to 
Luton  Town. 

Wallace  joined  the  dnb 
after  taking  an  FA  coaching 


HUGH  ROUTLEDGE 


course  “as  a  valve  to  release 
pressure"  from  his  work  run¬ 
ning  the  L&M  Food  Group. 
He  arrived  in  August  1990  to 
assist  Trevor  Harvey,  the 
manager,  by  December,  he 
was  chairman. 

The  dub  was  more  than 
€100,000  in  debt  and  losing 
£600  a  week.  "It  didn't  have 
anywhere  to  go,”  Wallace 
said.  “The  bank  manager  was 
pressing  at  foe  door.  I  was 
asked  to  get  involved  and 
said:  ‘111  do  it  for  three 
months,  get  it  straight  and 
then  I’m  away  again.’ " 

Six  years  later  WaJJace  is 
still  there.  "The  financial  ride 
of  foe  dub  is  such  that  if  1 
walked  away,  it  would  contin¬ 
ue  to  do  well  even  if  ft  would 
miss  a  bit  of  my  drive."  he 
said  “The  satisfaction  comes 
from  getting  foe  dub  to  make 
its  own  money." 

Wallace's  initial  cash  input 
helped  to  dear  foe  debts,  his 
energy  to  ensure  five 
successive  years  of  profit 
Boreham  Wood  lie  in 
Arsenal’s  catchment  area  and 
crowds  are  among  the  lowest 
in  foe  Ids  League  premier 
division,  so  outside  revenue  is 
vitaL  Wallace  built  an  artifi- 
dal  pitch,  refurbished  func¬ 
tion  rooms  and  appointed  a 
commercial  manager. 

Last  season  foe  dub  went 
into  the  final  day  as  possible 
champions,  but  finished  third, 
behind  Hayes  and  Enfield. 
There  was  an  increase,  if 
hardly  a  surge,  in  atten- 


Makin,  with  hands  on  the  FA  Cup,  Wallace  and  Harrington,  the  captain,  hope  to  make  dub  history  at  Luton 


dances,  which  Wallace  puts 
down  to  the  13  previous  sea¬ 
sons,  spent  in  the  first  divi¬ 
sion.  that  “left  a  whole 
generation  of  youngsters  with 
no  reason  to  come  to  foedub". 

Two  years  ago  he  made 
Alan  Carrington,  the  assistant 
manager,  footbalHn-foe-com- 
munity  officer,  which  has 
brought  foe  dub  into  foe 
schools  and  children  to  the 
dub. 

Carrington  had  been  in¬ 
strumental  in  bringing 
Makin  to  Wallace’s  at¬ 
tention  when  foe  chairman 
made  foe  painful  decision  to 
part  with  Harvey  four  years 
ago.  Carrington  was  helping 
at  Boreham  Wood  after  his 
days  as  assistant  to  Makin  al 
Dartford  ended  abruptly 
when  foe  dub  folded. 

Makin,  a  true  non-League 
warrior,  wrapped  up  a  career 
of  more  than  1,000  matches  in 
22  years  with  six  matches  at 
the  age  of  39  to  finish  his  first 
season  at  Boreham  Wood.  He 
wanted  to  get  his  message 
across  from  closer  quarters: 
five  wins  and  a  draw  proved 
the  point. 

“The  next  season  we  won 
promotion  and  since  then 
we've  had  our  highest  league 
position,  our  farthest  run  in 


the  FA  Trophy  and  reached 
the  FA  Cup  second  round  for 
the  first  time."  he  said.  “If  we 
beat  our  first  League  dub.  it 
will  be  another  major 
achievement” 

Yet  Makin  has  been  wear¬ 
ing  a  frown  most  of  the 
season.  Amid  unbroken  cup 
success,  league  form  has  been 
poor ‘and  fourteenth  place  is 
well  short  of  expectations. 
“When  we  won  at  Rushden 
|3-2  in  a  first  round  replay]  it 


was  the  first  time  I'd  seen  him 
smile."  Terry  Robbins,  die 
striker,  said. 

Robbins,  31.  finally 
achieved  his  goal  to  play  in 
the  Football  League  last  sea¬ 
son  —  18  appearances,  two 
goals,  with  Barnet  —  but  cut 
short  a  twoyear  contract  to 
return  to  the  City.  Impressed 
as  he  is  by  Makin's  dedica¬ 
tion,  Robbms  is  in  awe  of  his 
chairman's  commitment 

“He’s  football  mad,"  Rob¬ 


bins  said.  “He's  always  there 
at  training,  watching  what's 
going  on."  Wallace  said  that 
at  47,  “creaking  bones"  forbid 
anymore  active  role. 

What  would  send  Makin 
into  raptures  would  be  a 
victory  over  Luton  followed 
by  a  third  round  draw  against 
West  Ham  United.  “I  work  for 
Dagenham  Motors,  and  they 
sponsor  West  Ham,"  he  saidl 
’  With  that  happy  thought  it 
was  back  to  work. 


Steve  Acteson  on  a 
sleepy  town’s  attempt 
to  emerge  among  the 
FA  Cup  big  names 


rines  forward,  and  Raul  O’Bri¬ 
en,  the  defender. 

Work  appears  to  be  a  grey 
area  with  Dent  “He  does  as 
little  as  possible;  I  think  main¬ 
ly  heS  known  as  a  profession¬ 
al  bed-tester,'’  Cugley  said. 
“He  doesn't  like  to  get  up  too 
early.  Well  that’s  not  quite 
fair,  he  tries  to  get  up  in  the 
hours  of  daylight  but  doesn’t 
always  find  it  possible. 

“For  a  manager,  he’s  frus¬ 
trating  because,  at  times,  he 
simply  doesn't  work  hard 
enough;  but  he  does  remind 
me  of  [Matthew]  Le  Ussier. 
You  know;  that  drifting  role 
and  suddenly  he  thumps  one 
in  from  30  yards;  our  crowd 
love  him  —  and,  despite  his 
work-rate,  I  wouldn’t  swap 
hint  for  anyone,  he’s  class. 
His  first  touch  is  excellent  and 
He’S  a  superb  finisher.” 


Dent  aims  to  join  idle  rich 

NICK  DENT,  the  Ashford 
Town  striker,  eats,  breathes  ' 
and  sleeps  football,  with  the 
emphasis  firmly  on  sleeping; 
but.  if  Neil  Cugley,  his  manag¬ 
er,  can  Jbonow  Vinnie  Jones's 
ghetto  blaster  and  blare  In 
The  Mood  around  the  Vicar¬ 
age  Road  dressing-room  to¬ 
day.  Dent  might  wake  up  for 
long  enough  to  give  Ashford, 
the  Dr  Martens  League  pre¬ 
mier  division  club,  a  tilt  at 
removing  Watford  from  the 
FA  Cup  and  secure  a  place  in 
the  third  round.  . 

Dent  was  once  with  Bristol 
City,  but  he  could  not  cope 
with  either  full-time  training 
or  Joe  Jordan,  a  disciplinarian ' 
manager.  He  has  been  airily 
described  as  the  Eric  Cantona 
of  non-League  football. . 

Surprisingly,  .  Dent,  the 
Ashford  leading  goalscorer, 
was  foe  only  man  to  miss 
Mien  his  side  beat  Dagenham 
and  Redhridge  on  penalties  in . 

‘an  away  replay  last  week. 

Cugley  believes  that  his 
underachiever  can  surprise 
Watford,  however,  along  with 
Jeff  Ross,  the  winger.  Matt 
Camrthers.  the  Royal  Ma- 


Dent,  28,  signed  profession¬ 
al  forms  ten  years  ago.  but  did 
not  progress,  drifting  off  to 
Yeovil  Town,  Poole  and.} 
eventually,  Ashford,  after  a 
spell  in  Hong  Kong. 

"I  am  hoping  to  shew  Wat¬ 
ford  a  thing  or  two,"  hesaid. 
"The  bigger  the  stage,  the 
bigger  the  player,  they  say, 
and  I  do  like  the  big  games” 

Cugley  is  Ashford’s  only 
full-time  employee,  supple¬ 
menting  his  income  by  run¬ 
ning  football  fun  weeks  for 
schoolchildren.  He  has  a 
wealth  of  FA  Cup  experience, 
however,  even  if  he  has  never 
beaten  League  opposition  ra¬ 
ther  as  player  or  manager  in 
five  attempts,  the  last  chance 
coining  two  years  ago  when 
Ashford  lost  to  Fulham  in  a 
replay.  . 

Ashford  —  average  gate  600 
—  expect  to  take  .4,000  sup¬ 
porters  to  Watford  for  their 
first  FA  Cup  second-round  tie 
since  the  1960s,  "and  I  believe 
we  can  win",  Cugley  said. 
“Even  the  local  council  are 
excited  enough  to  have  given 
us  £1,000  for  new  blazers,  ties 
and  trousers." 
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NOW  YOU  CAN  HAVE  ALL  THE 
FUN  OF  SPORTS  SPREAD  BETTING 
-  WITH  LIMITED  RISK. 


# 
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The  No !  in  Spate 
Spread  Betting 


A  known  maximum  win  or  loss  on  every  bet  -  like 
fixed  odds. 

The  lowest  minimum  stakes  overall,  with  new  low  levels 
for  deposit  and  credit  accounts. 

Our  guarantee  that  you  cannot  lose  more  than  £50 
on  a  minimum  stake  bet. 

Switch/Delta  account  management  facilities  available. 

A  new  team  with  time  to  help  you  on  our  freephone 
information  line. 

All  the  other  advantages  of  spread  betting  with  the 
market  leaders,  Sporting  Index. 

FOR  YOUR  FREE  GUIDE  TO  THE  EXCITEMENT 
OF  SPORTS  SPREAD  BETTING  CALL 

0171  582  6026 

OR  FILL  IN  THE  COUPON  BELOW. 

ALSO  SEE  TELETEXT  1*368  (ITV)  AND  P604  (CHANNEL  4} 

Sporting  Index  Lid,  Gateway  House,  Milverton  Street.  London  SE1 1  4AP 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
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Ahead  of  the  pack:  Rob  Andrew  will  be  hoping  to  uphold  the  Barbarian  tradition  of  running  rugby  when  he  captains  them 
pupils  from  Grey  Court  School,  Richmond,  arrived  at  Roehampton  to  give  the  former  England  stalwart  a  taste  at  what  to 


Lloyd  tries  video  tonic  to  lift  team’s  spirits 


Atherton’s  injuiy  adds 
to  England’s  worries 


From  Simon  Wilde 
IN  HARARE 

ENGLAND’S  cricket  tour  of 
Zimbabwe  could  barely  be 
going  less  smoothly.  What 
was  anticipated  as  a  morale- 
boosting  mission  has  been 
plagued  by  illness,  a  misguid¬ 
ed  work  ethic  and  two  bewil- 
deringly  heavy  defeats  at  the 
hands  of  minor  opposition. 

Yesterday  Michael  Ather¬ 
ton,  the  captain,  received  two 
injections  in  his  lower  back  in 
an  attempt  to  relieve  chronic 
pain  and  keep  alive  hopes  that 
he  can  yet  turn  the  team's 
fortunes  around.  Nobody  in¬ 
volved  with  die  England  side 
underestimates  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  Atherton  to  their 
success,  not  only  as  captain 
but  also  as  leading  batsman 
who.  time  and  again,  forms 
the  rock  to  which  they  cling. 

Atherton  will  stand  down 
from  the  one-day  match 
against  Matabeleland  in  Bula¬ 
wayo  tomorrow,  but  plans  to 
resume  his  place  on  Tuesday 
for  the  four-day  game  against 
them  in  the  last  fixture  before 
the  internationals. 

He  received  the  same  treat¬ 
ment  —  two  injections  either 
side  of  the  sacnnlliac joint— 18 
months  ago,  before  the  Lord’s 
Test  against  West  Indies.  It  is. 
designtxi  to  increase  his  mobil¬ 
ity.  clearly  restricted  over  the 
past  few  days  to  the  detriment 
of  his  batting.  His  scores  cm 
the  tour  have  been  0, 2  and  7. 

Before  his  medical  appoint¬ 
ment  Atherton  faced  some 
gentle  throw  downs  in  the  nets 
as  England  practised  at  the 


Harare  Sports  Club,  die  scow 
of  their  humiliating  three-day 
defeat  at  die  hands  of 
Mashonaland.  which  has 
raised  doubts  about  the  quali¬ 
ty  of  management. 

David  Lloyd,  the  ooach.  said 
that  dure  had  been  no  dimi¬ 
nution  in  Atherton’s  contribu¬ 
tion  because  of  his  medical 
problems.  "The  captain's  in¬ 
put  is  absolutely  first  class  and 
die  part  he  has  played  is 
miraculous,  considering  what 
he  is  going  through,"  Lloyd 
said. 

"He  has  had  problems  an 
international  captain  can  do 
without  People  have  criticised 
him  in  the  past  for  his  body 
language  and  posture  but 
there  is  nothing  he  can  do 
about  them  [because  of  Ms 
back  trouble).” 

Lloyd  conceded  that  there 
had  been  a  stark  difference 
between  England’s  tentative 


Atherton:  back  trouble 


approach  and  that  of  die 
Mashonaland  side  which  con¬ 
tained  five  amateurs  but 
played  with  a  competitiveness, 
self-belief  and  desire  that  their 
opponents  did  not  remotely 
match. 

Part  of  England’s  problem 
Is  that  they  have  been  slow  to 
adapt  to  Zimbabwe's  climate 
and  culture,  and  especially  the 
slow  pitches.  On  a  slow  but 
true  surface,  England  were 
dismissed  for  paltry  totals  of 
197  and  180  and  several  bats¬ 
men  were  out  to  tame  shots 
against  the  apparently  innocu¬ 
ous  medium-pace  bowling  of 
players  such  as  Gary  Brent 
Of  equal  concern  is  the  form  of 
the  seam  attack,  which  has 
consistently  failed  to  bowl  the 
right  length  for  die  conditions. 

Lloyd  nevertheless  defended 
the  decision  to  let  the  players 
rest  for  two  months  at  the  end 
of  the  English  season  and 
prevent  them  from  playing 
any  cricket  during  a  pre-tour 
get-together  in  Portugal.  “I’d 
do  it  all  again.”  he  said. 

Lloyd  topes  that  the  anger 
and  disappointment  of  their 
poor  start  will  have  a  positive 
effect  on  the  players.  There  are 
only  14  in  the  party  and  the 
management  has  already 
hinted  that  the  team  beaten  by 
Mashonaland  is  dose  to  its 
preferred  Test  XI. 

As  for  the  Zimbabweans; 
they  are  unlikely  to  be  lulled 
into  complacency  by  their 
early  successes.  It  has  given 
them  an  important  edge,  but  it 
is -one  that  they  will  need  if 
they  are  to  create  further 
upsets.  They  were  indeed  wise 


to  decline  a  request  from 
England  far  Mashonaland  to 
meet  them  again  in  a  limited- 
overs  match  yesterday,  left 
blank  by  the  premature  end  of 
the  four-day  fixture. 

The  result  on  Thursday  was 
greeted  with  delight  among 
the  local  population-  Shortly 
after  the  match  finished,  the 
chairman  of  the  Mashonaland 
Cricket  Association,  which 
hardly  possesses  the  deepest 
coffers,  announced  its  victori¬ 
ous  players  would  each  re¬ 
ceived  a  bonus  of  ZEM$]000 
(about  £65). 

This  is  a  great  result  for 
us,"  Don  Amott,  the  chairman 
of  the  Zimbabwe  Cricket 
Unon,  said  yesterday.  “It  is 
significant  that,  having  only 
played  England  in  one-day 
matches  before,  we  showed 
here  in  a  four-day  match  that 
we  have  the  resources  to  cope 
and  remain  competitive.” 

Lloyd  did  one  other  thing  to 
lift  die  spirits  of  his  players 
yesterday.  He  played  them 
videos  of  their  best  perfor¬ 
mances  against  some  of  the 
world’s  top  players-  “That'S 
you  lads;  you  were  done  by 
Gary  Brent,”  he  told  them. 
"We  are  better  than  they  are." 

Lloyd  is  right,  of  course. 
England  do  possess  the  better 
players.  He  knows  that,  his 
players  know  that,  and  so  do 
the  Zimbabweans.  The  prob¬ 
lem  is  proving  it  when  they  get 
out  in  the  middle.  Time  is 
running  out. 

Diaxy,  page  20 
Leading  article,  page  21 
Ziolfioake  takes  lead,  page  42 


Confident 
Graham 
tips  Scales 
to  sign 

Bv  David  Maddock 

LEEDS  United  have  agreed 
a  £2.7  million  fee  for  Join. 
Scales,  the  Liverpool  central 
defender,  who  is  Bkdy  to 
sign  for  the  dub  on  Mon¬ 
day.  Scales  travelled  to 
EUand  Road  yesterday  for 
talks  that  stretched  from 
lunch  time  ttrmn^v  to  early 
evening,  and  expressed  Ms 
satisfaction  with  the 
progress  of  negotiations. 

“We  will  talk  further  over 
the  weekend,  but  I  am 
happy  with  the  way  things 
have  gone  so  far  and,  if 
everything  goes  to  plan, 
then  I  will  be  happy  to 
return  to  Leeds,”  Spates  said. 

Scales  wiQ  become  the 
first  signing  by  George  Gra¬ 
ham  since  he  became  man¬ 
ager  three  months  ago.  He 
might  not  have  cost  the  dob 
a  penny.  He  joined  Leeds  as 
a  teenager,  but  was  released 
on  a  free  transfer  at  19, 
without  being  given  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  prove  his  worth. 

“We  have  agreed  the  fee 
and  had  amicable  negotia¬ 
tions.”  Graham  said  “and 
if  he  wants  to  come  here,  we 
will  regard  him  as  an  impor¬ 
tant  signing.” 

Regi  Blinker,  the  Shef¬ 
field  Wednesday  midfield 
player,  had  Ms  global  sus¬ 
pension  lifted  by  Fits,  the 
sport's  world  governing 
body,  yesterday.  He  wfli  be 
in  the  Wednesday  anting 
finp-up  at  Anfidd  today. 

However.  Stinker  was 
fined  almost  £364)00  after 
bang  found  guilty  of  contra¬ 
vening  regulations  prevent¬ 
ing  players  from  signing 
contracts  with  more  than 
one  chib. 


unknown  reaps  rich  reward 


TTM  HENMAN  could  round 
off  his  year  with  the  biggest 
payday  of  his  short  tennis 
career  today  and,  with  Luck, 
learn  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  lessons.  Win  or  lose  in  the 
Grand  Slam  Cup  semi-final 
against  Boris  Becker, 
Henman  will  end  up  consider¬ 
ably  richer  than  he  was  on 
Tuesday  morning  when  the 
competition  began,  but  he  will 
also  know  what  it  is  like  to 
play  a  big-money,  high-profile 
match  in  front  of  a  largely 
hostile  crowd. 

the  Olyrapiahalle  here 
holds  11.500  spectators  and 
Becker  is  the  focal  hero.  For 
the  past  three  years  he  has 
made  Munich  Ms  home  and, 
as  me  of  Germany's  favourite 
sons,  he  is  expected  to  win  in 
style.  Henman,  too,  carries 
mote  than  a  few  expectations 
on  Ms  shoulders.  Since  he 
reached  the  quarter-finals  at 
Wimbledon  he  has  been  seen 
as  the  saviour  of  the  once 
beleaguered  British  tennis 
world.  In  June,  though,  his 
success  was  a  novelty  and 
every  win  was  a  bonus.  Now 
success  ts  expected  and  he  has 
a  lot  to  live  up  to. 

Whatever  happens  -  today, 
Henman's  world  ranking  wfil 
stay  the  same.  There  is  only  i 
money  and  pride  to  play  for  in 
Munich  as  the  official  season 
ended  two  weeks  ago  when  the 
top  eight  men  in  the  world 
played  for  the  ATP  world 
championship  in  Hanover.  . 
Henman  is  at  No  29  in  the 
world  but  as  yet  he  has  riot 
pitted  Ms  wits  against  the  top 
men  and.  as  he  may  find  out 
today,  the  step  up  to  the 
heights  of  the  top  ten  is  a  huge 
one.  He  is  only  22,  but  by  the 
same  age  Becker  had  won 
Wimbledon  three  times  and 
the  US  Open  once.  Now  one  of 


FroMAux  Ramsay  inmunich 

the  grand  oB  men  of  the  tour, 
Becker  could  teach  Henman  a 
very  sharp  lesson.  . 

For  aD. Henman's  progress, 
he  has  yet  to  play  the  likes  of  - 
Chang,  Muster  arid 
Ivanisevic,  arid  the  match  with 
Becker  wfl]  be  their  first 
encounter.  Of  the  top  ten, 
Henman  has  played  rally 
Yevgeny  '  Kafelnikov  and 
Wayne  Ferreira  and,  while  he 
has  beaten  both  of  them  this 
year,  he  has  also  lost  to  both. 
Against  Sampras-  the  world 
No  1,  he  has  yet  to  take  a  set 
from  him  in  two  meetings. 

The  coming  year,  too.  will 
be  hard  for  Henman.  He  will 
□o  longer  be  the  new  boy  on 
the  tour  and  the  top  players 
will  have  seen  what  he  can  do 
and  where  his  weaknesses  fie. 

However,  be  and  David 
Frigate,  his  coach,  haye  their 
plan  of  action  and  Henman  is 
not  about  to  believe  the  hype 
that  surrounds  him.  He 


knows  final  he  must  become 
physically  stronger  and  con¬ 
solidate  upon  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  the  past  12  months. 
The  top  ten  may  be  his  goal, 
but  it  will  take  time  and  a  lot  of 
hard  work  to  get  there. 

Defeat  today  would  be  soft¬ 
ened  by  file  consolation  of 
earnings  of  $431,250  (about 
£263,900)  from  Ms  week’s 
work,  while  victora  would 
open  the  way  to  the  $1  million 
first  prize.  Munich  has  proved 
by.  far  and  away  the  most 
lucrative  tournament  for 
Henman;  he  has  doubled  his 
years  earnings  here.  His 
achievement  at  Wimbledon 
may  have  brought  most  pres¬ 
tige.  but  it  was  worth  only  a 
mere  $514)25.  Six  semi-finals 
in  ATP  events  have  yielded  up 
to  $35,000  apiece  and  reaching 
the  fourth  round  of  the  US 
Open  brought  in  $45,000. 


rNSKTRt.n  personal  i.cmns 


Clubs  condemned  by  one  law  for  the  poor 


From  Monday  onwards, 
Virginia  Boriomfey.  the 
Secretary  of  State  for 
National  Heritage,  could  be 
cast  as  doing  for  the  football 
industry  what  she  did  far  the 
National  Health  Service  — 
becoming  five  matron  of  clo¬ 
sures.  The  Football  Trust, 
without  whose  grants  the 
ordered  modem-  ' 

isation  of  grounds 
in  England  and  Tho 

Scotland  could  not 
take  place,  meets  able) 
to  discuss  the  in¬ 
creasing  damage  hav 

done  tofts  budgets 
by  the  National  then 

Lottery.  _ 

John  Reames, 
one  of  the  ten  trustees,  said: 
“We  will  have  to  have  a 
moratorium  on  all  new  fund 
offers.  The  loss  of  marine  into 
the  Football  Trust  is  so  serious 
that  20  dubs  at  least,  all  of 
them  in  the  (Nationwide 
League)  second  and  third  divi¬ 
sions.  will  be  in  a  dire  posMon. 
I  cant  see  them  finding  the 
means  to  rebuild  their  stands. 


Those  best 
able  to  cope 
have  had 
the  money5 


The  demands  of  the  focal 
safety  committees  wont 
change  and.  as  Thursday’s 
dramatic  television  pro¬ 
gramme  of  Hillsborough  re¬ 
minded  us,  can't  change.” 

What  Reames  is  talking 
about  amounts  to  the  end  of 
League  football  as  this  country 
has  known  it  for  the  better  part 

_  of  a  century.  He 

rites  clubs  such  as 
;  best  Bournemouth,  in¬ 

tending  to  move  to 
Cope  a  new  stadium; 

r  such  as  Rarts- 

had  mouth,  Reading 

and  Pbrt  Vale,  all 
Uiey5  of  them  desperate- 

_  ly  reliant  on  the 

Trust  for  funding- 
But  this  is  where 
Bottomkyti  influence  sits 
heavily  on  the  sport.  In  Janu¬ 
ary  the  doubling  of  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Lottery  will  bring  an 
anticipated  ES0  million  into 
the  coffers;  that  is  precisely  the 
shortfall  left  in  the  building 
process  towards  safety  and 
comfort  which,  after  the  Tay¬ 
lor  Report,  must  be  completed 


Rob  Hughes  says  cutbacks  may  change 
the  face  of  football  as  seen  for  a  century 


by  the  new  millennium.  The 
irony  is  that  those  best  able  to 
help  themselves  have  had  all 
of  the  Trust  money,  £139 
million  of  it.  towards  new 
stadiums  costing  £437  million. 

No  complaints  there  Lord 
Justice  Taylor  said  that  the 
greatest  threat  to  public  safety 
was  at  fine  top  and  the  priority, 
rightly,  was  to  sweep  away  the 
crumbling  Victorian  edifices 
that  threatened  life  and  limb. 

However,  even  before 
Hillsborough,  there  was 
another  harrowing  tragedy  in 
an  English  stadium  —  the  fire 
at  Bradford  City  final  lolled  56 
spectators.  Reames  was  there 
that  day.  He  is  chairman  of 
Lincoln  City,  who  were  the 
visiting  team  in  May  1985 
when  the  fire  swept  through 
the  old  wooden  stand.  Bring 
there  changed  irretrievably 
the  priorities  of  Lincoln  City; 
Reames  presided  over  the 


rebuilding  of  the  ground,  the 
destruction  of  two  stands  hor¬ 
ribly  like  Bradfords,  the  res¬ 
urrection  of  a  sodium  costing 
£3J£  million  —  one  third  of  it 
craning  from  the  Football 
Trust  “Building  the  ground  is 
one  of  the  reasons  wiq'  we  are 
still  in  the  third  division 
today,”  the  chairman  conced¬ 
ed.  Bui  the  dub  has  a  future,  it 
could  be  filling  is  114)00- 
Capacrty  stadium  at  thfc  turn  of 
the  century  in  a  Football 
League  diminished  by.  as  he 
forewarned,  2D  casualties. 

“The  Government  can  be 
the  final  straw  that  puts  a 
number  of  these  dubs  under." 
Reames  said-  “It  was  a  de¬ 
clared  policy  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  help  to  provide 
money,  which  derives  In  the 
first  place  from  the  taxation  on 
football  and  the  pools.  Now, 
the  Government  is  reneging 
on  Taylor;  we  were  told  in  the 


House  of  Lords  two  weeks  ago 
that  there  would  be  no'  more 
monies  for  football  and  no 
extension  to  the  Taylor  dead¬ 
line  to  complete  afi  the 
modernisation byZQQQ.” 

Reames  could'  hardly  be 
accused  of  crying  wolf,  or  of 
self-interest  ex'  self-preserva¬ 
tion.  His  little  dub  has  a  total 
wage  bill  of  ■ 
£750,000  per  ' 

annum.  This  is  Tt  c 

less  than  tine  “gate” 
at  a  Manchester  the: 
United  match,  less 
titan  the  £1  million  tfonl 
the  rap  dubs  hun¬ 
grily  anticipate  clubs 

from  pay-per-view  _ 

digital  television, 

much  less  titan  the  average  £2 
million  that  FA  Carting  Pre¬ 
miership  dubs  each  reap  per 


Ttcanbe 
the  straw 
that  puts 
dubs  under* 


National  Heritage,  stated 
Munfiy  that  football  must  help 
hsdt  “The  Government  looks 
to  the  football  authorities  to 
ensure  that  the  vastly  in¬ 
creased  revenue  the  game  is 
now  receiving  from  television 
and  other  commercial  sources 
is  distributed  to  enable  dubs 
in  aD  divisions  to  meet  Taylor 

_  era  schedule."  he 

reiterated. 

a  be  Reames  shakes 
Ms  head.  He  has 
raw  put  the  roof  over 
his  own  house  in 
Hits  :  order,  he '  shares 
.  the  duty  of  the 
nder*  Football  Trust 

_ _  members  and  he  is 

on  the  board  of  the 
Football  League.  And  to  him 
the  future  is  strangled.  He 
knows  that  the  concept  of 


season  from  hospitality-box  -  premier  dubs  saving  smaller 
income.  ones  to  groom  young  players 

Two  worlds,  but  the  Lin-  wffl  be  a  nonstarter  if  there  is 
coins  of  football  can  live  wifiim  nowhere  for  them  to  breed  and 
the  structure,  must  survive  to  play  their  youngaers. 

within  it  Last  month  in  the  -  ^  ■ 

Lords,  Lord  Inglewood,  the  Prtauershij)  Guide,  page-46 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  MaMiafa  moment  page  47 
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in  Hovis  land 
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•  '  fTT^  he  sky-  darkened  over  the 

•“'1“  ^  I  historic  English  market 

town  of  Shaftesbuiy  bn 
-  ~  .  \'-K.  Monday  evening  as  the 

"  iftayor,  Derek  Beer,  emerged  from 
-  — — '  -:^^^herumontheHighStr^ 
a Mp  crossed  the.  road  to  join  his 
deputy,  JRay  Humphries  who  runs 
=  thb  hardware  storec?q»site. 

(The  occasion  was  the  ffluminar-. 
tidn  of  the  High  Street,  No.fanqt 
ta$er  displays  or  flashing  decora-.' 
tains,  just  swipfe  fairy  UgWsstrong- 
one  side,  of  the  street  to  the 
otfrer.Here  is  a  streetthal  takes  a 
pjjide  in  itself:  window  boxes  for  the' 
Britain  In  Bloom  competition  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer;  -  '•  traditional 
banting -for  carnival  week  in  Octo- 
.  bar;  and  now  early  December  and  ‘ 
the  month  of  Advent 
’  But  this  year's  ceremony  marked 
tte  advent  of  something  other  than  - 

the  season  of  goahvflli  for 'pjesday, . 

December  3.  marked  .  the  final 
„#  tVfUll  stages  in  the  battle  by  fiie  su per¬ 
il  4.  >,  market  giant  Sainsbmys  for.  the 

soil  of  Shaftesbury:  • 

-*  ;The  Second  Supermarket  Gon*-. 

,  -  ■  fog,  which  according.ro  many  will  - 

in*  V0U*  -  ftraaten  the  very  survival  of  the 
;  ,  •  High  "Street,  has  already  driven  a 

-  -gfeige  between  one  section -of  the 
•  Id  f'  ^community  and  another.  set  cotm- 
ril  mroiber  against  oouncO  mem-- 


<:  raw e 

r.  tor 


ber,  .cousin against  cousin-  and 
given  rise  to  a  storm  of  protests  and 
accusations  of  vested  interest,: bias' 
andbriboy./  ■' 

The  fault  lines  that  nm  through 
every  community  —  of  age.  riass.. 
occupation  —  have  become  gaping 
cracks  as  residents.  shoppers.' live¬ 
stock  V  anctiooeers.  football :  and 
cricket  dub  members  all  play,  their  ‘ 
part  in  this  srmdl-town  supermar¬ 
ket  War,  : v •=  •’  • 

.-  A£ter  .  mrermS  of  hegotiatidans 
with  the  town  and  disti^  councils; 
financial  inducements,  surveys,  re- 
parts,opimarL  poHs,  (Ejections  arid : 
amendments^  North  Dorset  -Dis-. 
strict  Ctaiiicfl’S  .planning  services 
axnnnhteerwas  finally  to  meet  to 
consider  the  planning  application 
by  Chelyoton  .West  ;  limited  on 
behalf  of  Sainsbuiys:  ... 

-  -To  city  dwejlexs  whoexpect  a 
choice  of  mega^tores,  it  may  afi. 
sound  like  over-reaction.  .Yet  this 
drama  is  being  enacted  in  rural 
towns  across  the  country,  and 
arouses  passions  that  amaze  even 
those  most  intimately  involved.-.  .  - ; 
. '  Perched  TOO  fee!  above  sea  levd, . 
tiiis  Saxon  hilltop  town,  the 
S  hasten  of  Hardy*  Wessex.  retains 
the  attributed  he  described  in  Jude 
the  Obscure,  “one  of  the  queerest 
and  quaintest  spots  in  England" 


Moves  to  build  a  Sainsbuiy’s  supermarket  in 
Shaftesbury;,  Dorset  have  driven  a  deep  wedge 
between  people  in  the  town.  Jane  McCarthy  reports 


*  and  “a  breezy  and  whimsical  spot*". 

,  The  “natural  picturesqueness  and 

■  singularity  of  the  town"  to  which  be 
-  refers  can  still  be  detected.  It  is  a 
.  tiariving  market  town  with  its  own 
:  catdemarket,  weekly  street  market 

and  a  High  Street  not  yet  dominat¬ 
ed  by  the  major  chains,.,  but  still 
boasting  smallfamily  businesses  — 
.bakers,  florists,  a  greengrocer, 
butcher.gUnsmfth  and  hardware 
store.  .  - 

The  startlingly  pretty  Gold  Hill 
..'is  so  unspoilt  tikt  it  was  used  as  the 
bsukdrop-  for  the  famous  Hovis 
televisian  toramerdaL  Shaftesbury 
is  a  town  where  words  such  as 
millinery;  hosiery,  haberdashery 
arid  ironmongery  do  not  seem  out. 
of  ,  place,  nor  do  old-fashioned 
courtesy  and  personal  service.  You 
•can  expect  George  Anstee  the  baker 
to  doff  his  bat  in  greeting,  for 

■  Abbotts.the  greengrocers  to  mind 
ydur.shopping  whfleyou  to  call  into, 
the  shop  over  the  road,  and  for 
Humphries  the  hardware  shop  to 


fit  the  new  batteries  in  your  dock. 
As  Mayor  Derek  Beer  says;  “I 
believe  in  Shaftesbury,  fttyle  gen¬ 
erally  don't  care  about  their  towns 
any  more,  but  Shaftesbury  still  has 
community  pride  and  people  care. 
Tpey  cross  the  road  to  talk  to  each 
other,  It'S  very  sad  that  people  axe 
so.  divided.  These  developers  come 
down  here  and  turn  body  against 
body.  They’re  devious." 

.  There  is  indeed  a  perception 
among  some  people  that 
ChelvertCffi’S  determination  to  se¬ 
cure  a  site  in  Shaftesbury  is  almost 
malevolent.  Howls  of  derision 
greeted  the  Sainsbury’s  representa¬ 
tive,  Alison  Peach,  at  a  packed 
public  meeting  two  weeks  earlier  in 
the  town  hall  when  she  daimed: 
The  store  has  been  designed  for 
the  requirements  of  the  town.  We 
want  to  be  part  of  the  community." 

Some  two-thirds  of  the  1 00- 
strong  audience  voiced  objections 
to  the  scheme  that  afternoon,  and 
for  those  people  developers  repre¬ 


sent  the  enemy,  the  outsider  set  on 
increasing  profit  margins  at  the 
expense  of  residents. 

They  have  Shaftesbuiy  Town 
Council,  the  Chamber  of  Trade,  the 
Council  for  the  Protection  of  Rural 
England,  and  the  Civic  Society  on 
their  side.  George  Anstee  spoke 
with  grim  determination  for  many 
when  he  said:  "if  we  accept 
Sarnsbury.  this  *  will  become 
Sainsbury’s  town.  Please  stick  to¬ 
gether  and  fight  to  the  death." 

And  fighting  there  has  been: 
petitions  (one  conducted  as  early  as 
January  1995  attracted  the  signa¬ 
tures  of  2,000  objectors  in  a  matter 
of  days};  leaflets  proclaimed  “Don! 
go  Jnsonesburys";  empty  shop 
fronts  were  daubed  with  the  slo¬ 
gan,  "Make  Shaftesbury  a  super 
market  town,  not  a  supermarket 
town,"  and  column  inches  in  the 
local  papers  were  devoted  to  a  war 
erf  words  between  the  two  sides. 

In  favour  of  the  application  is  a 
group  calling  itself  Supporting 


New  Shaftesbury  Supermarket, 
headed  by  resident  Hugh 
Woodhouse,  to  counter  what  he 
sees  as  “a  vociferous  minority  who 
tend  to  be  opposed  to  a  lor  of  tilings. 
The  biggest  problem  is  that  people 
who  attend  public  meetings  and 
write  letters  tend  to  be  55-plus, 
professional,  well  educated,  articu¬ 
late,  and  witii  the  time  to  devote  to 
such  a  catup.  I  looked  around  at  the 
opening  meeting,  and  saw  a  sea  of 
greying  and  -  thinning  pates, 
because  everyone  else  was  at  work 
on  a  Tuesday  afternoon." 


Aligned  with  him  are  three 
of  the  12  local  councillors, 
the  football  dub,  cricket 
club,  and  Southern  Coun¬ 
ties  auctioneers,  who  jointly  lease 
the  land  under  discussions  and 
who  all  stand  to  gain  from  a 
successful  bid. 

They  claim  that  70  per  cent  of  the 
town  supports  their  cause.  Tiie 
opposition  lobby  claims  the  real 
figure  is  nearer  17  per  cent.  Countil- 
lor  John  Freeman,  however,  insists 
that  his  pro-Sainsburys  stance  is 
“being  guided  by  the  people  I’ve 
been  elected  to  represent.  To  my 
knowledge  I’m  the  only  councillor 
who  has  knocked  on  people’s  doors 
to  find  out  what  they  think. )  don’t 


believe  the  argument  that  most 
people  can’t  understand  what  these 
plans  mean.  I  have  faith  in  the 
ordinary  person." 

Understanding  the  plans  as  sub¬ 
mitted  by  Chelverton  is  like  trying 
to  build  on  shifting  sands.  The 
exact  site,  dimensions,  car  parking 
arrangements,  product  lines  and 
inclusion  of  a  petrol  station  have 
over  the  months  all  been  debated 
and  redefined.  The  arguments 
hinge  on  the  sale  of  amenity  land 
within  the  town,  the  size  of  the 
development  in  relation  to  the 
needs  of  Shaftesbury,  the  increased 
traffic,  the  impact  on  the  indepen¬ 
dent  high  street  shops,  and  tire 
location  barely  meeting  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  guidelines  for  “edge  of 
town"  developments. 

The  town  council,  while  acknowl¬ 
edging  the  need  for  another,  cen¬ 
trally  situated  fond  store  on  an 
appropriate  scale,  has  objected  to 
the  planning  application  and.  as 
joint  land  owners  with  North 
Dorser  District  Council,  has  re¬ 
fused  to  sell  the  fond.  Their 
detractors  note  that  since  many 
members  are  town  traders  their 
views  are  self  serving  and  letters 
published  in  the  local  paper  have 


Continued  on  page  2 
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Remember  the 


days  when  you  just 


OF  THE  SUN 


couldn’t  put  a  good 


book  down? 


Robe  rt  Goddard's  now  bestseller  Gut  of  the  Sun.  1 
Out  now  in  Corgi  paperback.  ~ 


Pants  are  nor  funny.  It  is  only 
the  word  that  is  funny. 
Piants.  Pants,  pants,  pants, 

pants.  There,  that's  That  done  with. 

For,  you  see,  they  are  never  called 
pants  in  shops. 

They  are  called  “classic  trunks", 
“jockey  Thongs".  Tanga  briefs", 
"traditional  boxers".  This  is 
because,  in  order  to  sell  vast 
quantities  of  them,  the  manufac¬ 
turers  have  to  call  them  something 
else,  so  as  to  stop  us  laughing,  or 
being  embarrassed,  or  doing  any¬ 
thing  else  that  might  make  the 
deaving  of  us  from  our  cash  any 
trickier. 

It  is  for  this  reason,  of  course, 
that  they  do  not  call  them  "smalls", ' 
either.  They  do  not  draw  our 
attention  to  pants.  In  department 
stores  you  may  see  signs  directing 
you  to  "men’s  accessories",  or 


“shirts,  ties  and  socks".  But  there  is 
never  a  big  arrow  planting 
the  perfumery,  past  the 
food  hall  on  the  left,  to  a  depart¬ 
ment  called  “panrs". 

Socks  are  okay.  The  ideal  Christ¬ 
mas  gift.  You  will  even  find  a  thing 
called  Burlington  Socks  in  a  Tin 
(£9.99).  As  if  tinning  your  hosiery 
made  it  a  more  acceptable  gift  at 
yuletide.  But  “Pants  m  a  Tin"?  No 
chance.  And  yet  you  must  give 
pants  this  Christmas.  Because  it  is 
for  too  embarrassing,  nowadays, 
for  a  man  to  buy  them  himself. 

It  is  a  similar  embarrassment  to 
than  which  attaches  to  buying 
comJetss:  the  woman  behind  the 
till  is  going  to  be  imagining  what 
you  look  like  in  than.  And  she  is 
going  to  find  it  tunny.  This 
situation  has  been  exacerbated  by 
the  modem  pant  box.  For  the  norm 


Corking 

decor 


among  designers  is  to  illustrate 
with  an  impossibly  toned  middle 
section,  filmed  in  dassic  homo- 
erotic  black-and-white  pom  pose. 
Rummaging  through  one  depart¬ 
ment  store's  collection,  I  confess  I 
blushed. 

What  if  I  had  been  seen  compare 
ing  the  bases?  In  the  Isle  of  Man 
you  can  still  be  hanged  for  less. 

One  Armani  box  had  the  man 
wearing  nothing  at  all.  advertising 
only  what  yourbottom  might  look 
like  after  you  had  taken  the  pants 
off.  The  funny  thing  is  that  nobody 
with  a  body  in  this  sort  of  shape 
could  possibly  afford  the  pants. 
One  pair  by  Dolce  &  Gabbana  cost 
£39.99.  and  was  offered  with 


BY  GILES  COREN 


a  matching  “tank-top"  at  E69.95. 
Now,  if  you  are  going  to  spend 
£110  to  sit  around  in  your  pants 
and  vest,  you  will  have  to  get  a  job. 
.  And  then  you  will  have  no  time  to 


UNDERPANTS 


go  to  the  gym, '  pick  up  your 
steroids,  or  haveyoor  chest  waxed. 

.  What  you  get  for  your  extra  cash 
is  a  huge  waist-band  with  the 
designers  name  embossed  all  the 
way  round.  This  is  so  that  you  can 
wear  it  pulled  out  of  the  topof  your 
half-undone  jeans  emphasising 
both  your  fashion  sense  ana 
gleaming  abs  (this  look  does  not 
work  well  with  a  suit).  Then,  of 
course,  you  have  the  words  “Hugo 
Boss",  say,  pressed  into  your  skm 
all  day  so  that  after  weak  you  can 
peet  off  to  reveal  dsigner  love 
handles. 

The  old  boxers  versus  Y-frants 
debate,  by  the  way.  is  over.  The 
rage  now  is  for  knee-length  ther¬ 


mal  longjohns.  Yves  Saint-Laurent 
does  a  pair  for  £13.99  and  Boss 
does  a  stretch  cotton  number 
(£36.99)  with  a  misplaced  pee-hcrie 
positioned  somewhere  around 
your  pelvic  booe. 

The  man  in  the  picture  wears 
It  with  a  medium-sired  hag¬ 
gis  inside,  but  the  tradition¬ 
al  Scottish  pudding  was  not 
included  in  the  box  I  opened.  - 
If  not  the"  long-legged  effort  then 
you  must  have  the  briefest  of 
briefs.  Horn  do  a  black  pair  with 
some  of  that  lacy  elastic  netting  on 
the  top  and  fishnet  effect  featuring 
crocheted  flowers  over  the  pubic 
bone  (£21.99).  Don’t  look  at  me  like 
that  They  sell  them  in  Seifridges; 
Horn  ala)  do  a  charming  red 
micro  brief  for  £10.99,  and  a  sports 
model  which  features  a  •  man 


engaged  in  what  appears  fo  be  a 
cross  between  ballet  and  bare¬ 
knuckle  face-slapping.  Sloggi  is 
good  too.  Scandinavia  is  the  last 
word  in  pants  -  and  the  model 

even  has  dies!  hair. 

Daftest  brand-name  2fx)/reL 
;The  artist  formally  known  as 
pants?  These  dubious  people  make . 
.a  thing  called  a  snap  fly  boxer 
brief.  Frightening. 

Perhaps  it  would  be  best  fo 
escape  the  designer  jungle -alto¬ 
gether,  and  head  for  M&S.  the 
.  great  pantrppolis.  Three  cotton 
slips  cost  £7.50.  and  you  cafc  buy 
two  briefs  far-  £7‘  safe  in  the- 
knowledge  that  they  are  “qmdt 
drying  to  keep  you  cool  and  dry". 

At  least  they  will  know  what  you, 
mean  when  you  ask  for  Calvin 
Klein  Lycra-mix.  double-layered, 
•pouch-fronted,  leisure  smalls. 


The  more  expensive  the  wine,  the  more  carefully  it 
needs  to  be  stored  —  somewhere  dry  and  away  from 
vibrations  and  temperature  fluctuations,  Sophie 
Chamier  writes.  But  this  is  the  age  of  supermarket  buying 
for  almost  immediate  consumption.  These  decorative 
wine  racks  are  fine  for  everyday  wines  yob  intend  to  drink 
within  six  weeks  or  so.  They  are  designed  to  look,  good  on 
display  in  the  (sometimes  steamy)  kitchen  or  (periodically 
sweltering)  dining  room,  but  they  also  perform  a  vital 
function  in  keeping  the  bottles  cm  their  side  or  at  an  angle. 
For,  as  everyone  knows,  you  should  never  store  a  bottle  of 
wine  upright  as  the  cork  will  dry  out,  oxygen  - will  get 
inside  and  you  will  end  up  with  vinegar. 


JSk1 


...  £& 


ABOVE:  The  Bottle  Shelf  by  Manufactory,  from  £55,  in  laminated  beech  with  aluminium  fittings.  Extra  layers  car  be  added.  From  John  Lewis,  Oxford  Street  (0171-629  771 1 ’.  map  order,  01273  488441 ) 


‘Councils  roll  over  for  Sainsbury’ 


Continued  from  page  I 
questioned  the  integrity  of  the 
mayor  and  deputy  mayor  in 
particular.  One  woman  wrote: 
"Our  councillors  should  re¬ 
member  that  they  are  on  the 
council  as  servants  of  the 
public,  and  to  carry  can  the 
wishes  of  the  residents  of 
Shaftesbury,  not  to  further 
their  own  business  interests." 

She  also  implied  thar  the 
removal  of  the  petrol  station 
and  cafeteria  from  the  revised 
Sainsbury  plan  and  the  reduc¬ 


tion  of  household  items  to  be 
stocked  was  a  direct  result  of 
their  influence.  “Our  mayor 
has  a  cafe  and  does  not  drive  a 
car  and  our  deputy  mayor  has 
a  hardware  shop." 

Ray  Humphries  made  an 
emotional  response  to  these 
accusations  at  a  special  coun¬ 
cil  meeting  attended  by  more 
than  30  members  of  die  pub¬ 
lic.  “Yes.  I  do  have  an  interest 
—  my  interest  in  Shaftesbury 
as  a  community  and  what 
happens  to  it  in  the  years 


ahead.  My  heart  has  always 
been  in  Shaftesbury  and  that 
is  where  it  will  firmly  remain." 

A  member  of  his  family, 
however,  is  firmly  rooted  on 
the  other  side  of  die  fence.  His 
cousin  Paul  Humphries  is 
chairman  of  the  football  dub 
which  stands  to  gain  if  the 
planning  applications  suc¬ 
ceed.  Chelverton  on  behalf  of 
Sainsbury  has  promised  a 
new  enclosed  pitch  and  a  200- 
sea  ter  grandstand  as  part  of  a 
package  swathed  in  secrecy 
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and  speculation.  Whether 
money  has  already  changed 
hands  in  order  that  Sainsbury 
secures  the  option  to  build  is 
not  known:  certainly  it  has  not 
been  denied. 

Seen  by  many  as  the  insid¬ 
ious  side  of  big  business  which 
buys  its  way  into  peoples’  lives 
through  limitless  resources, 
these  inducements  are  de¬ 
fended  by  Paul  Humphries: 
“When  we  came  here  m  1971 
this  land  was  not  wanted  by 
anyone.  There’s  been  a  lot  of 
hard  work  in  that  time.  It’s  an 
expensive  operation  running 
four  teams  and  although 
there’s  a  lot  of  goodwill  in  the 
town  there  has  been  little 
financial  support  from  the 
councils.  To  compete  in  a 
higher  league  we  need  an 
enclosed  playing  area  and 
covered  grandstand.” 

Similarly  the  crickei 
dub  envisages  a  rosier 
future  with  the  help  of 
Sainsbury.  Relocation 
forms  part  of  a  package  that 
the  team  captain  Guy  Lawton 
resolutely  defends:  "We  want 
to  secure  the  future  of  cricket 
in  Shaftesbury  which  at  the 
moment  is  uncertain.  We 
haven’t  as  a  dub  entered  the 
great  supermarket  debate  and 
the  council  has  refused  discus¬ 
sions  with  us  even  though 
developers  have  been  talking 
to  us  for  at  least  six  years.” 

Every  faction  rites  a  differ¬ 
ent  enemy  and  the  accusations 
are  many:  councillors  are  un¬ 
democratic.  traders  are 
swayed  by  vested  interest, 
football  and  cricket  dub  mem¬ 
bers  put  their  sport  before 
their  town,  the  public  is  mis¬ 
guided  or  reactionary,  plan¬ 
ning  officials  disregard  the 
basic  principles  of  government 
pi  arming  guidelines,  and  de¬ 
velopers  manipulate,  make 
hollow  promises  and  buy  peo¬ 
ples  krj^lry, 

Through  all  the  mud  sling¬ 
ing,  the  wrangling  over  details 
continues.  Wul  three  in  ten 
supermarket  shoppers  really 
walk  300  metres  to  the  start  of 
the  High  Street  after  they  have 
finished  at  Sainsbur/s  let 
alone  500  metres  to  its  heart? 


FAR  LEFT: 

Drink  Like  A  Fish  wine  rack  by 
Jonathan  Hoad,  £247  (p&p  £15), 
fo  beech  laminate  with  birch  ply 
inserts  (01923  855892) 

MIDDLE  LEFT:  A  five-bottle 
wine  rack  with  black  waxed 
-finished  steel,  £85  (inc  p&p), 
from  Brsca  Design  (01439 
771702) 

LEFT:  A  six-bottle  wine  rack, 
£19.95,  from  branches  of  Jerry's 
Home  Store,  163  Fulham  Road, 
London  SW3  (0171-581  0909); 
Hampstead  (0171-794  8622); 

B entails  Centre,  Kingston  (01  ST- 
549  5393);  and  Harvey  Nichols 
(0171-2456251) 

RIGHT :  Curfy  metal  ten-bottfe  ' 
wine  rack,  £16.95,  from  The  Pier 
(0171-351  7100).  A  popular 
design  with  a  speckled  finish 
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For  Paul  Humphries,  of  the  football  dub  .Against:  his  cousin  Ray.  deputymayor,  outside  his  shop : 


How  will  the  road  system  cope 
with  an  additional  2,000  vehi¬ 
cles  a  day?  Would  trade  be 
da. wed  bade  from  other  towns 
or  would  as  protesters  predict 
some.20  shops  be  at  risk? 

As  decision  day  dawned, 
private  individuals  were  still 
norm®  precise  measurements 
and  timings  with  their  stop 
watches,  maps  and  compasses 
while  Chelverton  made  11th- 
hour  revisions  in  an  attempt  to 
placate  their  opponents.  The 
“non-food  items.”  the  cause  of 
great  concern  to  Shaftesbury 
traders,  would  constitute  10 
rather  than  15  per  cent  of  the 
store  and  the  sales'ttrea  would 
be  reduced  by  a  further  2,000 
square  feet 

But  gestures  such  as  these 
do  nothing  to  convince  those 
who  believe  that  jheir  historic 
High  Street  will  soon  be  laid 
waste  by  a  supennarket  twice 
the  size  of  the  existing  central 


SomerfiekJ  store.  Councillor 
Anthony’  Morris  voices  the' 
suspicions  of  .'many: 
"Sainsbuiy’S  will  say  or  do 
almost  anything  to  get  what 
they  want.  It  is  nothing  more 
than  a  show  of  paying  some 
attention  to  public  wishes 
without  moving  away  from 
their  primary  objective  of 
making  money.  All  councils 
seem  to  roll  over  and  lie  down 
in  front  of  Sainsburyis.  I  just 
hopethatourftaure  will  nor  be 
determined  by  t he  weak-kneed 
approach  of  officials." 

When  the  decision  came 
well  into  the  afternoon  and  the . 
assembled  Shaftesbury  trad¬ 
ers,  residents  and  councillors 
awaited,  their  sentence,  every-’ 
one  was  disappointed.  There 
was  no  outright  rejection  or 
acceptance  of  the  planning 
application  but  rather  a  vote 
for  more  time  to  consider.  The 
fight  continues. 


- -  UlUw 

duced  in  June  tins '  year.  - 
sites  for  building  supermar¬ 
kets  fall  into  three  catego¬ 
ries:  town  centre,  the 
preferred  option;  edge  of 
centre  (within  easy,  walking- 
distance  of  the  main  shops), 
such  asin  Shaftesbury;  and 
— the  least  desirable— sites 
well  served  by  public  trans¬ 
port.  Revitalising  town  cen¬ 
tres  is  central  to  the  policy. 
Developers  apply  to  the 
district  council  and’  if 
planning  permission  is  re¬ 
fused,  ttey  can  appeal  to  the 

Environment  Secretary. 
Since  1986  Samsburys  has 
built  206  new  stores  of 
which  21  are  in  town  cen¬ 
tres.  47  are-  edge-of-town 


and  138  -  ;are  outside. 
Waitrosc  has  opened  41 
stores,  some  new  and  others 
in  -  renovated  buflcfli^-: 
Safeway  has  built  194  new 
stores  in  the  past  ten  years*: 
49  per  cent  m  towiiombttw : 
38. .  per.  cent  in-  suburban 7 
areas  and  13  'per  cent  ofl  tfe: 
edge  of  a.  town.  Tesoo  has 
-opened  289  in  the  'past  fiffl. 
years  and’hope  to  open;* 
further  25  a  year.before  tfc 
millennium.  Asda  has. 
opened  66  new  stores  since.: 
1986  and  plan  nirte  more  by 
next  April  TnT  1986,  Britain 
had  432  superstores  (more 
than  25,Q00sq  ft  in  size).  By’ 
1996  it  had  LQ34. 

-  •  Rtseardi  by;  Caroline  \ 

Griffiths "  . " 
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F&ke  fur  is  flying  as  today’s  designers  develop  a  fluff  fixation,  says  Grace  Bradberry 


vV 


Fake  fur  trims  and 
fluffy  wools  appeared 
in  almost  every  de¬ 
signer  collection  for 
this  winter.  They  ranged  from 
the  dowdy  to  the  glamorous  — 
from  coarse  frizz  to  flake  mink 
stoles.  On  every  catwalk,  a  bit 
of  Duff  softened  stark  designs 
or  gave  a  retro  hippy  twist  to 
an  otherwise  plain,  1990s  look. 
Dolce  &  Gabbana  showed 
D  fake  fur  sidles  that  took  the 
*  models  on  a  trip  back  to  the 
1950s,  while  Alberta  Ferretti 
had  little  woolly  rarffc  and 
collars. 

The  shaggiest  of  the  shaggy 
dog  stories  came  from 
dements  Ribeiro,  a  British 
design  team,  which  used  pure 
Tibetan  lambswool  in  its  bohe¬ 
mian-inspired  collection.  Tip¬ 
pets  —  fur  neck  wraps  —  were 
the  most  conservative  option, 
used  by  Christian  Dior. 

Overall,  the  fake  fur  and 
fake  wool  accessories  were 
among' the  wittiest  and  most 
wearable  things  that  designers 
had  to  offer,  and  they  have 
made  a  smooth  transition  to 
the  high  street 
Earlier  in  the  autumn,  when 
temperatures  were  hovering 
well  above  zero,  they  might 
have  seemed  frivolous,  even 
self-conscious.  But  they  are 
now  beginning  to  lode 
alluringly  cosy. 

They  are  also  a  good  way  to ' 
bring  life  and  fun  to  blocks  of 
colours  such  as  brown  or 
cream,  which  could  otherwise 


^appear  dulL 


When  temperatures 
rise  again,  sev¬ 
eral  of  these 
pieces  will  still  bp 
wearable  because  the  cuffs 
and  collars  are  detachable.. 
The  cream  Desir£  cropped- 
cardigan,  shown  here;;  be¬ 
comes  positively  springlike 
when  the  wool  trims  come  off, 
as  does  the  Fenn  Wright  & 
Manson  sweater. 

The  key  to  wearing  for  or 
wool  trims  is  to  keep  every¬ 
thing  else  simple.  Do  not  mix  a 
jacket  with  a  skirt  from  else¬ 
where  —  instead,  wear  an 
entire  suit 

Trimmed  cardigans  are 
much  easier  to  wear  with  plain 
skirts,  though  it  is  more  direc¬ 
tional  to  mix  than  with  pat¬ 
terns  and  go  for  the  full 
bohemian  lode. 

One  of  the  disadvantages  of 
wearing  lots  of  fluff,  however, 
is  that  it  can  end  up  wearing 
rfyou.  1  chose  this  brown  Karen 
Miller  suit  (below)  because  it 
is  well-cut  and  the  fiir_  trims 
are  so  distinctive.  But  it  was 


also  an  attractive  buy  because 
the  jacket  can  be  worn  partial¬ 
ly  unzipped,  creating  the  deep 
V-neck  that  is  fashionable  now 
and  ensuring  that  the  Afghan-, 
look  trim  can  be  worn  slightly 
looser.  On  days  when  you  are 
feeling  under  the  weather,  and 
any  excess  fluff  is  irritating,  it 
can  be  removed.  - 

and  thed^Karebotow^S 
to  their  fur  trims.  But  in  the 
case  ofthe  dress,  tire  relatively 
wide  and  slightly  low  neddnre 
keep  the  fur  at  bay,  well  below 
the  chin. 

If  you  are  happy  with  the 
dothes  you  have,  and 
simply  want  to  update 
them,  then  the  best  bet  is 
,  a  tippet,  or  a  boa. 

Most  of  the  leading 

■  -  / 


accessory  names  have  pro¬ 
duced  fake  fur  tippets.  Some 
look  zeal  some  do  not.  The 
most  stylish  are  in  blonde. 
Wear  them  with  same-colour 
outfits  and  tire  effect  will  be 
chit;  no  -  matter  how 
cheap  the  fake  fur. 


-i.  .S/ii 


ABOVE:  Peach  tweed  side-vent  skid,  £45,  by  Jigsaw 
(0171-491  4484).  Beige  fur-trim  chunky  knit  cardigan,  £125, 
by  Perm  Wright  &  Manson  at  Fenwicks 
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ABOVE;  Cream  tor  trim  cardigan,  £75,  by  Dedrti.Laopard  print  silk  sfip  dress,  £S,  by  August  S3k  Intimates.  both  from  Fenwicks  (0171-629  9161).  RIGHT:  Tan  tweed  jacket  with  blonde  tor  trim,  £115,  from  Morgan  (0171-436  5255).  Copper  Jersey 
ihfinesWrt,  £88,  by  No  Such  Soul  at  Hype  DF  (0171-738  8538).  Photographer  Steve  Poole.  Stylist  Deborah  Brett.  Make-up  and  hair.  Nicky  Tavilta  alTeme  Tanaka  tor  Shu-Uemura.  Model:  Sarah  Holland  at  Models  One 


“  A  toastj  he  said,  ‘to  ail 
tLats  elegant,  vitrant,  stylist,  witk 
kidden  depths  and  a  full, 
well-rounded  tody  besides  which  all 
otkers  must  fee  measured. 
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Brown  fake  fur  bobble  hat,  £1 1 9 
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Fake  tor  trimmed  gloves,  £69. 

^^^b^SdSSf _ OTocotete  brwm  zjgfrwt  1yr-_trimmed  jacket,  £1 75.' and  . matching  trouser?.  £^^.,both  by  Karen 


Australian  Chardor.nay. 

The  fruit  of  15  0  years’  winemaking 
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STEPHEN  ANDERTON 

replies  to  readers'  tetters 


[7S]  I  have  been  given 
l*-cl  some  seed  of  a  scen¬ 
ted  hosta.  Please  could  you 
give  advice  on  when  and 
how  to  sow  and  care  for 
them.  —  M.  Mitchell, 
Fittieworth.  Sussex. 


"X"]  This  will  be  Hosta 
A]  plantaginea,  a  white- 
flowered  species  requiring 
great  warmth  to  do  well 
and  flower.  The  blooms 
open  in  late  afternoon  and 
evening.  The  flower  stems 
rise  to  about  30in.  and  the 
flower  tubes  themselves  can 
be  up  to  5in  long  —  much 
showier  than  your  average 
hosta.  Gertrude  Jekyll  rec¬ 
ommended  growing  it  in  a 
tub  stood  outdoors  for  the 
summer. 

Hostas  are  easy  from 
seed.  Store  die  seed  in  a  cool 
place,  then  sow  it  In  spring 
in  a  pot  away  from  slugs,  or 
in  a  raw  in  shady  ground 
with  slugs  controlled.  Put 
the  seedlings  into  pots  when 
they  have  a  few  proper 
leaves,  and  when  they  are 
sturdy  little  plants  bring 
them  into  the  garden.  They 
will  take  a  few  years  to 
flower,  but  will  make  good 
foliage  plants  in  the  inter¬ 
im.  Rich  moist  soil  will 
speed  them  along. 


Q  Please  advise  me  as 
to  the  best  fertilisers 
for  evergreens  and  conifer¬ 
ous  trees.  —  K.  McKeown, 
Darlington. 

Most  coniferous  frees 
oJ  are  undemanding 
about  soils.  More  impor¬ 
tant  is  the  depth  of  soil  and 
rainfall.  So  unless  you  have 
desperately  poor  soil  no 
feeding  is  necessary.  Nine 
times  out  of  ten  conifers 
look  poor  because  the  site  is 
too  exposed  or  they  are 
short  of  water.  Some  with¬ 
stand  bitter  winds,  some  do 
not.  Broad-leaved  ever¬ 
greens  are  another  matter. 
Evergreen  oaks  and  Mag¬ 
nolia  grandiflom  and  even 
holly  will  benefit  noticeably 
from  a  good  rich  soil  and 
generous  feeding.  So  will  ■ 
the  smaller  laurels,  privets 
and  viburnums.  The  best 
fertiliser  is  a  good  mulch  of 
old  rich  compost. 


Iq]  I  would  like  to  buy 
lS£l  some  ground-cover 
roses  for  my  husband’s 
birthday,  including 
‘Grouse'  (pink)  and 
‘Nozomi’  (pale  pink  and 
white).  Please  would  you 
advise.  —  K.  Staples,  Marl¬ 
borough.  Wilts. 

No  rose  provides  real 

ground  cover,  but 
with  a  good  mulch  they 
may  remain  reasonably 
free  of  weeds  beneath. 
When  you  do  have  to  weed 
through  these  roses,  it  is  a 
miserable  job.  ‘Nozomi’ 
may  be  very  pretty  but  its 
hooked  thorns  are  vidous. 
‘Grouse’  romps  off  in  all 
directions,  up  to  10ft,  as 
does  the  single  pink  ’Max 
Graf.  You  might  like  the 
new  ‘County  Series*  of 
roses.  ‘Surrey  grows  to 
about  2ft  tall  and  twice  that 
across.  It  is  a  frilly  double 
pink,  and  was  full  of  bloom 
in  my  garden  in  November. 
‘Kent’  is  a  double,  open- 
centred  white  3ft  across. 
You  may  have  seen  the  pink 
‘Flower  Carpet’  advertised 
as  being  disease-free.  It  is, 
but  it  Is  also  a  very  ordinary 
flower.  ‘White  Flower  Car¬ 
pet’  has  much  more  style, 
but  just  the  same  disease 
resistance.  No  spraying 
there.  All  are  available  from 
mail  order  rose  growers. 


I7TI  In  October  we  saw 
1*^1  dumps  of  cyclamen 
flowering  naturalised  in 
the  Cotswolds  and  were 
told  this  was  Cyclamen 
neapoUtanum.  We  tried  to 
buy  them  in  nurseries  in 
the  Cotswolds  without  suc¬ 
cess.  Where  can  we  obtain 
some,  and  will  they  grow 
here?  —  P.  Tate,  Pontdand, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne. . 

They  will  certainly 

_ grow  for  you.  Outdoor 

cydamen  corms  are  sold  by 
mail  order  from  specialist 
suppliers,  or  growing  in 
pots  from  specialist  herba¬ 
ceous  nurseries.  They  seed 
(reefy  and  a  flowering  corm 
in  a  pot  will  give  you 
promise  of  many  seedlings 
to  came.  Cyclamen  have 
been  taken  from  the  wild  in 
devastating  numbers  in  re¬ 
cent  years,  and  you  should 
always  be  suspidous  of 
corms  larger  than  a  lOp 
piece.  (They  can  grow  to  a 

Gt  size.)  Dry  corms  are 
ler  to  establish,  espe¬ 
cially  if  they  have  been 
dried  to  desiccation,  and  I 
prefer  to  buy  live  plants. 
Flora  and  Fauna  Inter¬ 
national,  of  Great  Eastern 
House.  Tenison  Road. 
Cambridge  CB1  2DT,  pub¬ 
lishes  the  Good  Bulb 
Guide .  which  lists  suppliers 
who  pledge  "never  know¬ 
ingly  to  sell  wild  bulbs". 


•  Readers  should  write  to: 
Garden  Answers .  Weekend, 

The  Times,  /  Pennington 
Street ,  London  El  9XN.  We 
regret  that  it  may  not  be 
possible  to  deal  with  every 
request  Advice  is  offered 
without  legal  responsibility. 
Enclosures  cannot  be  returned. 
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The  range  of  Christmas  trees  grows  by  the  year,  and  the  claims  get  wilder,  but  some  varieties  are  better  at  keeping  their  needles  and  most  so  long  as  they  are  freshly  cut,  smell  of  pine 


Metric 


THIS  YEAR  you  mil  no  longer  be  able  to  buy 
a  6ft  Christmas  tree.  For  the  first  time  you  wiD 
have  to  buy  a  150-1 75cm  tree  and  I’m  sure 
they’fl  be  more  festive  for  it  —  Metric 
Christinas  everyone. 

Whatever  the  size,  here  is  the  annual 
Christmas  tree  sermon.  If  you  want  to  buy  a 
growing  tree,  do  so  from  a  reputable  agent 
Containerised  trees  are  not  necessarily 'alive 
but  Sainsbury’s  Homebase.  for  instance,  buys 
trees  which  have  been  potted  a  foil  year  before 


they  go  on  sale  so  they  have  had  time  to  settle 
and  start  to  grow.  Keep  the  trees  as  far  from 
heat  sources  as  possible  and  In  as  cool  a  room 
as  you  can  manage,  whether  or  hot  the  tree's 
supposed  to  be  growing. 

The  range  of  trees  grows  by  the  year,  and  the 
claims  get  wilder,  but  some  varieties  are. 
certainly  better  at  keeping  their  needles  and 
jnost,  so  long  as  they  are  freshly  cut,  smell  of 
pine.  If  you  give  a  tree  a  shake  and  some 
needles  foil  don’t  buy  it 


■  Blue  Spruce  is  a  pretty  blue/green  and  has 
minimal  needle  drop  but  is  the  most  expensive 
tree. 

■  Norway  Spruce  is  the  traditional  British  - 
Christmas  tree.  Bad  needle  drop  but  cheap. 

■  Nordmann  or  Caucasian  fir  is  a  handsome 
regularly  shaped  tree  with  a  slight  blue  tinge. 

■  Serbian  spruce  has  a  slightly  silvery  look 
because  the  needles  are  pale  blue  underneath. 

■  Scots  Pine  holds  on  to  its  long  needles  most 
successfully  of  all  the  trees  mentioned  here. 


■  Noble  fir  is  a  fine  deep  blue/green  colour 
with  a  regular  shape  and  excellent  needle 
retention. 

■  Lodgcpole  pine  sometimes  comes  with 
cones  on  the;  tree  but  it  is  a  coarser,  less 
regularly  shaped  tree  than  many  and  can  show 
a  hint  of  yellow. . . 

■  The  blue-grey  White  fir  is  claimed  to  smdl  of 
oranges  when  the  needles  are  crushed.  Maybe 
tiie  ones  I  sniffed  had  been  cut  too  long- but  ( if..-, 
could  smell  only  the  usual  pine. 


;  .  .  .•  ,i,t-  -JtZS 


In  the  frame 


HARLOW  CARR  botanical 
gardens  in  Harrogate  has 
regular  gardening  courses 
and  shows.  The  visitor  centre 
is  currently  exhibiting  botan¬ 
ical  drawings,  paintings  and 
photographs  by  students.  The 
show  is  free  and.  open  until 
February  16  at  Crag  Lane, 
Harrogate.  North  Yorks  HG3 
1QB  (01423  565418). 


Big  and  tasty 


name,  should  produce  some 
prizewinners  —  but  can  any¬ 
one  else  vouch  for  the  flavour 
of  vast  vegetables? 

Mr  Swaddle’s  rips  are  to  set 
the  seed  in  the  greenhouse  this 
Christmas  and  plant  them  out 
in  March  in  as  much  well- 
rotted  manure  as  you  can  lay 
your  hands  on.  They  do  better 
in  a  wide  open  space,  appar¬ 
ently.  He  eats  his  lightly 
boiled  with  gravy.  For  details 
ring  Mr  Swaddle  on  01434 
6032 Li 


GARDENER’S  UPDATE 


you  will  never  be  able  to  visit  it 
because  It  was  made  on-screen 
with  a  programme  called  3D 
Landscape  V2  Deluxe  CD- 
Rom  (£39.95)  which  .  can 
"grow"  my  garden  tea  15  or  50 
years  from  now.  This  inge¬ 
nious  software  can  tell  where 
shade  will  fall  at  any  time  on 
any  day  of  the  year  and  it  has  a 


selection  of  2J200  trees,  shrubs 
and  flowers.  It  can  call  in 
information  from  the  Internet 
and  can  take  you  on  a  3D  walk 
through  your  garden.  Who 
needs  endless  television  this 
Christmas  when  you  could  be 
building  gardens  until  the 
days  lengthen? 

The  picture  yew  make,  how¬ 


ever.  is  crude.  Plants  are 
shown  by  symbols  of  annuals 
or  dirubs  rather  than  actual 
pictures.  And  I  found  it  had 
trouble  working  on  an  Apple . 
Macintosh  — my  neighbour 
had.  JED  spend  four  hours 
sorting  put  his  computer  after 
my  gardening  activities. 

This  is  one  of  a  collection  of 
CD-Roms  sold  in  Britain  by 
Hawit  and  Mown  Distribu¬ 
tion,  which  let  nje  try  several 
of  the  programmes,  including . 


one  designed  for  children 
.  called  Forever  Growing 
Garden.  I  was  baffled  but  I'm 
sure  children  would  be  able  to 
handle  it  Details  from  Howit 
and  Mowit  on  01380  848118. 


Fair  contest 


MY  COMMENT  last  month 
that  giant  vegetables  rarely 
taste  good  has  brought  a 
challenge  from  Geoffrey 
Swaddle  in  Northumberland, 
who  says  his  giant  cabbages 
taste  excellent  He  sells  the 
seed  at  £3  a  packet  but  you  will 
need  space  for  these  monsters, 
which  can  weight  571b.  The 
seed,  bred  from  the  American 
giant  strain,  Tex,  crossed  with 
some  British  heavyweights 
that  Mr  Swaddle  will  not 


Tinsel  time 


FIND  OF  THE  MONTH 


THE  Royal  Horticultural  So¬ 
ciety  will  stage  its  Christmas 
show  on  December  10-11  at 
New  Hall  Greycoat  Street 
London  SWT .  Tinsel  and  artifi¬ 
cial  flowers  will  be  allowed 
among  the  ho rti culturally  elite 
exhibits  and  there  will  be  a 
mass  of  gardening  presents 
including  topiary.  RHS  mem¬ 
bers  free,  non-members  £5  on 
December  10  (1  lam-7pm),  non- 
members  E3  on  December  ll 
(lOam-Spm).  For  information 
ring  0171-821 3000. 


■  OK.  so  my  latest  find  isn't  modem.  It  is  about  4,000 
years  since  sheep  shears  were  first  used  but  just  a  few  since 
they  moved  into  the  garden  as  Master  Shear,  which  can  be 
used  for  topiary,  dead  heading  and  edging.  The  blades  are 
longer  than  secateurs,  and  the  way  they  spring  back  into 
the  cutting  postion  makes  them  handier  —  and  more 
dangerous  —  than  scissors.  They  are  also  more  robust  than 
most  garden  scissors  which,  in  this  household,  are 
constantly  being  snaffled  by  other  members  of  the  family 
for  school  projects.  Nobody,  however,  would  dare  to  take 
these.  Master  Shear  costs  £1450  including  p+p  from 
-  Burgon  St  Ball  (mail  order,  01142  33S262). 


SOMETHING  to  look  for¬ 
ward  to:  a  national  plant  fair, 
on  May  18, 1997.  Now  all  you 
have  to  do  is  grow  some  plants 
for  ft.  The  National  Trust  is 
holding  the  fair  at  properties 
all  over  the  country  to  raise 
£100,000  and  plans  to  estab¬ 
lish  it  as  an  annual  evenL 
Hants  will  be  supplied  by 
commercial  growers  and  vol- . 
unteers  —  that  means  you,  so 
put  aside  a  few  extra  seedlings 
this  spring.  Register  as  a 
groWer  and  claim  an  informa¬ 
tion  pack  oil  0181-315  llll.  arY 
send  an  SAE  to  National  Trustf| 
Spring  Plant  Fairs,  PO  Box'39,'*-! 
Bromley,  Kent  BR1  3XL  ! 


PLANT  FOE 
ERY  WEEK 
HIIDE  FOR 
lYYE/Ut 


Woman’s  work 


'  Feather  Reports 
by  Derwent  May 

Only  £10.95 


Fantasy  land 


YESTERDAY  I  made  a  third 
of*  an  acre  garden,  single 
handed  ly.  in  about  two  hours. 
It  has  a  series  of  formal  yew 
and  box  pyramids  and  balls,  a 
vegetable  garden  and  an  inter¬ 
esting  mixed  border  dotted 
with  architectural  plants,  a 
fountain,  greenhouse  and 
barbeque. 

My  garden  is  splendid  but 


PLANT  OF  THE  MONTH 


■  LiBum  nepalense  was  brought  in  from  the  Himalayas 
about  ten  years  ago  and  has  a  mysterious-looking  dark 

Kflowerwith  a  purple-brown  throat  It  is  tricky  to  grow 
orth  iL  Plant  in  humus-rich  soil  without  a  trace  of 
lime.  Like  mostlflies  it  needs  fast-draining  soil.  It  may  take 
a  year  to  settle  and  needs  deciduous  shade  and  plenty  of 
water  during  the  spring  and  summer.  In  late  summer  it 
blooms  and,  if  happy,  produces  up  to  six  flowers  per  stem. 
Bulb  specialist  Jacques  Aimand  has  a  good  stock  at 


per  bulb.  For  free  catalogue  and  further  information 
contact  the  Nurseries.  Clamp  HilL  Stanmore.  Middlesex 


HA73JS  (0181-9548138). 


IN  this  evocative  book,  based  on  his  popular  week¬ 
ly  column  in  The  Times,  Derwent  May  chronicles 
me  ups  and  downs,  the  highs  and  lows  of  birdlife 
in  Britain.  Times  readers  can  buy  Feather  Reports 
for  £10.95.  saving  £2  on  the  normal  price. 

The  author  has  long  been  regarded  as  an  expert 
on  nature  and  the  countryside,  a  memorable  writer 
in  the  great  tradition  of  such  naturalists  as  Gilbert 
White  and  W  H  Hudson.  He  portrays  the  ways  of 
birds  with  the  freshness  of  an  observant  eye  and 
the  knowledge  of  an  expert  ornithologist 
May  has  collected  typical  reports  from  his  col¬ 
umn  and  used  them  as  a  basis  to  provide  a  vivid 
account  of  the  changing  scenes  for  buds  through¬ 
out  the  year.  He  leads  you  month  by  month  on  a 
journey  capturing  the  pleasure  to  be  had  simply 
watching  birds. 

From  the  humble  blue  tit  in  the  garden  to  die 
more  exotic  species  fond  of  wilder  habitats.  Feather 
Reports  has-something  for  everyone,  from  the  most 
ardent  ornithologist  to  those  who  just  enjoy  the 
comings  and  goings  of  our  feathered  friends. 

The  book  is  illustrated  by  delicate  black  and 
while  line  drawings  by  the  late  Robin  Jacques 
which  accompanied  the  articles  in  The  Times. 

Feather  Reports  would  make  a  delightful  pre¬ 
sent  to  yourself  if  you  are  already  interested  in 
birds  and  an  cxcdfeni  first  bode  to  anyone  you 
know  who  has  not  been  introduced  to  the  mystery 
and  m agic  of  bird  watching. 


KEW. GARDENS  is  hosting  a 
series  of  talks  to  celebrate  100' 
years  of  women  gardeners. 
Gillian  Cox  will  talk  about  the  "  ; 
Great  Vine  at  Hampton  Court  • 
Palace  an  January  31,'  Sally 
Festing  will  lecture  on  Ger¬ 
trude  Jekyll  on  March  28  and 
Laura  Pbnsonby  will  talk 
about  the  influence  of  Kew  on 
women  on  March  21. 

Tickets  are  E3  a  lecture  from 
the  shops  at  Kew  or  from 
Sarah  Oldridge.  Royal 
Botanic  Gardens,  Kew,  Rich-, 
mond,  Surrey  TW9  3AB. 
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How  to  keep  tabs  on  your  plant 


^  . 
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DementMay 


Edwardian,  push-in  tags  are  back  in  fashion 


and  essential  if  you  want  to  avoid  chaos 
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WEEKEND  TIPS 


FOR  ORDERS  PLEASE  TELEPHONE  0990  134  459  (24  HOURS! 
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weekend  *  Saturday  December  7 1995 


gardening  •  5 


Haven  that  came 


out  of  the  woods 


Tteteawy  of  a  garden  in 
lull  Bush  of  colour  and  leaf 
often  masks  the  problems  ‘ 
that  a  successful  gardener 
has  overcome:  Beth  Chatto,  the 
ooyeime  of  creative  problem  solv¬ 
ers,  is  no  slouch  in  that  area  and 
has  not  only  overcome  the  difficui- 
des  of  the  site,  soil  and  dimaft?  of  ' 
her  Essex  garden  near  Elm  stead 
Market,  but  she  shares  the  sol¬ 
utions  with  her  garden's  visitors. 

Her  challenging  two-hectare  (five 
acre)  garden  has  been  since  1960 
the  breeding  ground  far  her  plant 
ideas  and  gardening  techniques. 
She  has  coped  with  dry  sites  in  fall 
sun,  damp  sites  in  shade  arid  sun, 
and  lately  with  dry  shade  in  the 
Wood  Garden.  At  every  turn,  the 
gardens  die  has  created  are  evi  ¬ 
dence  of  her  success  in  choosing 
plants  adapted  to  these  conditions, 
that  provide  -the  perfect  plant 
solutions  far  her  garden  problems. 
Although  hers  is  a  large  palette, 

*  problems  she  encounters  are 
.  e  same  as  those  found  in  any 
garden.- “I  hope  that  home  garden¬ 
ers  can  see  mat  we  are  struggling 
with  the  same  canditkmsthat  they 
have:  In  some  areas  we  have  great 
success,  but  it  is  often  an  uneven 
struggle  and  not  every  part  of  the 
garden  is  perfect,"  she  says. 

Her  latest  problem-soMng  offer¬ 
ing  is  in  the  Wood  Garden,  which 
she  opened  to  the  public  fertile  first  : 
time  this  year.  The  wood,  at  the 
property's  furthest  border,  was 
once  her  own  private  refuge,  away 
from  the  nursery  and  the  rest  of  the 
garden.  Don’t  expect  to  find  a 
totally  natural  woodland  here, 
rather,  what  Mrs  Chatto  describes 
as  “a  wood  garden  where  die  shade 
is  used  to  grow  plants  from 
woodland  situations  all  around  the ' 
temperate  world,  including  Russia. 
Japan.  Canada  and  France.  I  have 
combined  them  so  that  they  provide 
a  seasonal  effect”. 

She  began  working  on  this  area 
about  six  years  ago,  when  storms 
culled  some  of  the  oaks  and  allowed 
more  light  in.  There  were  still 
problems,  however,  because  the 
soil  was  light  and  sandy,  dried 
.  xjuiddy  and  was  not  humus-rich,  in 
Addition,  low  rainfall,  hifmg  north- 
easi  winds,  cod  Winters  arid  very  ' 


Problems  with  site 


soil  or  climate?  Beth' 


Chatto  has  solutionis 


Beth 'Chatto:  creative  doyenne 


hot  summers  seemed  at  first  to 
predude  the  use  of  choice  wood¬ 
land  plants.  There  is  some  extra 
irrigation  into  this  area  now.  but 
even  so  the  zeal  moisture-lovers  of 
the  shade  brigade,  sudi  as  rhodo¬ 
dendron  and  blue  Himalayan  pop¬ 
pies,  will  not  thrive  here. 

She  came  to  the  rescue  though, 
with  a  list  of  plants  that  do  fit  the 
bfll  and  will  £row  well  in  such  a 
daunting  envmaunent  It  is  at  its 
most  colourful  in  spring  and  early 
summer  but  still  has  much  to  offer 
in  autumn  and  winter  when  fo¬ 
liage,  stems,  berries  and  seedheads 
provide  the  dazzle  of  the  display 
and  autumn  crocus  and  snow¬ 
drops,  in  turn,  make  the  ground 
level  glow.  Like  other  parte  of  her 
garden,  the  Wood  Garden  holds 
many  lessons  for  fellow  gardeners. 

For  Mrs  Chatto,  the  essential  at 
the  start  of  any  new  garden  project 
is  die  improvement  of  the  soil.  In 
tins  situation  it  involved  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  bulky  organic  compost  and, 
once  the  plants  were  in  place,  a 
surface  mulch,  mainly  of  crushed 
bark  (straw  is  cheaper)  was  added 
beneath'  trees  and  shrubs.  The 
mulch,  which  helps  retain  mois¬ 
ture,  also  acts  as  a  weed  deterrent 
and  giyes  an  attractive  natural  look  1 
to  the  overall  finish.  Even  though 
the  soil  has  been  improved,  it  is  still 


light  in  quality  and  Mrs  Chatto 
uses  plants  like  epdraeriiums,  vinca 
and  hellebore,  with  good  foliage 

and  attractive  spring  and  winter 
.  flowers,  that  do  well  in  such  soil. 
Overall,  she  favours  plants  with  a 
wide  variety  of  foliage,  form  and 
shape,  so  that  there  is  always 
soradhing  to  see,  even  when  the 
flowers  are  over.  In  late  winter  and 
early  _  spring,  when  the  oak  leaf 
canopy  is  non-existent,  foe  main 
attraction  is  the  ground-cover  of 
snowdrops,  species  narcissi,  dog’s 
tooth  lilies,  hellebores  and  aconites'. . 

_  In  late  spring  and  early  summer, 
when  leaves  shut  out  the  natural 
fight  she  switches  cm  the  wood's 
own  lighting  system  using  silver, 
gold  and  variegated  foliage,  to 
provide  tie  spotlights  and  tall 
spares  of  white  foxgloves  and 
martaeon  lOies,  the  greeny-yellow 
fists  of  various  euphorbia  and  the 
feathery  plumes  otAruncus  dioiais 
to  act  as  glowing  torches. 

'  Them  too,  fountains  of  honey¬ 
suckle,  including  Lonicera  tell- 
manniana  with  its  honey-yellow 
flowers  and  roses  such  as  Rosa 
‘Bobby  James’  and  Taul  Himala¬ 
yan  Musk’  in  full  flower,  cascade 
from  tree  trunks,  scenting  foe  air 
and  filling  the  view.  ' 


omus  sanguinea  ‘Mid¬ 
winter  Fire*  provides  red 
leaves  in  autumn  and  red 
shoots  in  winter,  while 
Amelanchier  lamarddi  follows  its 
springtime  Sowers  with  a  bias  of 
foliage.  Pink-tinged  white  berries 
are  autumn  ornament  of  the  Hu¬ 
peh  rowan,  Sorbus  hupehensis. 
Providing  flower  colour  at  the 
higher  levels  are  various  forms  of 
Japanese  anemone,  bugbane  (Cim- 
icifuga  simplex)  and  Kirengeshoma 
palmata,  whose  shuttiecodc-tike 
flowers  hang  in  dusters. 

In  any  of  Mrs  Qiatttrt  large- 
scale  plantings  there  are  always 
many  layers.  .Hie  delight  for  the 
gardener  of  small  sites,  such  as 
patios,  basement  gardens  and  back 
door  areas,  is  thatfoere  are  usually 
"takeaway"  plant  combinations  at 
the  nursery  that  can  solve  the  same 
problems  at  home. 


BARBARA  SEGALL  Beth  Chatto’s  wood  garden  at  FJfnafmri  Market  is  a  breeding  ground  for  planting  techniques 


FACT  FILE 


THE  Beth  Chatto  Gardens  and 
Nursery.  Elmstead  Market  Col¬ 
chester.  Essex  CQ7  7BD  are  open 
9un-5pm,  Monday  to  Saturday. 
March  1  to  October  31.  and  9am- 
4pm.  Monday  to  Friday,  Novem¬ 
ber  i  to  February  2S.  Cased 
Saturdays  and  Bank  Holidays. 
Admission  £2,  children  free. 
Coach  parties  are  welcome  by 
appointment,  but  they  most  write 
first  to  the  secretary  in  advance  of 
the  planned  visit. 


WHAT  TO  SEE 


Gravd  Garden 

This  was  onoe  a  car  park  but 

is  now  a  weU  established  garden 

where  (trough i -resistant  plants 

are  cm  display  throughout  the 

year. 

Water  Gardens 
Large-leaved  water-edge  or 
marginal  plants,  such  as 
Cunnera  manlcaia  and  the 
American  skunk  cabbage, 
dominate  ihe  scene  Iran  spring 
io  ainumn. 


Mediterranean  Gardens 
Near  the  house  a  collection  of 
drought-resistant  plants  thrive, 
offering  good  colouring  through 
summer  into  autumn. 


Wood  Garden 

At  the  furthest  boundary  of  the 
property'  honeysuckle  and  roses 
gain  the  high  ground  via  tree 
trunks,  while  at  ground  levd 
snowdrops  in  spring  and  striking 
foliage  plants  m  summer  and 
autumn  cany  the  show  forward. 


BUYING  PLANTS 


You  can  either  buy  direct  from  the 
wide  selection  at  the  nurseiy  or 
mail  order  through  the  garden 
catalogue.  Unusual  Plants.  There 
is  a  minimum  purchase  of  £20 
worth  of  plants  plus  postage  and 
packing. 


GARDEN  FRIENDS 


Regular  visitors  can  become 
friends  erf  the  Garden  and  buy  an 
annual  season  ticket,  costing 
E7.5Q  (single)  or  £10  (double), 
which  admits  the  ticket  holder 
andaguesL 


CARDS  AND  BOOKS 


Cards  showing  news  of  the 
various  gardens  are  on  sale  and 
cost  EI.25.  Also  chi  sale  are  Beth 
Chatto 's  classic  books.  The  Damp 
Garden.  The  Dry  Garden,  The 
Green  Tapestry  'and  Beth 
Chatto’s  Garden  Notebook.  A 
recently  produced  video,  Mv 
Garden,  is  available  from  ihe 
nursery*  shop. 


HOMES  &  GARDENS 


A  PLANT  FOR 


A  GUIDE  FOR 


In  our  January  issue  you’ll  find 
a  12-page,  Plant  for  every  Week 
guide.  And  if  you  only  follow 
one  plan  in  1997,  make  sure  it's 
this.  You'll  find  winter  heathers, 
dogwood  and  ivy  to  brighten  the 
darkest  days;  scented  blooms 
to  lure  you  outside  in  February; 
fragrant  shrubs  to  partner  the 


dancing  winds  of  March.  Month 
after  month,  week  after  week, 
it’s  full  of  timely  ideas.  Cut  it 
out,  pin  it  up,  whatever  you  do, 
don’t  miss  it. 

And  if  you  don't  want  to  miss 
what  your  neighbours  might  be 
doing,  we've  five  fascinating 
pages  of  readers'  gardens. 


DON'T  MISS  THE  JANUARY  ISSUE  OUT  NOW. 


A  NEW  GUARDIAN 
GARAGE  DOOR 


Nomora  heaving,  pushing  or  BMne.  now»*ha  mm 
touch  of  *  button  your  Guardian  ITmoM  Control 
'  Qmg*  Door  limply  rota  up  wd  mm/.  •'»*»••  vou  «oy 
winn  aid  dryfeiNMoonAxtaf  jMrOKMBuhutnd 
.  in  natatanraoi  fr—  «tovMrun»oaad  ^ernrtum  fci  o 
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REMOTE 
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’‘Trust  Churchill's  to  he 
you  conquer  your  stairs  in  one 
eas\  step."  „  ■ 


“When  I  needed  to  get  about 
.  after  my  hip-operation. 
ChurChjJTs  gave  nit  the  fastest 
service  and  the  best  value  I  ft 
like  me,  you  don’t  want  to 
move  home,  J  wholeheartedly 
recommend  q  <ku 
diem  to  you.  - 


3  days  after  FREE  heme  consultation] 
Any  written  quotation  beaten: 
S'  All  stanj  catered  far  a^wbere 
mBntaaa.7d^sawe«k:  • 


and  removed  without  mess. 
Peace  of  mind  and  fall- 


yj  months  compitibeDavE  warranty 
included. 

Jjf  British  Standards products. 
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Be  Stekffii  Experts 


0800  A  _ 

Call  FREE  now  and  ask  for  Ctai8*Me»  Abb  or  Jo«  | 
7I)IAYSAWEEK9ASi-ffM. .  f 
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WADBAM  TRADING 
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Seve  £££s  m  keatmg  b3h! 


SPECIAL  OFFER  -  20%  DISCOUNT  ON 


IThc  Button  That  Could 
■Save  Your  Life. 


Aid-CaD 
batten  and,  if 
yoo  should  have  an 
accident,  press  itto 
smnmoD  ninucdsfc 


It  coaid  be  YOUR 
fife-saver. 


AID-CALL 


FREEPHONE 
0800  772266 


Hard  Water 

The  Scientific  Solution 


Incredible  low-cost  computer 
technology!  Krystal  fits  in  minutes  - 
it's  the  simplest,  most  efficient 
answer  to  limescaie  problems  ever 
devised! 

Experience  sc  ft- water  bene  fits 
NOW  throughout  year  home  • 
dean,  green  end  absolutely  r.o 
chemicals!  Krystal  Sis  in  5  minutes 


*  STOPS  limescaie  forming  in  kettles  and  appliances. 

*  DISSOLVES  existing  limescaie  from  your  whole  water  system. 

*  GIVES  YOU  better  lather  from  less  soap.  Water  is  kinder  to 
skin  and  hair. 

*  PRESERVES  healthgiving  natural  substances  in  your  water. 

*  SAVES  YOU  MONEY  on  soap  and  detergents. 

*  MAKES  YOUR  BOILER  more  efficient  and  prolongs  its  life. 


FREEPHONE  0800  132899 
:0R  FREE  BROCHURE 

Jr.ss  open  2-  heprs.  7  cays 


90-DAY  HOME  TRIAL 


TREATS  THE  WHOLE  HOUSE  FOR  LBS  THAN  £80  -  5  YEAR  GUARANTEE 
Krystal,  3  Old  ford  Court;  Pewsey,  Wilts  SN9  5AQ 
Tel:  01 672  5641 13  e-mail:  sales@dearflow.win-uk.net 
Customers  in  Ireland  call  1800  675555  (24  hours) 

TRADE  AND  OVERSEAS  ENQUIRIES  WaCOMED 
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Orddds!  Ad  you  need!— 

Where  to  ac  zai  txqr  than,  and  tow  to  grow  than. 

Far  a  free  guide  send  no  itt  class  souqs  IK 
British  Orchid  Gnmcn  Association,  3S  Honan*  Road, 
GoDegeTown,  Cambedey,  Smej.  GU154QD. 
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EFFECTIVE 


Whichever  way  you  look  at  it,  protecting  your  family  and  your 
possessions  against  intruders  isn't  something  you  can  afford  to  ignore. 

Security  Screens  add  a  whole  new  dimension  to  effective  home 
security.  Attractive  and  unobtrusive,  they  present  potential  intruders 
with  a  seemingly  impenetrable  barrier,  even  affawing  you  to  lepve  the 
windows  wide  open,  yet  they  fold  away  out  of  sight  behind  your  curtains 
when  not  in  use. 


Easy  to  use  and 
mplefely  maintenance  free, 
Security  Screens  make  fight  work 
of  tough  security 

As  we  are  Ihe  UK's  leading 
manufacturer  of  shutter  and  door 
systems,  you're  secure  in  the 
knowledge  that  you're  buying 
the  best.  For  your  free  brochure, 
r  Head  Office  now  on 
24  33986  or  complete 
FREEPOST 
coupon  today. 


TELEPHONE  0152*4  33986 


sws  UK  Ltd,  Lenstt  Indwtrfal  Estate,  Lancaster  LAI  3QY 
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Hedged  in  by  the  meddlers 


FEATHER  REPORT 


I  always  smile  to  myself  when 
city-dwelling  friends  sigh 
dreamily  and  tell  me  how 
marvellous  it  must  be  to  live 
in  the  country,  “so  peaceful,  un¬ 
changing.  eternal".  I  invariably 
nod  in  agreement.  Not  that  I  agree, 
bur  to  shatter  their  dreams  would 
be  as  criminal  an  act  as  telling  a 
five-year-old  that  Santa’s  favourite 
reindeer  was  not  called  Rudolph. 

So  we  come  round  to  the  stiff- 
neck  season  again,  brought  on  by 
metropolitan  Christmas  parties 
where  those  of  us  who  have  nodded 
in  agreement  all  evening  at  a 
barrage  of  billing  and  cooing  about 
our  imagined  lifestyles  return 
home  and  wonder  where  this  idyll 
might  be  found. 

There  are  indeed  joys  to  he 
derived  from  a  rural  life,  but  peace 
and  permanence  are  not  among 
them.  The  changes  taking  place  in 
almost  any  aspect  of  rural  life, 
brought  about  by  what  are  com¬ 
monly  known  as  “policies"  are 
every  bit  as  hasty  and  reckless  as 
those  inflicted  on  towns  and  cities. 
The  difference  is  that  urbanised 
areas  accommodate  them  and 
adapt,  rural  areas  just  suffer. 

Let  us  take  two  typical  cases,  both 
of  which  appeared  in  the  letters  you 
have  sent  me.  They  show  how 
changes,  which  to  a  city  dweller 
would  be  parr  of  daily  life,  have 
irrevocably  destroyed  not  only 
parts  of  the  countryside  but  the 
lives  of  individuals. 

Susan  Palmer,  writing  from 
Berkshire,  tells  how  a  change  in  the 
tree-planting  subsidy  has  affected 
her.  “A  change  . . .  from  softwood 
planting  to  "hardwood  planting 
means  hundreds  of  acres  of  soft 
woodland  have  been  cleared  and 
foxes,  rabbits,  muntjac  and  squir¬ 
rels  have  all  fled  to  find  new  homes. 
This  has  meant  death  tn  anything 
outside  such  as  chickens,  lambs, 
small  pigs  and  garden  produce." 

I  suppose  if  you  are  a  politician, 
sirring  round  a  table  (hardwood)  in 
an  urban  European  setting,  there 
are  cogent  reasons  for  switching 
wood  production.  And  if  you  are  a 
forestry  owner,  there  is  good  com¬ 
mercial  sense  in  sending  in  the 
grubbers  and  removing  millions  of 
trees.  But  if  these  were  urban 
derisions  involving  the  felling  of. 
say,  shopping  precincts  to  make 
way  for  office  blocks,  there  would 
be  a  long  period  of  inquiry,  a 
government  inspector's  report  and 
a  swift  period  of  demolition  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  frenzied  rebuild.  It 
would  have  been  a  disruption,  a 
scar  on  the  face  of  the  city  for  a 
while,  but  it  would  heal.  It  might 
also  be  reversed  one  day.  The 
countryside  does  not  snap  out  of  it 
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Rural  idyll:  the  policy  in  the  1960s  and  1970s  was  for  hedgerow  removal  Those  that  have  returned  will  take  years  to  attain  their  former  glory 


so  quickly.  Whereas  the  faces  of 
towns  and  cities  can  be  changed  at 
a-  rate  restricted  only  by  the  setting 
time  of  concrete,  the  countryside 
can.  at  best,  take  an  age  to  get  over 
an  assault. 

In  the  comparatively  short  time 
that  I  have  Lived  here  (14  years  now) 
we,  have  been  through  numerous 
upheavals  in  agricultural  policy,  all 
impinging  upon  the  landscape, 
wildlife  and  our  life.  Hedgerow 
removal  was  the  sport  in  the  1960s 
and  1970s.  prompted  by  “policy".  It 
is  no  longer  policy,  but  few  of  the 
hedgerows  are  returning  and  those 
that  are  will  not  achieve  their 
former  glory  for  a  century  or  more. 

Then  there  was  what  we  thought 
was  a  good  policy  to  encourage  the 
preservation  and  establishment  of 
meadows  and  grassland.  That  was 
fine,  until  BSE  [the  indirect  result  of 
another  policy)  meant  the  stock 
were  culled;  so  now  I  guess  tile 


meadows  will  be 
ploughed  up. 

Various  policies  of 
subsidy  on  crops. such 
as  linseed  and  oilseed 
rape  routinely  change 
the  appearance  of  the 
fields,  which  would 
,  be  refreshing  were  it 
not  for  the  certain 
knowledge  that  each 
crop  brings  with  it  a 
new.  determined  RAUL  I 
chemical  regime. 

Then  there  is  the  stop-go  policy  of 
road  building.  One  local  farmer 
with  a  thriving  shop  selling  the  best 
bread  for  miles  around  sold  up  on 
confirmed  rumours  of  a  bypass.  It 
was  cancelled  a  couple  of  weeks  ago 
in  the  Budget.  As  for  weird  set- 
aside,  how  long  will  that  last? 

Random  and  unpredictable  up¬ 
heavals  forced  Stephen  Thomas 
out  He  lived  near  a  cathedral  town 


RAUL  HE1NEY 


in  Kent  “Behind  me 
lay  146  acres  of  or¬ 
chard.  and  in  front  of 
the  house  were  sev¬ 
eral  hundred  mainly 
arable  acres  bounded 
by  hedges.  By  the 
time  I  left  my  single 
acre  of  orchard  was 
the  only  one  left."  he 
writes.  This  has  been 
widespread  in  apple- 
EINEY  growing  regions  of 
.  Europe:  it  was  a  sub¬ 
sidy  to  grub  out  fruit  trees  to  curb 
surplus.  A  typical  policy — good  on 
paper,  lousy  on  the  land. 

He  goes  on:  "As  the  years  went  ■ 
by,  the  plough  got  nearer  to  the 
perimeter  of  the  field  in  front  of  my 
house.  Once,  some  of  the  road  was 
turned  over  as  the  tractor  driver 
sought  to  cultivate  the  maximum 
acreage.  Bridleways  went  the  same 
way.  The  hares  disappeared,  fewer 


greenfinches  formed  their  squad¬ 
rons  in  late  summer.  Rows  of 
alders  were  hacked  down  and 
grubbed  out  this  summer."  Mr 
Thomas  has  now  gone  to  live  by  the 
sea,  on  the  principle  that  at  least 
they  cannot  plough  that  up 
The  countryside  has  always  been 
changing,  but  now  the  pace  is  so 
great  it  cannot  keep  up.  And 
although  farmers  and  landowners 
are  often  blamed,  they  are  not  the 
teal  culprits.  Except  in  a-  small 
number  of  cases  of  determined 
vandalism,  they  are  financially 
driven,  of  necessity,  and  respond 
only  to  policy.  I  dread  the  coming 
election,  because  there  will  be  an 
endless  churning  but  of  new  poli¬ 
cies.  I  can  confidently  predict  that 
they  will  sound  terrific.  On  paper. 


IS  IT  winter  or  is  it  spring?  One 
morning  last  week!  was  passing  a- 
large  lake  when  i  heard  the  typical 
clicking  sound  made  by.  great 
crested  grebes  when  they  .are 
courting.  I  locked  out,  and  there  - 
were  a  couple  of  grebes,  in  the 
middle  of  a  .fi^l  ^Jring  courtship 
display.  They  were"  feeing  each 
other,  necks  held,  erect,  and  wag¬ 
gling  their  heads-  seductively  as. . 
they  looked  past  Their  sharp  beaks 
Into  each  other's  eyes: 

The  .bizarre  thing  wasthat  they 
were. in  complete  winter  plumage:' 
Normally  when  they  court  each  ' 
either  in.  this  way  they  have  rich 
orange:  ruffs  that  .tremble  as  they 
shake  their  heads.  But 'these  birds: 
were  in  their  black:  and  white 
striped  winter  guise, 'Without  a' 
trace  of  a  ruff  tobe  seen.  No  doubt 
the  mild  weather  at  thebeginning 
of  last  week  had  encouraged  them 
Otherwise,  the  birds  tar  the  lake 
had  more  .of  a  wintry  character. 
There  were  about  20  cmmorants 
sitting  on  a  raft,  some  holding  their  - 
wings  out  to  dry  like  washing  on  a 
line.  These  are  winter  visitors  from 
the  coast  * 

From  time,  to  time  (me  would 
drop  into  the  water  on  a  fitting  ex¬ 
pedition,  and  an  interesting  epi¬ 
sode  developed  from  one  of  these  ' 
sorties.  The  conhorant  came  up 
with  a  small;  shining  fish  and  in¬ 
stantly  a  herring  gull  that  had  been  ' 
coasting  by  started  hovering  above. 

It  had  seen  thefish  andhoped  to  get 
it,  and  hovered  as  professionally  - 
as  a  kestrel  might  have  done.  The  ■ 
cormorant  tossed  the  fish  up.  and 
down  once  or  -twice,  and  the  gull 
must  have  been  optimistic  about 
stealing  it  But  being  wary  of  the 
cormorant's  dagger-like  beak. .  it 


left  it  toq  late.  The  cormorant  swal¬ 
lowed  the  fish  in  a  gulp  and  sank 
underwater  again. . 

Another  winter  visitor  swam  out . 
■from  behind  an  island  —  a  drake 
goldetM^e;  instantly  distinguish¬ 
able  by'  the  round  white  cheek- 
patch  an -its  green  head.  It  was  a 
long  way  out  but  its  bright  yellow 
eye  was  clearly  visible  —  and  when 
a  chestrmt-headed  female  swam 
but  to  join  it;  her  gleaming  eye  was 
just  as  conspicuous.  They  dived 
and  disappeared  again  and  again. 


THE  OTHER  notable  bird  that 
morning  was  a  water  rail.  They  are 
found  here  all  year  round,  but  their 
numbers  are  swelled  by  migrants 
from  the  Continent  in  autumn. 
-They  spend  most  of  their  time 
lurking  in  the  reeds,  but  with 
.  larger  numbers  about  and  many  of 
the  reeds  battered  down,  this  is  the 
.  time  of  year  to  see  them. 

This  bird,  suddenly  appeared 
climbing  over  a  thick  wodge  of 
hrown  reeds  at  the  edge  of  the' 
.  water.  I  had  a  wonderful  view  of  its 
long  red  beak,  its  flanks  striped 
with  purple  and  -white,  and  its 
codeed  tail  tike  its  relative  the 
moorhen. .  It  vanished  almost  at 
_  once  into  a  tuft  pf-green  reeds.  But 
following  that  it  felt  like  a  winter's 
morning  after  a  1L 


Derwent  May 

•  What's  about:  Birders—  look 
out  for  blackcaps  in  gardens. 
Ttoitchers  —  Pacific  golden  plover. 
Weymouth,  Dorset; Jerin,  Thames 
Barrier, -London:  red-breasted 
flycatcher,  Wheathampstead, 
Herts.  Details  from  Birdline  (0891 
700222;  JOpa  min  chpap  rate .  SOp 
al  other  times). 


PETER  BROWN 


•  Readers  can  write  to:  The  Times 
Countryside  Campaign,  do  Weekend, 
The  Times,  l  Pennington  Street. 
London  El  9XN. 


Great  crested  grebes  go  courting  m  their  winter  plumage 


TO  ADVERTISE  CALL:  0171 680  6862 


CHRISTMAS  GIFT  GUIDE 


FAX:  0171 481 9313 


TO  ADVERTISE  CAM- 
CALL  0171 680  6862 
FAX:  0171 481 9313 


•  ■ _ WEEKEND  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  7  1996 _ . 

CHRISTMAS  GIFT  GUIDE 


CHRISTMAS  FAYRE 


n  ><  >j  j  i  (  k’h  >  c.  (  >;v:  i  v\  nj~v 

<  >) '  i  l.\  Kl  - 1-  I)  •  ;  ,|  ;>  i  .  ;•)  > 

)  1.1  O  I  N’-l1  hi  |  ,‘X2  v,-, 

<  J  1  Kys  X  ?  j 


OK  I  Dl  l'  (’  \  K'  I  V 


Afn  i'll  i  • 


cfe  Grifi  JOelive 


CHRISTMAS  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED 


Pori  &  Slilion  £  1  9.2s  Spurlvl  inc.  Chardonnay  &.  1  rtifflos  £1S>.'7:> 

Salmon  &  Chablis  £20.50  Salmon  &  Champagne  £20.50 

a  l\  .-\  I  A  1  I  I  f  )  N!  A  I  .  \VK  KI  K  I  I .  \  !\  i  PlilvS  I7  ROIV1  ,£  ~7Q  SO  Dc'liwry  from  £4.35  Prices  Include  V/.AT 


Looking  For 
Something  Different? 


^  The  company  V 

Something  Different  leisure  * 

reafiy  can  ofler  youths  most  unusual  things  from  a 
boBoon  fide  to  reserving  a  seat  to  fha  Moon,  tom 

f  adimar  tor  two  inn  dungeon  to  a  bai^uatteml  tor 
fxmdreds,  tom  a  chikken's  party  10  a  music  festival 
from  a  ktesoqram  toacatebritygaBstapeakef.  troma 
theatre  trip  to  hiring  a  Caribbean  bland.  ^ 

Whaher  you  are  a  single  ixflvidual  or  a  group  ot 
friends,  maybe  a  dub  or  society,  a  compary  a  a 
charity,  we  can  pii  together  a  tatownade  package  to 
suit  you.  From  fundraising  events  to  gala  dbmxs,  .from 
birthdays  to  wBddSngs  tan  graduations  K)  corporate 
events,  Christmas,  VUenSne's  Day  orjusttosay 
T  low  you",  we  can  otter  a  range  of  Ideas  and 
gifts  that  are  realy  SomaMng  DKtarant 


Telephone  or  Fax  lor  Brochure 

01705  353620  •  0378  254025 

emjiii:  sd‘0is-.rc--:'-  msn  cci" 


BIRDS  ON  VIDEO 

The  Video  Guide  to  British  Birds 

•  Set  of  5  videos 
•  Over  6  hours  In  total 

•  Features  superb 
foataoe,  soogs  & 

calls  and  intomativa 
commentaiieson 
-  afl  250  reflifaar 
British  spaces.. 


BIRDS  ON  CD-ROM 

■-  }  •  The  CD-ROM  Guide  to  British  Birth 

_ •The  latest  upgraded  vb/^hi 

*lndagtaoKstDanyfBaluiB 
m  **  *  Fe&ures  video  clips,  : 

k  Jap  I  m  songs  amf  calls, 

Rfc  mF  -  illustrations,  maps 

K  7  ^_^^^Hcotnmefdanesand'an 

encydopaetfic  text  for 
250  rqjaiarBrtish  bids 


DRIVE 

THE  ULTIMATE 
STEAM  TRAIN 


m  Mlafafe  adf  aaia  loa  < 
■  All  TdnJ  Xmas  tfc 


GLIDING 

The  ideal  gift 

Lessons  and  Cxwrses  at 
Britain 's  premiere  club 
from  a  single  flight  tnfidl 
autnes.  all  with  atiractiie 
presentation  card. 

For  details  and  brochure 
tele- 

Lasham  Glidin 


British  airways 


Reach  for  the  sky. 


BannAMMibt 

hrmlwBriiBtiiMdiftllMiAwtpiinghtr. 

FTy  firm  Till  mi,  p*rii«p«  to  New  York— ar —3*11  to  Hoc;  Knot. 
GB  VoMbn  OM  per  W 

Fas  0181-562-3960  Tel:  0181-562-3690 


LEAVES  OTHER 
GIFTS  STANDING 


Tanks 

4x4s 

Karts 

xbikes 

Learn  to  drive  one 

01638  751918 


or  simply  treat  yourself 

*  *htod  or  t&ackaa£ut 

-n*  „***»«.  «**-».«««  «fi»T 

SpinJns- sy«**  whkh gu»**«*  sAscnct  uctma. 

The  diarv  oomca  in  ■  jlirnKne.  wCSdJe  waDcf  in  bbde.  Mac 

pjrt^ofinifiakofnpto  15ch*n^*^Cio<»ii-&wi^leatber 


SKID  PAN 
COURSES 


CrnuaiR  wwto 


ptxce  your  order  in  time  Ear  C3iii*W*a». 


Pkase  cafl  FREEPHOKEOSOO  317866. 

Lina  open  lOtm'fpnwdqyt  x  wtek- 

From  £1 4SB  inc-  p&p 

Gilr  Edged  Diaries 


A  VOUCHER  WITH  A  DIFFERENCE! 

SEKI0G3  FUN.PSOFESSIC&'iAL.  INSTRUCTION,  IMPROVES  SKILLS  A 
REACTIONS.  CAKX  SUPPLED.  M  A  1  DAY  COURSES  AVAILABLE 

mufficmaAL  sooth  at  thevxtqn  b.*ce  osclvt* 

THE  MIDLANDS  >*  LICHFIELD 

CAUL 

DRIVING  MANAGEMENT  LTD  01264  771074 


REM  A  ROW  OF  VINES 


in  a  lop  French  Vineyard.  Quality  wine  and  great  ftm. 

A  UNIQUE  GIFT 

For  a  brochure  ring 


01205  820745 


or  write  qnoriug  ref  ST  to  3D  Wines.  HoHy  Lodge. 
Sued,  Swinctbcad,  Lincoinsbirc  PE20  3LH 


PO  WER  BOA  T  DRIVING 

>$<>  mscovxrox  gift  wean-ms  ONLY £60 

1  \KKOI  K  lllti  II  i;\-MU.IT.\KV  r.OV!  JO  THK 

is 1 1.  < >!•  \\ k;ju  wd  i.NPhKii  \Ci:  rifi-. thru  i.  oi- 

J  \KIN(.  COM'ROJ.  or  OM-:  OI  I  111  I  AS!  IIS  I' 

row  i.ui'.os  is  in  ihk  cm  viKv. 

TEL:  01243  574979 


RESH  FLOWERS  FOR  CHRISTMAS. 


DAFFODILS — 30  for . .  DL99  Mkiurtuij,  ttom  tea  pq  nt(e«l 

TUUPS . 20  Mr. .C1&SS  SpccU  Orton*  hdo,  ha  Oily 

treESUB . 25 lor. .CMOS  ItaKtaMhwnfnt 

SFIWy  CAHUTIONS . .  IS  tar . .  C1U5  flora  Bttdn  Mk  ■ 

SM0L£ CAHHflrtONS  .  15 far . .  HSJJ5  idconierCa^ d»  SrXZ£\ 

Ftfos  taKtedc  Fmr  dm  Paaagr,  daa^mftoaoi  wf'^al 

TtMT personal metsmfr mdfiarerjaod  lodlPGdEqm.  flj 

ftr»w*wlr^»fc»KyMMin  ittymfcdho-  111 

T*PJ73S7W40  .  dc  V 

F*KD17Xn3662  /k  GBRNfiH  BQU3  i 

n&posTwmHELsmllfiSISSn - -  - 

CORNWALL  THU  JBR  mS! 


07000  CHARLES  •  NAMES  AVAHABLE:- 


aBan 

co&n 

henry 

kehh 

moira 

sandy 

angla 

danny 

jamas 

harry 

nkky 

sharon 

onto 

dwrid 

)anet 

kedn 

nigel 

shnon 

bony 

denis 

jayna 

taura 

norman 

smith 

Man 

derek 

jonny 

tone 

peter 

sonyn 

carol 

eddto 

jonae 

Knda 

richy 

rim 

catfiy 

fiona 

joedan 

loyd 

robart 

susan 

chadn 

lufle 

irandy 

robin 

tuny 

Chris 

gsny 

karan 

maria 

mger 

vinca 

dm 

hazel 

ha Mb 

maefry 

tuty 

wand y 

PHICES  .  ES9S  -  Cl  995  INC  VAT  S  CONNECTION 
OTHER  NAMES  MAY  BE  AVAILABLE  ON  REQUEST 
TEL>  0181  207  3337  OR  07  00  00  PHONE 


CHRISTMAS  FAYRE 


Stilton 


Scottish  Smoked  Salmon  &  Muscadet  £25.42 
IChdltd  aeJ  dehucrcd  menaffu) 

Claret,  Pate,  Chutney  &  Cheese  Box  £2639 
Four  Bottle  Wine  Gift  Box  £31.84 

Chocolates  &  Champagne  £35.84 

Medium  Yliletide  Hamper  £73.13 

Large  Christmas  Hamper  £10439 

Ourpnresuidiklel'KJtsfai/it&'aai  Fedtodavjorfiee 

HLay  Hampers 

The  Bam.  Corby  Glen,  lines  NGB3  4NJ. 

TW:  01476  550  420/476/548  (24hrs)  Fax:  01476  550  777 

rarawraiKas;  •  71U  •  AV-EBfCAfJ  E2?nsn  — — 

QiJatm 

SCOTLAND'S  FINEST  SMOKED  SALMON 

£\  KgiMfl  Qn&r  SooBirf.  SmoladMneaiMHMilwiA 

Smoked  fl»  Rral  Me*  WUmy 

Salman  Box  BLSO  Box  £ 9.90 

tin  £1330  14a*  £1530 

whole  sidus  [Approx  4b)  Whale  Xd«  [Approx  4b| 

par  b  £11.90  park  £1150 


innai 


l.;:i5r!C  ‘s,t  ISC  JI*.5A  l'a. 

Telffax:  01547  550  300 

(wii  KG’3?ur.  l!a-7c:ll: 

a-J  im. 


Direct  from  the 
smokehouse 

SaMlnfa  Smoked  Salmon  in  packs  or 
sficcd  sides  from  8oz  m  31b,  £8  to  f31 
akr  SnxAnJ  Specialities  include  Hot 
Smoked  Scallops  £12,  Hot  Smoked 
Salmon  (Premier  Cut)  £16,  Hot 
Smoked  Tram  fillets  £10. 

Pt!£P  included,  payment  by  cheque 
or  croft  cant 

FyrwJedJ  Prodnels  LtiL,  CbarchilL, 
Tnrbert  Argyfl  PA29  6SX. 
Tdr  01880  S20535 
Fax:  01880  820551 


LOUIS  WAIN 

“Bring  me  a 
Canary  on  Toast” 

£25D0  Framed,  ready  to  Hang,  J 

39cm  X  31cm  in  tan  cohtnr.  MJBbasj 

£5.00  for  fuD  colour  leaOets. 
refundable  on  first  order 

Grcenbank  CiScria 
391  Smithdown  Rd  ;j  .  ■ 

Wawrlnt,  Liverpool  L15  3JJ  - 

Phone  or  Fax:- 0151 735  0310  49S+ 


^  great  a>jnfa«c  of 
**°ok  Token-,  ova  many 
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GIFTS  FOR  HER  CHRISTMAS  FAYRE 


...  or  gUing,  neSosplen, 
wintaoe  carOTjfl,  simulator.,  , 
poroamfing,  baSooning.  Give 
someone  spadd  fo  dtriB  of 
ihar  Brd  flying  lesson  with 
ACORTEE  SPORTS, 

o  from  £55  _ 

•100+ loadnu  WB3IMBC 
•Superb  presentabon  pod 
•  Craft  Cords  loleni<—i 
orTBebrocbura  TOl 

sires  ^ESSSPi  ah  sports 


vrsn 

•  ■  na-M— .  S-«»gV 

Tjs  TSsCt  Sale-  3sec  sir  J9t 

-h~xj3  SkSfce 5  ArC-ta- 


-SucOi  *— 


8  -  property 


.WEEKEND  r  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  7 1996 


A  tum-of-the-century  boathouse  on  the  Norfolk  Broads  has  become  a  splendid  five-bedroom  retreat 


'  :  :HrM 


rriV 
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Sheerwater  can  be  reached  by  land  but  is  best  approached  by  boat  The  house,  which  has  a  strong  nautical  theme,  is  for  sale  through  Savflls  at  £325,000.  Since  the  nearest  house  is  400  yards  away,  peace  seems  guaranteed 


Window  on  a 
waterworld 


Just  as  the  prow  of  our 
launch  swung  out  into 
Wroxham  Broad,  a 
marsh  harrier  coasted 
steadily  above  the  silvery  wat¬ 
er.  A  family  of  moorhens 
bobbed  and  ducked,  not  far 
from  a  crested  grebe.  It  is 
possible  to  walk  to  Sheerwater 
through  a  woodland  path  but 
by  far  the  best  way  to  ap¬ 
proach  this  truly  enticing 
house  is  by  boat.  We  left  our 
car  at  the  finger-end  of  an 
inlet,  and  five  minutes  gentle 
motoring  had  the  whole  broad 
in  view,  with  Sheerwater  at  its 
northern  end. 

The  Norfolk  Broads.  long 
assumed  to  be  a  natural 
feature,  are  now  thought  by 
some  to  be  the  result  of 
medieval  peat-diggings.  What¬ 
ever  their  origin,  they  are  a 
haven  for  sailors  and  lovers  of 
wildlife.  Sheerwater  offers  a 
remarkable  setting  for  explor¬ 
ing  this  comer  of  England. 

1  spent  the  summers  of  my 
youth  on  the  lakes  in  Maine, 
and  nothing  I  have  seen  in 
England  reminded  me  so 
much  of  those  idyllic  days  as 
this  Norfolk  retreat. 

Built  as  a  wet  boat  house 
with  Irving  accommodation  at 
the  turn  of  the  century,  the 
house  has  gradually  become  a 
five-bedroom  home  while  still 
retaining-  a  strong  nautical 
flavour:  it  is  pine-panelled 
throughout. 

Wooden  houses  are  unusual 
in  Britain,  but  this  one,  with  its 
roof  of  sturdy  Norfolk  reed, 
seems  as  much  made  of  glass, 
with  enormous  windows  on 
both  sides  of  the  house.  Even 
at  the  dose  of  a  winter 
afternoon.  Sheerwater  was 
Tilled  with  dazzling  light 


SB.*. 


nine! 


The  kitchen  has  pale  oak  cabinets  and  blue-tiled  work  surfaces 


HOUSE  OF  THE  WEEK 


Sheerwater,  Wroxham,  Norfolk  •  Price:  £325,000 

•  Setting:  eight  miles  NE  of  Norwich  (regular  trains  from  London 
Liverpool  Str^e';  journey  time  approximately  two  hours) 

•  Shopping.  Norwich,  not  renowned  for  nightlife,  offers 
museums,  theatre  and  a  fine  cathedral.  Wroxham  has  shops, 
banks  and  a  sailing  club  on  the  River  Bure,  which  connects  with 
the  Broads  network.  Heaving  shopping  onto  a  boat,  rather  than 
bus,  does  make  a  nice  change  but  the  seasick-prone,  beware. 


Tlie  30ft  sitting  room  has  glass  all  around  and  an  uninterrupted  view  of  the  broad  for  nearly  a  mile.  Even  in  winter  it  is  filled  with  light 


We  lashed  our  launch  to  the 
deck  and  climbed  out  onto  the 
quay  heading  which  juts  out 
over  the  bread:  already  1  could 
imagine  summer  afternoons 
lazing  on  the  deck.  A  walk 
around  this  long,  slim  house  (a 
design  that  gives  most  rooms 


windows  facing  both  north 
and  south)  reveals  its  two 
faces:  there  is  a  strip  of 
woodland  at  the  back,  with 
weeping  willows  and  swamp 
cypresses,  that  overlooks 
another  narrow  cut  of  water  — 
where  wet  and  dry  boathouses 
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y  Viners  Silver-Plated  Cutlery 


Buy  a  58-piece  silver- 
plated  canteen  of  cutlery 
for  £149.99,  saving  £200 
on  the  mrrp  of  £349.99 
and  get  a  silver-plated 
ice  bucket  FREE 


f 

& 


/  Our  Viners  5S- 

/  piece  cutlery  set  is 

housed  in  an 
^  attractive,  lined, 

wooden  canteen  and 
contains  eight  place 
settings  of  table  knife, 
table  fork,  dessert 
knife^  dessert  fork, 
dessert  spoon,  teaspoon, 
soup  spoon  and  two 


can  be  found.  The  area,  includ¬ 
ing  -'this  inlet,  is  about  3.4 
acres,  and  the  nearest  house  is 
400  yards  away  —  peace  and 
quiet  seem  guaranteed. 

But  it  was  only  on  entering 
the  house  that  1  truly  appreci¬ 
ated  its  extraordinary  situa¬ 
tion.  The  sitting  room,  30ft 
across,  faces  south,  east  and 
west  —  there  is  glass  all 
around,  and  a  view  down  the 
broad  that  stretches  uninter¬ 
rupted  for  nearly  a  mile. 

The  pine  panelling  is  paint¬ 
ed  white,  the  carpet  is  creamy 
pale:  a  comfortable  green  sofa 
stretches  our  in  front  of  the 
largest,  southern-faring  win¬ 
dow  as  if  it  were  a  giant  screen 
—  and  it  is.  Who  would  need 
Television  or  cinema  when  you 
could  sit  here  for  hours,  watch¬ 
ing  the  birds  and  the  water 
and  darkening  sky?  A  thun¬ 
derstorm  would  be  a  son  et 
lumiem. 

There  is  no  fire,  but  plenty  of 
new  radiators;  although 
Sheerwater  docs  have  the  reel 
of  a  summerhouse  it  seemed 
as  if  it  would  be  cosy  in  winter 
too  —  if  you  didnl  mind  a 
chilly  cruise  first  to  reach  it. 

The  master  bedroom,  also 


decorated  in  white,  faces 
south,  west  and  north;  a 
shipwright  has  installed  a  fine 
teak  surface  at  the  north  wall 
and  a  porcelain  sink,  reinforc¬ 
ing  the  impression  of  a  partic¬ 
ularly  spacious  cabin. 

This  is  by  far  the  best  of  the 
bedrooms:  the  other  four  arc 
small  and  serviceable,  though 
with  good  titled  cupboards 
and  drawers  for  storage.  In  the 
smaller  bedrooms  (partic¬ 
ularly  the  easternmost,  at 
present  painted  mint  -green), 
the  panelling  can  seem  a  little 
overwhelming,  even  if  you  are 
happy  to  imagine  yourself  on 
board  ship. 


This  is  particularly 
easy  in  the  last  two 
bedrooms  to  the  east, 
for  they  are  just  off  a 
narrow  rorridor  that  faces  the 
broad:  it  has  windows,  not 
portholes,  but  otherwise  per¬ 
fectly  calls  to  mind  the  deck  of 
a  cruiser. 

Each  end  of  the  house  has  a 
good  expanse  of  south-facing 
verandah;  this  is  a  home 
where  it  would  be  just  as  easy 
to  be  outdoors  as  in.  The  low¬ 
ed  I  irrged  master  bathroom 


has  been  modernised  but  re¬ 
tains  sturdy  green  fixtures  that 
look  as  if  they  date  from  the 
1950s  (was  this  the  colour  that 
came  before  avocado?)  and 
has  a  wooden  parquet  floor: 
the  smaller,  eastern  bathroom 
has  an  inviting  sunken  loth. 

The  kitchen,  whidi,  like  the 
bathrooms,  was  given  a  thor¬ 
ough  overhaul  by  the  present 
owners,  is  a  wonderful  room, 
with  windows  •  north  and 
south,  a  generous  expanse  of 
blue-tiled  work  surface  and 
pale  oak  cabinets. 

There  is  an  electric  hob  — 
Sheerwater  is  not  connected  to 
gas.  But  its  new  owner  wont 
have  any  water  bills  —  it 
draws  its  own  supply  from  a 
borehole,  and  in  the  boot- 
roomy  workroom  off  the  kitch¬ 
en,  a  water  treatment  cylinder 
nestles  next  to  the-new  electric 
boiler. 

Kitchen  and  bathrooms  are. 
not  all  that  has  been  renewed. 
The  present  owner,  a  restau¬ 
rant  designer,  bought  the 
house  in  1988,  and  since  then 
has  rewired  and  replumbed 
the  properly  entirely,  as  wdl 
as  redressing  the  thatch.  The 
house  is  long  past  the  fragile 


impermanence  of  the  boat¬ 
house  accommodation  that 
was  its  beginning. 

This  is  a  house  to  buy  for . 
space  and  light  —  for  morn¬ 
ings  boating  on  Wroxham. 
broad,  and  afternoons  watch¬ 
ing  the  sun  set  over  the  water. 
It  would  be  bought  in  the 
knowledge  that  there  will  be 
no  othep  like  it  —  planning 
permission  for  such  a  house 
would  never  be  given  now, 
and  it  is  surely  destined  to 
remain  in  isolated  splendour. 

The  price  tag  of  £325.000  is 
not  small,  certainly  for  Nor¬ 
folk:  but  it  would  be  a  privilege 
to  live  here.  A  visit  to 
Sheerwater  was  an  escape  to 
silence  and  the  natural  world 
that  seems  barely  separated 
from  the  house  itself:  there  is 
nothing  between  you  and  the 
wood  and  water  but  thin 
panes  of  glass. 

We  cast  off  from  the  quay  as 
the  sun  began  to  set.  Behind 
us.,  the  windows  flashed  like 
jewels,  like  the  glittering 
broad,  in  the  low  winter  light 

Erica  Wagner 

•  Far  side  through  Savills 
Norwich.  01603 612211 


SELLING  POINTS 


THE  DOWNSTAIRS  LOO 


Harley  Bead  Kings  Dubarry 


No  home  should  be  without  one.  It 
is  the  place  where  award-laden 
actors  claim  to  carelessly  toss 
their  Oscars  while  more  ordinary  mortals 


serving  spoons.  Available  “  ' 

m  a  Choice  of  four  oesisns  -  nri-~ m _ _ _ P.T. _ _ i  ,  — i.. 


in  a  choice  of  four  designs  - 
Kings.  Bead,  Harley  and  Dubarry  -  the 
cutieiy  has  a  15-year  guarantee. 

You  will  also  receive  a  FREE  silver-plated 
ice  bucket,  with  a  four  litre  capacity  and 
decorative  ring  handles,  mrrp  of  £59.99. 
This  special  price  of  £149.99  offers  a  total 
mrrp  saving  of  £259.99,  inclusive  of 
carriage.  Please  allow  2S  days  for  delivery. 
If  you  are  not  completely  satisfied  return 
within  seven  days  for  a  full  refund.  Offer 
available  in  the  UK  only. 


Fill  in  the  coupon  and  send  together  with 
cheque  or  postal  order/s  (no  cash)  to: 

The  Times  Cutlery  Offer  FX221  PO  Box 
69.  Leighton  Buzzard,  Beds,  LU7  7ZD  or 
use  the  24  hour  order  line  bdow. 


TheTimesVmers  Silver-Plated 
Cuday  Offer 


Pncc  retries  postage  aid  padkmg-  ■  enctec  a  dxsjua'pcraffl 
entofe)  mod?  paw**:  la  Bie  times  FrtOO 

■<M yo  . .  ; 

OrdcWm/teca/VencarOiMrtw;  i 


l  Youmjy  MfomBtca  n  .iBm  noa  DftKri  mj,  in  & 

^  a  *!'*?«**  K1  parterre  bat.  Q 


FOR  ORDERS  PLEASE  TELEPHONE  0152^851945  (24  hours) 


toons  that  were  once  side-splittrngly 
funny. 

For  others  with  a  more  practical  bent  a 
downstairs  lavatoiy  is  a  necessity.  If  a 
small  child  is  caught  short  the  extra 
scramble  to  get  upstairs  to  the  bathroom 
could  spell  disaster,  while  the  potential 
for  family  rows  is  high  if  one  bathroom 
has  to  serve  in  the  pre-schooL  pre-work 
rash  hour. 

A  convenient  convenience  is  also  so 
much  more  handy  when  entertaining, 
and  you  can  spare  your  guests  the 
embarrassment  of  stumbling  about  up¬ 
stairs  trying  to  find  the  right  door  to  the 
lavatory. 

If  you  are  selling  your  house,  a 
downstairs  lavatory  is  an  asset  you 
should  show  off  to'  prospective  buyers, 
say  estate  agents.  It  may  be  the  proverbial 
smallest  room  but  has  a  universal  appeal 
Over  a  certain  price  level  many  buyers 
insist  on  it 

An  extra  lavatory  is  also  a  helpful 
addition  for  househumers  who  may  be 
elderly  or  perhaps  less  mobile  and  find 


A  downstairs  cloakroom  adds  value 

climbing  stairs  more  difficult  And  a 
downstairs  cloakroom  is  also  a  logical 
addition  if  you  are  offering  your  house 
for  sale  with  the  potential  for  an  extra 
bedroom  on  the  ground  floor. 

In  the  popularity' stakes  adding  an 
extra  lavatory  or  whole  bathroom  ranks 


.  as  the  third  most  common  addition  by 
home  owners,  behind  the  perennial 
attractions  of  a  new  kitchen  or  double 
glazing. 

It  may  also  enhance  the  value,  particu¬ 
larly  if  you  can  squeeze  in  a  lavatory  in  an 
unused  space  such  as  under  the  stairs  or 

in  a  basement  and  do  not  need  to  sacrifice 

room  anywhere  eke. 

The  cost  of  installing  an  extra 
lavatoiy  will  vary  considerably 

depending  on  the  ease  of  access  to 

outside  drains  and  cold  water  supply,  but 
you  can  expect  to  pay  around  E500.  The 
cost  of  the  lavatory  itself  will  start  at 
around  £100  —  much  more  if  you  have  a 
pemchanl  fora  mahogany  loo  seal  or  gold 

You  can  even  squeeze  in  an  extra  loo  In 

a  more  difficult  space  such  as  a  cellar.  A 
loo  with  a  special  pumping  unit  attached 
ran  overcome  the  problem  of  the  room 
bong  below  ground  level  or  some 
*  distance  horn  pipes. 

Once  installed,  you  can  hunt  out  your 
^rimg  profitiemy  certificates  and  half- 
finished  jumbo  crossword  puzzle  to  arfrf 
the  final  decorative  touch. 


PROPERTY 

NEWS 


■  A  THIRD  of  a  million 
people  each  year  move 
house  without  hiring  a 
removal  firm,  according 
to  Pickfords.  The  firm 
has  launched  Selfroove,  a 
service  providing  vehi¬ 
cles  with  tafl-llfts  and 
packing  materials,  and  a 
help  pack  with  video.  For 
a  brochure  ring  0800 
901010. 

■  THE  latest  Which? 
Guide .  to  Renting  and 
Letting  published  last 
week  (Which?  Books, 
£10.99)  offers  advice  for 
landlords  and  tenants  on 
the  1996  Housing  Act 
part  of  which  gives  land¬ 
lords  the  automatic  right 
to  evict  tenants. 

■  ONE  in  seven  rural 
households  live  in  pri¬ 
vate  rented  aooommoda-j 
non,  says  a  report  by  the  ■ 
Joseph  Rowntree  Foun¬ 
dation.  compared  with 
one  in  11  in  urban  areas. 
Just  16  per  cent  of  private 
rented  accommodation  is 
furnished  in  rural  areas, 
compared .  with  43  per 
cent  in  urban  areas. 

■  GARAGES  in  London 
can  cost  50  per  cent  more 
per  square  foot  than  the 
residential  properties 
around  them,  according 
to  agent  Douglas  &  Gor¬ 
don  in  Chelsea.  The  firm 
recently  sold  a  garage  in 
Chelsea  for  £70,000  on  a 
29-year  lease. 

■  MORE  than  half  the 
members  of  the  National 
Association  of  Estate 
Agents  think  the  stan¬ 
dard  of  local  education 
facilities  influences 
house  prices,  according 
to  a  recent  survey,  with 
many  buyers  looking  at 
schools  before  houses. 

■  THE  Middle  River,  a 
six-mile  salmon-rich 
stretch  of  the  River 
Beauly,  ten  miles  north¬ 
west  of  Inverness,  is  for 
sale  through  Knight 
Prank  (0131-225,  8171;  of¬ 
fers  over  £500,000). 
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Clare  Stewart  Amanda 
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ceBings  and  kitchen. 


HAMPSHIRE  -  '-  : :  ' 

Copelands  Cottage;  BrightstonaLane,  Farringdon..  Grade  H  Wad  ' 

1 7th-centufy  detached  vfflage  cottage,  wHhorigfaal  features.  In  a  J  * 
pretty  garden.  Four  bedrooms.bathroorn, shower  roam,  sitting  room 
with  ingtanookfirepteasarei  dread  own,  dra»^ig  room,dlnifW  room  - 
arxi  Wtchen/braaWaatrc^^Ooabtegarw  a>Ki  swtrrvriing  p<xl-  - 
About  £215.000  (Hamptons,  01420:66868}  '/.?  j  ; . ,  .  .  •  " 


east  sussex-  ■  •  •  '  -x  •• :  s  -. .  .'■  '-  ’-V 

Partrkigas,  Main  Street,  Ideq.^mtSusBBBC.  GradajfcBBiad  thatehBd  . 
16thK»rrtuiyfou3e 'irvin  haH-aore^ittBgsWdeii:  Four  bedrooms.: 
dresaingitun.  UiOHUW&tfKMni'rcomL  wtriH'roofiT.wto  Ingkmook' 
fireplace,  tfintag  roorfi,^gardmit>om  cloakroom.  Double  -  .f-y 
SafiageAWlcsikrp.r' 
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Golden  oldies  worth  another  spin 


An  old  house  that 
needs  restoring 
need  not  be  a 
liability  if  you  get 
the  right  advice 


Restoring  an  old  house  can  be 
an  anxious  time,  with  fears 
of  subsidence  and  rot,  blood 
sweat  and  tears,  and  huge 
expense.  But  for  the  brave  who  battle 
through  these  difficulties,  the  re¬ 
wards  are  great 

Today,  the  recovering  housing 
market  is  encouraging  more  people 
to  take  on  old  houses  whose  condition 
might  once  have  put  them  off. 

Business  has  been  brisk  for  estate 
agents.  Gluttons  of  Oxford  reports  the 
sale  of  13  properties  needing  substan¬ 
tial  restoration  since  the  spring,  from 
country  cottages  to  farmhouses.  But 
it  reoommenas  not  buying  an  old 
building  unless  you  are  prepared  to 
accept  its  particular  character,  warts 
and  all. 

You  must  adapt  to  a  house,  rather 
than  trying  to  iron  it  into  the  shape 
you  want,  says  Philip  Venning,  the 
secretary  of  the  Society  for  the 
Protection  of  Ancient  Buildings 
[SPAB),  founded  by  Wiliam  Morris 
in  1877. 

The  SPAB  publishes  a  list  of 
buildings  for  sale  of  historic  interest 
and  in  need  of  repair,  and  Save 
Britain's  Heritage  sells  2,000  copies 
of  its  annual  report  of  150  properties 
at  risk.  The  agent  Pavilions  of 
Splendour  specialises  in  selling  listed 
buildings  and  ruins. 

When  you  have  decided  on  your 
area  it  is  worth  contacting  the  local 
conservation  officer,  because  many 
councils  keep  a  register  of  houses 
needing  restoration  and  owners. 

Once  you  have  found  the  house,  be 
sure  you  realise  the  extent  of  the  work 
you  will  have  to  do,  because  these 
houses  can  be  bottomless  pits,  . and 
inevitably  you  will  discover  more 
needs  to  be  done  than  you  anticipate 
at  the  outset 

Get  to  knew  the  properly  thor¬ 
oughly.  The  more  you  know  about  it 
the  easier  it  will  be  for  you  to'brief  a 
professional  adviser  or  builder.  Look, 
for  anything  that  might  shed  light  on. 
how  the  property  was  buQt  arid  of 
problems  which  may  have  been  dealt 
with  successfully  long  ago. 

■  Take  as  much  advice  as  possible. 
Contact  die  SPAB  (which  runs  week¬ 
end  advisory  courses),  the  Georgian 
Group,  or  the  Victorian  Society,  all  of 
which  can  advise  on  anything  from 
specialist  workmen  to  restoration 
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Mark  and  Gillian  Archer  outside  Ringfield  House  in  Fownhope,  Herefordshire,  restored  for  £60,000  and  with  the  help  of  a  council  grant 


techniques.  Historic  Housecheck  pro¬ 
vides  a  yearly  site  inspection  for 
members  as  well  as  a  helpline. 

Seek  advice  from  a  surveyor  who  is 
expert  in  that  son  of  house  and 
period,  says  John  Gibson,  of  estate 
agent  Savflls.  ‘The  potential  faults  in 
a  timber-frame  house  are  completely 
different  from  those  in  a  brick  house, 
and  the  danger  is  that  a  non- 
specialist  will  either  over-worry  or 
miss  serious  faults,"  he  says. 

A  specialist  surveyor  can  ad¬ 
vise  on  about  how  much  to 
pay  for  the  house  by  calcu¬ 
lating  its  residual  value:  its 
worth  when  finished  minus  the 
projected  cost  of  the  restoration. 

If  the  building  is  listed  you  need 
building  consent  for  any  work,  inside 
or  out,  which  affects  the  character  of 
the  building.  Contact  your  local 
conservation  officer  to  discuss  wheth¬ 
er  an  application  is  necessaiy. 

Funding  for  such  work  can  be  hard 
to  come  by.  Grants  from  English 
Heritage  are  available  only  for  Grade 
I  and  U*  properties. 

But  the  news  is  not  all  bad.  Lenders 
are  now  more 'vailing  to  consider 
funding  delapidated  properties.  The 
Ecology  Building  Society,  for  exam¬ 
ple.  specialises  in  mortgages  for 
properties  in  need  of  renovation.  And 


some  councils  provide  alternative 
forms  of  funding,  such  as  grants  for 
energy  conservation. 

Once  you  have  bought  the  proper¬ 
ty,  Ian  Homersham  of  John  D.  Wood 
says,  stan  with  the  essentials,  even 
though  the  results  might  not  be  so 
obvious.  “Get  all  possible  work  done 
before  you  move  in.  Don’t  think  that 
you  will  do  phase  one  and  live  in  it, 
because  by  the  time  phase  two  comes 
along  you  could  suffer  severe  disrup¬ 
tion." 

Mr  Venning  of  the  SPAB  adds: 
“Remember  that  a  house  will  have 
problems,  such  as  damp,  for  a 
reason;  not  just  because  it  is  old. 
There  are  lots  of  materials,  such  as 
timber,  which  have  survived  and  are 
strong,  even  though  they  may  look 
moth-eaten.  Find  the  reason  for  a 
problem  before  hying  to  solve  it" 

Amanda  Loose 

•JohnD.  Wood.  0171-7309854. 

Clintons  Oxford,  01865  793900.  Society 
J6r  the  Protection  of  Ancient 
Buildings  (SPAB), 0171-377 1614.  Save 
Britain's  Heritage,  0171-2383336. 
Pavilions  of  Splendour.  0181-348 1234. 
Georgian  Group. 0171-387 1720. 

Victorian  Society.  0181-994 1019.  Historic 
Housecheck,  17Daleham  Mews. 

London  NW35DB.  Savilts.  01245  26931). 
English  Heritage.  01759733000.  The 
Ecology  Building  Society. 01535 635933. 


HOUSE  THAT  REVEALED  SECRETS 
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MARK  AND  Gillian  Archer 
bought  Ringfield  House,  a  Grade 
Ii  listed  six-bedroom  home  in 
Fownhope.  Herefordshire  for 
El 40. 000  in  1992  through  the 
property  list  published  by  the 
Society  for  the  Protection  of 
Ancient  Buildings  (SPAB). 

"We  love  old  houses  and  liked 
the  idea  of  bringing  one  back  to 
life,"  says  Dr  Archer,  who  works 
in  the  City  of  London  and  has  just 
become  treasurer  of  the  SPAB. 
“My  wife  works  for  the  National 
Trust  so  we  are  both  interested  in 
conservation  rather  than  inappro¬ 
priate  restoration." 

The  couple's  bank  advised  them 
that  the  house  they  had  their  eyes 
on  was  a  potentially  ruinous 
liability,  but  they  were  not  put  off. 

Dr  Archer  says:  "It  was  in  the 
recession.  Banks  and  building 
societies  were  very  wary  of  any 
property  in  poor  repair.  It  was 
almost  impossible  to  get  a  mort¬ 
gage  and  house  insurance." 

The  couple  learnt  the  benefits  of 
taking  expert  advice  early  on. 
They  were  advised  by  one  struc¬ 


tural  engineer  to  strip  off  all  the 
plaster  to  inspect  the  timber  frame 
underneath.  “It  would  have  been 
unnecessary.  There’s  too  much 
alarmist  advice  handed  out  about 
old  buildings.  We  tried  to  repair 
as  much  as  possible  and  replace 
as  little  as  we  could." 

TTie  couple  got  a  conservation 
grant  of  £3,000  for  some  of  the 
work  after  contacting  Hereford 
and  Worcester  district  council. 

“THE  HOUSE  hadn't  been  lived 
in  for  eight  years  but  was  structur¬ 
ally  sound.  The  work  took  about 
nine  months  and  cost  about 
£60,000  in  total,"  Dr  Archer  says. 

Much  of  the  task  involved 
undoing  poor  work  which  had 
been  done  before;  but  they  did 
find  a  few  surprises:  two  fire¬ 
places  with  Georgian  grates  and 
the  original  roof  and  pilasters  of  a 
Georgian  porch,  which  they  in¬ 
tend  to  rebuild. . 

“But  don't  restore  an  old  prop¬ 
erty  because  you  expect  to  make 
money,"  Dr  Archer  says,  “do  it 
because  you  enjoy  iL" 
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NORTH  OF  THE 
THAMES 
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kitchen,  origin*  teams,  on  i 


113  yn  Lease  CISftMO. 
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ISLINGTON 
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£3904001 
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7  MINUTES 
TO  THE  CITY 


dor  IhJgtm,  London  Ilf 
2/3  ted  apartments  in 
fashionable  King  ion  opposite 
Essex  toad  SR  Staaon. 

-  Excellent  specification 

-  Daytime  porterage 

-  Resident  careraker 

■  24  hr  CCTV  security 

■  Strong  reran  demand 
Men  from  Cl  49.500 


Open  cfaty  1030am -S3flpra 
-  ntDNDogat 


0171  359  5259 


KENSINGTON  & 
CHELSEA 


Mo*  042300. 

_ 1 _ _  0171-737 

9777/0171  244  8188 


KENSINGTON  & 
CHELSEA 


THE  UTTLE  BOLTONS 
SffM 

■rtaUtael 
JakavtalM. 

IcamX  total  ub.  bin 
lAh.  mea.  CHW.C&. 


emvrmi 
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KNIGHTSBRIDGE 
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B  tad  p ndm  tx  6*00 pW 

Sol*  BPM  gat  0171  a 66  <700 


ESSEX 


Retirement  in 
Love  jo  if  Land 


Untainted  by  (he 
'  commuter  belt  spread. 
North  Mill  Place,  Halstead 
has  excel  lent  local  fiadMties 
with  the  renowned 'peace 
and  tranquility  of  an 
English  Courtyani. 
Unusually  Large  retirement 
houses  and  flats  are  avail¬ 
able  at  this  spacious,  land¬ 
scaped  development  -  from 
£147,500. 

Freephone  0600  454  G26 
quoting  ref  ND4 


“CONCERNING  A  MINI  -  PENTHOUSE  IN 
KENSINGTONS 

*St2gfi geSXBSSmSBSSaST 

QmI  MraHywSU pottrndllP*Ltag  Span.  5  oigdfe  waft  It  Tote 

uw wSadnoBt FrtnSe  VtitttidfaomgWNS  £149.000  or 
H«MHr»Wlpm^*i295p.w. 

View  Saturday &SundByii4XMoitfoo  Hat  174 
Chatawpflh  Court  Pembroke  Rd  W8 
Tel  0181  9484997-0171  6105135 


Hamilton  Terrace,  Sc.*  John’s  Wood,  NW8 

A  ntnr  oppornmfay  »  acquire  a  doubic  fronted  detached 
Freehold  period  bo*«  etaaied  in  thit-prestisiatK  tree  l  ined 
■  di(KUB|h£u«.  Wldbi  in  need  of  modernisation.  the  bode 
SoJnajdanypcrioil  (ektore*  and  ptowd**  *r*doa»»nd  well 
*  psoptictiCted  family  acooBuncxhtxon  {3d5nr732£3  sq  ft) 
ami^werfourflooiafc«ii««»?TWe«hci^(>^ 

QutmAf  raqjed  as  S  Bedrooms.  2  Bathroom*.  Dnoffae  Roora. 
Room,  lGaica,  Go«t  Cloakretwi,  Sdf^MotaineJ 
lower  Ground  Bn»  Fbt  amy  tdng  BcAoraa,  Bathrooin, 

Reception  Rmto  &Khdm. 
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DANIEL  SMITH 
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KENSINGTON  & 
CHELSEA 


Prime  Freehold 
unmodeniiscd  family 
boose  with  luge  garden 
Sooth  Kensington/ 
Chelsea  boandea  SW7. 
4  storey,  2300  sq  ft. 
(PataHia]  Stfa  flrl 
offers  in  excess  of 
iXSOfiOOstc 
0171  823  1939  Ref  AS 
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£200000.  Brectac 
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KENT 


PtUCKLET,  Otaiqim 
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0MB  832d7?  QtaonWtaW 
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Udi  wk,  USE^oa  bolganl 
1*  01622  817909  lOtOcm) 
01622  832S77  tHwa  *  Wkiadal 


SCOTLAND 


uufi  iho  mbabli.  An  ifcaillfi 
01260  874441  T _ 


PULBOROUGH. 

Stpoti  <fc»m  tad  den  wddtaea 
pedre  Hoan  u  the  Rirer  6m. 
Lem  renatata  Near  Horn  ai  a 
whaHenwiilwdcwami 
rfwrt  dtaont  Erwn  die  t 
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TKiptkjB  TOOTB.  b4l  fciid 
tkehaVbradd»  reon,  edlqi. 
donUaandMijpn(pB. 
£199,950 

Burfonb  New  Homes 
01403  242949 


MORTGAGES 


M0ttT8M8  HBURD  1  w,  ay 
ip  ■uuim  col  Bnkiupm 
Wo  accnnata  01663  764836 


SURREY 


HAMPTON  WKX  ^ 
I  A  nor  ita.4  wwinr  of  dem  nw. 
iqle  4  bedmeiTL  2  bediaan 
mmiemartqrpadeoatfvd 
dw.Oomvfepta  radon 

I  {Wtarbo  30  RkK}.  bsf  tok  Rqrti 
hds,  nvtrTtaiias  aid  IGobibb 
man  eenre.  Rm)  New. 


Braettm- 
RoBHmdEKami 
01819779m 


NEW  HOMES 


Westbur^P 

SOMERSET 

In  the  delightful  village  of  Chilton 
Pol den  (4  2>  miles  east  of  J23,  M5J  fust 
15  detached  now  homes  in  3  styles  by 
Wasibury.  4  or  5  bedrooms,  large  plots, 
double  garage  and  high  specification. 
Various  purchase  options  including 
fiuH  Value  fort  Exchange*.  Prices 
are  from  £155,000  to  £1 99,950. 
Cdl  for  on  invitation  to  the 
VIP  launch  of  our  showhome. 

Toh  (01278)  723460. 

■Ontao»dptei^»aditalntanndcaa(afanL 


SURREY 


REIGATE 

SatwKHn  ZM  bom 


aqA*  farely  tana  hi  ■  nta 
ssmno-  S  bads.  2  on  auto  pha 

tamOv  bdtKxmv  4  me  roama. 

Snadknchnnwth 


oonaavatay  owrtbotdng 
Barton.  Mcfado.  flaraoea. 
£435,000 

01737222868 

0973411140 


OVERSEAS 

PROPERTY 


r  SOUTH  AFRICA  * 
11  am  ansodad  prop,  antfict 
CxmIBi  oT  ttiplatei  rtounata/ 
N.Wcstof  JoTang.  Star 
teaage.  IhcddnechadcDB,  1  bad 
b^ov,  1  bad  raodlHL  P/b  ttf7 
Mriobop,  mp  im  far  5  on.  1 
Iga  bam,  xnaoa  quartan.  120  irnic 
[r«o  in  orttad.  Vnry  amaoha^ 
soMed  prop,  land  ax*S  *oba 
imdfnr  itaakynarn. 

£754)00. 

Tri/Tid/Fax: 

01816462144. 


BALEARICS 


TAYLOR  WOODROW  llawiea 

Vtaaa  m  2  &  3  tad  apaatnanta. 


GIBRALTAR 


tayumi  wwunonrffi  _ 

■  Lamarr  Apaittana  bwF 
laoniaa  from  6160k,  Malar  Tu 

Bamftu.  Patau*  AttaetnaaOK 

fQ1711 2fr*S31(Vra»  702  2377 


FRANCE 


SOUTH  OF  FRANCE 

(Nr  5l  TtopeiL  Horae  &  garage 
for  sale  -  CaTalanr-Sur-Ma". 
InctiHire  of  fnnijeae.  finores 
tieepi  6rtJ.  teje  pma 
On  new  coreptex  wUhlarp:  shared 
pool  Qa»a  ft  exdnane. 
Ctorngy  prodacing  income  boa 
letting  id  BtitiA  reddens. 

Pi  111  IMjIMTT  (or  negotiation  if 
pntdmed  tai  UK  aaflng) 

CaB  01344  4KZ5L 


FRANCE 


LANGUBXICHINBtVOK 
Scdaded  warn  fantana  and 
ndhoUaf  (anraL  B  aotaj  i 
hab  HBagraarauKhd  bfCichar 
oaaanr  and  vtaarardL  25  tam 
acnti  atOnaraM.  3  mtoa  boa. 
■aapofc  »8a*a.  M  he*.  2  -at. 
badw,  naam,  captaw  Ratag  waar. 


Kt  <i«woa  ™  oi7i  m  was 
or  01 71 277  4548 


CHANNEL  ISLANDS 


AIXODOEY,  BELL  8  CO,  UlaMTa 
BMan  aaaaia  aaaaia.  Prbcaa 
from  e&5jOOa  No  purcAMtoH 
retttledeaw  for  Brtdata  anbtaeta 
or  ED  laaaiTiaia.  Fraa  atom 
book  nc-3  Vfanatia  at-Aldaa- 
2G42.FU: 
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ITALY 


TOSCANY  A  OmbaU.  A  cmmiUn 
aalaetton.  Baatoatloa  8  natal 

■anfBwnawtoa».IIWUa 

0171  268  8999  (Wj  0468 


68  8999  (Wj  i 

(anaMdi)  0*Lr 


SPAIN 


MARBELLA 
OLD  TOWN 


lemca.  Ctaeo  Onmga  Gquara. 

CBSaOOO. 

Ring  Carrie  Jones. 
0171  5893926. 


COSTA  DH.  SOI.  Nan  h  it*ato 
(Dai  iapuuma  (ran  Ml)a> 
to  Soto^anda.  Golf,  back 
Narlna  ae  Cmiaalrf,  £GOk  -  EE 
mtMnn.  Bnidiua  OHH.  71 
YoeUar  Bow  Cambrior. 

Santa  0iZf6  E76281 


USA 


RjOMDA  HOMES  Orttado  and 
■Golf  Com.  Guanuad  rental 
01202  MWOd 


LONDON  RENTALS 


BROOK  QRffif  WH  ChartnUXJ 
parfod  tattaga  wfth  3  bada,dfal 
recap,  band  tab  Ui  ft  siauy  (Ida. 
Pntnlatad  by  Ttadgaere  OtfMT. 
■ybO  tnoald.  Cor  lrraf  E350JSW. 

0171  6036181 


NEW  HOMES 


COX  HOMES 


VILLAGE  HOMES 
in  the 

COTSWOLDS 
VALE  OF  EVESHAM 
and  WARWICKSHIRE 

SmaH  exclusive  developments  in  attractive  vaiage 
locations  often  within  conservation  areas, 
inducting  country  cottages,  bam  conversions  and 
distinctive  detached  houses. 

PRICES  FROM  £125,000  to  £200,000 

A.NfM,  CO* HOMES 

CaillOf  Abbey  Gate,  Evesham 

colour  brochure 

01386765111 


LONDON  RENTALS 


KNIGHTSBRIDGE 


Teh  0181  567  5896 


NOTTING  HILL, 
Wll 

SoalAd  tatatad  On  cn  S  Aaon  Jtaa 
oITtanack  Bta.  Lav  b*U  i 


llinreBmn 

«75pw. 

Please  rootad  Robert 
Pullen  oo  0171  250  34M  or 
0181 674  JM08 


BARBICAN  3  bd  fonalahed  nai  on 
2nd  Boot  at  block  with  24hr 
Pukmg 

-  “  Freak  Bank 


ponat  nrem  ai 

£395  pw  Hln  1  jrr  Freni 

A  Co  0171  600  7000. 


BABSK&  Family  Hoa mm.  Clou  to 
•ntoga  A  nznaporf.  4  bad,  3 
bMb,  dbla  neap,  now  Mich/ 
braak.  Gdn.  Good  coed.  CGOOpw. 
AraU  ha.  01B1  563  8333. 
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red  UU. 

dacor. C32S  an*  Olfll  8787838 


1 8  tad.  3  tab. 


PA8X  NWS  La  Item  2 
Raubireftakredbl 
pw.Oiai  9B3B911T 


roily  InoStad.  £2ZOpw  0171 

3S2  0816  or  0171 4M  1202  W. 


CLAJPHAM  Old  Tom.  SWA.  Fur- 
uUbad  Oat  Nawty  ref  mb.  2 
dbla  bota.  crew  bom  and  Ml.  Jqo 
tetaoMInlM,  shared  gda,  aUaa 
to  Totw,  Crenrerey  OM  Tom 
mtataa.  p ret,  only.  Dap  and 
a  90  yw.  Toll 


0171 


required. 
498  64 i 


rlor  dea  1  bod  Qal  tins  Tkn  6 
wawhi  ntnn  tot  OSOpm 
0973  753618  no 


S  bad 

WU- 


gcoa  Snare.  Iiuuire;  enter, 

ty  rafurta'd  FIOOO  rnr  Freak 

’  6  Co  Ol7l  600  7000 


LONDON  RENTALS 


TO  LET 


COUNTY  HALL 


WESTMINSTER  BUDGE 
lwvmy  AnumamS 
FimOSar  « 

■  Ibifilaaa  Tta  -  Adr  Pirretal 
•  MnJk  ffctoch  A  Loan  Co«4=  i 
rOUOYHAU, 
LETTWCCa 
.0171 620 1  MIL 


BRYANSTONSQ 
'  W1 

nactowetaUBA  onandand 

bw  ataanMU  win  nMn 

■Art  amfcn.3tai  wags 

badeoni.  3  nnpHara. 

itotanUnl 

a  ,i00pw  m. taUta 


T.IOOrarooo.* 

TfinmyS 7 

TeU  01481  63390. 


KPWnnOMAMyamla  «BBpw. 
La  s ft  VO.  UI  1  dbod  *  rec  + 

. 


.  0171 ' 


119/ 


LITTLE 

■podaliata  tn  1m ling  flat*.  1 
Vtekare  »  Co  0171  289  1 


692 


MOTTWa  MU.  W2.  Snob  vl 
■panning  5  (loon.  5  fcoda. 
bita,  3  reepa,  coaaare,  atjui] 
kit.  ana  (are  ♦  roof  Mtr,  gdn. 
£775  pw.  Tak  0171  339  844K 


MW  8  -  Bundfal  S  tad,  4  batb 


gas*# 


0171  7S1  7333 


MW  8  -  Lana 

bub  Oat  to,  _ 


NW  8  -  Stoning  3  tad,  2  taU 
■won,  doaa  to  Tata  and  ai 
nhlw.  Ann  wiib  2  pm* 


tohad.  £660  pw.0181 731 7833 


MCWTi  FK  2  mlaa  La  M  » 

2  bd  2  bch  FT  Nr  Tnta  £»2S  pw 
CUT  Lata  0171  488  1458 


ST.  JOMBS  WOOD  An  fmlatad 
brlghi  1  tad  ftoi  la  pariarad 
block  witJ,  Uft.£22Sp« bactog 
bw.  mu  tnta.  0171905  22SS 


«T  JAMtt  MM  5  mini  hre  too  2 
bd  2  bib  W  pko  Hr  Tata  £325 
pw  Qiy  La  to  0171  488  1458 


ST  JOHNS  1 


baa,  tit.  2  bad.  2  batb,  recap. 


£295] 


i  ru  mi. 


SSo-SftSMffi 


FUHAM  8WB  Cloaa  Tnta  4  bad. 
4  Doth.  aate.  flnad  Mi  rear 


P/qST 


iiw.  0171 
Ir  Co 


HAMBtSMITlf  La  Igo  Sbd,  2 
M  bib,  pk  g.  Nr  Tuba  4-  21m.  0 10 
teaw  Lato  0171  488  I458| 


HYT>£l>KW2.4bd3  bULdWtoga 
■anfaro.  Ufl  tartar  la  areaaton 
bBL  £660  mi.  0171  724  9919 


tSUHCTON  ai  lure 


IntAbad  2  bad  iprttan  Qai  wltb 
all  and  ma  and  claanab  Earn 
aeaaaa  re  City  A  Ware  End.  E2EO 
pw  ♦  MPa.  Pali  0171  226  4572 


MS  IMBHA  C8T  4IG  bad  Hi  reap 

Oat,  2  baiboL  nafaro.  portared 

£700  pw  nog.  Awon  k 

~  \m  0171 

171  244  9838  F 


Lawia  Pro  party 

244  9911  TO! 


W1  Marfftolr  (Park  Lanai.  Umuy 

Si.  oh,  all  agianlrtaa, 

BOpw4teto.Q171  495  1208. 


COUNTRY  RENTALS 


N  EocMa*wH 
IntaraarlTig  cboicb  conrantoiL 
Spa  mtbhw.  6  bnh,  2  neap. 
Rural  afllaQa  location  coawa- 
atoni  NvwIhut  oka  and 
Baaltoiwlohn.  lEOOOOpao. 
Tain  tana  01488  668797. 


RETIREMENT 

HOMES 


English  Courtyard  have  a  limited  number  of  luxury 
rvtiremenl  house?.  &  dais  arailable  ai:- 

East  Ilsley,  Berkshire  -  Upton-upon-Sevwn,Worcs 

Soufii  Petherton,  Somerset  -  Puddletown,  Dorset 
Prices  from  £98.5110  h<  H55jn00 
hm  itafs^i°DC  gnotinp  ref  RD2  ^ 


COUNTRY  RENTALS 


COLDINGHAM 

Bmick'f. 
OrenmlDi;  dbL  (n 
BMtodBtoadt  Tow  co 
dmhDld  arecy  ctf  b  mr.'Jn, 
awva  aarellME  atand  Jbei. 
Ikwngh  bange.  Igr  hbour  -jvinj; 

bLCupacddfcniJcd 

recently.  Ip  tabor  renne  Ir*.  an 
cloak  axe  Sq*  Gdre.  Ural  a 
rear.  Shed  A  Igc  band  anh  irv 
of  bach  Ire.  Onner  more 
■mod  wok  caring  a.flj  J  Urn 
Aooociol  rewanL  UJiDk  place  fur 
dokkre  A  poreob  loo.  Foil 
dead*  bn  rear  tavra. 

01*907  716l». 


ANDOVER 

netaresqae  viDaer  of  KnnpMi. 
tmo  cottage.  3  bed.  ?  bahs.  KrQ  4 
eqaipped  kkehen.  folly  furuabnl  ,j 
fittfaeay coaimMiug ifcnocarnf  !« 
LooJob.  Cofflrfly  hwtpl  jnJ  |jp  ^ 

P*ii  Rrirmrr*  .mri  liqbm  !' 

required.  A*ul  Hum  Ifch  VhsL 

Td.  01264  772467  u 


BLETCH1NGLY  June 
M23/25.  Rooms  to  let  in 
Mansion  Hpok.  luxury 
faciliiJes.  Swinuziin^  V  b!. 
tenaia  com.  sauna.  gy:n. 

country  walks. 
KI.RPHANT  &  CASTLE 
1  bed  flal  to  let. 

10  min  walk  city  jit  ftitv 

TcfcOlKl  660  3106. 


HENLEY  OXON 

brick  aod  Hw  ramwal  I 
uTbaooidevilbpr  uf  ii 
ShipUfa.  Uofnntthcii  5  beds.  2  I' 
boiln.  Lap  IdoAra.  dreiofi  and 
■atiog  mo  I  ear  panfen-adul 

cbOdbre.  Baw  lor  ooraje.  SuUh^- 
and  pregf  eoold  he  be  jvaikibL- 
nearby  1 1rre  reanl  Loodret 
EUHpenng 
Valerio  Fader 
014*1  57W90  day. 


DORSET/WILTSHIRE 

BORDER 

Hamlet  benrem  Stehcbury  ad 
Mere.  Nrer  A303  tt  Fbmfiro 
nation.  }  bed  semWesutad 
reap,  ttrlnrfnri  garden  and 

aaMdhii 

OfiSpon 

TeL  01747  860671 


r- 


ENGLISH  LAKE  DSnuCT  * 

Udhorewy  Lakeland  aac-c 
Ujtatf  tinared  b  brre  crcaaiij 
on  the  tide  ef  the  td  owrfookine 
laka  Whdmare.  Staopc  10,  open 
Em.  food  kketon  bcStioi.  S  mm 
waft  tan  (fcovSap,  evtikble  tor 
kwtMta  EasiwA 
bmv  Mtaot  hoBdayc.  OiOpm 
Td.  M53M  4130B  far  UL  iron-, 
■dbookagfann. 


2  bad 

■OHM  elMkraom.  Enehsed  gaa^ 
dan  wltb  Mows  am  open  ctjoa- 
bykbto.  Arefebb  anfmmMwd. 
lant  on  aptlliffailnn,,  Latter 
Sbrebnra  <p!993)  B2232S 


-  BatteSttofca  S 
wins  ol  a  country 
boa*  vIO  lga  w*U  maintained 
gdn.  3M  reeapa,  475  tada.  ntabi 
US  acta  ¥«  kt  CljOoO  pera. 
LtoM  FOm  012S6  474647 
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HOMESWAP 


Inner-city  residential  areas  are  up-and-coming.  Rachel  Kelly  looks  at  the  rebirth  of  Clerkenwell 


ADRIAN  SHERRATT 


What  hie  same  money  will  buy  around  the  country 


..i  .* J .VM.SWft--'-1 


.  >  »}«’  * 


Development  of  Clerkenwell  is  taking  on  an  American  flavour  with  abandoned  factories  being  converted  into  loft-style  Oats,  echoing  New  York's  trendy  SoHo  area 


A  2B-year  leases  on  this  double-front ed  five  bedroom  period 
house  in  Park  Street,  Mayfair,  wffl  set  you  back  £1 .45m. 
(Knight  Frank,  0171-629  8171) 


For  El  .25m  you  could  buy  this  palatial  six-bedroom  country 
house,  in  five  acres  of  formal  gardens,  near  Famham,  Surrey. 
Deter  den  House  boasts  an  indoor  swimming  pool,  guest  suite, 
staff  cottage,  stable  yard,  tennis  court  and  views  across  the  Wey 
Valley.  (Hamptons.  0171  -193  6222) 


With  £1 .35m  to  spend  in  rural  Oxfordshire,  you  could  afford  this 
restored  Grade  II  listed  Jacobean  mansion  with  its  own  IfHrote 
golf  course,  in  200  acres,  near  Banbury.  North  Aston  Halt  has 
15  bedroom  suites,  great  hafl,  four  reception  rooms  and  a  roof 
garden,  plus  coach  house,  flat  and  garaging  for  four  cars. 

(John  D.  Wood  01865  311522) 

CHERYL  TAYLOR 


Some  call  It  London’s  new 
Notting  Hill.  Others  label  it 
the  capital's  version  of 
TriBeCa  or  SoHo  in  New 
York.  Whatever  you  dub  it,  Clerken¬ 
well  has  become  the  focus  of  property 
developers  and  the  fashionable  set 
The  former  industrial  buildings  of 
the  area  close  to  die  City,  encompass¬ 
ing  Smithfield  and  some  City  fringes, 
are  being  transformed,  blurring  the 
line  dividing  residential  west  London 
and  professional  east  London. 

One  of  the  busiest  developers  in  (he 
area  is  Bee  Bee  Developments,  cre¬ 
ator  of  some  of  the  most  dramatic  loft 
conversions.  It  has  recently  bought 
the  Clerkenwell  Estate,  a  shabby 
eight-acre  site,  to  refurbish  tenanted 
commercial  buildings  and  turn  oth¬ 
ers  into  homes. 

Alfie  Bulier,  who  works  for  the 
company,  says;  "People  now  want  to 
Jive  in  central  London  again.  The 
inner  rily  is  coming  back  to  life.  1  am 
moving  to  Clerkenwell  because  it  is 
such  good  value  with  a  village  feel. 

“When  you  think  that  by  the  year 
2003  the  country  will  need  four  towns 
the  size  of  Milton  Keynes  to  cope  with 
the  demand  for  housing,  it's  vital  that 
places  like  Clerkenwell  start  living 
again.  The  development  of  inner 
cities  is  helping  to  stop  the  cancer  of 
urban  sprawl." 

Jon  Spitteri  owns  the  St  John 
Restaurant  in  Clerkenwell.  which 
occupies  about  half  a  block  by 
Smithfield.  “In  terms  of  space 
Clerkenwell  is  perfect,"  he  says. 
‘People  are  fed  up  with  the  tradition¬ 
al  residential  areas  and  want  to  move 
away  yet  still  be  in  touch.  There  is  a 
cosmopolitan  mix  of  people  here  — 
City  workers  rub  shoulders  with 
artists  and  architects.  It’s  unpreten¬ 
tious  and  refreshing." 


A  hint  of  New  York 


in  old  London  town 


Ben  Richardson  is  the  managing 
director  of  Metro  Imaging,  a  com¬ 
pany  specialising  in  photographic 
processing,  and  has  been  in  die  area 
for  eight  years.  “There  is  a  creative, 
media-orientated  atmosphere  in 
Clerkenwell,"  he  says.  “It  makes 
urban  living  interesting,  and  al¬ 
though  the  area  can  sometimes  seem 
a  bit  grotty  in  places,  it  has  managed 
to  retain  a  certain  charm." 

Stephen  Hurfbrd.  of  the  estate 
agent  Hurford  Salvi  &  Carr, 
emphasises  the  area's  convenience. 
“You  live  in  a  community,  but  yet  you 
can  walk  to  the  City  in  five  minutes, 
while  Soho  is  only  15  minutes  away. 
The  plaoe  is  really  taking  off.  We  have 
17  developments  going  on,  and  have 
already  sold  two.  Lt  is  going  wild.  The 
place  is  alive." 

Developments  indude  a  new 
scheme  in  St  John  Street  by  The  City 
Loft  Company.  Flats  in  the  first  phase 
are  bring  sold  for  £100  a  square  foot 
The  building  was  previously  the  Dr 
Scholl  shoe  factory.  Built  in  the  1950s. 
in  red.  brick  with  steel  frame  win¬ 
dows.  20  flats  are  planned,  with 
parking  spaces  in  the  basement 
There  will  be  four  split-level  pent¬ 
houses.  thanks  to  the  addition  of  two 
new  levels. 

Other  developers  include  Pam  lion 
Properties,  which,  with  Frogmore. 


six-storey  Grade  II  listed  building. 
Residents  praise  the  area.  Hilary 
Gibbs,  a  wine  merchant,  has  lived 
here  for  14  years.  “Although  we  miss 
out  on  greenery  and  parks. 
Clerkenwell  is  central  and  conve¬ 
nient"  she  says.  ■■ 

“I  love  firing  here.  While  you  are 
not  constantly  bumping  into  people 
you  know,  there  is  a  relatively  stable 
population.  Many  of  the  rid  shops 
are  still  run  by  the  same  people, 
which  means  that  you  get  tire  service. 
My  dry  cleaner  will  defiver  if  1  am  too 
busy  to  pick  it  up." 


Lindsay  EtcheUs  struck  by 
strong  sense  of  community 


has  several  sites.  Another  developer 
is  Manhattan  Lofts,  which  pioneered 
development  with  its  Summer  Street 
conversion  in  1992. 

New  RiverHead.  a  joint  venture  by 
the  Berkeley  Group,  Manhattan 
Lofts  and  Thames  Water,  has  fiats  on 
Rosebery  Avenue  from  £100.000  in  a 


In  August  1994.  Lindsay  EtcheUs 
and  her  partner  moved  from  a 
flat  in  Balham.  south  London, 
to  a  derelict  .  building  in 
CierkenwelL  Despite  its  inner-city 
location  the  couple  believe  that  .the 
place  has  maintained  its  village 
atmosphere.  •  .'•••- 

“Since  moving  in  we  have  been 
struck  by  the  strong  sense  of  com¬ 
munity  that  exists  among  residents  of 
all  ages  and  backgrounds,  which, 
everyone  is  committed  to  maintain¬ 
ing."  they  say. 

In  July  there  is-  the  annual 
Clerkenwell  festival,  .which  indudes 
concerts,  tea  dances  and  a  traditional 
fair. 

The  Etchdls'  house,  typically  in  an 


area  known  for  its  artisan  workshops 
and  studios,  had  been  used  as  a 
printing  works  for  more  than  SO 
years.  “We  do  not  believe  that  we 
could  have  found  such  an  unusual 
bunding  with  so  much  potential 
anywhere  else." 

It  was  this  mix  of  residential 
alongside  commercial  premises  that 
drew  the  couple  to  Clerkenwell. 
believing  that  it  would  have  a  more 
continental  feel  to  it. 

"We  thought  the  area  would  have  a 
different  atmosphere  during  the  week 
when  it  is  bustling  with  workers, 
compared  with  the  weekends.  This 
has  been  the  case  and  the  weekends 
are  extremely  quiet  and  pleasant." 
they  say. 

The  area  is  well  served  by  local 
shops  and  businesses.  “Clerkenwell 
has  strong  associations  with  the 
Italian  community  and  there  are 
some  superb  and  friendly  family-run 
Italian  delis  close  by. 

“There  are  also  some  excellent 
restaurants  and  more  appear  to  be 
opening  by  the  day.  After  working 
long  hours,  there  is  nothing  better 
than  walking  home  in  ten  minutes 
and,  if  the  fridge  is  bare,  popping  into 
The  Pleasant  or  Stephen  Bull  Tar  a 
meal"  • 

..  .The.couple  have  only  one  fear  that 
the  area's  increasing  popularity  and 
.  trendiness  will  adversely  affect  its 
character.  •  “Part  of  Clerkenwell's 
attraction  is  thai  it  is  a  mixed  inner- 
city  community  with  all  that  entails. 

■  It  is.  not  another  Hampstead  or 
Highgale  village  and  hopefully  never 
will  be."’ 


•  City  Loft  Company.  017 1-6 13  WOO.  Bee 
Bee  Developments,  017 1-336  0202.  . 
Manhattan  lofts.  017 1-63 1 1888.  Partition 
Properties.  0181-349 1991. 

•  Additional  research  by  Helen  Walters 


FAWCETT  STREET, 
SW10 


Id  good  decorative 
order,  a  line  south 
facing,  end-of 
terrace  period 
house  in  a  popular 
residential  street 


5  bedrooms, 

2  bathrooms, 

3  reception  rooms, 
kitchen,  study, 
cloakroom,  garden. 


JOHN  D  WOOD  &  CO. 


PEMBROKE 
GARDENS,  WS 


London  and  Country  Estate  Agents 


Established  1872 


.  A  bright,  weU- 
p  tanned  house  in 
excellent  decorative 
condition  with 
off-street  parking. 

4  bedrooms, 

2  bathrooms, 

4  reception  rooms, 

'  large  kitchen, 
cloakroom,  parking, 
garage/dining  room, 
front  and  rear 
gardens. 


Freehold 


£750,000 


SURREY  -  ShHlinglee  Park,  Cbiddingfold  Price  Guide:  £150,000 
With  outstanding  views  over  parkland  and  open  countryside,  an  elegant  first  floor  apartment 
in  a  magnificent  ISth  century  country  boose  adjoining  a  private  golf  course,  2  double 
bedrooms,  bathroom,  drawing  nn,  kitchen,  garage,  use  or  delightful  communal  gardens. 
WINCHESTER:  01962  863131 


KENSINGTON: 
*  0171-727  0705 


LONDON  OFFICES 


COUNTRY  OFFICES 


BATTERSEA: 

BELGRAVIA: 

CHELSEA: 

FULHAM: 

KENSINGTON: 

MAYFAIR: 


0171-228  0174 
0171-730  9854 


0171-3521484 

0171-7314223 


0171-727  0705 


0171-408  0055 


ST  JOHN'S  WOOD:  0171-722  5556 


WANDSWORTH:  0181-8713033 


WIMBLEDON: 


0181-944  7172 


HEAD  OFFICE: 

CIRENCESTER: 

EAST  GRIN STEAD: 

FARNHAM: 

LYM1NGTON: 

NEWBURY: 

OXFORD 

WINCHESTER: 
HONG  KONG: 


0171-493  4106 


01285  642244 
.  01342326326 
01252  737115 


01590  677233 


01655  523225 
01865  313522 

01962863131 


00  852  2  872  5146 


26  CURZON  STREET,  LONDON  W1Y  SLD 
0171-493  4106  FAX:  0171-629  6071 


ROYAL  VICTORIA  PATRIOTIC  BUILDING,  SW18  Leasehold  £139,000 
On  the  1st  Or  of  an  historic  building  on  Wandsworth  Common,  a  high  ceilmged  studio  flab 
Studio  rm  75m  \  63m  t24'6  X  379)  inc.  kitchen  &  raised  bed  &  bath  arse,  separate  dk. 
WANDSWORTH:  0181-871 3033 


LETTINGS  AND  MANAGEMENT 
To  let  your  house  or  flat:  Central  London  0171-491 4311 
North  London  0171-722  3336  Wimbledon  &  Surrey  0181-946  9447 
South  of  the  M4  01256  398004  North  of  the  M4  01865  311522 


BATHURST  MEWS,  W2  Lease  to  2094  £349,500 
Close  to  Hyde  Park  and  Paddington  Station,  a  newly  refurbished  mews  house, 
drooms,  bathroom,  shower  room,  cloakroom,  reception  room,  study,  kitchen,  garage 
MAYFAIR.-  0171-408  0055 
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OXFORDSHIRE  -  Betzi.dk  Salome  Price  Guide:  £3504500 
A  detached  house  in  a  rural  setting  about  5  miles  from  Wallingford-  5  beds,  2  baths,  4  reaps, 
kit.  nblity.  dk.  d We  garage,  mature  gdjo.  ground*  &  woodland.  About  0.65  ha  (1j6  acres). 
OXFORD:  01865  311522 


HAMPSHIRE-  New  Forest  Price  Guide:  £295,000 
Alight,  well  presented  detached  house  with  glorious  rural  views  over  the  Bridrc  Valley  5 beds, 
2  baths,  2  receps.  kit.  nblity,  sun  rm,  garage,  gdn.  Forest  Right  of  Pasture.  About  0.1  ha  (03  acre). 

PAUL  JACKSON:  01590  674413  JOHN  D  WOOD  &  CO:  01590  677233 


OXFORDSHIRE -Drayton  St  Leonard  Price  Guide: £300,000  ' 

About  8  Qxfa^amral  siting  a  bath, 

OXFORD:  01865  313522  . 
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TO  ADVERTISE  CALL: 
CALL:  0171  6806860 
FAX:  0171 4819313 
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SHOPAROUND 


From  cuoes  to  wardrobes 

bookcases, shelves 


THEN  FIT  01®  NEW  AIR  POROUS 
BEDDING  COVERSTO 
GUARANTEE  A  ia»  SEAL 
Send  fw  vfctafe  &  VAT  rannption  ‘ 
Allergy  Relief  ProdarwJjd,  Maasjdo 
House.  Mansion  RnaiSOIS  3  BP 
Tefc  01703  224793/332919 
Fax:  01703  33319 


Use  and  improve  your  FRENCH 

*  Read  oor  a neks  and  short  stoiW  in  French 
Speak  the  language  better 

*  Learn  more  about  Fiance  and  French  life 

vhh  the  help  of  our  popular  and  umque  range  of 
French  language  products: 

Lo  V5r  Outre-Manche;  Le  magazine  en  hatgae  fiancmse  poor  les 
jecteors  do  Royamnc-UBi 

AuSo  cassettes:  Improve  your  grasp  of  spoken  French  while 
among  the  car  car  doing  the  homework 
Short  stories  by  famous  French  authors:  books  and  cassettes 
Many  translation  aids  to  assist  comprehension  and  enjoyment 
Ideal  Xmas  presents  for  ramify  and  Mends  (and  yoaredf) 

Dttafls  (post  free)  from;  La  Vie  Outrc-Mancke 
FREEPOST,  MA  1311  (T)  Maidstime  MELS  9BR 
Fax:  103622)  691922  Teh  (01622)  682122  (24honr) 
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^  The  strong  seat 
Is  hard  wearing! 


^  yet  ccmrforfeAfa.  l\ 

The  stick  features  a  •  W 
^  removable  ferrule  for  ft 
^  use  on  hard  surfaces. 

&  With  the  seat  folded  the  I\ 
"•*5  handle  and  sturdy  %t 
construction  makes  it  1 
into  an  ideal  walking  stick.* 

I-*.*  .**W 

%  anybody  anywhere 
in  need  of  a  rest 
§5  while  enjoying  the 
&  outdoor  life. 

$5  _ 

fit  STAYSAFE  Ltd.  (Dept  TM51), 
ir^  81  The  Mattings,  Stanstsad 
aS  Abbotts,  Herts,  SG12  8HG. 


ONLY 

£19.95 


Ideal  Christmas  Qiji 

THE  ORIGINAL' 
SHOOTING  STICK 
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SUPERStt 


If  BRITISH  ANTIQUE  REPLI 


Victorian  Mahogany  Dining  Table  seats  6-8  Was  £13K  Now  £1052 
Victorian  Mahogany  Chair  Was  £329  Now  £263 
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OFFER  MUST  END 
SATURDAY  21ST  DECEMBER 
INTEREST  FREE  CREDIT 
FREE  DELIVERY  IN  UK 


"Nil 
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BRAY  BROOK 
BRITTEN 


An  ahtmriaucc  of  gift  ideax  in  »oEd  wber&rg  «grcr.  available  by 
post-  Moic  debveriet  wkhinjfl  houn.  from  tuperb  claret  jugs  v 
classic  cufflinks  in  our  FREE  iitspintknal  colour  catalogue. 
Phone  today  for  prompt  despatch  of  your  copy. 

Tel:  0181  993  7334. 


1 30%  OFF 


THE  YEAR  I  WAS  BORFll 


i  Rakbr  Jena  inai  at  xm 


>  1H?  I'MffaTSlTA 


Hobbies  V/ 
Crattwork  y% 
AH  small  Z/ 
wirt  / 


WE  CARE  FOR ‘ODD1  SIZE  GENTLEMEN  WITH 

MADE  TO  MEASURE 


TO  FIT  ANY  SIZE 


tour  sere  &  fit  problems  are 
permanently  solved  In  the  comfort  of 
your  Omni  heme  when  using  our  unique 

made  to  measure,  tailoring  system. 

EXCLUSIVE  RANGE  OF  OVER 
1 00  QUALITY  BRITISH  CLOTHS 


ACCESS/VISA  ontOT  24  H0UB8  no _ 

®  14/21  day  tfeSvery.  Mosey  refunded  it  not  satisfied.  print 
BUYERS  CHOICE  (Dept  TOW)  Any  fine 
88  Station  Road,  Burton  Latimer,  detail  work 
NORTHANTS  NN15  SJW.  Repair  Jobs' 

■WMCAUCiaitfeW  TM  Ha  rfrem 


1 4  f  ill  ipilwwnrl^tiEmaMapi 

I’lli'l  'tfAVi  J5^lni«  pyxi^it  I  iiViij 


FOR  THE  PERSON  WHO  HAS 
EVERYTHING 

Make  life  enjoyable  by  giving  the 
perfect  Xmas  gift 

AN  AUTOMATIC  ICE 
MACHINE 


Ti,.<  EROTIC 
CATALOG  EE! 


Sexy  little  stocking  filler! 

DO^acc  caiour  caalogvc;  me.  fivfedden 
Images.  am  toned,  any  ffflbEiheJ  far  (be 
tan  Ume"  dbarell)  muled  -  (adult*  only  l 


nil.  Erotic  1‘rinl  Sudclv 


Send  £5  JW  cfaeqae  (id  'EPS')  at 
VaaMssttmai  eaxh  ax  EPS  Dq»  TWA. 

roaox  10645.  UndoaSW  10  9ZT 
TEL:  0171 151  MU7  or  Fa*  0171  244  Km 


TECTR0N 

DRILLSI 


•  Long  lasting  'spark ling'  ice  cpbes 

•  Easy  to  install  as  counter  top  or  trader  worktop 

•  Up  to  20  Idlos  production  ra  24  hours 

•  8  kilos  storage  capacity 

•  24  bonr'deliviery 

•  2  year  MI  warranty 

•  Stylish  design 

Impress  your  partner  and  your  guests  with  this  unique 
gift  by  serving  the  best  drinks  available  mi  the  rocks  all 
the  year  round. 

Contact  us  today  for  further  information 


collour 


Telephone:  01635  33993  Fax:  01635  4X733 

Bone  Lane,  Newbury,  Berks.  RG14  5SD 
Visa  &  Access  Payments. 


/fnarChester-care  the  Specialists 


CREDIT  A  VAlS^ESU§^T  TO  STATUS 


POETSTYLE  LTD 

Unit  1,  Bayford  Sturt  Industrial  Centre 
Stare  Street  (Mr  Well  St.) 
Hackney,  London,  E0  3SE. 

Tel:  0181  533  0815 


Give  Christmas  a  lift. 


Call  us  now  on  freefone 

0800  19  19  19 

For  a  free  no  obligation  quote. 

•  Next  day  installation  available  nationwide. 

•  Buy  direct  from  the  manufacturer. 

•  Thousands  of  satisfied  customers. 

•  New  or  Jr II  , 

reconditioned.  JC'l  t  : 
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ar:  t* 

$  Order  a 
now  f 
4  for  t 
fchristoias? 


JChristmasJ 

He*# 


P”  V 

$ 


GIVE  YOUR  LIFE'  A  LIFT 


serveIMafely 


K',  J  (Cheque  or  Pbstrt  orders  to) 

CREDIT  CARD  HOLDERS  PH0*f 

01623  757955  SSrwJm  12(61  *a 

V  BWfcW  ,VI  %,WW  H&ytepXch  Momy  back  guarantee 


MAP  MEASURERS 


COMPASSES  &|L 
ALTIMETERS  ll 


ALTIMETERS  Q 

Our  impressive  range  of  40  j 

Pedometers  allow  you  to  choose  the  A 

right  model  for  your  needs.  If  you 

jog,  Walk.  Run,  Cycle  or  you  would  just  wn&5&. 

like  to  know  how  far  you  have  walked  the 
dag.  you  can  measure  the  distance  travelled. 

Ughtweiglvc  and  compacx.  vgfj 

Precision  Made  Instruments  guaranteed  ^ 

for  rdiabiity  and  accuracy  W 

We  also  have  a  large  selection  of  Map  Measurers. 
Compasses,  Magnifiers.  Stop  Watches  etc.  aO  available  at 
excellent  prices. 

FREE  COLOUR  BROCHURE  despatched  by  return. 

_ WRITE  FAX  OR  PHONE  FOR _ 

Th#  fid  range  k  our  FREE  colour  brochure  of  quaky  preanor  mstiumeiits 

PEDOMETERS  INTERNATIONAL  LTD  (  TX«  ) 

13/14  James  Watt  Close,  Drayton  Fields, 
Daventry,  Northants  NN1  5RJ 
lei  01327  706030  Fax  01327  71633 
_ http://www.  pedometers,  co.  uk 


TradiponaJ  green  Lodcn  coats 
astnlahlcin  Lidics,  Lk-nn  and  Childs. 
Telephone  flI7o8  Sdum 
Fas  0I7t»8  8W222 
or  write  tor  vour  free  colour  bnxhurc 

BOR\  for 

LODEN 

B.ku  (m  Lode n.  Penridi  Eauc, 
Fniijlk  Cimbru  CA1 1  9EQ  TT 


I 

seoticntne  r 
» bp>  Latest  advascet!  p; 

Enttaanteetaotofflfhasnftv  o 
cieafed  Hts  OW  bn  tor  EVERY  drifinfl  tf 
job.  No  need  tor  sapante  KSS.  B 
Masonry,  VUbtd.Mea  and  Gbsstas  g 
Latest  maniilactunng  techraques  5 
comtane  Bthenie  heat  totesan  and  * 
diamond  like  bantneas  with  ? 
exceptional  performance  throogh  x 
vtnuaDy  ANY  materlcL  Our  tel  dine  5 
essential  most  used  sizes  SAVE  S 
T11IE_  MONEY. .  and  EFFORT  on  ft, 
EVERY  dnllinj  (Ob.  . 

0nly£S4«S'+  £1 JS pAp bcbxfng  i 
proiccave  case.  ’ 

SAVE  £2-2  sets  Cl  £0  inc.  p&p.  g 
Money  refunded  if  f~  l£5 — n  - 
not  satisfied.  /  I 

Aflwi  iwi  dav  lutfCjtgl  l 

Send  Cheque/  tSSSteaL — 
R0b  pf^able  to  /g 

ot  your  Craft  Mil//  R 

Card  number  U]T  C 


ACCESSWSA  orders  on  piY  OFT 

01536  725252  anytime 


[iTjUJIIlnlNl 

BllrlKv 

fflikiWMil 
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JUST  RELEASED! 

A  Group  of  Premium  Quality 
Original  Edwardian  GOLD 
Half-Sovereigns  from  a  Bank  in 
Zurich,  Switzerland... 


ihfirccrotdiscpveiyof 
it  board  of  British  gold 
tits  vaults  of  a  Swiss 
jrcxnrant  quality  British 
sovereigns  are  bci®« 
table  to  British  go« 
rfea=22d  original  gold 

igns  all  daW  fi 0® 

!«rf  VU. ^ 

rqing  mooarais  or 

[tish  history.  Edward: 
Wales  nod  son  of 
pgned  from  1902  to 

uoe  sbon  years.  These 
;f«7«pe  frLjio  the  goldea 
when  London  was 

1  fashion  c»w  «' 


The  bearded  bead  of  Edward  VT1 
is  featured  sad  die  traddknal  Sl 
George  slaymg  the  Dragon  s  an 
die  reverse.  Genuine  British  gold 
coins  weighing  3-6**  gms  eadi 
and  in  snpert)  coodiwnt  When  you 
^rirter  dw  feet  that  die  Royal 
IWfint  charges  £84  fee  a  modem 
.  Proof  Half-Sovereign  and  ihc  gold 

parity  and  weight  me  identical. 

these  represent  outstanding  value 
at  rally  £69.50  eacb  which  includes 
secure  delivery.  Original  British 

gold  coins  are  always  treasured  by 

collectors,  this  is  especially  rrae  of 

Half-Sovereign8  which  are  always 
in  demand  from  *e  jewellery  trade 
for  rings  and  broodies. 


As  usual  an  corns  distributed  by 
ibe  Gold  -&  Silver  Bureau  are  fully 
guaranteed  for  authenticity  and 
quality.  Yqd  may  apply  for  op  to 
five  corns  (guaranteed  different 
dates)  at  the  distribution  price  of 
£69  JO  each.  Abo  available  are  1 
limited  number  of  complete  date 
sets  of  9  coins,  eat*  set  conaurfog 
every  dscfitHn  1902  to  1910  and 
priced  at  £625.00  per  set  Imagine 
a  complete  dale  set  of  Edwardian 
gold  half-sovereigns.  ,  your 
collecting  friends  will  be  filled 
with  envy.  Coins  are  available 
striedy  on  a  fust  come,  first  serve 
basis.  You  should  try 'your  lock, 
who.  knows?  You  -may  be  cue  of 


foe  feeky  ones! 

You  canape  by  post  to  The  Gold 
&  Silver  Bureau,  3  Seven  ways, 
Ilford  1G2  6XH,  or  apply  over  die 
telephone  on  Freephone  (0800) 
6146%.  Don’t  send  aoy  payment 
initially,  you  will  be  notified  if  yoo 
am  one  of  the  tacky  atiocatees.  You 
can  also  spread  the  cost  by  using  a 
credit  card,  Le.  MasterCard  or 
Visa. 

With  rising  interest  by  collectors 
worldwide  m  historic  geld  coins 

these  tittle  pieces  of  British  history 
will  make  nice  txkfitions  to  the 

family’s  golden  treasure  chest 

By  JOANNE  GLOVER 
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Maker  la  Ifar  4dmb 
- KMd  ISUOad* 


NEW  CUSHIONS  MATTRESSES  MATTRESS 
For  chairs,  suites.  Made  10  measure  OVERLAP  S 
bench  seating  etc.  any  size  and  to  A  separate  2  in.  deep 

Uncovered  or  with  your  individual  layer  for  insiani  relief 

our  own  fitted  covers.  comfort.  on  a  too  hard  bed. 

■  EVERYTHING  DELIVERED  SAFELY  TD-YOUR  DOOR.  (Fax:  0113  230  1089) 

fT  PHONE  0113  267  8281  lMI 

w  poa  co.’iKw  ftffcw  b  tO  pay:  uhsir  bnxkurt.  ik-ssintii  guide  ate  dual  plica. 


MATTRESS 
OVERLAYS 
A  separate  2  in.  deep 
laver  for  instant  relief 
bn  a  too  hard  bed. 


PltMse  send  \tamp  jot  -fO  page  hmrmar  or  ph,  uh\ 

Mr/Mrs/Miss . . 

U'VIDUi 


. Posiaidr  .  | 

FOAM  FOR  CqMFORT  o  DEFT  T2  I 

401  Otley  Old  Rd,  Cookridee,  Leeds  LS 1 6  7DKI 


mV  TODAY  for  ymtr  FREE  prisona!  copy  uHIr*  NEW  g? 
Sf  ft  ills  116  page  t  nlnur  bmrhurv  cnnminiilS  tleialls  uf  it 
range  «f  over  150  limepiet.'es  anti  wcuIIkt  iiislniuicnl.s. 
Prices  Iroin  O)  in  Y3.non.  pins  details  of  a  range  of 
■REE  Skills  gllLs.  WUliuul  any  obligation  wliaLsuever. 

SrttlHs.  Oinililll  Mihim-.  24  Oirnhlll.  I.'hitjukiI  U  >U)7. 

[Simply rompleut  the rtmpou  In-low  and  posl ii  to:  SrvtiHs, 
•  Cornhill  (louse,  24  Cornhiil.  IJverpool  Li  8DZ  1/3 

j  ur  ti’lephone  ns  <m:  0151  708  0099 

I  Mr  (TtvusiHi:  fllnl  70R(i< /7.  Our  business  In  iuin 
|  ant  Mutt.-Frl.  B.y0am-n.l(0pu»  Sal  d  Sun.  iO.IKJiiui— l.lHlpni. 
j  VitstWTiilitme smlce  out  uf  c>nui-  lirnsrs. 

|  \anie:(\!r/MtxAIs.j _ 

■  Address; 


neUcndc: 
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—  Pepu  my  white  raima* 

_  Uire  poodle,  has  brown 

stains  below  both  eyes.  A 
poodle  breeder  said  it  is 
blocked  tear  ducts  and  I 
should  ask  ray  vet  to  dear 
them.  Is  this  corned? 

SThe  tear  duct  is  a  tiny 
tube  leading  bum  the 
inside  comer  of  the  eye  to  the 
back  of  the  nose  —  an  over' 
flow  pipe  for  tears.  If  it  is 
blocked  the  tears  overflow, 
dty  on  the  hair  and  turn 
brown  on  exposure  to  air. 
Your  vet  could  carry  out  a  dye 
test  to  see  if  the  duds  are 
blocked.  It  is  possible  to 
anaesthetise  a  dog  so  that  the 
vet  can  pass  a  probe  to  re¬ 
open  a  blocked  duct. 

[TCj  I  bought  sandpaper- 
IVI  covered  perches  for  my 
budgie,  Bert  to  keep  his 
nails  worn  down  but  he  tears 
them  to  pieces  and  I'm  sure 
he  cats  some.  Why  does  be 
do  this  and  will  it  harm  him? 

Budgies  chew  —  espe- 

_  daily  bored  ones.  Bert’s 

got  nothing  to  do  all  day  when 
you  are  out.  1  don't  think  the 
sandpaper  will  harm  him  — 
the  sand  provides  extra  grit. 
Twigs  or  branches  from  fruit 
trees,  haze!  or  willow  would 
be  better  and  cheaper.  He 
could  chew  the  bark  with  total 
safety  and  gripping  these 
natural  perches  would  be 
excellent  exercise  for  his  toes 
and  manicure  his  nails  as 
well.  Best  of  all.  think  about 
getting  another  bird  as 
company. 

[rji  Our  rabbits  —  BUI  and 
l^cl  Ben  —  had  colds.  Our 
vet  diagnosed  “snuffles”, 
gave  them  an  antibiotic  injec¬ 
tion  and  powder  to  put  in  the 
drinking  water.  They're  bet¬ 
ter,  but  Bill  has  a  yellow 
discharge  from  his  nose. 
Could  the  children  catch 
anything  Cram  him? 

H  “Snuffles"  is  common  in 
rabbits  and  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  eradicate.  Most 
infected  rabbits  manage  to 
live  with  their  infection  and 
have  a  happy,  if  snuffiy.  life. 
It’S  a  rabbit  problem  —  no  risk 
to  children. 

James  Aulcock 

•  Readers  should  write  to  The 
Times  Vet.  Weekend.  The  Times. 

/  Pennington  Street.  London  El 
9XN.  IVe  regret  that  it  may  not  be 
possible  to  deal  with  every 
request  Advice  is  offered  without 
legal  responsibility. 


Christmas  is  coming  and  the  children  want  a  pet.  Jill  Parkin  has  advice  not  to  be  sneezed  at 


Pets  for  allergic  families 


It  is  time  to  nobble  Father 
Christmas  on  behalf  of  all 
those  parents  who  sneeze  and 
splutter  when  they  are  around 
fur  and  feather.  Hie  chap  with  die 
long  beard  (nasty  itchy  thing)  must 
show  more  imagination  when  it 
cranes  to  giving  pets  to  children. 

My  daughter,  aged  five,  wants 
something  small  and  furry  to  look 
after.  Her  baby  brother  is  proving 
hard  to  domesticate,  so  she  wants  a 
more  tractable  creature.  In  princi¬ 
ple,  I  am  in  favour.  Pets  teach 
children  about  responsibility  and 
caring.  I  do  not  want  to  stunt  her 
psychological  growth. 

But  I  am  allergic  to  a  lot  of 
household  pets.  Cats.  dogs,  cocka- 
tids  —  you  name  h,  they  reduce  me 
to  a  runny-nosed,  sneezing  heap. 
Even  my  stepdaughter's  jodhpurs 
set  me  off.  I  never  go  to  a  pet- 
owner’s  house  without  my  homeo¬ 
pathic  dust-drops. 

There  are  many  of  us  about  We 
are  triggered  by  the  hair,  by  the 
mites.  t>y  the  dust  It  is  worse  than  it 
used  to  be  because  central  heating 
is  now  common,  which  means  pets 
are  in  a  year-round  moult. 

If  you  are  allergic,  your  choice  of 
pet  is  decidedly  limited.  As  a  child  I 
buried  more  goldfish  than  the  next 
door  neighbour’s  dog  did  bones. 
And  fins  and  scales  are  not  cuddly. 
It  did  not  teach  me  how  to  care,  just 
how  to  make  crosses  out  of  lolly 
sticks- 

The  good  news  to  pass  on  to 
Santa  is  that  there  are  breeds  and 
spedes  less  likely  to  bother  us 
sensitive  types.  Those  genteel  old 
ladies  with  their  pet  poodles  are  in 
the  know.  Pbadles  —  and  the 
poodle-like  bichon  fris6  —  have  a 
wool  coat,  rather  than  hair.  They 
need  trimming,  but  they  hardly 
moult.  Good  for  the  houseproud 
and  the  rhinitis  sufferer. 

So  are  old  English  sheepdogs, 
curly  coated  retrievers,  Irish  water 
spaniels  and  Kerry  blues,  which 
look  like  a  terrier.  The  only  doggy 
house  where  I  can  sit  down  to  a 
meal  without  a  box  of  tissues  is 
home  to  a  curly  retriever.  It  also 
has  no  fitted  carpets.  lots  of  open 
windows  and  a  big  garden. 

If  dogs  make  you  sneeze,  the 
chances  are  cats  will  send  you  into 
orbit,  even  if  you  are  sensible 
enough  not  to  touch  them.  Cats 
delight  in  spotting  allergic  guests 
and  jumping  onto  their  laps.  The 
onfy  ^  breeds  we  should  consider 
are  Cornish  and  Devon  rexes. 

Santa  would  need  a  stout  sack  for 
the  pet  which  Anne  McLoughlin,  of 


Roger  Meek  with  an  Australian  blue  tongue  skink,  He  says:  “Skulks  are  allergy  free,  easy  to  kiok  after  and  Eke  being  held” 


the  British  Veterinary  Zoological 
Society,  recommends.  “I've  never 
heard  of  anyone  who  is  allergic  to 
white  rats.  They  make  good  pets. 
They  like  people  and  respond  to 
their  names. 

“Rabbits,  hamsters,  chinchillas 
and  chipmunks  are  all  highly 
allergenic,  and  tats  tend  to  be  more 
so  than  dogs.  Caged  birds  can  be 
bad  too,  because  of  their  feather 
dust  and  the  seed  husks  of  the  food 
they  eat. 

“Remember  that  even  if  you  go 
for  something  like  a  gerbfl  or  a 
guinea  pig.  which  are  not  as  bad, 
you  may  still  be  affected  by  their 
bedding.  If  hay  and  straw  affect 
you,  they  would  be  no  good  either. 

“I’ve  never  heard  of  allergies  to 
fish  or  reptiles.  But  remember  that 
reptiles  have  a  long  life.  A  hamster 
dies  after  a  couple  of  years.  A 


tortoise  can  live  for  80  years,"  Ms 
McLoughlin  says.  So  before  you 
buy  an  iguana  for  your  child, 
remember  it  will  not  leave  home 
before  they  go  to  university. 


At  this  time  of  year,  the 
RSPCA  repeals  its  chant 
“a  pet  is  for  life  not  just  for 
Christmas",  but  its  advice 
on  exotic  fish  and  reptiles  is  worth 
bearing  in  mind.  You  should  find 
out  what  the  creature’s  needs  are 
and  whether  your  home  can  meet 
them  before  you  buy.  Even  if  you 
never  sneeze,  providing  live  young 
rabbits  for  supper  every  day  could 
prove  a  bit  of  a  bind. 

But,  according  to  Roger  Meek,  a 
reptile  specialist  at  Huddersfield 
Technical  College,  the  blue- 
ton  gued  Australian  sfctnk  is  an 
exception. 


"  Allergy-free  and  easy  to  look 
after,”  he  enthuses.  “They’re  om¬ 
nivorous.  And.  unlike  most  rep¬ 
tiles,  they're  not  nervous!  They  like 
being  held.  We  have,  girls  on 
animal  care  courses  here  who 
cradle  them  like  babies.  They're 
about  a  foot  long,  excluding  the  tail. 
Lovely  temperament.  So  has  the 
Royal  python." 

in  the  end.  there  is  one  sure 
allergy  test" Road-test  the  animal," 
says  Dr  Ann  McBride,  of  die 
Anthrozoology  Institute  of  South¬ 
ampton  University  “Go  along  to 
the  breeder,  the  pet  shop  or  another 
owner,  handle  the  animal  and  see 
what  happens.  It's  extremely  upset¬ 
ting  for  owner  and  animal  if  a  new 
home  has  to  be  found.” 

An  expert  in  aggression  in  rab¬ 
bits,  among  other  things,  she 
recommends  waiting  until  your 


child  is  seven  or  eight  before 
buying  a  small  soft  pet  The  family 
dog  is  fine,  but  little 'children  have 
no  idea  how  hard  they  are  gripping 
or  how  much  force  they  are  using. 
That  can  lead  to  fear  and -aggres¬ 
sion  in  the  animals,”  she  says. 

And  an  allergy-free  pet  when  the 
child  is  bigger?  “Rats  are  very  good. 
Highly  intelliflfnt.’*  Call  me  nar¬ 
rowminded,  but  I  cannot  bring 
myself  round  to  the  idea  of  a  pet  rat 
Meantime,  the  woman  in  our  local 
pet  shop  suggests  a  gerbil  or  an 
angora  goat  —  kept  outside  —  for 
my  daughter. 

Even  gerbils  make  me  sneeze. 
That  is  why,  during  the  school 
holidays.  I  once  filled  my  mothers 
casserole  dish  with  warm  water 
and  resorted  to  shampooing  our 
class  pet  It  will  have  to  be  the  goat 
And  probably  a  very  big  dish. 


Christopher  found  in  a  ditch 

THE  National  Canine  Defence 
League  has  launched  a  Sponsor  a 
Dog  scheme,  which  enables  people 
who  do  not  have  the  space  or  time 
to  give  a  dog  a  home  to  sponsor 
one  instead. 

It  costs  £52  a  year  and  the 
sponsor  receives  a  paw-print  certif¬ 
icate,  updates  on  the  dog  three 
nmw  a  year  and  is  encouraged  to 
visit  and  walk  the  dog.  All  the  dogs 

that  are  sponsored  are  too  nervous, 
old  or  infirm  to  settle  with  new 
owners. 

Christopher  is  a  lurcher,  aged 
six;  who  was  found  in  a  ditch, 
unable  to  stand.  He  is  a  gentle  and 
Loving  dog  who  enjoys  walks  but 
has  proved  hard  to  rehome.  Con¬ 
tact  NCDL  Dumfries  (01387 
770346). 

Bobby  is  a  black  and  tan 
alsatian  cross,  aged  nine,  with  a 
steady  nature  but  he  tends 
to  -guard  his  territoiy,  which 
makes  Him  difficult  to  settle. 
Contact  NCDL  Ilfracombe  (01271 
812709). 

For  further  details  about  (he 
Sponsor  a  Dog  scheme,  contact  the 
NCDL  on  0171-837  0006. 


Bobby  has  a  steady  nature 
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ACCESSORIES 
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PET 

PORTRAITS 

The  perfect  Chrisnna* 

Present,  penned  in 

watercolour  Bom  phonos.  >11 
wade  fully  guaraniced. 
Plume  Martin  on 
P1B1 989  2990  for  detags. 


We  cas  for  your  home 
and  pets  in  your  absence; 
Many  of  our  employees 
are  ex-forces  personneL 

Rr  nr  bubs  (hot  jbcnc 

HOUSEWATCH 
01279  777412 


Pet 
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Viim  .ii  S!;iU-  \  MiirliE- 
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01840  213225 


MISCELLANEOUS 


LUXURY  ANIMAL 
CUSHIONS 
May  feature  yoar  pet 
Sw  Tmerionf,  page  79  of 

tbe  colour  magazine, 

for  Fed  Gofcw  Ad 
Tabby  cac  also  available 

T«fc  01604  40335Q 
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-  TWEMTS  PWJTEClJON  LEMUrfrlQSJNTE^  CATS  A  YBBVv-i.'. 

.  ... _  •  c  :  ;-v"  • .; .-rf> ..  .  *  ; a 

■  si^i  aWL 

I  ertdosa  a  (fons^  to  fa^lhe  Cats  Protection  League  £. _ 

lendos^g  ■  terarmalmwwhanshfa. 

Adults  £10  □  Senior  citizens  IS  □ 

Junky  (13-18)  £2.50  □  Kitten  Oub  (under  13)  £250  □ 


Junior  (13-18)  £2.50  U 

Date  cf  birth  if  under  18 _ 

1  would  Cce  to  help  my  tecai  branch  O 

Name _ 

Address _ 


Pr^lyyyla 

To:  The  Cats  Protection  League,  77  Kings  Road,  Horsham,  West  Sussex  RH13  5PN. 
Registered  National  Charity  No  203544.  rrtano 

THE  CATS  PROTECTION  LEAGUE 


HATCHBAG  BOOTLINER 

the  ORIGINAL  solution  to  dirty  boot  problems 


lW:- 


An  effective  war  to  keep  the 
taggsga  m  of  yew  car  to  top 
cOMHHoo.  A  sandy  tarthwarino 
«nd  wanwnl  haw  loktg  HU  Is 
staple  to  &.  easy  to  remove  and 
MU  away.  TOmnnlc  tar  over 
250  tatcNack  &  estuo  vriWes. 
fnm«drC3UItaeUL 


!  AN  IDEAL  CHRISTMAS  GIFT! 


'  SLIPOVER 
***  SEAT  COVERS 

Tbp  quatoy  waupraot  tan  seat  coves 
made  tram  anted  aytaa  bMc.  easy  to 
Bt& remove.  Abatable  in  3  Stas  ft)  fit 
mostwWcte.  Also  fuff  blored  sets 
auatamftrnusr4x4veMcta&. 
Fraa  on*  C28.M  per  pair  inc  VAT.  £ 


24  HOUR  BROCHURE  HOTLINE 
0151  635  S396 

W’i  "ilLSRCOi-  3D.  '.'.IS:  FlCiT  .'SO  ESTiTE.  BISKcfiKiSD 


Want  to  learn 
more  about  cats 
and  be  involved 
in  their 
future  health 


Why  not  join  the  Feline 
Advisory  Burean? 

_  For  farther  faAmwthxu  FAB,  ~ 

CM  D  Tmeftmry, High  Street. 

■  —  TUnry,  WBtsWrc-  SP3  «LD. 

.  Teh  01747  871872,  Fes  01747  871873 

FAB  working  towards  a  healthy  burnt  for  cits 


DOGS 


EN-VTTAL 

PUT  THE  BOUNCE  BACK  IN  YOUR 
DOG.  NATURES  WAY 

Natures  way  of  providing  necessary  minerals,  vrnmms 
indndmg  8 12,  and  trace  ckmems  to  increase  vitality, 
aknncss.  energy  and  for  mqxmring  ibe  genera]  hearth  and 
eoodjtkm  of  yoor  dog.  Improved  metabolism  togerb-r  with 
■  ibe  ability  to  calm  mesutui  and  highly  strong  dogs  an 
added  benefits. 

Working  dogs,  and  dogs,  racing  dogs  or  just  tte  cun  of  the 
mill  happy  Inuedogs  win  aU  benefit  from  the  addition  of 
tins  totally  natural  feed  additive. 

For  overwoRbl  dogs,  rrdnrtioc  of  food  intake  cf  up  to 
can  be  flmrinrtl  wnbom  loss  of  cotxfiboo  at  4  ttW  of  Jess 
than  Sp  per  day. 

£8-93  (me  P&P). 

Please  Tel:  01765  689736  for 
information. 

Stain  boroogh  Holdings,  Fearby  Cross,  Mashaxo, 
HG44NE. 


ALTERNATIVELY  SPEAKING 


It  could  be  tricky  to  write 
objectively  about  kinesiol¬ 
ogy,  a  therapy  which  tests 
muscles  to  analyse  an  individ¬ 
ual's  health.  When  I  left  my 
chosen  kinesiologist.  Jape  Gat- 
hard.  she  kissed  me  goodbye. 

Though  we  had  never  met 
before,  I  had  banded  for  two 
hours  with  the  supremely 
sympathetic  Ms  Gothard.  so 
the  farewell  did  not  seem  odd. 
But  it  is  hard  to  disentangle 
feelings  about  the  treatment 
and  my  liking  for  her. 

She  Is  a  blonde  New  Zea¬ 
lander  of  34  who  turned  to 
kinesiology  when  she  was 
covered  in  eczema  and  acne 
and  conventional  medicine 
had  foiled.  Six  weeks  after 
visiting  a  kinesiologist  and 
abandoning  dairy  products,  . 
red  meat,  caffeine  and  alcohol 
her  complexion  turned  to  the 
peaches-and-cream  perfection 
that  it  is  today.  That  was  nine 
years  ago. 

She  spent  £3X100  training 
for  two  years  with  the  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Systematic  Kinesiolo¬ 
gy  and  has  been  practising  for 
five  years. 

The  system  was  devised  in 
I%4  by  Dr  George  J. 
Goodheart  an  American 
chiropractor.  Even  conven¬ 
tional  doctors  test  the  strength 
and  range  of  movement  of 
muscle-damaged  patients. 
Kinesiologists  do  the  same 
tests  by  holding  a  limb  aloft  to 
isolate  a  relevant  musde  else¬ 
where  and  getting  the  patient 
to  pull  in  the  opposite  direc¬ 
tion.  They  part  company  with 
conventional  doctors  when 
they  claim  that  the  way  a  limb 
resists  pressure  reveals  the 
patient’s  general  rather  than 
just  their  muscular,  health. 

If  a  limb  responds  weakly,  . 
then  there  is  an  imbalance  in  a 
corresponding  organ.  If  the 
limb  can  resist  the  pressure, 
then  the  corresponding  body 
part  is  heajthy.  The  kinesiolo¬ 
gist  investigates  the  various 
organs  and  finds  hidden  im¬ 
balances. 

like  acupuncturists,  kinesi¬ 
ologists  believe  that  a  bal¬ 
anced  body  runs  on  an 
unimpeded  flow  of  energy. 
Each  of  the  important  organs 
and  systems  is  fuelled  by.  one 
of  12  energy  channels  or 
meridians,  which  combine  to 
form  an  energetic  network 
which  links  the  mind,  organs, .  . 
muscles  and  body  systems. 

Excess  stress  can  block  a 
meridian,  which  leads  to 
weakness  or  imbalance  in  the 
related  body  pans,  which  reg¬ 
ister  in  the  musde  that  is 


linked  to  them.  The 
kinesiologist  claims 
to  correct  these 
weaknesses  by  ap¬ 
plying  pressure  to 
points  on  the  body, 
especially  the  ■ 
lymph  glands,  to 
stimulate  blood, 
lymph  and  energy 
flow. 

The  good  bit  is 
that  fa  theory  you  RACHI 
immediately  feel 
better  after  a  visit  and  a  rub  to 
the  lymph  glands.  The  bad  bit 
is  that  part  of  the  treatment  to 
rebalance  those  misbehaving 
organs  is  nutritional,  and  this 
can  mean  abandoning  same  of 
your  favourite  things. 

I  lay  flat  on  a  couch  in  Ms 
Gothard's  serene  sitting  room 
and  enjoyed  her  bedside  man¬ 
ner  and  hoped  she  could  help 
reduce  my  stress  arid-dear  my 
complexion.  Kinesiologists 
claim  to  cure  tiredness,  diges¬ 
tive  problems,  aches,  stiffness, 
migraines,  skin  problems  and 
anxiety,  but  they  never  diag¬ 


nose  or  treat 
diseases. 

I  held  up  my 
outstretched  aim 
and  resisted  gentle 
pressure  from  Ms 
Gothard  while  she 
prodded  my  chest, 
stomach  and  throat 
with  her  other 
hand.  “Breathe  out 
as  you  push  against 
RACHEL  KELLY  me,"  she  instructed. 

When  she  pushed 
a  rub  to  at  first,  my  anrrwas  weak  and 
2  bad  bit  went  straight  down!  Her  prod- 
tment  to  ding  revealed  that  my  organs 
lehaving  were  dehydrated,  she  said 
and  this  A  glass  of  water  later  and 
!  some  of  my  arm  did  indeed  seem 
stranger!  That  was  because 
h  in  Ms  my  body  was  picking  up,  she 
ng  room  said.  But  I  was  not  sure  that  it 
de  man-  was  not  just  because  I  had  . 
ukl  help  subconsciously  pushed  harder 
Hear  my  the  second  time  round,  per- 
ologists  haps  to  please  her  that  the 
s.  diges-  theory  was  working, 
rtiffness.  Part  of  the  treatment  in- 
sms  and  valves  identifying  food  sensi- 
er  diag-  tivities  which  can  be 


PESJENSOM 


Flexing  mosdes:  Jane  Gothard  working  with  a  patient 

Kinesiology 

■  What  it  is;  Muscle  tests  to  analyse  the  state  of  an 
Individual  is  health. 

■  Advantages;  Gentle,  non-irrvasive,  has  no  side-effects 
and  you  can  leam  how  to  treat  yuurself  at  home. 

■  Disadvantage:  It  takes  an  hour  and  a  half. 

■  Cost:  £40  a  session. 


~r.~ -**  vs*;  ' 


weakening  an  organ.  So  Ms 
Gothard  placed  a  variety  of 
suspect  foods  in  my  mouth 
and  did  the  familiar  befcrre- 
and-sfter  arm  pushing  routine 
to  see  the  response. 

Oh,  what  a  bore!  She  says  I 
am  sensitive  to  wheat  and 
more  particularly  pasta.  So  no 
more  spaghetti  carbonara  or" 
vongple.for  that  matter.  And, 
curses,  butter  too. 

I  had  earlier  been  blood- 
tested  for  food  intolerances 
and  wheat  was  not  one  of 
them,  so  I  am  not  altogether 
convinced.  But  when  I  list 
what  I  had  eaten  the  day 
before  —  wholemeal  toast  for 
breakfast,  a  sandwich  for 
lunch,  a  mince  pie  for  tea  and 
pasta,  for  supper  —  I  take  Ms 
Gothard's  point  that  a  few 
wheat-free  days  would  make 
sense  and  to  try  porridge  for 

breakfast. 

like  every  beauty  editor,  she 
recommended  drinking  more 
water.  “Not  fizzy,  as  that  just 
fills  you  up  with  carbon  diox¬ 
ide.  Remember  that  one  cup  of 
coffee  means  you  get  rid  of 
double  that  fluid  from  the 
body."  I  tested  well  for  vitamin 
C  and  vitamin  A  which 
pumped  up  my  arm  power.  So 
she  prescribed  taking  pientyfi 
more  of  them. 


Her  final  diagnosis  was 

that  my  adrenal  sys-  i  . 
tern  and  immune  sys-  .  ' 
terns  were  both  low,  and  could  \; 

be  helped  by  stimulating  my 
lymph .  glands  which  would  . 
help  clear  the  system  of  toxins. 

She  suggested  ,  rubbing  in  a 
circular,  motion  up  the  inside  . 
thigh  to  release  toxic  blockages 
in  the  glands. 

She  did  so  herself  on  my  X’ 
behalf  and  golly  tt  hurt  The 
glands  become  tenderised  as 
they  get  blocked  up,  she  said. 

“Get  your  husband  to  do  it  at 
home,"  she  added. 

One  of.  the  virtues  of  the  •  ’ 
theory,  says  Dr  John  English, 
a  Salisbury.  GP  who  uses 
kinesiology, -is  that  it  encour¬ 
ages  people  to  treat  them¬ 
selves.  A  helpful  husband  is  0)  • 
even  more  useful.  Had  mine 
been  a  believer,  I  would  have 
probably  got  more  lymph 
rubbing  done.  As  ft  was.  I  .'*« 
have  settled  for  porridge  for  *  - 
•breakfast.  And  yes,  I  do  feel  '  -i 
more  energetic,  and  I  . am  not  , 

just  saying  that  because  I  like  (  r 
MsGotbard.-  -  - 

• Jane  Gothard.  0171-724 1149. 

•  Association  of  Kinesiology  39 
Browns  Road.  Surbiton.  Surrey 
KTS  8ST.  Send  ah  SAE  with  £1  in 
Stamps  for  cm  information  pack,  . 
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WEEKEND  ■  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  7  1996 


family  life  •  13 


We’re  supposed  to  be  going 
to  Burford  for  the  week¬ 
end.  For  a  long  weekend 
£  Jm?p?r  Friday  fo  Monday,  in 
JaH-  *.  nave  been  planning  this 
excursion  for  what  seems  like 
nionths,  and  have  succeeded  in 
convincing  myself  that  there  are 
ping  to  be  absolutely  no  prob- 
lems.  All  I  have  to  do  is  put  a 
change  of  clothes  in  a  bag, 
assemble  my  son  and  his  panda 
and.  my  jeweUeiy  and  the  box 
containing  my  love  letters  (an 
exasperated  friend  once  observed 
that  I  pack  for  a  weekend  away  as 
though  feeing  from  a  Mongol 
Horde).  Then  I  put  the  lot  in  die 
car.  and  head  for  foe  M40.  If  we 
leave  by  ten  at  the  absolute  latest 
on  Friday  morning  we  could  be 
there  in  time  for  lunch  and  a  troll 
around  the  antique  shops,  easy. 

In  fact,  none  of  this  happens, 
because  1  become  gripped  with  the 


A  clean  getaway  for  the  weekend 


paralysing  separation  anxiety  that 
always  moves  in  when  1  am  to  be 
away  from  my  house  _f or  more 
than  a  few  hours. I  may  be  side  of 
London  and  longing  to  wake  up  to 
foe  sound  of  birdsong  and  foe 
bracing  report  of  shotgun  fire,  but 
there  are,  I "  decide,  with  the  ’ 
irrefutable  meta-logic  of  foe  hope¬ 
lessly  deranged,  many  unpleasant 
and  time-consuming  tasks  that 
have  to  be  performed  before  I  can 
even  consider  double-locking  the 
front  door  and  waving  goodbye  to 
Greenwich  for  four  whole  days. 

First  I  must  drive  to  Sainsburys 
and  buy  roquefort  and  Parma 
ham  and  tapenade  and  focacda 
and  chocolat  meunier  and  quanti¬ 
ties  of  whisky  and  claret,  in  case 


these  things  are  not  to  be  had  in 
Burford.  (The  £aa  that  we  are 
going  to  stay  with  my  son's 
godmother,  whose  opinions  on  foe 
need  to  have  vast  amounts  of 
alcohol  and  nourishing  food  avail¬ 
able  at  all  times  precisely  reflect 
my  own,  for  some  reason  does 
nothing  to  calm  my  panicky 
conviction  that  there  is :  nothing 
good  in  the  country  —  or  if  there  is, 
they  will  not  let  you  have  it) 

Then  1  must  return  home  (hav¬ 
ing  forgotten,  naturally,  to  fill  up 
with  petrol  at  the  supermarket) 
and,  cursing  volubly  (“Mummy, 


PERSONAL  LIFE 


don’t  say  that  word."  “Thank  you 
so  much  for  reminding  me,  dar¬ 
ling*}.  heave  all  the  shopping  out 
of  the  boot  (with  a  view  to  putting 
.  most  of  it  back  again  later)  and 
change  the  sheets  and  wash  foe 
floors,  so  as  not  to  return  ro  a 
grimy  house  —  so  depressing. 

Washing  the  floors  takes  for¬ 
ever,  because  Alexander  is  keen  to 
help  and  has  to  be  dissuaded  with 
ever  more  taxing  flights  of  imagi¬ 
native  fantasy.  Look.  I  say,  you  are 
Admiral  Lord  Nelson  and  this 
chair  is  his  ship,  HMS  Victory. 
and  here  is  foe  sea  (slosh,  slash 


with  foe  mop).  And  panda  can  be 
Captain  Hardy,  and  together  you 
are  sailing  the  Victory  to  the  Battle 
of  Trafalgar  and  no.  darling,  no 
don’t  get  off  the  chair  because 
you  Ye  foe  Admiral  and  if  you  do 
then,  er,  Boney  will  get  you  and  so 
you  won't  win  foe  battle  and  be  the 
saviour  of  your  nation,  now  will 
you?  "Yew  don’t  want  to  be  the 
saviour  of  your  nation,"  says 
Alexander,  who  still  hasn’t  got 
personal  pronouns  sussed.  Oh 
dear,  well,  urn.  what  would  you 
like  to  be?  “You  want  to  be 
Mummy,  and  wash  the  floor." 


Eventually,  at  -1pm,  when  I  have 
polished  the  inside  of  the  piano  lid 
and  disinfected  the  underneath  of 
foe  loo  cistern  and  gouged  all  the 
crumbs  out  of  the  oven  door  hinges 
with  a  kebab  skewer  and  in  fact 
MrsTinJemouse  herself  could  not 
find  fault  with  foe  state  of  my 
housekeeping,  wc  make  a  move. 

1  consider  calling  Catriona  to  tell 
her  we  might  be  a  shade  late,  but 
decide  it  sounds  mad  to  say  that  1 
couldn’t  leave  home  without  doing 
the  dusting  and  laying  in  a 
booiload  of  provisions  in  case  her 
larder  should  be  bare.  Alexander 
has  by  now  caught  the  general 
tone  of  lacrimae  re  rum.  "Good¬ 
bye.  house,"  he  says  as  we  pull 
away  from  foe  kerb,  in  the 


mournful  accents  of  the  Israelites 
leaving  for  Babylon. 

In  fact,  of  course,  we  aren’t 
going  anywhere  much.  There  is 
Friday  afternoon  gridlock  all  over 
London.  Snailing  past  Park  Royal 
tube  station,  I  buy  an  Evening 
Standard  from  a  bloke  at  the 
roadside  to  remind  Catriona  or  the 
vibrani  London  life  she  is  doubt¬ 
less  missing  already,  having  been 
in  the  Cotswolds  for  24  hours.  But 
foe  paper  has  taken  a  curious  turn 
for  foe  rustic.  Features  pages  are 
given  over  to  articles  on  huntin’ 
and  shoutin'. 

Surrounded  by  the  metallic 
grind  of  a  thousand  cars  proceed¬ 
ing  westwards  in  first  gear,  the 
hallooing  of  our  enraged  fellow 
motorists  ringing  invigoratinglyin 
our  ears,  we  make  good  our  escape 
from  foe  city. 

Jane  Shilling 

MARTIN  RKKETT 


by  that 
flickering 
screen 

Some  parents  ban  TV;  others  allow 


their  children  to  gawp  endlessly. 


Judy  Goodkin  sits  on  the  fence 


At  eight  o'clock  every  cartoon  network  as  soon  a 
Thursday  evening.  I  they  come  home  from  school 
sit  down  with  my  Often  a  video  is  the  last  imagt 

nine  and  ten-vear-  their  eves  will  see  brfon 


At  eight  o'clock  every 
Thursday  evening,  I 
sit  down  with  my 
nine  and  ten-year- 
old  daughters  to  watch  the 
latest  instalment  of  Animal 
Hospital,  a  dean  and  jolly 
programme  presented  by  foe 
dean  and  jolty  Rolf  Harris. 

I  promote  Animal  Hospital 
(and  other  wholesome  pro¬ 
grammes)  because  it  is  safe:  1 
know  Rolf  will  never  take  his 
clothes  off,  behave  violently  or 
form  any  dubious  relation¬ 
ships.  But  I  encourage  it  even 
more  because  it  allows  me  to 
demonstrate  to  my  children 
that  while  our  viewing  may  be 
regulated,  TV  reception  poor 
and  the  attic  where  we  sit  cold 
and  draughty,  we  too  are 
members  of  the  tdeVisiqn- 
wa  tdung  population. 

lii  my  heart  I  know  our 
membership  hangs  by  a  rap¬ 
idly  fraying  thread  anti  tint 
my  daughters  would  change 
their  address  tomorrow  if  only 


cartoon  network  as  soon  as 
they  come  home  from  school: 
Often  a  video  is  foe  last  image 
their  eyes  will  see  before 
failing  asleep  at  night  “I 
suppose  we  should  read  them 
a  bedtime  story  but  we  are  just 
worn  out  parents  who  need  a 
rest”  says  Michael. 

What  began  as  background 
noise  "foe  way  people  used  to 
'  regard  radio"  has  become  a 
vital  prop  to  foe  Matlins* 
family  life  mid  there  is  no 
discernible  effort  to  limit  the 
number  of  hours  their  child¬ 
ren  watch.  “TV  makes  life 
easier  for  us.  We  come  in  tired 
in  the  evenings  and  T  want  a 
quiet  life,  I  don’t  want  to  fight 
with  them.  As  far  as  weYe 
concerned  they  can  use  their 
.  leisure  time  as  they  wish. 

: -That’s  not  to  say  they  can 
watch  filthy  programmes  at 
any  hour  <rf  the  night,  but  at 
the  end  of  a  hard  day  neither 
of  us  is  going  to  start  making 
biscuits  with  them  or  Blue 


they  could  go  and  live  in  foe  -  Peter  models.’ 


Matlin  household.  There, 
three  of  foe  five  colour  tele¬ 
visions  are  permanently 
switched  on,  each  with  the 
volume  turned  full  up.  Nine- 
year-old  Gideon  cites 
London’s  Burning  as  his  fa¬ 
vourite  programme  while  his 
sister  Simone,  at  wily  six, 
freely  watches  the  programme 
my  daughters  may  only  share 
in  vicariously:  Neighbours. 

Michael  and  Linda  Matlin, 
who  both  work  in  sales,  live  in 
a  near  dose  of  modern  houses 
in  north  Manchester  with 
their  two  children,  five  tele¬ 
vision  sets  and  a  satellite  dish. 
It  is  difficult  to  say  when  the 
family’s  daily  viewing  begins 
and  ends  as  it  is  not  unusual 
for  them  to  go  to  bed  with  the 
television  on,  fall  asleep  and 
find  the  breakfast  shows  ready 
to  greet  them  first  thing  the 
next  morning.  The  children 
eat  TV-breakfasts  and  TV- 
suppers.  switching  on  foe  Sky 


-  The  children  seem  con¬ 
tented,  the  parents  relaxed. 
There  is  no  banning,  no  bar¬ 
gaining  nor  any  of  the  sim¬ 
mering  resentment  which  my 
children,  direct  at  me.  Linda 
would  like  Gideon  to  read 
more  and  while  she  admits  it 
is  not  always  easy  to  wrench 
him  away  from.the  screen  to 
do  his  homework,  as  long  as 
he  is  sociable  and  popular  she 
feds  vindicated. 

Television  is  just  .as  central 
to  foe  Cullerier  family  of  north 
London:  in  their  home  all  ex¬ 
ternal  broadcasts  are  banned. 
Jacques,  a  retired  doctor,  and 
his  wife  Estelle  derided  to 
raise  their  only  child.  Sarah 
(now  ten)  in  a  television-free 
environment  Their  impulse 
seemed  flawless,  in  theory. 
"Without  wishing  to  sound  too 
philosophical,  at  foe  end  of 
your  life  you  .hope  to  have 
achieved  a  balance  between 
useful  hours  and  wasted 


Switched  on:  Simone  Matlin,  six,  and  her  brother  Gideon,  nine,  have  a  choice  of  five  television  sets  to  watch;  it  is  not  unusual  for  them  to  to  bed  and  fall  asleep  with  the  TV  on 


hours.  On  which  side  of  the 
scale  would  you  put  televis¬ 
ion?”  asks  Jacques.  "What  is 
raising  a  child  if  not  educating 
her  to  choose  what  is  valuable 
and  discard  what  is  not?” 

In  practice,  once  Sarah  hit 
seven  she  began  to  feel 
painfully  different  TV 
is  a  big  issue  at  school, 
the  soaps  especially explains 
Estelle.  “We  did  not  want  her 
to  be  without  any  cultural 
reference  points.  So  to  make 
her  life  easier  we  bought  a  TV, 
removed  the  receiver  and  use 
the  hollow  monitor  to  screen 
musical  comedies  and  nature 
videos  at  appropriate  times.” 
While  Sarah  still  grumbles 


occasionally,  on  good  days  the 
compromise  seems  to  work.  In 
return  for  foe-next-besi-foing 
to  real  TV,  Sarah  must  accept 
that  her  parents  are  her  pro¬ 
grammers.  “She  is  free  to 
choose  what  she  likes  within 
the  range  we  offer.  Our  choice 
may  be  limited  but  at  least  it  is 
our  own  choice  and  no  one 
rise’s.” 

Jacques  insists  that  Sarah  is 
more  creative,  more  discrimi¬ 
nating  and  has  a  greater  range 
of  inner  resources  to  draw  on 
than  her  television-watching 
peers.  In  the  hours  they  have 
reclaimed  for  her,  Sarah 
reads,  studies  ballet  practises 
foe  piano  and  eats  her  meals 
at  the  table  with  her  parents 


where  they  make  a  point  of 
engaging  her  in  conversation. 
But  no  home  can  tw  hermeti¬ 
cally  sealed.  "Rubbish  will 
find  its  way  in,"  shrugs  Es¬ 
telle.  Sarah  has  carte  blanche 
when  it  comes  to  radio  and  has 
found  her  way  unerringly  to 
foe  Spice  Girls. 

The  Matlins  and  the 
Culleriers  are  poles  apart  yet 
oddly  similar;  both  have 
nailed  their  colours  to  foe  mast 
and  everyone  knows  where 
they  stand.  Although  1  am  con¬ 
vinced  most  programmes  are 
worthless  or  worse  and  that  it 
makes  a  poor  babysitter,  tele¬ 
vision  remains  pan  of  foe 
common  currency  connecting 
us  with  our  fellow  man  and  I 


find  I  cannot  turn  my  back  on 
it  completely.  So  I  sit  teetering 
on  foe  fence  while  my  daugh¬ 
ters  never  see  enough  of  foe 
"right"  programmes  to  keep 
up  with  their  friends.  Instead, 
they  watch  and  feel  deprived, 
foe  worst  of  both  worlds. 


as? 


While  I  continue  to  tie  myself 
in  knots.  Gideon  and  Simone 
have  seen  most  of  foe  adult 
world  laid  bare  before  them 
and.  appear  to  take  it  in  their 
snide.  According  to  their 
mother,  “they  cotton  on  pretty 
quickly  about  which  charac¬ 


ters  belong  together  and  it's 
wrong  to  go  off  with  someone 
else".  Even  so,  there  is  one  pro¬ 
gramme  they  will  never 
watch:  The  one  where  dogs 
with  halitosis  are  taken  to  see 
foe  veL  What  kind  of  nutters 
watch  Animal  Hospital ?" 


Ruth  Gledhill  enjoys  a  taste  of  tradition  at  a  Highland  refuge  in  the  heart  of  Knightsbridge 

A  fine  performance  of  Scottish  pomp 


Best  Sermons  of  1996 

Edited  and  introduced  by  Ruth  Gledhill 


w  THE  CHURCH  was 

!?•••  ijhri  Scottish,  foe  people 
ji*  around  us  were  nearly 

all  Scottish,  foe  service 
was  Scottish,  and  foe 
sermon  was  preached 
K.'J&m  by  the  Moderator  of 
— "  ^  Church  of  Scot¬ 

land.  Normally  a  drive  of  several 
hundred  miles  would  be  needed  for 
such  an  event,  yet  this  rare  meat  was 
to  be  had  in  the  heart  of  Knights¬ 
bridge.  The  Moderator,  the  Right  Rev 
John  Mclndoe.  was  .making  foe 
annual  St  Andrewsnde  visit  o 
London,  and  during  his  tour  would 
meet  foe  Prime  Minister.  ^ Lord 

Mayor,  the  Archbishop  of  gmt er- 
buty  and  the  president  of  foe  Method¬ 
ist  conference,  as  weD  as  visit 
London's  centre  for 

Although  profound  W 

self,  his  wwrak 
only  bv  an  overnight  trip  St  Gii» 
Mtahurgh.  to  cotranemorat  «i« 
return  of  foe  Stone  of  Scone  to 

SXid  was  also  a  return  home 
bSS hi*  permanent  job  is  minister 
foe  London  flagship 
p  ~i _ K»rfpnan  Church  of  Scot 


■ 


m  \'Q- '-vr*?' 


The  Right  Rev  John  Mclndoe 

children  before  they  left  foe  service  for  dedicated' to  St  Columba.  the  Irish 
Sunday  school.  He  spoke  about  foe  patron  oF  poets  who  founded  monas- 
meaning  of  uniformity.  “Whatever  teries  and  churches  in  Ireland  and 
person  we  are,  whatever  jobs  we  do,  Scotland,  most  famously  on  Iona, 
foe  one  thing  which  unites  us  is  that  Columba  was  said  to  have  had  “the 
we  are  all  made  in  foe  image  of  God."  face  of  an  angel"  and,  in  one  of  many 
The  church  stands  tall  and  white  miracles,  succeeded  in  banishing  foe 
like  an  icy  refugee  from  the  Scottish  monster  from  foe  river  Ness  into  foe 
Highlands,  bringing  austerity  to  the  loch.  With  a  congregation  of  between 
luxurious  -surroundings  of  Knights-  300  and  400  each  week,  foe  church 
bridge.  The  church,  which  bears  foe-  serves  the  Scottish  population  of  the 
symbol  of  the  Burning  -  Bash,  foe  .  South  East  in  more  ways  than 
emblem  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  isfc.  •  through  worship.  During  the  week. 


AT  YOUR  SERVICE 


★A  five-star  guide  ^ 

MODERATOR:  The  Right  Rev  John 
Mclndoe 

SERMON:  About  faith  and  belie*. 
“There  must  be  grounds  for  faith,  but 
there  is  always  room  for  the 
spirit."  ★★★★ 

ARCHITECTURE:  Striking  white  stone 
buMng  with  a  tower.  ★★★★★ 
MUSIC:  Mixed  choir  accompanied  by 
Gerald  Bames  on  a  splendid, 
thunderous  organ.  ★★★★ 
LITURGY:  Morning  service  with  hymns, 
prayers  and  sermon.  Communion  tour 
times  a  year:  ★★ 
SPIRITUAL  HIGH:  Wonderfully  and 
•  devoutfy  protestant  ★★★  ★ 
AFTER-SERVICE  CARE:  Fabulous 
home-made  shepherd's  pie,  apple  tart 
and  ice  cream.  ★★★★★ 


r  Vul  nresbvterian  Church  of  Scot-  meaning  oi  unuormny.  vvnaicwr 
P^^which  is  Scotland’s  person  we  are.  whatever  jobs  we  do. 
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but  with  lace  at  foe  70  emblem  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  is, 

was- delivering  an  address  10  T _ _ ' _ -  .  . 


foe  church  is  alive  with  dance  music, 
with  foe  Highland  Club  and  foe 
Clans,  the  Chelsea  Reel  Club  and  the 
church's  own  country  dancing  dub 
meets  there  regularly,  alongside  Alco¬ 
holics  Anonymous  and  other  groups. 

The  church  celebrated  its  40th 
anniversary  last  year,  and  the  organ's 
40th  birthday  was  celebrated  on 
Thursday  with  a  redial.  At  our 
service  we  sang  wonderfully  tradi¬ 
tional  hymns,  and  heard  a  stunning 
anfoem  by  Mendelssohn.  The  Rev 
Calum  MacLeod,  assistant  minister, 
requested  God’s  blessing  on  both 
nation  and  monarch.  “We  pray  for 
foe  unpopular,  the  unconventional, 
for  those  who  carry  secret  yearnings," 
he  said. 

The  Moderator  preached  from  the 
pulpit,  behind  which  stands  the 
chapel  of  foe  London  Scottish  Regi¬ 
ment.  He  described  living  in  foe 
Moderator's  flat  in  Charlotte  Square. 
Edinburgh,  a  property  open  to  foe 
public  and  owned  by  the  National 
Trust  “I  was  going  through  the  front 
door  one  day  (in  my  Moderator’s 
outfit]  as  a  lady  was  coining  out.  She 
had  done  a  tour  of  the  house.  Perhaps 
her  mind  was  running  on  antiques. 
She  put  her  hand  on  my  arm  and 
said:  1*m  sorry  to  be  missing  your 
performance'."  We,  however,  enjoyed 
his  performance  immensely,  and 
thoroughly  recommend  St  Columba *s 
for  all  in  foe  South  East  who  want  a 
taste  of  Scotland. 

•St  Columba*  Church  of  Scotland,  Pont 
St  London  SW1X  OBD  (DJ7I-5X4  2321) 


WHAT  is  a  good  sermon?  Who  are  the  best 
preachers?  How  well  do  they  deliver  their 
sermons?  You  wifl  find  the  answers  to  these 
questions  in  The  Times  Best  Sermons  of  1996, 
edited  and  introduced  by  Ruth  GfedhOL  The 
Times  religious  affairs  correspondent.  You  can 
bity  this  Kvety  and  challenging  bock  for  the  special 
price  of  E7.99,  £200  less  than  the  noma]  mrrp. 

GiedhiD  visits  hundreds  of  churches  of  all 
denominations  every  year  and  she  is  constantly 
struck  by  foe  variety  and  standard  of  preaching 
foe  encounters. 

To  find  examples  of  good  practice  foe;  the 
GoQege  of  Preachers  and  77k  Times,  launched  foe 
first  Preacher  of  foe Year  award  in  1995  with  a  prire 
of  EL0Q0  and  a  specially  comnasaoned  sculpture- 

Thirty  of  the  best  sermons  have  been  chosen 
from  entries  to  the  1996  competition  and  published 
in  this  book.  Seme  are  challenging,  others  are 
enlightening  or  contorting;  there  are  sermons  that 
tackle  the  great  moral  dilemmas  of  the  day  and 
sermons  which  make  the  heart  wait  to  sing. 

You  can  also  read  the  text  of  the  first  winning 
sermon  delivered  by  Preacher  of  foe  Year,  foe  Rev 
Bany  Overend  of  Leeds. 

This  is  a  splendid  book  to  buy  for  yourself  or  to 
give  as  a  gift. 
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TO  ADVERTISE  CALL: 

0171 481 1989  (TRADE) 
0171 481 4000  (PRIVATE) 
•  FAX:  0171 481 9313 


Because  we  think  the  world  of  you 


current  best  boys  on  the  world's  finest  airlines 


SYDNEY 

PERTH 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAU 

SAIGON 

TOK/O 

DELHI 
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£122  £165 
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£251  £402 
£180  £309 
£145  £242 
£63  £63 
£99  £39 
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worldwide  attention  to  detail 


AROUND  THE  WORLD  £609 


THE  T  -8  A  V  E  l  EXPERTS 


NEW  ZEALAND  FROM  £569  RETURN 
Book  now  for  the  best  tares 
on  quality  scheduled  airlines. 


plus  discounted  quality  accommodation  per  room  per  night  from 


AUSTRALIA  £36  •  USA  £31  •  AFRICA  £37  •  PACIFIC  £42  -  ASIA  £38 
USA  CAR  HIRE  FROM  El  2  PER  DAY  •  CALL  NOW  FOR  OUR  WORLD  OR  NORTH  AMERICA  DIRECTORY  ON  0171-938  3939 


All  our.  shops  2  re  open  Mcn-Sat  9- 5pm  •  Trera  until  Tot  •  See  ID-Sp.r, 
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Trailfinders  does  not  impose  charges  on  credit  cards 
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people  think  the  world  of  us! 


For  the  real  towdowa  on  worldwide 
'-'bawl,  Traiffindera fc-iour  one  step 
travel  shop. 

TTaflftoders  offers  more  low  cost 
flights  to  more  desHsatims  than 
anyone.  Experts  n  airfares  since 
1970,  weean  taftor-raake  yoor  very 
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Singapore.  m 
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Airways  flights  and  * 
twin  accommodatioa  m 
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Services 
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Mr  Gopal  is  looking 
particularly  chipper. 
"I  have  arranged  for 
you  to  see  His  High¬ 
ness  the  Maharajah,”  he  beams. 
“We  will  proceed  at  1Z15.”  To  fill 
the  intervening  two  hours,  he  takes 
us  on  a  tour  of  the  palaces  of 
Mysore.  They  lurk  on  every  corner, 
seemingly  dozens  of  them  with 
their  pillars  and  domes  and  drive¬ 
ways  big  enough  to  stage  a  Durbar. 
Even  the  balconies  have  balconies. 
We  pass  an  especially  sumptuous 
pile.  A  summer  palace?  A  winter 
palace?  “No,  no,”  Mr  Gopal  says. 
“The  old  stores.” 

Mr  H.D.  Gopal  is  a  wiry  man  in 
his  late  sixties.  He  knows  Mysore 
better  than  anyone.  For  seven  years 
he  was  Master  of  Ceremonies  far 
the  last  ruling  Maharajah,  who 
ceded  power  to  the  Indian  Govern¬ 
ment  after  Independence-  Mr 
Gopal  inherited  his  post  — 
organising  state  functions  — -  from 
his  father,  who  had  inherited  it 
from  his  father.  It  carried  huge 
responsibility. 

The  Maharajahs  were  —  after 
the  Nizams  of  Hyderabad  — ■  In¬ 
dia  's  richest  rulers.  They  wore  coats 
made  entirely  of  pearls,  sat  on  solid 
gold  thrones  and  commissioned 
jade  chess  sets  studded  with  rubies. 
“Oh  yes,  yes.  yes.”  Mr  G  says. 
“Very  great  wealth 
He  leads  us  round  Mysore's 
suburbs-  The  yellow-painted  bun¬ 
galows  of  the  long-gone  British  are 
settling  into  discreet  decay  as 
Income  Tax  offices.  Tongas  trot 
past,  straight  out  of  Kipling.  And 


Hie  elephant  stabtes  at  Hampi.  200  miles  north  of  Bangalore.  This  vast  ghost  city  has  been  deserted  since  the  16th  century.  It  once  rivalled  Rome  and  is  now  one  of  the  world's  great  neglected  tourist  treasures 
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igh  and  the  mighty 


Mr  Gopal  sighs  nostalgically  for 
tite  -old  days,  when  the  Viceroy 
came  to  banquets,  when  the  royal 
guards  were  given  allowances  to 
keep  their  bushy  moustaches  in 
trim,  when  the  household  staff  of 
15,000  included  U200  in  the  kitchen 
fBut  slowly  we  retrenched”). 

He  checks  his  watch-  Eleven 
o'clock.  “We  will  proceed  to  City 
Palace,”  he  says.  “Come.”  Mysore'S 
City  Palace  is  preposterously  plush. 

.  with  its  solid  silver  and  ivory  doors, 
its  Venetian  glass  and  its  turquoise 
told  gold  pillars  —  once  gold  leaf, 
now.  after  retrenchment,  gold 
paint  It  leaps  fearlessly  beyond 
good  taste.  like  Brighton  Pavilion 
redesigned  by  Walt  Disney.  On 
Sunday  nights,  it  is  lit  by  50.000 
fairy  lights.  Sleeping  Beauty  could 
slumber  happily  here. 

Crowds  of  Indian  tourists  jostle 
around.  They  point  to  the  murals  of 
1930s  processions,  where  the  State 
Elephant  is  just  passing  the  Uptons 
Tea  sign  and  tite  Rolls-Royces  of 
visiting  Rajahs  clutter  the  church 
car  park.  “The  fellows  from  tite 
villages  used  to  come  in  their 
bullock  carts  to  see.”  Mr  Gopal 
says.  “And  look . .  ”  He  points  to  the 
centre  of  a  mural,  to  a  studious 
man  with  waxed  moustache  and 

scarlet  turban.  “This  is  my  father. 
When  J  see  these  scenes  I  feel  like 


FACT  FILE 


Stephen  McQarence  admires  palaces  in  Mysore,  takes  tea 
with  the  Maharajah  and  remembers  not  to  tease  the  elephants 


crying.  They  were  tite  best  days  of 
our  fife.  But  it  is  12.10.  We  will 
proceed  to  tite  Maharajah.”  . 

We  stroll  round  the  back  of  the 
palace,  to  the  private  quarters  of 
His  Highness  Srikaxnhadatta 
NaraSimharaja  Wadiyar.  .Though 
no  longer  the  ruler  of  the  state,  he 
stQl  wields  power  as  an  elected  MP 
and  leads  religious  rituals.  He  also 
breeds  racehorses  and  runs  invest¬ 
ment  companies. 

We  wait  in  a  dark  hallway, 
packed  with  a  whole  zoo  ofistuffed 
animals,  shot  in  Jess  enlightened 
times.  Uons,  tigers,  bison,  ante¬ 
lopes.  bears,  a  monkey  restyled  as  a 
reading  lamp,  an  elephant's  trunk 
niftfly  converted  into  an  umbrella 
stand.  Their  legs  made  good  occa¬ 
sional  tables,  says  Mr  G  and 
withdraws.  “1  will  go  and  come." 

Suddenly,  we  are  summoned. 
We  hurry  through  libraries  and 
secretarial  offices  and  corridors 
lined  with  watercolours  of  Corn¬ 
wall  At  tite  far  side  of  a  wry  large 
room,  opposite  two  exercise  bikes, 
is  His  Highness  tite  Maharajah,  an 
impressive  figure  tn  a  white  dhoti. 
He  casts  an  eye  over  our  visiting 


cards,  signs  a  letter  held  out  by  a 
silent  flunkey  and  orders  tea.  It 
arrives  in  silver  goblets.  His  palace 
grounds  are  now  maintained  by  the 
state  and  His  Highness  is  not 
always  best  pleased.  “I  have  just 
telephoned  them  to  complain."  he 
says.  “The  drives  are  full  of 
elephant  dung!” 

He  reckons  he  can  achieve  as 
much  as  an  MP  as  he  might  have 
done  as  a  ruling  Maharajah  — 
though,  yes,  he  could  “still  cause 
upheaval”  if  he  wanted.  “But  what 
do  you  think  of  Prince  Charles?"  Is 
the  power  of  the  British  royal 
family  waning? 


The  Maharajahs  have  had 
to  move  with  the  rimes. 
Many  of  their  palaces  have 
been  converted  into  hotels 
—  notably  the  dazzling  white 
Lalitha  Mahal  Palace,  echoing  and 
expensive  on  its  own  hill  high 
above  Mysore.  As  a  statement  of 
wealth,  it  could  hardly  be  bettered. 
American  tourists  with  bulging 
bum  bags  stay  in  rooms  once  used 
by  the  Viceroy.  It's  the  world  of 
modem  tourism  which  the  Maha¬ 


rajah’s  sister.  Princess  Meenakshi 
Devi,  has  eagerly  embraced.  She 
runs  her  own  travel  company. 
Regal  Voyages,  from  Bangalore,  a 
two-hour  train  journey  from  My¬ 
sore  through  tite  lush  coconut  palm 
landscape  of  Karnataka  state. 

Bangalore  is  India's  boom  city. 
Its  computer  industry  and  consum¬ 
erism  make  ft  an  icon  of  an 
expanding  nation.  In  a  street  of 
shopping  malls,  pizza  parlours  and 
freezer  warehouses,  the  toy  shops 
sell  Barbie  in  India  dolls  (brunettes 
in  Rajasthani  bridal  dress)  and  CD 
stores  smooch  out  Julio  Igiesias.  At 
a  Louis  Philippe  outlet,  a  young 
assistant  wraps  a  pair  of  socks 
costing  half  a  labourer's  weekly 
W3ge.  “So  much  materialistic 
hunky-funky!”  he  sniffs.  “By  the 
way.  what  do  you  think  of -Salman 
Rushdie?" 

A  pub  culture  thrives  here,  with 
200  startlingly  un-Indian  theme 
pubs.  The  Red  Lion,  with  its  Hay 
Wain  prints,  aims  to  recreate  “the 
feeling  of  a  typical  English  pub  — 
Oh!  to  be  in  England  drinking 
English  beer”.  City  slickers  perch 
on  bar  stools,  their  packets  of 


Marlboro  in  front  of  them.  The 
Princess  organises  tours  that  give 
glimpses  of  the  city's  more  tradi¬ 
tional  life  and  customs.  Half  way 
through  a  day  of  potters,  sari 
factories,  hand-painters  and  Indian 
classical  music,  we  are  ushered  into 
a  dance  teacher’s  from  room,  where 
a  young  woman  is  preparing  to 
show  us  classical  dance.  “This  is 
Miss  Karnataka,"  says  the  teacher 
proudly.  “Winner  of  beauty  pag¬ 
eants.”  Is  she  entering  Miss  India? 
“I  lack  the  height,"  says  the  young 
woman  with  a  downcast  glance. 
“Only  five  feet  six  inches." 

Gradually  we  fill  in  the  gaps  on 
the  Maharajah’s  family  tree.  Jn  the 
Bandipur  National  Park,  south  of 
Mysore,  his  other  sister.  Princess 
Visha  Lakshi,  runs  Tusker  Trails,  a 
wildlife  resort  above  plantations  of 
sunflowers  and  sugar  cane. 

Mr  Gopal  is  in  his  element  as  he 
points  out  the  old.  hunting  lodges 
and  the  spot  where  the  late  Maha¬ 
rajah  shot  the  elephant  whose 
trunk  made  the  umbrella  stand. 
Priorities  are  different  now.  “Teas¬ 
ing  of  animals  prohibited."  says  a 
sign  as  we  set  off  on  a  dusk  safari. 
We  take  care  not  to  tease  the  bison 
or  the  elephants.  Panther  tracks 
pad  through  the  dust  Tigers? 

Maybe  tomorrow. 

■  And  so  to  the  final  branch  of  the 


family  tree  —  to  the  Maharajah's 
brother-in-law.  Gajandra  Singh 
Auwa.  who  illustrates  books  on 
India's  heritage  and  enthuses 
about  Hampi.  He  is  right  to  do  so. 
This  ghost  city,  two  hundred  miles 
north  of  Bangalore,  once  rivalled 
Rome  and  is  now  one  of  the  world’s 
great  neglected  tourist  treasures. 
Its  ruins  —  pleasure  palaces,  bath 
houses,  elephant  stables  —  cover  15 
square  miles  and  have  been  desert¬ 
ed  since  the  J6th  century. 

In  Egypt,  any  one  of  its  temples 
would  be  the  excuse  for  a  Hilton  or 
a  Sheraton.  But  we  spend  a  day 
with  the  site  —  strewn  around  a 
surreal  landscape  of  vast  ochre 
boulders  —  almost  to  ourselves,  a 
rare  chance  to  pretend  to  be  a 
pioneer  Victorian  traveller. 

Women  sit  cross-legged  under 
banyan  trees.  A  monkey  steals 
bananas  from  a  roadside  stall: 
There’s  a  distant  thwack  of  laundry 
being  slapped  on  a  stone  and  we 
stroll  along  the  river  bank  to  the 
fantastically  ornate  Vinhala  Tem¬ 
ple.  Inside,  the  silence  is  almosr 
complete.  It  is  the  perfeci  vision  of 
timeless  romantic  India  —  herds  of 
goats,  swooping  green  parakeets, 
bullocks  with  tinkling  bells.  The 
sun  sets  a  dusty  orange  and  across 
the  ruins  drifts  the  quintessential 
sound  of  modern  India.  “The  run- 
rate  has  been  bang  on  target  this 
innings  and  India  are  31  for  4.” 

The  transistor  radio  plays  an  and 
we  proceed  with  Mr  Gopal. 

•  The  author  toured  Karnataka 
as  a  guest  of  Regal  Voyage s 
/ Bangalore ) 
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■  The  author  fiew  to  Delhi  with 
Air  India  on  a  return  flight  from 
Manchester  booked  through 
TraiHmders  (0171-938  3366). 
Manchester/Ddhi  £384  return; 
Londno/Ddhi  £484. 

■  Bangalore  is  wdl  connected  by 
•  air  and  rail  with  Delia. 

Bangalore/ Delhi  flights  on  local 
airlines  cost  from  £232  return  and 
can  be  booked  m  tins  country 
through  TiaffimdeoL 

■  R^gal  Voyages  of  Bangalore 
(0091 80 334 4066)  organises 
(aflopmade  tours  oT  southern 
India.  A  four-night  chauffeur- 
driven  tour  of  Mysore.  Bangalore 
and  Hampi  costs  from  £235. 

■  Tusker  Trails  of  Bandtpor 
(0091  80  334  2S62)  offer  jeep 
safaris  from  £40  per  day. 

■  Gateway  Hotel  Bangalore, 
has  double  rooms  at  £80  a  day 
finduding  taxes).  Hotel 
Siddharta.  Mysore  Has  double 

>  rooms  at  £8. 

’■British  passport  holders  need  a 
vxs»  for  India,  from  the  Indian  . 
High  Commission  (0171-863  8484). 

■  The  India  Tourist  Office  is  at  7. 

.  Cork  Street,  London  WlX  1PB 

(0171-437 3677). 
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■  Sarah  Anderson  of  the  Travel 
Bookshop  (0171-229  £260) 
recommends:  Penguin  Guide  to 
the  Monuments  of  India: 
Buddhist.  Hindo,Jain  by  George 
Mkhcfl  (Penguin.  £20. 1SBN0 
14008144  5)-  Out,  An  Indian 
Pilgrimage  by  Geoffrey 
Moorfcoose  (Sceptre,  £5.99.  ISBN 
034060191 4).  Cadogan  Guide  to 

■  Southern  India  by  Frank  Rosy 
and  Robert  Isaacson  (Cadogan, 
£1499,  ISBN  I  860 11070  3). 

nlais  in  khaki,  'diploma is  in 


INDIA  GUIDE 


AS  1  AM  about  to  spend  four 
•  months  in  eastern  India,  I 
have  been  studying  most  of 
the  available  guides,  Joe 
Rotors  writes. 

Louise  Nicholson's  India 
Companion'  (headline. 
£14.99)  an  updated  version  of 
India  in  Luxury,  is  the  best 
by  a  long  chalk.  She  leads 
you  off  the  beaten  track  in 
search  of  the  aesthetic  de¬ 
lights  she  dearly  relishes.  In 
Calcutta  she  proposes  a  visit 
to  the  Kumarruli  district 
where  potters  fashion  sacred 
Images  of  Hindu  deities;  in 
Lucknow  she  directs  you  to 
manufacturers  of  chflcankari 
embroidery,  attar  shops  and 
the  Gghtingeocks  or  the 
Amina  bad  Bazin  in  Delhi 
she  recommends  the  medi¬ 
eval  Nnnmuddin  area. 

This  book  (perhaps  in 
conjunction  with  the  Pen¬ 
guin  Guide  to  the  Monu¬ 
ments  of  India)  is  for  the 
sophisticated  tourist.  Miss 
Nicholson  .shares  her  cans' d- . 
erabte  knowledge  of  Indian 
history  and  culture  flke  an 
«Uhusiastk  friend.  It  is  a  ’ 

drink-  The  dub  is  now  a  hold. 


A  Special  Announcement 

7  NIGHTS  IN  COSTA  RICA  FROM  £450.00 


Commenting  at  the  end  of  the  year  we  shall  be 
inaugurating  a  new  direct  service  with  Monarch 
Airlines  between  London  Gatwick  and  Costa  Rica. 
From  January  we  are  making  available  20  seats  per 
flight  on  a  first-reserved  first-assigned  basis  for  a  7 
or  14- night  arrangement-  Essentially  the  arrange¬ 
ment  is  for  those  who  would  prefer  an  unstructured 
programme  by  taking  advantage  of  the  convenient 
flights,  hotels  and  local  representation.  Locally  our 
representatives  are  on  hand  to  assist  with  any visits 
around  the  sights  and/or  car  hire. 

In  addition  we  are  also  able  tooflera  combination 
of  7  nights  in  Costa  Rica  followed  by  7  nights  on  the 
island  of  Cuba. 

THE  COROBICI  HOTEL,  San  Jose 
Only  three  minutes  from  downtown  San  Jose,  the 
CorobitiHotelwith  its  casino,  spa,  fine  restaurants, 
night  club,  shops  and  200  comfortable  rooms  is  an 
ideal  location  for  visitors  toCosta  Rica.  Ever}'  room 
is  luxuriously  furnished  and  has  private  ha  thrown, 
air-conditioning,  remote  control  TV,  safety  deposit 
box.  mini-bar  and  room  service.  , 


or  14  nights  from  £695.00 


DEPARTURE  DATES  &  PRICES 

1997  Thursdays  -  per  person  in  a  twin 
January  9, 16,23.30 
Febniary6, 13.20.27 


March  6. 1 3. 20. 27  -  April  3. 10. 1 7. 24 
May  1.8. 15.22,29 

7  nights  San  JoseX450  (14  nights  £695) 
Single  supplement  X95  M  week!  or  £190  (2  weeks  j 
Easter  supplement  £55  per  person 

Costa  Rica  &  Cuba  Combination 
7  nights  San  Jose  +  7  nights  Havana  fromX750 

IndodvclraiuportAiiiin.  mum  unlvMtcixnniMtilMjnloT  7  or  11 
nif9ltl at  ihchntr  I.  sen-ices  ollocd  rrpiesenUlmn.  Not  tnriintrd- 

fwuniHc,  MtwTt  lasts.  vki  wt  Cum  if  spptiubb.  mute,  tir* 

Pricamj#£jt«l9dBnff.AUbeekfn£iirflccefll«lnii)jertto 
oor  CoadftltM  *f  Booking,  nibble  on  request. 

0171-6161000 

w 

VOYAGE5JUIESVEPNE 
2  \  Dorset  Square.  London  NW 1 

IwlhairtBraUi  ABTAY1K1  AlUblwOB 
Internet  httpAnm.ypr.cii.iik 
Our  offices  an  open  tot  lefaphcnt  fe*en-aln«»iiraekdna  Pam  In 
Kpm  andu  tiwkendj 9am to 3pm.  For pnwuJi=ilKi». our 
office  hours  are  9am  loSjun  Kerkilan  only. 
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Aspects  of  Jamaica:  A  five-bedroom  pad  at  the  Half  Moon  Club  of 


A  place  for  fussy  lotus  eaters 


B 


y  the  time  he  actually 
met  James  Bond,  the 
ornithologist  whose 
name  he  had  stolen 
from  the  spine  of  the  classic 
Birds  of  the  West  Indies ,  lan 
Fleming  had  been  living  in 
Jamaica  for  nearly  20  yeais. 
“A  couple  of  weeks  ago.”  he 
wrote  in  1964,  “they  arrived 
here  out  of  the  blue,  the  real 
James  Bond  and  Mrs  Bond, 
and  couldn't  have  been  nicer 
about  my  theft  of  the  family 
name.  It  helped  at  Customs, 
they  said!” 

Fleming  wrote  all  the  Bond 
books  in  Jamaica,  at  Golden¬ 
eye.  his  villa  near  the  north¬ 
eastern  banana  port  of 
Oracabessa,  now  owned  by 
Chris  Blackwell  of  Island 
Records.  Soon  after  the  war, 
while  still  settling  in.  he  of¬ 
fered  some  advice  to  the 
potential  visitor  from  Britain: 
“I  can  assure  you  that  sun  and 
calm  blue  seas  and  brassy 
heat  can  be  more  wearying 
and  exasperating  than  the 
grey  but  ever-changing  por¬ 
ridge  in  which  you  live." 

Fifty  years  of  tourism  later, 
while  seeing  what  Fleming 
meant.  I  must  beg  to  disagree. 
All  that  sun.  sea  and  heat 
might  get  a  mite  monotonous 
all  year  round  but  for  a  brief 
escape  from  Britain's  sour  old 
climate,  at  whatever  time  of 
year,  they  strike  me  as  pretty 
dose  to  perfection. 

Understandably,  perhaps, 
many  Caribbean-lovers  never 
leave  die  expensive  luxury  of 
their  hotels.  But  if  you're  one 
of  those  travellers  who  can’t 
relax,  or  just  likes  to  explore, 
it's  time  you  sought  out  this 
largeish  island:  140  miles  long 
by  50  wide,  unusually  moun¬ 
tainous  for  the  region,  with 
everything  from  luxuriant 
tropical  vegetation  to  its  own 
distinctive  culture  and  lively 
day-and-night  action. 

For  all  but  the  most  resolute 
beach-potato,  a  leisurely  way 
to  explore  Jamaica's  interior  is 
by  river-raft  along  die  Martha 
Brae,  inland  near  Falmouth 
and  “Cockpit  Country",  a  nat¬ 
uralist's  heaven,  with  almost 
1,000  spedes  of  flowering 
plants  unique  to  the  island. 
Other  scenic  beauties  indude 
the  Dunn’s  River  Falls,  whose 
fresh-and-salt  water  mix  you 
can  sample  as  they  merge  with 
the  sea  by  Ocho  Rios. 

Unusually  for  the 
Caribbean.  Jamai¬ 
ca  also  offers  a  di¬ 
versity  of  historical 
sites,  from  the  Bob  Marley 
Birthplace  Museum  in  Kings¬ 
ton  —  a  must  for  students  of 
reggae  and  Rastafarianism  — 
to  the  stately  old  plantation 
houses  along  the  north  coast 
towards  Montego  Bay:  Green¬ 
wood  or  Rose  Hall. 

-  They  had  their  day  IS)  years 
ago.  Jamaica's  more  recent 
reputation  for  danger  draws  a 
weary  sigh  from  all  you  meet, 
indigenous  or  otherwise.  On 
Air  Jamaica  I  found  myself 
sitting  next  to  the  High  Com¬ 
missioner.  the  sublimely- 
named  Derick  Heaven,  who 


Good  Hops 


Runaway  . 
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FACT 


■  Booked  through  Elegant 
Resorts  <01244  897099}.  a 
scheduled  flight  hi  Montego 
Bay  from  Heathrow  on  Air 
Jamaica  (0181-570  7999).  or 
Gsfwick.  on  British  Airways 
(0345  222111).  car  transfers 
and  one  week's 
accommodation  (room 
only),  would  cost  from  £990 
at  Half  Moon  Club  (001 809 
953  2615)  or  from  £995  at 
Round  Hill  (956  7050). 

■  At  Half  Moon  Qttb,  a 
five-bedroom  villa  With 
private  pool  and  staff  costs 
from  £4,965  per  week  (not 
including  flights). 

■  Elegant  Resorts’ 
Platinum  Plan  offers  fuff 
board,  drinks,  and  afl  sports 
fora  supplementary  £36  per 
person  per  day. 

■  Reading;  the  Travel 
Bookshop  (0171-229  5260) 
recommends:/!  High  Wind 
in  Jamaica  by  Richard 
Hughes  (Harvfll.  £7.99, 
ISBN  0  002  713(2  9-  Middle 
Passage  by  V.S.  Naipatil 
(Penguin,  £6.99,  ISBN  0 140 
029206). 

■  Jamaica  Tourist  Board 
0800  445533. 


my  sons  and  I  were  welcomed 
with  our  surname  spelt  out  in 
flowers,  and  looked  after  al¬ 
most  too  attentively.  Our  five- 
bedroom  pad  came  with 
delicious  home  cooking  (adcee 
and  salt  fish  for  breakfast 
pepperpot  soup  and  jerk  chick¬ 
en  for  dinner),  well-stocked 
bar,  TV  and  video  throughout 
two  golf  buggies  to  roam  the 
400-acre  estate,  not  to  mention 
private  pool  and  Maxi  Priest 
the  reggae  star,  next  door  in  a 
mansion  previously  occupied 
by  Whitney  Houston. 

Golf,  tennis,  water  sports, 
fitness  centre,  even  riding  and 
croquet  along  half  a  mile  of 
bath -warm  seawater  the  Half 
Moon  is  as  sleek  as  these 
places  gfct  —  las  Vegas-on- 
Sea,  for  my  taste,  compared 
with  the  tranquil  charms  of  its 
equally  well-equipped  but 
mare  elegantly  refined  neigh¬ 
bour,  Round  H3L 
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told  me  that  three  of  Jamaica's 
18  police  forces  deal  with  80 
per  cent  of  the  island's  violent 
crime  —  all  in  Kingston.  For 
my  part  as  I  told  him,  I  twice 
dropped  off  my  teenage  sons 
at  the  all-night  Reggae 
Sumfest  in  Montego  Bay, 
watching  with  mixed  paternal 
feelings  as  they  disappeared 
into  a  teeming  throng  —  only 
to  find  them  sleeping  it  off  nod 
morning  with  beatific  smiles, 
having  taxied  safely  back  after 
the  time  of  their  lives.  Jam¬ 
aica's  recent  reputation,  in 
other  wards  (mine,  not  His 
Excellency's),  is  a  bum  rap. 

It  was  an  ironic  silver  lining 
of  last  yeans  Hurricane  Luis, 
which  ravaged  so  many  near¬ 
by  islands,  that  many  long¬ 
time  stay-aways  became  last- 
minute  returnees  to  Jamaica, 
pleasantly  surprised  to  find 
they  were  not  mugged  tm 
sight,  or  offered  ganja  while 
out  shopping  and  that  the 
natives,  with  their  smiling 
refrains  of  “Yeah,  man”  and 
“No  prob-lem!",  are  as  frien¬ 
dly  as  anywhere  in  the  region. 

Some  regulars  measure 
these  things  in  terms  of  hotel 
staff,  who  elsewhere  can  swiz¬ 
zle  your  rum  punch  with  a 
scowl.  At  Montego  Bays  Half 
Moon  Club,  where  we  were 
outnumbered  by  our  Royal 
Villa's  staff  —  butler,  under¬ 
butler,  live-in  chef  and  maid  — 


od  Coward's  piano 
in  the  seafront  bar 
symbolises  the 
calm  of  Round  Hill, 
whose  philosophy  of  unobtru¬ 
sive,  personal-touch  luxury  re¬ 
mains  unchanged  since  it 
pioneered  this  way  of  life  in  the 
1950s.  Again  there  is  an  array 
of  handsome  private  villas  — 
all  with  thetr  own  staff,  many 
with  pods  —  as  well  as  rooms 
in  the  main  house. 

Round  Hill  is  where  JFK 
was  feted  by  the  CBS-TV  boss 
Bill  Paley,  in  the  villa  where 
these  days  Paul  McCartney 
takes  his  family  fm- Christmas. 
For  the  lotus  eater  who  is  fussy 
about  his  lotus,  this  is  para¬ 
dise.  Half  Moon  and  Round 
Hill  are  just  20  minutes  east 
and  west,  respectively,  of  the 
airport  at  Montego  Bay,  and 
ten  hours  from  Heathrow  on 
Air  Jamaica  —  absent  from 
British  airspace  for  the  past  12 
years  but  now  back  in  style, 
rejuvenated  by  “Butch”  Stew¬ 
art,  the  entrepreneur  behind 
the  Sandals  resorts. 

Having  made  my  first  visit 
by  Air  Jamaica  20  years  ago,  I 
am  delighted  to  report  that  it 
has  returned  complete  with  its 
unique  fashion  parade,  where¬ 
by  the  stewardess  who  has  just 
been  serving  you  dinner  sud¬ 
denly  wanders  by  in  sultry 
beadiwear.  Add  an  aerobics 
session,  conducted  over  the 
public  address  system  to  ward 
off  jet-lag.  and  they  help  start 
(and  end)  your  Jamaican  vaca¬ 
tion  in  suitably  serene  style. 

Anthony  Holden 

9  The  author  was  a  guest  of 
Elegant  Resorts  and  Air  Jamaica 


The  beach  bar  at  the  Half  Moon  Club  in  Montego  Bay,  Jamaica,  where  visitors  are  outnumbered  by  hotel  staff 


The  hills  where  slaves 
took  refuge  in  religion 
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There  is  nothing  wrong 
with  Jamaican  beaches, 
but  what  makes  this 
very  fertile  island  so 
reward  ingly  different  from 
elsewhere  in  the  Caribbean  is 
its  hilly  interior.  Here  are 
acres  of  exotic  fruits  (every  one 
you  have  ever  heard  of,  and 
more  besides),  churches  of 
every  known  denomination, 
strange  little  communities, 
and  old  plantation  houses 
which,  unlike  in  Antigua,  have 
not  all  been  destroyed. 

Rose  HaJL  dose  to  Montego 
Bay,  may  be  the  best-known  of 
the  “great  houses”  —  because 


its  mistress,  Annie  Palmer, 
used  to  sleep  with  her  slaves 
before  killing  them  —  but 
Greenwood,  in  the  hills  above 
the  north  coast,  has  the  most 
fascinating  history  and  con¬ 
tents.  Owned  by  the  Barretts 
(of  Wimpole  Street)  since  the 
mid-17th  century,  die  estate 
had  84,000  acres  and  2,000 
slaves.  In  the  1780s  Edward 
Barrett's  income  was  said  to 
exceed  £60,000  per  year. 

Greenwood  boasts  that  no 
other  house  in  the  Caribbean 
has  a  better  collection  of 
furniture  and  artefacts!  My 
eye  was  caught  by  inlaid 


chests,  a  court  jester’s  chair,  a 
cedar  bath  tub  and  a  steel 
man-trap  to  catch  escaping 
slaves.  At  the  top  of  the  house  a 
70ft-tong  veranda  has  a  pan¬ 
oramic,  almost  180-degree 
view  of  the  Caribbean  Sea.  In 
the  garden  below,  John  Crows 
(Jamaica's  ubiquitous  black 
vultures)  swoop  over  the  casu- 
arina  trees. 

Good  Hope,  overlooking  the 
mountainous  Cockpit  country, 
is  a  Georgian  house  converted 
to  a  ten-bedroom  hotel.  It  has 
the  look  of  a  colonial  gover¬ 
nor's  residence.  Other  great 
houses,  such  as  Belvedere  and 


having  been  burnt  when  slav- 

-  „  <  ", 

remind  one  of  Irish  houses 
destroyed  at  the  time  of  inde- 

Doctor  Who 

pendenite.  though  their  estates 
may  still  be  flourishing  today. 
Ax  Belvedere,  one  erf  the  first 
sugar  cane  plantations,  the 
present  owner  breeds  Red  Poll 
cattle  and  has  50.000  trees 
producing  citrus  fruit,  ba¬ 
nanas  and  coconuts. 

If  die  institution  of  slavery 
was  responsible  for  Jamaica's 
great  houses,  it  is  also  directly 
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associated  with  the  prolifera¬ 
tion  of  churches  an  the  island. 
In  the  18th  century  the  Church 
of  England  in  Jamaica  repre¬ 
sented  the  ruling  class;  none  of 
its  Christian  teachings  were 
designed  to  give  succour  to  the 
slave  population.  So  it  was  left 
to  Methodists,  Baptists  and 
Moravians  to  make  common 
religious,  and  more  revolu¬ 
tionary.  cause  with  the  slaves. 

Nonconformist  churches 
went  on  growing:  Pen  recasts  l- 
ists.  Seventh  Day  Adventists. 
Jehovah’S  Witnesses,  Evan¬ 
gelicals  and  Revivalists  all  had 
their  followers.  If  Protestant 
Christianity  has  a  fissiparous 
tendency,  it  is  nowhere  more 
evident  than  in  Jamaica.  No 
one  seems  to  know  quite  how 
many  church  buildings  there 
are  today  in  Jamaica  —  more 
than  900. 1  was  told,  belonging 
to  200  denominations. 


Selling  exotic  fruit  from  Jamaica's  fertile,  hilly  interior 
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_  ■  Air  Jamaica  (0181-570 
'  799^  operotes  femr  ffighls  a 
week  from  Heathrow  to 
Montego  Bay  and  - 
Kingston.  Prices  start 'from 
£684  return. 

■  Caribtnurs  (0171-581 3517) 
offers  one  week  at  Jamaica 
Inn.  Ocho  Rios,  from  El. 109. 
inducting  scheduled  flights 
with  Air  Jamaica;  a  three- 
week  stay  for  the  price  of 
two  between  May  I  and 
October  31.  Jt  also  offers 
-other  Jamaica  hotels  and  . 
breaks  at  Good  Hope. 

■  The  shape  of  the  island 
has  bens  compared  to  a 
turtle.  It  is  140  miles  long, 
and  50  miles  between  north 
and  Saudi  coasts.  Anywhere 
inland  is  less  than  an  hour's 
drive  from  the  sea.  Jamaica  _ 
is  divided  into  three, 
counties—  Cornwall.  - 
Middlesex  and  Sumy. 


See  you 
at  the 
19th  hole 


Ihe  late-night  pyjama 
and  toga  parties  j 
_ _ •  missed  through  legiti¬ 
mate!  tiredness;  Montego  Bay 
is  nine  and  a  half  hours  out  of 
Gatwick,  and  90'minutes  by 
mini-bus  westwards  to  Run¬ 
away  Bay,  where  the  Jamai¬ 
can  SuperClubs  group  is  host 
at  its  400Hbcdrciom  Breezes 
resort  .  . 

The  beach-terrace  mmi- 
Olympics?  More,  J  flunk,  for 
■  lady  arm-wrestlers  and  tug-of- 
.  war  specialists  from  New  Jer¬ 
sey  and  Phoenix.  The  trapeze? 
WeU,  the  back's  a  bit  trouble¬ 
some.  But  of  30  items  chalked 
on  to  the  day’s  beach  schedule 
there  was  plenty  left 
Golf?  That  was  at  a  par-72, 
6,602-yard  championship 
course  ten  minutes'  stroll  from 
the  resort’s  luxuriant  tropical 
gardens  and  tennis  courts.  Iris 
the  one  place  to  take  a  few 

dollars  to  pay  caddies  who  will 
instruct  a  scratch  player  on  his 

swing  or  a  novice  on  ways  to 
hold  a  putter. . 

Scuba  diving?  No  problem 
and  no  extra  cost  Preliminary 
instruction-  was  in  die  pool 
followed  by  a  20ft  plunge  off  a 
boat  to  places  where  tropical 
fish  abound.  Water  siding  was 
much  the  same.  This  was  the 


-Golfers  like  Jamaica. 


May  to  September  hurricane 
season  buttropical  storm  Cae¬ 
sar.  250,  miles  south,  had 
movqi  on,  the  sea  had  calmed, 
mid  beginners  were  allowed 
half-a-dozen  attempts  at  the 
hard  bit  —  rising  tip  as  the 
tow-rope  tightens. 

Probably  the  last  thing  you 
need  ax  a  super  all-industve 
resort,  as  founder  John  Issa 
terms  his  right  Caribbean 
properties,  is  your  wallet.  In 
the  beach  bar,  restaurant  or 
disco,,  daquari.  rum  punch  or 
wine  is  free.  “They  thought 
we’d  be  druzik  dry,"  Mr  Issa 
says.  “Thars  not  the  psycho¬ 
logy.  In  the  hone  you  have  a 
drink  when  you  feel  like  iL  The 
same  here." 


I 


f  you  fancy  a  shopping  trip 
outside  the  4Q-acre  com¬ 
plex.  an  off-duty  waiter 
will  act  as  escort  for  about  £15. 
If  nothing  else,  he  will  under¬ 
stand  Jamaican  patois,  an 
unwritten  goulash  of  English. 
Spanish,  french  and  African. 

•  But  who  needs  shops?  Buffet 
food  in  the  shingle-tiled  beach 
restaurant  is  ample  and  well- 
cooked  by  an  all-Jamaican 
staff.  Local  produce  does  not 

'  stop  at  jerk  pork  and  chicken. 
(Jerk?  A  spicy  sauce  and 
nought  to  do  with  personal 
habits  or  styles.) 

The  tired  or  lazy  will  sun- 
soak  under  shady  palms  on  a 
quarter-mile:  strand*  tempted 
only  by  a  dip  in  the  ocean  or 
lddney-ahaped;  pooL  maybe 
eyeing  the  colourful  scene  over 
an  iced  cocktail.  Laughter! 
What’s  happening  over  there? 
An  arm  wrestle  with  Jodie? 
WeU.  thars  my  aim  writ  and 
truly  twisted.  Running  away 
at  Runaway  Bay.  was  for 
.  Spaniards  300 years  ago. 

John  Samuel 

•  Th  e  author  vms  a  guest  of 
British  Airways  Holidays  (Q1293 
723131}  and  SuperClubs’  Breezes 
resort  at  Runaway  Bay.  Jamaica. 
The  all-in  price  fir  a  melts  stay 
from  July  to  September  is  El  J92 
per  person. 
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hen  driving  around, 
worth  stopping 
admire  the  many 
roadside  churches,  especially 
those  built  more  than  a  centu¬ 
ry  ago.  The  most  unusual 
Catholic  community  in  Jamai¬ 
ca  is  to  be  found  at  Seaford 
Town,  in  the  parish  of  West¬ 
moreland.  In  1835.  at  about  the 
time  slavery  was  abolished, 
some  350 German  immigrants 
arrived  here  from  Hanover. 
Lord  Seaford  let  them  have 
500  acres  of  poor,  hSly  land, 
where  tiny  deed  out  a  living. 

Over  the  generations  there 
was  some  intermarriage  with 
English  and  Jamaicans,  but 
there  has  also  been  inbreeding 
among  the  German  families. 
The  curator  of  the  local  muse¬ 
um,  which  has  a  fascinating 
collection  of  curios,  firm  im¬ 
plements  and  photographs. 


told  me  he  was  95  per  cent 
German.  Apart  from  the 
church,  the  German  commun¬ 
ity  at  Seaford  supports  a 
Catholic  Sacred  Heart  Mis¬ 
sion,  a  clinic  and  .a  vocational 
training  centre,  which  are 
partly  mnded  by  the  German 
government 

Much  less  accessible  are  the 
descendants  of  the  Maroons,  a 
group  of  slaves  who  were 
given  a  form  of  autonomy  over 
the  wild  and  remote  Cockpit 
country,  where  they  went  to 
live  in  the  last  century.  This 
densely  wooded  area  south  of 
Falmouth,  rising  to  iSOOft. 
has  no  roads  and  is  best  left  to 
its  few  local  inhabitants. 

Wherever  you  go.  in  Jam¬ 
aica,  you  will  hear  English 
spoken  in  Jamaican  dialect 
Expressions  such  as  “Hurry- 
come-up"  are  immediately 
comprehensible  when  you 
learn  thar.it  means  nouveau 
ricke.  The  weekly  market  in 
Falmouth  ts  known  as  the 
Bend-Down  Market  because 
all  the  dothes  and  other  goods 
for  sale- are  laid  out  on  the 
ground.  The  rally  drawback,  to 


exploring  inland  Jamaica  is 
the  condition  of  the  roads. 
Many  have  pot-holes*  made 
worse  by  rain,  and  signposts 
on  country  mads  are  tew  and 
far  between.  “All  you  have  to 
do  in  Jamaica  is  ask  the  way." 
■  I  was  told  reassuringly  by  a 
shopkeeper.  When  I  said  that 
the  last  time  I  had  done  so,  I 
had  been  sent  in  the  wrong 
direction,  it  was  endearingly 
predictable  that  he  ~  should 
roar  with  laughter.  .. 

When  once  stuck  behind  a 
.  forty  on  a  mountain  road.  I 
noticed  on  one  of  its  mud  flaps 
the  words:  “High  Hopes — the 
sun  shalL  not  srrtite  thee  by 
day.  nor  the  moon  by  night," 
But  if  the  roads  get  you  down, 
there  is,  or  was.  a  railway  line' 
from  Montego  Bay  through 
the  hills  to  Kingston..  The 
•service  was  dosed  in  1985.  but 
it  is  due  to  reopen  soon.  The 
only  problem  is  that.  in-Jamai¬ 
can,  “soon"  is  not  a  word  that 
.  is  capable  of  any  definition. 

Simon  Courtauld 

•  The  author  mu  a  guest  of  Air 
Jamaica  and  Cvdrtours  .. 
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Indian  Ocean:  A  Robinson  Crusoe  escape  to  the  Maldives;  plus  the  spicy  atmosphere  of  Zanzibar 


A  golden 


no  catch 


In  the  mornings  1  am  woken 
py  the  low  laughter  of  women 
in  bright  saris  sweeping  the 
white  carnet  nf 


1.  ,  -  ,  aC - - 

m  bnght  sans  sweeping  the 
white  carpet  of  sand  with 
palm  fronds  outside  my  terrace.  I 
transfer  from  my  thatched  cottage 
to  my  hammock  slung  between  two 

palm  trees  at  the  edge  of  the  lagoon, 

to  ponder,  not  very  seriously,  how 
to  spend  the  day  ahead  on  An 
Beach  in  the  Maldives. 

The  choices  are  delightfully  limit¬ 
ed.  Little  more  than  a  sandy  spit  a 
mile  long  by  300  yards  wide,  Ari 
Beach  is  one  erf  the1  remoter 
Maldives  —  a  “no  news,  no  shoes" 
island,  it  is  certainly  the  nearest 
thing  I  have  discovered-  yet  to  the 
Robinson  Crusoe  package  prom¬ 
ised  by  an  increasing  number  of 
holiday  brochures  featuring  this 
island  chain. 

Stretching  across  500  miles  of 
Indian  Ocean,  about  400  miles  off 
the  coast  of  Sri  Lanka,  nobody 
seems  sure  how  many  Maldive 
islands  there  are.  Marco  Poio 
claimed  as  many  as  12,700.  though 
the  Government  stipulates  1,190.  of- 
which  198  are  officially  designated 
tourist  islands.  The  locals  live 
separately  on  their  own  islands 
where  the  mainstay  is  fishing,  and 
which  tourists  can  visit  only  with  a 
permit 

The  Portuguese.  British  and 

Dutch  dabbled  with  colonial  rule, 
but  south-east -Asia's  smallest  na¬ 
tion.  99.66  per  cent  of  whose 
territory  consists  of  sea,  gained  full 
independence  as  an  Islamic  repub- 
.lic  in  1965  —  and  is  celebrating  the 
25th  anniversary  of  the  first  tourist 
arrivals  with  a  Visit  the  Maldives 
Year  promotion  next  year.  • 

The  holiday  image  of  ihe  Mal¬ 
dives  does  not  appeal  to  everyone. 
Too  many  “paradise"  islands  turn 
out  to  be  boring  to  all  but  the  most 
dedicated  beach  potato.  Emphasis 
on  “diving  facilities"  conjures  up 
visions  of  smelly  rubber  suits  and 
over-chlorinated  swimming  pools; 
while  warnings  that  fines  will  be 
imposed  on  holidaymakers  bring¬ 
ing  in  duty-free  alcohol  send  out  - 
shock  waves  (though  alcoholic 
drinks  are  widely  and  legally  ;, 
available  in  tourist  hotels).  ^ 
A  new  airport  terminal,  however,-’’' 
created  a  welcoming  impression  ori$! 
ourairival.The  Maldives  airport  is  . 
on  its1  own  island.  HuluJ.  just-' 
opposite  the  capital,  Malfe,  and 
hotel  transfers  are  by  helicopter,  ; 
speed  boat  or  dhoni,  a  wooden  ' 
fishing  boat. 

With  the  huge  gold-coloured 
dome  of  the  Islamic  Centre  domi¬ 
nating  a  skyline  of  warehouses  and 
skyscrapers,  the  capital  is  not  a 
tourist  island,  though  it  is  interest¬ 
ing  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  local  life. 


On  the^  holiday  islands,  you  are 
usually  stuck  with  just  one  hotel  — 
no  local  bars,  caffes  or  even  shops, 
though  there  is  always  -  a  tiny 
mosque  tucked  among  the  palms 
for  the  hotel  workers. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  distin-. 
guish  one  Maldive .  island  from  . 
another.  All  have  coconut  palms, 
haloes  of  glorious  white  sand  and 
turquoise,  lagoons  encircled  by 
reefs  —  plus  the  considerable 
advantages  of  no  malarial  mosqui¬ 
toes.  no  snakes  and  no  violence. 
The  Maldivians  are  veiy  friendly. 
The  islands  have  almost  no  indlge-  . 
nous  plant  life  and  no  resources. 

Although  hotels  have  their  own  !. 
water  and  deoriaty-generating 
plants,  all  food  has  to  be  imparted 
and  refrigerated,  which  means  that  “ 
gastronomy  is  rarely  a  highlight,  ■ 
and  costs  can  be  high. 

Even  rubbish  disposal  is  a  major  . 
problem,  and  on  the  Sight  out  we  ' 
were  issued  with  plastic  bags  for 
our  own  waste  to  be 'carried  back  to 
Britain. 

Despite  the  islands?  physical  : 
similarities,  the  style  of  the  hotels 
varies,  from  sophisticated- five-star 
establishments  — - .  usually  on  the  - 
islands'  nearest  to  Male  —  to  the  .:' 
morelaid-hackescapist  atoUs-sudi  ■  J 
as  Ari  Beaclu  which  can  take  three  . 
hours  to  reach  by  boat,  or  30 
minutes  by  helicopter. 


Potential  Crusoes  will  not 
find  the  five-star  Kuruaba 
cheap.  This  was  the  first 
resort  to  be  developed,  in 
1972.  The  mature  gardens,  spacious 
lawns  and  alleys  brimming  with 
.  frangipani,  arid  bougainvillaea  are  ' 
manicured- to  perfection;  the  airy 
conditioned  bungalows  have 
phones,  television  and  hairdryers; ! . 

Lobster  and  sashimi  are  antoog 
the  50;-or  so  Items  served  at- the 
candlelit  ••  beach-  barbecue  each  : 
week.  Tbenotice-board  lists  hosts 
of  activities,  from  tennis  and. gym¬ 
nastics  ai  the  fitness  coitre,  to  • 
saunas,  every  type  of  watersport 
and  warnings  in  five  languages 
that  nudity;  and  topless  bathing  are 
.  V' 

te^B^^yk-isrtipean-^uTv  diving 
an  -introductory 
dive  on  Xu  rumba,  in  the  lagoon  - 
ratfrer  thap  the  pool,  and  wished  I 
had  mrae  fihteto  aohtinufc 
Kurumathi, .-  the  next  -  island  „  I 
visited,  is  unusual 'in  haying  three: 
hotels,  bne  erf  ftem  aH-in^usiVe; 
with  an  amazing  line  or  cocktails. 
The  repneesentotives  tefl  me  that 
they  plan  activities  on  the-assumpi 
tion  that  new  guests  will  try  them 
all  an  their -first  day,  the  second  wifi 
be  hangover  dayTand  by  .the  third' 


Officially  there  are  1,190  islands  in  the  Maldives,  an  Islamic  republic  and  the  smallest  nation  in  South-East  Asia,  stretching  across  500  miles  of  the  Indian  Ocean 


they  wfll  be  ready  far  action  —  a 
pattern  repealed  fairly  systematic 
cally  throughout  the  holiday 
:  fortnight-  . 

.  ‘  Back  on  Ari  Beach,  . it  was  back  to  ■ 
basics  —  no  pad  dr  television,  the1, 
dining  areas  are  open-sided  'and 
simple,  though  there,  axe  tennis 
courts  and  diving  and  -sailing 
lessons.'  The  manager's  wife  : 
Pfodine  lx  frpm-Tpnbridge..  Kent ' 


as  an  escapast  hideaway,  .  ;  ’ ; 

The  days  soon  develop  .thdr  own 
stow,  satisfying  rhythnv  Orceeve^; 
ning,  I.  went  on  a  ,night-fishing;' : 
excursion  arid,  wilfta  pnmitiye  line 
and  hooks  and  lots  of  supervision,  , 
bagged  acoufrfe  crfred  snappers  for 
supper.  -,  '■ 

Snorkelling  cm  the  reef;  f  plunged 
info  a  new  multicoloured  World 
.where  .1  learned  to  distinguish 
oriental  sweetl  in gs  and  lemon  me- 


.  ringue  wrasses  from  sleeper  gobies 
and  humbug  damsel  fish,  and 
-marvelled  at  the  amazing  parrot 
fish  that  can  change  colour  and  sex, 

.  and  create  whole  beaches  by  nib¬ 
bling  at  the  coraL  • 

Evening  entertainments  are  lim¬ 
ited  —  a  display  of  local  dancing, 
even  crab  racing  —  which  I 
avoided,  having  become  fiercely 
protective  of  my  own  friendly 
president  mollusc. 

VMost  of  the  time.  I  relaxed  in  my . 
-  was  a  minimalist 

£pfew  of  i/'ifeW  ptitep-sfcffiainriering 
Twfavs  suspended  between  translu- 
■  cent  sky  and  sea,  and  the  occasion  a] 
silhouette  of  a  fishmg  dhdrui  dfrift- 
jng  across  the  horizop. 

I  .mighl  -n0l  make  a  habit'  of 
hofitfeyfo^'iri  the  Maldi^;  but  I 
would  oeriainfy-  be’  prepared  to 
nc^  up'a  few  more  atolls  Dke  Ari - 
Beach:  - 


■  Kuoni  (01306  7405000) 
offers  a  week’s  halfboard  at  Ari 
Beach  from  £599  to  £797,  at 
Kuruamba  from  £727  to  £874, 
B&B.  The  Maldives  can  also 
be  combined  with  Sri  Lanka. 
India,  Singapore  and  Hong 
Kong.  Three  nights  in  Delhi 
with  five  nights  in  Sri  Lanka 
plus  six  nights  in  the  Maldives, 
costs  from  £1.039  to  £L221. 


FACT  FILE 


l  HaaDhaflAloB  ? 


■  Weather:  the  Maldives 
have  a  year-round  season, 
but  the  driest  months  are 
from  December  to  April, 
wettest  from  June  to  October. 


Shaviyani  Atofl  '**,  \ 


■  A  new  Maldives  cruise  on 
the  Atoll  Explorer,  carrying  40 
passengers,  visits  several 
Maldives  islands  and  costs  from 
£989  frill  board  for  a  week. 


Jill  Craws  haw 

1 77ie  author  nos  a  guest  of  Kuoni 


■  Diving  schools  in  hotels 
follow  the  Professional 
Association  of  Diving 
Instructors  Open  Water  Course, 
which  includes  nine  training 
dives  and  theory  lessons  and 
equipment  hire.  From  £210. 
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■  Currency:  the  official 
currency  is  the  rufiyah.  but  the 
US  dollar  is  used  in  the 
island  resorts. 


■  Other  operators  include 

Elite  10181-864 

4431)  and  Cosmos  (0161-429 

7773). 


Rani  I  Gaaf  AfltAtoll 
Dhaal 

Atoll  .  . 

Gnaviyare 
Seenu  .  .Atoll 
AlOU  ■ 


■  Reading:  the  Travel 
Bookshop  (0171-229  5260) 
recommends:  Ibn-Battuta. 
Travels  in  Asia  and  Africa  1325- 
054  tra  ns.  H.A.R.  Gibb 
(Darf.  £15,  ISBN  I S50  770026). 
Guide  to  Maldiws  by 
Royston  Ellis  (Bradt.  £11.95. 
ISBN  I  898  32323  2). 


You  can  smell  the  spices 
as  you  step  off  the  plane 
—  doves,  cinnamon, 
nutmeg  and  others  too  subtle 
to  identify  —  wafting  like  an 
aerial  bouquet  garni  from  the 
north  of  the  island,  where  they 
grow  in  profusion. 

I  had  last  visited  Zanzibar 
44  years  ago.  on  a  day  ashore 
from  the  SS  Kenya.  Then,  the 
Sultan  had  sailed  out  in  the 
royal  barge  to  greet  us.  The 
last  of  the  Sultans  —  and  all 
the  Sultanas  -  have  gone, 
toppled  in  a  revolution  in  1964. 
But  the  palace,  the  barge  fold 
their  trappings  remain,  and 
many  older  Zanzibaris  still 
speak  of  them  with  respect  — 
as  they  do  of  the  Dutch,  the 
Germans  and  the  British,  all 
of  whom  stamped  their  stan¬ 
dards  and  education  systems 
on  the  island.  Even  my 
minicab  driver.  Seif  (“I  drive 
safe-Ty.  beep-beep,  ha  ha*), 
had  sat  the  Oxford  and  Cam¬ 
bridge  Joint  School  Certificate 
examination  in  1952  and 
passed  with  four  credits. 

Sadly,  since  the  revolution 
Zanzibar  has  become  more 
dilapidated  than  ever,  with 
much  of  the  lovely  white 
architecture  besmirched  by  a 
creeping  black  mould,  public 
transport  erratic  and  the  aon- 
omy  on  a  switchback. 
preservation  order,  backed  oy 

a  United  Nations  grant  has 
halted  demolition  of  all  build¬ 
ings  of  architectural  merit 
and  there  are  hundreds. 

Stonemasons  are  restoring 
crumbling  walls  and  fegadK. 
Carpenters  and  ntetalsmiftis 
are  fashioning  replicas  of  the 
famous  Zanzibar  doors  — 
massive  rectangles  of  maho¬ 
gany  or  teak,  elaborately  stud- 


ZANZIBAR  FACT  FILE 


;  ^  nC  , 


■  Getting  there:  Gulf  Air  (0171-408 1717) 

flies  to  Zanzibar  from  Heathrow  from 
£1,063  return:  British  Airways  (0345 
222111}  flies  to  Dar-es-Salaam  with 
connecting  flights  to  Zanzibar  (30  min) 
by  Precision  Air  or  Air  Tanzania;  £999 
return.  Trfoffinders  (0171-938  3939)  has 
savings  on  standard  fares  (eg,  £4tK  to  £567). 
Specialist  operators  Somak  (01S1-423 
3000).  Cordial  Tours  (018M05  0100)  or  Wfld 
Africa  Safaris  (0171-259  9908)  offer  five 
nights’  B&B,  including  airfare,  from  £579  to 
£915  per  person,  depending  on  season. 


Zanzibar -today  enjoys  a  high¬ 
er  per  capita  income  than  the 
nest  of  Tanzania,  but  the 
econofhy  is  linked  to  the 
dollar.  While  I  was  there  the 
G7  ministers  were  in  session, 
trying  to  decide  how  best  to 
prop  up  the  dollar,  and  so  it 
was  dearly  a  time  for  invest¬ 
ment  to  be  “frozen". 

Everywhere  there  are  half- 
built  bouses.  Yussef  Khan,  a 
private  building  contractor, 
told  me:  "When  times  are 
good,  people  invest  in  bricks 
and  cement  Then  the  curren¬ 
cy  loses  its  value  and  they  tell 
me,  ‘Stop’.  Then  they  tell  me: 
’We  have  more  money  —  put 
the  roof  on’  or  whatever." 


WORD-WATCHING 


Answers  from  page  21 
VISEMENT 


(b)  Consideration,  deliberation,  reflection, 
thought.  An  aphetic  form  of  the  Old  French 
avisement.  “Thou  ane  a  foie  ixi  that  case:  For 
lhou  spekes  without  visement" 


YOKOHAMA 

(c)  A  toponym  from  the  Japanese  dty.  used  as  a 
specific  epithet  for  fine  cloth  and  also  birds.  “A 
domesticated  breed  of  jungle-fowl  known  as  the 
Japanese  long-tailed  fowls  or  as  Yokohama^." 


.VOLSELLA 

(c)  Tweezers.  From  the  Latin  iw Isella  Tweezers 
or  forceps,  from  the  past  participle  stem  uf 
vellere  to  pluck.  “Volsella.  or  Vulsella,  an 
Instrument  tn  pull  up  Hairs  with  by  the  Root. 
Tweezers:  Or  a  Chyrurgions  little  Tongs,  which 
are  of  different  shape  according  to  the  Diversity 
of  their  Use." 


VACCARY 

(a)  A  place  where  cows  arc  kept  or  pastured:  a 
dairy-farm.  From  the  medieval  Latin  iiiccaria. 
from  the  Latin  vaeca  a  cow. 


One  area  where  ”stop- 
go"  is  not  applied  is  in 
tire  north  of  the  island, 
where  nature  dictates  events. 
The  cotton  and  banana  planta¬ 
tions.  coconut  groves,  spice 
trees  and  herb  fields  are  still 
the  mainstay  of  Zanzibar's 
foreign  earnings,  with  doves 
accounting  for  60  per  cent.  I 
followed  “the  spice  trail"  and 
Alt',  my  guide,  proved  more 
than  a  botanist:  he  described 
uses  for  the  spices  far  beyond 
their  culinary  norm. 

"Those  leaves."  he  said, 
pointing  to  the  camellia-like 
leaves  of  a"  clove  tree,  from 
wliich  bundles  of  green  doves 
were  sprouting,  “we  boil  them 
and  give  them  to  pregnant 
women  to  stop  vomiting”. 

He  popped  open  a  whis¬ 
kered  annatto  nut  and  re¬ 
leased  a  shower  of  red  pips: 
‘African  women  paint  their 
lips  and  fingernails  with 
those."  Then  he  broke  off  a 
brittle  stick,  oozing  black  res¬ 
in.  “Liquorice,'*  he  said. 
^Taste." 

My  favourite  anecdote  con¬ 
cerned  the  nutmeg.  “Muslim 
ladies  use  it  to  remove  their 
shyness,"  Ali  explained. 

"They  dry  it  and  grind  it  and 
put  the  powder  in  tea  or  coffee, 
wo  or  three  hours  before 
going  to  bed.  It  makes  them 
feel-  sexy.  But  it  has  the 
opposite  effect  on  the  husband. 
So  who  gets  it  in  their  drink 
depends  on  how  the  woman 
feels  that  day.”  I  will  be 
watching  for  the  slightest 
whiff  of  nutmeg  in  future. 


irsT*isa 


■  Where  to  stay:  the  Shangani  (00255 
54-33688),  Mazsons  (33694;  fax  33695). 
Dhow  Palace,  Tembo  and  Serena  Inn  in 
Zanzibar  town,  or  Fisherman’s  Resort 
(30208;  fax  30556)  and  Sau.Inn,  Kidogo 
and  Sun  Rise  on  the  coast  Prices  range 
from  £8  per  person  per  night  (room 
only). in  the  Kidogo,  or  £20  B&B  in  the  Sun 
Rise;  to  L42-E6S  per  person  per  night 
(half-board)  In  the  Fisherman's  Resort 
Central  hotels  range  from  £48-£65  (£52- 
£68  B&B  in  the  Serena  Inn). 


■  Recommended  tour  operators  are 
Staffs  in  Zanzibar  town  sell  produce  Chemah  Tours  and  Safaris  (fax  33385)  and 

.  •  grown  in  the  north  of  the  island  •  Rainbow  Touis &  Travel  (fax  334%). 


5  nts  S^tm’  &  5  nts  ZauUxtr 
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&  3  nis  Zanzibar 
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0181  423  3000 


ded  with  pointed  brass  knobs 
(origfriaUy  to  keep  out  ele¬ 
phants)  —  for  hotels,  restaur¬ 
ants  and  public  buildings. 

The  harbour  is  no  longer  a 
haven  t  only  for  wooden  dhows . 
and  fishing  boats.  I  watched 
hydrofoils  and  island  ferries 
take  on  passengers,  while  two 
container  ships  were  queueing 
to  berth.  Telephone  and  mail 
services  are  efficient  and  I  saw . 
mobile  phones  appear  cm.  of  * 
slits  in  the  voluminous  white 
robes  of  several  young  men. 

But  as  I  walked  the  old 
Stone  Town  again,.  I,  was 
struck-  by  bow  .  linte  had. 
changed  in  half  a  century.The 
emporia,  full  of  cut-price  mer¬ 
chandise.  were  still  there;  the 
potholes  were,  if  anything, 
deeper:  men  in  richly  embrof-. 
dered  fezzes  still  flip-flopped - 
•  *  ■'••••. 
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by.  murmuring  .  Vombtr. 
(“Good  day*);  women  still 
scuttled  into  dark  interiors  at 
the  slightest  glint  of  a  camera. 

I  walked  up  Shangani  Street 
to  check  on  the  English  Club, 
once  a  second  home  to  colo¬ 
nials  in.  khaki,  ‘diplomats  in 


cotton  suits  and  naval  chaps  in 
white  dqck.  Two  miniature 
cannon  still  guard  foe  front 
door:  the  buffalo  head  still 
peers  down  the  staircase  but  it 
is  white  with  dust  signs  still 
point  to  “Committee  Room" 
and  "Ladies  Powder  Room" 
but  the  stench  stops  you  in 
your  trades.  The  tub-sited 
billiard  table  is  stacked  in 
pieces  against  a  wall  and  the 
white  pedestal  weighing 
machine  —  marked  in  stones 
and  ounces  and  bearing  the 
sign'  “Weigh  Yourself  at  the 
English  Club”  —  is  encrusted 
with  verdigris  and  rust 
The  veranda  —  designed 
like  the  deck  of  a  ship,  with  a 
view  over  the  Indian  Ocean  — 
still  has  a  bar  but  1  had  to 
wake  the  barman '  to  get  a 
drink-  The  dub  is  now'  a  hotel. 


A  classic  tour  of  the  Middle  Kingdom  with 
the  number  one  expert  and  specialist 

This  cour  is  ideal  for  the  first-time  traveller  to  China  as  an  introduction  to 
the  country  or  for  those  who  have  already  been  and  may  wish  to  revisit  all 
die  wonderful  sights  that  Beijing.  Chengde  and  Xian  have  to  offer,  such  as 
the  Forbidden  City,  the  Great  Wall  and  the  Terracotta  Warriors  to  name  but  a  few. 
The  itinerary  has  been  tactfully  arranged  to  include  all  of  the  major  and  less 
centrally  located  sights  and  allow  one  to  explore  the  rest  with  ease  at  one’s  own 
pace.  Due  to  the  extremely  competitive  price  of  this  tour,  demand  is  expected  to 
be  high  so  early  booking  is  recommended  to  avoid  disappointment 


Hid  1  Afternoon  non-stopAir  China  to  Beijing, 
DOT  2  Arrive  Beijing  in  the  afternoon  and  transfer  to 
the  tourist  dass  Parkview  T anon  Hotel 
DOT  3  Visit  the  magnificent  Forbidden  Gty  and  the 
beautiful  Summer  Palace.  (BL) 

DOT  4  &  5  Ac  leisure.  (B) 

DOT  fi  Drive  to  Chengde  and  stay  at  3-scar ’ttmshan 
Hotel  £n  route  Is  a  mque  visit  to  the  Jhuhanllng  pair 
of  the  Great  Wall  where  we  savour  the  stunning 
scenery  over  a  relaxing  picnic.  (Bl) 

DOT  7  Via:  the  imposing  Bght  Outer  Temple  foBowed  by 
the  vtet  m  Bangeu  Peak  by  cable  car.  (BL) 


DOT  8  Drive  bade  to  Bering  for  the  short  ffl  jhc  to  Xhn 
and  transfer  to  the  tourist  ebss  Empress  Hotel  (Bj 
DOT  9  Full  day  visit  to  the- world  renowned  Terracotta 
WirriOri,  the  nearby  Hua  Qtng  Hot  Spring  and  Banpo 
Neolithic  Museum,  foci  in  the  City,  visit  the  Ming  Gty 
WalL(BL) 

DOTS  10  Ry  back  to  Be$ng  for  2  more  nights.  (B) 

DOT  1 1  At  leisure  providing  opportunities  far  some 
last  minutt  shopping  for  ulk,  poreetain,  cfaconne  and 
bequerware.  (B) 

MY  12  Depart  Beijing  in  the  aftfimoon,  arriving  at 
Heathrow  tne  same  day.  (E) 


NORTHERN  DELIGHTS  TOUR 
Departures,  prices  and  single  tgpp; 

1996  DM  2129 . 83S  (I75J 

1997  Jan  26 . ft3S  (175) 

Mar  30 . 968  (175) 

Apr  13, 2D,  May  4, 18  ..998  (175) 

jut  27; Aug  10,24  . . .  H88  ((75) 

Sep  7. 14,21,28  . 1188  (175) 

OCE5.  I2 . 1188  (173} 

Oct  19 . 1158  (175) 

Oct  26 . 1096  (175) 


For  tours  of  China,  talk  to  the  experts, 
we  Ye  at  home  in  the  Orient. 


Phone  24  hour  horijne  tor  our  superb  brochure 

01233  211810 
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S%  off  basic  tour  price  on  bookings  mode 
direct  wtth  CTS  before  31  January  1997 
(save  up  to  £129  per  couple) 
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WEEKEND  *  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  7  J996 


Britain:  From  Dundee  to  Penzance  on  board  the  UK’s  longest  scheduled  rail  journey;  plus  Christmas  breaks 
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A  long  way  to  go  to  run  out  of  steam  break  in 

Dundee 
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The  Tay  Bridge,  first  of  many  engineering  landmarks 


It  may  not  be  the  longest 
train  ride  in  the  world 
and  it  is  certainly  not  the 
most  glamorous,  or  even 
the  quirkiest  It  has  never  been 
featured  in  any  of  those  celeb¬ 
rity  compilations  of  the 
world's  great  train  journeys 
and  Paul  Theroux  has  never 
written  about  it. 

But  for  the  sheer  density  of 
its  points  of  interest.  British 
Rail's  six  times  a  week  Dundee 
to  Penzance  train,  marketed  as 
The  Comishmaru  the  longest 
scheduled  passenger  journey 
in  the  country,  takes  some 
beating. 

For  704  miles  from  the 
Tayside  coastline  of  northeast 
Scotland  to  its  destination 
within  ten  miles  of  Land's 
End,  the  train  carves  a  cross- 
section  through  the  geography 
and  daily  routine  of  the  natron. 

It  starts  at  or  before  dawn  at 
one  of  the  most  easterly  ex¬ 
tremities  of  the  British  Isles 
and  finishes,  after  the  end  of 
the  working  day.  dose  to 
England's  most  westerly 
point  It  is  unique  in  serving  as 
a  commuter  service  during 
both  rush  hours  at  opposite 
ends  of  the  country. 

The  service,  usually  pulled 


by  a  soot-encrusted  Intercity 
12S,  creeps  out  of  Dundee 
station  at  6.40  each  morning, 
Sundays  excepted.  For  most  of 
the  year  it  is  flagged  away  in 
the  cold  pre-dawn  Scottish 
dark.  . 

During  the  summer,  the  few 
passengers  around  to  witness 
it  are  treated  to  one  of  the  most 
stunning  of  a  series  of  picture 
postcard  views  as  their  train 
trundles  across  the  Tay 
Bridge.  In  the  first  of  its  many 
guises  during  its  trip,  tire 
departure  starts  as  a  morning 
commuter  train  for  the 
Joddbroker  belt  of  rural  Fife. 

The  train  fills  with  pin¬ 
striped  bankers,  lawyers  and 
fund  managers  heading  for 
their  offices  in  Edinburgh's 
Charlotte  Square.  It  must  be 
one  of  the  most  civilised  rush 
hour  trains  In  the  country. 
There  are  always  plenty  of 
spare,  seats  and  sweeping 
views  of  the  coastline  of  east¬ 
ern  Scotland,  culminating  in 
the  spectacular  run  across  the 
Forth  Bridge. 

Near  Edinburgh  the  train 
passes  within  yards  of  lowly 
Raith  Rovers'  minute  football 
ground  —  the  first,  and  possi¬ 
bly  least  impressive,  of  the 


End  of  the  line  and  Jonathan  Piynn  has  had  enough  after  12  hmns,  704  mfles  and  24  counties  of  his  rail  journey 


Microsoft'-  Encarta  '  97  Encyclopedia . 


string  of  sports  stadiums  that 
can  be  seen.  By  contrast  the 
next  is  Murrayfield.  capacity 
64.000.  home  of  Scottish 
rugby. 

At  Edinburgh's  Waveriey 
station,  where  The  Comish- 
man  arrives  at  0804,  the 
character  of  the  train  utterly 
changes.  Out  get  the  pin¬ 
stripes  to  be  replaced  by 
students,  tourists  and  pension¬ 
ers  catching  what  is  one  of  the 
first  Intercity  trains  of  the  day 
going  south  from  the  Scottish 
capital. 

The  day  I  caught  the  train- 
one  of  only  three  who  got  on  at 
Dundee  and  were  still  aboard 
at  Penzance  —  the  passengers 
joining  at  Edinburgh  included 
a  Canadian  family  heading  for 
Bristol,  bound  for  Salisbury 
on  a  whistle-stop  tour  of 
Britain.  With  tire  majority  of 
ImerCity  trains  heading 
straight  to  London,  such  cross¬ 
country  oddities  as  77ie  Cor- 
nishman  are  invaluable  to  the 
dedicated  tourist 

From  Edinburgh,  the  train 
plunges  through  the  Border 
Country  smith  to  Berwick- 
upon-Tweed,  England’s  most 
northerly  town,  and  to  my 
surprise,  one  of  its  most  attrac¬ 
tive.  Passengers  have  a  pan¬ 
oramic  view  of  its  raws  of 
perfectly  preserved  Georgian 
town  houses  from  the  soaring 
viaduct  across  the  estuary  — 
another  treat  for  aficionados  of 


DUNDEE  TO  PENZANCE  FACT  FILE 


■  Fares  for  the  trip  start  from  £84  for  a  limited  availability 
Apex  return  booked  at  least  seven  days  in  advance.  Standard 
single  fare  is  £104.90.  first-class  E15L10.  A  saver  return  is 
£133.60,  while  a  Supersaver  (not  Fridays)  is  £115.10  return.  . 
Crosscountry  havea  “Voyager”  package,  including  return 
travel,  two  free  meals,  phis  unlimited  free  tea  and  coffee  and  a 
free  newspaper— £11620  standard.  £17480  first-dass. 

NB;  All  return  journeys  from  Penzance  to  Dundee  involve 
a  change  at  Edinburgh  as  there  is  no  through  service  on  the 
journey  bade. 

■  Hotels  and  guest  bouses  closest  to  Dundee  station  in¬ 
dude:  The  Old  Steeple  Guest  House  (01382  200302,  double  £32 
to  £44),  The  Trawl  Inn  (01382  20324a  double  £355Q)  and 

the  West  End  Hotel  (01382  225712,  double  room  E30  to  £51). 


Britain’s  greatest  vistas.  And  it 
is  still  not  0900. 

It  is  about  this  time  that  the 
Penzance-bound  passenger  be¬ 
gins  to  appreciate  why  77je 
Corrjishman  has  never  rated 
as  a  glamour  train  trip.  The 
food  is  dire.  Soggy, 
microwaved  bacon  rolls  are  all 
very  well,  but  when  they  are 
tire  culinary  highlight  of  a  12- 
hour  train  journey,  something 
has  to  be  wrong.  A  dining  car 
is  out  of  the  question.  The  train 
is  not  used  by  enough  of  tire 
business  marker  to  make  it 
pay. 

With  luck,  this  will  soon 
change  for  the  better  following 
last  month's  sale  of  Cross- 
Country.  the  BR  subsidiary 
that  runs  The  Comishmaru  to 
Richard  Branson’s  Virgin 


Group.  Mr  Branson  has 
promised  a  major  overhaul  of 
the  trains  and  a  new  range  of 
hot  and  cold  meals  based  on 
tire  food  served  cm  his  Virgin 
Atlantic  airline. 


At  Newcastle,  after 
ticking  off  yet 
another  splendid 
railway  bridge.  The 
Comishman's  passengers  are 
taken  inland  for  a  tour  of  some 
of  the  great  towns  and  cities  of 
the  North.  Durham.  Darling¬ 
ton,  York  and  Leeds  follow  m 
quick  succession,  with  the 
character  of  the  train  again 
changing,  now  becoming  a 
mid-moming  local  stopping-, 
service. 

With  five  changes  of  conduc¬ 
tor  during  the  course  of  the 


day.  foe  train's  voice  changes, 
too.  Announcements  thatwere 
made  in  foe  early  morning  in  a 
guttural  Scottish,  ament,  now' 
come  over:  in  a  Yorkshire 
dialect  By  foe  end  of  the  day 
the  names  of  the  stations  will 
.be  called  out  in  a  rolling  West 
Country  burr.  But  that  is  stiH  a 
long  way  ahead. . 

More  sites  trundle  past  foe 
window  —  the  crooked  spire  of 
Chesterfield  and  Derby  Coun¬ 
ty’s  Baseball  Ground  football 
stadium  —  before  the  train 
reaches  the  grimy  outskirts  of - 
Birmingham. 

For  a  trip  that  begins  and 
ends  by  the  sea  and  spends 
much  of  its  journey  bounding 
through  tire  countryside,  this 
is  a  shocking  contrast  For 
perhaps  only  a  half-hour  The 
Conitshman  is  hemmed  in  ty 
the  dingy-industrial  landscape 
of  the  West  Midlands,  but  it 
feels  longer.  ’ 

The  next  stop  is  nearty  '90. 
minutes  away  at  Bristol,  al¬ 
lowing  a  leisurely  lunch  select¬ 
ed  mom  the  range  of 
“international  cuisine”  offered 
in  the  buffet  On  my  trip  tire 
choice  was  rmcrowavwi  packet 
lasagne  or  microwaved  packet 
chicken  korma.  Roll  on  Virgin 
Rati.  The  -only  consolation  is 
that  after  Birmingham  the 
views  pick  up  again. 

Beyond  Bristol,  eight  hours 
after  departing  Dundee,  the 
change  in  atmosphere  on  foe 


STATION  TO 
STATION 


train  is  palpable.  The  sea 
appears  once  again  as  The 
Cohushman  makes  iis  spec- 
'  tacular  sweep  alan^  the  sear 
front  -  past  Dawfifo'  .  and 
Tagnmouth.  On  a  day  packed 
with  great  train  vistas,  this  is 
the  bestofalL  - 
.  It  is  now  evening  and  at 
.T&nntcxr  tire  train  begins  to  AD 
with  schookhfldren.  going 
.  hrane.  Al  Plymouth,  where  it  is 
scheduled  to' arrive  just  before- 
5pm,  it  becomes  a  rushrhaur 
commuter  train  for  the  seated 
time-  in  .foe  day.  Bid  this  is-  a 
different  clientele  from  fire 
money  men  of  Fife.  - 

The  suits  are  of  ;  foe; 
grey,- crumpled  vari¬ 
ety  worn  lay  middle 
znanagement  -  the 
length  and.  breadth  qf  Britain, . 
The  office makers  headingflar 
their  homes  in  tire  commuter, 
towns  and  villages  of  eaStem 
.  Cornwall  are  no  different. 
Beyond  Plymouth,  7he  Car- 
rdshman  purrs  over  its  finest 
railway  structure  since  it  left  .. 
Newcastle^  foe  Tamar  Bridge. 
This  is  deepest  Brunei  country 
and  the  bridge  is  one  of  his 
masterpieces.  - 
Into  Cornwall  tire  last  of  24 
. .  counties  passed  through  since 
Dundee,  the  train  once  again 
becomes  a  local  stopping  ser¬ 
vice,  calling  at  ati  seven  sta¬ 
tions1  between  Plymouth  arid 
Penzance,  and  taking  two 
hours  to  reach  tire  end  of  the 
line.  The  countryside  is  pretty, 
but  the;  novelty  of  sitting  for . 
hours  watching  the  world  roll 
by  has  long  passed. 

By  this  stage  only  the  most 
fanatical  of  hardened  anoraks  i 
can  still  be  taking  pleasure: , 
from  the  journey.  The  sight  of 
:  St  Mkhaehs  Mount  with  foe 
certainty  of  Bsnzance  a  few 
miles  beyond  at  1855  is  abuse 
-relief. 

'  Penzance,  where  we  arrived 
15  minutes  late,  is  literally  the 
end  of  the  tine.  More  than  300 
-  miles  from  London  and  700 
from  Dundee,  foe  sight  of  the 
grimy  tram  nestling  up  to  foe 
buffers  is  deeply  satisfying.  I 
have  never  cfctoe  foe  Trans- 
Siberian  Express,  but  I  doubt 
whether  many  '  travellers 
emerging  at  Vladivostok  after 
their  seven-day  trek  have  felt  a 
greater  sense  of  achievement. 

Jonathan  Prynn 


DUNDEE  is  one  of  11  less 
fashionable  cities  which  have 
joined  forces  to  convince  visi¬ 
tors  that  they  can  offer  just  as 
much  on  a  short  break  as 
London,  Edinburgh  or  York. 

Under  the  banner  “Great 
British  Cities”,  they  are  pro¬ 
moting  bargain  deals  m  a 
range  of  hotels  from  four-star 
palaces  to  simple  guest 
houses,  and  publicising  attrac¬ 
tions  open  all  the  year.  _ 

; .  Weekend  deals  range  from 
£40  a  person  for  two  nights  in 
tire  Shaftesbury  Hotel,  a  con¬ 
verted  jute  baton's  mansion, 
to  £98  for  two  nights’  dinner, 
bed  and.  breakfast  in  foe 
Angus  Thistle  Hotel- 

Other  dries  in  foe  consor¬ 
tium  are  Aberdeen,  "Derby, 
Glasgow.  Leeds,  Leicester. 
Liverpool.  Manchester,  Not¬ 
tingham,  Portsmouth,  and 
Stoke-on-Trent.  Details  from 
city'  tourism  ■  centres.  For 
Dundee,  01382  434664. 

Go  north 

GRAMPIAN  Country  Cot¬ 
tages  still  has  a  few  properties 
available  for  rent  over  Christ¬ 
mas.  Guests  will  receive  a 
complimentary  bottle  of 
whisky  and  festive  decora¬ 
tions.  The  cottages  indude 
Granary  WharfVilIas,  dose  to 
a  sandy  beach  for  that  Boxing 
Day  swim,  and  Dykeside  Cot¬ 
tage,  on  a  working  farm, 
mass  range  from  £225  to  £350 
a  week.  Dentils,  01464  861778. 

Party  on 

FOR  the  largest  self-catering 
house  party  in  Britain,  Help¬ 
ful.  Holidays  is  offering  a 
;  former  hold  with  accommo- ' 
dafion  for  up  to  31  guests. 
Situated  on  the  River  Yeaim 
estuary  at  Newton  Ferrers, 
soufo  Devon,  the  property  has 
its  -  own  private  jetty  plus 
parkings  for  15-ears.  It  costs 
EZJ05&- for  20  guests  in  Christ¬ 
mas  week  with  the  price  rising 
for.-  extra  visitors^  •  Details, 
'-01647  433593. 
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Cruising 


•OAKLEY  Court  Hotel.  Wind¬ 
sor  plans  a  Boxing  Day  morn¬ 
ing  cruise-  along"  tire  Thames 
aspartof  a  three-ragjtu  festive 
;•  break.  The  hotel  offers  all  the 
trimmings.-  from  midnight 
;  mass  to  mulled  wine  and 
mince,  pfes  in  -  a  Victorian 
cdunfry  house  atmosphere. 
The  price  for  force  nights’  full 
boardis  £435  a  person.  De¬ 
tails,  Q1753  609988. 

For  singles 

SOLO’S, -Whfdt  specialises  in 
holidays  for  single  people,  is 
offering  a  three-night  Christ¬ 
mas  break  with  dandng  every 
evening  at  foe  Aubrey  Park 
Hotd.  Hertfordshire.  Other 
afrractions  include  a  full 
Christinas:  lunch,- a  tour  of 
Roman  St  Albans,  a  panto- 
mime  ^nd  quiz.  The  half 
board  price  is  £309  a  person. 
Detafls:  0181-951  2800. . 

Get  active 

FOR  THOSE  who  want  a 
realty  active  Christmas,  a 
walking  tour  and-  activity 
break,  both  based  at  Pfencerrig 
Hofei  ontheWdsh  border,  are 
oil  offer  from  Acton  Activities 
from  December  .23to26.- Both 
indude  a  traditional  Christ- 
■  mas  lunch  and  lufl-bqarcPwith  " 
the  walking  *  holiday  ,(£170  a 
person)  featuring*  trips,  ted  by 
guides  along-  the  '  Wye. 
The  activity;  break."4£250  a 
person)  indudes  ;  mountain 
bike  riding,  whitfcAvater  raft¬ 
ing  and  absdfiag; .  Details, 
01432830083.' 
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ILL  CRAWS  HAWS  INTERNATIONAL  TRAVEL  TIPS 


Iceland  back 
in  business 


ICELAND'S  tourism  was  put  back 
m  business  on  November  27  when 
the  road  over  Skeidarasandur.  pS 
of  Highway  I  that  circles  the 
country,  was  reopened.  Bridges  and 
part  of  the  road  were  swept  away  by 
flooding  after  the  ice  melted  under 
Europe's  largest  glacier 
*e  eruption 

of  the  Lakt  volcano  on  October  L 
Skidoo  trips  on  the  glacier,  fishing 

and  four-wheekJrive  safaris  are 

popular  summer  activities.  Swim- 
mtng  is  possible  in  the  geothermal 
Blue  Lagoon  even  in  winter,  while 
Reykjavik  has  almost  reached  cult 
status  as  a  city  break  destination 
following  reports  the  part  purchase 
of  a  cafe  there  by  Damon  Albam  of 
Blur. 

Latest  information  from  Iceland 
Tounst  Board  (0171-388  7550). 


Secret  Spain 


SPECIALISING  mainly  in  -  Italy 
Fine  Art  Travel  (0171-437  8553)  has 
introduced  a  week's  Madrid  and 
Toledo  tour  for  October  next  year, 
led  by  former  British  Ambassador 
to_  Spain  and  hispanophOe  Lord 
Nicholas  Gordon  Lennox  who,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  able  to  unlock  the 
secretive  doors  of  Spain  Ts  private 
bouses  and  collections  in  and 
around  Madrid. 

Private  visits  on  the  tour  include 
the  Palario  de  Galiano  at  Toledo,  the 
Casa  de  la  Rambla  at  . Segovia  and 
the  Palario  de  Liria  in  Madrid,  The 
Prado,  the  Thy  ssen-  Bomemi  sza 
Collection  and  the  Escorial  are  also 
on  the  itinerary. 

•  _  In  the  Italian  programme,  private 
visits  to  the  Sistine  Chapel,  escorted 
by  Robtn  Lane  Fox.  will  prevent 
guests  being  jostled  by  the  hoi  polloi 
on  a  tour  of  Rome.  He  also 
accompanies  an  autumn  trip  to 
Florence  on  which  one  of  thepriyate 
visits  is  to  the  Palazzo  Frescobaldi, 
in  the  same  family  for  over  L000 
years. 

The  tours  cost  about  £2.400. 


Make  tracks 


£645  return  for  car  and  driver,  plus 
E12-ES7  for  sleeping  accomm¬ 
odation. 


Turkey  treat 


TURKISH  specialist  Tapestry  Holi¬ 
days  (0181-742  0055)  promises  un¬ 
crowded  resorts,  flexible  itineraries 
and  heads  of  character  awry  from 
commercialisation  and  mayhem. 

Holidaymakers  slaying  at  the 
harbour  town  of  KaDcan,  who  want 
to  sample  a  voyage  in  a  traditional 
wooden  boat,  can  take  a  two  or  three 
night  muse  as  part  of  their  fort¬ 
night,  costing  an  extra  £120 .full 
board.  A  week’s  B&B  at  the  Hotel 
Yelken  in  Kalkan  starts  at  £309.  two 
weeks  £379. 

From  the  Hotel  Physkos  in 
Turunc  Bay,  a  resort  that  is  still 
unspoilt  despite  increasing  num¬ 
bers  of  day  tnppers  from  Marroaris, 
spring  and  autumn  guests  can 
participate  in  special  tbeme  weeks 
consisting  of  walks,  drives  and 
picnics  to  historical  sites,  Turkish 
baths  and  fishing  villages.  A  week's 
sdf  catering  at  the  Physkos  starts  at 
E319.  two  weeks  from  £409. -The 
theme  weeks  cost  £150  extra. 


Coach  deal 


COACH  operator  Eurolines  (0990 
143219)  has  increased  its  daily  7 V 
hour  service  to  Paris  from  twice  to 
three  times  a  day  during  the  closure 
of  the  Channel  TunneL  A  full  adult 
return  costs  £43,  under  26s  and  aver 
60s  pay  £39.  Ideal  for  a  visit  to  the 
Louvre. 


High  note 


RAIL  passes  and  discount  cards  for 
children,  under  26s,  couples  and 
over  80s  are  listed  in  the  Rail  Shop 
1097  guide  (01S1-880  8160).  With  the 
Euro-Domino  Freedom  Pass;  you 
can  travel  as  far  as  you  like  on  any 
three,  five  or  ten  days  during  the 
month  in  19  European  countries  and 
Morocco.  Prices  start  at  £105  for 
three  days  within  France,  £85  for 
under  26s.  Fbr  Motorallers.  a  new 
Qdais-Rimmi  service  takes  19 
hours,  costing  from  £322  single. 


WITH  a  programme  of  100  different 
operas  in  34  destinations,  mostly  m 
Europe  but  some  as  for  afield  as 
Glimmer-glass  in  the  US,  JMB 
Travel  (01905  428401)  ofifers  holiday- 
makers  the  flexibility  of  choosing 
their  own  dates,  means  of  travel  and 
performances. 

New  for  next  year,  the  season  at 
the  Theatre  de  la  Monnaie  in 
Brussels,  built  on  the  site  of  an  old 
Mint,  includes  Tristan  und  Isolde , 
Peter  Grimes  and  Ariadne  auf 
Naxos.  Prices  are  from  £319  for  two 
nights  B&B,  including  opera  tickets 
and  return  travel 


Ski  America 


AMERICAN  skiing  is  now  compet¬ 
ing  with  Continental  prides  —  and 
snow  conditions  are  superb.  Be¬ 
tween  January  10  and  February  26 
Virgin  Holidays  (01293  617181)  offer 
return  flights  to  Boston  in  New 
England,  seven- nights  B&B  accom¬ 
modation  in  Littleton.  New  Hamp- 

shfre  plusseff-drive  car  hire,  costing 
from  £349.  Skiing  on  Heavenly* 


slopes  near  Lake  Tahoe  in  Califor¬ 
nia.  return  flights  from  Heathrow  to 
San  Tranrisco,  seven  nights  accom¬ 
modation,  plus  car  rental,  costs 
from  £369,  while  seven  nights' 
accommodation  for  skiing  on  Mam¬ 
moth  and  June  mountains  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  with  flights  to  LA  costs  from 
£399  including  the  car  hire. 

Note  dial  the'  “free"  car  hire 
exdudes  damage  waiver  and. local 
taxes,  which  in  New  England,  for 
example,  cost  $147,  or  £92  for  a 
week. 


BAY  ROBERTS 


Scottish  sail 


ABERDEEN  will  hast  the  start  of 
the  1997  Cutty  Sark  Tall  Ships  race 
between  July  12  and  15,  as  more  than 
80  square-rigged  sailing  ships  as¬ 
semble  in  the  city  for  the  race  which 
goes  on  to  Trondheim  and  Stavang¬ 
er.  finishing  in  Gothenburg. 

The 3.000 crew  members  expect  to 
be  joined  by  half  a  million  specta¬ 
tors  for  a  series  of  events  culminat¬ 
ing  in  the  Parade  or  Sail,  the 
traditional  forewell  of  the  ships  as 
they  move  to  the  start  line. 


Plane  pass 


CAMPUS  Travel  (0171-730  3402) 
offers  students  and  under  20s  Brit¬ 
ish  Skytrekker  Airpasses  from 
about  £27  per  flight.  With  a  five 
coupon  air  pass  costing  £139,  the 
holder  could  take  in  London. 
Guernsey,  Plymouth.  London 
again,  Aberdeen  and  back  to 
London.  Seven  coupons  cost  £189, 
three  coupons  cost  £89.  All  travel 
must  be  completed  by  September  17. 


Irish  abode 


“THE  Romans  never  came  to  Ire¬ 
land,  so  relieving  the  tedium  of 
straight  roads,"  explains  the  new 
Country  Cottages  of  Ireland  (0990 
©1177)  brochure,  the  latest  offering 
from  the  Thomson-owned  English 
Country  Cottages  Group.  There  are 
properties  from  restored  Georgian 
country  houses,  to  simple  converted 
cottages  sleeping  two. 

Scam'f  View  Cottage  In  Co  Kerry 
is  half  a  mile  from  the  village  and  its 
pub,  four  miles  from  the  beach, 
there  is  an  inglenook  fireplace  and 
low  beamed  sloping  ceiling  in  the 
bedrooms  for  hitting  heads.  It  sleeps 
four  (plus  cot)  and  costs  from  £509 
for  a  week  in  early  May  —  £956  in 
high  season,  both  including  the  car 
ferry.  . 

The  Georgian  Richmond  House 
is  in  the  Dare  Lakes  area  of  Corofin. 
its  grounds  overlooking  the  River 
Fergus.  It  can  sleep  nine  plus  a  baity 
in  a  cot,  and  a  meal  service  is 
available.  The  house  costs  from 
£U46-£lj666  a  week,  including  the 
ferry  crossing. 


The  Venus  de  MHO  in  the  Louvre:  Eurolines  coaches  go  to  Paris 


Night-time  is 
the  right  time 


There  a  re  uniold/uuxpa.s- 
wairing  to  be  made  in 
the  subterranean  world 
of  the  Paris  nightclub.  For  a 
start,  night-life  dots,  not  begin 
until  the  early  morning  — 
showing  up  at  a  club  before 
lam  is  seen  as  gauche  or 
desperate.  Then  there  is  the 
struggle  to  cross  the  ihreshold- 
of-thomoment.  denied  if  you 
are  not  on  some  secret  guest 
list  or  one  of  “les  lookes"  -  the 
trendy  und  beautiful. 

This  week's  trends  —  it  is  tou 
rislty-  to  predict  much  further 
—  include  the  continuing  rise 
of  salsa,  tango  and  samba 
nights  as  well  as  world  parties: 
the  appearance  of  small,  late 

drinking  clubs  _ 

and  restaurants: 
and  the  disco 
revival. 

Dedicated  club¬ 
bers  weigh  their 
options  seriously, 
consulting  tile 
monthly  Mova 
magazine,  and  its 
listings  section, 
detailing  specific 
nights  at  each 
club,  one-off 
raves  and  events, 
prices  and  ad¬ 
dresses.  In  thclat- 
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Also  in  the  ina-casingly 
happening  Bellevillc-Menil- 
montant  area  is  La  Fleche 
d’Or,  an  old  railway  station 
converted  into  a  bar  with 
mismatched  tables  and  an 
equally  mismatched  clientele. 
It  is  more  scruffy  than  glitzy, 
but  incredibly  right-on.  with 
bands  and  dancing  at  the 
weekends. 

The  true  disco  experience 
can  still  be  had  at  Queen,  a 
large  gay  club  which  has 
mixed  nights  including  Satur¬ 
day.  Platform  boots  and  glitter 
may  be  worn  for  disco,  al¬ 
though  there  are  also  more 
mainstream  techno  house 
nights.  Les  Bains  is  Euroirash 
heaven,  with  rich 
men  in  suits  and 
supermndels 
dancing  in  the 
former  Turkish 
baths.  Ordinary 
human  beings 
consider  them¬ 
selves  lucky  to  he 
able  to  pay  the 
large  admission 
fee  -  the 
doorperson  is 
Marilyn,  an  enor¬ 
mous  woman 
with  unfathom¬ 
able  tastes.  For 


est  edition  Nova  prorides  a 
guide  to  the  clubs  who  let 
women  or  les  nanas  in  free  at 
the  start  of  the  night.  in  order 
to  lure  les  mecs  —  the  guys. 
This  is  helpful,  since  most 
dubs  charge  Frt>0  to  Frl40, 
and  drinks  are  very  expensive. 

For  daily  club  news,  tune 
into  Radio  Nova  on  101.5MHz 
at  6pm.  In  Figamscnpe  in 
Wednesday's  Figaro  news¬ 
paper,  there  is  a  Nuctumc 
listing  of  dubs  and  parties. 
Otherwise,  the  Time  Out  Eng¬ 
lish  section  of  Pariscope  maga¬ 
zine  provides  a  limited  guide. 

The  old-fashioned  193u 
dance-hall  Le  Balajo  has  re¬ 
gained  prominence  with  its 
Latino  nights,  as  has  La  Java 
in  Belleville,  but  be  warned 
that  French  clubbers  tend  to 
take  lessons  in  salsa  or  tango 
and  display  their  expertise. 
Nothing  more  embarrassing 
than  being  whisked  off  by  a 
snake-hipped  Frenchman, 
only  to  lumber  in  his  arms. 
The  serious  attention  paid  to 
dancing  means  that  the  Latino 
dubs  are  not  forced  into 
becoming  a  meat  market. 


those  who  just  want  to  dance 
and  have  a  guod  time  without 
dracunian  door  policies,  the 
twice-monthly  Bal  on  Satur¬ 
days  at  the  Elysee  Montmar¬ 
tre  is  a  good  bet. 

Both  "the  Metro  and  the 
limited  evening  bus  service 
stop  just  after  midnight.  Night 
buses  run  every  hour  on  a  few 
routes,  but  most  people  take 
taxis. 

At  popular  late-night  places, 
such  as  Chatdel  and  I  he 
Bastille,  there  is  often  a  long 
wait  at  ranks,  making  it 
worthwhile  to  walk  home  or 
call  a  taxi  before  you  leave  the 
dub. 


Kate  Muir 


•  La  Java.  105  Rue  Faubourg  du 
Temple.  I  Ith.  42 02 20 S2 

•  Le  Balajo.  9  Rue  de  Lappe,  l Ith, 
47000787 

•  La  Fleche  d'Or,  102  his  Rue  de 
Bagnolet.20th.43  72  42  44 

•  Queen,  102 Avenue  de  Champs- 
Elysees.Sth.42  89  31 32 

•  Les  Bains.  7  Rue  du  Bourg- 
I'Abhe.  3rd,  48  S70ISH 

•  Le  Bai.  Elysee  Mommanrv,  72 
Boulevard Rochechouan.  ISth.44 
024542 


CHECK-IN  ’ 


NEW  YORK  fr 

BOSTON 

WASHINGTON 

TORONTO 

FLOODS 

VANCOUVER 

BflXfi 

MEXICO  CUT 
SOUTH  AFRICA 
BANGKOK  - 
SINGAPORE 
BONG  KONG 
NEW  ZESLflND 


£174 

£196 

£206 

£217 

£223 

£237 

£310 

£368 

£373 

£383 

£388 

£429 

£432- 

£626 
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'ROUND  THE  WORLD 


LONDON/ 
BANGKOK/ 
SYDNEY/.  ‘ 
LOS  ANGELES/ 
LONDON 
FROM  £680 


We  proride  a  fu<  range 

of  services  for  youth  and 
student  trweBerc.  inctafino 
aufrdAwpKSBi 
travel  insurants  tow®* 
aawmnudatioft  or  hire. 
ID  ends.  admnbirc  wits. 


Bflston/New'fg 
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1  San  Francisco 


K£W YORK 6  * CHKAfiOJ* 

vrtAMl  -  RAIlSCre 


BOSTON  2 


♦  over  200  other  ISA  destination*  available 
Pirate  call  for  our  Special Jons  to  tb, 
Caribbean  C-  Cuuudu 

ATLANTIC  &  PACIFIC 


Offidanyappoin.cdronrolldp.ors 

for  American  Airline1 . 


^  0171  437  6011  m 

AC  ^Fax:Qt7i  439  21^0  ^ 
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ANNUAL 
TRAVEL 
INSURANCE 
FROM  £46. 


With  holiday  insurance 
starting  from  just  £46, 
contact  the  name  you 
can  trust  fbr  the  best 
deals  on  Annual’  Multi 
7flp  cover.  Other  poli¬ 
cies  available  -  Call  for 
details.  For  travellers 
under  65  years  only. 


General  Accident 
Direct 
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For  the  holiday  of  a  lifetime 


Lowest  abtoiwa  to  MMUHaand  Naw  ZMmd  on  qmttty 
acftsdulad  aWtoea  In  Economy  or  Stain—  taw. 
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OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 
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HOLIDAYS? 

.Jjut  not  alone! 
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lor  Sfiigle  people. 
You'll  never  trsvei 
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Aqe  crones.  3D-4S  or  50-59 


Ring  now  foe  a  brochure 

0181  951  2811 
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BREA 


PARIS 

One  of  the  most 
Romantic  cities 
in  the  world 
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Across  Vietnam  by  motorcycle 


Head  west  from  Hanoi 
and  the  landscape  is 
straight  out  of  a  Chi¬ 
nese  watercolour.  Crags  hang 
suspended  in  mist,  and  dis¬ 
jointed  fragments  of  moun¬ 
tainside  float  between  curtains 
of  doud. 

In  the  valleys,  vast  lime¬ 
stone  mounds  loom  out  of  the 
fog  like  giant  sailboats  adrift 
zn  a  sea  of  paddy  fields. 

In  Vietnam's  recent  tourist 
boom,  the  north  west  has  been 
virtually  ignored.  This  is  curi¬ 
ous.  because  it  is  perhaps  the 
country's  most  spectacular 
and  interesting  region. 

Near  the  Chinese  border, 
Vietnam’s  highest  mountains 
—  forested  peaks  that  the 
French  called  “the  Tonkinese 
Alps"  —  soar  to  more  than 
9,000ft. 

Villages  of  bamboo  stilt- 
houses  squeeze  into  steep  val¬ 
leys.  A  quiltwork  of  paddy 
fields  covers  every  flat  space. 
100  different  shades  of  green. 
Peasants  wade  knee-deep  in 
the  water,  planting,  then  har¬ 
vesting.  rice. 

The  hill  tribes  here  are 
closely  related  to  those  of 
northern  Thailand  and  Laos. 
There  are  three  groups: 
Hmong.  Thai  and  Xao.  The 
stilt-houses  by  the  rivers  are 
Thai,  while  the  Hmong  and 
Xao  live  in  the  hills  in  rarth- 
floored  dwellings. 

Inside,  most  homes  are  sin¬ 
gle  rooms  with  no  fomiture. 
except  one  or  two  large  beds. 
Possessions  are  basic  crock¬ 
ery  preserved  from  the  days  of 
the  French,  chopsticks,  wok, 
vacuum  flask  and.  perhaps,  a 
battered  tape  recorder. 

The  tribes  divide  into  sub¬ 
groups  identified  by  dress: 
blue,  red,  while,  blade  and 
multi-coloured  versions  of 
each,  plus  the  Money  Xao. 
who  use  old  Chinese  coins  as 
decoration. 

Most  people  wear  tradition¬ 
al  dress,  with  intricate  pat¬ 
terns  that  announce  the 
wearers  tribe,  village  and 
status.  Matty  groups,  have 
migrated  from  southern  Chi¬ 
na  only  recently,  ignoring 
offidal  borders. 

There  is,  naturally,  a  catch 
to  ail  this  scenery  and  ethnog¬ 
raphy.  There  are  almost  no 
hotels  or  hostels,  apart  from  in 
Dien  Bien  Phu.  site  of  the 
decisive  battle  that  ended 
French  rule.  Nor  is  there  much 
in  the  way  of  information, 
banks,  or  English-speakers. 
Travel  is  a  challenge,  but  one 
whose  rewards  justify  the 
discomfort. 

As  the  Vietnamese  remain 
unconvinced  that  tourists  real- 
ily  are  allowed  to  use  local 


Mark  Mann  rode  off  the  tourist 


trail  in  South-East  Asia  to  see 


stunning  views  and  roasted  dog 


ROBERT  HARDING 


Vietnamese  people  use  the  road  as  a  meeting  place 
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rare,  crowded  and  unbeliev¬ 
ably  uncomfortable),  the  best 
way  to  get  around  is  10  rent  a 
4WD  car  in  Hanoi  ~  or,  as  we 
did.  some  motorcycles.  A 
guide  is  essential  10  communi¬ 
cate  and  arrange  accomm¬ 
odation. 

Away  from  Hanoi's  chaotic 
mess  of  bicycles  and  mopeds 
the  roads  are  almost  empty,, 
but  still  full  of  unexpected 
obstacles.  On  wet,  winding 
mountain  passes,  lorries 
emerge  from  the  fog  like 
ghosts  —  the  Vietnamese  are 
convinced  that  using  a  head¬ 
light  costs  money.  Bicycles  are 
exempt  from  any  road  rules. 

There  are  potholes,  loose 
rocks,  fallen  trees,  rivers  to 
ford,  bamboo  bridges,  unsur¬ 
faced  sections  and  endless 
tight  curves.  Straight,  flat 
stretches?  There  are  none. 

These  arc  minor  details.  The 
real  prohlem  is  that  the  road 
(not  just  the  edges  of  it.  either) 
is  an  extension  of  everyone's 
living  room.  Children  rush 
unexpectedly  oui  uf  their 
houses:  women  chat  or  sit 
cooking:  crops  are  left  to  dry, 
dogs  fighT:  men  chop  wood, 
vendors  sell  fruit  goats,  pigs, 
chickens  and  water-buffalo 
feed.  Nobody  lakes  any  notice 
of  traffic. 

In  the  event  I  had  only  one 
minor  crash  —  a  cyclist  who 
swerved  suddenly  as  1  was 
overtaking.  None  of  the  by¬ 
standers  looked  surprised  to 
see  me  sliding  along  under¬ 
neath  my  bike.  Our  guide. 
Jean-Paul  was  once  a  major  In 
the  North  Vietnamese  Army 
and  ran  our  trip  like  a  milita  ry 


we  were  somehow  under  his 
command.  “Now  you  eat,"  he 
would  order.  Or.  grabbing  a 
bemused  hill-tribe  woman, 
“take  her  photograph”.  My 
companion  Barbara  would  get 
off  their  bike  (she  was  riding 
pillion  behind  him)  fuming  “□ 
he  fells  me  when  to  wave  once 
more  I'm  going  to  kill  him". 

We  bought  supplies  in  bus¬ 
tling  little  markets  full  of  hill- 
tribe  women  in  colourful  head¬ 
dresses,  trying  to  ignore  the 
cooked  dogs  that  lay  chopped 
info  pieces  like  gruesome  self- 
assembly  kits.  A  roasted  head 
sat  beside  each  dismembered 
carcass,  teeth  bared. 
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In  the  evenings  we  ate. 
cross-legged  on  the  floor, 
in  the  home  of  families  we 
had  met  only  half-an-hour 
earlier.  Jean-Paui  simply 
asked  at  the  nearest  house  if 
we  could  slay.  Nobody  re¬ 
fused.  Like  the  Three  Kings, 
we  came  bearing  gifts,  al¬ 
though  ours  were  an  un¬ 
healthy  trinity  of  sweets, 
dgarenes  and  monosodium 
glutamate  powder. 

After  dinner  the  men 
smoked  tobacco  in  bamboo 
waterpipes  while  wide-eyed, 
open-mouthed  "staring  com¬ 
mittees”  gathered  to  watch  us. 
We  began  to  feel  more  like 
touring  exhibits  than  tourists. 
The  crowd  watched  us  go  to 
bed.  We  sometimes  awoke  to 
find  them  still  gawping  in  the 
morning.  Had  they  been  ihere 
all  night? 

We  slept  with  a  half-dozen 
people  every  night,  for  there  is 
no  such  thing  as^a  spare  bed 


country  and  most  Vietnamese 
have  never  slept  in  a  bed 
alone.  I  wondered  how  they 
produce  so  many  children  in 
such  circumstances. 

When  we  asked  where  the 
toilet  was.  Jean-Paul  would 
demand  "is  it  a  s15**  or  a 
Heated  debate  ensued  among 
our  hosts.  I  wondered  what 
they  were  discussing,  for  the 
answer  was  always  “outside". 
Onlookers  would  then  gather 
to  watch  me  go.  as  if  unsure 
what  might  come  out. 

Conversation  focused  on 
four  questions,  embracing  the 
fundamental  concerns  of  rural 
Third  World  life.  “Where  are 
you  from?"  “Are  you  mar¬ 
ried?"  “Hmv  many  children?" 
“How  old  are  you?"  After  that, 
everyone  looked  puzzled. 

What  were  we  doing  in  their 
village,  with  no  apparent  pur¬ 
pose  except  to  get  back  to 
Hanoi,  which  we  had  only  just 
left?  What  was  the  point  of 
tourism?  And  why  were  we  nor 
married,  especially  as  we  were 
so  rich  —  was  there  something 
horribly  wrong  with  us? 

The  only  foreigners  most 
people  under  -JO  had  ever  seen 
were  the  now-departed  Soviet 
soldiers  and  Technicians,  uni¬ 
versally  despised  for  their 
unfriendly  arrogance.  The 
Vietnamese,  ironically,  speak 
of  them"  with  an  animosity 
totally  absent  in  reference  to 
Americans. 

On  our  bikes,  crowds 
formed  to  cheer  us  through 
villages,  like  Damon  Hill  win¬ 
ning  the  British  Grand  Prix. 
Excited  children  jumped  up 
and  down,  shouting  to  alert 
their  friends. 

Out  of  nowhere,  a  surreal 
stretch  of  perfectly-surfaced 
and  deserted  motorway  led 
back  to  the  vibrant  streets  of 
Hanoi.  1  slopped  to  have  a 
broken  brake-lever  welded  by 
a  man  sitting  on  the  pavement 
with  a  blow-lnrch.  Then  we 
returned  the  bikes  and  stag¬ 
gered  off  in  get  drunk. 
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•  Campus  Trawl  I0I7I-73C*- 
8111)  can  book  return  flights  to 
Hanoi  front  Heathrow  nr 
Manchester  for  tfW  { until 
December  23)  or  £bl3  in 
January.  Minimum  stay  of  sewn 
nights,  maximum  six  months. 

•  Jean-Paul.  Thinh:  UNgo 
Nguyen  Thai  Hoc.  Pho  Hang 
Chuo,  Hanoi.  {Telephone: 

Hanoi 23 1583.)  He  speaks 
French,  but  nor  English. 

•  >  c»h  can  hire  moiorv/cies  in 
Hanoi  for  US$10  per  day.  An  off¬ 
road  motartyde  is  best.  Jean- 
Paul  charges  US$10  per  person 
daily.  Other  costs  come  to 
under  US$5  daily. 

•  Three  Moons  in  Vietnam.  A 
Haphazard  Journey  by  Boil  and 
Bicycle.  Maria  Coffey,  is 
published  next  month  by  Abac us 
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by  Raymond  Keene 


THE  Estonian  grandmaster  Paul 
Keres  set  an  extraordinary  record 
by  coming  second  (or  joint  second) 
in  four  world  championship  candi¬ 
dates'  .tournaments,  those  of  1953. 
1956,  1959  and  1962.  Additionally, 
at  the  AVRO  tournament  of  1938, 
he  shared  first  prize,  with  the 
American  grandmaster  Reuben 
Fine,  ahead  of  no  fewer  than  four 
past  present  and  future  world 
champions. 

.  He  was  still  able  to  demonstrate 
super  class,  25  years  later,  when  he 
again  shared  the  top  honours  until 
die  world  champion  of  the  day, 
Tigran  Petrosian,  in  a  tournament 
composed  only  of  the  elite. 

While  he  was  active,  Keres 
collected  his  best  games  into  a 
series  of  anthologies.  The  first.  The 
.  Road  to  the  Top,  containing  51 
games,  has  now  been  reissued,  in 
simplified  modern  algebraic  nota¬ 
tion  as  used  in  this  column,  edited 
by  John  Nunn  (Batsford,  £15.99). 

This  game  is  a  superb  example 
of  Keres’s  tactical  drills,  culminat¬ 
ing  in  a  sacrificial  breakthrough  on 
h7,  with  f7  one  of  the  main  Achilles 
heels  of  the  fortifications'  of  a 
castled  black  king. 

White:  Paid  Keres 
T  Blade  Reuben  Fine 
v  Ostend  1937 

Queen's  Gambit  Dedued 


significant  -  as  White's  centre 
pawns.  Instead  of  this  supine 
course;  Keres  transfers  Ids  queen 
into  direct  alignment  wftft  the  black 
long- 

17 . . .  RfdS  18  Kc3.  In  hisontes, 
Keres  prefers  the  immetfiate  18  £5, 
though  after  18...  NdS  19  NgS'lifi 
20  Ne4Nc3  21  NJ&+JQj8  Things  are 
not  dear. 

IS...  b5  illlM’d' 

20  M  b4  2tdS 

Having  massed  his  forces,  Whitt 
■must  strike.  Further  delay  would 
allow  Black  gradually  to  pro® 
■from,  his  own  powerful  passed 
pawn  on  b4.-Wim  the  text,;  White 
prepares  tohuii  all  his  forces  at  the 
black  king. 

21  ...  ftXdS  22  «S  ;  I m  ... 
23  Ng5  NR 


READERS  are  invited  to 
write  an  amusing  caption  for  the 
cartoon  (right),  from 
The  Strand  Magazine 
(reproduced  with  permission 
frotn  Westminster  libraries; 
Sherlock  Holmes  Collection, 
Marytebane  Ubraiy). 

The  cartoon  will  be  printed 
again  next  week  an  the 
Games  page  with  a  caption 
from  those  submitted. 

;  Send  caption  suggestions  on  a 
postcard  with  your  name  and 
address  to:  Strand  Caption 

CM,  Weekend  Games  Page, 

The  Times,  I  Bennington  Street, 

London  El  9XN. 

Tl»- Editor’s  decision  is  final 
The  dosing  date  for  entries  is 
.  Wednesday.  December  11. 


by  Robert  Sheehan 
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0-0  ‘ 

The  opening  has  been  standard. 
White  has  a  strong  pawn  centre, 
with  a  potential  passed  pawn  in  the 
d-file,  good  development  and  some 
makings  of  an  attack  against  the 
blade  king.  On  the  other  hand 
though.  Black  has  no  obvious 
weaknesses,  and  has  also  succeed- 1 
ed  in  effecting  simplification  which 
could  make  tt  hard  for  White  to 
attack. 

11  ...  Nd7  12  0-0  bG 
13  Radi  Bb7  14  Rfel  Rc8 
15  Bb3  Nffi  16  QM  Qc7 
17  Qh4 

Evidently  an  exchange  of  queens 
would  be  entirely  in  Black's  favour. 
After  such  a  trade.  White's  attack¬ 
ing  chances  would -evaporate,  and 
Black’s  majority  of  pawns  an  the 
queen's  flank  would  ne  at  least  as 


By  Raymond  Keene 
Black  to  play.  This  position  is  from 
the  game  Sedina  -  Miles,  Jakarta 
1996.  An  outside  passed  pawn  is  a 
tricky  customer  for  a  knight  Here 
Whited  knight  on  c3  seems  to  have  . 
the  opposing  a-pawns  under  con¬ 
trol,  but  Blade’s  nest  move  proved 
otherwise.  Wha*  was  it?  '  -  ■ 
Send  answers  on  a  postcard  to  The.- 
Times,  1  Peradngtpri.  Street 
London  El  9XM  The  first  correct 
answer  drawn  on  Thursday  will 
win  a  year's  subscription  to  the' 
Staunton  Society,  inducting  a  free 
invitation  to  the  annual  dinner  at 
SimpsxmVin-foe-Strand.  The  an¬ 
swer  will  be  published  next 
Saturday. 


Blade  should,  have  prepared  23 
. . .  J16,  when  great  eoraplicatiafts 
arise  after  24  efr  hxg$  2S  estl*  Kxf7 
26Re7+. 

24  NAT.  A  brilliant  break¬ 
through  on  one  of  Black's  most 
sensitive  squares,  even  though  ft 
appears  to  be  heavily  guarded. 
Fine  had  overlooked  this. 

24...  Nxfa7  25  Rk3  Qd.  An 
ingenious  riposte,  spwnilaring  on 
the  weakness  of  White’s  back  rank. 
The  attacked  knight  on  h7  cannot 
move,  of  course,  hr  view  of  Qh8 
mate.  Nevertheless,  Keres  can  now 
power  through  with  a  brutal  fn»- 
tai  assault  ■ 

26Qxh7+  K®  Tt  Mm  44 
28QM+  Kb7  3f0n7m 
30  Qf6+  Ka8  31  #6 

Black  resigns.  After  theforcad  31 . 
. .  dxe3  32  exf7*  Riff  33  Baf7+  W7 
34  Qe6+_  Black  either  loss  his 
queen  or  is  mated,  hi  the  midst  Of 
this,  32  . .  .  Kd7  33  Qefr-  Kc7  34 
Rxd*  is  also  fatal  for  mack. 


Lari  week's  solution:  1  Rd 

Last  week’s  winner  D  Geest, 
Richmond.  Surrey 


“Why  should  .we  pay  full  fare  to  return  on  the 
mel  Tunnel?  We  were  only  11  when  we  came  o 


Channel  Tunn 
The  wmnmi 


IN  FRONT  OF  THE  OVERTURNED  STOOL  LAY  A  LUMP  OF  CLAY.  A  SHAPELESS  MESS 


By  Philip  Howard 
VISEMENT 

a.  A  heraldic  blazon 

b.  Consideration 

c.  A  cheval-de-frise 

YOKOHAMA 

a.  A  card  game 

b.  A  throw  at  ju-ptsu 

c.  A  long-tailed  fowl 

VOLSELLA 

a.  An  Alpine  flower 

b.  A  turn  at  dressage 

c.  Tweezers 

VACCARY 

a.  A  dairy  farm 

b.  A  New  Forest  moss 

c.  A  feudal  rent  holiday 

Answers  on  page  17 


COMPUTERS  THAT  attempt  to 
play  bridge  have  not  so  far  pro¬ 
gressed  beyond  beginner  level.  Bob 
Hamm  an ’s  recent  scathing  remark 
about  the  existing  programs  was; 
’They’ll  have  to  improve  to  be 
hopeless."  Nevertheless  there  are 
some  good  uses  of  computers  in 
bridge.  The  teaching  program 
Bridge  Master  is  an  example.  It 
was  written  by  Fred  Gitelman.  a 
member  of  the  Canadian  team 
which  came  runner-up  in  the  1995 
Bermuda  Bowl 

Whar  the  program  does  is  to  give 
you  a  dummy  play  problem.  As  you 
play,  the  cards  for  the  completed 
tricks  are  removed,  if  there  is  a 
sure-tricks  line,  then  if  you  take 
another  line  it  won’t  succeed  —  the 
program  cunningly  moves  the  vital 
cards  around  to  make  certain  the 
second-best  line  fails.  Then  when 
the  hand  is  over  the  screen  displays 
all  four  hands,  and  gives  an 
analysis  of  the  correct  line.  The 
program  has  ISO  hands,  classified 
into  are  five  categories  of  difficulty. 
The  hand  below  is  an  example 
from  category  thnee. 


*987 
V543 
•  KB 

4K5432 


*432 

VKQJ109 

♦  7 

+  QJ109 


*B5 
V87B 
*  Q  J  1098 
+  876 


d?  We  were  only  11  when  we  came  over" 

\  caption  for  last  week’s  cartoon  (above) 
by  Chris  Wilson  of  Beckley,  Oxfordshire 


*A  KQJ  10 
▼  A2 
♦A5432 
+  A 


Contract  Six  Spades  by  South. 
Lead:  king  of  hearts  . 


I  have  shown  all  four  hands,  bur 
when  you  play,  only  the  cards  held 
by  declarer  and  dummy  are  visible. 

You  arrive  in  Six  Spades  with  no 
opposition  bidding.  You  would  be 
quite  happy  to  be  in  Seven  Spades 
—  after  winning  the  heart  lead  and 
unblocking  the  ace  of  dubs  you  can 
cross  to  dummy  with,  the  king  of 
diamonds  and  throw  your  losing 
heart  on  the  king  of  dubs.  Then 
you  play  a  diamond  to  the  ace.  and 
if  that  survives  you  have  the  rest  of 
the  tricks  on  a  high  cross-ruff. 

However  if  you  fry  that  line  in 
Six  Spades,  West  ruffs  your  ace  of 
diamonds  and  returns  a  trump, 
leaving  you  a  trick  short.  The 
computer  announces  bleakly  that 
your  rating  is  “Incorrect". 

What  you  must  do  is  to  start  as 
above,  but  after  cashing  the  king  of 
clubs  duck  the  second  round  of 
diamonds.  That  preserves  the  ace 
for  later. 

Now  you  are  in  a  position  to  ruff 
two  diamonds,  and  draw  trumps, 
and  finally  cash  the  ace  or  dia¬ 
monds.  If  you  manage  that,  your 
raring  is  displayed  as  “Hamman" 
or  “Zia”,  or  the  next  on  the 
program’s  list  of  star  names. 

1  liked  the  program.  In  many 
ways  it  is  an  improvement  on  just 
reading  a  hand  in  a  book.  But  it 
costs  £60  for  180  hands;  for  that  you 
could  get  half-a-dozen  or  so  decent 
books. 

I  must  stress  that  you  need  a 
persona]  computer  to  run  Bridge 
Master.  It  comes  in  Dos  or  Win¬ 
dows  versions,  and  is  available 
from  Chess  and  Bridge  (0171-388 
2404). 

If  you  have  any  doubts  about 
whether  you  have  the  right  equip¬ 
ment,  you  can  phone  Chess  and 
Bridge  for  more  information. 


TO  CHILL  out  at  the  end  of  the  day 
with  something  exotic  and  totally 
undemanding,  take  the  plunge 
with  Artd ink’s  Aquanaut's  Holi¬ 
day.  A  deep-sea  exploration  with  no 
predetermined  beginning,  middle, 
or  end,  it  can  easily  fill  a  lazy  hour 
or  two  and  you’ll  encounter  every¬ 
thing  from  vibrant  shoals  of  small 
fry  to  turtles,  dolphins,  whales  and 
even  (harmless)  sharks. 

The  PlayStation  title  places  you 
in  charge  of  an  international  ocean¬ 
ographic  institute,  your  mission  to 
establish  a; thriving,  colourful  coral 
reef  colony.  This  is  done  by  laying 
vast  blocks  of  feed,  experimenting 
with  different  arrangements  to  get 
foe'  best  results  from  your,  fishy 
residents.  In  time,  they  will  come  to 
visit  aad  may  stay,  or  you  can  drift 
off  any  time  in  your  submersible  to 
seek  them  out  for  yourself.  Inhabit¬ 
ants  came  in  all  shapes  and  sizes 
and  are  always  inquisitive  so  you 
can  attempt  to  strike  up  a  relation¬ 
ship  by  emitting  a  choice  of  sonar 
sounds  from  your  sub.  Only  in  time 
do  you  know  which  arrangements 
attract  or  deflect  which  fish. 

They  all  look  beautiful  but, 
rather  alarmingly,  can  be  paper-, 
thin  as. they  turn  around.  Some 
swim  around  or  flip  over  when  you 
communicate  with  them  but  a  few 


i 

F'-l 


more  adventurous  tricks 
would  have  been  good.  Still, 
there  is  something  delightful¬ 
ly  alluring  about  Aquanaut's 
Holiday  although  perhaps  a 
real  fish  tank  might  be  more 
relaxing  at  the  end  of  the  day. 
Aquanaut’S  Holiday  is  not  for 
those  in  need  of  instant  grati¬ 
fication.  Jt  takes  a  good  ten 
hours  to  get  going  so  It’S  vital 
to  be  able  to  save  your  game. 

One  of  PlayStation^  draw¬ 
backs  is  the  lade  of  a  built-in 
save  facility.  To  do  this  you 
need  a  plug-in  memory  can! 
such  as  Dald’S  Memory 
'Card  Plus.  One  of  the  largest 
cards  around,  it  stores  up  to 
120  games.  Should  you  re¬ 
quire  even  more  PlayStation 
save  options.  Da tel  also 
.  makes  the  Memory  Disc  - 
Drive  which  allows  you  to 
store  games  on  regular  35in  floppy 
discs. 

Sliding  across  from  the  console 
to  the  PC  market,  Sqja*s  Ecco  foe 
Dolphin  is  a  beautifufly-rendered 
eco-friendly  platform  game  on  CD- 
Rom.  There’S  a  fine  rhythm  to  the 
actum  as  you  guide  a  dolphin  high 
diving  and  ducking  through  foe 
water  to  save  family  and  friends. 
Atmospheric  dolphin  song  accom- 


by  Tim  Wapshott 


E verything  from  small  fry  to  sharks 
feature  in  Aquanaut’s  Holiday 

panics  the  bright  adventure 
through  all  30  levels. 

From  Dolphins  to  Dalmatians  as 
Disney  prepares  to  spring  its  live 
101  Dalmatians  on  us,  starring 
Glenn  Gose  as  Cruella  de  Vil.  The 
new  version  differs  from  the  origi¬ 
nal  by  giving  kindly  Roger  Kaddiff 
a  new  job  —  instead  of  a  songwriter 
he*  now  a  games  programmer 
working,  most  fortuitously  for  Dis¬ 


ney.  on  101  Dalmatians  The 
CD-Rom.  The  game  is  even 
plugged  boldy  in  foe  dosing 
credits  but,  to  save  you  trawl¬ 
ing  the  shops  in  vain  in  the 
run-up  to  Christmas,  in  not 
scheduled  for  release  here 
until  foe  New  Year. 

The  only  current  title  offer¬ 
ing  you  a  Dalmatian  to  play 
with  is  Oddballz — and  that’s 
only  momentarily.  Following 
in  the  traditions  of  Dogz  and 
Catz,  Mind. sea  pc’s  Oddballz 
allows  you  to  adopt  a  pet 
which  lives  in  the  computer. 
You  feed,  play  and  stroke  it 
regularly  and  it  grows  into  a 
faithful  computer  companion. 
In  Oddballz  the  weird  ani¬ 
mals  have  largely  canine 
characteristics.  In  one  case 
the  creature  becomes  a  Dal¬ 
matian  then,  I  think,  a  rabbit, 
pig  and  cow  before  reverting  to  its 
normal  self. 

If  you  haven’t  yet  entered 
Cyberspace  Twenty-Eight  there  is 
still  time  —  but  you'll  have  to  be 
quick.  Entries  must  reach  us  by 
Tuesday,  December  10.  We  have  a 
dozen  copies  of  BBCs  excellent 
Mastermind  CD-Rom  to  be  won. 
To  enter,  answer  the  following:  “In 
which  country  was  archaeology 


expert  Magnus  Magnusson  bom?" 
Answers,  on  a  postcard  please, 
together  with  your  name,  age, 
address  and  home  telephone  num¬ 
ber,  to:  Cyberspace  Twenty-Eight 
Computer  Gaines  and  Pastimes, 
Weekend,  The  Times,  London  El 
9XN.  The  first  12  correct  entries 
plucked  out  of  foe  postbag  will  win. 

Finally,  thank  you  to  everyone 
who  entered  Cyberspace  Twenty- 
Seven.  We  asked  which  1960s  star 
sang  on  the  Pet  Shop  Boys  hit  What 
Have  1  Done  To  Deserve  This? 
Suggestions  included  Marianne 
Faithfull  and  Sandie  Shaw  but  the 
answer  was.  of  course.  Dusty 
Springfield.  Our  12  winners,  who 
each  receive  copies  of  PSB* 
Video graphy  Video  CD  are;  Iain 
Roberts  of  Edinburgh.  Malcolm 
Bampton  of  Southport  Thomas 
Brambill  of  Essex.  David  Smith  of 
London,  Jane  Theaker  of  Sheffield. 
Antony  Cartwright  of  Ipswich, 
Robin  Amfield  of  Oxfordshire. 
David  littlewood  of  Lincolnshire. 
Jon  Sendel  of  Sheffield.  Ian  Ander¬ 
son  of  Merseyside,  Anthony  Ellis  of 
Wolverhampton  and  Richard 
Priest  of  Hertfordshire. 

"Cruella  de  Vil.  If  she  doesn’t 
scare  you.  no  evil  thing  will."  From 
the  Disney  song,  Cruella  de  Vil 
(101  Dalmatians,  1961). 
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fj  ACROSS' 

.  I  Alarm  bell-push  (5,6) 

7  Tate  uninhibited  pleasure 
-  fin)(5)  - 

S  Canal-side  way  f7) 

10  Idler  (8) 

11  list  of  dishes,  options  (4)  - 

13  Root  Raleigh  brought  us  (6) 
15  Busy  activity,  old  skirt-ex- , 

pander  (6) 

17  Fish;  an  eccentric  (rev.)  (4) 

18  Lear’s  loving  daughter  (8)  - . 
21  Causing  pain  (7) 

.  22  Entice  (5) 

23  Untajown-destioationex- 
cursion  (7.4) 


DOtyN 

1  Rich  piece  of  prose  (6^) 

.  2  Consmiction  worker  (5) 

3  :  Sexuafty  abstinent  (8) 

;  4  Rise  (6)  ' 

5  Conurbation  (4) 

6  Most  .dose;  may  also  be 
dearest#)  . 

9  Teacher  giving  pastoral  . 

:  care  (11)  '  •  *V!"'* 

12  The  gwing  of  expat  opto-  ■ 

•  iohs(&wt)(8)  • 

14  Display  of  temper  (7) 

It  Coal  fastener;  type  tf  switch 

•  (6) 

19  place  where  one  is  forgotten 

: :I5)  . 

20  Lodgings;  disturbs  ground 

f*)  . 


WHERE  two  lights' have  the  same  number,  one  explains  the 
other,  consistently.  Each  of  the  other  dues  contains  an 
.  explanatory  word  that  is  otherwise  irrelevant.  The  explanation 
has  to  be  applied  once  only  in  the  process  of  deducing  the  light. 

ATOMS 

1  Depressing  opening,  unfortunately  starting  in  an 
ineluctable  situation,  leading  to  accidental  killing. 

9  Movement  mother  raid  is  crazy  inside. 

10  Secure  spoon  with  upper-case  initial  instead  of  cirde. 

12  Miss  5sh  having  mound  of  missing  dungs.  (3) 

12  Brownie's  mistake  about  points  of  foe  compass. 

!3  Get  letter  back  alter  3rd  of  July  and  make  gross  growth. 

M  He's  altered  history  for  delicacy.  (6) 

K  Without  Bowdler,  bcrwdkrisc  long  story.  (4) 

16  Evil  old  castle's  getting  rid  of  heartless  grrL 
.18  Something  in  the  air  which  whisky-drinkers  get  (3) 

20  Good  proviso  —  IRA  man  mates  lovey-dovey  remarks. 
(3)  • 

21  Wish  we  could  be  organised  but  not  old.  (3) 

22  Power  lost  from  returning  throughout  service. 

23  Miserwith  hard  heart  coming  bark  —  three  thousand!  It 
makes  a  good  foundation.  (6) 

25  Get  an  idea' and  drop  round  after  foe  revolt. 

27  -  Old  marriage  Spain's  ruled  out  —  and  Jerusalem,  for 

instance.  . 

28  Before  time,  in  Kensington,  ifs  about  four:  after  time,  in 
Edinburgh,  ivs  one  (about). 

29  '  Layout  shows  bouse  with  from  and  back  switched 

round- 

30.  Efristain  originally  made  wrong  liquid  in  the  wrong 


New  monism  comes  before  a  frantic  crisis  —  monarch 
brings  them  oul  (S) 

Heads  lucre  them  behind  slate:  list  second  half  only.  (4) 
Dancing  dervish  starting  a  fuss —stuff  from  pump  is  not 
enough  to  drink.  (6) 

A  reversed  state—  distress.  (6)  .  t 

Port  endlessly  wanting  poison,  or  what  knives  used  to 
do.  (4) 

Starting  kissing  Elizabeth  by  Scots  town?  This  James  I 
might  have  been  king  {4} 

Slash  nai«  of  noisy  French  Does.  £3) 


No  3387:  Explanations  by  Waterloo 


Coming  with  us.  taking  in  repeated  music,  perhaps,  and 
powdered  places  for  young  climbers.  (Two  words) 
Trimmer  taxable  returns  eat  away  bliss.  (3) 

There  are  usualy  straps  to  raise  this  excellent  person  in 
hell.  (4) 

Piss  might  compete  with  paint  for  a  point.  (3) 

Cisco  oilmen  with  old-fashioned  curt  excuse.  (6] 

Alison  frantic,  inside  out  —  last  of  Cinzano  gone,  treated 
as  ale.  (8) 

Bosses  rub  bruiser  foe  wrong  way  in  slight  reverse.  (6) 
Insist  last  four  in  race  show  inside  effect.  (4) 

Brief  period  in  defence, 
teek  drop  of  sealing  wax. 

Get  netting  consisting  of  net. 

Campaign  for  immediate  introduction  of  orthopaedics 
taking  the  place  of  gym. 

Make  sure  about  right  brand. 

Daily  rows  beginning  to  have  a  negative  effect  on 
charisma.  (3) 

Stoker,  perhaps,  whh  a  brisk  god.  (4) 
irs  usual  to  make  the  sign  of  the  cross  once. 

Mixed  uni  chi  backing  risked  half  bar  strike.  (6) 

River  turtle  partly  demystified. 

Spats  gathering  for  common  purpose  around  sisier 
commune.  (6) 

Taking  short  bathe,  unfinished,  shrinking  from  notice. 
James,  possibly,  gerting  in  before  and  coming  back  far 
Horace,  perhaps. 

Make  an  end  of  lather  inside,  after  beginning 
externally. 

Old  way  simpleton  loses  piece  of  land. 

Ovens  in  Seme  et  Oise  we  plunge  into  water.  (4) 
Opening  fist  to  Italian  thank  you  shows  palm  free.  (3) 
Had  shock  with  friend  off  piste.  (3) 


3  4  5 


7  8 


lie  Ii7 


he  R9 
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SOLUTION  TO  NO  958  .  • 

ACROSS-  I  Hard/core  5  Seat  SJemson  *  Keen Chart 
12 Idolise-  I3Stripe  B Wealth  18 Lydgate  WBato  JINtek 
Z2  Monotone  23  Rely  24  Reckless 

DOWN:  I  Hijacks  2  Ratio  3Child,spLay  4Rootae  6Eaand 
ITawe  lOTowerbiock  14 Radical  Harness -,17 Jerome 

18  Lunar  20  Krone 
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NAME. _ 

ADDRESS. 


Solation  to  No  33S4: 

14  x  31  By  Mr  Lemon 

The  Title  - 14  v  31  -  RICHARD  HANNAY  v 
THE  BLACK  STONE,  being  the  protagonists 
in  the  novel  THE  THIRTY-NINE  STEPS  by 
John  Buchan.  The  grid  contains  39  dues  (foe 
significant  number):  the  39  letters  that  lake  a 

■  “step"  spell  out  THE  THIRTY-NINE  STEPS  3 

■  BUCHAN  LORD  TWEEDSM  UIR- 


The  winner  is  N.D.Hoare  of  London 

The  two  runners-up  are  Geoff  Loder 
of  Bristol 'and  RA.Mosryn  of  Essex 


Cut  out  and  send  the  completed  crossword  and  coupon  above  to  The 
Listener  Crossword  No  3387,  63  Green  Lane,  St  Albans,  Hertford¬ 
shire  AL3  6HE.  Entries  must  be  received  by  Thursday,  December  19. 


The  winner  wiD  receive  Tbr  Cambridge 
Encyclopedia,  the  most  up-t«fcuc  and 
comprehensive  era-volume  encyclopedia 
available,  with  more  than  AjDOD  entries; 
The  Cambridge  Eacyetoaedia  of  the 
English  Language,  a  highly  illustrated 
format  embracing  every  aspect  of  the 
English  language  m  one  volume;  and  The 
Cambridge  Gone  to  Uteramrc.  covering 
all  the  leading  writers  and  movements  in 
literature  written  in  English  up  to  the 
present.  Two  runners-up  wflj  receive  The 
Cambridge  Gaide  la  Litcnueie. 


Cambridge  University  Press,  foe  oldest  printing  and  publishing 
house  in  foe  world,  issues  about  1,500  new  publications  in  more  than 
190  countries  each  year,  encompassing  virtually  every  aspect 
seriously  studied  in  the  English-speaking  world. 


weekend  Saturday  December  7 1996 
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23  Abingdon  Rd 
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MEET  PEOPLE  WITH  COIN  TRY  INTERESTS 
Heather  Hcber  Percy 

01432  342204 


join  ta  at  the  Best  Xjmms 
Oaoter  andDaace  Party 
&r  Town  at  the 
Lanethorvagk  Hotel, 
BjAe  Pk  Corner,  SW1  on 
Satur*o  14th  December. 

Tel  01923  840441 
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Bridget  Harriscm 

found  Ford’s  Ka 
full  of  pretentious 
gimmicks —then 
she  sat  behind  the 
wheel  Itmade 
her'  fed  like  a  girl 
racer  and  left  even 
the  Mini  standing 
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The  Ka,  Ford  dafms,  is  .jsel 
to  be  the  style-statement  of 
the  Nineties.  lt  .will  be'a 
car  feat  penile  buy,  not 
only  out  of  need,  but  out  of  desire. 

In  fee  Ka’s  tiny  size  arid  radical 
looks.  Ford  is  hoping  to  reproduce 
the  classic  appeal  of  fee  Mini, 
which- has  maintained  style,  origi¬ 
nality  and  popularity  far almost  40 
years.  It  has  already  named  it  “fee 
Mini  for  the  new  mfUenmisir,  but 
wiD  car  buyers  agree? 

Spending  millkms  on  advertising 
and  marketing  to  target  drivers 
wife  “an  altitudinal  mindset",  Fbrd 
launched  the  Kato  great  fanfare  to 
Conran's  Mezzo  in  London’s  Soho 
with  a  glitzy  party  feat  included 
The  Big  BnaJtfasfs  Sharron  Da¬ 
vies  and  *  *it ' .  Girl"  Tamara 
Beckwith.  With  this  in  mind,  nay 
^gut  reaction  towards  the.  Ka  is 
cynidsm. 

For  -a  start;  I  have  an  instant 
aversion  to  chiving  a' car  whose 
seise  of  style  has  been  contrived  by 
marketing  men  in  grey  suits,  let 
alone  promoted  by  Ms  Beckwith. 
Second,  would  any' driver  with  an 
ittoi  of  originality  and  flair  wish  to 
be  seen  in  a  Rad? 'The  small  blue 
emblem  has  .stamped  too  .  many 
Galinas.  Escorts  am Sierras  to  be 
taken  seriously  as  a.  symbol  of  Style. 

The  Ka^  marketing  brief  fa 
screamingly  apparent  as  ■' 
soon  as  you  Set  eyes  on it 
Its  body  is  rounded^  to;  : 
most  like  a  Beetle,  wife 
shapely  curves  and  dinky  _ 
headlights  that  shine  like  • 
eyes.  Its  features  have 
been  desfariecTto  make  it  v 
stand  out  frcdm  fee  crowd, 
and  appeal  -especially  to 
women.  Theeffect'is  too 
obvious  to  be  cool 
■  In  contrast,  fee  Mini 
started  life  as  a  doodle  cm 
|the  bade  of  a  cigarette 
Vpacket  Invented  in  1959 
by  Sir  Alec  Issigonfawho 
had  the  brainwave  of 

fitting  the  engine  into  a  2ft 
area  by  turning  it  side¬ 
ways.  fee  Mini  was  rev©-  . 
Infirmary  in  automobile 
design.  The  first  four¬ 
seater  car  with  a  length  of 
just  10ft.  and  under  £500 
-  in  price,  it  reflected  a  time 
of  bath  technical  and  so¬ 
cial  revolution. 

.  .  By  the  swinging  Sixties 

everyone  who  was  anyone 
owned  a  Mini  —  the 
Beatles,  Bowie,  Jagger, 

Twiggy,  Paul  Newman 
told  Steve  McQueen,  wen 
Ear©  Ferrari.  In  . fee  Sev¬ 
erities  it  had  become  such 
a  symbol  of  British  He 
feat  inflation  was  mea-  : 

.  sured  by  its  prices  _ 

Apart  from  a  few  other. 

-  little  gems  such  as  fee 
f-*Beede,  Citroen  2CV  and  ' 

-  Ttenaulr  4.  no  car  has  come  dose  to 
.  fee  character  of  the  Mini.  But  in  a 
sense,  theKa  is  also  a  rtfkction  of 
its  time.  After  years  of  churning  put 
Hand  cars,  manufacturers  are 
trying  to  put  character  and  style ; 
hgfjf  into  their  products-  A  reyolur . 

tirin'  of  niche  marketing  and  f»dc- 
aging  is  upon  us  and  there  is  no 
better  example  than  the  Ka. 

I  One  glance  at  the  Ka’s  interior 
and  iris  almost  possible  to  hearthe  . 
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Chic  and  technically  radical,  fee  Mini  became  synonymous  with  locations  such  as  London’s  Porto bello  Road  in  fee  Swinging 
Sixties.  The  Ka  may  not  have  the  same  iconoclastic  style  when  parked  there;  but  slices  its  way  through  Nineties  urban  traffic 


f 


speak  obscure  common  sense  and 
taste.  “Ka”  apparently  means  “life 


force  and  soul”  in  Egyptian-  No 
doubt  Fbrd  thought  fee  association 
a  dever  idea.  However,  the  reality 
leaves  one  at  a  total  loss  when 


using  the  word.  Only  a  catchy 
nickname,  like  fee  Beetle  (original¬ 
ly  called  the  Volkswagen,  Hitler’s 
People’s  Car)  might  save  iL 


My  firm  cynicism  to¬ 
wards  the  Ka  only 
began  to  melt  when  l 
hit  fee  road.  Wife 


.  brains-  of  Ford’s  designers  ticking 
over.  The  dashboard  resembles  a 
space  capsule,  jafzzed  up  wife  & 
pretty  white  speedometer,  natty 
luminous  dock  and  dinky  eyeball 
tor  vents.  Although  practical  and , 
user-friendly,  these  added  touches 
-are  unbearably  contrived.  \ 

-  Instead  of  a  shelf,  fee  Ka  has  a 

'  my  plastic 

ns  dashboard.  This  pops  open  to 
make  a  cwnpartment  far  mzflke-up. 


and  ingeniously  turns  over  to 
reveal  a  storage  box  for  CDs. 
Totally  over  the  top,  fee  feature  is 
nothing  but  naff  and  inconvenient 
for  anyone  who  likes  to  have  a  few 
possessions  cluttering  their  dash¬ 
board.. 

.  Dinky  designing  aside,  the  most 
unforgivable  mistake  Ford  has 
made  ls  in  choosing  such  a  terrible 
name.  Once  again,  the  men  in  grey 
suits  were  allowed  to  let  marketing 


power  steering  and  fast  accelera¬ 
tion  under  my  belt.  I  suddenly  felt 
as  mean  as  any  man  in  a  Mercedes. 
I  found  myself  burning  round 
Hyde  Park  Corner  in  the  rush  hour 
as  if  it  was  a  quiet  country 
roundabout  and  I  lane-barged  as 
deftly  as  the  toughest  of  black  cabs. 
With  “Girl  in  a  Sports  Car” 
blasting  on  the  stereo.  I  was 
transformed  into  a  slick  chick  on  a 


mission  and  unquestionably  fee 
toughest  tatty  on  fee  road.  The  Ka 
may  have  been  over-designed  on 
the  exterior,  but  inside  I  was  cooL 
Struggling  across  London  in  a 
Mini  is.  sadly,  not  a  comparable 
experience.  Laden  down  wth  two 
passengers,  in  serious  traffic  and 
grappling  with  a  dunty  clutch  was 
enough  to  give  me  footadie  for  a 
week.  Hyde  Park  Comer  became  a 
jungle  of  juggernauts  and  towering 
coaches  which  left  me  sweating. 


Small  hopes 
for  AD2000 


THE  race  is  on  to  find  fee  Mini  for  the  millennium. 
Carmakers  are  ready  to  roll  out  a  line  of  new 
models  —  starting  wife  fee  Ford  Ka.  Launched  as 
much  for  its  style  as  its  practicality.  But  Mercedes 
is  preparing  its  new  A-dass  car,  which  will  be 
ready  in  two  yeans,  and  then  will  come  the  new 
Mini,  the  version  for  the  year  2000 of  the  car  which 
defined  the  word  and  fee  class. 

What  it  will  be  like,  we  have  no  idea.  And  will  it 
ever  be  able  to  live  up  to  the  original  Mini  which 
even  managed  to  have  an  entire  film  —  77»e  Italian 
Job  —  devoted  to  it? 

We  have  driven  fee  revamped  1997  version, 
though,  and  compared  it  wife  the  Ka  and  21  other 
competitors  in  the  market  for  minis  and 
superminis.  Turn  to  pages  2  and  3. 


Starring  the  can  the  Mini  in  The  Italian  Job 


and  no  cab  driver  even  acknowl¬ 
edged  my  existence.  It  was  wily 
alone  on  the  open  road,  burning 
round  comers  wife  fee  engine 
vrooming  as  it  did  in  The  Italian 
Job,  that  I  could  really  appreciate 
fee  Mini's  true  dass. 

Another  car  nudging  at  fee  Mini 
market  is  fee  Ftat  Cinquencento.  In 
my  opinion  this  little  number  does 
not  deserve  a  look  in.  No  doubt 
loved  by  its  many  owners,  to  me  it 


is  too  twee  and  buggy-like  ever  to 
embody  a  sense  of  style.  It  is  nippy 
and  fun,  but  nothing  special  behind 
the  wheel  and,  more  to  fee  point,  is 
used  too  frequently  as  a  hire  car  on 
package  holidays  to  be  truly  cool. 

1  doubt  if  any  car.  however  small 
or  cunningly  designed,  will  ever 
take  fee  place  of  the  Mini.  Despite 
its  faults,  it  will  always  remain  fee 
original  of  hs  kind.  The  Ka  may  be 
just  as  good  a  reflection  of  its  time. 


but  only  by  its  radical  looks  rather 
than  fee  Technology  of  its  design. 

Nurtured  with  love  and  an  icon 
on  fee  road,  fee  Mini  is  a  siyle 
classic.  However,  if  an  object  of 
style  can  be  derived  not  only  from 
innovation,  love  and  a  past,  but 
also  from  how  it  makes  you  feel, 
then  the  Ka  may  find  a  place  in 
history  yeL  Not  for  its  gimmicks, 
curves  or  dinky  touches,  but  simply 
because  it  is  groovy  to  drive. 
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In  the  age  of  the  small,  environmentally  friendly  car,  what  are  the  pros  and  cons  out  of  more  than  20 . . . 


After  the  disappearance  of 
Bob  Monkhouse’S  gag 
book  comes  ihe  loss  of  the 
script  for  making  minis. 
Carmakers  are  rushing  to  market 
with  a  generation  of  sm3U  frugal 
cars  designed  to  run  around  crowd¬ 
ed  towns  and  cities  yet  offer  big  car 
comfort  and  equipment 
There  were  already  22  minis,  like 
the  original  Mini  or  Fiat  Cinque- 
cenlu.  or  supermini*  —  as  their 
slightly  bigger  sisters  are  known  — 
on  the  market  when  Ford  an¬ 
nounced  the  launch  of  the  Ka  and 
accelerated  the  race  for  sales  in  the 
segment.  Ford  reckons  the  demand 


for  small  cars  Like  the  Ka  will  jump 
in  the  next  three  years  to  more  than 
i  million  across  Europe  by  the  end 
of  the  century. 

Apart  from  the  fact  that  we  need 
cars  that  are  easier  to  park,  easier 
on  fud  and  easier  on  the  environ¬ 
ment  more  families  are  becoming 
two  or  even  three-car  households. 
Apart  from  dad's  company  car. 
they  want  a  people-carrier  or  a  4x4 
for  weekends  and  a  runabout  either 
for  mum's  shopping  or  the  teen¬ 
agers  to  drive. 

But  when  the  marketing  men 
wrote  their  script  for  die  future, 
they  forgot  the  obvious.  They  asked 


We  only  need  certain 
minimal  requirements 


lots  of  drivers  what  they  wanted  in 
a  new  supermini  and.  not  surpris¬ 
ingly,  discovered  potential  buyers 
ran  up  a  list  which  included  almost 
everything  but  the  kitchen  sink.  Of 
course  they  wanted  air-condition¬ 
ing,  compact  disc  player  and  power 


steering.  Amazing  they  didn't  go  on 
to  ask  for  a  troop  of  dancing  girls, 
26-piece  orchestra  and  candlelight 
dinner  lor  four  with  the  package. 

So  die  Ka  arrived,  a  two-door 
hatchback  with  a  basic  price  of 
£7,350  -  £8,195  if  you  go  for  Ka2 


with  air-conditioning,  power  steer-, 
ing  and  the  CD  player. 

Meanwhile,  the  Mini  —  3S  years 
after  launch  —  goes  on  and  an. 
Only  now  it  comes  stacked  to  the 
window  panes  with  luxury  like  a 
walnut  dashboard  and  a  stereo! 


And  it  costs  nearly  £9,000.  Buy  iton 
two-year  finance  and  it  could  cost 
you  nearer  to  £10,500 —the  price  of 
a  decent  mid-size  family  saloon. 

What  went  wrong?  Surely  the 
storyline  far  the  future  of  small 
cars,  wKdi  will  cover  relatively  few 
miles  weekly  mainly  in  town, 
should  be  of  bare,  basic  but 
technically  accomplished  small 
cars  using  new  and  cleaner  fad 
sources. 

Study,  -.  this  -Is”  a  plot  which 

should  end  with  a  range  of  new . 

cars  which  are  not  only  small  but 
cheap.  Of  course  buyers  will  vote 
far  a  CD  player  if  they  are  given  tire' 


choice.  Bat  if  their  journey  is  only 
five  miles  long,  they  could  manage 
with  Classic  FM  for  20  minutes. 
When  patents  look  far  their  teen¬ 
ager's  car,  they  want  safety  first 
and  low  cost  second. 

When  the  Mini  was  launched,  it 
had  string-pull  door  openers,  slid¬ 
ing  windows  ami  a  single  big 
speedo  in  die  centre  of  die  dash¬ 
board.  It  was  cheap  and  fan.  and  It 
sold  by  the  million.  Today,  the  Ka  is 
fl.000  too  expensive,  the  Mini  at 
.leasr  E3.000  over-priced.  Cut  the 
sticker  price  and  millions  more  wall 
want-small  —  but  inexpensive  — 


crmoENAX 

Size:  Minimum  length  3,531  mm/width  1,575mm. 

Price:  £6.350  to  £6,700. 

For.  Clever  and  nippy. 

Against  Long-in -the- tooth,  unrefined. 

Verdict:  Almost  past  its  s  el  (-by-date,  but  cute  styling  and 
clever  packaging  make  the  AX  worth  a  took  lor  the  money 
(some  might  even  say  it’s  more  interesting  than  the  Saxo). 
Be  quick  the  place  an  order,  though:  the  car  is  due 
to  be  phased  out  as  Saxo  takes  over. 


CITROEN  SAXO 

Size:  Length  3,718mmAwdth  1,575mm. 

Price:  £7,350  to  £9,390 
For  Clean  new  took. 

Against:  No  character. 

Verdict:  Surety,  looks  loo  Wand  by  haff  to  be  a  proper 
Citroen.  What  happened  to  the  quirks  which  were  so 
endearing?  Better-equipped  versions  verge  on  the  pricey 
side  Having  said  that,  the  Saxo  is  a  good.  If  undistinguished, 
performer  and  deserves  consideration. 


DAIHATSU  CHARADE  . 

Size:  Length  3,750mmAwdth  1,620mm. 

Price:  £7,795  to  £10,335. 

For:  Everything  works. 

Against:  So  what?  styling. 

Verdict:  Someone,  somewhere  loves  the  Charade,  but  not 
that  many  people.  Clever  engine,  but  the  ride  is  unpleasant  ’ 
and  the  cabin  unwelcoming.  Dealer  coverage  too  far 
spread  to  make  the  Charade  a  really  serious  player  in  Britain. 
Cars  also  look  eqaensive  against  rivals. 


F1ATPUNTO 

Size:  Length 3, 760mrrVtokJth  1,625mm. 

Price:  £7,482  to£1 0.527. 

Foe  A  that  works. ' 

Against  Dating  against  rivals. 

Verdict  Ciassy  ride,  great  engines  and  lots  of  fun.  The 
Punto,  former  European  Car  of  the  Year,  looks  good  and  feds 
good,  but  serious  players  with  an  eye  on  therr  wallets  rrrigtot  .. 
worry  aboutresaleprires.  vifttich  have  a  tendency  to  -  _  ‘  - 
free-fafl,  while  durability  Is  ahso  a  concern.  .  f. 


FORD  HESTA 

Size:  Length  3.628mm/width  1 ,634mm. 

Price:  £7,645  to  £1 1,315. 

For  New  engines,  new  looks. 

Against  Avoid  harsh  1.3  engine. 

Verdict  Incredibly-improved  old  stager.  Roomy,  driveable, 
cute  3tyling  and  extremely  highly-equipped  as  well  as 
aggressively  priced  Go  for  the  brilliant  hrgh-power/high 
economy  1 25  engine.  Remarkable  revamp  for  an 
ageing  package  to  stay  top  ot  the  sales  chart. 


tOA  PRIDE  ..  . 

Size:  Length  3,556mmNridth  1 ,600mm. 

Price:  £5,489  to  £6,749. 

For  Cheap. 

Against  Ugly,  old  tech. 

Verdict  Not  worth  the  effort  really.  Thin  dealer  network 
flogging  what  is  essentially  a  disguised  old  Mazda.  Why  pay 
the  same  for  the  technology  of  yesteryear  when  you  can 
have  the  new  stuff?  Nothing  special  on  offer  here  (assuming 
you  can  find  one),  so  keep  looking. 


LADASAMARA 

Size:  Length  4,006mmMdth  4,250mm. 

Pries:  £4.845  to  £7,345. 

For  Incredibly  cheap. 

Against  Pretty  nasty. 

Vsrdlct  Only  in  the  survey  on  price  because  K  would  be 
too  big  to  consider  otherwise.  Much-improved  and  looks 
better,  but  still  too  unsophisticated  to  com pde  with  the  resL 
Cheap  sticker  price,  but  resale  prices  can  be  embarrassing. 
So  spend  a  bit  more  to  be  sure. 
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MAZDA  121 

Size:  Length  3.62ammA«dth  1 ,634mm.  , 

Prfco:£8,385to  £10,805,  ’ 

For  |t works.'  ’ 

Against  If  s  a  Fiesta.  .  .... 

Verdict  Why  does  Mazda  need  the  121  a  rebadged  Fiesta 
made  at  Dagenham  in iEss©<7  The  Japs  wart  to  boost  their 
European  sales  using  this  Dagenham  done,  but  for  British 
buyers  there  is  no  point  in  switching.  Ford's  big  dealer  network 
sees  to  that  And  for  recommendation,  er,  see  under  Fiesta. 


MITSUBISHI  COLT 

So*:  Length  3.880mm/width  f  ,680mm. 

Price:  £9.919  to  £12|499. 

For  Reliable  beyond  belief. 

Against  Anonymous. 

Verdict  One  thing  you  know  about  any  Mitsubishi  is  that 
the  quality  and  reliability  are  great — but  that's  about  all  you 
can  say  Another  Japanese  car  without  face  or  character 
which  will  work  for  ever,  though  parts  will  be  expensive  and 
the  Colt  will  never  thrill. 


Size:  Length  3.695mm/width  1 585. 

Price;  £7.195  to  £10,595. 

For  Made  in  Britain 
Against  Looks  like  a  pedal  car. 

Verdict  Whether  you  like  the  styling  or  net  is  irrelevant  if 
you  want  reliable,  cheap  city  transport.  Micra  was  Japan's  first 
—  and  deserved — European  Car  ot  toe  Year  Great 
packaging,  ride  with  legendary  build  quality  —  and  it’s  made  in 
Sunderland.  Nothing  more  need  be  said. 


PEUGEOT  106 

Size:  Length  3I556mm/toidth  1.585rrrru  .  •  - 

Price:  £7,855  to  £1 1 ,905. 

For  Best  handling  supermini. 

Against:  Too  pricey. 

Verdict  Peugeot  is  very  good  at  small  cars.  and  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find  a  better  drive  in  this  category.  Looks  great, 
white  the  “hot"  versions  are  a  joy.  The  French  company 
demands  a  premium  price  for  excellence  and  equipment,  but 
sometimes  you  need  to  spend  more  tor  the  best. 


RENAULT  CLIO 

Size:  Length  3,708mmAvfdth  1 ,626mm. 

Price:  £7,490  to  £14,750. 

For:  Nicole  Jfces  ft. 

Against:  So  does  Papa. 

Verdict  Long-time  favourite,  and  quite  right  too.  Great 
drive,  lots  of  room  and  disfindive  styling  make  the  Clio  stand 
out  from  toe  rest  Managed  to  stay  fresh  against 
competition  and  stiy  appeals  across  a  wide  age  range.  RSi 
version  a  stunrar. 


ROVER  100 

Size:  Length  3.048m  m/width  1,397mm. 

Price:  £7  136  to  £12,586 
For:  Great  engines. 

Against  Older  than  Status  Quo 
Verdict  Attempts  to  freshen  a  16-y ear-old  package  tricky, 
but  Rover  has  almost  pulled  it  off  Only  18  months  or  so  before 
Rover  runs  the  car  out  of  production,  so  a  good  buy  with 
excellent  K-series  engines  Definitely  worth  a  second  took, 
especially  if  Rover  deals  offer  tSscounts. 


SEAT  IBIZA 

Sbw  Length  3,683mnVwidth  1 ,600mm 

Price:  £7.485  to  £13,150. 

For:  it's  a  Volkswagen 
Against  It's  a  what? 

Verdict:  Difficult  to  make  a  car  which  sounds  like  a  ctwar 
interesting,  but  Seat  has  a  go.  Ibiza  butt  on  VWfioorpan  with 
VW  experience,  although  Seat  deliberately  makes  it  cars 
sportier  even  if  pretty  expensive.  Does  halve  intriguing  1,8  16- 
valve  GT  in  the  line-up  too 
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SKODA  FELICIA 

Size:  Length  3,855mnVwkJth  1 ,635mm. 

Price:  £6, 1 75  to  £9,499.  .. 

For:  W  quality  control. 

Against:  Indifferent  styftng. 

Verdict  Your  kids  won’t  lifcethis  choice,  but  dent  be  put  - 
off  by  the  badge  because  VW  has  resurrected  Skoda.  Canny 

pricing,  even  though  the  Fetaa  is  bigger  than  most  of  the 

cars  m  toe  top  20.  makes  the  Skoda  an  interesting  and 
worthy  contender  in  this  segment. 


SUBARU  JUSTY 

Size:  Length  3, 745m  m/width  i  .590mm. 

Price:  £9.433  to  £9,834. 

For:  Four-wheel-drive. 

Against:  Why?. 

JESS*!!11-?  “to  WBh  P*>"eerin9  four-wheei- 

5®  CUS!0merwams  »  «•  not.  The  Justy'has  got  it 
and  it  works  very  nrcety,  thank  you.  But  that  makte  the 

expensive  and  ft's  not  particularly  demure  or 
tovety.  So  leave  4x4s  to  Land  Rover. 


SUZUKI  SWIFT 

Size:  Length  3.708mnVwrdlh  1 ,575mm. 

Price:  £6,720  to  £10.175. 

For:  Performance. 

Against:  Noisy,  basic. 

Verdict:  Outsider  to  this  survey,  but  one  which  pertonfla 
well  Suzuki  not  hugely  well-known  for  its  cars,  but  the  Swift 
will  get  you  around  town  happily  enough,  though  it  might 
seem  a  little  crude  and  unwelcoming  against  the  best  that 
is  on  offer  from  the  Europeans. 


TOYOTA  STARLET 

Size:  Length  3.7CSmrn*widto  1,575mm. 

Price:  £8.359  to  £11.469 
For  It's  a  Toyota 
Against  Who  cares? 

Venttct  Ughl  That  name.  Would  you  buy  a  sJariet? 
Unimaginative  name,  styling  and  character — although  they 
have  put  a  lot  of  effort  into  the  preang.  At  least  you  know 
your  Starlet,  if  not  a  machine  made  in  heaven,  wifi  beat  most 
earthlings  for  quality  and  reliability. 


VAUXHALL  CORSA 

Size:  Length  3,73QmmAwdto1,60&mrn.  - 

Price:  £7,850  to  £12,275.  .  ' 

For:  Good  looking. 

Against  Poor  ride 

Verdict  Corsa  was  launched  in  adverts  with  a  bevy  ql 
supermodete,  yet  stfll  faHed  to  capture  pubfc  imagination.  Wide 
.range,  although  the  drive  is  a  tittle  rough  and  ready  and 
interiors  unsophisticated  Not  a  good  position  to  be  in  with  the 
launch  of  the  Ford  Ka  now  under  way.  A  rethink  is  due. 


VOLKSWAGEN  POLO 

Size:  Length  3,715mmAvidth  1,B55mm. 

PriCK-E7.945taEl0.855. 

For  BuBd  quality,  shape. 

Against  Interiors.  . 

Verdict  Probably  the  best  aB-rounder  in  the  category 
Roomy,  excefient  buiW  quality,  handsome  styling  and 
enjoyable  to  drive:  You  pay  slighlty  more  tor  a  Polo,  but 
there  are  no  holes:  you  are  paying  to  own  effectively  the. 
benchmaric  supermini. 
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:  • who  are  the  winners  in  this  ferociously  competitive  sector?  Alan  Copps  and  Kevin  Eason  report 
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can  be  beautiful,  practical,  economical  and  ideal  for  driving  in  the  streets  of  crowded  cities 


KA 


m 


If. you  warn  to  turn  heads 
then  the  Kais  thething  to  . 
drive,  Alan  Copps  writes. 
Onmy  sot’s  tenth  birth¬ 
day  we  headed  for  London's 
Trocadero  in  this  state-of-the- 
art  mini.  Stuck  fast"  in  the ' 
Shaftesbury  Avenue  traffic 
something  happened  that  oc¬ 
curs  very  rarely,  even  in  the 
most  exotic  car. 

Not  once,  but  twice,  people, 
simply  stepped  off  the  pave¬ 
ment  and  rapped  at  die  win¬ 
dow  to  ask  about  the  Ka.  Park, 
this  curvy  little  number  any¬ 
where  and  you  are  likely  to 
return  to  a  knot  of  people1 
discussing  its  shape. . 

~  If  Ford  set  out  to  design  a 
^vehicle  that  would  attract  at¬ 
tention,  it  has  succeeded  be¬ 
yond  all  expectations.  But  how 
does  it  drive? 

You  cant  expect  too  many 
fireworks  from  the  engine; 
Ford  has  equipped  the  Ka  with 
the  improved  13-litre  Endure 
version  of  the  unit  that  has 
powered  the  Fiesta  for  years, 
rather  than  the  much  more 
modern,  economical  and  perk¬ 
ier  135-litre  Zetec  which  has 
made  recent  Fiestas  a  pleasure 
to  drive.  It  seems  odd  to-put 
such  a  venerable  design  in  a 
car  that  is  being  pushed  so 
hard  as  a  trendsetter,  but  Ford 
says  it  keeps  costs  down  axrf 
that's  vital  because  in  this 
class  of  car  cost  is  crucial  and 
the  Ka  faces  ferocious  competi¬ 
tion.  The  13-litre  engine  also- 
offers  utter  predictability  and 
puts  long-term  reliability  be¬ 
yond  doubt.  Cheap  servicing 
Jand  Ford’s  vast  dealer  net- 
Vyoric.wfll  also  play  a  large 
part  in  the  equation  for  anyone 
looking  for  a  car  of  this  size. 

.  Where  Ka  scores  most 
heavily  is  in  its  excellent 
handling  and  roadholding,  es¬ 
pecially  when  allied  to  the 
power-assisted  steering,  stan¬ 
dard  on  the  up-market  Ka  2  . 
and  a  £395  option  on  the  base 
model  In  town  the  lightest 
parking  space  is  yours,  while 
on  a  country  road  the  response 
i  is  bend"  than  many  a  larger 
car.  It  is  this  all-round  ability 
lhai  takes  the  Ka  from  befog 
merely  cute  to  appealingly 
practical.. 


The  newest,  the  classic  original 
and  an  Italian  job  lead  the  field 


The  shape  might  be  all 
curves  and  the  interior  may  at 
first  :kxik  gimmicky.  But  try 
getting  from  A  to  B  and  it  is 
soon  apparent  that  both  are 
also,  functional.  The  Ka  is  as 
much  fun  to  drive  as  the  most 
nimble  competitor,  but  also 
has  an.  air  of  modernity  and 
sophistication  that  most  lack. 

The  controls  are  simple  and 
come  to  hand  readily  and  the 
driving  position  is  mere  easily 
and  .  thoroughly  adjustable 
than  in  any  of  its  rivals.  The 
bubble  shape  gives  excellent 
headroom  front  and  rear  and 
the  expanses  of  glass  in  the 
cabin  provide  brilliant  visibili¬ 
ty,  exactly  what  is  needed  if 
you’re  tiymg  to  do  some  nippy 
driving  in  heavy  traffic. 

The  rotating  dashboard 
cubby  hole  might  smack-  of 
pretentiousness,  but  it  solves' 
the  problem  of  where  to  store 
your  CDs.  Cup  holders  are  a 
definite  plus  in  a  car  of  this  . 
size,  as  is  the  much  larger  rear 
cubby  hole.  The  boot  will  held 
a  full  lead  of  family  shopping. ' 

What  Ford  has  done  is  not 
as  ground-breaking  .as  the 
Mfoiall  those  years  ago,  but 
ft's  a  triumphant  success  com-  . 
pared  to  wjtat. Vaushall  tried 
so  hard  to  do  with  the  Corn. 


Two  lanes  of  traffic  in 
solid,  single  file  as  far 
as  the  eye  could  see. 
Nowhere  to  go  and 
nowhere  to  turn  to — except  in 
a  Mini  The  opposite  singled 
carriageway  was  dear,  so  I 
simply  spun  the  Mini  into  a 
quick  turn  and  headed  back 
the  way  I  had  come  to  turn  off 
and  info  dear  mad,  Kevin 
Eason  writes. 

The  Mini  is  not  just  the 
retro-looking  fashion  accesso-. 
ry  everybody  seems  to  think  it 
is  these  days.  It  is  simply  the 
best  dty"  car  ever  invented. 

Even  38  years  after  Sir  Alec 
Issigonis  found  a  way  fo  put 
four  people  into  a  box  10-feet 
long,  nobody  has  managed  the  . 
packaging  better.  You  couldn’t 
have  sptm  the  Ka  in  that 
narrow  carriageway,  or  even 
the  Cfoquecento,  come  to  that 
Nor  would  either  of  them  zip 
along  so  quickly,  so  mftily 
negotiating  bends  and  turns, 
diving  through  tiny  gaps  that 
would  normally  have  had  me 
checking  the  wing  mirrors  to 
see  if  they  were  still  there. 

Rover  has  updated  foe  Mini 
so  it  can.  pass  the  latest  exhaust 


MINI 


emission  and  crash  tests. 
More  powerful  1375cc  engine, 
tougher  Kmi  shock  absorbers 
and  lowprofile  tyres  on  -  13- 
inch  wheels  make  the  Mini  as 
exciting  as  it  gets  fo  drive. 
Issigonis,  with  suspension 
guru  Alex  Moulton,  solved  the 
problem  of  a 'harsh  ride  on 
such  a  small  wheelbase  early 
on  and  there  is  no  unpleasant 
jolting  as  in  other  small  cars. 

Instead,  the  Mini  is  wonder¬ 
ful  as  near  to  driving  a  go-kart 
with  bodywork  as  you  can  get 
The  siMip-and-beg  driving 
position  is  still  there  and  six- 
footers  will  find  the  cramped 
distance  between  seat  and 
pedals  insufferable. 

For  the  rest  of  us  though,  the 
Mini  is  laugh-a-minute  driv¬ 
ing.  a  dream  in  the  dty  where 
you  can  park  on  a  sixpence  — 
212p  far  our  younger  readers 
—  and  drill  your  way  through 
even  the  heaviest  traffic.  Even 
on  motorways,  it  will  hold  its 
own  against  the  super-cruis¬ 
ers.  But  it  is  also  noisy,  harsh 
and  unsophisticated,  in  spite 
of  Rover’s  efforts  fo  kid  us 
otherwise  by  fitting  a  walnut 
dashboard,  leather  seats  and 
lots  of  dials  —  and  putting  the 
price  up  to  nearly  £9,000. 

Nonsense.  The  Mini  should 
be  as  Issigonis  intended  it: 
bare,  stripped  down  fun  ... 
and  cheap.  Rover  can  throw 
away  all  the  fancy  walnut  and 
leather:  give  me  a  speedo,  fuel 
gauge,  hard  backed  seats  — 
even  original  string-pull  door 
openers  —  and  cut  the  price  to 
£4300.  .Then  I  might  coder 
two  of  them. 


FIAT  500 


In  a  tiny  package,  the  Fiat 
500  offers  basic  transpeat 
with  the  typical  virtues  of 
.Italian  cars:  a  seise  of 
style  on  the  outside  and  an 
engine  that  responds  willingly 
to  make  driving  a  pleasure. 
Alan  Copps  writes.  In  its 
Sporting  version  it  will  cruise 
a  motorway  as  happily  as  fit ' 
into  the  tiniest  parking  space 
in  town. 

I  drove  an  SX  version  back- 
to-back  with  Ka  to  see  how  it 
fares  against  foe  latest  compe¬ 
tition.  While  the  Cfoquecento 
remains  an  engaging  car  fo 


ci-w  i  ongth  3,ag7mnVi  ,485mm 
"  Price:  Basic  £6,133.  SX  03,591, 

Sporting  £7,054. 

Pwtomwm*:  (S?Q  MJjM  • 
19.fi  seconds,  top  speed  82mph.  fuel 
consumption  average  47.6mpg. 
Equipment  (SX)  Immobifeer, 


electric  front  wfodws,  radio 


Fbn«  price  fethe  Priority  then  ffs 

terd  to  beat  . 

Against  Has  driver  appeal-  but.  ‘ 
Jacks  refinement 

Veftflcfc  For  cheap  and  cheerful 

TOtrxi^si^^s^rov.  but  not  so 


Stosc  LaTgth.3,050mrnrt  ,410mm. 
Price:  £8,995.  -  - 

Performance:  (for  i  .3i)  (VfiOmph 

in  12.2  seconds,  top  spaed  SOmph, 
fuel  consumption  43mpg average. 

Equipment  .1 2-kichsport  wheels, 
leather  steerhg  wheel  Electric  sunroof 
E795,  leather  Wm.fiSOft  wooden 
dbor  cappings  £295,  sports  pack 
£795,  V  ’  . 

:  For  Ultimate  city  car. 

Against  Noisy,  harsh  and  very. 

•very  expensive. 

Vecdfct  Tbe  one  and  only.  Nearly 
riaddte-eged,  but  refusing  to  show  it. 
Biit  cut  the  price  to  mate  it  the _ ;  _ 


Sbc  length  3,620rnmfl  ,631mm 
Price;  £7,820  (£8,665  Ka  2) 

Performance:  (with  power 
steering)  O-fiOmph  in  14.3  seconds, 
top  speed  96mph,  fuel 
consumption  42.2mpg  average.  ' 
Equipment:  High -security  locks 
and  immobIHser,  soft-feel  steering 
wheel,  seatbelt  grabbers.  Ka  2  has 
as  standard:  power  steering,  central 
lockina  power  windows  and  driver 
seat  adjustment  pack. 

.For  A  joy  fo  drive  in  or  out  of  town. 

.  Agfoneti  Cutesy  marketing  and 
VglmrhJdcs.  -• 

Verdict  A  mini  for  the  MhEdies,  but 


drive  —  and  much  the  most 
economical  of  its  class  —  in 
terms  of  refinement  and  ride 
die  current  version  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  show  its  age.  The  Ka  is 
superior  in  finish  and  comfort 
But  on  grounds  of  price  the 
endearing  little  Cfoquecento 
remains  the  leading  mini  by  a 
long  way.  At  £6^591  on  the 
road,  the  SX  version  is  £1,229 
cheaper  than  .the  cheapest  Ka 


and  £2,074  cheaper  than  Ka2. 
the  luxury  version  we  were 
given  to  test.  Even  the  Cinque- 
cento  Sporting,  the  racy  lop-of- 
th e-range  version  which  out¬ 
performs  any  Ka  in  speed  and 
economy,  costs  only  £7,054  — 
10  per  cent  less  than  the 
cheapest  Ka  and  almost 
£2£00  less  than  the  Mini 
which  takes  a  fraction  of  a 
second  less  to  reach  60mph 


but  which  it  beats  for  both  top 
speed  and  economy. 

As  a  dry  car  for  short 
journeys,  I  still  think  the 
Cfoquecento  is  exceptional  val¬ 
ue.  Even  taking  my  wife  and 
three-year-old  daughter  on  a 
100-mile  househunting  trip,  it 
passed  the  tolerance  test 

In  these  environmentally 
aware  days,  it  might  also  be 
claimed  as  the  most  responsi¬ 


ble  petrol  car  around.  Flat 
introduced  it  in  Italy  as  the 
first  production  car  offered 
with  the  option  of  electric 
power.  Very  few  electric  ver¬ 
sions  have  been  sold,  however, 
because  of  predictable  prob¬ 
lems  of  range  and  recharging. 
But  the  very  idea  suggests  that 
this  car.  or  a  direct  descen¬ 
dant.  will  be  around  well  into 
the  next  millennium. 


-i 


Our  petrol  will 

help  protect  your  fuel  system 
or  well  pay  the  price. 


Texaco  CleanSystenf  Is  the  only 
petrol  that  comes  with  a  free  fuel 
system  warranty.  This  guarantees 
that,  tf  your  fuel  system  goes 
wrong  when  youVe  been  using 
CleanSystenf  regularly,  we  will 
pay  the  cost  of  repairs! 

The  AA  agree  that  this  is  good  u 


you'll  agree  too.  Because,  every  time 
you  ffil  up  wfth  CleanSystenf  you’re 
helping  to  prevent  the  problems 
caused  by  the  build-up  of  carbon 
deposits,  and  protecting  your 
engine  from  mechanical  damage. 

So,  next  time  you  fill  up,  make 
sure  it's  with  Texaco  CleanSystenf . 


Log  Book.  Then  if  the  effects  of 
modem  motoring  do  take  their  toll, 
you  wont  have  to  pay  the  price. 

©TEXACO 

CteanSystem3 
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AUDI  APPROVED 


If  you've  bought  a  used  Audi  and  want  to  turn  back 
the  clock,  please  do. 


Contact  us  to  find  out  more  about  our  14  day  exchange  plan. 

Audi  Approved  Used  Cars  0345  55  22  66 


Audi  at 
Dovercourt 
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I  ST.  JOHNS  WOOD 


Audi 


Vunprong  duirch  TethnUi 


SEN  Alta  GTVZOTwtn  Spark,  Afc  Red.  Sunroof _ P.OJL 

SEN  Alfa  TS5  ZO  Sport,  MacaSc  SK«  WWa.  Aloys.  _  £11998 
96H  Alfa  145 1EL,  Alta  Red.  ABS,  Aloys,  BodyUL — £11,495 
SEN  Alta  148 1.7  15*,  MataBc  Blue,  Sum*.  ABayzEKUW 
SEN  Alto  1-H  1.8,  Metaflk:  Blue, _ _ £9.495 


Hfi’C  ASh.VCLE.  S'.VANSEA  •  01752  73^051 


SEN  Alta  GTV  Lueoo,  Alfa  Rad.  ABS.  PAS.  AC.  Uhr _ P-OlA. 

SEN  Alta  1450  25.  Piano  Red  Smoot  CD,  ABS - £14985 

991  Alta  145  lit.  Alta  Had.  F5H,  Sunroof,  Aloys _ Cl 0395 

991  Alta  1451.8,ANb  Red  ABS.  FSH.  knmacubta. _ CASK 

90S  Alfa  33  1.718*  CkweriMf.WHiz  FSH  PAS _ EABBS 


:AM  SKELLY.  BCL7CM  *01204  23311 1 


“Only  an  Alfa  Romeo  Auto  Expert 
Dealer  can  offer  you  an  approved 
used  Alfa  Romeo  With  guaranteed 
peace  of  mind.  For  your  nearest 
Dealer  ring  0800  719000.” 


ST-SUNG  MOTOR  GROUP.  IPS’.VICH  •  C-1473  60032 


m  Alta  1SS  Z0  7Mn  Spark,  GcM - £1*995 

95N  ABa  145 1.7 1»r,  Mel  auaAtoys.  ABS.  SuvdoI.  £11^95 

9EN  Ata  M6  ^i.  Titanfcxn  Met  Alarm. - £9395 

95N  Ala  145 14  Red.  AScys.  l  Owner, _ ESuBSS 

92J  Ala  184  ZO  Luaao,  ttol  Grey _ £7,483 


S7REA.Mi.IME.  MCPcCA.MBH  •  01524  382230 


96P  Alto  GTV  Z0  Twin  Spark,  Hat  Green.  Lusso  PJt*_  P.OJL  96N  Ala  164X0  VB.G«aa  Bbe.  SecMcSunrorf-  -£19385 

98P  Alt  GTV  231Wn  Spark.  Mrt  Back.  Sunrnot _ PfXK  SEN  AJb  155  ZD  TMn  Spark  16v,  Rad.  SportsPacfc-  £14395 

9EP  Altai  SSZOTVrtn  Spark.  Red.  Sports  Par* - £15,495  SEN  AMSpMw20totaSpwk.ua  Stow,  ABqrs.  ABS_  PAA.  99N  Ala155Z9  WkBto*.AtrQw*rtnfl _ £12395 

SEP  Alto  145  CkwwtoM.  Pad.  RewSpoBv - £14395  96H  AM  14510,  Smoal - 00395  SSI  AM  140 101,  Srxjeaa  Red.  EtedrisSmooL £33*5 

SEN  Alto  155  ZOTWn  Spark,  Mel  Sun.  Spue  Pack _ £13396  94L  Ate  1!5  ZD  Twi  a  Spwfc.  Had.  Sunroof _ £5395  95M  Alto  145 1.7  Ida.  Alta  Fted.  PaaEttigBr  Airbag-— £*985 


Sto 

Sa 


MAP.?;,  READING  •  01724  50SC06 


!.'iAr;CiOt=7G'„  KK'JTS-O-C  •  01S6E  722253 


V=RV  r;  STS V. ART.  HE'.- AST  ■  01232  032255 


For  odjr  £199  pm  bobA  odd  kne  fee  mod 
dung  loobq  bokttmfc  is  fe  das.  Its  Alfa  146  b 
(EbeoriAitodHyesslElsioakat.  hnyni&jkag 
d  baying  a  canponyi ax  or bb  you  MAf  of  buying 

CoMd  Cd  (ary  a  tadHapa  to  strops  i  tad  (foe  today.  j&SSiSr. 


IV  Rl  (i  \.\ K 1 >  \  gfl 


LUGGAGE 

for  V8  Vantage, 

4  piece  set  in  great. 

‘  £iooa 

Phone  far  details. 
Tel. 

€831115599 


9EN  Alta  155  23  tota  Spade,  Plum.  Air  On  AHS - 05395  *1H  Ate  SpMw,  Hack.  Tan  Trim . -.03395  96  Ate  104  20  Soper  Lusso,  Red.  SwooUreOw- £2*500 

934  Ala145CkMerieri,  IMPtm— - - £13396  9BP  Alto  145  Ornate^.  Ate  Rod  . - 03395  gg  Ate  145  OVZO  16v,  Sack.  Sunori.  COP^w_  C15£S0 

SEN  Alto  155 13  IMn  Spark,  Rad.  Air  Cod - 03395  SEN  Alto  155207SW.  Choke.  SurtrooLAaay& - 02395  «  Ate  146  UL,  Prtiso  Red.  Smoot. _ 01.750 

90N  Alb  1551 A  Ata  Rad.  Spam  PM - 03395  SEN  Alia  14813*  Luma  Choice.  PAS,  ABS,  Alarm _ 00385  96  Alto  1461*  Black,  Power  Swtutig _ £10395 

96N  Alta  14Sta,  Gnwn — ! - 01w«95  S4H  Ate  184  ZOTS  Supw,  Bax  PAS,  ABS,  Alarm — £9395  96  Alb145 1316*.  Peihmde  Btoe.  Aloys___  00395 


ASTON  MARTIN 
AUTHORISED 


APPROVED 
USED  CARS 


BMW 


520ISE 

Touring  24V.  auto.  93  K, 
met  blue,  twin  roof, 
immobiliser,  BMW 
alarm,  60K  miles.  FSH, 
immaculate.  £  1 3,495. 

01494872408. 


320i  SE 

l«m  CaJyjnoRol.  FBMWSH. 
23j«M  nnkv.  Precne  crali  now. 

I  lady  own.  Aw  Con.  ESR.  tomr 
am  res.  on  board  canpaer.  Mac 
body  kn  A  nmn.  m  17“  non 
phaUoyiA  lyre*.  load  muted 
S^bcr  rpara  «c*o-  Stack  CD  wWi 
Hi -FI  poo.  PoO  colon  codng  Coa 
anOXODD^xcqn 


525 iSE 

Amo.  95N.  Calypso  Red 
met,  air  eon.  £2^300  triG. 
passenger  air  bag.  lumbar. 
Tracker.  alarm/immob.  4 
new  tjm,  FBMWSH. 
inunaculaie.  £18.495. 

01222  892257. 


325TDS 

SE  4door.  Mm  green. 

1995N.  1 3,800  miles. 
FBMWSH.  double  spoke 
alloy  wheels.  Blanpimb 
stereo.  I  owner  from  new. 
Elec  windows,  um  roof  & 
mirrors.  £19,700. 
TekO 1277  355798. 


320S1  COUPE 

Aug  93  L  reg.  Mauririns 
Blue,  au to,  air  con,  spoiler. 
I  user.  FSH.  704XX)  miles, 
no  dealers. 
£l4£00ooo. 

TeL  Leicester 
(0116)  286  2599 


M3  EVOLUTION 


WMMmifcv  tart  Woe.  fcgjs 
pey  kabtf  im.  Jutam.  Apnkz. 
CO  ayntB.oattc  mrm.  nad 
vi±mg.Cjaepry  I  ohrm. 
O1.750 

TeL  019467  25339 


Z3 

RHD,  any 

specification,  defivery 
March  97.  Offeis 
above  OTR  price. 
Reply  to 
Box  No  1869. 


325i  SE 

Auto.  93K.  11k.  FSH,  «d 
sts.  Bhr.  ate,  a/bag.  94 
nxa,  and  other  ariras. 

£17^495. 

Tel:  0973  349096 
No  canvassers. 


3181  TOURING 

Lux  ‘931.  Green,  e/sr, 
ater,  sports  aOoyB,  only 
32k,  etc  cond,  FBMWSH 

£11^95. 

Tot  01 932  843748. 


740iL 

Amo.  93K,  Met  Barsundi,' 
lehr  im,  inunac,  high  spec, 
dble  (ted,  a/c,  aim. 
Multi  CD,  93c,  FSH. 
O630G. 

Tel:  01293  882468 


325i  SE 

9IJ,  Mmntua.  GrryUtr, 
comp  air*  4S*.  FBMVCSH. 

01714382109 

Richard. 

£12,750 


328fAUTO 

Convertflsfe 


318iS 


Rag’d  May  96 

Samoa  Sue  I  volet  bhw  Ittr 
btoa  hood  BUW  Wnomda 
co  sta  Spons  Sews  ssea 
heal  Auo  AIC  Cn» 

cA/itarm  ASOOmto  _  £35,000 

Tel:  0181*365 2Z77 
Rue  Q18I-35S  22B8.T 


Ccxipe,  K  reg,  38k, 
silver/  black,  elec 
roof .  ej«»flent 
condition  £12^0. 

01702  207759 


Coupe  ’95M.  241.  met 
Green.  FSH.  ESR, 
alarmed.  CD.  alloys. 
£16,750.  Immaodato 
condition. 

01813929046. 


If  you’re 

paying 

over 

£300 

to  insure  your 

BMW 


Call  now. 
Save  pounds. 

privilege 

INSURANCE 

BaAcd  By  Ha  Hot*  Bark  erf  Sewan  Me. 


Auto, ’BI.BrOam  Radi 
Qmy  ttr,  54k,  imnwe, 
FBMWSH. 

£27,995. 

Tel:  01622  858271. 


3201 

CONVERTIBLE 

95  N,  met  black  /  beige 
leather,  etechood,  stays, 
CD  player.  FBMWSH, 

1 8,500  mfles,  Immac 
cond.  £24995. 

Ring  0181 947 5856  or 
08SO1667G4. 


Lancaster 


SEVENOAKS 


96  DB7  Coap*  Auto 
Pen  Hand  (keen  .  JPjO-A- 

86  DB7  Cowpa  Aoto 
Brecon  Black  . .  XT2^50 

96  DS7  Ceopc  S  Speed 
Famine  Grey  . .  .£68,950 

87  VB  Vamtaf/B  Aato 
Suffolk  Red  . . .  £49,550 


Cont.ict  D.v.-id  Bradshaw 
MOBILE  C4E8  e205&7 

01732  456300 


If  you’re 

paying 
over 

£300 

to  insure  your 

Audi 


Call  now. 
Save  pounds. 

privilege 

INSURANCE 
Bkm  tv  ito  fkiw  Baa  «f  SoM  jfc. 


ConvertaWe,  ’95. 
Montreal  Bfne/Giey  Ida-. 

IT"  "Uoys.  VSH.  16500k. 
immac,  I  lady  owner. 
£28550  ono. 

01962  714016 


5251 ASE 

L’93,  high  spec.  FSa 
l  owner,  20k. 
very  good  contfiti  on. 
£16,995. 

Tel.  01932  231608 


3161 

Compact  Mar  *95.  Cosmos 
Bade,  remote  control  riarm, 
fog  ^ns.  BMW  Sound 
System.  FSH,  Immac  26k. 
£13300. 

No  oilers. 

01244  537651. 


BMW  AUTHORISED  DEALERS 


BMW  AUTHORISED  DEALERS  (NOW  ON-LINE) 

For  an  Approved  Used  Car  brochure  and  details  of  your  nearest  dealer  call  0800  325600  or  E-Mail  via  the  BMW  UK  Web  site  bttpy/www.bmw.co.uk 


B^WWfOEOUSHDi^WSJIW  Or*rR«MFa«f<  unKflBti  PEW  EBSTC  !>£l£C1<M  Cf  »#«11  tOt  SHBBH  BODW 


Cotswold 


96P  840 iA  Orient  Blue,  X-Spokes,  Ex-Demo _ £  POA 

96P  840iA  Arctic  Silver,  Alpirta  Alloys . JC  POA 

95M740i  Ascot  Green,  22K _ 238,495 

94L  7301  V8  Calypso  Red.  De-Chrome.  35K _ £23,495 

93L  5251  SE  Orient  Blue.  ESR.  Alloys.  24K  - . C16£95 

92K  5251  Spi  Granite.  Air  Con.  CVOvome,  53K.±14^95 

95N  M3  Coupe  Daytona,  Air  Con.  Uhr,  23K _ £20^95 

96N  3281  Conv  fAjntresJ  Blue.  A/C,  Uhr,  14K  ....£33/105 
9SM  32S  A  Cpe  Bright  Red.  ESR,  ABoys,  27K  „..£20,995 
98N  320i  Tour  Morea  Green,  ESR.  Alloys.  1S<  .£21,495 
94M  3201  SE  Alpine  While.  MTech  Susp.  32K  ...£16,995 
93K  320i  A  Coupe  BriKant  Rad.  ESR.  19K  .._.._£16(485 
93L  320)  Coupe  Jet  Black,  ESR.  Alloys.  2SK  .._£15^95 
S6N  318i  S  Coupe  Boston  Green,  ESR.  B/Kit  ...£23,995 
93K  318i  Convertible  Brilliant  Red.  Alloys,  17K  £15.495 

95M310I  Alaska  Blue,  ESH,  Alarm.  25K  .! _ £13395 

92K  3161  Alpine  White,  Electric  Sunroof.  47K  ....£10,995 
91 J  3161  Tour  Alpine  White,  Sunroof,  49K .JL  B£S5 

Over  45  Used  Cars  Available 


Tewkesbury  Road,  Cheltenham,  Gloucestershire 

Telephone:  01242  578838 


Stephen  James 
Clock  Parade,  London  Road 

Enfield  EN26JG  _ 

KOO  A  Onart  Kue/StoerUtv.  Very  HTSpac.  33K  _J:41^9S 

ML  850C1 A Bngra  Roet/BIadc  Ltfir.  rtgh Spec.  33K  _ £40595 

94M  8400  A  Orient  Bue/SBvw  Lthr,  Hign  ^jec _ 

SSI  32  S.4-"*  Bra-mraanct  609^  UHr,  SK  — C  POA 

94M  74W V8 Oxford GnwVSand Sgiga LBv,  11K _ f 

99A  ”4M  VBA  Cosmos  BlaOVGrey  Uhr,  Hgh  Spec.  48K-E32AM 

94L  7401 V8  A  Slertng  S4vertBlack  Uto.  Kgn  Spec.  J9K  £Z3^95 
9BN  7351 V8  A  COSTIOS  BWSend  Beige  Uhr.  H/Spec.  9K  £  POA 
92J  7351  SE  Auto  Gmfte  SmalQwr  LBir.  6TS.  53K  ....£17,495 
991  5401 V8  A  Asctx  GteenfSver  Uhr.  Sennxreree,  7K_.  £31,905 
96N  5251  IDS  Auto  Tour  Orient  BkieiSruer,  ArCon.SK  J28.4S5 
B5N  5251  SE  Auto  Oxford  Green/Parchment  Cloth.  8K  .  «s  pas 

95N  5251  SE  Auto  Sorrento  Bhie/Srey  Leather,  20K _ £24,455 

MN  52USE  Auto  Fjord  Grey/Sttver  Ctatfi.  ii>K _  m  e**. 

9SN  M3  Cenv  Cosmos  BladdBluck  Leather.  1QK _ £35,995 

B5M  M3  Qw  Cosmos  Btodi/SIrer  Llhr.  High  Spec.  17K._£32£gS 

95N  BUSriooaAxtoflacfcUnr _ 

MN  32B  M  ftie  Boston  GnwrVBgoe  Lltir.  Auto  VC.  at .  Jga  «wx 
95N  329  70S  ASE  Cosmos  BBdSiVer  CMH,  flftrm,  I0K  f»  <ws 
93K  3251  Auto  Conv  DtamorM  B^ck/Stt/er  Uhr.  10K 
MN  310  SCot^w  Cosmos  8latf</AnthraateCfaffi.EK  _£2JLS9S 
WJJ®™  Toudng  Anae  SHwr/Anthraoie  doth.  7K.£iu8S 

SHN  310  SE  Alpkie  Whte/Arthracite  Ctoth.  10K. _ £17995 

95M  310 S  Coupe  Bn£it  Red/Anthracte  VWnur.  ilk vit.MS 

95*4  310  S  A  Cpe  Afpirie  WhtteftncW  Sue  Vateur,  l4K,.£i7J9S 

BZJ  310  Lagoon  Green/Parchment  doth.  33K  _ _ £11/85 

96N  310  SE  Auto  Boston  GteenfSfeer  Cktfi,  6K  _ _ £1*995 

SBN  31«  Coupe  Samoa  Blue/Tuquotse  CWi.  7K _ <‘18/05 

SIS  A  Compact  itaiwal  BhafSand  Grey  Onto.  7KgiT/95 

MN  3l«  M  Compact  Bn^tt  RedFAnth  Qotti.  13K _ £14.985 

MK  31S  A  Liu  Tour  Stefing  SUmMitfi  Cfotti,  23k _ £n  WS 

SK  31®  M  Diamond  BladVArth  Cloth.  23K _ £ll!«3 

Please  call  for  details  ot  our  complete  stock 

0181  367  2626 

0860  855850  Evenings  and  weekends  | 


L&C 


"7J  31* -Cr *3r .rwn.  FSH.iJ-3.5C-i 
*CX  3'-4i  -Or  Sfcis, 

C4ilC:5  CZ  M.-.  s-.i 
'-.U  l'i  Cc-1.1  Sp:  *  *  : :  j. 

>  U  -Dr  e.  . 

-*'*i;i-.  a a  -:- 

>ch  .«■:  .  ■ 

JsD  iv  'rv: 

>k  n>r.  Co-iu  5:  •:*; ...  r 
SJK  :?.i ;  “1  :  j‘- 

'-Wam'4  jFirr:.  S.’i’t 

90S  ijsCye  Cpc-.c^.  sx  ..CDS 
320  ~  TO  tsn  ri3.3C-i 
93L  22>  Zee  Kj-W.-J;.  tZKS'.i 
3--.  35J  Cv-r  -  y.Q-  HSe*>;£:*j.i55 


V4  C23  Ts’jr  H.-y’i  Sp--'  ...  £27.455 
IWJ322  Cor.vMon:  • 

WltCCpt  Vj-iiCvc  s.-x-;  -jj.i 
KS  MZ  TreJp*-  CU-  jr. !  T-*.  £;5.?53 
■ - !5  SERIES - 


SCH  *25  A.-t-j  S-itireaT _ £  O.K-5 

9’L  S2S.  Grjr.i^.  ESP.  ii*.£1Z7S5 
Oil  :-2£-  Mr*  SE  a.-5S . £13*55 

If  H S3C-SS> Zirr.oicT. r EKIZIVS; 

- —  7  SERIES - - - - 

?-W7.:cii  Cc:-jS!-j.  LI".'  .-X2J.23S 
— - 5  SERIES  J - — 


7  DAYS  01322  54837: 


HUNGERFORD  ^ 
MOTORS 

BPv'vV  3  SERIES 


9W  32 a  Totrhg  nfe  *m, 

8v.  ateon.  aMwfe.  CO,  10k 

- - - E27JM 

m.  m  Coupe  alpha  vf  Da. 
■/can,  «tac  aarik  27k  .£2TMS 

«N325TDDM4Doeri«n» 

»*».  Stan,  air.  10k  _ns^» 
ML  329  Coup*  borion  gnaa 
fe  spons  saris,  air.  47k 

- mjtas 

9W  31«  4  Doer  btflag  rad,  asr, 
aMharis,^dtot,  10k  ..£17,996 
SRI  318  Trite  Omi  4  Osar 
a^toa  etria,  m.  9k  __  £16^95 


BMW  5  SERIES 


ML  5ZS  fc*>  Toorfog  S£  *MC 
MM  ts,  a,  *.  trigs,  M 

- - - CTB^M 

«.  529  SE  or.  do, 

ufocb,  frdrarae,  36k  _£18^B5 

99M  S19  Teortag  SE  taW  gOri), 

Ktari.  rt£Lrig*.33k  J1B,«8 

M.5raKbMriaLafkto. 

8n.2Ek - EIS^aSB 


Tel: 

0148S  682772 


cHe'S Ijb* 


Jrn  ba, 


SATURDAY  DECEMBER  7  19% 


[j  INF  ■*  4  ®  Ji 


-v.  Eve-Ann  Prentice  on  new,  research  into  real  drivers  that  shows  safety  devices  can  actually  cause  injuries 


’  % 


■■  -  H 


act  like  dummies 


I  \  Ttieatepes  of  people: 
%  /  who  were  unaware 
V  Jey  were  being 
▼  filmed  seem  to  prove 
what  has  long  been  suspected: 
women  tend  to  do  it  close  up, 
while  large,  young  men  prefer 
to  do  h  at  arm's  length. 

Filmed  in  Britain  and  Amer¬ 
ica,  the  tapes  provide  evidence 
that  dummies  used  in  crash 
tests  fail  to  show  important 
differences  in  how  sex,  build' 
and  age  can  affect  the  way 
people  are  injured  in  road 
accidents. 

Women  and  the  elderly  are 
at  greater  risk  in  a  head-on 
smash -than  young  and  mid¬ 
dle-aged  men,  party  because, 
Jjeing  generally  shorter  and 
Tfughter.  they  sit  doser  to  the 
steering  wheel  and  dash¬ 
board.  They  also  risk'  bang 
hurt  by  the  very  safety  devices 
that  are  supposed  to  safeguard 
them:  headrests,  airbags  and 
even  seatbelts. 

The  films  are  part  of  a 
research  programme  by  Mur¬ 
ray  Madcay,  FYofesSor  of 
Transport  Safety  at... 
Birmingham  Acdkieht  Re¬ 
search  Centre.  He  and  his. 
team  say  that,  filming  drivers 
and  front  seat  passengers 
when  they  were  unaware  they  - 
were  being  watched  showed  - 
that  “the  seated  position 
adopted  by  real  drivers  ap¬ 
peared  to  differ  greatly  from 
the  standard  seated  position  '  . 
assigned  to  Hybrid  III  dum¬ 
mies  in  crash  tests". 

In  a  paper  outlining  his  ■>. 
findings  from  a  series  of 
studies,  he  adds:  "Since 
duramies-do  not  appear 
to  represent  the  real”  driver 
population  in  terms  of  head  -.  , 
position,  cdnskferabfe  doubt  is 
Thrown  upon  the  practice  of 
Hping  conventional  dummy 
positions  '  in  .  the  design 
process."  . 

Speaking-from  his  offices  at 
Birmingham  University  on  . 
thedayjt  was  reported  that  a.  .. 
one-year-old  baby  girl  -  was 
decapitated- by  an  airfeag  in  ,-  i 
Boise,  Idaho,  DrMacfcay  also  ..-! 
explained  how  safely  equip-  I 
merit  can-do  more harro.thau  ■;  t 
good.  Airbags  can  ix^ure  driv-  j 
ers  and  passdtgers  sittirag  too  \  'i 
dose  to  the1  dashboard  -and  : :  t 
head  restraints  can  snap  peo- - 
pie's  necks  and  heads  bade--  t 
wards  over  the  top  of  them  in  i 
rear-end  smashes  unless;  they  .  t 
are  positioned  high  enough  } 
behind  the  head.  If  the  drivers  t 
or  passengers  sh  too  far  for-:  s 
ward,  their  heads  are  t 
slammed  back  into  the  \ 
restraints.  -  "  t 

“With  airbag  technology.  .  J 
sitting  doser  than  the  design  i 
position  to  the  steering  wheel  c 
carries  risk  of  increased  injury  -  I 
•Jk  the  brain,  neck  and"  chest,  .  .: 
especially  with  the  large  vol-  .  i 
ume  North  American  bag,”  t 
says  Dr  Mackay.  c 

Even  seatbelts,  while  ac-  c 
knowledged  as  making  a  huge  i 
impact  in  saving  lives,  can  c 
cause  harm  if  not  worn  cor-  c 
rertly.  The  elderly  can  suffer.  :/ 
broken  ribs  and  the  obese  f 
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The  videotapes  show  that  women  drivers  tend  to  sit  doser  to  the  steering  wheel,  making  them  vulnerable  to  injuries  that  can  be  caused  by  airbags  and  head  restraints 


often  find  hall  but  impossible 
-to  fasten*  seatbelts  correctly, 
tow  across  the  pdvis.  Instead, 
theoverw^jtfastm  toe  belts 
across  Then,  stomsahs,  risking 
abdomkiai  'injuries  in  the 
ewtot  of  an  accident  . 

Dr  Mackay*s  unit  has  dis¬ 
covered  that  women  sit  up  to 
Sl5ins  doser  to  toe  dashboard 
than  ‘  men;:  however,  tall, 
young  men  are  more  likely 
than  women  to.  be  injured  in 
siderei  'dashes. 'The  revela¬ 
tion  caim  after  video  cameras 
were  Set  up  at  right  angles  to 
the  .  traffic  flow  which,  in 
America,  recorded  toe  drivers 
and  passengers  in  37  popular 
car  models,-  antiin  Britain  in 
19  makes  of  .vehicle. 

Passengers  were  even  more 
unpredictable ‘than  drivers  in 
the  way  they  sat,  and  were 
consequently  in  even  greater 
danger  of  injury  when  fidget¬ 
ing  or  stooping  to  look  at  bags 
on  the  floor.  In  Britain,  where 
cars  tend  to  be  smaller  toan  in 
Arnmca.  passengers  were  also 
prone  to  sit  close  to  the 


dashboard  because  their  seats 
.  were  pushed  ,  forward  to  ac¬ 
commodate  -  rear-^ieat  pass¬ 
engers. 

Dr  Madcay  believes 
that  hi -technology 
“smart"  safely  de¬ 
vices  which  mea¬ 
sure  seat  occupants  and 
calculate  the  way  they  sit 
should  be  built ;  into  future 
cars. 

"What  is  fascinating  is  that 
safety  now  sells  cars"  he  says. 
"Things,  have  really  moved, 
with  the  industry  now  being 
positive  as  opposed  to  neutral 
or  negative."  He  believes  that 
-most  carscbuldbe  made  10  to 
20  per  ceil  safer  for  about  £50 
per  yiehlde. 

Dr  Madcay  explains  the. 
difference  between  airbags  fit¬ 
ted  in  America  and  those  in 
Britain-  In  the  US,  half  the 
driving  population  does  not 
wear  a  seatbelt  even  though 
this  is  mandatory,  and  the 
bags  are  designed  to  inflate  in 
acd dents  at  lOmph  and  over. 


PAULFEVEZ 


"In  Europe,  the  philosophy  is 
that  everyone  is  wearing  bells, 
so  airbags  here  don’t  inflate 
until  imparts  of  IS  to  20mph," 
he'says. 

European  airbags  are  also 
designed  to  protect  the  head 
only,  so  have  half  the  volume 
of  toe  American  version  and 
■  take  longer  to  inflate. 

Dr  Mackay.  whose  work  is 
funded  by  toe  Department  of 
Transport,  some  car  manufac¬ 
turers  and  toe  makers  of  safety 
devices,  started  •  work  at 
Birmingham  in  1964.  As  the 
son  of  two  doctors,  he  grew  up 
in  a.  medical  environment 
“When  I  first  started,  I  used  to 
go  to  the  scene  of  crashes.  At 
that  time,  toe  only  source  of 
information  about  accidents 
was  the  police  and  insurance 
companies.  We  developed 
techniques  for  detailed  crash 
investigation.’* 

Has  he  ever  been  involved 
in  an  accident  himself?  “I  have 
never  had  a  real  crash,  though 
I  did  spin  an  MG  I  once  had," 
he  says. 


J 


M 


.r:3k 


Murray  Mackay:  “considerable  doubt”  over  using  conventional  dummy  positions 


WARNING 


The  way 
to  take 
your  seat 
in  safety 

YOUR  stature  and 
how  you  sit  can  affect 
how  badly  injured 
you  might  be  in  a  crash. 
The  main  points  to 
watch  are: 

•  Sit  -well  back  and 
try  not  to  peer  over  the 
steering  wheel. 

Position  the  seat 
correctly  to  hdp  you 
do  this. 

•  At  least  8S  per  cent 
of  people  have  the  head 
restraint  positioned 
too  low  and  24  per  cent 
sit  too  far  forward  of 

it  Bad  positioning  of  the 
restraint  can  increase 
the  risk  of  injury  in  rear 
impacts,  when  the 
head  and  neck  can  whip 
backwards  over  the 
device. 

•  The  risk  of  sitting 
too  far  forward  of  toe 
head  restraint  Ls 
greater  in  large  cars, 
especially  for  small 
women. 

•  Wear  your  seatbelt 
correctly,  fastened  over 
the  pelvis.  Seatbelts 

can  break  ribs  and  cause 
abdominal  injuries 
when  worn  too  high 
over  toe  stomach. 

•  If  you  are  a  front- 
seat  passenger,  try  not  to 
move  your  seat  too 

far  forward  to  make 
room  for  people  in 
the  back,  and  sit  facing 
.forwards.  In 
America,  passengers 
were  shown  to  be  at 
risk  by  bending  down  to 
investigate  shopping 
or  other  belongings  on 
toe  floor.  Passengers 
also  face  greater  injury 
when  sitting  at  an 
angle,  which  is  easier  to 
do  if  you  are  not 
constrained  to  sit 
straight  like  toe 
driver. 

•  Airbags  can  inflate 
with  explosive  force, 
especially  in  America 
where  they  are  more 
powerful  to  meet  US 
safety  standards.  One 
driver  suffered  a 
badly  injured  eye  when 
toe  stem  of  toe  pipe 

he  was  smoking  was 
snapped  off  by  an 
inflating  airbag  in  a 
low-speed  accident 
The  broken  pipe  and  hot 
ash  are  believed  to 
have  caused  his  injury. 


Vaughan  Freeman  discovers  the  rules  of  motoring’s  bottom  line 


When  England  and  fa  1  “i  *  in  your  car  starts  with  takin 

Newcastle  United  1  W  I  7  T  1/*%  ^  4"%  /’’T  off  your  coat  and  jacket  an 

football  star  Les  Fer-  I  ■  ■  ■  ■  I  ■  driving  in  3  shin  or  blouse.  S 


concentrates  on  sorting  out  his  driving  posture 


When  England  and 
Newcastle  United 
football  star  Les  Fer¬ 
dinand  was  looking  for  a  more 
comfortable  seat  for  his  Aston 
Martin  DB7  cabriolet,  the 
advice  he  got  from  Terry 
Mbule,  his  sports  injury  guru 
and  bade,  expat,  was  crucial  in 
helping  him  decide  which  seat 
to  go  for. 

Two  decades  ago  when  Eng¬ 
land  footballer  Gerry  Franas 
found  driving  so  uncomfort¬ 
able  that  it  was  putting  his 
soccer  career  at  risk,  it  was 
Moule  who  came  to  toe  rescue 
by  analysing  his  problem  and 
finding  an  answer. 

Now  Moule,  whose  patient 
list  has  included  everyone 
.from  Sebastian  Coe  to  Olym¬ 
pic  multi-gold  medallist  oars¬ 
man  -Steve  Redgrave,  is 
helping  Britain^  motorists  to 
sit  comfortably. 

Almost  two-thirds  of  drivers 
covering  more  than  10400 
miles  a  year  suffer  dinical 
back  pain  that  is  either  caused 
araggravated  by  poor  adjust¬ 
ment  of  the  driving  seat  Apart 
from  the  misery  such  com¬ 
plaints  cause;  a  driver  suffer¬ 
ing -from  bade  pain  is  going  to 
be  less  alert,  to  tire  more 
quiddy,  and  ultimately  is  less 
safe  anhe  wheel. 

Already  Vauxhall  has  mod¬ 
ified  the  seats  in  its  Vecira  sal¬ 
oon.  The  seats  had  been  de- 
signed  to  suit  German  drivers  * 
whose  preference  for  board¬ 
like  padding  and  a  back- 
numbing  lack  of  cushioning 
did  not  suit  the  seating  taste  of 
Britons.  Now,  in  a  separate 
initiative.  Vauxhall  has  asked  . 
Moule  to  write  a  booklet  for 
every  model  in  its  range, 
giving  owners  advice  on  how 
the  seat  should  be  adjusted. 


Back  to  basics 
on  the  seating 

arrangements 


Like  the  softest  bed.  says 
Moule,  the  softest  seat  is  not 
the  best  “A  poorly  designed 
seat  that  is  properly  adjusted 
will  always  be  better  for  a 
driver  toan  a  well  designed 
seat  that  is  poorly  adjusted." 

It  is  not  a  new  problem 
either.  "In  the  late  1970s  the 
England  football  player  Gerry 
Francis  had  a  Triumph  Stag. 
He  had  a  recurring  injury  at 
toe  time  which  he  was  trying 
to  get  over  and  every  time 
Gerry  drove  his  Stag  he  had 
problems  wilh  it.  I  found  the 
driving  seat  in  his  Stag  was 
much  too  kw  and  flat.  Every 
time  he  was  accelerating  or 
braking,  he  was  moving 
around  Mi  the  seat,  and  there 
was  no  lumbar  support. 

“Because  he  was  suffering 
from  a  prolapsed  disc  in  his 
spine,  all  the.  time  he  was 
jigging  about  in  his  seat  toe 
disc  was  being  inflamed  and  ft 
was  holding  up  his  recovery 
•from  iqjoiy.  It  almost  finished 
his  footballing  comeback". 

Moule  prescribed  Frauds  a 
Saab.  Since  then  Moule.  a 
naturopath  and  osteopath 
specialises  in  sports  inju¬ 
ries,  fas  been  involved  elosely 


in  the  motoring  industry  and  it 
was  a  niggling  back  injury 
that  led  him  to  Vauxhall. 

When  he  met  Ed  Sabisky, 
Vauxhall*s  finance  director,  at 
a  sporting  event  the  conversa¬ 
tion  soon  switched  to  cars  and 
to  Sabisky*s  recurring  back 
problem.  Moule  diagnosed  a 
poorly  adjusted  driving  seat. 
Sabisky's  recovery  was  so 
marked,  that  he  asked  Moule 
to  share  his  expertise  with 
Vauxhair*  customers. 


Moule  says:  “When 
you  buy  a  new  car 
you  are  likely  to  get 
an  owner’s  manual  with  15 
pages  on  how*  to  tune  the 
radio,  but  nothing  on  how  to 
nine  toe  driver’s  seat  so  it  suits 
you  best" 

All  too  often,  he  says,  driv¬ 
er’s  seats  are  so  soft  that  while 
they  seem  comfortable  at  first, 
they  cause  serious  back  prob¬ 
lems  long-term.  Even  seats 
that  have  been  weU  designed 
can  be  ruined  by  marketing 
executives  who  then  decide 
lush  piping  and  stitching 
should  be  added.  These  only 
destroy  tftp  sears  abiliiy  to 
support  tod  driver  properly. 


Improved  car  seat  design 
might  even  have  caused  as 
many  problems  as  it  has 
solved.  Seats  offering  adjust' 
ments  in  height  and  tilt, 
forward  and  backward  move¬ 
ment.  lumbar  pads,  head  re¬ 
straint  and  sleeting  wheel 
rake  only  give  motorists  the 
ability  to  adjust  their  seat  in 
ways"  that  are  hopelessly  un¬ 
comfortable  and  damaging. 

Moule  says:  “in  eight  out  of 
ten  cases  motorists  will  hav'e  a 
perfectly  adequate  car,  but 
they  just  don’t  know  how  to  sit 
in  iL"  Part  of  toe  problem  is 
that  toe  old-fashioned  atten¬ 
tion  once  paid  to  posture, 
"walk  rail,  stand  tall,  sit  iall“ 
no  longer  applies. 

"In  a  properly  adjusted  seal 
the  driver  can  relax,  which 
means  it  is  possible  to  respond 
and  to  react  more  quickly. 
Tension  is  generated  by  trying 
to  adjust  the  body'  to  an 
uncomfortable  seat,  which 
slows  down  reactions  and  Ls 
potentially  dangerous.  When 
was  the  fast  time  you  saw  a 
tense  Grand  Prix  driver?  The 
more  tense  you  become,  the 
more  tired  you  becqpw." 

Preparing  to  sit  comfortably 


in  your  car  starts  with  taking 
off  your  coat  and  jacket  and 
driving  in  a  shirt  or  blouse.  Sit 
in  the  driving  seat  and  move  it 
backwards  and  forwards  until 
you  can  press  the  toronle  and 
clutch  without  having  to  use 
any  leverage  in  your  legs. 

Then  adjust  the  seat  back 
and  steering  wheel  tilt  so  that 
your  arms,  with  toe  hands  at 
roughly  the  height  of  your 
shoulders,  are  only  slightly 
bent  and  hold  toe  wheel  at 
about  the  ten  to  two  position. 

Feel  under  your  thighs  and 
adjust  the  seat  tilt  so  it 
supports  your  thighs  to  lake 
strain  off  the  muscles  of  the 
bunocks  and  lower  back.  The 
lumbar  adjust  should  then  be 
used  until  it  can  just  be  felt, 
but  not  so  that  it  feels  like  a 
spare  cushion  stuffed  down 
your  shirt. 

Finally,  the  head  restraint 
should  be  adjusted  so 
the  top  of  it  is  level  with 
your  eyes.  When  driving,  it  is 
important  that  you  sit  tack  in 
your  seat  and  do  not  edge 
forward:  this  puts  strains  and 
stresses  through  your  body 
from  neck  to  ankle. 

Does  if  work?  Moule  ad¬ 
vised  that  I  sit  too  far  forward, 
which  brings  my  thighs  off  the 
frnnr  of  the  seat  and  so  places 
srrain  on  my  lower  back.  This 
is  aggravated  by  my  having 
the  seat-back  too  upright  so  it 
gives  virtually  no  support 
placing  all  toe  stress  on  my 
-buttocks  and  lower  back. 

The  only  problem  is  that 
initially  it  feds  \ery  peculiar. 
Says  Moule:  "Havinp  adjust¬ 
ed  your  seat,  it  probably  takes 
about  two  weeks  to  get  used  to 
the  new  position  becausevyour 
body  has.  to  adjust." 
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December  1988. 
Only  23.000  mis. 

ROSSO  7  BLACK. 
ABS.  air  coo.  atom/ 


Mint  £42500. 
Tcb  91548  531574 


VX  Auto 

va.  Wtaabr.  JCk.  An. 

v^TaS5fe. 

Work  hoars 
01543256525 
Lidiftdd  Staffs. 


FOUR  WHEEL 
DRTVE  WANTED 


HONDA  NSX 


308GTSIQV 

84 

Bad/Boyini.BH.ioiateo 

e*lma*/tfbL  ttoa/vm* 
tyrevtambeia.  Air  can,  am  b( 
dobac 

£31^00  oao. 
01704534944. 


Jill  NSX 

leadin'  an.  tnctmc 

eordteCD. 

Offers. 

Teh 

0141  339  317A 


If  you're 

paying 
over 

£300 

to  insure  your 

Jaguar 


HONDA 


EXECUTIVE  CARS 


NEARLY  NEW  SELECTION 

y»6MEMLYNBf  Et<OtiTBACTVBjlCLB ■  3X3S C1QK PA. 


PRESTIGIOUS 
CAR  RENTAL 

ChBikvMcnCm 
VeNdntarlilrsai 
LOW.LfiWPnCES 
Best  deala  Mr  Long  Twin  Hba. 

LumyCanlncludK 
HWUn,  Jaguar.  Lmna  ate. 
FREE  VONBtr  IN  IflWXJN 

0181-8029430 


Teh  Pater  George  01484 
514541  HEPWDfTTH 
HONDA  of  Huddersfield 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 


Nov  S3, 0,500  mis,  a/c, 
efert.  e/sts.  Met  Red, 
immacidaa. 

£22^0a 

Tel:  0161  980  3202. 


XK8  COUPE 

Carnival  Bed/ Oatmeal. 
IHOOnh 

Offers  around  £55k. 
01614861521(0). 


XJSC 

3.6  Cabriofet,  1986. 
Only  17^)00  mile»  6xnn 
new.  stored  for  many  years, 
mini  original  cowfition. 
£18500. 


Doubles, 

1966  (D(.  imnac  cond, 
WaowliMBuEBoa.tgh.aiaK 
entaw  a*  urtg  Mgh  spaco  in 
porteetoftiar.  rfc.C 
Loddn^akn,  tcwAar. 

£5^00 

Tel:  0171  7228511 
(evenings) 


SOVEREIGN 

4  litre  teg  Jan  *93.  oyster, 
57.000  miles,  excellent 
condition.  I  year  warranty 
remaining. 
£18250- 

Td.  0181 449  7517 


JAGUAR 
Sovereign  4.0 

1990H, 


XJR 


DIABLO 

93, 23^XI0fcing,  rear  Gn. 
FSL  ewxdknt  aonaj 
system,  red  with 
magnolia,  red  piping 
Excellent  condtuv. 
Pfivase  sale.  POA. 

0860251033. 


LE  BARON 

3.0  Cab,  94.  white/wfaite  It 
hr  &  hood,  fail  spec. 
Pristine.  Pvk  ale. 
E12J50. 

Td:  0181994  9293. 


MERCEDES 

S320L 

'96  N  rejr.  my»J  btudk.  roaaCk: 
wkfabtaditeattur.gflMaceiks  ■, 
Bob  extrea.  OW00  m  aflwi  er 
dmewMcn. 

TeL  0468 15588S 


LAND  ROVER 
AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


lancaster 


Supertt*a^gcd(anK3).  Oct' 
94M,  total  qjedficatioo. 

21.000  miles.  Truly 
immaculate,  privaie  sale. 
£34^50. 

Td:015S2  $72302. 


JAGUAR  &  DAIMLER 

AUTHORISED 

DEALERS 


soy  4.0 

96»,LWB,MerGny,5i 

mb,  SiMt/r,  CD,  I  neater. 

‘  £39,900. 

0181  2018744. 


EXECUTIVE  CARS 


BC0PI4PWH  - JW>  MNTBMQPtHTVMl.jasS 

mK9rao . 4a»  feMTuimriifioN  ....jass 

AtSOCONKTntVEHWHSlEtfVUJISE?UK)WfiEOPntMi 
EG.  * W ISUC  (NO  tVJ  TUN9T  IB  SMf«6  HE0  E2Z9 


NEW  VEHICLE  SELECTION 


mtxmiMxmui.jcm 

CSKA  LIST . X2K 

uauwun . ,jew 


AwOmad  yrieetlaa 


Bat**  MpOteiMLv6oa,«l  osjte 

SMUrr  Whmaato^Misw^/wCaa.uluiHakv 

^  Orefflrewl fiiw  SininiM  ■> iy. ruia I  tow m  tuun 

**  «5»*w*  WM)  UwwL  Ka  IMfc  Sjmr  Moy^AW  ikCKAMH 


-ABWjKf  JiB>SOTM*l,9PT - on 

ww  Hmun^^  3  MONTH  DEAL 
wwas  juwf  B9ntnsiNss_vuxm 

cbxhjst  enure _ ms  U>V  HI-LOADER 

DM* MOCSHfiGIQM _ nUtCMS  .,„0  „„ 


|Ha£t«MM0*WE.«C - erw 


ONLY  £395 


[Tel:  01902  353393  Fax:  01902  353150 


>3*  «K>9Aw^iuubaw0naBtfldbm«nikBi  nun 

Tbyate 

leetkmbern  MgJAin^lTnii*  w<  10imatIBml,n«.ltirT.CK  OSJtSO 
ImiSaviHrVZ  *^Ami.m*.IOmm:toa4ftmAte.3X  n TJtt 
Syn  TWW  W(M)  WiiK,  I O— m  mam  t naiUBaW.  Ill  m^M 

Lam 

U*H  TTITj  Ifirtliy  imi  ~T»H  II  1  T1  ni.TT  TTUmB 

am  «NH)WacaiwnK/Urer»nc,ic>ac(.i7X  m/vm 

um  Wft  fcfw  ta«wnrwiMiwl  <W;«  huh 

LMM  «ini^CiiiiiA',nitiiwir*ii?WwiDn got 
Urn  HfflAy Qi*aff*i»»P«wwii»«air.  irAnwfcg  mi 
OSSHlfWH  «9<M/1W^C^/CnTIUeil!«»3B  nun 

CHH  nwlmShr/CmBlf, lliwiw, g  DU 

cm^M  *wn*^/i^fflfcirtaa««iismteTiiio.atrrai 
CSSM  BCQlaKnxfCRylUdHK  [%H 


CooMcn  mcWd  CnqpE  07M0  ■  \  •  LEXUS 
rT\  MC  Spafeny  euK  citxu/eutH 
'fcr  M  nroitamg  JW 


lancaster 


AfSJhSJmtSfi  SS97  SS  Tel:  01732  456300  1^5  Tcel:  01 734  S4555S 
^  Svndw  -  *?n=  ifijd  out  of  hours:  05S9  SS072C=e|  ain: 


WE’LL  TAKE  YOU  FURTHER  ... 

LANCASTER  JAGUAR  AND  Am  MILES 

AES  MILES  end  ihefipn /  htatogpm  nademarkt  of  AIR  MILES  fafmranW  HohBhsg  f£t{ 


0181  522  0023 

0973  702465 

Sundays  -.-POVCR  f 

far  Donor, st.-Dlion  ‘  ^ 
w  -  ;sstc  'p  !;,*  <  T  ,  0. 


1  Grand 
Gherokee  ^ 

Oct  96.700  mis.  ESRtow 
hedge,  CO  stack.  Met 

EkiHjaeytea8iw.3yr  ‘ 
wty.eaa.75a 

TeL  01 554 755686. 


If  you’re 

paying] 
over 


cWjlj* 


SATURDAY  DECEMBER  7  1996 


c  c! 


forecourt 


■  TOUGH  as  nails  and  dura¬ 
ble.  die  I  stun  Trooper  is 
increasmgfy  popular  second- 
handi  reports  .  CAP  Black 
Book.  Bnlfiant2J8and3.I-Iitre 
diesel  engines  mean  die 
Trooper  can  climb  or  cope 
with  sticky  off-road  condi¬ 
tions.  All-round  abilities  are 
good,  too,  and  big  dimensions 
ensure  good  accommodation. 
Go  for  the  long-wheel  base  3.1- 
fitre  Citation  turbo.  A 1992  K- 
reg«  with  air-conditioning' and 
anti-lock  brakes,  costs  about 
£15,000  average  mileage. 
Waldi  for  whistling  turbos 
and  leaking  shock  absorbers. 

If  Trooper  is  big.  then  the 
Honda  Prelude  is  a  nimble 
coupe.  Used  prices  remain 
high  because  die  two-door  is 
much  in  demand  fin1  perfor¬ 
mance  and  reliability.  Best 
buy  is  a  2-0  EXi,  and  even  for 
a  six-year-old  car  expect  to  pay - 
£5.000.  Beware  overpriced 
four-wheel-steer  models, 
which  demand  a  hefty  premi¬ 
um  over  regular  two-wheel 
steer  models.  Beware  also 
Preludes  with  little  or  no 
service  history.  Check  that  the 
airconditiomn  g  works  prop¬ 
erly.  Check  insurance,  too;  the 
Prelude  is  sporty  and  premi¬ 
ums  might  reflect  your  insur¬ 
ance  Arm’s  concern.  Best  to 
find  out  before  you  put  down 
a  deposit. 


ROADTEST 


■  ITS  MARVELLOUS  when 
"women  go  to  a  glamour  con¬ 
sultant  to  have  their  hair-done 
and  lots  of  make-up  applied. 
They  set  off  unremarkable 

plain  Janes  and  come  bade 

looking  like  Sharon  Stones. 

Similar  things  happen  in 
the  car  world,  as  I  discovered 
with  Nissan’s  own  resident 
plain  Jane,  the  Almera,  Kerin . 
Eason  writes.  The  Almera  is  a 
perfectly  fine  Hole  car  but 
typically  Nissan  in  that  it  has 
die  personality  of  a  cardboard 
box  and  as  much  style  as  . . . 
well,  another  cardboard  box 
really. 

Then  Nissan  sent  the 
Almera  off  to  the  beauty 
parlour  for  a  bit  of  a  makeover 
—  and  back  came  a  beauty.  A 
little  •  bit  of  engineering 
liposuction  and  the  motoring 
equivalent  of  a  Wonderbra 
has  turned  plain  old  Almera 
into  a  GTi,  which  is  the  sort  of 
car  you  would  actually  like  to 
show  off. 

At  £13,995,  the  Almera  GTi 
is  pretty  good  value,  particu¬ 
larly  for  a  car  which  mixes 
performance  with  road-hold¬ 
ing  as  well  as  it  does  You  will 


HATS  NEW,  AND  WHAT S  U 


’s  magical  makeover 


Almera;  Nissan  has  turned  it  into  the  sort  of  car  you  would  actually  like  to  show  off 


pay  more  for  an  Astra  or 
equivalent  Peugeot,  but  have 
to  toss  up  whether  you  fancy 
an  Escort  RS2D00  or  VW  Golf 
GTi  more,  because  they  are 
roughly  the  same  price. 

Think  before  you  choose 
though  for  there  will  be  few 
cars  in'  any  segment  o£  the 
market  so  capable  of  corner¬ 
ing  swiftly  but  safely.  That  is 


mainly  thanks  to  Nissan’s 
new  multi-link  beam  rear 
suspension  which  keeps  the 
GTi  on  track  with  admirable 
steadiness.  Nissan  pioneered 
die  system  on  its  QX  executive 
model  but  the  suspension 
works  wonders  on  this  little 
two-door,  supporting  it 
through  every  curve. 

Equipment  levels  are  com¬ 


fortingly  hi|h  with  electric 
windows,  mirrors  and  sun¬ 
roof,  central  locking  with 
alarm  and  immobiliser  and 
compact  disc  player,  though 
the  criticism  that  endures  of 
all  Japanese  cars  applies  to  the 
interior,  which  is  as  drab  and 
uninteresting  as  ever.  Don’t 
the  Japanese  ever  sit  on  a 
chair  which  strikes  them  as 


NISSAN 

ALMERA 


Engine:  Two-litre,  16- 
valve  producing  140bhp. 
through  five-speed 
manual  gearbox,  driving 
front  wheels. 

Performance:  0- 
62mph  in  8-2  seconds,  top 
speed  L31mpb,  fuel 
consumption  25.7  miles 
to  the  gallon  in  town, 
43L5mpg  out  of  town. 

Price:  03.995  (in¬ 
cludes  3-year  warranty). 


attractive?  If  they  translated 
the  expanse  of  dull  plastic  and 
dingy  doth  covers  they  have  in 
their  cars  to  their  homes,  they 
would  spend  all  of  their  time 
down  at  the  pub  seeking 
warmth  and  comfort. 

Apart  from  that  whinge 
though,  the  Almera  is  a  crack¬ 
er.  Good  fun,  quick  but  pre¬ 
dictable  and  actually  quite 
presentable  to  look  at  Now 
there’s  a  novelty  for  Nissan: 
perhaps  they  should  send  all 
of  their  cars  for  a  beauty 
makeover. 


USED  CAR  BRIEF 


Aua  M 

Launched  two  years  ago  to  replace  the  Audi  80,  the  M  was  aimed 
without  apology  at  rival  BMW's  hugely  successful  3-oarias.  Any  car 
able  to  do  that  wotdd  need  to  be  stylish,  wefi-built.  ooze  automotive 
flair  and  be  sporty  to  drive.  The  M  defivered  In  spades:  It  comes  as  a 
"compact"  saloon  and  estate.  Engine  range  is  wide  and  includes 
IS-Btreturbo-dteseis  and  petrol  engines  nom  l-6-ttresuptothe 
stunning  ZB  V6  quattro  end  the  150bhp  t^T. 


Thera  Is  no  such 
thing  as  a  hair-shirt 
M.  AB  come  weft- 
equipped  and 
creature  comforts  abound.  AH 
versions  feature  everything 
tram  central  locking,  engine 
knmoMtaar,  steering  height 
adjustment  and  driver  side 
airbag  to  electric  front  windows, 

a  LOOK  FOR 

Avam  Estate.  Only  a 
year  or  so  old  but 
perhaps  the  one  to  go 
tar.  A  competitor  for 
the  BMW  3-series  Towing,  the 
Avarrt  Estate  marries  A4  style  and 
pertonnanoa  to  a  useful  amount  of 
extra  canytag  capacity  which  turns 
a  less  than  cavernous  saloon  into 
a  tar  more  flexible  machine. 


Rearlegroom  fsala 
pm  *  n  and  long 
jour.  .  the  back 
are  oot  recommended 
tar  taBer  adults.  The  M  is  relatively 
new  and  stH  somewhat  scarce  on 
the  used  car  mariret,  which  means 
tint  even  cate  through  the 
100.000-m3e  mark  wffl  be  priced 
into  five  figures. 

AVOID 

The  1  B-fitre  version, 
which  offers  only  100 
bmkehoreepower.lt 
feels  slow  and  heavy, 
particularly  when  Ml  of  people 
end  luggage.  Base  care  ore  not  . 
sc  special  but  SE  (special 
equipment)  care  are  worth  going 
for  aa  they  nature  air  oondBormg 
and  leather  uphototny. 


*v* 

:  *  -'.i  c  _  ■;  »  —  j  -  r  1  ,«■'  • ... 


■  VAUXHALL  has  relaunched  its 
Omega  range  to  keep  the  car  at  the 
top  of  the  sector  for  executive  cars. 
Omega  took  over  the  number  one  slot 
from  Ford’s  Scorpio  and  Is  a  favour¬ 
ite  with  company  fleets  as  well  as 
private  buyers,  but  gets  a  series  of 
changes,  particularly  at  the  top  and 
bottom  of  tile  range. 

Base  prices  start  at  £18^50  with  a 


Mitre  I6v  engine  as  the  starter  power 
pack;  enough  for  a  top  speed  of 
130mph.  to  add  to  the  25-litre  turbo- 
diesel  and  British-built  3-litre.  24- 
valve.  V6r  which  has  a  M9mph  top 
speed.  Top  price  is  £29500. 

There  is  also  more  flexibility  in 
choosing  extras,  with  buyers  able  to 
swap  a  sunroof  for  air-conditioning 
or  have  cabling  for  a  carphtoe. 


SPARE  PARTS 


June  will  now  be 
a  Scenic  month 

■  BRITISH  buyers  will  have 
to  wait  for  Europe’s  new  Car 
of  tiie  Year.  Renault  launched 
its  Megane  Scenic  in  October 
with  UK  deliveries  due  in 
February.  But  Renault  says 
Continental  sales  took  35  per 
cent  of  all  orders  in  October 
which  means  British  deliver¬ 
ies  will  have  to  wait  until  Jun& 

Rover  200  leads 

■  ROVERS  200  is  a  popular 
second-hand  buy,  according  to 
the.  Car  Shop,  the  advertising 
service  on  Sky  Text  Interactive 
or  the  Internet.  The  top  ten 


■  IN  THE  wake  of  the  Budget  boost  for  gas 
power  come  designs  for  a  new  vehicle,  fuelled 
by  compressed  natural  gas  (CNG).  Tkkford. 
one  of  Britain’s  top  body  specialists,  believes 
CNG  wifl  be  the  third  fuel  of  the  future 
because  of  its  practicality,  cleanliness  and 
efficiency  dose  to  petrol  performance.  But 
purpose-built  gas  vehicles  are  in  short  supply, 
which  is  wtiy  the  Milton  Keynes  company  has 
come  up  with  its  own  (above),  which  packages 
the  gas  storage  tanks,  allowing  maximum 
room  for  passengers  or  freight 


were:  Rover  200,  Ford’s  Fiesta 
and  Escort,  Vauxhall’s  Cava¬ 
lier  and  Astra,  Peugeot  405. 
Rover  Metro.  Rover  400,  Ford 
Sierra  and  old-style  Astra. 

Police  Escort 


■  TESTS  of  a  Ford  electric  car 
fay  police  in  Hampshire  have 
been  a  success-  The  Ecostar  is 
based  on  an  Escort  van.  but  in 
place  of  a  petrol  engine  carries 
sodium-sulphur  batteries  that 
give  a  range  of  about  100  miles 
and  speeds  up  to  70mph.  The 
police  Ecostar  covered  17,000 
miles  on  test,  one  of  100  UK- 
made  vehicles  being  evaluated 
for  Ford  around  the  world. 


SAFETY  RATING  INSURANCE 

Recent  Audfe  score  Cover  from  AA 

wefl  In  the  Department  Insurance  (0800 

of  Transport’s  444777)  on  a  1995  A4 

"Choosing  Safety”  1.9-ttre  turbo-diesel 

league  tables.  The  A4h  no  costs  a  55-year-old  professional 

exception,  as  airbags  and  mala,  living  ta  Winchester  with  fuH 

anti-Jock  braking  feature.  The  no  claims,  £228  a  year  hlfly 

quattrom  particular  provides  cornprehensiva  and  a  female 
excellent  road  hokfing  even  in  £242.  A  22year-oW  male  with  a 
advene  weather  conditions  year’s  no  culms  living  in  south 

thanks  to  its  rally-proven  London  pays  £1 .332  annually,  a 

four-wheel  drive  system.  similar  female  £1,046. 

REPLACaOIT  PARTS  PRICES 

(Prices  Include  VAT);  Expect  to  pay  £15,000 

a  Utah  assembly  £210;  K  tor  a  1995  M-reg  1 A 
exhaust  system  £340;  saloon,  £18/400 for  a 

catalytic  converter  1995  M-reg  I.B-fitre 

£425;  alternator  £250;  front  brake  .  saloon,  £1 6^00  for  a  1995  M-reg 
pads  (pair)  £50.  1.9-WreTOiturtxMfaBel,  £19,000 

tor  a  1995  M-reg  26-fitre  saloon 
and  £20,500  fora  1995  M-reg 
.  2.6-fltre  quattro. 

OVERALL 

Long  service  Intervals  of  10,000  and  20,000  mflea,  phis 
Audfs  shared  use  of  many  parts  from  parent  car  firm,  VW, 
means  the  A4  is  not  as  expensiw  to  service  as  might  first  be 
feared.  Look  for  foil  service  history  care  which  have  been 
faithfufly  cared  for  by  approved  Audi  dealers  to  protect  the  reassuringly 
long  warranties. 


MERCEDES 


CURIO  V5H  TommUtna/  : 
atom  IJhr.  20000  - 
&62J99S.  bmucmmm  i 
0181 302  3333AWSS  ZT- 


If  you’re  j 

payingi 
over 

|£300l 

to  insure  your 

Mercedes 


300SL  ; 

Feb  89.  white  with  blue 
leather  and  hootf,  albys, 
garaged.  Immaatiate. 

11,000  mflesgamdna.2 
owners,  last  since  Mid  69. 
O^OOOono. 

01883  722143 


280SE 

B.  58kmb.  ms  stiver  grey, 
immac.  PAS,  ABS,  a/c, 
FSH,  12  month  MOT. 
CL500-  A  lovety  car. 

01705464939 
(Haying  Hand) 


E300 

Dieaai  Begoncs  1998  NL 
Smote  Star.  14.000 
mflea. 

£30,000 

.01705  453835 
Or  0831 414413. 


^  E200 

AUTO 

95M.  I  Jfc  mb,  ESR,  EW,  taAri 
M/bap.  wtanh  remote 
lecftmfc  Un/IM  w,  gay 
dodi.rinQ.mBSH. 

£18£00 
01372  453312. 


Immediate  delivery, 
extras  including  air 
contfitiontng, 

£45,000. 

Tefc  01491 575178. 


300  TP 
ESTATE 

1W2.Aam.wWc*.  7  aw*,  a 
«ng  lyriad  BKtrm.  BH 

08,499  ono 

01488  301594. 


AMGC36 

96N.  brilliant  silver, 
6,000mls,  grey  leather. 

10  CD,  etec  wins  & 
s/roof.  alarm,  twin  a/bag, 
pristine  condMoo. 
£4UXXL 
01179603128. 


AMO  March  *96.  Stiver* 
Black  Mir.  A/C. 
133300  miles.  Immac. 
£45490. 

01622  718100 


DidscI  Estate  smo,  fttia 
White  with  Grey  int,  79X00 
nriks,  FMBSH.  dearie 
orthopaedic  seats,  E/W. 
E/R£  pristine  rood. 
£13^50. 

01733390008 


190E 

2.0  litre, 

’90H,  White,  53K, 
FMBSH.  £9,450. 
Excellent  condition. 

01780782945. 


230CE 

LHD.  90,  Impala.  ITin 
Lsdnser  wheeb.  Btistein 
smp.65Kmls.exc. 
contfitiotL 

huso. 

01296738270 


E220 

Amo.  94L.  black,  es/r, 
dec  windows,  air  bag. 
FMBSH,  stereo. 
28,000  miles. 
£18*995 

TeL  01564  782546 


C200  Elegance 

Mreg,  1995.  met  red, 
grey  int,  10  CD  player, 
s/roof,  9500  mis,  1  owner 
£19,995. 

TeL0831 194998. 
(Horley  Area). 


E200 

Amo,  Oct’95  (NL 
hnimfni^f  Brilliant  Stiver/ 
Black  doth.  ESR.  E/W, 
FMBSH  incScrvive  last 
neck.  27K,  Private  Sale. 
£19.750. 

01214400008. 


300TE 

4  Mark  unto.  F  Reg.  89.000 
miles.  FMBSH,  Red  with 
Black  leather  int  extra  tiled 
Bears,  alloy  wheels.  Pioneer 
Radio  Cassette,  immac  cood. 
Give  away  price  £9,000. 

Tel:  0171 727  5993/ 
0410  305374 


230TE 

Aug  1992,  blue,  aulo, 
walnut,  far,  FSH,  58k 
miles,  CD  player, 
good  condition. 
£16500. 

TeL  01222  761455. 


190E 

S9F.  FSH.  amfy  57 MO  mb. 

Quick  sale  £9.250. 
Yogi : 

0181  9520005eve 
0171  3534610. 


E200 

New  shape.  1 996. 
20.000fnites,  sunrooC  aBoys, 
warranty  etc. 
aarooono. 

TeL  01554  757933(H) 
01269  832300(0). 


Save  pounds, 

privilege 

INSURANCE 

BaMII  DO  V.  iferi  EM  oi  ScdM 


600SL 

LX*.  Siker.  LHD. 
FMBSH.  MOT.  Wrmy. 
17*  mis, 

£65,000. 

TeL ■  0171  262 
2982. 


r  020 
ELEGANCE 

S3vW.  Aom,  93  Lrix,  15k  mb 
.  only.  RSI.  or  phono.  bri)r 


01689  8S&39S. 


500  SEC 

H  rag,  ]  owner,  nautic 
bluai  100.000  mfle* 
A/C  crutn,  atarm.  Ml 
spat  raH.  immaculate. 
£25^00. 

01633  681183. 


450  SLC 

79  V.  FSH.  net.  Hue. 
122k,a/c.afl  dcca, 
MOTrtac 


01908503909. 


300CE 


24  vrive.  TOLSOfcmOei. 
MBSH.  a.  bbeAtact.  gpey 
kkr.  10  play  CD.  kninic.  fnB  yn  . 
MOT.  afc.  all  other  earns.  a8oy«. 
£25.750 or  wrnld  coesider  phi 
320SL. 

0585  872410 


C220 


Ekxance.  M95_  juru. 
btae/bbek,  black  leather, 
elec  roof  &  windows,  air 
bag.  ABS.  alloys,  remote 
alarm.  FSH,  1  owner  etc. 

19,000  urties.  £21.500.  ■ 

TeL  0181 3932696 


C220 

ELEGANCE 

Aan.  93L.  mri  greeaf  mAnm 
isL  ct/r.  FSH  ihr.  oAnats.  Padi 
RDS  cast.  25JQ00  mile&. 
£WJ80a 

TeL  01633  265310  (H) 
01633420436(0) 


300SL 

LHD,  93.  d-black.  leather. 
Lolec  susp  &  17in  wheels, 
as  new  MKmK  FSH. 
many  extras.  £38K  or  - 
VAT,  £34K 
01296  738270  I 


300CE 

88.  diamond  blue/blue 
leaibcr.  air  con.  cruise.  8 
hole  alloys,  sports  line. 
A  stunning  car  in 
good  condition. 
£13.900. 

Td  01689  820269(b) 
0181  30450161W). 
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It  is  exactly  six  years  to  the  day 
that  John  Nichol,  an  RAF 
navigator,  landed  in  Bahrain 
as  part  of  Operation  Desert 
.  Storm.  He  went  out  with  his  pilot. 
Fit  Lt  John  Peters.  One  month  later. 
■  having  taken  part  in  a  bombing  raid 
in  southern  Iraq,  their  aircraft  was 
struck  by  a  Sam-14  surface-to-air 
missile.  They  ejected  over  the  Iraqi 
desert,  were  captured  and  held  as 
prisoners  of  war  for  49  days. 

The  image  of  Nichol  and  Peters, 
paraded  for  the  benefit  of  interna¬ 
tional  television  by  Saddam  Hus¬ 
sein,  is  one  of  the  most  abiding  of  the 
Gulf  War.  In  September  1992  the  ac¬ 
count  of  their  ordeal.  Tornado 
Down,  topped  the  bestsellers  list 
The  sequel.  Team  Tornado,  sold 
60,000  in  hardback.  Nichol 's  milit¬ 
ary  career  ended  in  March  after  IS 
years  when  he  took  voluntary  re¬ 
dundancy  to  concentrate  on  writing. 
Point  of  Impact,  published  by  H od¬ 
der  &  Stoughton,  is  his  first  novel 
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Andrew  Pierce  talks 
to  John  Nichol 


boughr  since  my  house.  1  was 
looking  in  the  window  of  a  Porsche 
garage.  Bui  I  wandered  near  door  to 
a  BMW  garage  and  bought  the  car 
on  the  strength  of  a  photograph.  The 
new  model  had  not  arrived. 


.  4'  '.' 


Do  you  like  driving? 


How  did  you  first  learn  to  drive? 


i  gm 
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I  learnt  in  the  RAF  as  a  trainee 
technician,  it  was  in  a  Mini  Metro.  I 
was  privileged  to  fail  the  first  rest  in 
Weston-super-Mare  when  I  was  17. 1 
□ever  made  fast  enough  progress 
through  the  traffic  I  passed  the 
second  at  Witney  at  my  next  base.  1 
was  amazed  because  I  took  it  in  my 
big  RAF  boots  and  combat  uniform. 
I  was  driving  old  Bedfords  which 
bad  survived  the  Second  World 
War.  I  then  passed  my  HGV  test 


Ifs  fantastic  I  drive  ax  least  30,000 
miles  a  year.  I  don’t  miss  the 
Tornado.  Flying  at  700mph  be¬ 
comes  day-today  and  routine.  I 
managed  I40mph  in  my  BMW.  Not 
here,  of  course;  on  an  autobahn.  I 
did  some  rally  driving  for  the  day  in 
an  airfield  north  of  Oxfordshire 
which  was  really  hairy.  1  keep  my 
band  in  with  flying.  1  presented  a 
series  for  the  BBC  on  adventure 
days  out  and  flew  a  Cessna. 


John  Nichol  “I  don’t  miss  the  Tornado.  Flying  at  700mph  becomes  routine.  I  managed  140m ph  in  my  BMW.  Not  here,  on  an  autobahn. 


control  towers  or  base  when  you  are 
in  a  plane.  In  the  car  I  end  up 
talking  to  myself. 


What  is  your  most  hated  cat? 


What  infuriates  you  most  about 
other  drivers ? 


VW  Beetle.  I  borrowed  one  for  two 
months.  They  are  dreadful,  ratdy 
old  things  which  are  truly  horrible.  1 
cannot  understand  why  they  have 
attracted  such  a  cult  following. 


Ifs  not  the  fault  of  the  other  drivers 
but  the  way  they  are  taught.  More  to 
the  point,  the  way  that  they  are  not 
taught  We  are  taught  how  to 
operate  a  car.  not  to  drive  and 
control  it  You  can  see  it  on  the 


motorway.  There  is  no  anticipation 
in  people's  reactions,  it's  all  defen¬ 
sive.  Everyone  thinks  he  cr  she  is  the 
best  driver  in  the  world.  No  one. 
including  myself,  recognises  his 
weaknesses.  If  you  criticise  a  male 
driver  it  is  the  equivalent  of  laugh¬ 
ing  at  his  manhood. 


What  is  the  most  unusual  thingyou 
have  done  in  vourcar? 


1  was  driving  down  a  hill  in  Bur- 


ford.  Oxfordshire,  in  an  HGV  with  a 
trailer.  1  had  just  passed  my  test.  I 
was  with  an  instructor  who  was 
teaching  me  to  drive  with  a  trailer.  It 
weighed  32  tonnes.  At  the  bottom  of 
the  hill  there  is  a  small  humpback 
bridge.  I  had  to  double  declutch.  But 
I  moved  from  third  to  reverse.  As  the 
gears  crunched,  the  gearbox  drop¬ 
ped  oul  the  drive  shaft  snapped, 
and  I  coasted  to  a  halt  on  the  hump¬ 
back.  For  six  hours.  It  caused  one  of 
the  worst  traffic  jams  in  Oxford¬ 


shire.  lt  made  the  televisiur  and 
radio  news.  It  was  munifying. 


If  you  were  Secretary  of  Slate  fur 
transport,  what  is  the  first  thing 
vou  would  do? 


Institute  a  programme,  similar  to 
the  one  in  Germany,  of  driver 
training.  They  have  commercials 
ahout  safe  driving,  paid  for  by  the 
Government,  between  the  German 
equivalent  of  Coronation  Street. 


What  is  your  dream  car? 


What  vtas your first  car? 


mm 
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Honda  Accord.  I  bought  it  after  the 
Falklands  War.  I  had  been  in  the 
RAF  for  one  year  when  1  was  sent  to 
die  South  Atlantic.  I  never  spent  any 
money  during  the  three  months  I 
was  on  board  the  British  Tampr.  It 
was  a  task  force  refuelling  ship. 


BMW  850.  Alas,  that  is  all  it  will 
ever  be  unless  I  remortgage  the 
house  or  cash  in  the  insurance 
policies.  Not  unless  my  bode  be¬ 
comes  a  bestseller.  They  cost 
£85,000  to  £90.000. 


A  message  some  people  never  swallow 


What  is  vour  worst  habit  in  the  cat? 


What  car  do  you  drive  now, 
and  why? 


.  — -  • 


BMW 528  SE.  It  is  six  months  old.  It 
is  the  most  expensive  item  I  have 


Giving  a1  running  commentary 
about  what  1  am  doing  and  what 
other  people  are  doing.  Luckily  I 
drive  mostly  on  my  own.  lt  is  an  old 
habit  from  flying  and  looking  out  of 
the  cockpit  so  I  can  see  what  people 
are  doing  in  a  couple  of  miles* 
radius.  You  talk  all  the  time  to 


[7TI  I  see  there’s  another  Gov- 
1M1  eminent  campaign  against 
drinking  and  driving.  Haven't  we 
aO  got  the  message  now? 

Drink-driving  deaths  are  less 
than  a  third  of  what  they 
were  when  these  campaigns  began 
in  1979.  But  last  year's  total  at  580 
was  a  slight  increase  on  1994. 


q|  Will  a  campaign  like  this 
really  get  through  to  the 
hard  core? 


Despite  every  effort,  ifs  very 
difficult  to  get  the  message 
through  to  some  people,  especially 
those  who  are  in  the  high-risk  age 
group  between  17  and  24.  In  the 
latest  campaign  ifs  the  driver's 
girlfriend  who  gets  maimed.  That 
might  just  make  an  impact  uij 
people  who  confess  linie  concern 
for  their  own  safety-. 


7TI  But  would  anyone  be  foolish 
enough  to  ride  with  some¬ 
one  obviously  over  the  limit? 

It  seems  they  would.  In  a 
survey  by  Touchline  Insur¬ 
ance  revealed  this  week.  40  per 
cent  admitted  accepting  a  lift  from 
someone  who  had  been  drinking. 

rjl  So  what  should  you  do  if  you 
_^j  are  offered  a  lift  like  that? 

S  Everything  in  your  power  to 
prevent  the  person  driving.  If 


necessary  take  their  keys  away.  If 
you  simply  cant  dissuade  them, 
then  dont  get  in  the  car. 
r7=yi  But  how  can  I  tell  when 
l*-<]  someone  has  had  too  much 
to  drive? 

SYou  can't.  Drink  affects 
people  differently;  even  one 
can  prove  too  much  for  Mjmc. 
Police  figures  show  thai  a  driver 
just  below  ihe  legai  limit  runs 
twice  .he  risk  of  an  accident  than 
one  who  has  nor  lunched  a  drop. 


MAZDA 
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MX-5 


MGF 


MGF 


isnttgmrua  dealers 


..  1. ;  ".iT-. 


1 .8,  British  Racing  Green. 
April  95. 5,800  miles, 
excellent  condition,  CD 
changer,  all  mod  cons.  1 
one.  £16,000. 

Tefc  01970  612555/ 
01970623773 


IS  YVC.  1996.BR  Green, 
leather  interior.  3  year 
warranty  +  many  extras.  = 
Mini  ccocfitiou. 
£22350. 


Jan'96,  Pmple,  16k, 
FSH,  PAS.  1  lady 
owner,  £17.000. 


tmxC  up,  only  990  amt.  For 
TmuiUiu  Ddlnq  08^96. 

014*2  461431  awn  Bsdu.  T 


0468742584 


01222395042  0/ 
759013  H. 


PORSCHE 


TARGA. 


Glass  roof,  Juno  98, 
lowered  (wapenson,  CD. 
9K  frttae.  sWerwWi  jpajr 


911 

TARGA 


M4  UumI  1986  HALIM  JM- 
0181  265  3710/0973  307564a 


MGF  WC 

BRG.  march  96.  5,000 
miles,  1  lady  owner,  hard 
top.  every  extra. 

£21,000. 

TeL  01743  860422. 


Telephone  Mm  Pop* 
01299  827755. 


With  (fan  root  1996  P  ref. 
•^200  tales.  iwnHrt*wo*ti 

fab*  Mur.  A/C.  15  in* 

«Mb.townNipMnCS 

u0fc/&S,flOOonofar<p>cfc 
sale.  No 


nrunnom 

p9C  Zcnun  Silver  1 
Can  Red  IHdc.  Spot 
U |6£0O  uDc*  U.OA  I 
\brabndaoO  1223  871 


01913867302. 


911  BlPROMC  CABRKMJZr^ 
.  Midnight  Bluo.  Lib 

MVtU »,  Spona  Sea  La,  Sup, 
VCmdUoa,  23,000  orf 
KP.OA.  L«ncaiWT  imh^ 
V  0I2238T2872.  I  W 


911  C2 


Cabrio.  93 L.  ISJJOO 
iwV*  midnight  hlue/Mtie 
hood,  kartier.  new  tyres. 
FPSH&  wanamy. 
Immacnlaie!  £41.500. 
TeL-0171  3843035(h). 


911. 3  J 

Turbo  Coupe 


U.  Guv*  ReVBta*  Ur  tat.  Red 
ptfitog.  hM  spec  CaBeetmubrer. 


n  wutERAS  coupe  V 

93#CkurdA  Red  wlih  Un9( 
y».  Cbfi  AUoya,  26,000  ml 
RXUV  ImwMKT  Cuntarld 
Vo  1 223  872872.  «  0 


MIDGET  1980 

FtiB  PhotooBphic 
restoration, 
Beairffuf  Cond  ■ 
throughout 
£3,995 

01 329  8351 01 1 


MGF  WC, 


911  Turbo 


Offers  aw  £4tJM0. 
01815993692,  . 


taBlM.OUBdeRecWtBek 

Hda.di.0MirflBa.FPSK 


WWUf 

BrkidiRxi«GrMy 
Fdl  Btacfa  ImdMrTrim. 


£40500 ona. 


911  Carrera  4 

Targa. 

19fl2.KFUB.WWa. 
meaaMcandMan. 
29.600  nfles-FPSa 

£32,500. 

0171  8373683  Day. 
0181  8719860  E« 


911 

95N.  C2,  black/Wack. 
10,000  miles,  6  speed, 
CD.  left  hand  drive, 

£48J)00. 

0151 6301945. 


01424882328 

(can  be  viewed  London). 


,  Tat  Repr  Grant 
DOUGLAS  GMHM1S  ROVB1 
.  81753855826 


PORSCHE  WANTED 


MORGAN 


_ _ d.  AD  Poe« eha, 

as*  bQw  /.apndMos,  01898 
636446/  0831  123911  mom.  T 

1ST  on  twnreBTart  BbSbUbIt 
kWa  beer  hsdu  torn 
0831  3*4706,  0860  308333 


PORSCHE 
OFFICIAL  CENTRES 


PREG 

(Brand  New).  4/4  2 
raster.  Bed/Btack 
laafw.E2.4X 
’  extras. 

m^oo. 

01423525490. 


LANCIA 

INTEGRALS 


PLUS  4 


VhtnaflynewT?rtt. 
Leather  refltt  etc. 


Evolution,  1992 1.  red. 
grey  Alcantara  trim. 
FSH.  SQ/XX)  km. 
£16,000. 

.  0171  820  3525  or 
0410  064918. 


£29,750  ono 

Td:  01666  840362 


MOTORBIKES 


SO  Moyfatxne,  Hgh  Street, 
London  W1U3AD 
BCUTLEYBADOKLAKOSU 
CUiat  BtaeAJfflGiar, 

(My  32000  mire  . EKLSOO 

BBnUYBGHTnS 
IkapuMnn  Sreoh  Hkay: 

71000  oflas . J285G0 

7UIB0RB 

HKrisGnwffiKLSreet) 

Oonttre.  830OOnflB .  S23&0 


Bakaoml  Gnfbo.  njBOab 
Sresmcon . £Uf6B 

Tel:  0171 935 1124 


ROLLS-ROYCE  & 
BENTLEY  WANTED 


TVR  WANTED 


Volkswagen 

Dovercourt. 


BATTERSEA 


American  Imports 
Any  Curart  Maka/Model 
Sore  on  Average  £1,000 
•  OnUKfWP 
EXAMPLE 

ZX-7R _ £7^95 

ZX-6A  —  £6^95 
G8XR750W  £7.700. 
YAM  XV1 100  £6295 


0800592653 


^bxvSetSJXXpnr 

SreiTUXt-^m 


TURBO 


■93  L  Snpra  Aani  iTfcw  th^rL 
Red/  Stags  lolfaer,  33k  FSH, 
CD/ Tracker.  Brand  new  MOT, 
•Hecks  a  tyra.  Mu  CDrefimi 
£23  ^Uft  Gaanne  ream  ferule 

01142540188 

(Daytime)/ 

0831 487079  (Mobile) 


358  EflU«l^*enw»c».?lMlteiseeriC 
»  2L‘EfiH5lre'mSii3l)ISHto 
Vi  5X17'  ba 

Hi  ayfi.56a55Kiac7jniBi!.ISit7.' 

»  «fiO»,teSR.auLtfiB.5£na'Sii1*e- 

a  5OTiuaremain=jf«.aKinieL{E»t  ?«jm 

sk  awiraa.sfafctefcfia*'* 

»  oifixsCDiniiiiEinrea:asBi‘!C!iti^iae 


JOHNS  WOOD 


CABRIOLET 

’PinkHoyd’ 

M  ■£  CMr  30 

ttndloaly.G|d*'BM.Brei( 
-  -wWaM^are  lOnACD, 

m6I  -fewd  bbm\  Won.  Fkfl 


4JUX  Turbo  Oiasti, 
Maroon.  5  dr,  J  82.  SSK, 
FTSH. 

nasoa 


are  wwprsaECHite.ifcBWfl.fcawta.K 
N  OUWkilwfredRSteDlfcBttSUH-.tS  jh/  LOT 
Bl  [WK«lflnftt?.nffle.«aS.ISS 
m  «uuaa»ac5BsciBnii3i)i!«s^w-h-jica; 

»  SX:iWLOiiKaaP»aa«it«iSa.af.73ii:iu: 
a  Sl/llffSi^MteKIBHkrtaeNidLe 
9B  QU  CSKtaCdaa  KjOL  fee 

39  nSfiMZlBUSWavakCHaAlK;  biwar 
b  ausitaa>ftasw*»6flkai*reiS88JS!tAaim: a,-. 

ASM  PC^^a»0H«»»eSMIiK«B;CL«^£*:Sl»Eti6rajc 
m  aunNPa«fcaaBtK.a«i^i 
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Oh,  ye’ll 
take  the 

longest 
road . . . 


Eve- Ann  Prentice  talks  to  the  owners 
of  a  rare  and  exotic  72-year-old  that  will 
be  joining  other  time-honoured  cars 
at  Land’s  End  this  morning  for,  a  rally 
across  the  length  Britain,  testing  both 
them  and  their  drivers  to  the  limits 


A  sadistic,  bisexual  Indian 
prince  is  the  unlikely  in¬ 
spiration  behind  the  first 
car  which  will  set  out  this 
morning  on  the  Lind's  End  to  John 
o'  Croat's  rally,  ingeniously  called 
Le  Jog  from  the  locations’  initials. 

Peter  and  Sue  Noble  set  their 
hearts  on  acquiring  their  1925- 
registered  Lanchester  Tourer  after 
becoming  fixated,  during  a  visit  to 
India,  by  another  Lanchester 
owned  by  the  Maharajah  of  Alwar. 
Noble,  whose  car  is  the  oldest 
entrant  in  die  three-day  AA  Le  Jog 
event,  first  saw  the  Maharajah^ 
Lanchester  in  a  television  pro¬ 
gramme  in  the  late  1960s. 

Years  later,  during  a  trip  to 
India,  he  and  his  wife  discovered 
that  the  prince's  widow  and  son 
were  trying  to  renovate  the  vehicle. 
Fired  with  new  enthusiasm  after 
meeting  the  Maharajah's  family. 
Noble  began  scouring  the  world 
and  eventually  tracked  down  the 
machine  he  owns  today  in  America, 
after  seeing  it  advertised  for  sale  in 
a  magazine. 

The  Maharajah’s  massive  Lan¬ 
chester,  complete  with  England’s 
Coronation  Coach  painted  on  the 
back  and  accompanied  by  liveried 
white  horses,  was  used  as  a 
hunting  vehicle  by-  die  Indian 
aristocrat.  He  used  to  tie  young 
animals  to  a  tree  to  lure  tigers  into 
view,  then  shoot  die  big  cats  from 
his  car  when  they  turned  up  for  the 
trussed-up  snacks,  according  to 
Noble.  The  Maharajah  was  also 
noted  for  taking  swift  revenge  on  a 
recalcitrant  polo  pony  by  having 
the  animal  doused  in  petrol  and 
ignited. 

The  Nobles'  Lanchester,  which 
was  made  in  1924  but  not  registered 
until  a  year  later,  is  enjoying  a  far 
more  altruistic,  though  no  less 
exciting,  life  than  its  Indian  coun¬ 
terpart.  The  classic  car-loving 
Nobles  have  just  returned  from 
Jordan  after  driving  their  car  in  the 
London-Jerusalem  rally.  And  if  the 
1.660-mile  Le  Jog  were  not  testing 
enough,  the  couple  plan  to  enter 
next  year's  Pekin g-Paris  marathon 
which  covers  10,000  miles  and  will 
take  two  months. 

The  Nobles,  who  live  in 
Lough  ton.  Essex,  are  confident  they 
will  reach  John  o’  G roars  on 
Tuesday  after  spending  36  hours 
awake  driving  between  Cornwall 
and  Edinburgh,  followed  by  a  24- 
hour  grind  through  Scotland.  They 
made  it  two  years  ago,  but  last  year 
were  forced  to  pull  out  after 
reaching  the  River  Severn. 

'‘Keeping  awake  will  be  the 
hardest  port,"  says  navigator  Sue. 
Her  husband  agrees,  but  insists:  “It 
is  easier  to  keep  awake  in  an  open 
car  when  the  weather  is  freezing. 
Every  minute  you  are  expecting 
something  to  go  wrong.  After  air 
the  Lanchester  is  72  years  old  and 
weighs  three  tons." 


The  Nobles  also  own  a  1955 
Bentley  SI  Continental 
nicknamed  Hero,  a  veter¬ 
an  of  longer  journeys  than 
die  Lanchester  has  yet  undertaken, 
including  trips  to  Peking.  Hong 
Kong,  Tibet  and  Saigon. 

As  the  Nobles  set  off  on  Le  Jog 
this  morning,  a  father  and  son 
team  wfl]  be  waiting  to  take  thdr 
turn  to  leave  in  the  first  rally  they 
have  ever  undertaken  —  "rally 
virgins"  in  die  jargon  of  Le  Jog-  Lf 
the  course  were  not  daunting 
enough,  they  also  have  to  overcome 
a  physical  handicap  because  Philip 
Waterman,  the  son,  is  recovering 
from  a  broken  ankle. 

Driving  a  1958  MGA,  Philip  and 
Ron  Waterman  say  that  entering 
the  rally  "seemed  a  good  idea  in  the 
pub”.  What  does  Philip  think  will 
be  die  mosr  difficult  thing?  "Staying 
awake,  not  falling  out  with  my 
father  and  not  getting  lost  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  in  the  middle  of 
nowhere.” 

To  try  to  prepare  for  the  rally. 
Philip  Waterman  tried  to  hone  his 
navigation  skills  on  a  course  at  the 
National  Motor  Cyde  Museum  in 
Birmingham.  "I  didn’t  fare  too 
well,"  he  admits. 

For  those  who  do  run  into  trouble 
on  Le  Jog,  ideal  help  will  be  on 
hand  from  seasoned  AA  roadside 
rescue  teams.  Four  AA  vehicles 
manned  by  eight  people  will  cover 
each  of  the  26  main  points  along  the 
route. 

“We  are  working  out  our  own 
mini-rally,”  says  the  AA*s  Mike 
Swift.  “We  have  a  good  team  and 
all  of  us  have  had  some  experience; 
1  have  been  on  the  London  to 
Mexico  car  run,  and  some  us  haw 
been  to  Bosnia.” 


Historic  prices 


■  A  STUNNING  piece  of 
racing  history  changed  hands 
for  £386300  this  week,  when 
the  Mas  era  ti  250F  that  won 
the  1959  Australian  Grand 
Prix  was  auctioned. 

The  car  in  which  Australian 
driver  Stan  Jones  triumphed 
37  years  ago  was  one  of  100 
collectors' cars  sold  by  Brooks 
at  Olympia  on  Tuesday  in  a 
sale  worth  more  than  £53 


million.  A  lengthy  bidding 
battle  was  fought  over  a  1929 
Isotta  Frasdiiru  Tipo  8a  for¬ 
merly  owned  by  Led  Zeppe¬ 
lin's  late  manager.  Peter 
Grant,  before  it  went  for 
£106,000. 

Meanwhile,  a  1929  Bentley 
4*a -litre  Le  Mans  Replica  sold 
for  £135362  at  another  huge 
London  auction  run  by  Coys  of 
Kensington. 
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Do  they  argue  if  things  go 
wrong?  “We  do  fall  out,  but  it 
doesn’t  amount  to  much,”  says 
Peter,  “It's  a  lot  easier  for  man  and 
wife.  We  have  known  best  friends 
argue  and  one  gets  out  and  storms 
off." 

Today,  there  are  just  12  such 
Lanchesters  left  in  existence  and 
the  Nobles'  is  the  only  surviving 
left-hand  drive.  In  its  heyday,  the 
future  George  VI  had  one  when  he 
was  Duke  of  York,  as  did  the 
Emperor  of  Japan  and  Haile 
Selassie  of  Ethiopia.  But  many 
were  scrapped  during  the  Second 
World  War  because  the  bodywork 
was  made  of  valuable  aluminium, 
bronze,  solid  nickel  and  duralumin 
needed  for  the  war  effort. 

The  Nobles'  Lanchester  can  take 
37  gallons  of  petrol  to  feed  its 
6.I78CC  straight  six  engine,  the 
radiator  nine  gallons  of  coolant  and 
there  are  nine  gallons  of  engine  oil, 
four  of  gearbox  oil  and  one-and-a- 
half  gallons  of  oil  in  the  back  axle. 
Fuel  consumption  is  Umpg  “if 
driven  nicely"  and  6mpg  “in  the 
mountains". 


Sue  and  Peter  Noble  ready  for  their  third  Le  Jog:  “It's  easier  to  keep  awake  in  an  open  car  when  the  weather  is  freezing.  Every  minute  you  are  expecting  something  to  go  wrong." 
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Durness  04.25  - - 

Ullapool 

01.30,  December  10 - 

Inverness 

Supper  hafl:  20.15-22.15. 
Decamber  9  • 

Fort  WHOam  16/45 - 

Ford  14.10 - 


JOHN  O’ GROATS 
08.30,  Tuesday 
December  10  ’ 


A 


Rothbuay 

and  Cragside  Tes^  13.15 - — 

MatSan  12.10 - - 

Stanhope  Ford  11.30- - 

Eggleston  1055 - — — 

Tan  Httlnn  10.20 — r - — - 

Moorcock  Inn  09.45— - — 

KMcby  Lonsdale  09.00 - 

Chamock  Richard  Senricas - 

Breakfast  halt  04.40.  December  8 


Bala  0200,  Decembers - 

MachynHeth  00.01 - * - 

Tregaron  2100  — - t — 

Brecon  20.00 - ? - 

Uagor  Sendees  (IH) _ _ 

Simper  hate  1  &.00  December  7 

Taunton  15.10 - 

Exeter  by-pass  1200- - - 

Okahampton  11  >16 - 


Inveraray  1305  '  ‘ 

Afdtal  12.10  .• 

KDtai  iotop  .-.r  ^ r-  • 
KnockMr ctreuttoe.00 

Ednhwk  . 

Mght  halt  1730-07.15 
Decembers  . 

Dona 

(Jim  Clark  Room),  14.45 


■? 

■\s 


LAND'S  END  i 
07.46  Satuday  | 
December? 


Times  shown  refer  to  the  fesefinQ 
to  pess  through.  The  route  may  I 


—  Day  stages 
■  ■■——Might .stages; 

v.  The  rely  takas  two  to  three  hours 
subject  to  amendment 


Among  the  time-honoured  ma¬ 
chines  hoping  to  avoid  the  AA’s 
mechanical  attention  will  be  a  1941 
Lincoln  Continental  brought  from 
Seattle  by  Donald  and  Bonita 
Saunders,  along  with  a  magnificent 
1928  boat-tailed  RoUs-Koyce  Phan¬ 
tom  1  being  entered  by  Germans 
Gerhard  Weissenbach  and  Su- 
sanne  Hulisti. 

Three  Bentleys  will  also  brave 
the  journey,  two  open-to-theele- 
ments  vintage  -litre  tourers  and, 
at  the  other  end  of  the  age  and 
comfort  spectra,  a  sybaritic  1952  R- 
Type  Continental  driven  by  Gerry 
Leumann  of  Switzerland. 

For  spectators  who  want  to  spot 
people  as  well  as  cars,  many  noted 
historic  rally  drivers  axe  taking 
part  including  three  of  the  Le  Jog’s 
four  previous  gold  medallists: 


In  1925,  the  year  Peter  Noble's  Lanchester 
Tourer  took  to  the  road: 

•  A  gallon  of  petrol  cost  Is  7b  d(8p). 

•  In  America,  a  court  in  Indiana  ordered  a 
motorist  who  killed  a  pedestrian  to  spend  an 
hour  alone  with  the  victim’s  corpse. 

•  Walter  Chrysler  founded  his  company. 

•  A  Rolls-Royce  cost  El .891  and  the 
Lanchester  Tourer  £l«8Q0. 


Pilots,  veterinary  sur-  ”  Tj0  Jof 

geons  and  a  sheet  metal  _ _ ‘ 

worker  are  among  the  i m/risfo 
240  people  wh&.  wfli  go  to  ' 
extraordinary  !  lengths  .  —  .  .4  _  „  j 

1,659.66  miles  to  be  precise  —  TDC  T6Q 
in  the  next  three  days  to  try  to  .  .  LT  .  . 

prove  that  their  cars  are  grow-  iOTlgC 

mg  old  gracefully,  writes  Eve-  — ~  — - 
Ann  Prentice.  the  ral 

They  are  competitors  in  Le  - 

Jog.  the  misleadingly  laconic- 
sounding  acronym  for  the  grueHine  AA  - 
Land's  End  to  John  o*  Groat's  rally  which  tests  - 
the  reCabilxty  of  historic  and  classic  cars.  Orie 
hundred  and  twenty  venerable  machines  will 
set  out  from  a  windswept  Cornish  cfiffcop  this', 
morning  to  travel  the  length  and  much  of  the 
breadth  of  England.  Wales  and  Scotland.  The 
trip  could  be  completed  in  868  miles,  but  is 
nearly  double  that  in  the  rally  because  of  the 
twisting  nature  of  the  route  and  the  mentality 
of  the  man  whose  brainchild  it  is.  •• 

John  Brown,  Oxford  graduate  and  “an 
anorak  before  there  were  anoraks”,  had  long 
pondered  the  trials-  and  tribulations  possible 
on  a  Land’s  End-John  o’  Groat’s  run  before 
planning  and  malting  it  a  reality  in  1993. 

This  year,  AA  car  finance  is  sponsoring  the 
event  “They  approached  us  and  it  is  a 
tremendous  fillip,  they -have  given  a  lot  of 
help,"  says  Brown.  • 

Sleeplessness  is  one  of  the  main  tests  facing 
the  entrants;  Le  Jog  begins  at  8am  this 
morning  followed  by  a  36-hour  marathon  to 
Edinburgh,  a  few  hours  of  snatched  sleepand 
food  there,  followed  by  a  24-hour  slog  to  John 
o’  Groat’s.  Brown  is  a  veteran  navigator  who 
entered  the  1961  RAC  Rally  in  a  Saab 
alongside  Erik  Carlsson  —  and  won.  Since  he 
cannot  enter  his- own  brainchild  rally,  he 
competes  in  other  historic  rallies  “for  fun". 

Le  Jog,  as  Britain's  longest  rally,  is  loosely 
based  on  the  long-distance  events  popular 
between  1920  and  I960.  Cars  and  four-wheel- 
drive  utility  vehicles  made  before  January  1, 
1976  are  eligible  to  enter. 

Since  there  is  no  overall  winner,  there  are 
cfass  awards  and  medals  for  reaching  certain 
levels  of  performance.  Competitors  tackle  a 
variety  of  tests,  including  long  open  handling 
trials  against  the  clock,  observed  tests  of 
driving  skills  and  a  lap  time  consistency  test 


l  o  tfia  ie  rin  on  a  racing  circuit  Camped-  . 
LCJUgia  ^  usually  end  up  doing 

intrririo"  onrl  battle  against  others  in  their  ~V 
joynae  —  ana  ovm  dass.rfWhldi  there  area  Jc; 
-j . *  .  •  •  total  of  20, 

the  red  tape  IS  .  '  :■  The  a^iea  ^  jmran© 

7  ..  -  T  dread  b  night  navigation.  Red- 

■  longer  than  ..  eyed  entrants  are  expected  to 
- 1 - - — : — — -  begin  -  arriving  in  John  6* 

the  rally  itself 

- - .  Thirty  makes  ofcarwfll  take  ... 

-  “  .  -  part  this  year,  varying  in  age  ’  . 

AA  -frrsn  22  years  to71.  So  hc«v  did  Jc^m  Brown  set 
tests  about  estahUShiiig— anririinning— what  has  . 
One  -"'."become  one  irf  the  main  events  of  its  kind  in 
i  will  •  Britain  in  just  three  years?  '  “  • 

ithis  .1  ‘Thereritapeisbeyond  belief-.  .it  is  longer  - 
f  the  than  the  rally.”  he  says.  “Since  all  events  on 
The  the  public  highway  are  under  Government  : 
ut  is  regulation,  we  have  to  give  the  RAC  in 
f  tiie  England -and  Wales,  and  the  RSAC  in 
ality  '  Scotland,  fall  details  of  the  Toute,  in  some 
•  cases  tracings  in  triplicate,  from  the  Ordnance 
“an  Survey  map.  We  have  to  get  permission  from 
long  die  police.  National  Park  authorities  and 
able  private  landowners."  . 


•-  4 
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Astonishingly.  Brown  and  the  600- 
strong  army  of  people  he  needs  to 
organise  Le  Jog  also  contact  every 
single  home  not  on  a  main  road  along  the 
route  to  warn  them.  The  team  also  helps 
entrants  with  insurance,  competition  licences 
and  accreditation  to  motoring  dubs. 

Many  people  use  Le  Jog  as  an  opportunity 
to  raise  money  for  charity,  and  for  those  who 
manage  the  marioeuvrabilityr  timekeeping 
and  other  tests  particularly  well  there  are 
gold,  silver  and  bronze  medals  fo  be  wot  This 
is  not  as  easy  as  it  sounds  —  only  four  golds 
have  been  awarded  since  tiie  event  was  first 
run  in  1993. 

Timing  is  especially  important  In  so-called 
regularity  sections,  drivers  must  maintain  a 
constant  speed  aver  certain  pans  of  the  route. 
For  most  tears,  the  speeds  are  relatively  low 
and  easy  to  maintain  in  daylight,  but  much 
tridder  at  night.  Secret  checks  are  canted  out. 
with  no  prior  warning  and,  toquafify  for  a 
medal,  entrants  must  avoid  being  more  than 
five  minutes  late  dr  eariy  at  these  points. 

The  main  prize  is  the  AA  trophy  for  the  best 
team  of  three  cars  of  the  same  make  or  model 


team  of  three  cars  of  the ! 


i  or  model 


former  RAC  Rally-winner  Neil 
Wilson  in  a  Porsche  356C 
PhD  Surtees  and  John  Baytiss 
will  be  there  in  their  now-familiar 
Ford  Willys  Jeep,  while  the  enor¬ 
mous  Ford  Thunderbird  will  be  put 


Geoff  Awde  in  an  MGA.  Mike’  through  its  paces  by  John  and 
Tomlin  in  an  Alvis  12/60  and  Birgit  aan  de  Stegge. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


What  die  AA  describes  as  "per¬ 
haps  tiie  bravest  entry"  is'  a 
minuscule  three-wheeled  Morgan 
Aero  in  which  Ernst  Krudop  and 
Willem  van  der  Syder  will  try  to 
play  Samson  to  the  Goliaths.  - 
Among  the  20  competitors  from, 
abroad  will  be  entrants  from 


Austria,  Germany.  Holland,  Nor¬ 
way,  Switzerland  and  America. 

The  next  three  days  will  not  be  all 
flood,  sweat  and  tears,  however. 
Running  alongside  tiie  main  Le  Jog 
reliability  trial  will  be  a  gentler 
touring-  trial,  entered  by  about  2D 
crews. .  . 


Although  entrants  in  this  sister  .  . 
race  do  not  take  part  in-the  special 
teste,  they  still  face  a  tough  test  of  : . 
their  endurance  since  they  must  . 
complete  the  course  ttod-visttaU-the  lE4 . 
main  controls  on- the  way.  Fur  ,  . 
everyone,  it  will  be  a  long  and 
winding  road. 


Wizard  of  Or  Stan  Jones’s  winning  Maserati  250F 


^  -  l  * 


AUTOFAX  by  Us  Evans  and  PavidUng 


lw»A)lAPoLs  500  ksyJ  ftes r 
IN  1911  WT»Bwtsv»n  ^ 
UMTit.  Tim  CLM ZK  in  I%5 
*>©SrAHAm  HouTSS 
'faR&tSR. 


A 1937  Bugatti 

Type  57C  that 

made  £120,00 
at  tiie  Coys  aoo-  • 
tion.  ft  spent 
thelast  10  years  in 
a  - Japanese  - 
collection 


This  tow-slung 
19324li  litre  S- 
Typelnvicta 
wentfor  £151,507. 
Restored  from 
thechasisup.it 
is  ready,  to. 

rally  again 


A 1929  Isotta. 
FraschmiTipoSA 


GaIant  which  makes  its 
1^3?^  debut  at  the  RAI  Motor  Show  in  Amstenfamin 

Japan’s  car.of  flie  year.  Thr 
four-cylinder,  and  254itre  six- 
S  ■  S!?mS-and  is  due  to  go  on  sale  in  Britain 

from  £l7S«-  '  ■  - 

'  Safety  is  high  on  tiie  aanub  niih 


FUsnc. 

txoft.-Re  ftsrtsr  apeepevK 
nar«wp  eu  A  SalcOUg.05 
. .  IS.  ,ISO«PM  . 


i ,  -  ,  -o'™".  unverwu  wKwufiw 

sRui‘?ard  on  die  25-litre  model. 
.  fw  front  seatbelts  and  electric:  anfftiap 

•  The  range  beal  g  owipetitors  for  the  Japanese  car  of  tite 
year_  award,  wfudr  te  deckfcd  by  a  pa motoring 
speaalists  and  journalists.- 
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A  crocodile-shaped  ice  scraper  or  a  sponge  that  plays  Jingle  Bells ?  Perhaps  not.  But  buy  him  something  electrical  and  he’ll  be  happy  all  Christmas 

T  1  ■■  J  1  "electrical"  has  a  special  mean 

m  fm  /  vll  “1^  Cl  I  /"  for  men.  There  a 

VV Ildl  UJ  DdlK 


I  realise  that  ai  this  time  of  the 
year  there  are  thousands  of 
readers,  especially  women, 
who  are  paralysed  with  inde¬ 
cision  as  to  what  to  buy  inale 
friends  and  family  members  for 
Christmas.  Never  fear.  I  am  here.  I 
have  gone  forth  on  your  behalf  and 
.come  back  with  the  goods. 

Well.  all  right.  I  haven’t  actually 
come  back  with  any  goods.  But  it's 
tough  out  there.  Sir  RahuJph 
.  Fiennes  has  had  a  kit  of  pubficdy 
for  his  Antarctic  adventure.;  bbf 
trudging  through  blizzards,  for  six  . 
months  is  a  mere  bagatelle  com- ; 
paired  with  a  voyage  into  the 
deeper  recesses  of  the  motoring 
accessories  industry. 

The  reason  I  direct  these  re-' 
marks  at  women  buying  for  men  is 
not  to  be  sexist.  It  is  merely  a 
recognition  of  the  old  saying  that ' 
the  only  differmoe  between  boys  r 


~Z-.-  f  .  :T~ / 

A 

Peter 

Barnard 

and  men  is  that  with  men.  the  toys 
are  more  expensive.  Mai  are 
gadget  freaks  and  retailing  junk¬ 
ies.  The  only  truly  astonishing 
thing  about  Ftergie’s  overdraft  is 
that  it  belongs  to  a  woman. 

The  important  thing  to  realise 
about  the  Christmas,  car  accesso¬ 


ries  market  is  that  nothing  need  be 
rqected  out  of  hand.  You  may  well 
think  that  a  sponge  shaped  like  a 
car  which,  when  you  squeeze  h, 
plays  Jingle  Bells  is  the  tackiest 
item  you  could  imagine,  but  some¬ 
body  out  there  is  buying  the 
Halfords  Musical  Car  Sponge 
(£1.99).  So  don’t  be  so  sniffy. 

Or  how  about  Car  Sbampers, 
■  £3.99  for  one  litre?  It  looks  like  a 
champagne  bottle,  complete  with 
gold  foil  at  the  top  and  four  stars 
on  the.  Label.  Clearly  the  makers 
think  the  customers  are  morons 
/ becausethe  label  announces:  “Not 
'for  consumption". 

Indeed  the  newest  trend  in  this 
barmy  market  is  towards  items 
that  look  like  other  items.  Along 
with  shampoo  containers  that  look 
like  bottles,  there  are  ice  scrapers 
with  fluffy  handles. that  imitate  a 
crocodile  or  a  hippopotamus  (a 


'mm 


UK  « 


.  .  ;  y 


la  1.  iijL 


mere  £4.99  each).  Perhaps  the  idea 
is  to  encourage  children  to  scrape 
the  windscreen  of  a  morning,  a 
novelty  I  would  expect  to  wear  off 
by  Boxing  Day  at  the  latest. 

Obviously  these  are  stocking 
filers.  More  serious  money  can  be 
expended  on  drivers  and  plenty  of 
items  are  by  now  traditional. 
There  are,  for  example,  driving 


gloves,  at  various  prices  up  to 
about  £20.  But  hang  on  a  minute: 
what  exactly  are  driving  gloves? 

Ptrhaps  they  have  some  magic 
quality  which  helps  us  drive  better, 
i  don’t  think  so.  Perhaps  there  is  a 
law  against  wearing  them  for  any 
other  purpose.  I  seriously  doubt  it 
1  would  not  go  for  driving  gloves. 
There  are  not  many  men  who. 


escaping  from  the  freezing  winter 
chill  into  die  warmth  of  their  cars, 
urgently  hunt  around  for  a  pair  of 
gloves  to  put  on. 

But  we  must  not.  be  defeatist 
There  are  ways  to  please  motoring 
man  and  they  have  to  da  with  that 
curiously-named  item,  the  car 
agar  lighter.  The  cigar  lighter  is 
an  electrical  output  and  the  word 


“electrical'’  has  a  special  meaning 
for  men.  There  is  but  a  short  stride 
of  lateral  thinking  between  “elec¬ 
trical"  and  “gadget". 

Now  you  are  talking.  Now  you 
are  a  mere  credit  card  transaction 
away  from  something  to  put  under 
the  tree  bearing  a  label  that  will 
fall  off  and  be  eaten  by  the  dog. 
Now  you  are  seconds  away  from 
the  eyes  of  the  recipient  lighting  up 
as  a  thought  and  a  question  rush 
through  his  mind.  The  thought: 
Just  what  I  wanted.  The  question: 
What  xhe  hell  is  it? 

A  High  Power  Car  Vacuum 
(£19.99)  is  what  it  is.  It  plugs  into 
the  cigar  lighter!  No  it  isn’t  It  is  a 
Car  Polisher  (£9.99).  It  also  plugs 
into  the  dgar  lighter.  Or  is  it  a 
Power  Beam  Spotlight  (£9.99), 
which  also  plugs  into  the  cigar 
lighter?  It  could  even  be  a  powered 
screwdriver. 

Why  not  just  buy  everything  that 
plugs  into  the  dgar  lighter  and 
divide  the  goods  among  family 
and  friends.  They  can  give  him  one 
item  each.  Hell  be  out  there  for 
hours,  vacuuming,  polishing,  un¬ 
screwing  things,  screwing  things 
up.  having  a  high  old  time. 

And  even  the  consequences  of 
this  mania  will  not  be  too  dire, 
provided  someone  has  thought  to 
buy  him  a  battery  charger  (£14.99). 


mmr 


Road  to  rtare  there  weTe940acddmts.  mdudmg  24  deaths,  on  the  M6  last  year  theanotionaldamageto  the  lives  of  drivers  and  their  families  does  not  appear  in  the  statistics 


T  hey  are  the  weariest  workers 
in  Britain.  When  they  arrive 
at  their  desks,  they  are  too 
tired  and  stressed  to  firne-  . 
tion,-  when  they  get  home,  they  argue 
with  their  families,  often  ending  up 
divorced,  lonely  and  jobless. 

Drivers  who  have:  to  tackle  the 
terror  of  motorways  on  their  way  to 
.  „•  work  suffer  the  worst  stress,  accard- 
*  ing  to  safety  experts. ' 

Bereavement,  moving  house/ un¬ 
employment  and  divorce  used  to  top 
the  list  of  events  likely  to  push  people 
to  breaking  point  But  a  survey  for  • 
the  British  Safety  Council  found 
motorway  driving  to  be  the  single 
biggest  cause 'rtf  stress.  And  thqr 
named  the  Mb  as  the  nation's  most  - 
stress-inducing  road  —  even  worse 
than  ffte  M25,  which  has  tfie  worst 
reputation  in  Europe  for  jams  and 
congestion. 

The  240-mile  M6.  which  stretches 
,  from  Birmingham  through  toe  Mid-' 
lands  and  North  West,  carries'  an  . 
average  165,000  vehicles  daily  — 
although  many  barely  see  a  sight  of  ; 
toe  TOmph  speed  limit  for  miles  at  a 
time  because  traffic  moves  so  slowly, 
particular  around  the  West  Mid¬ 
lands.  At  worst  — :  particularly  in  toe 
Monday  morning  arid  Friday  eve¬ 
ning  peak  periods  —  they  are  caught  . 
up  in  jams  up  to  20  miles  long, 
lengthening  their  journeys  and  cras¬ 
hing  the  prospect  of-an  early  start  at 
'ythe  office  or  free  time  aliiane. 


It’s  jam  today  and  breakdown  tomorrow.  Kevin  Eason  looks  at  the 
road  that  is  driving  people  out  of  their  minds  and  their  marriages 


Simon  Woodings  at  toe  AA  says: 
“Everyone  talks  about  problems  on 
the  M25  each  morning,  tort  compared : 
with  toe  M6  that’s  nothing.  The  M6 
is  the  busiest  motorway  m  Europe 
and  is  an  awful  test  erf  endurance  for 
everyone  using  it,  especially  commut¬ 
ers.  During  lank  holidays  it  is  not . 
unusual  to  see  25-mile  traffic  jams  on 
the  busiest  stretch  between  Stafford 
and  EtirminghanL  ■ 

“Every  day  commuters  run  a 
gauntlet  of  congestion,  bad  driving 
and  road  rage.  It  is  ito  wonder  that 
many  people  rate  this  daily  expen-, 
.ence.as  toe  most  stressful  in  their 
lives." 

So  stressful  that  Alan  Norris,  a 
consultant  psychiatrist,  says  he  has 
treated  two  people  who  gave  up  then- 


jobs  rather  than  faoe  the  daily  horror 
of  the  Mb,  while  others  had  moved 
house  and  job  to  escape  their  journey. 

“The  stress  which  builds  up 
through,  daily  driving  on  the  Mb  is 
insidious,"  hie  says.  “It  builds  up  each 
day  without  the  victim  even  being 
aware  of  ft.  * 


“  Tk  M~  any  drivers  who  use 

Im  f\  ^  rag11" 

I  %/  I  lariy  will  suffer  anxi- 
JL  ▼.  JL  ety,  tension,  anger 
and  depression  because  of  the  daffy 
frustration  of  being  stuck  in  traffic," 
he  adds.  “The  tension  can  lead  to 
palpitations  and  other  health  prob¬ 
lems.  By  the  time  they  get  to  work 
after  hours  on  the  Mb  many  will 
already  feel  like  a  piece  of’chewed 


string  before  the  time  even  comes  to 
face  the  other  stresses  of  the  day." 

That  is  when  the  problems  multi¬ 
ply.  Drivers  constantly  late  because 
of  traffic  jams  they  cannot  control 
rush  into  work  stressed  before  they 
even  contemplate  their  professional 
problems.  When  they  arrive  home,  it 
is  often  so  late  and  they  are  in  such  a 
filthy  temper  that  the  entire  family  is 
made  to  suffer.  The  result  is  often 
divorce  —  which  causes  more  stress 
in  their  lives. 

“Over  a  period  of  months  and 
years  the  levels  of  stress  continue  to 
build  until  toe  victim  comes  to  a 
complete  standstill,"  warns  Dr  Nor¬ 
ris.  "Often  the  victim  cannot  contem¬ 
plate  returning  to  work  and  needs  to 
take  a  complete  break." 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Water 

wheels 


dry  up 


■  SO  THE  wonder  of  the  car 
which  ran  on  water  never 
lived  uptoreality.,niccar  was 
much  publicised  by  a 
downmarket  newspaper  but 
its  inventor,  Stanley  Meyer." 
was  found  guilty  °f  fraud  by 
an  Ohio  judge  when  his  water 
fud  cell  was  tested.  He  was- 
“F  prosecuted  because  he  tried  lo 
sell  “dealerships".  . 


Driving 

positions 


Lotus  GTI:  up  with  the  Porsches  and  McLarens 


■  CYCLISTS  are  planning,  to 

grre  badly-behaving  London 

motorists'  a  ticket  They  will 
put  a  plastic  sticker  on  me 
windscreen  for  offences  such 
as  obstructing  a  eyrie  rranp  OT 
double  parkings  probten 
—  if  motorists  can  stick  a 
plastic  note  on  the  hornets  of 
cydists  who'  never  .agnaL 
weave  in  and  out  of  triune  and.  ■ 
1  ignore  traffic  lights. 


■  THE  McLaren  design  of¬ 
fice-must  junip  titoft  toe  Cavern 
Club,  on  a  Friday  night 
Gordon  Munay,tho  design 
chief  has  a.jutebax  in  his 
office,  white  Peter  Stevens, 
-stylist  of  the  McLaren  FI 
supercar,  has  taken  to  design¬ 
ing  -hi-fi  speakers;  The  speakr 
ere,  from  Rogers,  at  Mitcham 
in  Surrey,  were  inspired  by  the 
rear  curves  of  .toe  FT  and  are 
made  from  tot  same;  materi¬ 


als:  aluminium  and  carbon, 
.although  wood  appears  m.the 
speakers  but  definitely  not  in 
the  car.  Just  Z7oms  high,  toe 
speakers,  called  the  dbldl, 
retail  at  £399  and  cocme-nt  a 
-  choice  of  nine  different  finish-  ■ 
es  with  personalised  logos.  • ' 


■  THIS  is  the  car  Lotus  hopes  mil  rebuild  Us  reputation  on 
the  racetradcs.  After  years  in  the  wilderness.  Lotus  now  has  a 
secure  future,  thanks  to  more  than  £50  million  worth  of 
financial  backing  from  Proton  of  Malaysia,  and  a  hot  new  car 
in  the  shape  of  the  gorgeous  and  much-praised  Elise 
-  Now  comes  the  GTI,  the  car  Lotus  hopes  can  win  toe  Le 
Mans  24-hour  endurance  race  as  well  as  toe  GT  Series  world 
championships  next  year.  It  uses  toe  same  advanced 
aluminium  chassis  system  as  the  Elise  but  boasts  a  turbo¬ 
charged  3u54ftre  VS  good  for  550  brake  horse  power.  That 
should  put  Lotus  up  among  the  Porsches  and  McLarens 
which  have  been  leading  the  GT  series.  The  car  takes  over 
from  toe  veteran  Esprit  and  was  entirety  designed  in  house  by 
Lous  Engineering  and  Lotus  Racing. 


■  ALL  change  in  the  motor 
industry,  with  executives  mov¬ 
ing  into  new  jobs  in  some  of 
the  country’s  most  prestigious 
companies. 

•Bob  Dover,  Jaguar’s  chief 
sports  cars  engineer  and  toe 
man  who  launched  toe  win¬ 
ning  XKB,  Is  to  become  toe 
new  managing  director  and 
chief  executive  at  Aston  Mar¬ 
tin.  Bob  brings  30  years  pro¬ 
duction  experience  to  the 
Newport  Pagnell  company. 

•  Graham  Morris,  46,  a  for¬ 
mer  Rover  director,  is  moving 
from  Audi,  where  he  was  a 
board  member,  to  become 
chief  executive  of  Rolls-Royce 
Motor  Cars. 

•  Andrew  Walmsley,  former¬ 
ly  operations  director  at  Lotus 
Cars,  is  lo  be  managing  direc¬ 
tor  at  Pasworto,  while  Hugh 
Kemp,  toe  Lotus  engineering 
managing  director,  is  now 
engineering  director  at  Pro- 
drive,  maker  of  the  Subaru 
rally  car? 


•  LONDON 

A4  Hammersmith.  Road¬ 
works  between  Gliddon  Road 
and  North  End  Road  on 
Talgarth  Road.  10am-3 :30pm. 
A302  Westminster. 
Resurfacing  work  on  Victoria 
Street  at  junction  with  Great 
Smith  Street  and  Broad 
Sanctuary. 

•  SOUTH-EAST 

A4  Reading.  Restrictions 
and  lane  closures  between  the 
Hogarth  Roundabout  and 
Barfield  Road.  Expect  delays 
at  peak  periods. 

A27  Brighton.  Overnight 
maintenance  on  Brighton  by¬ 
pass  between  the 
Hang  I  eton  Junction  and  Ditch¬ 
ing  Hoad  Bridge. 

M25  Essex.  Maintenance 
work  between  the  A10  and 
Waltham  Abbey  with  nar¬ 
row  lanes  and  50mph  HmiL 
M27  Hampshire.  Road¬ 
works  with  contraflow  between 
Southampton  East  and 
Far  eh  am. 

A32  Gosport,  Hampshire. 
Off-peak  lane  closures  for 
carriageway  repairs  be¬ 
tween  Bridgemary  and  Portion. 
M24  Surrey.  Restrictions 
and  lane  closures  between 
Godstone  and  the  A3. 

A22  Purley,  Surrey. 

Godstone  Road  reduced  to 
one  lane  southbound  for 
roadworks  at  junction  with 
Court  Road. 


closed  9am-4pm  lor  foot¬ 
way  repairs  on  London  Road, 
near  junction  with  Barr 
Road. 

A41  Wolverhampton.  Tem¬ 
porary  lights  on  Bi/ston  Road 
at  the  Canal  Bridge  for 
strengthening  works  between 
Eagle  Street  and 
Chulington  Street 

•  NORTH 

M6  Cheshire.  Reduced  to 
-three  narrow  lanes  for  widen¬ 
ing  work  near  Thelwall 
Viaduct 

M6  Cumbria.  Contraflow 
with  two  lanes  in  both  direc¬ 
tions  and  a  50mph  limit  be¬ 
tween  J37  (Kendal)  and  J38 


A59  Much  Hoole,  Lan¬ 
cashire.  Resurfacing  work  on 
Liverpool  Road  causing 
major  hold-ups  in  both  direc¬ 
tions  heading  to  and  from 
Preston. 

AS7  Sheffield  city  centre. 
Roadworks  on  The  Parkway 
near  the  Park  Square 
roundabout 

Ml  West  Yorkshire.  Major 
long-term  roadwroks  continue 
arond  the  Leeds  junction 
with  lane  and  speed  restric¬ 
tions.  Expect  delays  on  the 
Mt,  M621  and  Dewsbury 
Road. 

A629  Keighley,  West  York¬ 
shire.  Major  roadworks  with 
temporary  Tights  on  Halifax 
Road. 


•  Peter  Goodwin,  chairman  of  the 
Association  of  Stress  Management 
says:  “After  hours  in  a  traffic  jam 
after  an  awful  day  at  work,  they  can 
come  home  and  have  a  blaring  row 
with  their  partner  which  can  lead  to  a 
split" 

So  much  time  is  spent  commuting 
that  some  workers  lose  any  spare 
time,  which  should  be  spent  relaxing, 

1  with  their  families  or  pursuing 
hobbies,  according  to  Goodwin.  “You 
spend  a  certain  number  of  hourseach 
day  working,  eating  and  sleeping  and 
toe  rest  you  tend  to  regard  as  your 
spare  time  which  is  yours  to  do  with 
as  you  please.” 

Jim  Brett,  deputy  director  general 
of  toe  Safety  Council,  warns  that 
congestion  teas  to  be  tackled  other¬ 
wise  stress  will  lead  to  more  road 
rage  and  accidents.  There  were  940 
-  accidents,  including  24  deaths,  on  the 
M6  last  year. 

How  to  avoid  stress  while  sitting 
immobile  and  helpless  is  not  easy, 
but  Goodwin  advises  drivers  to  forget 
toe  congestion,  think  of  something 
else  and  listen  to  soothing  music  — 
because,  in  toe  end,  there  is  nothing 
they  can  do  about  a  traffic  jam.  Anger 
won’t  make  ft  go  away. 

“In  this  country  we  all  work  too 
hard."  he  says.  “Wages  are  relatively 
low  compared  with  toe  rest  of  Europe 
and  people  are  tired  all  toe  time.  The 
last  thing  we  need  in  already  stressful 
lives  in  a  nightmare  like  the  M6."  . 


•  SOUTH-WEST 
A30  Victoria,  Cornwall. 
Temporary  lights  for  resurfac¬ 
ing  work. 

A35  Christchurch,  Dorset 
Lane  closures  both  ways  on 
Barrack  Road  for  work  on  a 
new  roundabout 
M5  Gloucestershire.  Major 
roadworks  with  only  one  lane 
open  at  roundabout  junc¬ 
tion  with  the  A419.  Also  road¬ 
works  for  construction  of  a 
new  road  layout  on  the  junc¬ 
tion  roundabout  at  J17 
(Bristol  West)  and  contraflow 
across  the  A vonmouth 
Bridge  with  a  50mph  speed 
Ihnrt. 

M4  Wiltshire.  Contraflow 
with  two  lanes  each  way  and  a 
5Qmph  limit  tor  major  road¬ 
works  just  west  of  J16. 


•  MIDLANDS  AND 
EAST  ANGLIA 
A6  Lockington,  Leicester¬ 
shire.  Contraflow  from  just 
north  of  the  Ml  J24  to 
Sawfey  Island  (B6540)  as  ma¬ 
jor  roadworks  continue, 
with  no  right  turn  into 
Donntngton  Lane. 

A525  Ash,  Shropshire. 
Roadworks  due  to  construc¬ 
tion  work. 

A12  Stratford  St  Mary,  Suf¬ 
folk.  Reduced  to  one  lane  both 
ways  Tor  major  roadworks 
and  entry  slip  roads  are  dosed 
at  Stratford  Church. 

A14  Newmarket  bypass, 
Suffolk.  Lond  term  roadworks 
and  a  contraflow. 

A4114  Coventry.  One  lane 


•  WALES 
A482  Aberaeron, 

Ceredigion.  Upper  Aberaeron 
Bridge  on  South  Road 
closed  for  reconstruction  work. 
Diversions  via  Panteg  Road 
and  the  A487. 

A470  north  of  Cefn  Coed. 
Merthyr  Tydffl.  Temporary 
lights  on  Bream  Road  for 
major  works:  40mph  Hmit  on 
A465  at  Cefn  Coed  with 
temporary  lights  on  Aberdare 
Road. 

M4  Monmouthshire.  Lane 
dosures  between  the  Magor 
and  Newport  junctions  as 
major  widening  work 
continues. 

A4067  Swansea,  between 
Ynysforgan  (M4  J45)  and 
Landore.  Contraflow 
operating  with  a  single  lane  for 
construction  work. 

A472  Pontypooi,  Torfaen. 
Contraflow  between 
Pontymrale  and  Heron 
roundabout  Expect  lengthy 
delays,  especially  from  toe 
A4042  direction. 


•  SCOTLAND 
M8  Junction  2  Newbridge 
Spur  (M9).  Edinburgh.  Maj< 


Spur  (M9),  Edinburgh.  Major 
roadworks,  with  lane  do¬ 
sures  on  the  roundabout. 

AS  Princes  Street,  Edin¬ 
burgh.  Closed  eastbound,  with 
diversions  via  South  Char¬ 
lotte  Street,  Queen  Street  and 
York  Place. 

A77  between  KHmamock 
and  Ayr,  North  Ayrshire. 
Contraflow  at  Bellfield  inter¬ 
change,  near  to  SpittalhIB. 
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SATURDAY  DECEMBER  7 1996 


No  rain  for  five  years  —  then  the  British  arrived.  Kevin  Eason  on  a  desert  storm  that  stopped  a  world  record  bid 

Washout 


on  Thrust 


ft 


It  was  so  typically  British: 
rain  stopped  play.  The 
team  in  Jordan  to  break 
the  world  land  speed 
record  packed  up  its  tents  and 
abandoned  the  attempt  as  the 
heavens  opened  and  its  desert 
trade  disappeared  under 
water. 

The  rain  was  the  first  in  the 
A1  Jafr  desert  for  five  years 
and  came  just  as  the  Thrust 
SSC  team  was  preparing  to 
attack  the  record-  Unfortu¬ 
nately.  the  desert  is  almost  at 
sea  level  and  dozens  of  rivers 
poured  into  it  when  the  rains 
eventually  came. 

And  they  came  after  to  a 
month's  bad  weather  and  poor 
luck.  Workers,  aided  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Royal  Jordanian 
Air  Force,  spent  days  clearing 
a  track  across  10  miles  of 
desert,  essential  because  even 
a  stone  could  throw  Thrust’s 
solid  aluminium  wheels,  de¬ 
signed  to  run  at  8JS00  revolu¬ 
tions  per  minntw,  disastrously 
off  course.  They  cleared  ten 
test  trades  —  only  to  see  them 
washed  away  again. 

The  car.  powered  by  two 
RoDs-Rnyce  engines  from  a 
Phantom  fighter  jet  and  de¬ 
signed  to  run  supersonic, 
reached  a  top  speed  of  only 
33lmph.  3Q2mph  short  of  the 
1983  record  set  by  Richard 
Noble.  ThrusTs  leader,  and 
not  even  better  than  the 
350.02m  ph  set  by  John  Cobb 
in  1938. 

The  frustration  for  Andy 
Green,  the  RAF  Tornado  pilot 
who  is  guiding  Thrust,  was 
intense.  For  Noble  and  the 


mechanics  who  have,  worked 
around  the  dock  for  weeks,  the 
tension  was  unbearable  and 
the  decision  to  give  up  for  this 
year  heart-wrenching.  “There 
was  nothing  we  could  do,"  he 
says.  “Locals  reckon  it  will  be 
two  to  three  months  before  die 
desert  dries  out  again,  so  there 
was  no  point  in  sitting  and 
waiting." 

The  plan  now  is  to  raise  yet 
more  money  to  ensure  the  £15 
mlllicffi  attempt  can  go  ahead, 
with  more  practice  runs  at  A1 
Jafr  in  March  followed  by  the 
attempt  to  break  the  sound 
barrier  on  land  at  the  Black 
Rock  desert  in  Nevada  next 
year. 

The  attempt  was  dogged  by 
bad  luck  and  the  bizarre  from 
day  one.  During  the  final  run 
at  A 1  Jafr,  a  severe  steering 
fault  showed  up  at  about 
300m  ph,  forcing  Green  to 
deploy  his  three  brake  para¬ 
chutes  to  ensure  he  stopped 
safely.  Repairs  were  going  an 
with  spare  parts  being  airlift¬ 
ed  into  AI  Jafr,  but  the  time  lag 
effectively  scuppered  the 
chance  of  another  run  as  the 
weather  dosed  in. 

It  was  a  struggle  from  the 
start  One  day,  the  team  was 
hying  to  keep  dust  out  of 
delicate  machinery,  the  nod 
they  were  scurrying  for  shelter 
after  tying  down  equipment 
and  tents  to  cope  with  heavy 
rainstorms. 

There  was  one  other  unex¬ 
pected  hazard.  As  Green  pre¬ 
pared  to  fire  the  twin  engines 
on  his  final  outing,  a  camel 
wandered  on  to  the  track  near 


v\ 


Tornado  pflot  Andy  Green  andd  not  even  match  John  Cobb’s  1938 speed  record  before  the  attempt  Was  abandoned  inf 

Alan  Copps  on  Platinurii  treasure 


«Sfe 


are  only  nine  left 


to  the  start  line.  Ron  Ayers, 
Thrusts  designer,  asked  the 
handler  to  move  it  but  was 
refused  without  the  payment 
erf  cigarettes.  Ayers  is  a  non- 
smoker,  90  the  handler  led  his 
camel  out  in  the  centre  of  the 
track  and  tied  up  its  legs  so  it 
couldn’t  move  until  suitable 
payment  was  forthcoming. 
Only  intervention  by  local 
police  solved  the  problem. 

There  is  good  news  on  the 
car  though.  Even  the  short 
tests  at  Al  Jafr  were  enough  to 
confiim  that  it  is  stable,  will  be 
quick — and  makes  “a  hell  erf  a 


lot  of  noise”,  according  to 
Noble. 

“We  have  a  long,  long  way 
to  go,”  he  says.  “But  we  have 
had  a  look  at  die  car  and  ft 
seems  to  work  well.  We  just 
want  to  try  it  a  little  further  to 
be  fully  confident  before  we  go 
for  any  record  attempts.  We 
will  only  do  that  when  we'are 
certain  that  the  car.  is  going 
well  and  all  the  conditions  are 
right.  They  certainty  couldn’t 
be  worse  than  the  first  storm 
In  five  years  on  a  stretch  of 
desert  which  disappeared 
underwater.” 


:  TO  CAP  what  has  been  an 
outstanding  year  far  Rolls- 
Royce  and  Bentley  sales 
comes  one  of  the  most  lavish 
special  editiems  yet.  Onty  ten 
Jack  Barclay  Platinum  Beat 
Icy  .  Azures  will  be  made  to 
mark  the  70th  amriwersaiy  of 
the  world's  leading  distribu¬ 
tor  ofthe  fabulous  cars  made 
in  Crewe. 

The  first  Platinum  Azure 
has  already  been  sold  from 
the  company’s  showroom  in 
Berkeley  Square;  Mayfair, 
to  a  Japanese  businessman 
who  bought  it. from  an 
artist’s  Impression.  At 
£272,000,  the  car  is  £50.000 
more  expensive  than  the 
standard  Azure.  It  will  be 
delivered  to  its  new  owner  in 


two  weeks  time  after  final 
fitting  out 

It  is  one  of  five  cars  to  he 
finished  in  pbtiimm  with 
dark  Hue  leather  upholstery. 
The  other  five  wQI  be-  fin¬ 
ished  in  Le  Mans  green  with 
sandstone  upholstery.  They 
are- a  tribute  to  the  comp* 
ny*s  founder.  Jack  Barclay, 
one  of  the  Benfltty  Boys 
whoa  the  marque  dominated 
the24-hourrace  in  the  1920s. 

“The  70th  anniversary  is 
worthy  of  celebration.  We 
fecillKPlatinmnAiiniveisa- 
iy  Bentley  Azure  is  perfect  to 
mark  the  occasion.”  .  said. 
Graeme  Hunt,  director  and 
general  manager.  The  cars 
will  be  delivered  at  die  rate' 
of  two  a  month. 
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